The Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 18, 2022

- From the archives of Msgr. John J. Gilchrist December 20,
1998

Today, because we are in the "A” cycle of readings (that
is the first of the three year cycle), we are reading from
Matthew. Matthew was a Jew. He wrote for Jews who had
become Christians. Therefore, when he wrote his gospel,
Matthew emphasized over and over again, the prophetic

writings of the Old Testament that predicted the coming of

the Messiah. Today, Matthew quotes Isaiah 7. Therefore, the
Church quotes the text in the first reading.

There has always been some argument over this text.
The original Hebrew verse says “An Almah” — that is a
"young girl” shall be with child. Isaiah is saying that Ahaz,
the King of Judah, need not be afraid. The two kings that
are about to attack him will be defeated and disappear. The
text refers to King Hezekiah who would be born. His birth
will be a sign from heaven. Before the child (Hezekiah)

reaches the age of reason, those two kings will be destroyed.

That is why they should call the child "Emmanuel” — or “Goo
is with us.” However, when the Old Testament was printed
in the Greek language about two hundred years before
Jesus, the translator used the Greek word “Parthenos” — or
“Virgin" as a translation of "Almah.”

Thus, Matthew feels very free in saying that Isaiah was
predicting that a “Virgin” would bear a child and He (the
Child) would be called “Emmanuel” or “God is with us.”
Prophets in the Old Testament often had a double vision.
They saw events in their own time. But God was using their
words to predict the distant future. Surely, a virgin has
borne a child. He is truly "God wit us.” How wonderful that
we have lived to see God'’s plan fulfilled. God is with us. Let
us adore Him.
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