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Collaborative Conversations
Facilitating Fruitful Dialogue with Middle and High Schoolers
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Hello! I’m...
Lisa Durant

High School Theology Teacher and Campus Minister 

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child

lisa.durant@oakknoll.org
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Begin with Prayer

● Prayer models relationship
● Make it invitational

● Ask them to participate or lead prayer
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“enter through their door but (be 
sure to) leave through your door.” 

― St. Ignatius of Loyola
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Ways to Engage Teens in Dialogue

Make it 
about them

Make 
connections

Let them 
Teach You

Use Pop 
Culture

Activity
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Ways to Engage Teens in Dialogue

Give them 
choices

Have them 
perform

Set a 
realistic 

challenge

Use 
Technology

Be yourself
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Most of all…
make sure 

your students 
know that 
you love 

them!
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“Tell me more…”
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Think about your last 
discussion group with teens.  
What made it easy? What 
made it a challenge?

Let’s discuss…

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxemF0a0J5ejZtVWI4REVrN3VCQUwwcnlWLTdVTW1YVmNiOXktaFNMTkN3NCIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1mcmVlUmVzcG9uc2UtdGV4dCIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnYTA3MzYxOGU2MF8wXzI2IiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxemF0a0J5ejZtVWI4REVrN3VCQUwwcnlWLTdVTW1YVmNiOXktaFNMTkN3NC84NDI4MDBjMi02Y2I0LTQ2ZmItODZlNi1hNmM1M2I0MTMyMWYifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
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Let’s discuss…

What activities or techniques 
have you used to help promote 
discussion in the classroom?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxemF0a0J5ejZtVWI4REVrN3VCQUwwcnlWLTdVTW1YVmNiOXktaFNMTkN3NCIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1mcmVlUmVzcG9uc2UtdGV4dCIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTg0NGM2MGZiODZfMF8wIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxemF0a0J5ejZtVWI4REVrN3VCQUwwcnlWLTdVTW1YVmNiOXktaFNMTkN3NC84ZDNjM2IzYi1mNTIwLTQ2MzgtOGY5YS0wYzU4Mzc4MzA4MzMifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
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Let’s discuss…

What resources (books, videos, 
websites, etc) have you used 
that were helpful in promoting 
dialogue with your teens?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxemF0a0J5ejZtVWI4REVrN3VCQUwwcnlWLTdVTW1YVmNiOXktaFNMTkN3NCIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1mcmVlUmVzcG9uc2UtdGV4dCIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTg0NGM2MGZiODZfMF8yMyIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMXphdGtCeXo2bVViOERFazd1QkFMMHJ5Vi03VU1tWFZjYjl5LWhTTE5DdzQvZTExZTExMjgtNzIzYy00NWRjLTg1NDAtMDhkZTQwOGM1ZjZhIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
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Some good resources!

What Teens Want 
You to Know

Helping Teens 
with Stress, 
Anxiety and 
Depression

BELONGING:

Reconnecting 
America’s Loneliest 

Generation

 By Roy Petitfils

By Roy Petitfils By Springtide 
Research
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lisa.durant@oakknoll.org
908-522-8089

Thank you!
Questions?

mailto:lisa.durant@oakknoll.org
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https://seedbed.com/how-to-have-great-discussions-with-teens/

Fonts used in this presentation: Lexend Deca and DM Sans 

https://slidesmania.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://www.youthdynamics.org/go-flow-10-ways-easily-engage-teenagers/
https://www.youthdynamics.org/go-flow-10-ways-easily-engage-teenagers/
https://seedbed.com/how-to-have-great-discussions-with-teens/
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Lexend+Deca?query=lexend
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/DM+Sans?query=dm+sans

