Third Sunday in Lent
March 12, 2023

- From the archives of Msgr. John J. Gilchrist March
10, 1995

The setting for the gospel account in the liturgy today is
once again in a Samaritan town. We fin Jesus at Jacob’s
well. His disciples had gone off to the town to procure some
food

As circumstances unfolded, we hear the conversation
between Jesus and the Samaritan woman who had come to
the well to draw water. She was taken back by the fact that
He would even speak to her — not only was she a Samaritan
whom Jesus despised, but a woman.

Jesus was reaching out once again to someone who was
considered to be a public sinner and one who was rejected
by all others, including her own people. Not only did Jesus
speak to this woman, but He offered her the hope of a
better life —and ore importantly, the hop of eternal life.
Her heart was willed with wonder and excitement as she
made her way back to the town to recount to all who would
listen the story of “a man who has told me everything |
have done; could this be the Christ?”

The disciples were completely confused when they
returned from the town with the food because Jesus
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seemed to have no interest in eating. They did not
understand the meaning of “food” of which He spoke.

Samaritans of the town came out immediately upon
hearing the woman’s encounter. They were filled with
enthusiasm, and they pleaded with Jesus to stay on for
awhile with them. So often Jesus faced rejection when He
traveled and when He taught. Here, in this enclave of
despised Samaritans, Jesus was accepted — without
qguestion. These people were eager to hear His teachings
and the gospel of John tells us, “He stayed for two days, and
many came to believe in Him on the strength of the worth
He spoke to them.”

In our own lives, Jesus speaks to us over and over again.
We hear Him in the Scriptures, of course, be He comes to us
in many other forms as well. People who enter our lives for
the short term or over the long term —in brief encounters
or long, sustained relationships. We hear the voice of God
in the inspirations which are a part of daily life — the chance
opportunities that come into each of our lives which we can
accept or reject. Indeed, Jesus has the “words of eternal
life,”....the water that will become a spring of life within,”
“the bread which is His Body.” Our lives are filled with the
opportunity of saying “Yes!” as did the Samaritans, or of
saying “No!” as did so many of the chosen.
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