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The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison,
NJ, February 16, 2020

LAW AND SPIRIT

Opening the first reading Sirach, it says: “If you
choose you can keep the commandments”. Because God
gives each one the ability to assert himself freely in the
face of good and evil, faithfulness and sin. It is good to
know, because the Word of this Sunday puts us before
the Law: the Old Law received from God and delivered
to the people by Moses, on Mount Sinai, and the New
Law proclaimed by Jesus on the Mount of Beatitudes.

The justice of the scribes and Pharisees consisted
precisely in the blind application of the law, regardless
of the concrete circumstances, thus sacrificing the good
and the lives of the people that the Law was intended to
promote.

Jesus is going to update the old Law, rereading it
in the light of the God of Love that He had come to
reveal and manifested in his own free way of acting,
transgressing the law of fasting or the Sabbath when
charity demanded it. But this does not dispense with the
sensitivity of the details; rather, it leads to giving them a

refined attention for the desire to return to charity with
our sensitivity. But sensitivity that cannot be confused
with scrupulosity.

With this new outlook of Jesus, we also pray the
Responsorial Psalm with a different heart: “Open my
eyes, that I may consider the wonders of your law.
Instruct me, O LORD, in the way of your statutes, that |
may exactly observe them. Give me discernment, that |
may observe your law and keep it with all my heart.”

United with you in mission, | am your servant
and friend,

Tather Jobin Cortoc

SkEAEMRXK{EE (the message from Fr.
John Carlos)
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