Second Sunday of Advent

December 4, 2022

- From the archives of Monsignor John J. Gilchrist December
10, 1995

We continue to hear the reading from the prophet Isaiah.
The Messiah was to spring from the root of Jesse, who was the
father of King David. All of those attributes which are good
and holy were to be embodied in this great Messiah. He would
possess all the characteristics of those who were great in
Israel. Isaiah spoke of a time when “paradise” would be
restored.

We hear of the vision of that time: “The wolf shall live with
the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat hay like the ox. The baby
shall play by the cobra’s den, and the child shall lay hishand on
the adders lair.” In other words, there will be universal peace
and harmony in the land — it will be paradise regained.

In the gospel passage we listen to the account of John the
Baptizer’s appearance at the
Jordan River. He began to preach among the people on the
necessity of repentance for sin
and turning back to God. “Prepare the way of the Lord!”
became his cry. John lived a life of
prayer, fasting and absolute penance. Like Jesus who was to
come after him, John spoke out

against the Pharisees and the Sadducees whom he called “a
brood of vipers!” John was the

herald announcing the approach of the long-awaited messiah.
That was his only ambition in

life, and he carried it out with complete dedication. There was
no wavering or self-

consideration in John. Nor did he seek any recognition for
himself.

During this holy season of Advent, the call of John should
be heard once again in all the lands of the earth. He called the
people and urged them to return to God, to straighten the
pathways of their lives so that the Lord would be able to enter
into their lives and establish peace within them. Our world is
sadly in need of that message today for we are painfully aware
of the many conflicts, divisions and wars that are being waged
today. And not only do these problems exist among nations
but also within countries and families. The harmony of which
the prophet Isaiah spoke seems so far out of reach —an
impossible dream. And yet the Lord Jesus came to show us the
way to peace and harmony and happiness. God has never
failed His people — His people have often failed God.
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