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Last week we celebrated the Feast of the Blessed Trinity. This
week we celebrate the glorious Feast of Corpus Christi, the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ. The first reading today comes from the
book of Deuteronomy. Moses appealed to the people who were
wandering in the desert after leaving Egypt that they never forget
how God cared for them daily. Each day God provided them with
manna (a kind of bread-like substance) from heaven.

Saint Paul, in the letter to the Corinthians speaks of the mystery
of the Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus. “Is not the cup of blessing
we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread
which we break a sharing in the Body of Christ?” Paul goes on to
stress the unity which should exist among all who are followers of
Christ because “many though we are, we are one body for we
partake of the one loaf — the One Jesus Christ.”

The gospel passage from Saint John finds Jesus presenting
teachings that are an unmistakable reference to the Eucharist. In
Saint John’s gospel, there is no account of the Last Supper. Rather,
this particular passage takes its place. “ | myself am the living bread
come down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live
forever, and the bread that | will give for the life of the world is my
flesh.” Further, Jesus makes reference to the passage from
Deuteronomy when he says, “Unlike your ancestors who ate
(manna in the desert) and died nonetheless, the one who east this
bread will live forever.”

On the day that Jesus said these things, a number of
consequences were set into motion. First, there were those who
said, “This is a hard saying, and who can believe it.” Then there
were others who complained that such talk was offensive. Still

others made the strong determination to find “an opportunity to kill
Him.” Jesus knew all these things, but He did not back down. He
watched as so many turned their backs on Him and walked away.
“So Jesus asked twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon
Peter answered Him, “Lord to whom can we go? You have the
words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that You
are the Holy One of God.”

Those must have been very difficult days for Jesus and for the
apostles and disciples who chose to continue their allegiance to
Him. Unlike ourselves, these men and women did not have the
advantage of hindsight. They were living all those events which
would eventually lead to martyrdom for most of them. They
probably understood nothing of what was happening. They had
cast their lot with Jesus Christ, and they were in it for the long haul.
And it would be just that — a long haul.

In our own lives, Jesus Christ comes to us in the Eucharist at
every Mass. He extends the invitation, “Take and eat, this is My
Body, take and drink, this is My blood.” In every Catholic Church
throughout the world, Jesus Christ is present in the tabernacle and
keeps vigil for those who love Him and come to spend time with
Him in solitude. This feast which we celebrate today reminds us
very forcefully to pause and consider the gift which God has given
us in His only Son who was chosen to remain with us in the
sacramenta Presence which we call the Holy Eucharist until the
world as we know it comes to an end.
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