The Reflection from Pastor Fr. John
Carlos, Holy Cross Church, Harrison, NJ,
September 4, 2022

THE GREATER GOOD

This Sunday's Gospel speaks to us in a particular way
about the demands of living as disciples of Jesus, that
is, in dependence and imitation of the One we follow.

Jesus presents himself to those who want to follow him
as “the greater good” for which all “lesser goods” must
be refused. In fact, if we read the Gospel carefully, we
see that none of what Jesus requires of his disciples to
“leave behind” in order to follow him freely is evil in
itself.

On the contrary, all that Jesus refers to are good things.
However, precisely because they are good, we run the
risk of being trapped in them, leaving no “space” in
our hearts for Jesus to come and occupy the center of
our lives.

What “goods” have I already given up to “be a disciple
of Jesus”?

What are the “goods” that I am still “not able to give
up” in order to have a free heart for Him?

In your service, prayerfully,

Father John Carlos
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