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The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison, NJ,
March 27, 2022

THE PRODIGAL SON

The story of the prodigal son and that wise and loving
father mirrors humanity's relationship with God. God
gave the people he created the freedom to make their
own decisions, even bad decisions. And unfortunately,
from the start, people have been deciding "to leave
home" and go their own way. They have sinned.

God, like the father of our parable, allows his children
to suffer the consequences of their bad decisions, not to
punish them but rather to bring them to their senses.
To help them realize that turning away from him, that
leaving their father's house, only brings them into the
pig sty of sin and selfishness.
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When we sinners realize our need to return home, God
the Father embraces us and restores us to himself. We
see that in the healing and forgiving ministry of Jesus,
a ministry that continues through the Church,
especially through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

God allows us to make bad decisions. May the
consequences we suffer give us the wisdom to see
what the prodigal son eventually came to realize. True
happiness and peace are only found when we are at
home with the Father!

Feeling that we are part of the holy People of God, let
us joyfully walk this journey of hope.

Father John Carlos

MEEEmER (3/27/2022)

SREMEBHETNER. BINESTHRET AT EEB
BREE@ERECES, EMMIKEEIEREME, XIE,

MER, —EERBMNBRITHIHANOINS . 5 KEBER
Rte it — N REMBANILFIEE. NLFARFEL,
T HARNANARKERENEE KEEEEREDK
. BTRSR, 2BERE, RIGEAESHRTEL, ®
EALINBANRYE . BHBEFEIMAALARNENEN

FBHE, BTIRMERRERICNER. AREEA
REFISHRR, MBETMHIR, ATELIAE EE
KHGH., BREKARNE, MNEERDIXMEMEL,
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KMEF/NILTF. RILFR—IRETIE, AMOMKE,
RIRIIN . SORXHRAT A B RGP R 25 e T R I BE R

SRFESCHLEmE R T REXNBAT— L2 FEALRRE

MTE. RARBNERER, 22K ERLIA].

XAMEMAE R —NEE L hBR T UeSERMT HE IR
MREMILE. EENeIEITRAKE, BEEFFE
B, AWML, T ERABEDREBX , #ED
RIEANE N TSR EENBIE, [KERE, FKIABBERER
E, WORTESL ek AN LT AR E R R AR,

FERRKEMFXNREESRRE, MUEBEBSMERAF L,
DU FY B B IA A R XHEZE 37 BRER

SRNBEEREZ BRZMEETE? @ik AL

THEETHEEMEFRESEHNRAT, EERAILT
M SEMBA—FEREIRAF?
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