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This week we celebrate the feast of the Trinity. We
contemplate the glorious, if incomprehensible, mystery of
Three Divine Persons in One God. Were we able to live for
countless centuries on the earth, were we able to assemble
the most brilliant intellectuals who have ever existed, still, we
would be at a loss to explain such a mystery, for it truly is
supernatural — above the power of nature to fathom.

In the Book of Exodus, prior to the reading which we have
heard today, there was a conservation that the Lord had with
Moses. In this dialogue, Moses said to the Lord, “Show me
Your glory, | pray.” The Lord replied, “l will make all My
goodness pass before you, and | will be gracious, and will show
mercy on whom | will show mercy. But, you cannot see My
face; for no one can see me and live.”

In the portion of Exodus which formed the first reading for
today’s liturgy, Moses was imploring the Lord to “come along
with hm” to face the people “for they are a stiff-necked
people.” At the same time Moses pleads and he asks the Lord
to remember that they are His people, and he asks for pardon
on their behalf. The Lord does relent and, filled with love for
His people, enters into another covenant. He will be their God
and they will be His people.

Paul, in the second letter to the people of Corinth,
admonished them to “live in harmony and peace, and the God
of love and peace will be with you.” He then spoke words
which we often use in prayer, “The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all!” The Blessed Trinity — Three Persons in
One God — was an intricate part of Christian life from the very
beginning.

Finally, in the gospel account, Jesus speaking to Nicodemus
reminds him that the love of God for the world and its people
led him to “give up” His only Son for the salvation of
humankind. Through Jesus Christ, the world is offered the
hope of eternal happiness in the kingdom of the Father. God’s
purpose is to save. God loves so deeply that the salvation of
all people is willed — but not forced.

We are called to be a holy people, a people set apart, a
Christ-like people. Jesus came to earth and did all in His power
to show us the way to live on earth and the way to attain
eternal salvation. There are certain beliefs which we hold that
are called “supernatural mysteries” — truths that are simply
beyond our comprehension. The Holy Trinity which we
celebrate today is one such truth. Why do we believe in such
mysteries? Because the Lore has, in some way, revealed them
to us and God can not deceive us. One day, when we step
beyond the veil of this earth and enter into the presence of
the Lord, we shall understand more fully things which are
hidden from us in this world. Then we shall understand —and
our joy shall be complete.
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