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Archdiocese of Newark 
 

Answers to Commonly Asked Questions  
Concerning Allegations of Sexual Abuse of 

 Children and Young People* 
 

[Last Update February 8, 2010] 
 
 
Should I report an act of sexual abuse of a minor by Archdiocesan personnel to the 
Archdiocese? 
 
The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible complaints of 
sexual abuse of minors by members of the clergy, religious, lay staff and volunteers of 
the Archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual abuse of a 
minor to inform the Archdiocese immediately so that we can take appropriate action to 
protect others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 
 
Due to the juridical structure under canon law, the governing law of the Roman Catholic 
Church, allegations made against religious priests, brothers and sisters are referred to the 
religious community superior of the accused.  However, the Archdiocese of Newark is 
interested in being informed if the alleged incident took place within the Archdiocese.  
The Archdiocese will follow up on the allegation with the religious community and will 
ensure that the allegation is addressed promptly and appropriately. 
 
Please note that employees and representatives of the Archdiocese should report 
allegations of sexual abuse of minors in accordance with the Memorandum of 
Understanding.  See “Appendix A – Memorandum of Understanding” at 
http://www.rcan.org/charter/Policy-AppendixA.pdf. 
 
Who can I contact to report an allegation of sexual abuse or misconduct? 
 
Any person who wishes to report an incident of sexual abuse of a minor committed by a 
member of the clergy, religious, lay staff or volunteer of the Archdiocese of Newark 
should contact the Archdiocese as follows: 
 
By Mail:  Director, Office of Child and Youth Protection 
   The Archdiocese of Newark 
   171 Clifton Avenue 
   Newark, NJ  07104 
 
By Phone:  Victim Assistance Coordinator 

201-407-3256 
 
By Fax:  973-497-4001 
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What information will I have to provide when I report an allegation? 
 
To the extent such information is available, the person making the report will be asked to 
provide the following: 
• the full name(s) of any individual(s) involved, 
• contact information for the person making the report and for the victim(s),  
• the date(s), place(s) and time(s) of the incident(s), 
• the age(s) of the victim(s) at the time of the incident(s), and  
• a sufficiently detailed description of the incident(s) to demonstrate that the conduct 

of the accused constituted inappropriate sexual behavior. 
 
Will the allegation be kept confidential? 
 
Information reported to the Archdiocese about inappropriate sexual behavior with a 
minor is kept confidential, except to the extent necessary:  
 to inform the accused of the allegation that has been reported against him/her, 

including the name(s) of the person filing the report and the victim(s),  
 to comply with current laws and reporting agreements that the Archdiocese has 

reached with government prosecutors, and  
 to the extent necessary in connection with canonical proceedings with respect to 

clergy ministry, or civil or criminal litigation, if any. 
 
Should I report the allegation to government authorities? 
 
The Archdiocese strongly encourages any individual with an allegation to contact the 
prosecutor in the county where the incident(s) occurred.   Even though the Archdiocese is 
providing information concerning allegations of sexual abuse of minors according to 
established agreements with the prosecutors, it is important that they hear directly from 
the individual making the allegation.    
 
In addition, New Jersey law requires that the State’s Department of Youth and Family 
Services be notified immediately by anyone with knowledge of abuse of someone who is 
currently a minor.  The telephone number of the DYFS Abuse Hotline is 1-877-652-
2873. 
 
The contact person and his/her telephone number in each of the prosecutor’s offices 
located within the counties of the Archdiocese of Newark are: 
 
Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office –      201-646-2300 
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office –       973-621-4700 
Hudson County Prosecutor’s Office –     201-217-5380 
Union County Prosecutor’s Office –        908-527-4500 
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Does the Archdiocese provide assistance to sexual abuse victims? 
 
The Archdiocese is concerned about the well-being of those who have suffered sexual 
abuse as a minor, and has designated a Victim Assistance Coordinator to help anyone 
who reports that he or she has been abused.  The Archdiocese provides this service in 
conjunction with the Archdiocesan Review Board process, and any consultation is 
confidential.  Referrals to this service are made by the Archdiocese as soon as an 
allegation is filed by a person reporting that he/she has been abused. 
 
How will my accusation be handled? 
 
The Archdiocese of Newark has established the Archdiocesan Review Board (ARB), 
which assesses allegations of sexual abuse of minors committed by Archdiocesan 
personnel, including volunteers.   The majority of the ARB members are lay volunteers 
who have no other formal affiliation with the Archdiocese.  Members have professional 
backgrounds relevant to the ARB’s investigatory purpose.  It includes attorneys, criminal 
investigators, canon lawyers and social workers.†   
 
After an allegation is received, including all details requested above, the ARB assesses 
the information and advises Archbishop John J. Myers as to whether the ARB finds that 
there is enough information and the allegation at least seems to be true.‡  The Archbishop 
considers the ARB assessment in deciding whether to proceed with a preliminary 
investigation in accordance with canon law. In general, an allegation will be submitted to 
a preliminary investigation if sufficient detail is provided and the events described could 
possibly have occurred given other factual information available to the Archdiocese. 
 
Each case referred for a preliminary investigation is assigned to two or three ARB 
members.  This subcommittee investigates the facts pertaining to the case, including 
through such means as in-person interviews with the accuser, the accused, and possibly 
others who may have knowledge concerning the allegation. 
 
After the interviews and any other relevant inquiry, the entire ARB reviews the case and 
makes a recommendation to the Archbishop regarding what actions and response it 
considers appropriate. If the ARB finds that there is sufficient information to support the 
allegation, it recommends that counseling assistance in accordance with the Archdiocesan 
Counseling Policy (in addition to counseling already offered pending the outcome of the 
preliminary investigation) continue to be offered to the victim.  If there is a finding of 
sufficient information and the accused is a priest who was in active ministry at the time 
the allegation was made, the ARB makes a recommendation as to whether the priest 
should have his ministry permanently restricted or removed, which may include 
laicization. The Archbishop takes into consideration the ARB recommendation, and 
makes the final determination in each case as to what actions will be taken.  The ARB 
does not consider or make recommendations concerning financial compensation.    
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If the Archbishop determines that it is necessary to restrict a priest’s ministry in any way, 
he must proceed according to canon law.  Canon law requires that the Archbishop refer 
the case to the Holy See’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) following 
the preliminary investigation for direction on how to proceed with respect to any issue 
concerning the priest’s ministry.  The CDF may direct the Archbishop to refer the case to 
a canonical tribunal for a trial, during which the allegation must be proven to a moral 
certitude for the priest to be removed from ministry. 
 
Who can attend the interview with the ARB? 
 
If the individual making an allegation is represented by legal counsel (either at the start of 
the process or at some point after the process has begun), counsel is included in all 
communications from the Archdiocese, and is invited to attend the ARB interview with 
his/her client.  If the individual does not have counsel but would like to have a relative or 
friend accompany him/her to the interview, this must be arranged with the prior 
agreement of the ARB members.   
 
Are the ARB interviews recorded? 
 
ARB interviews are not recorded. 
 
Who can view the ARB file during the preliminary investigation? 
 
In accordance with the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People 
approved by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in November 2002, 
Article 2, the Review Board functions as a “confidential consultative body” to the 
Archbishop.  Therefore, the ARB file is not available for inspection by the person filing 
the allegation, the accused, or third parties.  Under canon law, the accused is not entitled 
to inspect the ARB file during the preliminary investigation. 
 
What is expected of a person who files an allegation? 
 
It is important that any and all incidents of sexual abuse of a minor that are alleged 
against a priest, religious, lay staff member, or volunteer of the Archdiocese be 
investigated and addressed to the best of our ability.  The information that individuals 
bring to our attention is used not only for a current investigation, but can be considered in 
the event an additional allegation is made against the same individual.  While one can 
understand the reluctance of some accusers to reveal their identity or contact information, 
it is extremely difficult, and oftentimes impossible, to conduct an investigation without 
this information.  The Archdiocese does everything within its control to maintain the 
confidentiality of the information it receives, subject to the confidentiality policy 
discussed above.  If an accuser refuses to give his/her name and contact information, the 
Archdiocese will retain on file any information that is provided for reference in possible 
related allegations, but it is unlikely that the Archdiocese will be able to pursue an 
investigation in that particular case. 
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The ARB process is purely voluntary, and we respect an individual’s freedom to 
determine whether he or she may wish to undergo what we appreciate can be an 
emotionally challenging experience.  It is possible for an individual with an allegation to 
provide the information either in writing or by telephone.  Persons who would like to 
have additional information about the process before committing to going forward are 
welcome to contact the Archdiocese (at the above address and telephone number) with 
their questions and concerns.  However, the ARB is only able to undertake a meaningful 
investigation of a claim when the individual making an allegation is willing to meet with 
the Archdiocesan Review Board in person and continues to cooperate in the 
investigation.  Once a person has expressed a desire to have the ARB investigate, it is 
expected that the individual will continue to cooperate in the interview process and in any 
necessary follow-up inquiries. 
 
                                                 
* The policies and procedures discussed herein may be revised for any reason at any time at the sole 
discretion of the Archdiocese of Newark.  In accordance with New Jersey law, they do not establish any 
legal right or entitlement in any person or entity and do not constitute an employee handbook or contract. 
 
† Out of respect for the privacy and concern for the safety of the ARB members, their names are not 
published by the Archdiocese.  However, parties to an allegation meet the members of the subcommittee 
assigned to investigate their particular allegation at the time they are interviewed. 
  
‡ Italicized words indicate terms and phrases used in canon law, the governing law of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and, in the context in which they are presented, are intended to have the meaning given them in 
canon law. 


