The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison, NJ,
June 19, 2022

CHRIST SATISFIES

This week's Gospel reading focuses on one of Christ's
most famous miracles - the miracle of the multiplication
of loaves and fish to feed five thousand men and up to
tifteen thousand to twenty thousand people in total, with
just five loaves and two fish. The miracle of the
multiplication of the loaves and fishes is found in all four
Gospels, meaning it was considered one of the most
significant miracles for all the Gospel writers.

The miracle occurs when the apostles are invited to bring
the small amount of bread and fish they have to Christ
and trust that He can satisfy the hunger of the great
multitude of people.

More than just keeping the crowd's hunger in check,
Christ superabundantly satisfied them when twelve
baskets of food were left over.

This miracle also serves as a sign pointing to the
institution of the Holy Eucharist by Jesus. His Body and
Blood are present after the words of consecration
pronounced by the priest. In the Eucharist, Jesus is truly
present under the guise of bread and wine. This
wonderful truth is honored today by the Church with the
feast of Corpus Christi, which in Latin means "Body of
Christ".

A blessed and joyous Father’s Day,

Father John Carlos
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