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In the first reading today, which is a continuation of the Acts
of the Apostles, we hear Peter addressing the crowds of
people on the first Pentecost. The power of the Holy Spirit is
clearly seen in the strength of faith and courage that Saint
Peter and the other apostles manifested. There was no doubt
that the teachings of Jesus Christ had been placed in capable
hands as the apostles and disciples began to grow in their new
role as bearers of the message that had be entrusted to them
by the Lord Jesus Himself.
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The responsorial psalm and the gospel are closely linked.
“The Lord is my Shepherd there is nothing | shall want.” The
psalm serves as a reminder that the Lord will never fail to
provide for us if we place out trust and confidence in His
Divine Providence. This is not as simple as it seems. It is very
difficult to make a leap of faith that places complete trust in
God. We are too used to providing for ourselves and
assuming, incorrectly, that we are in total control of everything
that happens in our lives. Yes, we must do all in our power to
provide for our own needs, but when that has been done, we
recognize that God is “The Power” in all of our lives.

The gospel tells us that Jesus is the Shepherd who gives His
life. The people in Jesus time, as the shepherds today, would
relate completely to this parable. It is true, strikingly true to
life. The gatekeeper is apparently someone who is paid be a
number of shepherds to guard the sheep in one fold, since
Jesus refers to several shepherds by inference and repeats His
own sheep several times. Christ is the gate into God’s fold. He
refers to those who pretend to be Messiahs when he says
“They (the sheep) will not follow a stranger; such a one they
will flee, because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice”
Christ provides escape from the perils of sin, freedom, and the
spiritual sustenance (bread, water, and light of life). The Life
that He promises will be abundant, beyond ability to measure.

Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises that
God Himself will come to shepherd His people. Not only will
the promises be fulfilled for the Jewish people, but the
Gentiles, the non -Jews, will be welcomed by Jesus into the

fold of God’s sheepfold. The flock of God will be comprised of
peoples of all nations.

As we reflect upon the readings today, we can only come to
the conclusion that the Lord God cares for each of us with an
overwhelming love. If we could fully comprehend the
enormity of the incarnation, birth, life and death of Jesus
Christ, we would begin to understand how great and
unconditionally God loves us. And what does God ask of us?
Not very much at all. To live in a manner that is consistent
with being a child of God. To embrace as a way of life the
teachings of His Son Jesus Christ, to recognize that God is the
Master of the Universe — not us. If we could follow this way of
life we would find not only eternal happiness after this life, but
the enormous peace and joy in this life as well.
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