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— Excerpt from Young Catholics, The Ascension of the
Lord Year A 2023

The feast of the Ascension of the Lord commemorates the
day that Jesus Christ ascended into Heaven. He also gave the
Great Commission, that all of the world should be saved. In
the first reading the ascension of Jesus is recounted and the
Apostles are told they will receive the Holy Spirit. In the
second reading we hear that Jesus Christ rules heaven and
earth. And in the gospel Jesus tells his disciples to preach the
Good News to the whole world and wait for the promised
Holy Spirit to come upon them. The second reading speaks of
the ascension as an exaltation of Jesus Christ, who is now




seated at the right hand of God in heaven, with power and
authority over all things, and is a source of hope and
enlightenment for believers.

The Great Commission: This is a command given by Jesus
to his disciples to go out to the world and make disciples of all
nations. The Great Commission requires the disciples to go
out into the world and make disciples of all nations. This
emphasizes the importance of reaching out beyond one’s own
community to share the message of Jesus Christ.

Evangelism: This is the act of sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ with others. The Great Commission in all three
passages emphasizes the importance of evangelism as part of
making disciples.

Getting our of our comfort zones: Making disciples often
requires stepping outside of one’s comfort zone and engaging
with people who may have different backgrounds, cultures, or
beliefs. This is emphasized in the Great Commission as
disciples are called to go out to all nations.

Holy Spirit: In the first reading, Jesus tells his disciples that
they will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon
them. The Holy Spirit is also mentioned in the second reading
as the source of wisdom and revelation that helps believers
understand the hope to which they have been called. In the
gospel, Jesus promises to be with his disciples always, even to
the end of the age, indicating that his presence will be with
them through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is thus a vital
component of the Great Commission and evangelism.

In summary, the readings for the Ascension of the Lord
remind us of our commission to be witnesses of Christ, the
power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and the promise of
Christ’s return. May we always be faithful to this commission,
living in the power of the Holy Spirit and eagerly anticipating
the return of our Lord and Savior.
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