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The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison, NJ,
September 11, 2022

THE LOST

The parables of mercy that we hear this Sunday, while
being the unequivocal declaration that God's merciful
love for us is limitless, also allow us to "dive into the
heart of God" and experience His profound joy in each
one of us. Realizing our error, we turn to Him with a
humble and contrite heart.

If, on the one hand, the parable of the lost sheep and
the drachma show God's tireless search for us, without
ever giving up on the definitive encounter with us, the
parable of the prodigal son highlights the irreplaceable
role that our freedom and desire to return to the
intimacy of the Father play a vital role in this whole
process.

The joy referred to in the three parables is precisely the
fruit of the meeting of these two freedoms: that of God,
who never ceases to seek us, and ours, of being found
and rescued by Him.

Am I truly aware that God's merciful love for me is
boundless?

What in my life have I not yet allowed to be “touched
by this love”?
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Do I truly rejoice in the fruits of conversion that I see in
my brothers?

Remembering the innocent who lost there lives on
September 11, 2001 and the courageous in its the
aftermath,

May they rest in God’s eternal Peace,

Father John Carlos
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