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The first reading comes to us today from the Book of
Leviticus. This book follows the Book of Genesis and the Book
of Exodus in the Old Testament. It is divided into six parts and
today’s reading comes from the fifth part: laws to govern
Israel’s life as a holy people. Basically what the writer is saying
to the people is that they have been set apart to be God’s
Chosen people. As such, they are required to follow the Ten
Commandments as well as the precepts, or laws, that have
been established for them. Further, they are commanded to
obey the “second” commandment — to love their neighbor. At
that time neighbor meant a fellow-Israelite, however, they
were then told that the law to love your neighbor as yourself
was intended to include the residents alien as well.

The gospel from Matthew continues from the point at
which we left off last week. Jesus says, “you have heard it
said....but | tell you” a number of times. What he was
emphasizing to those who were following Him was the fact
that it was not enough to do only that which is commanded by
law. The disciples of Jesus were called to do more —to see the
needs of others even before they asked, to walk the extra
mile, to pray for the enemy as well as the friend. Finally, Jesus

says, “In a word, you must be perfected as your heavenly
Father is perfect.” Be perfect in love to all.

We the followers of Jesus Christ today, are called to the
same degree of holiness and sanctity that Jesus called His
disciples and apostles to. The Church of Jesus Christ stands
today as a bulwark against many forces in today’s world. And,
there are many who despise the Church for the positions
which the Church adheres to. But all the forces of hell cannot
prevail against this Church for it stands with Jesus Christ Who
founded it. As members of this Church we are continually
called upon to examine our own lives against the standards
which have been set up for us by the Lord Jesus Himself.

As we prepare to enter into the holy season of Lent which
begins on Wednesday of this week, perhaps it is time to sit
back quietly in the presence of God and give some serious
thought to how our individual lives measure up against those
standards which Jesus established when He said, “but | say to
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