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Mass honors Four Chaplains on 75th anniversary

Cardinal Tobin celebrates consecrated life

By Jonathan Azzara
Public Relations Specialist

St. Stephen Parish in Ke-
arny observed the 75th 
anniversary of the Four 
Chaplains of the U.S.A.T. 
(United States Army 

Transport) Dorchester with a noon 
Mass on Feb. 4. The Four Chaplains 
are remembered for their sacrifi ce 
and ultimate act of bravery for their 
service during World War II.

Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio 
of the Military Archdiocese of the 
United States, served as the main 
celebrant and homilist. Many other 
clergy members concelebrated the 
Mass, including the pastor of St. Ste-
phen’s, Father Joseph A. Mancini.

During the homily, Archbishop 

“I pray that the refi ning 
fi re of the Holy Spirit 
purifi es the temple of 
our hearts,” Cardi-
nal Joseph W. Tobin, 

C.Ss.R., said during an evening 
prayer service on Feb. 2 at the Ca-
thedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
in Newark to celebrate the World 
Day for Consecrated Life. 

Also known as Candlemas Day 
and held in conjunction with the 
feast of the Presentation, Cardinal 
Tobin blessed candles symbolizing 
Christ, the “light of the world.” 

“For 21 years, the church has des-

Broglio refl ected on the men, who 
represented multiple faiths: Lt. Fa-
ther John P. Washington, a Catholic 
priest; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, a 
Jewish rabbi; Lt. George L. Fox, a 
Methodist minister; and Lt. Clark V. 
Poling, a Dutch Reformed minister.

“The Four Chaplains teach us 
how to walk in the light of Christ—
and in the best traditions of fi delity 
to the prophetic spirit, in the law, 
and the prophets. The lesson of the 
Four Chaplains is the link between 
gracious gift and the ultimate sacri-
fi ce of service. Here, everyone can 
imitate their example of selfl ess ser-
vice and abundant love,” Archbishop 
Broglio said.

Seventy-fi ve years ago during 
the height of World War II, the Four 

ignated the feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord, Candlemas Day, as an 
appropriate moment to thank God for 
the gift of consecrated life. Jesus is 
manifest as ‘light of revelation for the 
Gentiles’ and ‘glory for God’s people, 
Israel.’ Consecrated men and women 
refl ect this light as witnesses of Je-
sus in a world that is often shrouded 
in shadow,” the cardinal explained. 
“They are the glory of God’s peo-
ple. We pray for the perseverance of 
consecrated men and women and ask 
God to continue enriching the church 
with their unique vocation.”

Cardinal Tobin serves as chair 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Clergy, Con-
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Mass honors Four Chaplains
Chaplains were aboard the U.S.A.T. 
Dorchester in the North Atlantic. 
The Dorchester was part of a convoy 
en route to a U.S. military base in 
Greenland. But, during the morning 
of Feb. 3, 1943, the Dorchester was 
hit by a torpedo from a German 
submarine. The damage was so ex-
tensive that the Dorchester began to 
sink rapidly. As the sailors prepared 
to evacuate, they realized there was 
an insufficient amount of life jack-
ets and lifeboats. Upon hearing this 

news, the Four Chaplains gave up 
their own life jackets to save others, 
and went down with the ship during 
the early morning hours.

Father John Washington, a New-
ark native, was ordained a priest 
on June 15, 1935. In 1938, he was 
assigned to St. Stephen’s. Not long 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor, he 
received his final post as an Army 
chaplain, going on active duty May 
9, 1942.

For more information about 
the Four Chaplains, visit 

www.ststephenkearny.com. 

Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio

Father Joseph A. Mancini
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secrated Life and Vocations.
“Today, we are called to be mis-

sionary disciples,” he said to attend-
ees during the service. “We must 
carry our light to the darkest corners 
of our archdiocese and our world. 
No one is excluded from receiving 
this light.”

According to the cardinal, “dark-
ness” includes injustice, abuse, rac-
ism and oppression. “God leaves us 
free to open the portals of our hearts 
or keep them closed,” he added.

During the prayer service, those 
in consecrated life were asked to 
stand and recommit to their voca-
tion. Cardinal Tobin explained that 
reaffi rming a life of service to the 
church “will give light to your eyes 
and strength in your steps toward 
your encounter with God.”

The prayer service also honored 
jubilarians who are celebrating anni-
versaries this year. The day of prayer 
for women and men in consecrated 
life was instituted by Pope John Paul 
II in 1997. 

Cardinal Tobin celebrates consecrated life
Continued from page 1
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Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons 
American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your 
Best Choice

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath
 AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by 
American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
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1

3

2

4

5

American Standard 

$1,500 SAVINGS

Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet

Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

844-295-5066
Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Show-
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CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
 “Baby Nathan” was saved from abortion and born 
on  9/15/17. We struggle to keep our prolife shelters 
open to provide a choice for over 300 pregnant 
women who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

List your upcoming events in

Email your submissions to 
Melissa McNally

mcnallme@rcan.org
or fax to (973) 497-4192
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Lent is time to become aware 
of false prophets, cold hearts

Major flu outbreak prompts dioceses to implement prevention protocols

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Cath-
olics should use the season of Lent 
to look for signs and symptoms 
of being under the spell of false 
prophets and of living with cold, 
selfish and hateful hearts, Pope 
Francis said.

Together with “the often bitter 
medicine of the truth,” the church, 
as mother and teacher, offers peo-
ple “the soothing remedy of prayer, 
almsgiving and fasting,” the pope 
said in his message for Lent.

Titled, “Because of the increase 
of evildoing, the love of many will 
grow cold” (Mt 24:12), the papal 
message echoes Jesus’ caution 
against the external enemies of false 
prophets and deceit, and the internal 
dangers of selfishness, greed and a 
lack of love.

Today’s false prophets, the pope 
wrote, “can appear as ‘snake charm-
ers,’ who manipulate human emo-
tions in order to enslave others and 
lead them where they would have 
them go.”

So many of God’s children 
are: “mesmerized by momentary 
pleasures, mistaking them for true 
happiness”; enchanted by money’s 

WASHINGTON (CNS)—
The nationwide flu outbreak has 
prompted dioceses to suspend some 
traditional rituals to help prevent 
the spread of the virus.

From encouraging a simple 
nod or a smile during the sign of 
peace to draining holy water fonts, 
the actions come as the flu sweeps 
through virtually every corner of 
the country in the worst outbreak 
of the disease in nearly a decade.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) has 
reported most people are being 
infected with the influenza B, or 
H3N2, virus. Tens of thousands of 
people have been hospitalized since 
the flu season began on Oct. 1.

Bishop Edward C. Malesic 
of Greensburg, Pennsylvania, ad-
vised parishioners not to shake 
hands during the sign of peace and 
stopped the use of consecrated 
wine during Communion.

Across the state in Allentown, 
the diocese implemented similar 

others has started to dim or grow 
cold. Greed for money is a major 
red flag, he wrote, because it is the 
“root of all evil” and soon leads to a 
rejection of God and his peace.

Pope Francis said the remedy 
for these ills could be strengthened 
during Lent with prayer, almsgiving 
and fasting.

Praying more enables “our 
hearts to root out our secret lies and 
forms of self-deception, and then to 
find the consolation God offers.”

“Almsgiving sets us free from 
greed and helps us to regard our 
neighbor as a brother or sister.”

And “fasting weakens our ten-
dency to violence; it disarms us and 

and bathroom facilities at homeless 
shelters run by Catholic Charities, 
Frazier told Catholic News Service. 
Catholic Charities also provides 
frequent medical clinics for the 
homeless at their facilities where 
flu shots are always offered, he 
added.

In addition to being more ex-
posed to the elements during win-
ter, the homeless frequently have 
compromised immune systems, 
often miss taking their medica-
tions, don’t have adequate warm 
clothing and often sleep in shelters 
with hundreds of other people who 
may be sick, said Dr. Catherine 
Crosland. She is director of home-
less outreach development for 
Unity Health Care Inc., a Wash-
ington-based organization that was 
providing a medical clinic at Cath-
olic Charities’ Adam’s Place home-
less shelter and day resource cen-
ter. Crosland gave the flu shot to 
dozens of homeless men and wom-
en during the Feb. 1 clinic day.

illusion, “which only makes them 
slaves to profit and petty interests”; 
and convinced they are autonomous 
and “sufficient unto themselves, and 
end up entrapped by loneliness!”

“False prophets can also be 
‘charlatans,’ who offer easy and 
immediate solutions to suffering 
that soon prove utterly useless,” the 
pope wrote. People can be trapped 
by the allure of drugs, “disposable 
relationships,” easy, but dishonest 
gains as well as “virtual,” but ulti-
mately meaningless relationships, 
he wrote.

“These swindlers, in peddling 
things that have no real value, rob 
people of all that is most precious: 
dignity, freedom and the ability to 
love,” the message said.

The pope asked people to ex-
amine their heart to see “if we are 
falling prey to the lies of these false 
prophets” and to learn to look at 
things more closely, “beneath the 
surface,” and recognize that what 
comes from God is life-giving and 
leaves “a good and lasting mark on 
our hearts.”

Christians also need to look for 
any signs that their love for God and 

restrictions. Diocesan spokesman 
Matt Kerr told local media the 
practice occurs most years during 
the flu season.

In the Diocese of El Paso, Tex-
as, Chancellor Patricia Fierro sent a 
memo to all parishes asking clergy 
and others to practice proper hy-
giene during the flu season. The di-
ocese also asked sick parishioners 
to refrain from drinking from the 
cup during holy Communion.

Beyond looking out for the wel-
fare of church members, Catholic 
agencies are addressing how the flu 
epidemic is affecting other groups.

The homeless are particularly 
vulnerable to the flu. Organizations 
that work to protect this population 
are taking extra efforts to shield 
them from a potential outbreak, 
said Augustine Frazier, a senior 
program manager for the homeless 
at Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Washington. Protections 
include special attention to clean-
ing the sleeping quarters, air vents 

becomes an important opportunity 
for growth,” he said, while also let-
ting people feel what it must be like 
for those who struggle to survive.

It also “expresses our own spir-
itual hunger and thirst for life in 
God. Fasting wakes us up. It makes 
us more attentive to God and our 
neighbor,” he wrote, and “revives 
our desire to obey God, who alone 
is capable of satisfying our hunger.”

The pope also reminded people 
to take part in the “24 Hours for 
the Lord” initiative March 9-10, in 
which many dioceses will have at 
least one church open for 24 hours, 
offering Eucharistic adoration and 
the sacrament of reconciliation.

“Especially in the homeless 
population (it’s beneficial) that the 
more people who get vaccinated 
the less likely we are to have an 
outbreak and that is part of some-
thing called herd immunity,” she 
said. “It’s not necessarily the one 
by one case, but in a group of 100 
people, if half of the folks are vac-
cinated, you have less likelihood of 
there being an outbreak.”

To date, Dr. Daniel B. Jernigan, 
director of the Influenza Division 
in the National Center for Immuni-
zation and Respiratory Diseases at 
CDC, said the agency had not yet 
compiled the total number of flu 
deaths, but noted that 53 children 
had died.

Based on statistics compiled 
from previous influenza outbreaks, 
the agency expects about 710,000 
hospitalizations by the end of flu 
season in mid-May, according to 
a transcript from a conversation 
about the flu epidemic on the CDC 
website that Jernigan joined.

CNS Photo
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Submitted photos
Don Bosco Preparatory High School in Ramsey honored the feast day of St. John 
Bosco on Jan. 31 with a Mass celebrated by Bishop Manuel A. Cruz. Students came 
to school dressed in formal attire as a way to pay respect to their patron saint. The 
feast day is part of Spirit Week at the high school.

Submitted photos
Caldwell University student Shelagh Kerrisk with 
school children in Crique Sacro, Belize, where the 
university students and staff took part in a winter 
break mission trip.  

Students discover ‘greater joy’ in Belize
CALDWELL—For Caldwell 

University senior Daniela Sirio, 
the most important thing about 
her recent mission trip to Belize is 
what she and the other students do 
with the experience now that they 
are back home. “In trying to talk to 
friends and family about it, I try to 
pick out specific pictures, ones that 
tell the stories of the local people, 
the children and the lifestyle in the 
impoverished communities where 
people have little materially but are 
rich in joy.”

The Lyndhurst resident and 
six other students, along with their 
chaperones, spent Jan. 7-15 on the 
annual volunteer trip to the Central 
American country. They rebuilt a 
playground, painted a fence and 
played with the children in the vil-
lage of Crique Sacro. “It made me 
appreciate more of what I have, the 
simple things, like family,” said 
sophomore Amber Raines. 

When the Caldwell team fin-
ished the work on the playground, 
they said it was a gift to see the ex-
uberance on the children’s faces as 
they whisked down the slide. “It was 
as if there was no greater joy in their 
lives at that moment,” said Colleen 
O’Brien, director of campus minis-
try at Caldwell, who led the group.

The members of the Caldwell 
group stayed at a guesthouse in 
Punta Gorda associated with the Je-
suit-run St. Peter Claver Parish, and 
each day they drove along bumpy 

dirt roads for two hours to get to 
their work locations. Many of the 
people they served in the village had 
never left their community. “They 
were very appreciative of the work 
we did and showed us a lot of kind-
ness and compassion,” Raines said. 
Seeing the poverty and their way 
of life was “culture shock” for her. 
“People don’t understand until they 
are there.”

In the evenings, the volunteers 
ate meals together and shared expe-
riences. The students were mostly 
off the technology grid, “constant-
ly talking to each other,” said Sirio. 

O’Brien led them in nightly reflec-
tions, something she had done on 
campus in the weeks prior to the 
trip. “It helped how Colleen led 
us through the whole experience,” 

Sirio said, adding 
she particularly 
enjoyed the project 
O’Brien assigned 
sending affirmation 

letters to their travel companions. 
At the end of the week, they 

were treated to a festive home-
cooked meal made by the local 
parents.

Students also made side trips 
visiting the Guatemala border, a 
national park and Mayan ruins, and 
taking a boat to the cayes off the 
coast of Punta Gorda. Adding to 
the excitement was the “nail-bit-
ing” tsunami warning they received 
one night, said O’Brien. “We had to 
evacuate for a bit; thankfully it was 
just a warning.”

Madison Perry, Kristal Cannici, Theoniki Makras 
and Daniela Sirio with local school children.
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Throughout the month of February, contributions of black artists, 
historians, theologians, journalists and civil rights activists are cele-
brated in honor or Black History Month. On a local level, the Archdi-
ocese of Newark is highlighting the important role the church played 
in the African-American experience. At the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart in Newark, Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., celebrat-
ed Mass in honor of Black History Month on Feb. 11. 

The “Being Black in America” symposium will be presented 
at Holy Spirit/Our Lady Help of Christians in East Orange on Feb. 
18. The event will highlight infl uential African-Americans through-
out history. Also on Feb. 18, during the 10 a.m. Mass at Blessed 
Sacrament/St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Newark, the parish will 
welcome African-American religious Sister Patricia Ralph, S.S.J., 
Father Jamie Moses and Brother Patrick Winbush, O.S.B., to discuss 
their vocations.

Focusing on the contributions African-Americans have made in 
music, St. Peter Claver Parish in Montclair will host an “All That 
Jazz” evening on Saturday, Feb. 24 from 6-9 p.m. in Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Hall. Members of the Alleycat Quartet will perform selec-
tions from noted black jazz artists.

Father Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V., coordinator of the African- 
American, African and Caribbean Apostolate, will lead a Lenten re-
vival Feb. 19-21 at Christ the King Parish in Jersey City. Prior to the 
series, “Marching in America,” which features spiritual readings and 
songs in celebration of Black History Month, will be held Feb. 18 at 
the church. 

Archdiocese celebrates 
Black History Month

Offi cial Appointments 

PASTORS

Reverend Minhyun Cho, pastor 
of St. Michael Parish, Palisades Park, 

has been granted an extension, 
ending July 1, 2024.

Reverend Joseph A. Meagher, 
pastor of St. Antoninus Parish, 
Newark, has been granted an 
extension, ending July 1, 2024.

Reverend Ireneusz 
Pierzchala, pastor of Sacred 
Heart Parish, Rochelle Park, has 

been appointed pastor of St. Theresa 
of the Child Jesus Parish, Linden, 

effective Oct. 1, 2017.

Reverend Jerzy R. Zaslona, 
pastor of Holy Rosary Parish, Jersey 
City, has been granted an extension, 

ending July 1, 2024. 

ADMINISTRATOR

Reverend Pedro Repollet, 
parochial vicar of St. John the Baptist 
Parish, Jersey City, and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish, Jersey City, 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., has 
announced the following appointments:

has been appointed administrator at 
both parishes, effective Feb. 1, 2018.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Andrew Ikedichi 
Njoku has been appointed part-

time parochial vicar of St. Patrick and 
Assumption/All Saints Parish, Jersey 

City, effective Feb. 1, 2018.

CHAPLAIN

Reverend Monsignor Michael 
A. Andreano, pastor of St. 

Peter and St. Paul Parish, Hoboken, 
has been appointed chaplain of 

the Hoboken Police Department, 
effective immediately.

RETIREMENT

Reverend Ken Evans has been 
granted retirement, effective Feb. 1.

Reverend Dennis J. Kaelin has 
been granted retirement, 

effective Feb. 1.

Start the Lenten season right!
Download the FREE Relevant Radio® App

Pray along with 
Fr. Dave Heney 
on the new live 
Family Rosary 

Across America 
every evening at 

8:00 pm ET!

Relevant Radio 1496 Bellevue St, Green Bay, WI 54311 
 Prayer Line: 888-577-5443 | Donor/Listener Line: 877-291-0123 | Live Call-In Studio Line: 888-914-9149
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1.  The days of both fast and abstinence during Lent are Ash Wednes-
day and Good Friday. If possible, the fast on Good Friday is contin-
ued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal 
fast” to honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, and to 
prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more readily 
his resurrection. The other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.

On a day of fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted, and two (2) 
smaller meals, which, if added together, would not exceed the main 
meal in quantity.

Those between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast.

On a day of abstinence, no meat may be eaten. Those who have 
reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of abstinence.

2.  The obligation to observe the laws of fast and abstinence “substan-
tially,” or as a whole, is a serious obligation.

3.  The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days 
of penance, but each individual may substitute for the traditional 
abstinence from meat some other practice of voluntary self-denial 
as penance.

4.  The time for fulfi lling the paschal precept (Easter duty*) extends 
from the First Sunday of Lent, Feb. 18, 2018, to the Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Trinity, May 27, 2018.

*  Canon 920, §1 All the faithful, after they have been initiated into 
the most holy Eucharist, are bound by the obligation of receiving 
Communion at least once a year.

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
2018 LENTEN REGULATIONS

Advocate photos-Melissa McNally
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
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the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*
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Ronald L. Pihokker Joanne DePasquale-Parent

New initiatives in catechesis for the 21st century

Since the publication of 
the first National Cat-
echetical Directory in 
1976 and in the subse-
quent major documents 

of the church on catechesis both at 
the worldwide level and here in the 
United States, catechists have been 
called to focus on the formation of 
adults as primary.

Yet, in practice, we have spent 
most of our efforts and resources in 
catechizing children and have, with 
some notable exceptions, neglect-
ed the faith formation of adults—at 
least in a system-
atic and deliberate 
way.

In Cardinal 
Joseph Tobin’s recent series of dean-
ery town hall meetings held through-
out the archdiocese, he noted one of 
the recurring themes that has sur-
faced among parishioners is the need 
for adult faith formation opportuni-
ties. In attempting to respond to this 
need, the archdiocesan Catechetical 
Office began a new initiative.

“It’s time to reimagine faith for-
mation for a 21st century world,” 

advised John Roberto, president of 
Lifelong Faith Associates.  

Roberto engaged more than 200 
pastors and parish leaders from more 
than 75 parishes in the Archdiocese 
of Newark at Innovation Labs for 
Family Faith Formation in Decem-
ber and Adult Faith Formation in 
January. Innovation Labs are inter-
active, collaborative learning and 
design experiences to create new 
projects in faith formation. The goal 
of an Innovation Lab is to design 
and implement new initiatives that 
have the potential of being trans-

formative for parish 
communities. Each 
lab includes short 
presentations, a facil-

itated design experience for parish 
teams and connection to curated 
digital resources for faith formation 
of all ages.  

A two-hour pastor’s orientation 
session was offered for those who 
could not commit to a daylong event 
but still wanted to learn about recent 
trends in faith formation and effec-
tive outreach. Both the orientation 
sessions and the full-day Innovation 

Labs were well attended and well 
received. A survey of participants 
revealed the vast majority left these 
events feeling enthused, encouraged, 
challenged and enriched. Ninety-two 
percent of the participants from the 
adult faith formation lab and 82 per-
cent from the family faith forma-
tion lab felt it was very relevant and 
helpful for their ministry.  

Over the next several months, 
Roberto and the Catechetical Office 
will continue to work with parish 
teams to develop strategies in provid-
ing resources through webinars and 
workshops. The possibilities are ex-
citing. It is gratifying to witness what 

we envisioned begin to take shape. 
It is the Catechetical Office’s 

goal to continue to provide valuable 
opportunities for parish leaders to 
discover how to effectively reach 
people of all ages in their faith for-
mation efforts. Through reimagining 
faith formation for a 21st century 
world, we have taken our first steps 
toward new programs that engage 
people of all ages and generations. 

Ronald L. Pihokker is director of 
the archdiocesan Catechetical Office. 

Joanne DePasquale-Parent 
is associate director of Adult and 
Family Catechesis for Essex and 
Hudson regions. 

By Ron Pihokker and Joanne DePasquale-Parent
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Submitted photo
Four-time Olympian Joetta Clark Diggs, right, accepts Felician 
University’s 2018 Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy Award from 
President Dr. Anne Prisco. “In honoring Joetta Clark Diggs, we 
recognize and cherish the strength and power of women leaders 
throughout our nation and the world,” Prisco said. “By uniquely 
fusing the synergistic elements of athletics and education, Joetta 
has positively impacted the lives of some 50,000 young people.”

Submitted photos

Catholic Charities gala

From New Jersey to Japan, high school 
students share common link

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Newark will honor Cardinal Jo-
seph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., at the “All Are Welcome” gala May 3 at Nanina’s in 
the Park in Belleville. 

Community service awards will also be presented to Goya Foods; St. 
Rose of Lima Parish, Short Hills; St. Cassian Parish, Upper Montclair; St. 
Anastasia Parish, Teaneck; St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish, Montclair; Sacred 
Heart Parish, Bloomfield; St. Joseph Parish, Maplewood; and Our Lady of 
Sorrows Parish, South Orange. 

For more information on table reservations, sponsorship opportunities or 
tickets, email pruccione@ccannj.org or call (973) 639-6531. 

DEMAREST—Students from 
two schools on opposite sides of the 
world are in the midst of a cultural 
exchange that grew from a common 
connection—both learning institu-
tions were founded by the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame.

English teacher Dean Williams 
from Notre Dame Jogakuin in Kyo-
to, Japan, contacted the staff at the 
Academy of the Holy Angels with 
the goal of establishing a pathway 
for his students to develop their 
English skills. Jennifer Cucchisi, 
an international studies teacher at 
Holy Angels, readily accepted the 
invitation.

Williams explained that his 
school, which was established in 
1952, serves junior and senior high 
students.

“We are situated at the far east-
ern edge of Kyoto, on the flanks of 
the mountains. The world-famous 
Philosopher’s Path, Nanzenji Temple 
and the Silver Temple are a stone’s 
throw away. The school boasts its 
own Japanese teahouse and garden, 
as well as the original nunnery, 
which is now a museum,” Williams 
wrote in an email to Holy Angels.

When the exchange began, both 

classes opted to use both modern 
and traditional methods of com-
munication, beginning with photos 
that depicted the Japanese students 
holding handwritten letters. The girls 
from Kyoto revealed their interests 
in flower arranging and tea ceremo-
ny traditions. Given the time differ-
ence between Kyoto and Demarest, 
Skype was not a viable option.

“We communicate through vid-
eos and Google Slides,” Academy 
of the Holy Angels senior Danielle 
Sanchez explained. “On Google 
Slides, we answered questions re-
garding our domestic and foreign 
opportunities and problems. In re-
sponse, the girls from Japan asked 
questions regarding what we wrote.”

Google Slides allows the stu-
dents to work on the slide shows 
together without having to worry 
about the time difference. After the 
initial introductions, the students 
were paired up so they could com-
municate as “pen pals.” Some of the 
exchanges extend beyond general 
topics.

“I recently responded to a girl 
who asked how I would solve the 
issue of immigration if I had the le-
gal power,” Sanchez said. “I never 

realized how difficult that question 
would be to answer, and it really 
made me think about how I view the 
situation, and what I believe should 
be done. This experience allows me 
to teach others as well as learn about 
my own country and myself. I also 
learn about the culture in Japan. I 
can’t wait to see what else we are 
able to do regarding our relationship 
with the school in Japan, and I’m 
even more excited to see what else 
we will be able to learn.”

Sanchez added that the stu-
dents from both high schools are 
“connected through our faith, and 
it shows how far connections can 
go.” The experience has opened her 
eyes to how other cultures perceive 
America. “I never realized how 
many questions people from foreign 
countries have about America sim-
ply because I live here, so I assume 
everyone knows what’s going on,” 
Sanchez said. “Being able to learn 
about Japanese culture from Japa-
nese girls is extremely beneficial be-
cause it is coming from people who 
are experiencing what we are study-

ing. It adds more to the information 
we are learning in class, especially 
since we are doing a project regard-
ing different aspects of Japan.”

“I think that any time that we are 
able to exchange cultures and ideas 
with students in other countries, it 
enriches us all,” Cucchisi added. “I 
love hearing from the students there, 
and it is also a great experience to 
be able to collaborate with a School 
Sisters of Notre Dame teacher on the 
other side of the world.”
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95-year-old priest honored for years of service

FAIRVIEW—While many 
95-year-olds may prefer to stay in 
bed at the crack of dawn, a local 
priest, just a few years shy of being 
a centenarian, still gets up early 
every weekday morning to cele-
brate Mass. Father Frank Gaetano, 
S.A.C., also regularly hears confes-
sions on Saturday afternoons and 
celebrates Sunday Mass.

In recognition for his dedica-
tion and long service to Our Lady 
of Grace, the parish held a Mass of 
Thanksgiving on Feb. 3 to honor Fa-
ther Gaetano’s 70 years as a priest in 
the Pallottine Order.

The Provincial of the Pallottine 
Order, Father Frank Donio, and Our 
Lady of Grace Pastor Father Peter 
Sticco celebrated the Mass with the 
jubilarian. Also in attendance were 
the Pallottine Sisters and members 
of the Union of Catholic Apostolate.

On Feb. 2, 1948, at the age of 
25, Father Gaetano was ordained at 
All Saints Parish in Brooklyn and 
was later assigned there. He then re-

located to the now-defunct St. Philip 
Neri Church in Newark. He later 
taught history at Bishop Eustace 
Preparatory School in Pennsauken, 
was a novice master and then rector 
at the Pallottine Novitiate in North 
Haven, Long Island, before arriving 
at Our Lady of Grace in 1975 as pa-
rochial vicar.

During his years in Fairview, Fa-
ther Gaetano served as pastor of the 
church, bursar and provincial consul-
tor of the Pallottine Province. He cur-

rently serves as parochial vicar and 
was also the chaplain of the Fairview 
Fire Department for 38 years.

“Father Frank” starts his day 
around 4 a.m., praying for various 
intentions for two hours. He then 
celebrates the Eucharist at 8 a.m. on 
weekdays and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday 
and later says evening intercessory 
prayers from 8-10 p.m. before he re-
tires for the night.

“Father Frank is a priest who 
is very unique,” Father Sticco said. 

“He is very, very humble and very 
holy. He is a priest who is very deep 
in his faith and is one who loves his 
priestly vocation and reaches out to 
other people in a very special way.”

Parishioner Patt Mazzeo, who is 
in the choir, echoed Father Sticco’s 
sentiments.

“He is a dear, sweet man who 
is humble, self-effacing and ready 
to always listen to others,” she said. 
“He is the easiest priest to go to 
confession. He understands human 
frailty in the confessional.”

When asked about his dedication 
to the priesthood, Father Gaetano 
said he has no plans to retire.

“We don’t have many priests in 
our province so I fi gured let me do 
something worthwhile and continue 
to work because when you retire 
there’s not much to do,” he said. 
“We try to imitate the good Lord 
in our dealing with people. He was 
understanding, he was all-loving and 
helped people in various ways. You 
make yourself available to the needs 
of others. You give yourself to the 
good Lord and help people because 
they are his creatures.”

Photo courtesy of Paul Hummel
Father Frank Gaetano, left, and Father Peter Sticco.

By Paul Hummel
Special to The Catholic Advocate 
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Journalist to be honored by Chesterton Institute
SOUTH ORANGE—The G.K. 

Chesterton Institute for Faith & 
Culture at Seton Hall University an-
nounced journalist William McGurn 
will be presented with an award at 
a special event this spring “in rec-
ognition of his distinguished career 
as a journalist in the Chestertonian 
tradition.”

McGurn is a member of the ed-
itorial board and writes the “Main 
Street” column for The Wall Street 
Journal. Previously, he was editorial 
page editor for The New York Post; 

vice president for News Corpo-
ration; and chief speechwriter for 
President George W. Bush from 
2005-2008. He has also written for 
The Washington Post, The Specta-
tor of London and National Catholic 
Register.

The Chesterton Review, which 
published a special journalism issue 
for its Fall/Winter 2017 volume, is a 
journal that was founded to promote 
an interest in all aspects of G.K. 
Chesterton’s life, work, art and ideas, 
including his Christian apologetics.

“Chesterton was proud to de-
scribe himself as a journalist, and 
‘journalism’ is the most accurate de-
scription of his writing,” said Editor 
Father Ian Boyd, C.S.B. “It is appro-
priate, therefore, to devote a special 
issue of the Review to the subject of 
Chesterton’s journalism, and specifi -
cally to the journalism he cast in the 
form of parables.”

For more information about 
The Chesterton Review call
(973) 275-2431 or email 
chestertoninstitute@shu.edu. 

Saint Dominic students visit lab
JERSEY CITY—Students in 

Saint Dominic Academy’s chemistry 
classes got a hands-on, real-world 
lab experience. Students visited the 
Passaic Valley Sewerage Commis-
sion on Feb. 1.

According to the company, “the 
primary objective of the event was 
to showcase various careers within 
the sciences, raise awareness of the 

important role labs play in society, 
and specifi cally educate the students 
regarding lab procedures and re-
sponsibilities.” 

After each student received safe-
ty glasses and a lab coat, a chemist 
or lab technician led them to the 
various work stations. They not only 
observed several wastewater analy-
ses, but also had the opportunity to 
perform the tests themselves. Stu-
dents also learned about safety pro-
cedures in the laboratory and about 
the state and federal regulations that 

are followed by the Passaic Valley 
Sewerage Commission.

Valentyna Simon, a Chemistry 
Honors student, said the visit was 
an eye-opening experience. “I did 
not realize how expansive and how 
many jobs the Passaic Valley Sew-
erage Commission offered. I spoke 
to professionals that came from 
many different majors that stretched 
all across the science fi eld. It really 
proved that being any type of sci-
ence major can apply to so many job 
opportunities,” she said.

Simon also expressed how im-
pressed she was by the number of 

women in leadership positions at the 
company. “It is not a male dominat-
ed industry, which is a huge progres-
sion for women in the science,” she 
explained.   

 “(The lab visit) was very en-
lightening,” added AP Chemistry 
student Jenna Manzo. “It was a 
unique opportunity to gain hands-
on lab experience and knowledge 
in various fi elds such as chemistry, 
microbiology and environmental 
engineering. It was refreshing to see 
the amazing scientifi c diversity with-
in the lab that goes into wastewater 
treatment.”

Submitted photo
Sophomore Erin Murphy at 
the Passaic Valley Sewerage 
Commission lab.
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Mass to honor Bishop Francis

In honor of the 20th anni-

versary of his death, a Mass 

for Bishop Joseph Abel 

Francis, S.V.D., the first Af-

rican-American bishop of 

Newark, will be celebrated Sept. 30 

at 10:30 a.m. at the Cathedral Basil-

ica of the Sacred Heart. The date is 

also the late bishop’s birthday. Car-

dinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., will 

be the chief celebrant. 

Father Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V., 

coordinator of the African Ameri-

can, African and Caribbean Aposto-

late for the Archdiocese of Newark, 

spearheaded the effort for a Mass 

recognizing the beloved bishop. 

“People always talk about 

Bishop Francis with a smile,” Fr. 

Okwuosa recalled. “This historic 

anniversary needed to be celebrat-

ed. He fought against racism and 

bigotry and made an impact on so 

many people.”
Bishop Francis devoted his life 

to faith and social justice. The mot-

to on his Coat of Arms reads “Lib-

erty, Peace and Justice.” 

 “Where our country is now, his 

words are still relevant today,” Fr. 

Okwuosa said, noting issues of race 

and prejudice are once again in the 

mainstream consciousness follow-

ing the recent violence in Charlot-

tesville, Va. 
In light of current events, the 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-

ops announced the establishment of 

an Ad Hoc Committee Against Rac-
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Archdiocesan schools 

eager for a new year and 

ready to meet challenges

The archdiocesan School 

Office staff looks for-

ward to a new school 

year when, in collabora-

tion with our Catho-

lic educators and parents, we can 

preach the faith and guide our stu-

dents to greater academic achieve-

ments.
Engaging parents in an active 

partnership is essential to moving 

By Dr. Margaret Dames ism. Initiated by Cardinal Daniel N. 

DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, the 

committee will focus on addressing 

the sin of racism in our society, and 

even in our Church, and the urgent 

need to come together as a society 

to find solutions.

“Recent events have exposed 

the extent to which the sin of rac-

ism continues to afflict our nation,” 

Cardinal DiNardo said. “The es-

tablishment of this new ad hoc 

committee will be wholly dedicat-

ed to engaging the Church and our 

society to work together in unity to 

challenge the sin of racism, to listen 

to persons who are suffering under 

this sin and to come together in the 

love of Christ to know one another 

as brothers and sisters.”    

Bishop Francis had to over-

come many obstacles throughout his 

journey of faith and justice. Born 

Sept. 30, 1923 in Lafayette, La., he 

entered the Society of the Divine 

Word’s Saint Augustine Seminary in 

Bay Saint Louis, Miss., which at the 

Advocate archive photo
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The community newspaper of the Archdiocese of NewarkAfter retirement, Bishop Flesey continues life of service, ministry

Since he was a young man, Bishop John W. Flesey, S.T.D., has always felt at home in the church. As a student at Saint Aedan’s Grammar School in Jersey City, he would often spontaneously stop into church to pray.
“It was a bit unusual for a child,” he admitted. “I would just walk into the church and sit quietly. I guess you could say I was meditating, even though I didn’t know what that was at the time.”

After 48 years of priestly min-istry and 13 years serving as auxil-iary bishop of the archdiocese and 

Regional Bishop of Bergen County, Bishop Flesey offi cially retired last month. At 75, he still has the same enthusiasm for the church that he did as young boy.
“That’s the secret—being a priest has to be something that you’re passionate about,” he said.Although he has offi cially retired as regional bishop, Bishop Flesey will continue serving as pastor of Most Blessed Sacrament Parish in Franklin Lakes and fulfi lling epis-copal responsibilities. He calls this transitional phase of his ministry a “hyper-active existence.”“I do about 70 confi rmations every year. I love doing it—I enjoy speaking to young people. If you don’t talk for too long and you are 
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nice to people, they keep asking you back,” Bishop Flesey said with a laugh. 
While presiding over a confi rma-tion at his home parish a few years ago, he was reminded of a fond mem-ory from his youth. “At Saint Ae-dan’s, there is a marble seat reserved for the bishop,” he recalled. “We were told not to sit in the bishop’s chair. When I was in fourth grade, I was asked to run an errand in the church. There was no one there so I sat in the marble chair for about fi ve seconds and then quickly ran away. And then, 60 years later, here I was, sitting in the seat as a bishop.” Bishop Flesey and his family were active in parish life; he was an altar server, his older sisters were members of the choir, and his father was a lector. In his senior year at Saint Peter’s University, he decided to pursue the priesthood.

Bishop John W. Flesey, S.T.D.Coalition of religious leaders endorses Dream Act 
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin was among 33 religious leaders who called for congressional support of the Dream Act of 2017 (S 1615/HR 3440).  

In a Nov. 2 statement, the Coa-lition of Religious Leaders of New Jersey endorsed the bill that would protect almost 800,000 youth who entered the United States as chil-dren and know America as their only home. Tens of thousands “dreamers” reside in the Garden State.
The group expressed concern and opposition to President Don-ald Trump’s plan to phase out the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Program. In Sep-tember, the President rescinded the program and asked Congress to fi nd a legislative fi x.The Trump administration released a 70-point immigration policy on Oct. 8, which includes 27 different suggestions on border security; 39 improvements to en-forcement on immigration laws in the U.S.; and four major changes to the legal immigration system. “We believe that this action is 

a clear violation of our faith prin-ciples of hospitality, compassion and justice,” the group stated. “We believe the President’s decision to end DACA threatens the emotional, social, and economic stability for millions of individuals and tears at the fabric of our country.”  The young people who have been protected from deportation by DACA, the coalition noted, make signifi cant contributions to the economy “attend our schools, serve in our military, are members of our faith communities.” The religious leaders con-demned the idea that undocument-ed immigrants are to “blame for the economic and social problems” in America. 
“It is for us a moral imperative that we call upon our representa-tives in Congress to support the Dream Act of 2017,” the statement read. “We call upon our member congregations to pray and advocate for the ‘dreamer’ and to uphold the dignity of every person and work for the common good. Let us exemplify our best ideals and beliefs.”

CNS photo
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After retirement, Bishop Flesey continues life of service, ministry

S
Grammar School in Jersey City, he would often spontaneously stop into church to pray.

“It was a bit unusual for a child,” he admitted. “I would just walk into the church and sit quietly. I guess you could say I was meditating, even though I didn’t know what that was at the time.”
After 48 years of priestly min-istry and 13 years serving as auxil-iary bishop of the archdiocese and 

By Melissa McNallyEditor

Coalition of religious leaders endorses Dream Act 
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin was among 33 religious leaders who called for congressional support of the Dream Act of 2017 (S 1615/HR 3440).  

In a Nov. 2 statement, the Coa-lition of Religious Leaders of New Jersey endorsed the bill that would protect almost 800,000 youth who entered the United States as chil-dren and know America as their only home. Tens of thousands “dreamers” reside in the Garden State.
The group expressed concern and opposition to President Don-ald Trump’s plan to phase out the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Program. In Sep-tember, the President rescinded the program and asked Congress to fi nd a legislative fi x.The Trump administration released a 70-point immigration policy on Oct. 8, which includes 27 different suggestions on border security; 39 improvements to en-forcement on immigration laws in the U.S.; and four major changes to the legal immigration system. “We believe that this action is 
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To mark 50 years of ser-
vant ministry, the Arch-
diocese of Newark this 
month is launching a 
yearlong celebration of 

its permanent deacons. 
After 1,000 years of dorman-

cy in the Roman Rite, the bish-
ops of Vatican Council II in 1965 
called for restoring the diaconate 
as a “proper and permanent rank” 
distinct from the ministerial priest-
hood. In 1967, Pope Paul VI issued 
guidelines for bishops to follow. 

Newark’s fi rst two permanent 
deacons were ordained in 1974 by 
Archbishop Thomas A. Boland. 
Archbishop Peter L. Gerety or-
dained 77 men in 1975.

There are now 210 active and 

retired deacons in the archdiocese 
and 19,000 nationwide, compared 
to about 27,000 diocesan priests. At 
the same time, the church continues 
the practice of ordaining men on 
track for the priesthood as “transi-
tional deacons.”

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin 
C.Ss.R. asked pastors to launch 
the year with “Deacon Sunday” 
at all masses last weekend. Next 
October, the cardinal will conclude 
the observance with a Mass with 
deacons at the Cathedral Basili-
ca of the Sacred Heart in Newark. 
Educational seminars for deacons 
and other events will take place in 
between.

“The whole idea is not only to 
celebrate the ministry but also to 
provide catechesis so the faithful are 

Five years aft er Sandy
Advocate archive photo

Deacons in procession last year during Archbishop Gerety’s funeral.

Some 220 church structures 
throughout the Archdio-
cese of Newark have re-
covered from the $15 mil-
lion in damage infl icted 

by Hurricane Sandy. Although two 
churches had to temporarily close 
and school children had to relocate 
for a year, the rebuilding effort has 
left few signs of the October 2012 
super storm that wreaked havoc 
across New Jersey. 

“Essentially, all buildings and 
structures that were damaged during 
the storm have been repaired,” said 
Steve Belloise, executive director of 

the archdiocesan offi ce of property 
management. “There are still a few 
outstanding claims that need to be 
addressed, but other than that, the 
rebuilding process has been a great 
success.”

Sites that incurred the most dam-
age were Hoboken Catholic Acad-
emy at $2 million, Saint Lawrence 
Parish in Weehawken and Saint 
Margaret of Cortona in Little Ferry 
at more than $1 million each. 

The two churches and their par-
ish centers were inundated, while 
Hoboken Catholic had its damages 
compounded after an underground 
oil tank ruptured, spilling 4,000 gal-

Advocate archive photo

Saint Lawrence Parish in Weehawken incurred more than $1 million 

in damage following Hurricane Sandy. The parish sits just three 

blocks from Weehawken Cove on the Hudson River. 

By Jonathan Azzara

FEBRUARY IS CATHOLIC PRESS MONTH!
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Sister Mary Downey, O.S.B.

A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was 

celebrated Feb. 3 at St. 
Walburga Monastery 
in Elizabeth for Sister 
Mary Downey, O.S.B., 
who died Jan. 30.

Born in Kearny, Sister Mary 
entered the Benedictine Sisters on 
Sept. 8, 1961, and her First Monastic 
Profession was on June 15, 1963. 
She received a bachelor’s degree 
from Jersey City State College and 
a master’s in education from Seton 
Hall University. 

Sister Mary taught at Bender 
Memorial Academy in Elizabeth. 
She was principal at Immaculate 
Conception in Hackensack, St. Gen-
evieve’s and Benedictine Preschool, 
both in Elizabeth. 

Sister Mary Alberta Keuhlen, S.C.

A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was 

celebrated Feb. 6 in the 
Villa at Florham Park 
for Sister Mary Alberta 
Keuhlen, S.C., 90, who 
died Feb.1.

Born in Hillside, Sister Mary Al-
berta entered the Sisters of Charity 
on March 25, 1947 and was a mem-
ber for 70 years. 

Sister Mary Alberta was a teach-
er at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Tenafly; Marylawn of the Oranges, 

South Orange; St. Philip School, 
Saddle Brook; and St. Catharine 
School, Glen Rock. She taught 
mathematics at St. Aloysius, St. 
Mary High School and the Academy 
of St. Aloysius, all in Jersey City. 
She also served as principal of St. 
Mary High School.

After she transitioned from edu-
cation, Sister Mary Alberta became 
assistant director at Xavier Center 
in Convent Station and was a library 
assistant at the College of Saint 
Elizabeth. 

Father John J. Gibbons 

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was cele-

brated Feb. 9 at Church 
of the Ascension in 
Bradley Beach for Fa-
ther John J. Gibbons, 
85, who died Feb. 3.

Father Gibbons attended Seton 
Hall University and Immaculate 
Conception Seminary. He was or-
dained on May 31, 1958. His assign-
ments included: Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, Maplewood, parochial vic-
ar; Divine Mercy, Rahway, parochial 
vicar; St. Andrew, Bayonne, paro-
chial vicar; St. Catherine of Siena, 
Cedar Grove, parochial vicar; Queen 
of Peace, North Arlington, parochi-
al vicar; Holy Rosary/St. Michael, 
Elizabeth, pastor; Nativity, Midland 
Park, parochial vicar; St. John the 
Baptist, Fairview, pastor; and St. Mi-
chael/St. Joseph, Bayonne, pastor.

Local health care 
providers receive award

Obituaries

Mother Seton launches S.T.A.R

Leaders at Hackensack Uni-
versity Medical Center and the 
Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth 
in Covent Station are among the 
recipients of the 2018 Edward 
J. Ill Excellence in Medicine 
Awards. MDAdvantage Insurance 
Company, a provider of medical 
professional liability insurance, 
announced the winners Feb. 1.

“Being able to recognize all 
the progress that has been made 
in health care since the awards 
were first bestowed in 1939 is 
an honor and a privilege for all 
of us involved,” said Patricia A. 
Costante, chairman and CEO of 
MDAdvantage. “My hope is that 
by highlighting these advances, 
we are able to inspire the health 
care providers and leaders of to-
morrow.”

Among the honorees is Andre 
Goy, M.D., M.S., chairman and 
director of the John Theurer Can-
cer Center at Hackensack Univer-
sity Medical Center, and medical 
director of Hackensack Meridian 

CLARK—Beginning in September, Mother Seton Regional High School 
will offer an expanded college preparatory program for newly admitted fresh-
men—Success Through Academic Readiness (S.T.A.R.). The program will 
offer selected ninth graders an opportunity to pursue a rigorous academic cur-
riculum with the added benefit of increased classroom support and individu-
alized instruction.

“We recognize that students learn in a variety of ways,” said Director of 
Guidance Corinne Wnek. “We also understand that students are at different 
points of readiness for their transition to high school. Teachers within the 
S.T.A.R program are trained to work with students academically, socially and 
emotionally, so that our students have a positive freshman experience.” 

“We want all students to be successful here at Mother Seton right from 
the start,” agreed Principal Sister Jacquelyn Balasia, S.C. “The new S.T.A.R 
program is designed to help students strengthen academic skills in the ninth 
grade so they will be ready to pursue their high school career at Mother Seton 
confidently and successfully.”

For more information, call the guidance department at Mother Seton at 
(732) 382-1952.

Health Oncology Services. He 
received the Outstanding Health-
care Executive Award for his 
leadership in oncology and his 
accomplishments in lymphoma 
research that have led to therapies 
and new strategies to improve pa-
tient outcomes.

The Sisters of Charity of St. 
Elizabeth received the Verice 
M. Mason Community Service 
Leader Award. The Sisters will 
be collectively recognized as the 
first and longest continuous spon-
sors of health care in New Jersey, 
including St. Joseph’s Regional 
Medical Center in Paterson and 
Trinitas Regional Medical Center 
in Elizabeth.

This year’s awards will be 
presented May 2 at Park Château 
Estate and Gardens in East Bruns-
wick. All profits from the event 
will be dedicated to support med-
ical and health care student schol-
arships. For more information, 
call (609) 803-2350 or visit  
www.ejiawards.org. 

V Encuentro closing Mass
NEWARK—A Mass to mark 

the close of V Encuentro will be 
celebrated at the Cathedral Basil-
ica of the Sacred Heart March 2 
at 8 p.m.

In 2013, the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ Subcommittee on Hispanic 
Affairs convened pastoral leaders 
of the Hispanic/Latino commu-
nity to engage in V Encuentro. 
A four-year effort, the process 
emphasized the importance of 
involving young second and third 
generation Hispanics/Latinos in 
the church. 

Fifty archdiocesan parishes 

participated in V Encuentro. A 
time of ecclesial reflection, the 
process encouraged participation, 
pastoral ministry and a constant 
spirit of prayer. Missionary dis-
cipleship emerged as a central 
theme of a V Encuentro. Organiz-
ers emphasized the necessity for 
a continual pastoral conversation 
that allows the church, consistent 
with its missionary nature, to re-
spond with more fidelity and en-
thusiasm to the Hispanic/Latino 
presence in parishes. V Encuen-
tro aimed to empower Latinos to 
live their vocation more fully as 
joyful missionaries to the church.
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HEALTHCARE

Announcement

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the 
lower cost alternative to 
nursing homes or assisted 
living. Family Care Agency 
Inc. provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the 
comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has 
been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI 
since 2000, specializing in placing 
FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks. 

All candidates are fl uent in 
English with great references for 
satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized 
placement services call

Karen at (908)377-9375

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by 
 members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of 
an act of sexual misconduct to inform the archdiocese immediately so that we may take appropriate action to 
protect others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the Archdiocesan 
Office of Child and Youth Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group 
for persons experiencing same-sex attractions who 
desire to lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic 

teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call 908-272-2307 

or 201-220-3968 (Bergen County)
(All calls confidential)

CONTACT 
MARGE

at 
(973) 497- 4201 or

pearsoma@rcan.org 
to advertise 

a Novena or Prayer 
in the next issue.

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER – 
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for 
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual, 
willing to serve God through those we help. Our “baby-
saving” work was featured in the award winning 2014 feature 
film Gimme Shelter. Salary $23,660, generous vacation. 
Driver’s license required. For job description, REPLY TO: 
email susanharperlloyd@aol.com, call 201-819-4699.
Visit our website www.severalsources.net.

This garden dedicated 
to our Blessed Mother is 
behind the main Several 

Sources Shelter.

Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner
Looking for residential or assisted living homecare 

for your loved ones at low cost?  Let us take 
the frustration out of � nding the right person. 

We are just a phone call away. 

2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308   
Union, New Jersey 07083 Cell: (908) 209-5440

care.assist.nj@gmail.com  careassistonline.com 

PRINCIPALS - ELEMENTARY
2018-2019 School Year-Anticipated

Essex, Hudson, Union, Bergen Counties

EOE

Candidates must meet the following requirements: 
• Practicing Catholic • Relevant exp in teaching and/or  

administration • Earned Master's degree • NJ Teaching 
Cert or its reciprocal  • NJ Principal Cert preferred 

or commitment to attain it, or its reciprocal. 
Interested parties should send resume, cover letter, 

letter of reference from pastor & 2 professional sources to: 
butlerpa@rcan.org

Pastoral Associate for Marriage 
and Family Planning Ministry

Corpus Christi Church, in Chatham, NJ, is seeking a 
Full Time Pastoral Associate who will continue to develop 
and implement activities and programs designed to build 
up the faith life of families in the parish; provide counseling 
and referral services; act as a parish resource for families;  
conduct support groups for young mothers; leads family 
ministry group to raise awareness of the needs and strengths 
of families in the parish; support parish programs serving the 
needs of all kinds of families; support for persons seeking 
an annulment. This ministry has been an integral part of the 
parish for twenty years. 
This individual mush be an active Roman Catholic; have 
a graduate degree in Family and Marriage Counseling or 
related fi eld; have a minimum of 32 credits in Theology and 
Religious Education that will include: Theology of Marriage, 
Sacraments, Scripture, Spirituality. Demonstrated skills in 
group dynamics and in the formation of support groups in 
various areas of family are also required.  
Preference given to applicant who is experienced with social 
media.
Salary commensurate with degree and experience.  
Excellent benefi ts.  
Position available 8/1/2018.

Send resume to Roseann McDonough at: 
rmcdonough46@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
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Your 
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 Could Be  

Here
Call 

973-497-4200

Cemetery & Mausoleum

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum
712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey

(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923
Serving all 

communities 
for 64 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

Funeral Home

February 18
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish, Ridgewood, career min-
istry workshop, 1 p.m., call Carol 
Shea at (201) 252-8807 or Tom 
Lewis at (201) 445-1864. 

February 19
Interfaith Brotherhood/
Sisterhood Committee of 
Bergen County, “Pursuing 
Peace in Challenging Times,” at 
Bergen Community College in 
Paramus, 4-8 p.m., with keynote 
speaker Dr. Kusumita P. Pedersen, 
email bergenbrotherhoodsister-
hood@gmail.com.

February 20
Lumen Center, Caldwell, 
“Pray Always,” 9:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m., $35-$45, call (973) 403-
3331 ext. 25 or email 
lumencenter@caldwellop.org. 

February 22
The Community of God’s 
Love, Rutherford, weekly Lenten 
discussions based on the book 
“God for Us:  Rediscovering the 
Meaning of Lent and Easter,” facil-
itated by spiritual director Ellen 
Roller, 7:30 p.m.  through March 
22, (201) 935-0344 or email 
secretary@thecgl.org. 

February 24
Shrine of St. Joseph, Stirling, 
“Faith Consistent Investing: Build-
ing the Kingdom of God in the 
New Millennium,” presented by 
Father Séamus Finn, O.M.I., 4 p.m., 
followed by a Vigil Mass at 5:30 
p.m., call (908) 647-0208 or email 
religious@stshrine.org. 

February 28
Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, Rose-
land, Lenten adult spirituality 
forum Faith Quest,  “Why all this 
suffering, Oh Lord?” with Ginger 
Grancagnolo, 9 p.m., other ses-
sions on March 7, 14, and 21, $3 
per session or $10 for the four-

week series, call (973) 226-7288 
or visit www.olbs.org. 

March 9
Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Mahwah, “Divine Mercy 
101,” presented by Father Chris 
Alar, 6 p.m., R.S.V.P. by March 1, 
(201) 327-1276. 

Other
The Sisters of Charity of 
St. Elizabeth, Convent Station, 
Holy Hour for Peace at Holy 
Family Chapel, 6:15-7:15 p.m., 
third Tuesday of every month, 
contact Sister Maryanne Tracey at 
mtracey@scnj.org. 

Around the Archdiocese

Submitted photo
Mary McElroy, center, director of NJ Network of Catholic School 
Families and Government Funded Programs, presented Paramus 
Catholic High School seniors Alexa Gallo, left, and Mackenzie 
Mortensen, right, with certificates at the New Jersey State House 
in Trenton. The students won the Catholic Schools Week video 
and poster competition sponsored by NJ Network of Catholic 
School Families. 

Newark St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
announces student contest

NEWARK—The St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee, Inc. recent-
ly announced the 8th Annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Contests for Student 
Artists and Scholars.

“The Parade Committee is com-
mitted to ensuring the students of the 
Catholic schools of the archdiocese 
learn about the life of St. Patrick and 
the impact of the Irish on our state 
and our church,” said Michael D. 
Byrne, general chairman of the Com-
mittee. “The Committee believes it is 
important to study the example of St. 
Patrick and to encourage our children 
to emulate his life.”

The contest’s theme is “Faith 
in Technology”—a fi tting sub-
ject, since the 2018 grand mar-
shal and deputy grand marshal are 
Irish-Americans whose careers were 
in the technology sector. Grand Mar-
shal Joseph M. Taylor is the retired 

chairman and CEO of Panasonic 
Corporation of North America, a 
technology partner and integrator 
to businesses, government agencies 
and consumers across the region. 
Deputy Grand Marshal Josie Logue 
Tully is retired from ITT Corpora-
tion in Clifton.

Students in elementary schools 
are invited to participate in an art 
contest while high school students 
can participate in an essay contest on 
the life of St. Patrick.

Students are awarded cash 
prizes, the opportunity to lead their 
schools’ contingent in the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade and publication of 
their work in the Parade Commit-
tee’s annual souvenir journal.

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
will celebrate its 83rd year on the 
streets of Newark on March 16—
making it the oldest in the state.
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Catholic Cemeteries 

For Our Catholic Community 

Holy Cross Cemetery and Chapel Mausoleum 
340 Ridge Road, North Arlington, NJ 
888-467-8903      www.CemeteryMinistry.org 

Burial Pre-Planning is Easy.  Many Payment Options Available. 
Crypt Space for Two    Less than $216/month*  

 

*Based on $10,400 purchase price & $1,040 down payment $9,360 balance paid in 48 monthly installments of $215.55 at  
5% interest ; Total interest $986.40; Total $11,386.40. 

American Cemetery & Cremation Magazine’s 2017-2018 

 

American Cemetery & Cremation Magazine’s ’s ’ 2017

ACE Award Winner
2017-2018

ACE Award Winner 
We are proud to receive this prestigious national award. Visit the beautiful and sacred  

Holy Cross Cemetery to see for yourself why it is award-winning. 
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