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The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison,
NJ, March 29, 2020

PRIESTS WITHOUT PEOPLE

(Except from article by Fr. Paul D. Scalia, The Catholic
Thing, March 22)

As of the suspending of the public celebration of
the Mass, it feels as though from now on it was always
to be Good Friday. Granted, the analogy is not perfect.
Our situation is not exactly like Good Friday. The Mass
is still being offered (albeit privately), our Eucharistic
Lord is still present, and our churches are still open for
people to come and pray. Still, although necessary, the
suspension of public Mass does create a sorrow not
unlike Good Friday’s. It is like being exiled from a
loved one: you know where He is, but you cannot be
with Him.

Here is another painful exile: that of the priest
from his people. The faithful throughout the world
suffer the pain of life without the Mass. Priests suffer
the pain of life without their people. Those men have
given their lives for Christ’s flock. Now they struggle to
understand their lives apart from that flock. Tend the
flock of God in your midst, Saint Peter exhorts the
Church’s pastors. (1Pt 5:2) But what to do when the
flock is no longer in your midst. . .and not allowed to be?
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(Priests) lives don’t make sense without a people
to serve or a flock to tend. When asked what he thought
about the laity, Saint John Henry Cardinal Newman
famously observed that “the Church would look foolish
without them.” As it turns out, it is (the) priests who
look most foolish in that scenario.

The suspension of public Mass, like any cross we
endure, can and should become an occasion for spiritual
growth. We need to draw what good we can from this
suffering.

Ours is an unexpected advent in the midst of Lent.
We are waiting — and thus preparing — for when the
priest of Christ can again be with his people.

Keeping you in my prayers,
Father John Carlos
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