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It is difficult to imagine the various emotions that engulfed the
apostles and disciples during the days between Palm Sunday and
the feast of Pentecost. First, there was the exaltation that they must
have felt when they marched into Jerusalem in triumph on Palm
Sunday. What a sight that must have been! Here was their Rabbi,
Teacher, Companion, Friend being hailed as a king...and they were
associates. Just as quickly came the feelings of dejection when
“Jesus realizing that they would seize Him and make Him king,
passed from their midst.” He could have had anything He wanted,
and He rejected it all.

Although Jesus had spoken on various occasions about His
resurrection from the dead, the apostles and the others who heard
did not understand — and who could blame them for that? When
the women came back from the tomb and told the apostles that the
tomb of Jesus was empty and that He had risen from the dead.

Today’s gospel tells us that later that same day, Jesus came upon
two of the disciples as they walked toward Emmaus. Joining them
as they traveled along, He inquired as to the discussion that they
were having. These men probably wondered at the ignorance of
their companion who did not know of all the events that had
occurred in Jerusalem during the past week — after all, Jesus was “
the news of the day.” Jesus slowly began to link the prophesied s to
all that had happened during the previous week. So enthralled were
the disciples with the “traveling companion” that when He seemed
to be continuing on after they reached Emmaus, they pleaded with
Him to stay on and share their lodgings. He agreed to do so. During

the course of the evening meal, Jesus took bread and said the
blessing and offered it to them — “and their eyes were open and
they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.

How patient Jesus had always been with these apostles and
disciples and after His resurrection He still remained so. These were
the chosen band of people who would carry on His work. They and
those who would come after them through all the ages of the world
were to become the “Christophers” — the “Christ-bearers” to a
world that would often be hostile and alien to the message of Jesus
Christ.

We are the disciples today. We will experience all the emotions
that the apostles, disciples, and even the Blessed Virgin Mary
experienced. We will have our “ups and downs,” but Jesus calls us
to remain faithful to Him — to be His “Christ-bearers” in a society
that had strayed so far from what he taught. Jesus told the apostles
and all His followers that their future would not be easy. He would
tell us the same thing. Ultimately, their decision to follow Him was
their own —as is ours.
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