The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(10/9/2022)

- Excerpt from the archives of Msgr. John J.
Gilchrist  October 11, 1998

We have today two stories. Both involve leprosy. Both
involve non-Jews. And both result in miracles of healing

The first is the story of a powerful general in Syria. His
name is Naaman. He is stricken with leprosy. He s in
despair because the illness is incurable. Yet, when an
Israelite slave girl tells him that there is a prophet in Israel
who can cure him, the general starts out with gifts and
hope and travels to visit Elisha. After washing himself in
the Jordan River seven times as Elisha had suggested, the
Syrian, a pagan, was cleansed. He was cleansed because
he performed an act of faith. The water did not purify
him. The Lord cleansed him because of his trust in

God. The stranger became a true believer and let
everyone know of his gratitude.

In the Gospel, we find Jesus, still on his way to Jerusalem,
meeting ten lepers, nine of them were Jews and one was
a Samaritan. Although the two groups did not mix, they
formed a community because of their common

illness. Jesus sent them to see the priests because only
the priests could declare a person clean and worthy to
rejoin their communities. These men believed in

Jesus. The became clean as they traveled to

Jerusalem. The nine were so overjoyed that they just kept
going, first to the priests and then to their homes. Only
the Samaritan, like the Syrian, showed his gratitude by
coming back to Jesus.

Isn’t it true, that we are often ungrateful to God? We
have so much, yet poor people around the world praise
God for the little they have. Our leprosy is sin. Itis a
sickness of the soul. When we are healed of sin, we, like
the Samaritan and Syrian, should give praise to

God. Purity of soul is far more important than physical
well being.
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