Tthe Thitieth Sunday in Crdinary Jine
Cetotier 23, 2022

- Excerpt from the archives of Msgr. John J. Gilchrist
October 25, 1998

Today’s readings from the Book of Sirach and from
Saint Lukr Hof’d lobr got the poor, the widow, the orphan,
and the sinner. In God’s eyes all flesh is grass that blooms,
dries out, and quickly drifts away. God beholds the soul of
each one.

The Gospel speaks of the Pharisees. Yet the
Pharisees get a bad rap. They were, originally, men who
loved God. In the face of a pagan environment, they
decided to obey the law of God. They won respect of all
people, Jews and pagans alike.

By the time of Jesus however, the Pharisees had
become “proud of their humility.” Jesus went to war with
them and soon “pharisee” and “Hypocrite became
synonymous. But the pharisees were not all bad.
Nicodemus and Gamaliel are praised in the New Testament.
The Pharisees even laughed at themselves. Here is a list of
types of Pharisees. It comes from theTalmud. There are
seven categories. Six are ridiculous. Only one is truly
Godly.

1. The strong-shouldered who carry their deeds on
their backs to receive honor from the men.

2. The stumblers, who, in order to be noticed, drag
themselves through the streets and stub their
toes on rocks.

3. The head-knockers, who avert their eyes that
they may not see women, and knock their heads
against walls.

4. The humiliated who walk doubled over

5. The Pharisees of calculation who only obey the
law so they may reap the rewards it promises

6. The Pharisees of fear who only do good out of
fear of punishment.

7. The Pharisees of devotion who are best of the
lot.

So dear friends, we too must be like the good
Pharisees who practice out faith out of love for God. And
know, that even if you are a sinner, God hears your prayers.
He is always hears the cry of the poor.
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