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The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison,
NJ, February 9, 2020

MISSION

This Sunday’s gospel briefly expresses Jesus’ identifying
two characteristics of his disciples. The first characteristic
is to be “salt of the earth”: the disciple of Jesus is the one
who contemplates this world, through the “wisdom” of
God's designs. It is Christ, the Word of God, who makes
known to us the designs of God, manifested, in a special
way, on the Cross.

Today, St. Paul tells us that to proclaim Christ and his
cross, human wisdom is not enough, but also the grace of
the Holy Spirit who makes us understand the words of
Christ, in which we find Christian “wisdom”. This is the
wisdom that must be communicated by the disciples to the
world, being the salt of the earth, so that the world can
experience the taste of the things of God.

The second characteristic of Christ's disciples is that they
are “light of the world”. Just as Christ is the “Light from
Light” (Creed), the true light that, when he came into the
world, illuminated all men, so must the disciples.

To do good works is to light the lamp, where it shines for
everyone who is at home. Practicing charity and loving
one's neighbor is a light that illuminates all those around
us, not for their own praise, but for the praise of God the
Father to spread to all peoples, imitating Jesus in the
fulfillment of his saving mission.

United with you in mission, | am your servant and friend,

Father John Carlos
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