Januany 22, 2023
Third Sunday in Ondinawy Time

- From the archives of Monsignor John J. Gilchrist January
21, 1995

In the first reading today, we hear the prophet Isaiah
speaking of the lands where the people had not been
exposed to the ways of the Lord. He says, “The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light....on them a Light
has shone....they rejoice before you.” The prophet reminds
the people in this way of the Messianic promise —one day
the Savior will come. They must prepare themselves and be
ready for that day. And, not only will the Savior come for the
people of Israel, but for the gentiles as well.

In the gospel passage from Saint Matthew, we hear the
names of the same cities that had been mentioned in the
reading from Isaiah: Zebulun and Naphtali. Jesus withdrew to
that territory, we are told by Matthew, to fulfill the prophesy
— “a people living in darkness have seen a great light” —the
“Light” was Jesus, the Messiah

How marvelous is the second part of the gospel passage
that we have heard. Jesus is about to begin His public life and
He is in the process of gathering around Him the first apostles.

Peter, Andrew, James and John, fishermen all, give us the
example of faith, trust, and commitment. These men knew
very little, if anything, about the Lord Jesus. They were

probably associated with John the Baptizer — or at least knew
of his teachings and work at the River Jordan. Perhaps they
had been present when Jesus appeared at the Jordan to be
baptized by John. They might even have been among those
who had been sent by John to ascertain the true identity of
Jesus. However, the greatness of these men lay in the fact
that when Jesus called them “They immediately abandoned
their nets and became His followers...

They abandoned their boats....to follow Him.” And, we know
that they never faltered in their faith. Yes, the day would
come about three years later when they would undergo a
great crisis of faith and “run away” when the going got tough -
but they all came back and ultimately each one was willing to
lay down his life for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Through baptism each of us is incorporated into the
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, the Church. Most of us through
our godparents made a commitment to follow the Lord as
adopted children of God — brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ.
Just as surely as Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, John and
all the other apostles, so too, has the call come to us. How we
respond to the call which we have received is entirely up to
ourselves. We are called to be “other-worldly” —in other
words, to live according to the values that Jesus taught us
rather than with the lack of values which the world
encourages in a variety of ways. To choose Christ is to choose
a tough path, but a glorious one that ends in the eternity of
happiness, joy and complete fulfillment. The longest life on
earth is but the twinkling of an eye in relation to the eternity




which is forever. The choice will always be ours to make.
“Upon those who chose to believe, a great light has shone.
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