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We have passed through the holy season of Advent when
we remembered the time of waiting for the Messiah’s birth.
Then we celebrated the glory of the Christmas Season
which commemorated the birth of the Savior, the Epiphany,
and the Baptism of the Lord Jesus.

Now we are back into the “Ordinary Time” of the Church
Year. Just as we live our daily lives which are interspersed
with special days of celebration and times of difficulties, so
too, the Church lives through the year in the same way. We
will have those days when we celebrate with joy the events
in the life of Christ and His Church. We will have times
when we remember the “hard times” that Jesus and His
Church endured through the years.

In today’s readings we find the prophet Isaiah speaking
to Israel, the servant of the Lord. If Israel serves the Lord
faithfully, glory will come upon the land. They are
encouraged to look forward to the future for the Lord will
reward them. Paul, in the letter to the Corinthians, reminds
the early Christians that Christ Jesus has called them to be a
holy people. Their example will be the guiding force to
bring others to the Lord.

In the gospel account we have heard the apostle John
speaking of John the Baptizer. In Saint John the Baptist we
have an example of a man of deep humility and great
strength. When Jesus appeared at the Jordan River, the
mission of John began to draw to a close. “Now | have seen
for myself and have testified, ‘This is God’s chosen One.”
John says of Jesus at another time, “He must increase, and |
must decrease.” John was a man of enormous faith. He
recognized his role and was content with it. There was no
desire to hold on to those men and women who had
become his own followers when he became aware that
Jesus was now to “take over” on the stage of salvation
history.

In our own day and age, we need the witness of people
like Isaiah and John the Baptist for they call us forth to
examine our own lives and then come to a resolution about
our role in salvation history. How many today can give over
control of their lives to the Lord and then trust completely
that what is best for them will happen? When we put such
power in the hands of God it can be a pretty scary leap of
faith. Human beings have the tendency to believe that they
know what is best for themselves, that their destinies are
completely controlled by themselves. Therein lies the
trouble. Only people of great strength and courage can
place their complete trust in God. And, surprisingly, those
are the people who find true happiness for they discover
that the Lord loves them so much more than they love
themselves — that “all things work together unto good for




those who love god.” Such persons find that true joy and
happiness invades their lives for God is in control.
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