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March for Life a ‘voice for the voiceless’

“I’m a miracle,” 
Lauren Egan 
recalled say-
ing after open-

ing a fateful letter a few days before 
the March for Life in Washington, 
D.C. “I just burst into tears after I 
read it.”

Egan always knew she was  
adopted, and spent the last decade 
searching for her birth mother. On 
Jan. 1, under a law signed by Gov. 
Chris Christie in 2014, the records 
of some 300,000 adopted persons 
were unsealed. 

Egan received her original birth 
certificate. Along with discovering 

her mother’s name, records indicat-
ed her mother had an abortion two 
years prior.

“I got chills when I read the 
letter,” Egan explained. “I realized 
that I have a brother or sister up in 
heaven. I am so grateful to my birth 
mother for giving me up for adop-
tion. I don’t know if I’m ever going 
to find her, but I pray for her. I just 
want to say, ‘Thank you.’ ”

Before she received her adoption 
records, Egan had already planned 
to attend the Jan. 27 March for Life 
for the first time with two of her 
three children. “I have always been 
pro-life, had this strong call to go, 
but I never really made it a priority,” 
she said. 

By Melissa McNally
Editor

By Melissa McNally
Editor

CARDINAL TOBIN STATEMENT ON IMMIGRATION
Page 2 

WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE PHOTOS
Pages 8-9

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE
Page 10

CLASSIFIEDS
Page 12

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

The ‘challenge and blessing’  
of engaging black Catholics

Father Emeka Okwuosa, 
S.D.V., has hit the ground 
running since he was ap-
pointed coordinator of the 
African-American, Afri-

can and Caribbean Apostolate last 
September. Originally from Nigeria, 
the Vocationist priest was “hum-
bled” by the big responsibility.

“It is a challenge and a bless-
ing,” Fr. Okwuosa said. “I only have 
eight hours in a day to get every-
thing done.”

He also serves as parochial vicar 
at Saint Cecelia Parish in Iselin and 
is the archdiocesan director of Voca-
tions for Religious Life.

In its mission statement, the 
apostolate aims to discover and pro-
mote leadership among Catholics of 
African descent in the Archdiocese 
of Newark. The best way to encour-
age leadership, according to Fr. Ok-
wuosa, is to engage young people.

“We have to meet people where 
they are,” he explained. “Many of 
the young people have gifts and 
talents that are waiting to be put to 
use.” Fr. Okwuosa is helping coor-
dinate activities with young adults 
from parishes in the archdiocese 
with a large black congregation, 
such as Saint Leo in Irvington and 
Saint Patrick & Assumption/All 
Saints in Jersey City. 

Submitted Photo
Father Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V., celebrating Mass in Nigeria.

Submitted photo
Lauren Egan with her 10-year-old daughter, Hope, at the annual 
March for Life in Washington, D.C.
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Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., releases 
a statement on President Trump’s Executive 
Actions on immigration and refugees

I understand the desire for every American to be assured of safe borders and freedom from terrorism. The federal 
government should continue a prudent policy aimed at protecting citizens.  

I also understand and heed the call of God, who through Moses told the people of Israel: “You shall not oppress an alien; 
you well know how it feels to be an alien, since you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt” (Ex 23:9).   Jesus asks 
His disciples to go further, calling on us to recognize Him in the stranger: “Whatsoever you did to the least of my brothers, 
you did to me” (Mt. 25:40).

Wednesday’s (Jan. 25) Executive Actions do not show the United States to be an open and welcoming nation. They are the 
opposite of what it means to be an American.   

Closing borders and building walls are not rational acts. Mass detentions and wholesale deportation benefi t no one; such 
inhuman policies destroy families and communities.

In fact, threatening the so-called “sanctuary cities” with the withdrawal of federal funding for vital services such as health-
care, education and transportation will not reduce immigration. It only will harm all good people in those communities.  

I am the grandson of immigrants and was raised in a multicultural neighborhood in southwest Detroit.  Throughout my life 
as a priest and bishop in the United States, I have lived and worked in communities that were enriched by people of many na-
tionalities, languages and faiths. Those communities were strong, hard-working, law-abiding and fi lled with affection for this 
nation and its people.   

Here in Newark, we are in the fi nal steps of preparing to welcome 51 refugees from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo. This is only the latest group of people whom Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese has helped 
to resettle during the past 40 years. This current group of refugees has waited years for this moment and already has been 
cleared by the federal government. 

They have complied with all of the stringent requirements of a vetting process that is coordinated by the Department of 
Homeland Security. Catholic Charities, assisted by parishes and parishioners of the archdiocese, will help them establish 
homes, jobs and new lives so that they can contribute positively to life in northern New Jersey. When this group is settled, we 
hope to welcome others.

This nation has a long and rich history of welcoming those who have sought refuge because of oppression or fear of death. 
The Acadians, French, Irish, Germans, Italians, Poles, Hungarians, Jews and Vietnamese are just a few of the many groups 
over the past 260 years whom we have welcomed and helped to fi nd a better, safer life for themselves and their children in 
America.   

Even when such groups were met by irrational fear, prejudice and persecution, the signature benevolence of the United 
States of American eventually triumphed.

That confi dent kindness is what has made, and will continue to make, America great. 
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A former drug and alcohol coun-
selor with The Bridge Inc. in Cald-
well, she was appointed associate di-
rector of Family Life Ministries for 
the Archdiocese of Newark last May. 
Egan learned the Knights of Colum-
bus had a bus of about 50 people 
heading to Washington, D.C. from 
Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Montclair. Along with her 13-year-
old son, Christian, and 10-year-old 
daughter, Hope, she made the trek to 
our nation’s capital. 

Egan said she was struck by the 
thousands of people at the march. 
“There was this great sense of com-
radery at the March for Life. As a 
Catholic, sometimes you feel isolat-
ed because of your beliefs,” she said. 
“Being (at the march) made you feel 
like you are not alone. It was great 
for my kids to see that. The march 
gave my kids the confidence to stand 
up for what they believe in.”

Christina Kotowski, a student 
at Seton Hall University, echoed 
Egan’s sentiment. She attended the 
march along with other students, 
religious, priests, missionaries and 
professors.  

“The mood was powerful and 
a special time of community and 
prayer,” Kotowski said. “I really saw 
God working through myself and 
others by the amount of determina-
tion of all the marchers that day. It 
was like the good Lord was right 
there with us the whole time.”

Although this was Kotowski’s 
fourth march, this year the atmo-
sphere was “a little different.”

Patrice Maina, youth coordi-
nator at Christ the King Parish in 
Jersey City, continues to innovate 
ways to bring young people back to 
the Church. From panel discussions 
and talent shows, to scavenger 
hunts and Bible talks, she has kept 
the momentum going to empower 
young black Catholics.

Trying to stay connected with 
college-age students is a spe-
cial focus for Maina. “We try to 
find things that they want to do 
and incorporate spirituality,” she 
said. “These young people went to 
Mass when they were younger, but 

“I feel there was an extra burst 
of enthusiasm as Vice President 
Mike Pence took the stage to ad-
dress the thousands of marchers,” 
Kotowski recalled. “I feel marchers 
were motivated to really make a 
stand this year. The thousands of 
people became one voice, the voice 
for the voiceless. Having Vice Pres-

moved away from the Church as 
they got older. Trying to get them 
back is a challenge.” 

Tying together different cultures 
within the black Catholic Church 
can also be a difficult task. “I believe 
in inclusiveness, not uniformity,” Fr. 
Okwuosa explained. “We all must 
bring what we have to the table.”

Fr. Okwuosa also encourag-
es black Catholics to promote the 
cause of their saints. There are a 
few Catholics of African descent 
on the road to sainthood: Pierre 
Toussaint, a slave born in Haiti who 
became a notable New York philan-
thropist; Mother Mary Elizabeth 

March for Life

Engaging black Catholics

ident Pence present among us gave 
me a sense of unity; I felt he was 
one of us. It made me, and count-
less others, proud to be part of such 
a historical march once again this 
year.”

The day after the march, Jan. 
28, happened to be Egan’s birthday. 
Usually, she downplays the day, as it 

Lange, believed to be Cuban-born 
of Haitian descent; Henriette De-
lille, a free woman of color from 
New Orleans; and Father Augus-
tus Tolton, a former slave who was 
baptized and ordained a Catholic 
priest in 1886.

“We must talk about these 
saints and let more people know 
about them. We have to pray to God 
through them,” Fr. Okwuosa said.

A source of inspiration for Fr. 
Okwuosa is Bishop Joseph A. Fran-
cis, an auxiliary bishop of Newark 
for 19 years who was one of the 
first black priests in the Church to 
speak out against racism. This year 
marks the 20th anniversary of his 
death. Bishop Francis, the fourth 
black Roman Catholic bishop in 

is a reminder of her unknown birth 
mother. For the first time in a while, 
she said she felt the weight lifted 
from her. 

“I usually feel down on my 
birthday; I really don’t celebrate it. 
This year, I felt like a different per-
son. I found some clarity knowing 
that God has a plan for me.”

the country, helped pen the pastoral 
letter “Brothers and Sisters to Us,’’ 
completed in 1979.

“The apostolate really tries to 
continue what Bishop Francis stood 
for,” Fr. Okwuosa said. “What he 
wrote in that pastoral is still rele-
vant today—not much has changed. 
The fight is still there.”

The African-American, African 
and Caribbean Apostolate plans 
to host a Mass in honor of Bishop 
Francis in September at the Cathe-
dral Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
in Newark. A dinner/dance in cel-
ebration of Black Catholic History 
Month will be held in November.

“(Black Catholics) have to be 
active,” Fr. Okwuosa said. “It is up 
to us to make our presence felt.”

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Submitted photo
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WASHINGTON—Nearly all religious men and women who professed 
perpetual vows in 2016 had a strong prayer life prior to entering their reli-
gious institute, according to a survey conducted by the Center for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown University. The sur-
vey results were released Feb. 2 to coincide with the annual celebration of 
World Day for Consecrated Life.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Secretariat of 
Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations commissioned CARA to conduct 
the annual survey.

The large percentage of newly professed religious who responded to 
the survey is the result of the cooperation of religious institutes across the 
United States. 

“The participation in the survey by religious communities is remark-
able,” said Cardinal Joseph Tobin, C.Ss.R., archbishop of Newark and chair 
of the USCCB Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations. “The 
Church is grateful for those women and men who have given their lives to 
Jesus Christ through the profession of final vows. Their participation in this 
survey and the information gained from it helps the Church’s work to en-
courage all to listen for God’s call.”

The survey polled women and men religious who professed perpetual 
vows in 2016 in a religious congregation, province or monastery based in 

WASHINGTON—In a letter 
congratulating Secretary Rex Tiller-
son on his confirmation as secretary 
of state, Bishop Oscar Cantú, chair 
of the Committee on International 
Justice and Peace of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, called 
on the secretary to work for peace 
in Israel and Palestine.

Bishop Cantú, who recent-
ly participated in a solidarity visit 
to Israel and Palestine, enclosed 
a joint statement by bishops from 
Europe, Canada, South Africa and 
the United States. The bishop notes 

the U.S. CARA received a response from 610 of 759 major superiors, for 
an overall response rate of 80 percent among religious institutes.

Of the 216 identified women and men religious, a total of 81 sisters and 
nuns and 96 brothers and priests responded to the survey—representing a 
response rate of 82 percent. 

Some of the major findings of the report include:
•	 Nearly nine in 10, or 86 percent, of responding religious regularly par-

ticipated in some type of private prayer activity before they entered 
their religious institute. About two-thirds participated in Eucharistic 
Adoration, prayed the rosary, or attended retreats before entering.

•	 Almost half of responding religious (46 percent) attended a Catholic 
elementary school, 38 percent attended a Catholic high school and 37 
percent attended a Catholic college. 

•	 The average age of responding religious is 39.  Half of the responding 
religious are age 36 or younger. The youngest is 26 and the oldest is 86.

•	 Two-thirds of responding religious (66 percent) identify as white, more 
than one in six (16 percent) identifies as Asian, and more than one in 
ten (11 percent) identifies as Hispanic.

that “2017 marks the 50th anniver-
sary of a crippling occupation of 
the West Bank, East Jerusalem and 
Gaza, crippling for both peoples.” 

Quoting the joint statement of 
the bishops, he goes on to state that 
“the occupation violates ‘the human 
dignity of both Palestinians and 
Israelis.’ Settlement expansion on 
occupied Palestinian lands under-
mines a two-state solution, destroy-
ing the homes and the livelihoods 
of Palestinians as well as the long-
term security and future of Israelis.”

Decrying “egregious injus-

Strong prayer life influences vocation, study suggests

Bishops urge Secretary Tillerson to pursue peace 
tices and random acts of violence,” 
Bishop Cantú expressed the op-
position of U.S. and international 
bishops to Israeli settlement expan-
sion and confiscation of Palestin-
ian lands. In addition, he implored 
the secretary to maintain the U.S. 
embassy in Tel Aviv. He wrote, 
“Moving the embassy to Jerusalem 
would erode the U.S. commitment 
to a two-state solution, and is a 
threat to pursuing peace and ending 
conflict. Its impact would incite 
and destabilize the area, com-
promising U.S. security. As Pope 

Francis declares, ‘the two-state 
solution must become a reality and 
not merely a dream.’”

Bishop Cantú called on Secre-
tary Tillerson to work “to end 50 
years of occupation and build a 
brighter future for both Israelis and 
Palestinians.” He concluded, “The 
United States has always provided 
leadership and support to the peace 
process. We continue to profess 
hope for a diplomatic solution that 
respects the human dignity for both 
Israelis and Palestinians and ad-
vances justice and peace for all.”

The survey and more information can be found at 
www.usccb.org/consecratedlife. 

On Jan. 29, Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin 
celebrated Mass and took possession 
of his “titular” church in Rome, Santa 
Maria delle Grazie a Via Triofale (Saint 
Mary of the Graces), located close by 
Saint Peter’s Basilica and the Vatican 
Museums. According to Church tradition, 
a cardinal is considered an honorary 
member of the clergy of the Diocese of 
Rome. Each cardinal is given a title to a 
church in the city, serving in a sense as 
its honorary pastor. A cardinal’s relation-
ship with that church continues until his 
death, even after he may have retired 
from ministry. As a sign of that relation-
ship, a cardinal will periodically celebrate 
liturgies there and contribute financially to 
its upkeep or ministries that it sponsors.

Photo by Junno Arocho Esteves, CNS
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WATCHUNG—Throughout the 
year, students, parents, faculty and 
staff from Mount Saint Mary Acad-
emy plan activities to brighten the 
spirits of residents at the McAuley 
Hall Health Care Center.

For seniors Devon Smith and 
Kalyn Womack, visiting with many 
of the retired Sisters of Mercy who 
reside at McAuley is especially re-
warding and fulfi lls their commit-
ment to serve others.

They make crafts with the resi-
dents, share stories and join the res-
idents for McAuley’s annual fl ower 
show. At Halloween, the girls helped 
organize an annual play based on the 
“Three Little Pigs.” 

“I’ve been volunteering since 
April,” shared Smith, saying the res-
idents being Sisters of Mercy adds a 
special touch to the experience. The 
sisters are a daily presence on Mount 
Saint Mary’s campus with the core 
values of their founder, Sister Cath-
erine McAuley (justice, compas-
sion, integrity, service and respect), 
instilled at the very start of each stu-
dent’s experience at the high school.

“McAuley is not an old-folks 
home, but a community where ev-
eryone gets involved and is connect-
ed to each other,” Smith said.

Smith formed a special bond 
with Sister Margaret Mary San An-
tonio, R.S.M. “I have always liked 
older people. I get a lot of wisdom 
from them. After I graduate from 
the Mount, I defi nitely want to come 

back and visit with her. She has al-
ready had me promise to send her 
postcards,” Smith said.

“The sisters are really amazing 
and care for one another so much 
and most of their friendships date 
back to when McAuley was fi rst 
built,” Smith added. “So, I fi nd it in-
spiring and special to see how their 
sisterly bonds are never to be bro-
ken. They share their eventful life 
stories, which I am so thankful for 
because it grants me wisdom for the 
life which I want to live.”

Womack has volunteered at 
McAuley since August. “I can’t 
quite think of the most reward-
ing part, but I fi nd that sharing my 
talents makes the sisters feel good 
about seeing a new face that is hap-
py to see them,” she said. “I feel 
good about caring for the elders who 
many not have visitors who see them 
regularly,” she added. 

“Sister Margaret Mary and Sue 
Harding, a Mercy Associate, are 
the cutest when they are together. 
They’re like best friends and I love 
talking to them,” Womack added. 

“I defi nitely want to visit more 
nursing homes, including McAuley,” 
Womack explained. “It’s important 
to visit the elderly and sick because 
you never know how you can make 
someone’s day even if you are a 
stranger. They taught me how im-
portant family is and how family can 
extend beyond blood relatives.”

Mount Saint Mary Academy 
students visit elderly sisters

Submitted photo
Sister Margaret Mary San Antonio, R.S.M., and retired Mercy 
Associate Sue Harding are pictured with Mount Saint Mary Academy 
seniors Devon Smith (second from right) and Kalyn Womack (far 
right) during the Halloween play at McAuley Hall Health Care Center.
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A group of Caldwell Universi-
ty students, faculty and staff spent a 
week in January volunteering in an 
impoverished village in Belize.

The group helped repaint a 
school, spent time playing with the 
children and were treated to gracious 
hospitality and home-cooked meals.

This was the first trip to Belize 
for senior Marisa Juliano. “I saw 
things that broke my heart a little 
and things that were so beautiful,” 
she said. Working with the school-
children made her heart grow 10 
times bigger she added. “As soon as 
I met them I wanted to do 10 times 
more. I wanted to paint the whole 
town for them.”

DEMAREST—Six members 
of AngelBots, the robotics club 
from the Academy of the Holy An-
gels, recently attended the club’s 
inaugural FIRST Tech Challenge 
qualifier meet in Hightstown. The 
students field tested the robot the 
club designed. They also built and 
programmed against robots made by 
teams from other schools.

The Tech Challenge was devel-
oped for students in grades seven 
through 12. Participants design and 
construct their own robots, which 
are used to play a game. 

FIRST (For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and Technolo-
gy) is a non-profit founded by Dean 
Kamen to encourage students to 
develop problem-solving, building, 

The most recent mission trip 
was the third for senior Sean Puzzo. 
The villagers are not rich in material 
things, he said, but they are certain-
ly rich in “community, spirit and 
respect.”

People who live in the village 
“don’t have half of what we have, 
but they have joy in their simple 
life,” sophomore Zachary Weinberg 
noted.

In the evenings, the group was 
treated to Belizean meals prepared 
by Miss Olive, a woman Caldwell 
students have gotten to know over 
the years. “She taught us how to 
cook some of the traditional items, 
and it was really nice to have that in-

science, technology and engineering 
skills. The organization is comprised 
of multiple programs that include 
robotics and LEGO competitions. 
Participants have the opportunity to 
earn college scholarships for their 
work.

All 36 teams that attended the 
event underwent hardware and 
software inspections, a complete 
engineering notebook review and a 
10-minute interview before they en-
tered their robots in the multi-round 
competition.

“It was a great success even 
though we did not make it to the state 
(level),” said Holy Angels mathe-
matics teacher Jing Loo, who is now 
serving her second year as the club’s 
adviser. She noted that AngelBots 

teraction,” said senior Crista Catta-
no. “We call her our Belizean mom. 
She takes such good care of us.”

The students stayed at a retreat 
house in Punta Gorda run by Jesuits, 
and were off the grid from technol-
ogy, eating dinner at night and shar-
ing the day’s activities for hours. 
“I love being disconnected for the 
week,” Cattano said. “They have a 
simple way of living. You become 
very present to the environment you 
are in and why you are there.”

Henrietta Genfi, Caldwell’s di-
rector of advisement, was one of the 

was the newest participant at the 
meet, and she is delighted with what 
the club has accomplished so far.

“They did well. I am so proud of 
them,” she added.

Loo, along with science teacher 
Sharon Jureller, and parent volun-

chaperones. She said the students 
were grateful for the opportunity to 
help others and learned that happiness 
lay in human connections and not in 
material things. “Service helps us all 
realize that no matter how far apart in 
distance we are from each other, we 
are all one community,” she said.

In addition to their service work, 
the group attended Mass at Saint 
Peter Claver Parish in Punta Gorda.  
Since 2013, the university has spon-
sored mission trips to the Toledo 
district of the Third World nation on 
the Caribbean Sea. 

teer Charles Sommers, escorted the 
AngelBots during the event. The 
group gathered at the high school at 
6:30 a.m. and returned to Demarest 
at 5:30 p.m. “It was a fun, long, tir-
ing and rewarding day,” Loo said.

Caldwell students learn valuable lessons during trip to Belize

Holy Angels’ robotics club 
attends qualifying meet

Submitted photos
Caldwell University students Zachary Weinberg and Marisa Juliano 
repainting a school on a mission trip to Belize.  

Marisa Juliano with children at the Saint Peter Claver Parish and 
School in the Toledo district.

Submitted photo
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World Day for Consecrated Life 

Advocate photos—Melissa McNally

On Feb. 2, Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin led religious, priests, and 
faithful from around the archdiocese in evening prayer at the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark to celebrate the 
World Day for Consecrated Life. Attendees blessed and lit candles 
during the prayer service that also honored jubilarians celebrating 
anniversaries this year. In 1997, Saint John Paul II instituted a day 
of prayer for women and men in consecrated life. This celebration 
is in conjunction with the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. This 
feast day is also known as “Candlemas Day,” where candles are 
blessed symbolizing Christ, the light of the world.
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Sister Mary Agnita Chonko, S.C.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was cele-

brated Jan. 26 at The 
Villa at Florham Park 
for Sister Mary Agnita 
Chonko, S.C., 85, who 
died Jan. 21.

Born in Bayonne, Sister Mary 
Agnita entered the Sisters of Charity 
on Oct. 1, 1950 and was a member 
for 66 years. 

Sr. Mary Agnita served as a 
teacher at the following archdioc-
esan schools: Saint Patrick, Jersey 
City; Saint Peter, Belleville; Saint 
Cecilia, Englewood; Holy Trinity, 
Hackensack; Our Lady of Visitation, 
Paramus; Sacred Heart, Rochelle 
Park; Saint Lucy, Jersey City; and 
Saint Mary, Jersey City. 

In 1966, Sr. Mary Agnita re-
tired to Saint Anne Villa, Convent 
Station, where she resided until her 
death.  

Sister Mary Catherine Regan, S.C.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was cele-

brated Jan. 27 at The 
Villa at Florham Park 
for Sister Mary Cath-
erine Regan, S.C., 98, 
who died Jan 23.

Born in New York City, Sr. 
Mary Catherine entered the Sisters 
of Charity on Sept. 8, 1935, and 
was a member for 81 years. She 
graduated from the College of Saint 

Elizabeth, Convent Station.
Sr. Mary Catherine served 

throughout New Jersey, Massa-
chusetts and Florida. In the city of 
Newark, she served as a teacher at 
Saint Rose of Lima School, Saint 
Aloysius School, Sacred Heart 
School and Saint Antonius School. 

Sr. Mary Catherine also taught 
at Holy Name of Jesus School, 
East Orange; Our Lady of Sorrows 
School, South Orange; and Saint 
Teresa School, Summit.  She was 
a resource center staff member 
at Mother Seton Regional High 
School, Clark.

In 1976, Sr. Mary Catherine 
began her ministry of prayer, spir-
itual direction and inner healing.  
She served the people of God for 
30 years in communities including 
Lord’s House of Prayer, Montclair; 
Sacred Heart Institute, Caldwell; 
Mount Saint Dominic, Caldwell; 
and Mount Saint Andrew  
Villa, Paramus.  

 

Sister Virginia Waters, F.S.P.

A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was 

celebrated Jan. 27 in 
Hartsdale, NY, for 
Sister Virginia Wa-
ters, F.S.P., 81, who 
died Jan. 24.

Formerly Sister Marita Therese, 
Sr. Virginia attended Ladycliff 
College, Highland Falls, NY, and 
earned a master’s degree in pastoral 
counseling from Iona College, New 

Rochelle, NY.
Sr. Virginia entered the Fran-

ciscan Sisters Sept. 8, 1953 and 
professed final vows July 11, 1960. 
Her teaching assignments in the 
Archdiocese of Newark included 
Holy Family in Union and Saint Leo 
School in Elmwood Park. She was 
also a pastoral associate at Saint Jo-
seph Parish, West New York. 

Sister M. Bernadette Ann Bozak, 
O.S.F.

A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was 

celebrated Jan. 31 in 
Bethlehem, PA, for 
Sister M. Bernadette 
Ann Bozak, O.S.F., 83, 
who died Jan. 26. 

Formerly Sister Thomas, Sr. M. 
Bernadette Ann entered the Sisters 
of Saint Francis in 1950 and pro-
fessed her first vows in 1952.  She 
attended Carlow College in Pitts-
burgh, PA, and earned a master’s de-
gree in counseling from Seton Hall 
University, South Orange.

Sister M. Bernadette was a 
teacher in the Archdiocese of  New-
ark for more than four decades, 
teaching several grades at Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
School in Jersey City; Saint John 
Nepomucene School in Guttenberg; 
and Saint Mary School in Closter.

Upon her retirement from edu-
cation, she ministered to the sisters 
at Villa Clare in Bethlehem, PA. 

February 18
Felician University, Ruther-
ford, free income tax preparation 
services to those who qualify, 
10 a.m. -2 p.m., also on March 4 
and March 18, call Joseph Lizza at 
(201) 559-3321 or e-mail  
lizzaj@felician.edu. 

February 19
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish, Ridgewood, career min-
istry fall/winter workshop, 1 p.m., 
call Carol Shea at (201) 447-4215 
or Tom Lewis at (201) 445-1864.

February 22
Caldwell University, “The 
United States of Narcissism:  
Reading the Signs of the Times in 
the Light of Christian Spirituality,” 
lecture by Dr. Christopher Cimo-
relli, 4:30-6:30 p.m., call Colette 
M. Liddy at (973) 618-3209 or 
e-mail cliddy@caldwell.edu.

February 26
St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
Morristown, “Meditation for All 
People of Faith and No Faith,” 
program by Fr. Robert E. Kennedy, 
S.J., 3:30 p.m., call (908) 272-9088 
or e-mail  
info@votfnj.org. 

February 28
Lumen Center, Caldwell, 
“Stress as a Spiritual Teacher,” 
supper at 5:30 p.m., presentation 
6:15-7:45 p.m., $25-$35, call 
(973) 403-3331 ext. 25 or e-mail 
lumencenter@caldwellop.org. 

March 2
Sisters of Charity of Saint 
Elizabeth, Convent Station, 
“Lenten Morning of Prayer, 
Passing through the Thresholds of 
Lent,” 9:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m., e-mail 
lpechello@scnj.org or call (973) 
290-5470.

March 4
Lumen Center, Caldwell, 
“Worship and the New Cosmol-
ogy,” breakfast at 9 a.m., retreat 
from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., $35-$45, 
call (973) 403-3331 ext. 25 or 
e-mail  
lumencenter@caldwellop.org. 

St. Therese of Lisieux 
Parish, Cresskill, Lenten parish 
mission, with Fr. Ricky Manalo 
C.S.P., at all weekend Masses and 
Monday-Wednesday evening at 
7:30 p.m., call (201) 567-2528 ext. 
313 or e-mail  
asoltys@sttheresecresskill.org. 

Office of Family Life Min-
istries, Archdiocese of Newark, 
support group for fathers who 
have lost a child, at Notre Dame 
Parish in North Caldwell, 10 a.m.- 
noon, call Lauren Egan at (973) 
497-4327 or e-mail  
eganlaur@rcan.org. 

March 11
Seton Hall University, South 
Orange, career summit, 8:30 a.m. 
-4 p.m., call Laurie Pine at (973) 
378-2638 or e-mail  
laurie.pine@shu.edu.

March 15
St. Joseph by the Sea Re-
treat House, South Mantolok-
ing, “Touched by an Angel,” 9:30 
a.m. -2:30 p.m., $45, call (732) 
892-8494. 

March 19
St. Luke Parish, Ho-Ho-Kus, 
“From Galway to Broadway,” a St. 
Patrick’s Day concert with Ciaran 
Sheehan, 3 p.m., $25/adult and 
$15/seniors/military/police/fire, 
call (201) 444- 0272.

March 24
Office for Evangelization, 
Archdiocese of Newark, Discov-
ering Christ Training Conference, 
at St. Helen Parish in Westfield, 
led by founder of ChristLife Dave 
Nodar, 7-9 p.m., also on March 
25 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m., $50, RSVP by 
March 17, e-mail  
evangelization@rcan.org or call 
(973) 497-4137.

Obituaries
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Submitted photos
In the first round of academic competition in the New Jersey Science 
League, three teams from Mother Seton Regional High School in 
Clark captured first place victories. Advanced Placement Chemistry 
II, Chemistry I and Advanced Placement Physics took home the top 
prize. Second place victories were achieved in Biology I and Biology 
II.  The first of four statewide competitions was held at Cranford High 
School. Competing in the event along with the team from Mother 
Seton, were Cranford High School, Arthur L. Johnson High School in 
Clark and Union High School.

#79732 Men’s 
#79724 Women’s

FREE GIFT 
WITH PURCHASE!

3 Pairs 
Diabetic Socks

M, W, XW 
widths: 
Women’s 
sizes 6-11; 
Men’s sizes 
8-14. Whole 
sizes only. 
SPECIFY SIZE 
AND WIDTH.

Stretch Lycra® 

for Comfort

Black

Only
$6999

Plus a 
FREE GIFT

Extra-Large 
Toe Box

Presents DIABETIC SHOES From

#79732 Men’s M, W, XW

AMERICA’S LEADING DISCOUNT HEALTHCARE CATALOG

Two Easy Ways to Order! Use Code: 17014

Call: 1-877-635-4957  Online: DRLdeals.com

“Touch” Closure on 
Both Sides

Offer expires on July 31, 2017

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
 “Baby Brian” was saved from abortion and born 
on 6/9/16. We struggle to keep our prolife shelters 
open to provide a choice for over 300 pregnant 
women who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent  
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org
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HELP WANTED

NOVENAS

Your Classi� ed  Could Be  Here
Call 973-497-4200

HEALTHCARE

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing 
homes or assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides 
live-in CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI 
since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks. 
All candidates are fl uent in English with great references for 
satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized placement services call
Karen at (908)377-9375

SERVICES 
OFFERED

COURAGE
An archdiocesan 

sponsored spiritual 
support group for 

persons experiencing 
same-sex attractions 
who desire to lead a 

chaste life in accord with 
Catholic teaching on 

homosexuality.
For information, call 908-

272-2307 
or 201-220-3968 
(Bergen County)

(All calls confidential)

Cemetery & Mausoleum

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum
712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey

(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923
Serving all 

communities 
for 63 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

Funeral Home

Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner

2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308   
Union, New Jersey 07083 Cell: (908) 209-5440
care.assist.nj@gmail.com  careassistonline.com 

Looking for residential or assisted living homecare 
for your loved ones at low cost?  Let us take 

the frustration out of � nding the right person. 
We are just a phone call away. 

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER – 
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for 
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual, 
willing to serve God through those we help. Our “baby-saving” 
work was featured in the award winning 2014 feature film 
Gimme Shelter. Salary $23,660, generous vacation. Driver’s 
license required. For job description, REPLY TO: email 
susanharperlloyd@aol.com, call 
201-819-4699.Visit our website www.severalsources.net.

This garden dedicated 
to our Blessed Mother is 
behind the main Several 

Sources Shelter.

YOUTH MINISTER POSITION AVAILABLE
Active 2000 Family Catholic Parish seeks a part-time 
Youth Minister to guide its youth ministry program 
for junior and high school aged youth. The program 
includes elements of faith formation, community building 
and social justice.
Bachelor’s Degree with knowledge of youth ministry 
required. Practicing Catholic with good oral and written 
communication skills, social media literate and have a pas-
sion for enriching the faith lives of the parish’s young people.

Please send resume and letter of reference to 
Notre Dame Church, 359 Central Ave., 

North Caldwell, NJ 07006 Attn. Joy McDonald or 
email to Joy McDonald at joyzm216@gmail.com

THANK YOU
For all you have given, Thank 
You Infant Jesus. For all 
you have withheld, Thank 
You Infant Jesus. For all 
you have withdrawn, Thank 
You Infant Jesus. For all you 
have permitted, Thank You 
Infant Jesus. For all you have 
prevented, Thank You Infant 
Jesus. For all you have forgiven 
me, Thank You Infant Jesus. 
For all you have prepared for 
me, Thank You Infant Jesus. 
For the death you have chosen 
for me, Thank You Infant Jesus. 
For the place you are keeping 
for me in heaven, Thank You 
Infant Jesus. For having created 
me to love you for eternity, 
Thank You Infant Jesus. Amen.                 
M.C.

PRAYER TO ST. LUCY
Saint Lucy, Whose beautiful 
name Signifi es light. By the light 
of faith which God bestowed 
upon you, Increase and preserve 
His light in my soul, So that I 
may avoid evil, be zealous in 
the performance of good works, 
and abhor nothing so much as 
the blindness and the darkness 
of evil and sin. Obtain for me, 
by your intercessory with God, 
perfect vision, for my bodily eyes 
and the grace to use them. For 
God’s greater honor and glory 
and the salvation of souls. St. 
Lucy Virgin and martyr, here my 
prayers and obtain my petitions 
Amen. Prayer to be Published in 
gratitude                        M.C.

O VIRGIN MOTHER 
OF GOD, 

Mary Immaculate, We dedicate 
and consecrate ourseleves to 
you under the title of Our Lady 
of the Miraculous Medal. May 
this Medal be for each one of 
us a sure sign of your affection 
for us and a constant reminder 
of our duties toward you. Ever 
while wearing it, may we be 
blessed by your loving protection 
and preserved in the grace of 
your Son. O Most  Powerful 
Virgin, Mother of Our Savior, 
keep us close to you every 
moment of our lives. Obtain for 
us, your children, the grace of 
a happy death; so that in union 
with you, may we enjoy the bliss 
of Heaven forever. Amen.         
         M.C.

O EVER IMMACULATE VIRGIN,
Mother of mercy, health of the sick, refuge of sinners, comfort of the 
affl icted, you know my wants,my troubles, my sufferings; deign to cast 
upon me a look of mercy. By appearing in the Grotto of Lourdes, you 
were pleased to make it a privileged sanctuary, whence you dispense 
your favors, and already many sufferes have obtained the cure of their 
infi rmities, both spiritual and corporal. I come, therefore, with the most 
unbounded confi dence, to implore your maternal intercession. Obtain, 
O loving Mother, the grant of my requests. I will endeavor to imitate 
your virtues, that I may one day share your glory, and bless you in 
eternity. Amen.                    M.C.

PRAYER TO ST. 
CLAIRE

Ask St. Claire for three favors; 
one business and two impos-
sible. Say nine Hail Mary’s 
for nine days with a lighted 
candle. Published the ninth 
day “May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be praised, adored, and 
glorifi ed today and every day.” 
Requests will be granted no 
matter how impossible they 
seem. Publication must be 
promised.                        G.F.
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SCOTCH PLAINS—Union Catholic’s Grace Kane received a pleas-
ant surprise when she found out she won a contest for a poem she wrote 
in her writing class.

Kane won The Woman’s Club of Westfield’s Youth Poetry and Short 
Story Contest for her poem, “A Dark Night,” which expressed Elie Wie-
sel’s experience as a young boy in the Holocaust. 

“When I got called down (to the counseling office) and I was told (by 
English teacher Michele Donegan) that I won a writing contest. I was so 
surprised,’’ said Kane, who’s a freshman. “I didn’t even know about it. 
Mrs. Donegan entered my poem.’’ 

According to Donegan, poetry entries were any style and judged on 
content, organization and form. Kane’s poem was an original.

“Grace’s poem was very well written,’’ she said. “It touched upon a 
lot of points that Elie Wiesel dealt with in the Holocaust as a young boy. 
It was a very heartfelt poem, and was very touching. It’s a very well de-
served award. I am so proud of Grace.’’  

Kane, who began writing poetry in sixth grade, will receive a certif-
icate from the Woman’s Club for her achievement.

“To write something so meaningful and be honored for it is such 
an incredible achievement,’’ said Kane, who also plays volleyball at 
Union Catholic. “I’ve been working hard on my writing, so this is very 
encouraging.’’ 

Kane has written several pieces about the Holocaust. 
“It’s a very strong subject that not a lot of people realize how big of 

an event it was in the world,’’ she added.

Union Catholic student 
wins local poetry contest

Digital Starter & Performance Internet
140+ Channels

Up to 25 Mbps

Call Today & Pay Less!
888-458-4644

Digital Starter 

Hi-Speed
Internet

Great
Connectivity

Best
Wi-Fi

7999 $ a month
for 12 months
+ additional fees

Not available in all areas, varies by location.

Disclaimer: Offer ends 3/21/17. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Internet service. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, including regulatory recovery fees, Broadcast TV Fee (up to 
$6.50/mo.), Regional Sports Fee (up to $4.50/mo.) and other applicable charges extra, and subject to change during and after the promo. After promo, or if any service is cancelled or downgraded, regular rates apply. Comcast's service charge for Performance 
Internet Service ranges based on area, from $59.95/mo. to $61.95/mo. (subject to change). TV and Internet Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. 
TV: Limited Basic Service subscription required to receive other levels of service. Internet: Wi-Fi claim based on the March 2016 study by Allion Test Labs. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. XFINITY hotpots are included with Performance Internet 
and above only. Available in select areas. Requires compatible Wi-Fi hotspots enabled laptop or mobile device. 30-Day Money-Back Guarantee applies to one month's recurring service charge and standard installation up to $500. Call for restrictions and 
complete details. 
©2017 Comcast.

Fastest Internet
Enjoy on 2-4 devices online at the same time

No term agreement      Download speeds up to 25 Mbps

2999$ per month
for 12 months

Not available in all areas, varies by location.

TRY RISK FREE FOR 30 DAYS!

The ALL-NEW

The Inogen One G4 delivers 
the independence of a portable 
oxygen concentrator in one of 
the smallest, lightest, and quietest 
packages available to the oxygen 
user today.

With the Inogen One you can 
jump in the car to run errands, 
take a weekend trip to see family, 
or even take it on vacation!
The Inogen One G4 is one solution 
for oxygen at home, away, 
and for travel, 24/7. 

It’s oxygen therapy on your terms.
Weight - only 2.8lbs!

© 2016 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

JUST
2.8 LBS.

Portable Oxygen
For The Way
You Want to Live

MKT-P0052

CALL TODAY! 1-844-758-8649

Submitted photo
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Director of  Finance 
for the Diocese of  Trenton

The Diocese of Trenton has an opportunity for a dynamic leader with proven management 
skills to assume a leadership role as Director of Finance reporting to the Chief Fiscal Offi cer.

This individual will be responsible for overseeing the investment portfolios of the 
Diocese; maintaining banking relationships; preparing the annual operating budget 

and periodic fi nancial reports and statements; managing the fi nance and audit staff and 
processes; working with our outside accounting fi rm to arrange and oversee all Internal 
and External Diocesan audits.  In addition, this individual will work and collaborate with 
the Diocesan Finance Council and serve as a member of the Diocesan Construction and 

Real Estate Commission.

The successful candidate must have a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration, 
Finance or Accounting; and be a CPA; with ten or more years of accounting experience, 

preferably in a non-profi t fund accounting environment.

The preferred candidate must be knowledgeable in investment management and op-
erating and capital budgeting principals.  This individual will also possess strong verbal 
and written communication skills, excellent management and leadership skills and be 

profi cient in Microsoft Offi ce and other appropriate computer systems and applications.

The Diocese of Trenton offers competitive salary/benefi ts.  No telephone calls will be 
accepted.  Qualifi ed individuals should submit a resume and a cover letter with salary 

requirements, professional and personal references, and a time frame for availability to:

Angela Gitto
Associate Director of  Human Resources

Diocese of  Trenton
P. O. Box 5147

Trenton, NJ  08638-0147
OR

Fax:  (609) – 406-7450
E-mail:  agitto@dioceseoftrenton.org

To be a part of Relevant Radio as a supporter or advertiser call Bill Nye 646-506-3800
Prayer Line: 888-577-5443 | Donor/Listener Line: 877-291-0123

1430 AM
Listen on air, online at 
www.relevantradio.com, 
and on our FREE 
mobile app!

Relevant Radio® is Talk Radio for Catholic Life! 

Submitted photo
On Jan. 28, the dance team from Saint Dominic Academy in Jersey 
City participated in a charity showcase for Project Linus. The 
non-profit organization provides homemade blankets which are knit-
ted by adults and children, to those in need. At the event, the dance 
team was recognized for having donated the most skeins of wool. 
Also, during the Christmas season, team members decided that in 
lieu of exchanging gifts with their coaches and each other, they would 
make a donation to The Pajama Program.  Each dancer purchased 
a book and a pair of pajamas for the program, which introduces “a 
caring bedtime ritual” into the lives of children.
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SUMMIT—Ali Good, head varsity field hockey coach at Oak Knoll School of the Holy 
Child, was named New Jersey Coach of the Year in field hockey by the Coaches Association 
of the National Federation of State High School Associations.

“This honor is a testament to my team. I would not be receiving this recognition without 
their hard work and dedication,” Good said. “I am so fortunate to be part of a program that 
continues to define success through the balance of passion, intensity and fun. I’ve learned so 
much through all of my players and these valuable lessons have shaped my coaching jour-
ney.”

Good said there were many lessons she and the team learned from the season in which the 
squad won the NJSIAA/Investors Bank North Jersey, Non-Public tournament before ultimate-
ly falling to Bishop Eustace in the championship game. 

“We had another great season capped off with hard earned wins and championships, but 
we also learned from our defeats and gained insight on how we can continue to improve our 
team,” Good said.

During Good’s tenure, the Royals field hockey team won the Tournament of Champions 
in 2010 and have been tournament finalists on multiple occasions.

“I am so thankful for the support my players, their families and Oak Knoll have provided 
through the years.  It’s a special program and I’m so proud to be part of it,” she added.

Oak Knoll coach named 
NJ Coach of the Year

Submitted photo

Submitted photos

In celebration of Catholic Schools Week, students 
from Holy Trinity Academy in Westfield participated 
in a retreat Feb. 2. The retreat’s theme, “And it was 
Good,” highlighted how the children could connect 
to God through his creations. About 150 students 
in grades K-5 assembled in the school’s gym, while 
the older children (grades 6-8) spent the day at 
the Shrine of Saint Joseph in Stirling. Chair of the 
Children’s Retreat Committee Krystyna Monczka-
Allen explained that the young students attended 
different “stations” that focused on God’s many 
creations, including plants and animals. Volunteers 
from the Pocono Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education 
Center even brought a great horned owl to show the 
children.
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We’ve always taken care of our family.  
And we plan to continue.  

PRE-PLAN TODAY! 

 TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPEN HOUSE PRICING  
BEFORE SCHEDULED PRICE INCREASE. 

LIMITED SPACE  │ RESERVE TODAY 

OPEN HOUSE WEEKENDS 
STOP BY  CALL  VISIT ONLINE 

No appointment necessary 
Open daily 9:00am - 4:30pm 

Making your burial arrangements in advance 
shows concern and care for your family and 
relieves them of  tough decisions during a 

difficult time. Gain peace-of-mind knowing 
arrangements are set. Pre-plan today. 

SAT. & SUN.  
MARCH 25 & 26 
MARYREST 
Cemetery & Mausoleum 
770 Darlington Ave. 
Mahwah, NJ 07430 
888-489-9095 

SAT. & SUN.  
MARCH 11 & 12 
GATE OF HEAVEN  
Cemetery & Mausoleum 
225 Ridgedale Ave.  
East Hanover, NJ 07936 
888-459-0746        

SAT. & SUN.  
MARCH 25 & 26 
CHRIST THE KING 
Cemetery  
980 Huron Ave. 
Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417 
888-802-2933 

www.CatholicJourney.org 


