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The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison, NJ,
March 20, 2022

CHANGE OUR LIVES

Starting on the third Sunday of Lent, the readings of
cycle C insist on the need for conversion and on God's
mercy. In fact, the ideas of conversion, reorienting our
lives to the gospel, repentance, and correction are at
the heart of the Lenten message. God calls us to
conversion and offers us his forgiveness. This Sunday's
gospel is very clear and direct.

Jesus draws a lesson from some events that happened
to some Galileans who had revolted and were killed by
the authorities and from others who were crushed to
death by a fallen tower. In the mentality of that time,
misfortunes, accidents, illnesses were considered as a
punishment for sins committed. Jesus warns against
the temptation to think that those who have not been
victims of these misfortunes are being all just and do
not need conversion: “But I tell you, if you do not
repent, you will all perish as they did!” Each one has
faults, we all have to recognize our sinful condition,
we all need conversion.

The perspective from which the need for conversion is
called is not that of punishment that awaits them, but
that of a good and merciful God who wants to forgive
and save us. We all need conversion, no one can say
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they don't need it. Many who think they are safe will
soon fall. Jesus offers us this Lent an opportunity to
change our lives.

Feeling that we are part of the holy People of God, let
us joyfully walk this journey of hope.

Father John Carlos
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