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Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 26, 2023

— From the archives of Msgr. John J. Gilchrist March
24, 1995

Our first reading today comes from the prophet Ezekiel.
As a prophet to the exile Israelites who were carried into
Babylon, Ezekiel assured his hearers of the abiding presence
of God among them. He constantly emphasized the Lord’s
role in the vents of everyday life. He underscored the
integrity of the individual and each one’s personal




responsibility to God. To a helpless and hopeless people he
brought hope of restoration to a homeland and a temple by
their just and holy God.

In this selection from Chapter 37 of the Book of Ezekiel,
the people are presented with a vision of hope. Thereiis a
promise of the re-establishment of a new homeland for
Israel. Also, there is the anticipation of the doctrine of
resurrection from the dead. Resurrection is the theme for
today’s gospel as well. We hear the beautiful story of the
raising of Lazarus from the dead. This is a crowing miracle,
revealing Jesus as the giver of life. This event also is an
anticipation of His own death.

It is interesting to make note of the fact that Jesus is
never hurried in what He does. He left for Bethany when
the time was right for him to do so, even though He could
have prevented Lazarus from death itself by leaving when
he got the message of the illness. The same thing would
happen with His own death. Only when the time was right
would His enemies have earthly control over Him.

We find in this passage from Saint John another
reference to Martha, the active one, and Mary, the
contemplative one. Both Martha and Mary repeat the
same words to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here my
brother would not have died.” Both believed in the
resurrection on the last day. But, both were in deep
mourning over the loss of their beloved brother. Jesus
shared that deep sorrow for we are told, “Jesus began to

weep” when He was taken to the place where Lazarus was
laid to rest.

From this point on, however, conscious efforts were
made to arrest Jesus. We are told by John, “Jesus no longer
walked openly about among the Jews, but went from there
to a town called Ephraim in the region near the wilderness,
and he remained there with his disciples. Jesus is not only
the agent of final resurrection but gives eternal life now.
The body dies, but the person will never die. In our daily
life, Jesus is the guiding light to salvation. We have seen the
way. We have learned of the goodness and love of God for
each of us through the life, teachings and death of Jesus
Christ.

As Lent rushes to a close, it is time to re-examine our own
lifestyles to determine if we are truly in step with the
teachings of Jesus Christ or if “the time is right” for true
conversion to the Lord in our everyday lives.
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