The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison, NJ,
July 31, 2022

RICH IN THE EYES OF GOD

In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus alerts us to the freedom
of heart that we are called to have in relation to earthly
goods that must be at our service and not enslave us.
Indeed, as we can see from the example of the sharing
of the inheritance pointed out in the Gospel, how often
material goods are even the cause of division and
conflict within families!

Once again, to illustrate a reality that, in fact, is
complex, Jesus tells a simple parable, in which material
goods are highlighted. No matter how much comfort
and well-being they can provide us, it’s nothing more
than an apparent tranquility, as they can do nothing in
the face of the reality of the ephemerality and
transience of our life that, sooner or later, necessarily
comes to an end.

In profound contrast to the attitude of the “rich fool”,
Jesus proposes to us another attitude of life, this one
that gives true peace: accumulating good works, thus
making us “rich in the eyes of God”.

In the intimacy of silence, let us ask ourselves:

* In “whom” do I place my trust? On “whom” does
my life depend?

* What kind of wealth do I try to accumulate in my
daily life: material goods, or “works of eternal life”?

In your service, prayerfully,

Father John Carlos
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