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Celebration of Lunar New Year

Holy Cross Church - Harrison N]J
February 5,2023

The Lunar New Year is an event celebrated by
millions of people across the world on the first new moon
of their calendar. | am very happy that this great festival is
part of the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Newark.
So many parishes with Korean, Vietnamese and Chinese
Catholics have shared the joy of the season, we have prayed
in respect and gratitude for our ancestors, and many little
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children rejoiced to receive a red envelope with “lucky
cash”!

| am impressed that we celebrate the first new moon
at the darkest time of the year, a time when we appreciate
the importance of light. Different feasts of our religion
invite us to think about darkness and light.

Last Thursday, the Church celebrated the ancient
feast of the Presentation of the Lord or Candlemas. That
day, the Word of God reminded us of the entrance of the
Lord into the Temple. Two elders, Simeon and Anna,
recognized in the Child Jesus “a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel (Lk. 2: 32)

Today the Church invites us to consider the means to
this light that gives life. The first reading from the book of
the prophet Isaiah, tells us that the light will break forth like
the dawn in us when we share our food, when we clothe
those who are naked, when we don’t turn our back on the
suffering brothers and sisters in the human family. If we
remove oppression through laws, community behavior,
attitudes of the self-centered, attend to those who are
starving for the good, whether that is food, education,
beauty, clean water or whatever else the human family
genuinely thirsts for, then the light will rise, and the gloom
of our world will transform to midday.

This teaching of a prophet hundreds of years before
Jesus should challenge us today to listen closely to Jesus’
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words in the Gospel about being the light of the world. The
light comes from living in God’s presence. To be with God is
to be an agent for God’s mercy in the harsh places of the
world.

This does not imply that we have the will or ability to
simply decide to love the Trinity. We first need to allow
ourselves to be loved — to know the compassion of God.
Saint Paul told the Corinthians and the Church today that
life and faith must rest on the power of God. Paul sees
himself as coming to preach God’s love out of his own
weakness rather than great strength. We too admit that we
ourselves don’t have the tools to bring the light — it shines
through us from God. We allow ourselves to be transparent
so as not to obscure the light.

But should we think that we have nothing, Jesus
reminds us that we are the light of the world. If we have

been called to faith and the pursuit of love for God, then we
must not abandon the way. The cost of doing so is the land
of shadow — the darkness of hopelessness.

For the great mass of humans who experience other
forms of the gloom of hopelessness, the light of God’s
mercy and forgiveness might well be the light of healing.
The light of compassion, after the death of a loved, one may
bring surcease from grief’s most insidious anguish. The
sense of weariness that pervades so much of Western
Culture may be addressed by the labor of bringing the light

of hope to others. Anxiety about tomorrow’s possibilities
may be healed by confidence that a loving God holds us in
care.

It is well for us in the Northern Hemisphere still
caught in the grip of deep winter darkness to remember the
light that God brings to us through the practices of
unselfishness, justice, and compassion. It is worth seeking
the path of those ways given in today’s scriptures and the
prayers of the Liturgy.

Pope Francis teaches that the Christian life is a
calling to “bear the pain of other people’s troubles rather
than fomenting greater hatred and resentment.” Therefore,
allow your light to shine forth brightly in the direction of the
poor and marginalized so that they can overcome the
darkness that has enclosed whatever positive outlook they
may have in life.

Can we help modern society stop being its worse self?
We are the salt of the earth. We are the light of the world.
Let’s do it.

God bless you!
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