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LIGHTS, CAMERA, EVANGELIZE 
Local priest pens feature � lm about vocation

“Look interested and keep smiling.” 
Th ose were the directions given to 
Joseph Meighan, a parishioner at 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary in Wy-
ckoff  and an unlikely movie extra. 

He and his wife, Mary, volunteered their 
talents on the set of the upcoming feature 
fi lm “Trinity’s Triumph” written by their 
pastor, Father Stephen Fichter. Th e mov-
ie was shot at several locations throughout 
Bergen County and New York in June. 

Th e couple, in their 80s, fi lmed at the 
Christian Health Care Center in Wyckoff  
and St. Cecilia Parish in Englewood. “I was 
instructed to bring fl owers to a patient in 
the hospital and I actually got to keep the 
fl owers, which was great. Mary was in the 
background as a patient in a wheelchair,” 
Meighan recalled.  He and his wife were 
also extras in a wedding scene and ordina-
tion scene fi lmed at St. Cecilia’s. “We had a 
wonderful experience. It was just an honor 
to be involved,” he said.

“Trinity’s Triumph” focuses on three 
young seminarians and their journey to-
ward discovering their vocation. Director 
Michael J. Wickham, a native of Jeff erson, 
believes the fi lm will appeal to everyone, 
not just Catholics. “Th is movie is a peek 
behind the ‘stained-glass curtain’ of the 
priesthood,” Wickham explained. “I wasn’t 
trying to do just a faith-based fi lm. I think 
of it more as a vocational drama.”

He initially came on board the proj-
ect in February to help with editing the 
script. He eventually signed on to direct, 
and shot the whole movie in 15 days on 
a $500,000 budget. “I think the fi lm looks 
bigger and better than its budget,” Wick-
ham explained. 

Denise LaGalia got to witness fi rsthand 
all the work it takes behind the scenes to 

create movie magic. She portrayed a hos-
pital receptionist and was outfi tted with 
scrubs and a nametag by the costume de-
partment. “I had to say what room num-
ber a patient was in and got to interact 
with the actual actors on set. It was a pret-
ty interesting process,” she recalled. 

A Mahwah resident, LaGalia attends 
St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish in Saddle 
River, where Father Fichter once served 
as parochial vicar. She fi rst heard about 
the opportunity to be an extra in the fi lm 
on his Facebook page. “Father Stephen is 
amazing,” she said. “He has such passion 
for the priesthood. It was just so exciting 

to support him and be a part of the movie.”
Joseph McSweeny and his wife, Joan, 

served as extras in a scene fi lmed in New 
York. “It was kind of a kick,” he explained. 
“We’ve known Father Stephen for a long 
time. He said he wrote part of the script at 
the kitchen table in our house.”

Th e process of getting the script to the 
screen was a long and arduous one. Fa-
ther Fichter fi rst had the original idea to 
write a fi lm about the priesthood when he 
was living in Rome over 20 years ago. He 
describes the story as a “conglomeration” 
of autobiographical experiences and his 
friends’ stories. Th ere had been a signifi -

cant drop in men joining the vocation, and 
he felt that an honest portrayal of priestly 
life was necessary.

“Th e media was not friendly to priests, 
and I felt there needed to be a more real-
istic depiction of the priesthood to attract 
more young men to serve God,” Father 
Fichter explained. In a chance encoun-
ter while in Rome, he showed the origi-
nal 100-scene fi rst draft  screenplay to ac-
claimed fi lm director Franco Zeffi  relli. 

“I sent the script to him, and he invit-
ed me to his villa just outside Rome,” Fa-

Photo courtesy of Ramy Mam
The crew of “Trinity’s Triumph” gathered on the steps of St. Cecilia Parish in Englewood. The screenplay was written by 
Father Stephen Fichter, lower right, and Kathe Carson, who is seated behind him. Holding the clapboard is director Michael 
J. Wickham. Seated directly behind him are producers Tiziano and Damiano Tucci.
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UNACCOMPANIED MINORS
� e strangers at our doorstep

In anticipation of the master plan ad-
dressing the world’s continuing and 
escalating migration problem, we 
each have ample and immediate op-

portunity for corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy. Here and now, we ask individu-
ally and collectively: Who are we to take 
on this responsibility? Who are we not to? 

As a religious brother, psychologist and 
currently a board member for the Con-
ference of Major Superiors of Men, which 
represents leaders of religious nationwide, 
the call for this refl ection came as I was at-
tending a dedication at the Boys’ Town of 
Rome in May. Th e chapel at the center of 
this “youth village” was being reconstitut-
ed with Vatican and diocesan approval as 
the church of a newly formed St. Paul VI 
Parish. Th is move was very much in the 
spirit of Msgr. John Patrick Carroll-Ab-
bing, the founder of the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Towns of Italy. He and the future pope 
had worked together in Vatican services 
during World War II, and each dedicated 
his life to promote collaboration in build-
ing a more peaceful future for the children 
of the world. 

Th e Boys’ and Girls’ Towns of Italy was 
founded to serve youth left  homeless in 
the wake of the war. In addition to food 
and shelter, Msgr. Carroll-Abbing realized 
these children needed to be given a chance 
to take on responsibility, feel appreciat-
ed and gain self-confi dence. Th e “towns” 
were established as self-governing, com-
plete with elected offi  cials, assemblies and 
currency.

Th e Boys’ and Girls’ Towns has re-
sponded to successive generations of chil-
dren whose family situations necessitated 
fi nding a new place to live and an oppor-
tunity for growth. 

Th roughout the ‘80s and ‘90s and into 
the new millennium, these “towns” be-
came increasingly international as issues 
of famine, poverty, civil unrest and war 
generated waves of unaccompanied mi-
nors arriving on the shores of Italy. From 
the Horn of Africa, Albania, Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and then northern, central 
and western Africa, they are a remnant, 
the survivors of journeys that proved fatal 
for many others. 

Today, the American charity A Chance 
in Life carries forward the mission of 
Msgr. Carroll-Abbing in Italy while ex-

tending the eff ort to youth in Ethiopia, 
India, Guatemala, Bolivia and Peru. En-
couraging girls and boys to grow in re-
sponsibility for themselves and their com-
munity, A Chance in Life seeks to do its 
part to help children and families remain 
together in their own homelands.

Families do not give up their children, 
do not put them in harm’s way, do not 
leave their homeland without good rea-
son. And the children do not give up their 
families—ever. Children are never aff ec-
tively separated from their families. Peri-
ods of physical forced separation intensify 
the psychological bonding. 

But separation can be an assault on the 
youngster’s self-esteem and undermines 
an emerging understanding of personal 
purpose and belonging. Th e depth of the 
trauma is a measure of what will be a life-
long pursuit of personal reintegration—
the consolidation of the physical, emo-
tional, psychological and social integrity 
of the individual. 

Th e stories told by survivors indicate, 
no matter the logic or intentions of those 

who eff ect the separation, the child or 
teen typically experiences traces of anger, 
abandonment, oppression, rage and, all 
too oft en, personal guilt: What did I do to 
deserve this? How can they do this to me? 
Why are my parents not protecting me? 
Are they OK?

Th en there are moments of fl ight—
physical if possible, but mostly fl ights of 
fantasy entertaining images of escape, re-
venge or regression. Th eir moods off er a 
window on the fantasy and the aff ective 
temperature of their depression or exhil-
aration. Th ey are processing the trauma 
with limited introspective tools.

I am grateful to previous generations of 
unaccompanied minors who have shared 
their stories and to fellow psychologists 
and child care specialists who reveal the 
consequences of the separations. 

And yet today, our own government 
has become the protagonist in family sep-
arations. According to the Administra-
tion for Children and Families, New Jer-
sey is one of the nation’s top destinations 
for receiving detained unaccompanied 

immigrant children. Th e Garden State re-
ceived the fi ft h highest number of unac-
companied children released to sponsors 
last year.

Unaccompanied minors bring us to a 
prominent realization of our shared need 
to journey together. At every point of 
these perilous journeys there is a call for 
action. Once on the road, they need to 
be safe. At the crossings, they need to be 
heard. While waiting, all need nourish-
ment, sanitary facilities, clean beds and 
medical care. Education, exercise, social-
ization and play are essential to the growth 
of children wherever they are on the jour-
ney. Our children need to be with families, 
sponsors or accredited educational com-
munities, not in detention centers. We are 
bonded in an awareness that obliges us to 
protest as did St. Paul VI with respect to 
war: “No more, never again!”

Brother Patrick Sean Moff ett, C.F.C., is 
a member of the leadership team of the Ed-
mund Rice Christian Brothers Province of 
North America whose Province Center is 
located in Elizabeth. 

Photo courtesy of Brother Patrick Sean Moffett
A sculpture leading into St. Paul VI Chapel at the Boys’ Town of Rome.

By Brother Patrick Sean Moffett, C.F.C.
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Cardinal Tobin prays for newborns during hospital visit
PATERSON—Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., off ered his blessings and prayers to 

patients and families in the neonatal intensive care unit at St. Joseph’s University Medical 
Center on July 19. Th e cardinal prayed alongside parents whose premature newborns 
were undergoing extensive treatment. In a time of uncertainty, hospital offi  cials said the 
power of faith and prayer spoke volumes to these families. 

“We were thrilled to welcome Cardinal Tobin to St. Joseph’s,” said Kevin J. Slavin, 
president and chief executive offi  cer of St. Joseph’s Health. “Our staff , patients and their 
families were uplift ed by the cardinal’s presence and blessings. We thank him for sup-
porting St. Joseph’s and our mission to care for all in our communities.”

Prior to visiting patients, Cardinal Tobin presided over the noon Mass held in the 
chapel.

Th e cardinal visited St. Joseph’s in support of archdiocesan seminarians Moris Mon-
toya and Christian Scalo, who participated in the hospital’s summer seminarian in-
ternship in ministry program. Led by Deacon Lawrence Duff y, the program expos-
es seminarians to various aspects of pastoral ministry, including hospital chaplaincy 

and pastoral care with a special regard for a ministry of presence. Montoya and Scalo 
both spoke with Cardinal Tobin, citing examples of the importance of “just being there” 
during a family or patient’s time of need.

Montoya shared with the cardinal how he connected with the family of a palliative 
care patient. Th rough their suff ering, the seminarian explained, they encouraged Mon-
toya to keep learning and sharing his faith, and thanked him for always being there 
during the most diffi  cult moments.

Scalo, who described the importance of his tenure there with the word “accompa-
niment,” faced a similar situation with a family who struggled taking their father off  
of life-sustaining treatment. Scalo remained with the family through the process, and 
when they asked if they were making the right choice, responded, “God understands the 
place you are in and the struggle you face. Be at peace.”

Th e cardinal’s aft ernoon at St. Joseph’s ended with a visit to the Binder Autism Cen-
ter summer camp program. He introduced himself to the children and watched as they 
completed their arts and craft s projects.Submitted photos

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
 “Baby Darrell” was saved from abortion and born 
on 4/19/19. We struggle to keep our prolife shelters 
open to provide a choice for over 300 pregnant 
women who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. 
Our Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help 
you understand your options.

  Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former 
host of Good Morning America and senior living advocate.

There’s no cost to you!
(844) 684-7304

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

UNDERSTAND YOUR OPTIONS — Learn the different types of 
senior care available

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE — Our Advisors have the local knowledge to 
help you hand pick communities in your area

SIMPLIFY — Your dedicated Advisor will simplify your search and 
help schedule tours

Call today to connect with a
SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find 
senior living solutions
Our Advisors are 
you understand your options.

  Joan Lunden
host of 

There’s no cost to you!
(844) 684-7304

help schedule tours
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NEED HELP
ON THE STAIRS?

An Acorn Stairlift is the perfect solution 
to use the stairs if you suffer from:

Arthritis or COPD

ü

Joint pain in your feet, 
knees or back

Mobility issues when 
using the stairs

ü

ü

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A+
Rating

The first and only stairlift 
company to earn the Ease of Use 
Commendation from the Arthritis 

Foundation.

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a 
free American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies 
last. Limit one per household. Must be first time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for 
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✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured floor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.
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Lifetime Warranty!
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FREE!
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Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Disrespect for life, lack 
of moral center seen as 
factors in gun violence

WASHINGTON (CNS)—In this American 
age of violence, where 165 shootings happened 
this year alone, where politicians scream at each 
other across the aisle about gun laws and Second 
Amendment rights without even the common 
ground of mutual respect, religious leaders, schol-
ars and TV personalities alike notice a more insid-
ious problem with American culture.

Th e problem behind the problem, they sug-
gest, is a pervasive disregard for the sanctity of life.

On Aug. 5 on CatholicPhilly.com, the arch-
diocesan news outlet, Philadelphia Archbishop 
Charles J. Chaput republished a statement he had 
given before the U.S. Senate as testimony in re-
sponse to the Columbine High School shooting 
20 years ago in Colorado, when he was archbish-
op of Denver.

He paired it with a current response to the 
shootings in Gilroy, Calif., in late July and in El 
Paso, Texas, and Dayton, Ohio, in early August, 
which left  a total of 34 people dead and dozens 
more injured.

“Th e real problem (of Columbine-like vio-
lence in our culture) is in here, in us,” Archbish-
op Chaput said before the Senate in 1999. “In 
the last four decades, we’ve created a culture that 
markets violence in dozens of diff erent ways, 
seven days a week. It’s part of our social fabric. ... 
When we glorify and multiply guns, why are we 

Cardinal Tobin expresses 
gratitude for pope’s letter

shocked when kids use them?”
Robert George, director of the James Madison 

program in American ideals and institutions at 
Princeton University, tweeted along similar lines: 
“People have lots of motives for killing other peo-
ple—greed, envy, ideology, hatred, racism, nihil-
ism and on and on. Sometimes people kill others 
simply because they are in the way. Only one thing 
can overcome all motives to kill: the conviction 
that every human life is sacred.”

Archbishop Chaput went on to explain that 
disrespect for life is stained into the fabric of 
American culture, through abortion, the death 
penalty, assisted suicide—currently legal in eight 
states and the District of Columbia—violent video 
games, disrespect for the elderly and morbid fasci-
nation with the bloody details of each new shoot-
ing. Th e list goes on.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin also addressed the 
“culture of hate” in an Aug. 5 statement.

“What is diff erent now is the culture of hate 
that has been developing over the last few years,” 
he said. “Whether it is expressed in the violence 
of white nationalism or violence against the de-
fenseless unborn, hate seems to be an accepted 
way of life.”

However, Tobin added the strong caveat that, 
in addition to addressing this cultural immoral-
ity, government leaders should institute a ban 
on assault weapons, implement universal back-
ground checks and criminalize gun traffi  cking 
immediately.

“How many people have to die from unspeak-
able violence until our legislators act on gun control 
legislation?” Cardinal Tobin noted in his statement. 
“Twenty-fi ve years ago, the U.S. Bishops wrote: 
‘Our families are torn by violence. Our communi-
ties are destroyed by violence. Our faith is tested by 
violence. We have an obligation to respond.’”

WASHINGTON—Pope Francis marked the 160th anniversary of 
the death of St. John Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests, by 
addressing a letter to all priests throughout the world on Aug. 4. In 
the letter, the Holy Father acknowledges the pain and suff ering the 
Church has experienced because of the sexual abuse scandals and 
cover-up, while expressing his solidarity with priests who may fi nd 
themselves angry and tempted to despair. 

Pope Francis also underscores his gratitude for faithful priests, 
those who continue to image Christ, the Good Shepherd in their ev-
eryday work and ministry. Th e Holy Father urges his brothers to re-
main hopeful and encourage one another with hope grounded in the 
Lord’s redemptive sacrifi ce on the cross and united in prayer with 
Mary, the mother of all priests, who is always interceding for her chil-
dren.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, who serves as the chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Clergy, Consecrat-
ed Life and Vocations, issued the following statement in response to 
Pope Francis’ letter:

“Th e Holy Father’s letter to all priests is a most welcome gift , com-
ing, as it does, at a particularly diffi  cult time for the Church. Amid 
the pain, ugliness and anger, it is possible for the Church, and espe-
cially those who are priests, to fall into despair—the opposite of hope. 
Instead, the Holy Father reminds us that we must never lose sight of 
those ‘luminous moments when we experienced the Lord’s call to de-
vote our lives to His service.’ Th at sort of memory recalls the many 
moments of gratitude and encouragement off ered to us from the Lord 
and from others. While working to protect all of God’s people, espe-
cially the innocent and vulnerable, from the evil of the abuse of pow-
er, we should not become blind to how the joy and hope of Christ ‘are 
constantly born anew.’ Speaking as a priest and bishop in the United 
States, I thank the Holy Father for his wonderful letter to us.”

Pope Francis’ letter to priests can be read in its entirety at 
www.rcan.org. 

By Elizabeth Bachmann 
Catholic News Service
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Apply directly online at:
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Independent Victim

Compensation Program,
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to abuse survivors.
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June 15 through December 31, 2019.
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Continued from page  1

ther Fichter recalled. “Zeffirelli said he re-
ally liked the story and thought it was a 
good idea. He made the suggestion that 
the movie should focus on three seminar-
ians, not just one main character, to make 
it more intriguing.”  Coincidently, the Ital-
ian film director died during the first week 
of filming “Trinity’s Triumph.” 

After several years working abroad in 
Europe, Father Fichter returned to the 
Archdiocese of Newark. He admitted the 
transition was difficult, especially after 
spending many years with the controver-
sial religious institute Legion of Christ. 
“I became a bit disillusioned. I thought 
to myself, ‘Why am I even doing this?’ I 
prayed through the crisis and that struggle 
changed me,” he claimed.

He decided to go back to writing his 
film script, which had been on the “back-
burner” of his busy schedule. In 2004, 
Kathe Carson, co-writer and co-produc-
er, came on board to help further refine 
the script. Currently serving as director of 
communications at St. Elizabeth Parish, 
she also has a background in television 
and radio production.

“The priest is a well-known figure on 
the social landscape, but you don’t real-
ly get to know about them in a personal 
way,” Carson explained. “That is what’s so 
charming about the story. The seminari-
ans have real conversations, and you find 
them so endearing because they are so 

much more accessible. They all have in-
credibly human struggles and questions.”

Carson and Father Fichter kept rewrit-
ing the script for several more years and 
received feedback from various support-
ers, including prolific novelist Mary Hig-
gins Clark, lawyer and producer Thomas 
Hanna and producer Craig Saavedra.

After securing funding and producers 
Damiano and Tiziano Tucci at the begin-
ning of the year, the dream finally came to 
fruition. “After a lot of ups and downs and 
so many false starts, it was finally real,” 

Carson said. “It’s like the saying goes—it 
took 20 years to be an overnight success.”

Carson also has a cameo in the film as 
the friend of one of the main characters. 
“I have a brief walk-on at the ordination 
after-party and I’m in one of the hospital 
scenes. It was a lot of fun,” she stated. 

The film is currently in post-produc-
tion. Father Fichter is hoping to have the 
film completed by Christmas. The next 
step is to find distribution, and he would 
like to shop “Trinity’s Triumph” around at 
film festivals next year. He was cautious to 

sell the script to another larger production 
company. “This storyline is so delicate that 
if you veer off to the left or right it could 
end up not being a Church-positive or 
priest-positive story,” he explained. 

Getting the script to the silver screen 
has been an adventurous ride—one that 
Bishop John W. Flesey, who also has a 
cameo in the movie, thinks is another 
great story. “Bishop Flesey joked that my 
next book should be about the making of 
the movie,” Father Fichter said. “I told him 
that the title could be called ‘Holywood.’”

CALL 1-877-795-1865Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades 
available. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin for 
Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 8/31/19. Other terms and 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. 
You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, Skagway, and Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully-escorted 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit Lahaina, enjoy 
a boat cruise on the Wailua River and 
Hawaiian entertainment and food at our 
Farewell Feast. Escorted throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island”

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$1,799*

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, EVANGELIZE

Photo courtesy of Ramy Mam
Director Michael J. Wickham and Father Stephen Fichter on the set of “Trinity’s Triumph.”



AUGUST 21, 2019 7LOCAL NEWS CATHOLIC ADVOCATETH
E

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 

—  PASTORS —

Reverend Stephen Ehiahuruike, 
S.D.V., has been appointed pastor 

of St. Michael Parish, Newark,  
effective July 1.

Reverend Martin Schratz, O.F.M. 
Cap., has been appointed pastor 

of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 
Hackensack, effective Aug. 1.

Reverend Peter G. Wehrle has 
been appointed pastor of Our Lady 

of the Lake Parish, Verona,  
effective Sept. 15.

— ADMINISTRATORS —

Reverend Mauro Primavera 
has been appointed temporary 

administrator of Holy Family Parish, 
Nutley, effective Aug. 15.

Reverend Ernest G. Rush has 
been appointed administrator of 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 
Lyndhurst, effective Aug. 1.

Reverend Philip A. Sanders has 
been appointed administrator of 

Blessed Miriam Teresa Demjanovich 
Parish, Bayonne, effective Sept. 15.

— PAROCHIAL VICARS —

Reverend Gustavo Alfaro has 
been appointed parochial vicar of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 

Ridgewood, effective Aug. 1.

CARDINAL JOSEPH W. TOBIN, C.SS.R., HAS ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS:

Reverend Arokiaswamy Samson 
has been appointed parochial vicar 

of Madonna Parish, Fort Lee,  
effective Sept. 1.

Reverend Henry Ramirez Soler, 
C.M.F., has been appointed 

parochial vicar of St. Joseph Parish, 
Jersey City, effective Aug. 1. 

— CHAPLAIN —

Reverend Armando S. Crisostomo 
Jr. has been appointed chaplain 
at Hackensack University Medical 

Center, with residence at Holy Trinity 
Parish, Hackensack, effective Sept. 1.

— COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY —

Reverend Duverney Bermudez 
has been granted permission to 

complete his degree in professional 
counseling at Seton Hall University, 

with residency at Immaculate 
Conception Parish, Elizabeth, 

effective July 1. 

Reverend Gerald J. Buonopane, 
Ph.D., has been granted a renewal 

of assignment to the faculty of Seton 
Hall University, effective immediately. 

Reverend Luis M. Garcia has been 
appointed vice rector of the College 

Seminary, St. Andrew’s Hall at  
Seton Hall University,  

effective July 1.

— OUTSIDE THE ARCHDIOCESE —

Reverend Viktor Markovic has been 
granted permission to continue his 

missionary activity in Estonia by 
means of the Neo-Catechumenal  
Way for an additional three years.

— RETIREMENT —

Reverend John J. Cryan has been 
granted retirement, effective Sept. 1.

Reverend Nazareno Orlandi has 
been granted retirement,  

effective Aug. 1.

Brother Martin Buganski, origi-
nally from Berkeley Heights and 
former parishioner of Our Lady 
of Peace in New Provdience, 
professed his first temporary 
vows with the Brotherhood 
of Hope during a July 20 cer-
emony in Methuen, Mass. 
The Brotherhood of Hope is a 
Catholic community of brothers 
representing the Church on six 
college campuses in four states. 
Brother Martin will serve as a 
campus minister at the University 
of Central Florida in Orlando. 
Founded in 1980 in Newark, 
the Brotherhood of Hope today 
has 18 perpetually professed 
brothers and two dozen men 
in various stages of formation. 
The Brotherhood is now based 
in Boston under the supervision 
of Cardinal Sean O’Malley. The 

Brotherhood’s formation process takes at least seven years. The novitiate 
year is the most intensive component and the only period of full-time for-
mation. Brothers typically profess temporary vows for five years before pro-
fessing perpetual vows and serve on college campuses during this period of 
ongoing formation.

Submitted photo
Mothers of Priests, or MOPs, celebrated its 25th anniversary with a Mass at Queen 
of Peace Parish in North Arlington on Aug. 11. Father Scott Attanasio, the parochi-
al vicar at the parish whose mother is in the group, celebrated the Mass. A light 
lunch followed in the Queen of Peace Convent. The Newark chapter of the prayer 
apostolate was started in 1994. It’s one of six chapters throughout New Jersey and 
New York. There are about 15 mothers currently in the Newark group. They gather 
in prayer for Holy Hour four times a year on a Sunday afternoon at the convent.

Submitted photo
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Ceramics helps Catholics 
memorialize loved ones, 
pray the rosary
By Maxim Almenas

For many Catholics, seeing the 
image of a loved one from their 
wedding day or a cherished 
moment while visiting them at 
a cemetery or mausoleum is a 

moving experience. 
When this enduring memory is created 

in a photo ceramic or porcelain tile, it can 
potentially last for centuries. 

“If you go to any of our cemeteries, 
which are well over 100 years old, you will 
find photo ceramics of loved ones from 
the turn of the last century,” said Joseph 
Verzi, assistant executive director of Cath-
olic Cemeteries. “In those days, the photos 
were black and white. With today’s tech-
nology, the colors are vibrant. It’s created 
exactly in the image the people supplied of 
their loved ones.”

Photo ceramics have been popular at 
many of the Catholic cemeteries and mau-
soleums for decades due to their ability to 
endure UV rays from the sun and extreme 
weather conditions without diminishing 
the quality of the image. 

Many families have one or more ce-
ramic photos installed on headstones, 
crypts or cremation niches to cherish the 
memories of loved ones.    

When Catholic Cemeteries of the 
Archdiocese of Newark designed and con-

structed the rosary garden at St. Gertrude 
Cemetery and Mausoleum in Colonia, 
they wanted to provide an uplifting expe-
rience where visitors could pray the rosary 
using a medium that could last forever. 

After consulting with Father Thomas 
Dente and Msgr. Richard Groncki from 
the Office of Divine Worship, four ceram-
ic panels highlighting the mysteries of the 
rosary—joyful, sorrowful, glorious and lu-
minous—were proposed. 

After careful planning to account for 
each mystery, four original paintings were 
commissioned for the rosary garden from 
Leandro M. Velasco, an artist known for 
his mosaics of the Incarnation and Re-
demption domes inside the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Washington, D.C.

Since the paintings were to be installed 
onto the granite structures in the rosa-
ry garden, it was decided that the images 
would be reproduced on photo ceramic 
tiles, much like the photos used to memo-
rialize the interred, to ensure the paintings 
last for centuries.  

Photo Porcelain Dominic reproduced 
the original rosary paintings into ceramic 
tiles. Giovanna Campanelli and her hus-
band, Nino Bocchicchio, are co-owners of 
the Quebec-based company. “When I saw 
the images, I told them (Catholic Ceme-
teries) they were beautiful,” said Campan-
elli, who was moved by the images of the 

rosary mysteries during the reproduction 
process. “It was very emotional.”

The four murals were installed on two 
garden mausoleum structures and were 
blessed by Bishop Manuel Cruz on May 
27 following the Memorial Day Mass.

In addition to St. Gertrude, Catholic 
Cemeteries has two other locations with 
rosary gardens—Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery and Mausoleum in East Hanover 
and Holy Cross Cemetery and Mausole-
um in North Arlington. The Holy Cross 
rosary garden is located inside the mau-
soleum and features an open roof that al-
lows rain to fall onto the garden below. 

Bocchicchio said the experience of 
working on these types of projects has 
not only increased his faith but also rein-
forced the importance of sharing the re-
ligious lessons illustrated within the art 
with his children. “When I work on an 
image, whether it’s a man or a 9-year-old, 
you have to pretend it’s your parent or 
your own family,” said Bocchicchio. “You 
have to respect it. That’s how I work.”

Maxim Almenas is the marketing man-
ager for Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdi-
ocese of  Newark.

Bishop Manuel Cruz (center) blessed the four murals after the Memorial Day Mass at St. Gertrude. From left to right: Jorge 
Repollet, director of Information Systems for Catholic Cemeteries; Father Michael Saporito, pastor of St. Helen’s in Westfield; 
Bishop Cruz; Frank Caputo, superintendent of St. Gertrude Cemetery and Mausoleum; Joseph Verzi, assistant executive 
director of Catholic Cemeteries; and Lisa Kennedy, business systems analyst for Catholic Cemeteries. 

Photos courtesy of Catholic Cemeteries
Giovanna Campanelli and her husband, Nino Bocchicchio, co-owners of Photo 
Porcelain Dominic, holding ceramic tile samples in front of a banner of the icon 
before the final installation.  
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Msgr. Bradley: A man of joy, a 
man for others, a man of prayer
By Father John J. Paladino

It is important, in these diffi  cult times for the 
priesthood, to share positive stories of clergy 
who have morally and faithfully lived their vows 
with honor. One of those individuals, the 79 years 
young Msgr. Edward Bradley, recently retired as 

archdiocesan director of Ministry to Retired Priests. 
I focus on three words, evident and lived out in the 

priesthood of Msgr. Bradley: joy, others, prayer.
Msgr. Bradley is a man of joy. In the daily life of wak-

ing up, doing our work, making a living, going to sleep, 
life oft en loses its fl avor. It becomes dull and mean-
ingless. Jesus says that it is possible for us to celebrate 
in simple things each moment of our daily life. Msgr. 
Bradley does this better than anyone else I know. He 
celebrates the food he eats, the opportunity to work and 
do something creative, the experience of fi nding joy in 
a simple tree, in the fi rst spring fl ower, in the smile of a 
child or in the warm touch of a friendly hand. Th e same 
is true for him in times of sickness, suff ering and crisis. 
Th e apostle Paul says of these times, “When I am weak, 
then I am strong.” Th is is one of the great paradoxes of 
the Christian faith. Msgr. Bradley has shown us time 
and time again when we are weak, when we are suff er-
ing, when we are hurting, when we are fed up, then we 
are strong because we throw ourselves more fully at the 
feet of Christ. Th at divine life released in us gives us joy. 

Msgr. Bradley is a man for others. His every gesture, 
every word, every look says, “I’m delighted to be here, 
delighted to be with you”—not only at the altar but also 
in a classroom or beside a hospital bed, on the phone 
or at a party. It’s as if he is saying to each of us, “I take 
you for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sick-
ness and in health, as long as life shall last and I fi nd 

joy in that taking.” As 
Th omas Merton has 
said, “Without love and 
compassion for others, 
our own apparent love 
for Christ is fi ction.”

Msgr. Bradley is a 
man of prayer. He is, 
as the old adage says, a 
mediator between God 
and man, bringing God 
down to men, men up 
to God. But there is 
much more. He is more 
concerned about our 

personal relationship with God, a love relationship that 
is a living experience that cannot be imprisoned but 
must move out to touch others, a ceaseless living in 
God’s presence.

A man of joy, a man for others, a man of prayer—this 
was Jesus’ vision and desire for His followers, which is 
lived out by Msgr. Bradley, a challenge to all of us.

As St. John Paul II once wrote to priests on Holy 
Th ursday toward the end of his life: “Th e only priest 
who will always prove necessary to people is the priest 
who is conscious of the meaning of his priesthood: the 
priest who believes profoundly, who professes his faith 
with courage, who prays fervently, who teaches with 
deep conviction, who serves with zeal, who puts into 
practice in his own life the program of the beatitudes, 
who knows how to love disinterestedly, who is close to 
everyone and especially to those who are most in need.”

Th ank you, Msgr. Bradley for proving yourself nec-
essary to so many of us. 

Father John J. Paladino is the vicar for clergy for the 
Archdiocese of Newark.

Msgr. Edward G. Bradley retired from his role as di-
rector of the Ministry to Retired Priests on July 1. Since 
fi rst appointed director on May 1, 2002, he has helped 
archdiocesan priests with retirement planning and raised 
awareness for the needs of aging priests and religious.

Upon hearing the news of Msgr. Bradley’s decision 
to retire, Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., said: “I have 
been both privileged and blessed to have worked closely 
with Msgr. Edward Bradley here in Newark over the past 
two and a half years. Since 1966, Msgr. Bradley has ded-
icated his life to the spiritual needs of others, and to car-
ing for our aging priests and religious. I am truly grateful 
for all that he has done for the archdiocese, and he will 
be missed. At the same time, I pray that God will contin-
ue to bless him as he enters this new chapter in his life.”

Msgr. Bradley was ordained to the priesthood on 
June 25, 1966, in Belgium at the American College of 
Louvain. He was assigned as a faculty member to Seton 
Hall Preparatory School, then located in South Orange, 
where he taught Latin and theology. In May of 2005, he 
was honored as Chaplain for his Holiness with the title 
Reverend Monsignor.

In his 53 years of priesthood, Msgr. Bradley also 
served as chaplain for the Jersey City Medical Center, 
director of Seton Hall Prep theology department and 
acting executive director of Clergy Personnel for the 
Archdiocese of Newark.

Upon Msgr. Bradley’s retirement, Father Stanley 
Gomes, director of Adjunct Clergy Personnel, will be 
named director of the Ministry to Retired Priests while 
also maintaining his present position.

Living Living Living 
Our FaithOur FaithOur Faith

Advocate photos-Kelly Marsicano
A retirement party was held at the Archdiocesan Center on Aug. 14 in honor of 
Msgr. Bradley’s years of service. Family members attended the event along with 
Cardinal Tobin and archdiocesan employees, who lined up to wish him well. 
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Felician Sisters welcome new member to the community
LODI—Joyful song and dance, rich 

tradition and heartfelt worship brought 
the Immaculate Conception Convent to 
life on July 13 as the Felician Sisters cele-
brated Sister Maria Bakhita Waweru’s per-
petual profession of vows. A marriage of 
Felician tradition and Sister Bakhita’s Ken-
yan heritage, the Mass was a testament to 
the global community of the Congrega-
tion of the Sisters of St. Felix of Cantalice.

Father Anthony Korir, S.M.A., from 
the Society of African Missions in Tenafl y, 

Th ey also off ered up a Communion med-
itation in Swahili and celebrated Sister 
Bakhita’s commitment with joyful cheers 
of praise.

Born and raised in Kenya, Sister Bakh-
ita said she felt called to religious life from 
an early age. With the support of her fam-
ily, she joined the Missionaries of Chari-
ty, a congregation established by St. Tere-
sa of Calcutta, in Kenya in 1999 and made 
her fi rst vows in 2002. Aft er spending fi ve 
years ministering to the poor in Mexico, 
she was sent to the United States for a year 
and made her fi nal vows in 2008.

Aft er much prayer and refl ection, Sister 
Bakhita began to recognize “vital unful-
fi lled yearnings” in her heart. “God’s ways 
are not our ways,” she explained. “My fi nd-
ing and transferring to the Felician family 
were part of the puzzle of His divine provi-
dence. I had a great spiritual guide who ac-
companied me through the whole process 
just to make sure that it was God in action 
and not self. Th e Missionaries of Charity 
superiors, whom I love dearly, were kind, 
understanding and supportive. As soon 
as it became clear to them that Jesus was 
leading me, they quickly gave me a green 
light to begin my process with the Felician 
Sisters.”

Sister Bakhita visited the Felician Sis-
ters at the Provincial House in Beaver 
Falls, Pa., and immediately felt a sense 
of belonging. “I knew this was the fami-
ly. Over these four years with them I have Submitted photos

off ered greetings in both Swahili and En-
glish to everyone bearing witness to Sister 
Bakhita’s vows, those physically present in 
the chapel and those watching around the 
world via Facebook Live. 

Among the guests at the event were 
singers, dancers and musicians who in-
corporated Kenyan culture into the Mass. 
Th ey ushered in the Word of God with 
Iende Mbele Injili (Let the Gospel Go 
Forth) and the bread and wine with Ni-
meitika Wito (I Have Answered the Call). 

found that all my earlier unfulfi lled yearn-
ings are now met. I thank the good Lord 
for all His love, care and mysterious oper-
ation in my life,” she said.

Sister Bakhita will begin the pre-nurs-
ing program at Madonna University in Li-
vonia, Mich., this fall.
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Order now at PuraNaturalsPet.com/MBBW
or call 1-855-576-9969 

Order Item #PN852 and mention code MBBW for this special off er.
ONLY $25.98 plus FREE Shipping

Satisfaction completely guaranteed

Safe for dogs 12 weeks and older. Offer good for shipping to the 48 contiguous states. 
 Limited time offer, good while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer.

NON-TOXIC FLEA AND TICK SOLUTIONS
that won’t harm your Pet!

ONLY
$2598
+ FREE Shipping

that won’t harm your Pet!that won’t harm your Pet!

Your dog can get sick from � ea and tick products that contain deadly pesticides and chemicals. These 
chemicals can also be harmful to your pets, family and the environment. Spray our powerful, all-natural solution 
directly on your pet, their collar and leash, bedding or anywhere they rest to prevent infestations and repel � eas and 
ticks. Use our eco-friendly � ushable DEET-free wipes to provide an added layer of protection, especially on the face 
and around the mouth where spraying can be dif� cult.

Pura Naturals Pet Flea & Tick products are an effective SAFE SOLUTION:

• Kills & Repels Flea and Ticks with NO Harsh Chemicals
• Made with USDA Certifi ed Organic Oils

• Free of pyrethrin and permethrin
•  Natural skin soothing oils that will keep your 

dog’s coat soft and smelling fresh!

AW19-1034

This is real dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company that helps pay for over 
350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even 
dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-888-774-5699
dental50plus.com/ca

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 

Call for dental coverage today to help save 
money on big  dental bills.

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Photos courtesy of Jai Agnish
Thousands flocked to the 109th annual St. Ann’s Italian Festival in Hoboken held 
July 24-28. The five-day festival was preceded by a solemn novena in honor of the 
patron saint. The traditional St. Ann procession through the neighborhood was 
held after the feast day Mass on Friday. The event featured food, a beer garden, 
games, crafts, children’s carnival rides and live music. The grand 50/50 raffle 
climbed to over $46,000. The winner received half of the prize money while the 
rest goes toward the parish’s maintenance fund.
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*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2 Family Gourmet Banquet packages. Your 4 free burgers will be sent to 
each shipping address that includes (58390).  Standard S&H will be added per address. Flat rate shipping and reward cards and codes 
cannot be used with this offer. Not valid with other offers. All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use 
and Privacy Policy. Visit omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. 
Photos are exemplary of product advertised. Expires 10/31/19.  ©2019 OCG | Omaha Steaks, Inc. 19M0566

ORDER NOW! 1.844.268.6313 ask for 58390RAX

www.OmahaSteaks.com/family119

The Family Gourmet Banquet 
4 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet
58390RAX 
$237.90* separately  COMBO PRICE

$5999

SAVE 75%

GET 29 ITEMS
+ 4 FREE BURGERS

GUARANTEED.

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED

SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We off er Senior & Military discounts

ON TOP of the 15% off  & 0% fi nancing!

 CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-855-848-3612

AND!

FINANCING*
OFF ENTIRE
LEAFFILTER

®

PURCHASE**0% %15
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  Li-
cense# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  License# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  

License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  
License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registra-

tion# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230  Registration# 366920918 
Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 

PA069383  Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H *Contact us for additonal details

Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Cardinal issues statement 
on assisted suicide law

Human compassion fi lls our hearts 
with sadness when we hear about an in-
dividual who wishes to end his or her life 
to escape the pain and suff ering of illness, 
disability or disease. Th e fear associated 
with such devastating human conditions 
is real and legitimate.

However, as Pope Francis has not-
ed, we must be careful not to yield to a 
false sense of compassion. Our Holy Fa-
ther reminds us that we must never take 
a human life—even, or especially, our 
own, since “this is a sin against God, the 
creator.”

Th e gift  of human life and dignity is sa-
cred and must be respected and protected 
at every stage, from conception to natural 
death. Respect for human life encourages 
a trust and peace with God despite illness 
and suff ering.

We remain united to Christ through 
our suff ering. St. Paul reminds us that 
nothing can separate us from the love of 
God. We have Christ in life and death—
when He will intercede for us and bring 

us to eternal joy.
We must be clear. What legislatures 

now refer to as “death with dignity” is le-
gal permission for one to end their own 
life with a lethal overdose of prescription 
drugs. Th is new state law has become 
an answer to addressing one’s fear of af-
fl iction or suff ering. What is more, in a 
for-profi t industry like health care, there 
is the real danger that euthanasia will be 
seen as a cost-cutting measure. Th ere is 
evidence in states that have already legal-
ized assisted suicide that insurers encour-
age this “solution” instead of more-costly 
medical care. Th e handicapped and im-
paired will feel pressure to end their lives.

Th is law also puts immense pressure 
on Catholics in health care ministries to 
follow their conscience instead of being 
coerced into providing assistance that is 
immoral.

Dying patients who request euthana-
sia should receive loving care, psycholog-
ical and spiritual support and appropriate 
remedies for pain and other symptoms so 

they can live with dignity until the time of 
natural death.

Many families surround loved ones 
with comfort in their fi nal moments of 
life. Th e Little Sisters of the Poor provides 
a powerful witness to the conviction that 
loving, prayerful and attentive presence 
off ered in times of suff ering and death 
can be redemptive. Th eir mission, which 
brings strength, peace and assurance 

to those under their care, quietly pro-
claims their belief that “dying with dig-
nity” comes with humble acceptance, not 
through the avoidance of suff ering.

We only have to consider the cross of 
Christ to be reminded that God, in the 
hour of His greatest suff ering, expressed 
His deepest compassion for us, and chose 
not to avoid painful torment and humilia-
tion, but to accept it for our sake.

Friday, Aug. 23
Noon
Visit at Mercy House, Newark

Saturday, Sept. 7
11 a.m.
Feast of La Madonna Dei Martiri
93rd Anniversary Mass
St. Francis Parish, Hoboken

Sunday, Sept. 8
11 a.m.
135th Anniversary Mass
St. Anthony Parish, Jersey City

Wednesday, Sept. 15
Noon
175th Anniversary Mass
St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, 
Elizabeth

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., 
is scheduled to appear at the 
following upcoming events:

In April, Gov. Phil Murphy signed the Medical Aid in Dying for the Terminally Ill Act. 
Th e law, which went into eff ect on Aug. 1, allows adults with a prognosis of six months 
or less to live to get a prescription for life-ending medication. On Aug. 14, a state judge 
granted a temporary restraining order to stop the law from taking eff ect, until at least the 
next court date, scheduled for Oct. 23. Below is a statement by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, 
C.Ss.R., on the new state law:
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Adjustable Beds
#1 Name Brand Adjustable Bed!

Available In All Mattress Types
Including Our New Cool Gel Memory Foam

Discover Craftmatic®For Less!Discover Craftmatic®For Less!

50%
Less

Up to

Than The Leading Memory Foam Brand

For Prices & Free Information:

Craftmatic®

RATED #1
by Consumers Nationwide on

.com

Trusted Over 40 Years!

844-409-6366

REQUEST YOUR FREE INFO KIT TODAY!

Includes Everything You Need to Regain 
Your Freedom
At just 2.8* lbs, the Inogen One G4 is the ultralight portable oxygen 
concentrator you have been waiting for. The Inogen One G4 is 
approximately half the size of the Inogen One G3.
Meets FAA Requirements for Travel

*With a single battery. © 2019 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

JUST
2.8 LBS.

Includes Everything You Need to Regain 

Portable Oxygen
For The Way
You Want to Live

CALL TODAY! 1-844-229-6832

August 21
St. John the Evangelist, Bergenfi eld, 
carnival, through Aug. 24, rides, 
games and food, call 201-384-0101.

August 23
Diocese of Metuchen, Retrouvaille, 
weekend program for married 
couples facing challenges in their 
relationship, in Somerset, $450 per 
couple, call 732-236-0671 or email 
3024@retrouvaille.org. 

St. Antoninus Parish, Newark, 
Real Love Ministries, 14th annual 
conference, “The Family that 
Thrives,” through Aug. 25, visit  
www.realoveministries.org or call 
Martin and Osato Ohiro at 973-336-
7615.

September 3
Assumption Parish, Emerson, 
Healing Mass, 7:30-9:30 p.m., call 
201-262-1122. 

September 6
St. John Paul II Youth Retreat 
Center, Kearny, “Journey to Joy,” 
retreat for young adults in their 20s 
and 30s, includes talks, workshops, 
fellowship, Mass and Adoration, 
through Sept. 8, $130, register at 
www.newarkoym.com/events-1, 
contact Marisally Santiago at  
marisally.santiago@rcan.org or 
call 201-998-0088 ext. 4147. 

September 12
St. Mary Parish, Nutley, “Surviving 
Divorce,” 12-week program fea-
turing 30-minute DVD sessions, 
Thursdays 8-9:30 p.m., call Paulette 
Gareri at 201-906-1115 or email 
pgareri73@gmail.com. 

September 14
St. Ann Parish, Hoboken, “The 177 
Project: An Evening of Adoration 
and Music,” 7-9 p.m., call 
201-659-1114. 

September 24
Offi ce of Family Life Ministries, 
Archdiocese of Newark, bereave-
ment ministry support training 
course, eight-session program at the 
Archdiocesan Center, $175, sessions 
offered Tuesdays beginning Sept. 24 
from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. or Saturdays 
beginning Sept. 28 from 9:30 a.m.-
noon, call Lauren Tamara at 
973-497-4327 or email 
lauren.tamara@rcan.org.

September 28
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Parish, Roseland, “Surviving Divorce” 
three-day retreat, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
continued Oct. 26 and Nov. 16, $20 
for all sessions, register online at  
https://conta.cc/31gcKqr, contact 
Lauren Tamara at 973-497-4327 or 
email lauren.tamara@rcan.org. 

Other
Caritas Chamber Chorale invites 
those who wish to share their voices 
to audition, the choir presents con-
certs that benefi t the Adorno Fathers’ 
mission in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, weekly rehearsals be-
gin after Labor Day in the Warren/
Bridgewater area, visit 
www.CaritasChamberChorale.org, 
contact Barbara Sanderman at 
732-718-0775 or email 
director@caritaschamberchorale.org.

OBITUARIES
Sister Regina Hudson, S.C.

AMass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated July 15 at 

Th e Villa at Florham Park 
for Sister Regina Hudson, 
S.C., 88, who died July 11.

Formerly Sister Regina 
Michael, she was born in 
Orange and entered the Sis-
ters of Charity of St. Elizabeth on Sept. 6, 
1956.

She graduated from St. Michael Hospi-
tal School of Nursing in Newark and from 
Seton Hall University, where she earned 
her bachelor’s degree in nursing. She also 
earned a master’s in nursing administra-
tion from Boston University.

Sister Regina served in New Jersey, 
New York, West Virginia and Maryland. 
She was as a nurse at St. Elizabeth Hos-
pital in Elizabeth and director of nursing 
at East Orange General Hospital. She was 
one of the founding sisters at Seton Cen-
ter in Princess Anne, Md. She retired to 
Th e Villa in 2015.  

Sister Mary Robert Wain, C.S.J.P.

AMass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated July 20 at 

St. Michael Villa in Engle-
wood Cliff s for Sister Mary 
Robert Wain, C.S.J.P., 95, 
who died July 17. 

Born in Jersey City, Sister 
Mary Robert entered the Con-
gregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Peace on July 31, 1951. She pronounced 
fi nal vows in 1957. She attended Seton 
Hall University and earned her license in 
practical nursing from Holy Name Medi-
cal Center School of Nursing in Teaneck. 

Sister Mary Robert taught at various 
schools in New Jersey, including St. Ann 
School in Fair Lawn and St. Anthony 
School in Northvale. She also served as a 
nurse at Holy Name Medical Center.

She retired to St. Michael Villa in 
2006, where she continued to do volun-
teer work.

V  V  V
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COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group 
for persons experiencing same-sex attractions who 
desire to lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic 

teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call 201-220-3968

(All calls confidential)

NEED A PRO-LIFE HOUSEMOTHERS
SHIFTS AVAILABLE  7-3:30, 3-11:30, 11-7
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for 
pregnant women is seeking kind, compassionate individuals, willing 
to serve God through those we help. Driver’s license required. 

Reply to: Susan Harper-Lloyd, 
email susanharperlloyd@aol.com, 
Or call 201-819-4699 (M-F 9-5)

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the 
lower cost alternative to nursing 
homes or assisted living. Family 
Care Agency Inc. provides live-
in CAREGIVERS, allowing the 
comfort of their own home.

Family Care Agency Inc. has 
been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI 
since 2000, specializing in placing 
FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks. 
All candidates are fl uent in 
English with great references 
for satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized 
placement services call

Karen at (908)377-9375 K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923Serving all 
communities 
for 66 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the 
clergy, Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to 
inform the archdiocese immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect others and provide support to victims of 
sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at (201) 407-3256.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

HELP WANTED

HEALTHCARE

RETREATS

CLERGY APPARELCEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

ART MUSEUM

FUNERAL HOME

ANNOUNCEMENT

Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner
Looking for residential or assisted living homecare for your loved ones 
at low cost?  Let us take the frustration out of � nding the right person. 

Specializing in � lipino caregivers.
We are just a phone call away. 

2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308 
Union, New Jersey 07083 Cell: (908) 209-5440
care.assist.nj@gmail.com  careassistonline.com

A place of rest, illumination, 
peace, and closeness to God

www.loyola.org 
973-539-0740

exhibitions ~ lecturesfilms ~ gallery ~ talks

VISIT US@

WWW.SMAFATHERS.ORG

(201) 567-0450

23 BLISS AVENUE

TENAFLY, NJ 07670

T H E A F R I C A N A R T M U S E U M
O F T H E S M A F A T H E R S

~a bridge between cultures~

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey
(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

TRAVEL

ADVERTISE your Novena in an 
upcoming issue of NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC

magazine or 
THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE newspaper.

Contact Marge at 

(973) 497-4201 or 
marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org

As a valued reader of NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC
magazine share the experience and consider buying 

a subscription for someone.

SUBSCRIBE online at

www.njcatholicsubscribe.rcan.org  
or call (973) 497-4200
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You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member 
of the TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be 
provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states.

Call for a free consultation

(844) 288-8182

Steady monthly income
depending on your paid in 
amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed from 
back-pay

Annual cost of 
living adjustments

Need Help With Your

Start The Process Today!
We've Helped Thousands Get the Benefits They Deserve

Applications  •  Hearings  •  Appeals

Social Security Disability Claim?

*L imit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. 
L ifet ime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solut ions. Expires 9/30/2019. L icense# 13VH08369400

®

Enjoy more space with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

T R A N S F O R M  Y O U R  H O M E  A N D 
U P G R A D E  Y O U R  S T O R A G E

BUY 5, GET 1

FREE*

Schedule your free design consultation

(888)  660-6702
Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am-4pm EST

Bishop Peter Baldacchino was 
installed as the third bishop 
of Las Cruces, N.M., on July 
23 at a packed Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
A native of Malta, Bishop 
Baldacchino was ordained a priest 
of the Archdiocese of Newark in 
1996, and served at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in Ridgewood and 
the Mission Sui Iuris of Turks and 
Caicos before being named aux-
iliary bishop of the Archdiocese 
of Miami in 2014. Now, he will be 
shepherding a flock spread across 
a territory four times the size of 
New Jersey. In the top left photo, 
Bishop Baldacchino smiles as the 
apostolic nuncio to the United 
States, Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre, reads the papal bull issued 
with Pope Francis’ signature. In the 
right photo, Bishop Baldacchino 
shows the papal bull to the clergy 
and the faithful. In the below left 
photo, he is greeted by some of 
the priests who, together with 
Bishop Manuel Cruz, traveled 
from the Archdiocese of Newark 
for the occasion. From left to right 
are Father Ivan Sant, Father Ivan 
Sciberras, Bishop Baldacchino  
and Father Raul I. Silva, who 
currently serves the Diocese of 
Winona-Rochester in Minnesota.

Photos courtesy of Sister Elizabeth Worley, S.S.J.



Pre-Planning Your Burial Arrangements 
Can Be Easy with 0% Financing 

• Protect your
loved ones.

• Eliminate tough
decisions during
a difficult time.

• Gain peace of
mind knowing
pre-plan is done.

• Lock in today's
prices.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPEN HOUSE 0% FINANCING  
*AVAILABLE OPEN HOUSE ONLY  * ON NEW PURCHASES 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

9:00AM-4:30PM  

Can Be Easy with 0% Financing

Maryrest 
Cemetery &Mausoleum 

770 Darlington Ave 
Mahwah, NJ
888-489-9095

Stop By  Call  Visit Online 
No appointment necessary   
Open daily 9:00am - 4:30pm 
GateofHeavenCemetery.org 

OPEN HOUSE WEEKENDS 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
9:00AM-4:30PM 

Gate of Heaven
Cemetery & Mausoleum 

225 Ridgedale Ave. 
East Hanover, NJ

888-459-0746

Stop By  Call  Visit Online 
No appointment necessary   
Open daily 9:00am - 4:30pm 

MaryrestCemetery.org 


