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FTertecast Surnday
May 28, 2023

- From the archives of Msgr. John J. Gilchrist May 26,
1996

This is one of those rare times when we celebrate a feast
that has two distinctly different set of readings for the
Saturday evening Vigil Mass and the Masses on Sunday.

The first reading for the vigil comes from the Book of
Genesis. The writer uses a story to tell the people how pride
and the desire to achieve fame on the part of the builders had
resulted in God’s intervention. We are told that “the Lord
confused the speech of all the world.” This was a way of
explaining the origin of languages and cultures. On Pentecost
Sunday in the Acts of the Apostles we are again confronted
with a difference of languages. “They (the apostles and
disciples) began to express themselves in foreign
languages....and Jews of every nation who had come to
Jerusalem for the feast were much confused because each one
heard these men speaking in their own languages.” And they
asked, “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?
How is it that each of us hears them in his native tongue.”

The gospel selections for both the vigil and the feast day
itself come from Saint John. First, there is the account of that
time when Jesus was celebrating a festival day among the
people. They were commemorating the time when water was
miraculously provided for the Jewish people as they sojourned

through the desert on their way to the Promised Land. Jesus
cried out “if anyone thirsts, let him come to Me, let him drink
who believes in Me. ‘From within the rivers of living water
shall flow’” And, we are told, Jesus was referring to the Holy
Spirit Who was to come (on Pentecost).

On Pentecost Sunday we hear John again. Only this time it
is after his Resurrection on Easter Sunday. And the scripture
tells us, “Then he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit.”” The same image is used here as was used in the
first book of the Bible, Genesis, when “the Lord formed man
and breathed into him the breath of life; and the man became
a living being.” The same image that was used to describe the
communication of the natural life is used here to express the
communication of the new, spiritual life of a re-created
humanity. The Church, having received the Holy Spirit,
embodies Christ’s mission of forgiveness.

At the Masses of both days, we listen to the words from the
teachings of Saint Paul, in the Holy Spirit we are given the
power to hope for all that we cannot see, to believe that God
is alive and at work in the world through all of us. In our
differences we complement the gifts of each other. Although
we all possess different talents and gifts from the Lord who
has created us and keeps us in existence, it is, indeed, the
same Holy Spirit at work with each and every one. lItis the
Holy Spirit that all of us, whether Jews or Greek, slave or free,
rich or poor, were baptized into the one body. All of us have
been given to drink of the one Spirit.

XHPEIET  (5/28/2023)
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REME, HEGSEAGZEMN, CHEEERITGF.

A R ARG, WARILA)T . BRBRSE AL ar T R A
IRIEEARE T, ABTEITT 7 A0 K AU 4T 114
[THJL, TERABATRIHR, AR RE 1 LART MR 55 25
T BB S EREMANES R ERBRIMEN. ALk
HR TN a2 7B OrT 5. et IaE]
AR BEL BN REAE WAL,

: SR I T R S BRERAN 1 2 B A (K B 20 B S AE AT 0
f OH, DABMESIAREE. T 2akEM—EWaE
3 BATEH = BB AT E EHRERA TR [ TAEM BT R B 4
. AT AR A, EUBRNASHEEH, BHEERNE
LB DR A, PR, R T Bk R A 4

DU NPt okl b, A 5K il i1 22 T B 23X
FEo BORTTHFS B UL MORA—RIZHEIR, BRI A
i, MABEHRUETFINRE, PEEE—IFE. 3
NI ER, AR HEEA AT 8], A5 bt iy AN XS
JriE . (HHRERIS R TIENTARA Z . BRSO EATIR
BEEZAH, BEHRIFHANATRE GHEER) 0. 2220 %
iy, AT RTE 5wt A, THaaSit. ARt AN
R [ZAES L rREMERERAN =SS, EEPA
#Aa [ERiIES] 6
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