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The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison, NJ,
June 26, 2022

JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM

This Sunday's Gospel places before us two profoundly
contrasting situations: on the one hand, the rejection of
Jesus on his way to Jerusalem, and on the other, the
sincere and generous desire shown by various people
to follow him.

The journey of Jesus to Jerusalem, which the text
speaks to us with all solemnity, is not “just one more”
among many that Jesus will have made, but “the last
journey”, to live his Pasion, a journey in such a way
important that it is preceded by sending messengers
ahead. The purpose of this trip is so important - to go
to manifest His Easter - that this is precisely the reason
why the Samaritans do not receive Him, arousing the
indignation of the disciples.

In profound contrast to this rejection is the second part
of the text, in which we see several people, “full of
good desires”, approaching Jesus, manifesting the
desire to follow him. However, these “good desires”
that animate those who want to follow Jesus “collide”
with the conditions that He places for that same

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»

following: total abandonment to the Father's will, in
terms of material things, the willingness to leave
everything behind, starting with their own family, to
dedicate themselves to the proclamation of the
Kingdom of God.

In your service, prayerfully,

Father John Carlos
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