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In the first book of Samuel we learn of how the Lord
Himself revealed to Samuel the prophet that he was to
anoint Saul to be the first King of the Israelites. As time
passed, Saul proved himself to be unworthy of the kingship
for he did not follow the commands of the Lord. Therefore,
the Lord sent Samuel to Jesse of Bethlehem to seek the
successor of Saul to be the next king of Israel. Our first
reading today continues from that point in time.




Samuel set off as he had been told to do and upon
finding Jesse inquired as to his sons. One after the other
was brought before him and each was rejected by God.
Finally, the youngest, David, was brought in from the fields.
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”
And, we are told, “the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon
David from that day forward.” For many years, David
showed great respect and compassion toward Saul who for
the most part, treated David shamefully. Eventually, Saul
was slain in a battle against the Philistines.

In the gospel account of the man born blind, Jesus
manifests Himself as the light of life. In this case there was
much discussion about who was responsible for this man’s
blindness —the man himself or his parents. Jesus responds
that neither the man nor his parents are responsible; this is
an occasion for God to act.

“With that, Jesus spat on the ground, made mud with His
saliva, and smeared the man’s eyes with the mud.” The
{Pharisees considered the “making of mud” to be work —
and was a breach of the sabbath laws. However, the
miracle authenticates Jesus as a messenger from God. The
man was thoroughly interrogated by the Pharisees, as were
his parents, for they protested that “One who broke the
sabbath must be a sinner.” In an attempt to cover their
own defeat with this man, the Pharisees denounced the
man who had been blind.

As we reflect upon the readings today, we find a similar
theme in the reading from Samuel and the reading from the
gospel of John. Samuel was sent by God to anoint David
who was to be the king of Israel. Jesus was sent by God to
bring the good news of salvation to all who would hear it
and live by it. Both David and Jesus would encounter
numerous obstacles along their paths as they carried out
the work of God.

Each of us have also been commissioned by God to do
something in this world that no one else can do for us. We
will have our good times and our bad times. But always, if
we are faithful, the plan of God will come to fruition in our
lives — but only if we cooperate with the grace of God in
carrying out our role in this great tapestry of life. Our free
will is precisely that — a “free” will. God’s way is not one of
coercion, but rather one of love choosing the godly way of
living.
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