Octobien 2, 2022

- Excerpt from archives of Msgr. John J. Gilchrist
October 4, 1998

Faith! A simple word. Yet believe it or not this
word has caused endless controversies over the years.

Faith can lead us to terrible problems. If we have
“blind faith” and we trust people or creeds without
questioning the truth of the object of our faith, we are
really quite foolish.

For example, if faith means “trust”, and we trust in
a “confidence” man we can become the victim of a scam.
We can suffer serious loss of our possessions and perhaps
even our lives.

To be valid, faith must have a basis in reality. That
is why time and time again | have told our Catholics that
the Church does not expect you to “leave your brains at
the door of the church.”

The Catholic Church has always had a two fold test
for our beliefs. One is theological. If the Church teaches
something, we ask “is it something that has some basis in
reality?” For example, we believe in Jesus as Second

Person of the Blessed Trinity. But if Jesus had not truly
risen from the dead, as Saint Paul says, “we would indeed
be the saddest and most foolish of people.

Secondly, our faith must be in accord with reason.
We can never expect our people to obey any law unless
there is a substantial and real reason for it. That is why
the Catholic Church often stands alone in the world. We
follow only truth, not merely human options.

So when we say, “Credo,” “I believe” each Sunday,
it is not a mere word. Your faith has historical reason
behind it. We respect your God-given intelligence. Praise
God!
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