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They know the pure joy of answering God’s
call to the priesthood while being acutely
aware of the challenges facing their ministries
at the dawn of a new century.

A look into the lives of three seminari-
ans at various levels of study at Immaculate
Conception Seminary on the campus of Seton
Hall University, South Orange, provides vivid
evidence of total commitment to serving
God and His people.

First-year seminarian Oscar Fonseca, 38, is
a native of Puerto Rico. In his second year of
study, James Ferry, 38, is homegrown, from
Glen Rock. Transitional Deacon Eric Fuchs,
25, of Pennsylvania, will be ordained in May.

Each man heard the “calling” to be a priest
early and discerned it long and hard before
turning over his life to God.

Fonseca sees it as a process that began
when he was 10 years old. “I firmly believe
that God was talking directly to my heart.”

At first, he remembers, the call was “clear,”
very much like a voice inside of him that at
first he did not understand. “It was,” said
Fonseca, “almost embarrassing.”

He initially embarked on what he described
as a “normal” life. At the age of 25 he entered
an Augustinian order but left after six months.
Fonseca cites the maturity factor and saw the
situation as one in which God was telling
him to “experience life.”

BY WARD MIELE
Managing Editor

Answering God’s ‘call’ to service

Continued on page 10Continued on page 15

The Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark, was filled with the faithful on Christmas Eve
2003 at Midnight Mass celebrated by Archbishop John J. Myers.

Ad
vo

ca
te

 p
ho

to
- F

ra
nk

 W
oo

d

Audit results 
show Newark is
in compliance 

As this edition of The Catholic Advocate went to
press, the Office of Child and Youth Protection of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops released
the summary results of its audit of compliance with
the Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People by the 194 dioceses and eparchies of
the Catholic Church in the United States.

While the results for all dioceses were unavail-
able at press time, the Archdiocese of Newark did
receive word from the audit company, Gavin
Group, Inc., that it had indeed met criteria for com-
pliance, and was implementing the Charter in the
local Church of Newark.

The Gavin Group, an outside auditing firm
composed primarily of former FBI agents and
headed by former FBI official William A. Gavin,
is charged with reviewing nationwide diocesan
compliance with the Charter. Auditors from the
organization visited the Archdiocese Sept. 15-19.

The audit dealt with, among other areas, how
the Archdiocese addresses allegations, implements
education on safe environment issues and con-
ducts screening and background checks for clergy,
Religious and lay staff and volunteers.

In all areas, the Gavin Group stated that the
Archdiocese was fulfilling its obligations success-
fully. In implementing the Charter, Archbishop
Myers was able to build extensively on a strong
foundation of policies and procedures operating in
the Archdiocese since the 1980’s and 1990’s.

In the executive summary of the report of the
audit issued to the Archdiocese, Gavin Group stat-
ed: “Archbishop Myers has a zero tolerance poli-
cy… he demonstrated his no tolerance policy on
the abuse of children and his longstanding support
for the charter for the Protection of Children and
Young Adults by removing several priests under
his care. Archbishop Myers also distributed a
video to be shown at all parishes, which provided
information about the Charter and expressed his
firm commitment to its implementation.”

With regard to the prior history of the
Archdiocese and its active pursuit of allega-
tions of sexual abuse, the summary stated: “The
Archdiocese has had a policy in place since
1993 which has been revised to adopt the arti-
cles of the Charter. That policy has included a
review board composed largely of competent
lay people. This board functions effectively and
as promptly as possible in evaluating allega-
tions in order to determine if there is sufficient
evidence to support the allegation.  

The people of this local Church of Newark
welcome the news that the Office of Child and
Youth Protection has determined that we are meet-
ing effectively the letter and spirit of the Charter.

Our effort to investigate allegations of abuse
by clergy or lay people in this Archdiocese has
a strong history, and we are committed to main-
taining and promoting a safe environment for
children, healing for victims and justice under
the laws of both the state of New Jersey and
the Church. The sad truth is that, through the
years, and despite the efforts we as a diocese

have made, some people have misused the
Church to hurt children.

As the people of God, we can never accept
that.  The true test of our sorrow and our love must
be a constant commitment to zero tolerance of
abuse—both within the Church and in society.  

The positive results of this audit are a snapshot
in time.  I know I speak for all in the Archdiocese
of Newark when I say that this audit shows our
continued commitment to meeting the challenge of
assuring the safety of all those entrusted to the care
of our parishes, schools and other institutions. 

Statement of the Most Reverend John J. Myers,
Archbishop of Newark, on the Audit 

of the Archdiocese for Compliance with the Charter 
for the Protection of Children and Young People

BY JAMES GOODNESS 
Director of Communications 
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Stewardship

Every year at this time people decide upon and
try to live out resolutions they desire for the new
year. Losing weight, exercising more, and ceasing to
smoke are probably the top three that many people
try to uphold. Many times, because these types of
resolutions take a lot of effort, they are abandoned.

Why not try something a little different this year
and make a concerted effort to become a better
Christian through the practice of good stewardship?
I offer to you a list of stewardship-rooted resolutions,
based upon a publication entitled The Steward’s Way
by C. Justin Clements, that are easy to follow and be
committed to throughout the year. 

✷ Sincerely believe that God is the source of all
your blessings.

✷ Feel a need to give back a portion of the many
gifts you have received from God.

✷ Return a portion of your blessings to God out
of gratitude, not from a sense of duty or because
someone asked you to.

✷ Since you believe that everything you have and

everything in the world around you is not yours but
is “on loan” from God, care for them accordingly.

✷ Understand that stewardship is not an option
but an obligation for you as a disciple of Jesus.

✷ Do not be afraid to model good stewardship to
others.

✷ Be able to “let go and let God” in your life.
✷ Joyfully return a portion of your gifts to God

without expecting anything in return.
✷ Try to attend Mass more than once a week.
✷ Make the Scriptural tithe of giving ten percent

of your time, talent and treasure back to God a goal
for your life, and begin to move toward that goal.

✷ View good stewardship as a responsibility
which flows from your Christian vocation, not as a
nuisance or inconvenience.

✷ Make your generosity proportional—make it
increase as your resources increase.

✷ Feel a responsibility to take care of all of God’s
creation.

✷ Give proportionately of your time, talent and
treasure to God’s work in your parish and in your
community.

Important resolutions for 2004: a way of life…
✷ Accept your Christian call to be hospitable and

welcoming to all you meet, especially in your
parish.

✷ Actively seek opportunities to share your time,
talent and treasure—don’t wait to be asked to help
or volunteer.

✷ Look forward to celebrating and spending time
with your fellow parishioners.

✷ Don’t worry about “what you are to eat and
what to wear”; try to “set your heart on God’s king-
dom first.” (Mt. 6:31-33)

✷ Truly believe it is “more blessed to give than to
receive.”

✷ Teach your children and others how to be good
stewards by your word and example.

✷ Be convinced that God cannot be outdone in
generosity.

✷ Sincerely try to make stewardship your way of
life as defined by the U.S. bishops in their 1992 pas-
toral letter entitled, “Stewardship—A Disciple’s
Response.” 

I wish all of you a happy, blessed and peaceful
new year!

BY ANDREW KACZYNSKI
Coordinator of Stewardship for the Archdiocese

Three new pastors are
named at year ’s end

Three new pastors have been appointed by
Archbishop John J. Myers. 

Father Thomas A. Crangle, O.F.M. Cap., a
parochial vicar of St. Ann Parish, Hoboken, has been
appointed pastor effective Dec. 15. Father Crangle
was appointed parochial vicar of Mt. Carmel Parish,
Orange, in 1991. Eight years later, he was named
administrator of St. Francis of Assisi Parish,
Hackensack.  He became varochial vicar of St. Ann
Parish last September.

Father Manuel D. Rios, administrator of the
parishes of St. Rocco, Union City, and St. Brigid,
North Bergen, has been appointed pastor of both
parishes, effective Dec. 12. Although two distinct
parishes, both are run by the same staff.  

Father Rios was ordained in November 1986.  In
December of that year, he was appointed parochial
vicar of St. John the Apostle Parish, Bergenfield.  In
June 1993, he was appointed parochial vicar of St.
Mary of the Assumption Parish, Elizabeth.  In June of
1999, he was named parochial vicar of St. Aloysius
Parish, Jersey City. In September 2001, he was named
administrator of Saint Rocco Parish, Union City, and
Saint Brigid Parish, North Bergen.  

Father Rios has served on the Presbyteral Council
for the Archdiocese of Newark, 1993-1996; the
Vocations Board for the Archdiocese, 1993-1996; as
chaplain for the Caballeros de Colon, Elizabeth,
1994-1999; and the chaplain for the Boy Scouts,
Watchung Council, 1996-1999.  Since 2001, he has
served on the board of Casa de Caridad, Union City. 

Father John M. McCrone, administrator of Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish, Mountainside, has been
appointed pastor effective Dec. 12. 

Father McCrone was ordained in Our Lady of
Lourdes in May 1982.  In June, he was assigned to be
parochial vicar of Ascension Parish, New Milford.  

In 1983, he was named parochial vicar of St. John
Continued on page 14

Dedicating special Year
for Safety of Children

I have already talked to you in this column
about the successful audit of this
Archdiocese’s efforts to comply with the
Charter for the Protection of children and
Young People.

You know full well that I am pleased that
we did meet the
expectations of the
Office of Child
and Youth Protec-
tion, and that I am
most thankful that
you all so will-
ingly helped us
achieve this goal.

In this edition
of The Catholic
Advocate, we have
reported some of
the words that the auditors used to discuss our
compliance, because we wanted you to know
what they thought about our procedures and
the steps we have taken so far to meet the
challenge of assuring a safe environment, and
eliminating child sexual abuse from this
Archdiocese.

The key words here are “the steps we have
taken so far.”   This audit is not the end of the
journey.   There still is much work for us to do
to build on this successful start.  Today, as
you read this, our lay review board continues
its work reviewing some few allegations
remaining, and we are working with local and
state authorities on all information that has
come to our attention. I again urge anyone
who has been a victim of abuse, or who
knows of a case of abuse by someone associ-

ated with this Archdiocese, to call our
Chancellor, Sheri Rickert, at (973) 497-4009
so that we can begin to take action and start
the healing.

Today, we are training more facilitators
to conduct Protecting God’s Children in

parishes and schools
for the future, so
that everyone who
deals with children
and young people
will know the warn-
ing signs of sexual
abuse.

Today, we con-
tinue to conduct
background checks
on clergy, Religious,
staff and volunteers

so that we can both assure parents, and deter
potential predators.

Every new habit takes time to become
part of a regular regimen, and implementing
the terms of the Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People is no different.
It will take more time before all of the steps
now underway are fully implemented. Even
then, as we learn more about how to combat
this societal program more effectively, I can
assure you that we will take all steps neces-
sary.   Yet I know that we have made a good,
faithful, and just start.

Let us begin this New Year by dedicating
this great Archdiocese to a special Year of
Safety for Children. In doing so, we ask our
Blessed Mother and St. Joseph to guide us in
our efforts to protect all children.

By Archbishop John J. Myers

Sincerely
in the
Lord
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Church ministry ‘taps’ into key demographic group

ple think twice before having one,” says Msgr. McGuinness, who
runs several of these weekend retreats every year through the
Respect Life Office.

“More and more young people are realizing what [abortion] is
all about,” he affirmed.

Pre-March events at the Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC include a Vigil
Mass on Jan. 21 at 8 p.m., a concelebrated Eucharistic Liturgy,
with main celebrant Edward Cardinal Egan, on Jan. 22 at 7:30
a.m., and breakfast from 6:30 to 8 a.m. in the lower level. A
Rally for Life and Youth Mass will be held at the  capital’s MCI
Sports Arena at 10 a.m., and a rally for all pilgrims and
marchers will take place on the grounds of the Washington
Monument at noon. 

After the march to Capitol Hill and the Supreme Court, indi-
vidual visits may be made to Senators and Representatives.

For more information call the March for Life national 
office at 202-LIFE-377, or visit www.marchforlife.org or
www.usccb.org.prolife.

“I’m hoping there’s a greater turnout of young people, as
has been happening the past few years,” stressed Msgr.
Richard M. McGuinness, Director of the Archdiocesan
Respect Life Office. 

He was referring the 31st annual March for Life, which
will take place on Thursday, Jan. 22 in Washington, DC.
“We want to put the idea across that life is sacred from the
moment of conception until natural death,” he asserted.

According to Msgr. McGuinness, who is also pastor at St.
John the Apostle Parish, Linden, while abortions have gone
down, “a sign that people are waking up,” the pro-life mes-
sage needs to continue to be spread and heard. “We pray for
this every day at Mass,” he assured.

Rachel’s Vineyard and Project Rachel, post-abortion
healing retreats and counseling, help. “More and more peo-
ple who have had abortions are coming forward to say what
a terrible thing it’s done to their lives. This makes other peo-
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People in certain age groups behave in
particular ways, from “the terrible twos”
through rebillious teen years.

What about the person in his or her 20s
and 30s? For the Mother Church, this age
is a challenge, as such individuals today—
especially in American society—are
searching for their own identities as adults,
with all the changes and responsibilities
that come along with that. 

Oftentimes, while careers, love interests
and making one’s place in the world
become the focus for young adults, God,
the Church and spirituality take a back seat.
That’s where Theology on Tap comes in.

Geared toward this demographic, the
program, which was started in Chicago by
Father John Cusick in 1981, has active sec-
tors all over the country. It’s a gathering in
a bar or restaurant for some food, libations
and talk about God.

In this informal setting, a guest speak-
er—clergy, Religious or layperson—
addresses a topic that has to do with God,
the Church and spirituality in general, and
how it relates to young adults.

The idea of “the Church going to young
adults where they are” is “very effective,”
emphasized Father Richard R. Corbett,
Archdiocesan Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministries.

“The pub has always been a place for
people to gather to talk,” he noted, observ-
ing that the Church using such an opportu-
nity “to communicate the Gospel truth—
it’s a great idea.”

“People start to talk,” explained Joette
Rosato, Assistant Director of Alumni
Relations at Seton Hall University, of the
common dynamic at these events. “They
start to feel more comfortable.”

Rosato, with assistance from Msgr.
Richard Liddy, the university’s Director
for the Center of Catholic Studies and
chaplain for the men’s basketball team, and
the college’s Young Alumni Association,
organized the school’s first Theology on
Tap endeavor in November. 

According to Rosato, Msgr. Liddy,

who was the speaker for the evening,
approached her department about the pro-
gram, suggesting it would be a great oppor-
tunity for young alumni “to think about our
callings in life and how to hear ‘the whis-
per of the Lord’ through our jobs, our
friends, our relationships and our contem-
porary world.”

Taking place at Mulligan’s Pub in
Hoboken, about 35 alumni attended the get-
together, to which friends alike were invit-
ed. Though the initial meeting was an intro-
duction to Theology on Tap, future topics
will concentrate on “spirituality in everyday
life,” Rosato asserted. 

Winter dates scheduled
Proposing that this type of forum

allows people to talk about things that they
might not bring up in other settings,
Rosato says there are two more events
scheduled in 2004: Jan. 20 and March 1.
She has been meeting with members of the
Young Alumni Association to develop
“relevant topics” for the future dates.

St. Teresa of Avila Parish, Summit, has
hosted several Theology on Tap evenings.
Though their first event last winter drew
close to 115 people from areas as far away
as Somerville, Upper Saddle River and
New Brunswick, the subsequent get-
togethers enjoy an average of about 50 peo-
ple in their 20s and 30s from Summit and
neighboring towns.     

Msgr. Robert E. Harahan, S.T.D., Pastor
at St. Teresa’s, attributes the success of the
program to the topics discussed and the for-
mat of the gatherings.  

“We are planning with young adults
themselves. They give us feedback and
direction on what they would like to hear
about regarding faith and the Church—they
surface the topics,” he said, adding that
David O’Brien, the parish’s Pastoral
Associate for Youth Ministry, has been
working with a core group on this as well as
other projects.  

“And the format is very appealing,” he
continued. “It’s a natural environment for
young adults—a bar or restaurant, a pizze-
ria, somewhere where they can socialize
together and get to know each other. And

there are always new faces. It’s non-threat-
ening…It draws people that may not be
normally drawn to a Church event.”

O’Brien agrees. Explaining that
Theology on Tap provides an opportunity
for a social experience, but with “some
content to it,” he describes two broad
groups that are inclined to attend. One is
comprised of young adults already com-
mitted to the Church who “want to deep-
en their faith and spirituality and meet
other people similar to them.”

The other is made up of Catholics who
are “disconnected,” a very common trend
in general among this age group, according
to O’Brien. 

“The transition from college back to a
home parish is one of the most difficult,”
he asserts. “Committing to a parish com-
munity needs to be easy and meet immedi-
ate needs.

“And it should be relatively non-com-
mittal. That works for people that are dis-
connected,” he suggests.

Discussions at St. Teresa’s Theology on
Tap events have centered around “finding
your place in life,” says O’Brien. This fit-
ting topic has encompassed such issues as
relationships, community service and
social justice, feelings and a special
evening of talks given by three young adult
parishioners who spoke of how they have
committed to a faith community, and how
this has enriched their lives.

“We want to extend ourselves into the
young adult community and provide a way
to relate to young adults,” Msgr. Harahan
stressed. “We want to make the parish
more receptive to them and see what we
can do to keep them here, to welcome them
and make it their home...

“It doesn’t matter too much what the
goal is but that everyone is here…We can
be a point of contact [for young adults].
The parish becomes a place of stability in a
society that doesn’t always provide that.”

Other parishes in the Archdiocese of
Newark that hold Theology on Tap gather-
ings include Holy Trinity, Westfield, Our
Lady of Lourdes, West Orange, and
Immaculate Conception, Montclair.

BY LIESL FORES
Staff Reporter

BY LIESL FORES
Staff Reporter

Archdiocese prepares for annual March for Life
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Pope had no comment after viewing part of Gibson film
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —

Although Pope John Paul II
watched at least part of Mel
Gibson’s film, The Passion of
the Christ, he made no com-
ment about the film, said a sen-
ior Vatican official close to the
pope. 

“The Holy Father saw it, but
he made no comment. He
watched in silence,” the
official told Catholic News
Service Dec. 24. 

“The Holy Father does not
comment, does not give judg-
ments on art,” the official said.
“I repeat: There was no declara-
tion, no judgment from the
pope.” 

The official was replying
to a request for clarification
after numerous newspapers

reported that the pope had
watched the film and said, “It
is as it was.” 

The purported quote was
interpreted as papal praise for
the movie. 

The official, who insisted
that his name not be used, said
the pope made no such com-
ment. 

He also said that he, too, had
seen the film and felt charges
that the movie was anti-Semitic
were “an exaggeration.” 

Another well-informed
Vatican official, responding
Dec. 24 to an e-mailed request
for information, said, “The
Holy Father saw this film, but
did not express any opinion
about it.” 

The pope’s spokesman,

Joaquin Navarro-Valls, has
refused to confirm the
supposed papal quote, which
was relayed to reporters by
the film’s co-producer, Steve
McEveety. 

After sending a copy of the
film to the papal apartments in
early December, McEveety
met with Archbishop
Stanislaw Dziwisz, the pope’s
personal secretary. 

The Vatican made no com-
ment about the meeting. 

The Passion of the Christ,
directed by Gibson, is sched-
uled to be released in the

United States Feb. 25, which
will be Ash Wednesday. 

Even before the editing of the
film began, it became the object
of controversy because of alleged
anti-Semitism in the script. 

In a Dec. 17 statement,
Abraham H. Foxman, U.S.
director of the Anti-Defamation
League, said, “If in fact Pope
John Paul II has screened Mel
Gibson’s The Passion of
Christ and if in fact his reac-
tion to the film was positive,
as has been reported, then we
respect his statement. 

“The pope has a record

and history of sensitivity to
the Jewish community and
has a clear moral voice and
understanding when it
comes to anti-Semitism,”
Foxman said. 

While he said he would
reserve judgement until he has
had an opportunity to see the film,
Foxman said, “We hope that Mel
Gibson has heard our concerns
and those of Christian and Jewish
scholars and religious leaders,
who expressed unease about the
earlier version of the film and its
potential to fuel, rationalize and
legitimize anti-Semitism.” 

Holy Father’s jubilee year ends
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —

For Pope John Paul II, 2003 was
a year of four foreign trips, five
major documents, 30 new cardi-
nals, 48 general audiences, seem-
ingly endless 25th anniversary
celebrations, an intense diplomat-
ic campaign to head off war in
Iraq and 28 new saints and
blesseds–including Mother
Teresa of Calcutta.

And most people thought the
pope was slowing down. 

It was a typical 12 months for
the 83-year-old pontiff: While
the media speculated on his
declining health and his eventual
successor, he kept up a schedule
that would tire many people half
his age. 

Pope John Paul met with
some 20 foreign leaders or gov-
ernment ministers during the
year. He spoke privately with
nearly 300 bishops from around
the world. And he greeted a
steady stream of pilgrims, Cath-
olic associations, ambassadors,
interreligious groups and confer-
ence participants. 

Much of this papal activity is
taken for granted, and rarely
makes headlines. But in the
month of November alone, the
pope held more than 110 audi-
ences with individuals and
groups in the papal library. 

The jubilee anniversary cele-
brations in mid-October focused
global attention on a pontificate
that has set new records in prac-
tically every category. The pope
decided to share the spotlight
installing 30 new cadinals and
beatifying Mother Teresa before
a massive, multicultural crowd.

For many who have followed
the pope’s ups and downs, a
poignant turning point came dur-

ing the Mass for Mother Teresa’s
beatification, when a cardinal
and an archbishop had to read the
pope’s sermon in its entirety. The
pope’s illness has made speaking
difficult, and his slurred words
often do not register with his
audience.

In fact, there was a bittersweet
quality to many of the pope’s
activities in 2003. He looked and
sounded better at the beginning
of the year, but the strain of his
neurogical disorder–believed to
be Parkinson’s disease–has been
painfully evident over the last
several months.

He has given up walking and
standing, and spends almost his
entire public life on a custom-
made mobile throne. He routine-
ly skips over large sections of his
talks.

And he has cut back on some
annual events; in January he will
finally give up two demanding
liturgies, in which he personally
ordained priests and baptized
babies.

The pope’s four foreign trips
in 2003 took him past a mile-
stone, trip No. 100. 

The pope also showed that,
whatever his infirmities, he was
still capable of turning the
wheels of Vatican diplomacy. A
procession of international fig-
ures came to hear the pope’s
arguments for heading off the
war, and he sent personal envoys
to Saddam Hussein and Pres-
ident George Bush. 

Despite his disabilities, the
pope managed to put the finish-
ing touches on documents on the
Eucharist, the role of bishops, the
Church in Europe, the recent his-
tory of liturgical reform and the
place of music in the Church.
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(973) 497-4332 CAD
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to learn about additional ways of giving
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themselves day after day to fol-
lowing Christ by refusing vio-
lence, which is a path without a
future, and by building a lasting
peace founded on justice,
respect for persons and security
for all,” the pope wrote. 

The funeral Mass was cele-
brated Dec. 31 in Bujumbura,
with the body then flown home
to Ireland for burial. 

Pope John Paul asked
Archbishop Pierre Christophe,
the nuncio in Uganda, to preside
at the funeral in the pope’s name. 

The Rome-based MISNA
missionary news agency, citing
religious working at Prince
Rwagasore Hospital in
Bujumbura, said the archbishop
arrived  unconscious at the hos-
pital Dec. 29 with multiple bullet
wounds—more than the three
originally reported. One of the

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Saying he was saddened by the
“violent death” of Irish
Archbishop Michael A. Court-
ney, the Apostolic Nuncio to
Burundi, Pope John Paul II
prayed for him and for a peace-
ful future for Burundi. 

The 58-year-old archbishop,
whom the Vatican said was
about to be named the papal
nuncio to Cuba, died Dec. 29
after being struck by numerous
bullets shot at the car he was rid-
ing in while returning to
Bujumbura, Burundi’s capital,
from a priest’s funeral. 

In a Dec. 30 telegram to
Burundi’s Catholic bishops,
Pope John Paul prayed that God
would welcome Archbishop
Courtney “into his kingdom of
light and peace.” 

“I ask everyone to commit

bullets, the agency said, hit him
in the head, near his right ear,
and proved to be fatal. 

Archbishop Courtney died in
the hospital’s operating room
where doctors were trying to
stop a hemorrhage. 

Fides, the news agency of the
Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples, said
Archbishop Courtney’s death
was “the first time a papal nun-
cio was assassinated.” 

MISNA reported that
Archbishop Courtney had trav-
eled to Bururi Dec. 28 for the
funeral of a priest and that he
spent the night in the town
because of reports of gun battles
between opposing rebel factions

along the road back to the capital. 
On the way back to

Bujumbura the next day, the
archbishop’s car was either
caught in a crossfire or was
ambushed near Minago,
MISNA reported. 

Burundi President Domitien
Ndayzeye has ordered an inves-
tigation into the killing. 

A priest traveling with the
archbishop was wounded in the
arm, but not seriously, while the
driver and another passenger
were unharmed, MISNA said.

When Archbishop Courtney
arrived in Burundi in December
2000 he had told CNS he
received a reception that was
“hotter than one would expect.” 

INSPIRATIONAL - EDUCATIONAL
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FOR YOUR

PARISH GROUP • CHURCH EVENT • COMMUNION BREAKFAST

Call Ty Agosta  201-933-8967
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Apostolic Nuncio to Burundi is assassinated
The Sabena airline flight he

was traveling on to his new
assignment was hit by machine-
gun fire as it landed at an airport
about 10 miles west of the capital. 

The plane was hit by six bullets.
The archbishop was not injured, but
one passenger and a crew member
were slightly injured. 

Born Feb. 5, 1945, in Nenagh,
Ireland, he was ordained to the
priesthood in 1968. 

He was named an archbish-
op in August 2000 and ordained
three months later; Bujumbura
was his first posting as a nuncio. 

Before being sent to Africa,
he had served as the Vatican’s
representative to the Council
of Europe. 

Communion Dresses & Veils
Christening & Special Occasion Dresses

SUKI’S
327 Millburn Avenue • Millburn, NJ 07041

973-379-0110

TRUNK SHOW
Thursday, January 15
10-4 pm by appt. only

CRS helps earthquake victims
BALTIMORE (CNS) —

Catholic Relief Services has
allocated $100,000 for emer-
gency assistance to help victims
of the earthquake in Iran. More
than 25,000 people were report-
ed killed in the Dec. 26 quake in
the ancient city of  Bam. Iranian
officials believed the death toll
may rise above 40,000. CRS
said the aid will be used to pro-
vide emergency food, medical
care and other life-saving assis-
tance, according to an agency
statement. CRS staff will assist
agency partners in distributing

the aid. “In addition to unimag-
inable sorrow, right now the
people in Bam and the surround-
ing areas are struggling to pro-
vide for even their most basic
needs, as food, water, medi-
cines, shelter and warmth are all
in short supply,” said Ken
Hackett, CRS president. CRS’
efforts will concentrate in Bam,
where approximately 70 percent
of the ancient city’s mud struc-
tures were destroyed when the
earthquake struck, leaving tens
of thousands homeless, the
statement said.

Vatican reports 29 workers killed 
last year in the mission territories

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Caught in situations of civil con-
flict, surprised during robberies
or specifically targeted for death
because of their work, at least 29
Catholic Church workers were
killed in mission territories in
2003, the Vatican said. 

Fides, the news agency of the
Congregation for the Evangel-
ization of Peoples, published its
annual “martyrology” Dec. 30,
listing Catholic clergy, religious
and lay people who were killed
as they tried to serve the Church

and their neighbors.
The most recent victim listed

was Irish Archbishop Michael A.
Courtney, the Vatican ambassa-
dor to Burundi. 

The day after his death it
was still unclear whether he
was a specific target or simply
got caught in the crossfire. 

A 68-year-old German
Claretian missionary in Cam-
eroon, Father Anton Probst, was
killed Dec. 25; returning to his
room at the Akono novitiate
after midnight Mass, he appar-

ently surprised a group of
thieves. He was bound, gagged
and beaten to death. 

Six of the 29 Church work-
ers who were killed died in
Colombia. 

Three of the Colombians died
during robberies; another priest
and a laywoman—a health care
worker— were believed to be vic-
tims of rebels trying to gain control
of an oil-rich part of the country. 

The sixth Colombian victim,
Father Jose Rubin Rodriguez, a
parish priest, was kidnapped Nov.
14 and his body was found a week
later. 

Fides also listed six victims
among Church workers in Ugan-
da, including three boys who were
among a group of 41 students
from a minor seminary kidnapped
by rebels in May. Some of the
boys still are believed to be in the
hands of the rebels. 

Fides also listed five victims in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo, two in El Salvador and
one each in Kenya, South Africa,
Equatorial Guinea, Pakistan, Bra-
zil, Somalia, India and Gua-
temala. 

Most of the Church work-
ers killed in mission territories
were natives of the land where
they died. However, Fides
reported, three were Italian. In
addition, Archbishop Courtney
and another missionary were
Irish, Father Probst was Ger-
man, and the lay missionary
killed in Equatorial Guinea
during a police raid was a 22-
year-old Spanish woman. 

According to Fides, 25 Church
workers were killed in 2002 and
33 in 2001. 



January 7, 2004 Page 7Letters/Editorials

Parish priest was
an ‘inspiration’

Faith’s dilution is
of deep concern
Editor, 

Brooklyn Bishop Nicholas A.
DiMarzio made history Nov. 6 by
attending a Muslim celebration of
Ramadan.  The continual journey to
“make people like us,” has diluted
our faith.

What happened to our belief that
the Roman Catholic Church is the
one, true, holy and apostolic Church
of Jesus Christ?  When was the last
time any parishioner heard the four
marks of the Church mentioned?  

In our eagerness to be “ecumeni-
cal,” we have put other beliefs

Editor,
Father John Rock was a very

young priest when I graduated from
grammar school in St. John’s,
Orange, in 1955.

He was and still is a wonderful
priest and makes me proud to be a
Catholic.  He also had a magnificent
singing voice.  

He is now semi-retired after sur-
gery and being a pastor, but is still
active regularly at Our Lady of Peace
Parish, New Providence.

His down-to-earth sermons are a
treat to listen to, and his common
sense is a rare commodity these days.
Everyone who has the good fortune
to know him is better for it.

He is an inspiration and should be
commended for a life devoted to his
Church and to God.

Carol Memminger
Berkeley Heights Controversial film

needs closer look
Editor,

Having read about the controversy
over the Mel Gibson film The Passion
of Christ, I feel that more is being
made out of it then should be.

Not having seen the movie, I think
people are trying to make it controversial.

Without placing blame, I do think
we have to agree Jesus was Jewish and
the populace at the time, on the whole,
was Jewish. 

It was their homeland. We cannot
say the Egyptians or any other nation-
alities were involved except the
Romans.

When it comes down to it, some of
His own people turned him in. 

Even the Romans would not have
bothered Him and were willing to let
Him go after He was betrayed.

We should also remember the
prophecies. Jesus Himself reminded
the people that His birth and death had
long before been foretold. 

The people of the time were there
then because it was to be. 

We cannot blame an entire race for
the few who were responsible. We can
blame the individuals involved and let
it go at that.

What certain Catholic and Jewish
people of today are doing is not the
way to go. 

If you want to see the movie, fine. If
you don’t, that is fine too.

I think those who do will feel the
pain of Christ as they watch and won’t
want to get even. 

Good people of any religion will
find the good in things. Those who
cannot or refuse to do so will have our
prayers.

Donald Meier
Union

Policy for publishing
letters to the editor

The Catholic Advocate wel-
comes letters from readers. Due
to space and time limits, there is
no guarantee that a letter will run.
Readers’ opinions do not neces-
sarily represent the opinion of the
newspaper or the Archdiocese.
All letters must be typed, and are
subject to editing.

We ask that each letter be no
more than 300 words in length.

Include name, address and
daytime telephone number. Send
to: The Catholic Advocate, 171
Clifton Ave., PO Box 9500,
Newark, NJ 07104-0500 or
email mielejos@rcan.org

New Jersey’s state bishops react

Human stem cell research
bill ‘morally unacceptable’

(Following is a statement from the Catholic Bishops of New Jersey on the
signing into law on Sunday by Gov. James McGreevey of S1909/A2840, legisla-
tion known as the Human Stem Cell Research Bill. With the governor’s signature,
New Jersey becomes the second state in the nation to allow such research.)

We are deeply distressed that a bare majority of the Legislature has
passed and Governor McGreevey has signed the human embryonic stem
cell research bill into law.

We believe it is more important than ever to stand for the principle that
government must not treat any living human being as research material, as
a mere means for benefit to others.  Research that relies on the destruction
of some defenseless human being for the possible benefit to others is
morally unacceptable.

We do not want a world where life is a commodity, manufactured and
destroyed at will to serve others.  

Promise to Protect.
Pledge to Heal.

Protecting young people.  
The Charter provides for creating “safe environments” in which young people are
secure. It also provides for strict enforcement of codes of conduct for all those,
including clergy, who come in contact with children and youth, whether they are 
full time employees or volunteers. 

Healing and reconciliation with victims of abuse.
The Charter calls for dioceses to reach out to victims of sexual abuse, offering 
healing counsel and services and appointing victims’ assistance coordinators.

Effective response to allegations of sexual abuse.
The Charter states that dioceses are to report allegations of abuse of minors, 
cooperate with civil authorities’ investigations, and support the right of every victim
to make a report to the authorities. The Catholic Church is fully committed to
removing abusers from ministry. 

Ensuring bishops’ and dioceses’ accountability.
The Bishops’ Office of Child and Youth Protection has made it possible for the first
time to audit the performance of Catholic dioceses to ensure the safety of minors.
The Bishops created a National Review Board of prominent lay Catholics to assist
and monitor the Office to guarantee that the promise of the Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People is realized.  

On January 6, 2004, the Office of Child and Youth Protection of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops issued its first report on the compliance of Catholic 
dioceses and eparchies (dioceses of the Eastern Catholic Churches) in implementing the
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.

Adopted in June 2002, the Charter established the framework for preventing abuse of
minors by clergy and protecting all children and young people in the Church’s care.

“We can’t give the victims of abuse back their innocence, but we can 
assure them that we will do all in our power to see to it that 
no child is so harmed again.”
Bishop Wilton D. Gregory, President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

There is no place in the priesthood or religious life 
for those who would harm the young.
Pope John Paul II

Please see the “Report on the Implementation of the ‘Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People’” at www.usccb.org

(heretical?) on a par with Roman
Catholicism. 

You have heard the constant
refrain, “We are all children of God.”
I thought we were all children of
Adam, and became children of God
by our baptism.  

Ironically, when we openly taught
the uniqueness of our Church, we saw
numerous converts, as well as flour-
ishing vocations.  

But now, having blended into a
spiritual mosaic, the uniqueness and
clarity of our religious posture has
been abandoned.  

Instead of urging society to join us,
we have joined a society that is not
Christ-like.

The sad truth is that while we have
been “ecumenical” in downplaying
our tenets, other faiths have ceded
nothing—it has been a one-way street
of surrender. 

Joseph Irving
Fair Lawn
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Need for peace ever more urgent

Jesus as servant and teacher, exemplar for us all 

Following is a summary of Pope John Paul II’s
message in celebration of the World Day of Peace.

Hear my plea, at the beginning of the New Year
2004, peace remains possible. And if peace is possi-
ble, it is also a duty!

I speak out before the Church and the world,
inviting believers and all persons of good will to take
up the cause of peace and to help bring about this
fundamental good, thereby assuring the world a bet-
ter future, one marked by peaceful coexistence and
mutual respect…. Humanity needs now more than
ever to rediscover the path of concord, overwhelmed
as it is by selfishness and hatred, by the thirst for
power and the lust for vengeance.

Christians see the commitment to educate our-
selves and others to peace as something at the very
heart of our religion. For Christians to proclaim
peace is to announce Christ who is “our peace” (Eph
2:14); it is to announce His Gospel, which is a
“Gospel of peace” (Eph 6:15); it is to call all people
to the beatitude of being “peacemakers” (cf. Mt 5:9).

In my Message for the World Day of Peace in
January 1979 I made this appeal: To Reach Peace, Teach
Peace. Today that appeal is more urgent than ever,
because men and women, in the face of the tragedies
which continue to afflict humanity, are tempted to yield
to fatalism, as if peace were an unattainable ideal.

The Church has always taught and continues
today to teach a very simple axiom: peace is possi-
ble. The Church does not tire of repeating that peace
is a duty. It must be built on the four pillars indicat-
ed by Blessed John XXIII in his Encyclical Pacem in
terris:[Italic]  truth, justice, love and freedom. A duty
is thus imposed upon all those who love peace: that
of teaching these ideals to new generations, in order
to prepare a better future for all.

There is a particularly urgent need to lead indi-
viduals and peoples to respect the international order
and to respect the commitments assumed by the
Authorities, which legitimately represent them.
Peace and international law are closely linked to
each other.

From the very dawn of civilization, developing
human communities sought to establish agreements
and pacts, which would avoid the arbitrary use of
force and enable them to seek a peaceful solution of
any controversies which might arise. Alongside the
legal systems of the individual peoples there grew up

another set of norms known as the law of the nations. 
Since the 16th century jurists, philosophers and

theologians engaged in developing the formulation
of universal principles which are prior to and superi-
or to the internal law of States, and which take into
account the unity and the common vocation of the
human family…Central among all these is the prin-
ciple that accords freely signed must be honored. The
violation of this principle leads to a situation of ille-
gality and consequently to friction and disputes. It is
appropriate to recall this fundamental rule, especial-
ly at times when there is a temptation to appeal to the
law of force rather than to the force of law.

The task of watching over global peace and secu-
rity and with encouraging the efforts of States to pre-

Thus will they be cured of their blindness and led
from the dungeon of their enslavement to sin into the
light of God’s truth.  Indeed, the call “to open the eyes of
the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement...” (Is
42:7) may be taken literally, as an aspect of God’s trans-
formation of the situation
endured by those in exile.
(See Is 29:18; 35:1-6; 61:1) 

Yet those marvels would
be ordered to the greater gift
of divine illumination of
all who acknowledge their
need of God’s guidance.

St. Luke’s description of John the Baptist points
clearly to the understanding that Isaiah’s consoling mes-
sage is being fulfilled. (Lk 3:4-6 quotes Is 40:3-5; Lk
4:18-19 quotes Is 61:1-2)  No doubt in the account of
Jesus’ baptism he intended his report of the Father’s
approving words, “You are my beloved Son; on you my
favor rests” (Lk 3:22) to refer back to Isaiah 42:1.

Readings: Is 42:1-7; Ps 29; Acts 10:34-38; Lk 3:15-
16, 21-22.

As the liturgy moves from the festive season to
“ordinary time,” the Church commemorates the
Baptism of Jesus as the sign that His public ministry
begins as an act of solidarity with human beings in their
need for repentance and divine forgiveness.

Amid the hum-drum of life, ordinary people may be
so concerned about themselves and their families that
they forget about their obligations to society at large.
“My vote won’t make any difference,” they say and thus
they disenfranchise themselves from the right and
responsibility of citizenship. “Yes, someone must speak
for the unborn child, the handicapped and the disorient-
ed,” they acknowledge but allow occasions for compas-
sion to pass by unnoticed. Even the faithful need to be
reminded that their baptism challenges them to reach out
in Christ’s name to a world in need.

At various points in the collection of instructions
from the Babylonian Exile known as “Second Isaiah”
(chapters 40-55), the prophet presented God’s call to a
teacher addressed as his “Servant.” Moses and other
prophets had been given this title in earlier centuries,
showing that guiding the people into obedience was a
mission analogous to the service of God constituted by
public worship.

The promised servant would be chosen, as Moses
was, and endowed with the Spirit of God so that he
could bring justice in accord with divine judgment to the
nations. Is this to be achieved through authoritarian
measures and terrifying decrees? No, rather by calm and
persistent instruction, with a special care for the limita-
tions of those needing guidance. 

While each Gospel emphasizes the importance of
prayer in the life of Jesus, Luke makes a special point of
stating that Jesus prayed on several occasions of great
significance.  Of course prayer would prepare for and
accompany the manifestation of the Holy Spirit and the
approbation of the heavenly Father.  At precisely the time
when John’s baptism of repentance linked Jesus with
humanity in this desperate need, the presence of God is
manifested to Jesus in a new way.  

Although Luke hints at Jesus’ intimacy with the
Father’s will when he is found in the Temple (2:49), the
Master is now called to embark on the teaching and heal-
ing mission of the Servant of God.  “This is the message
that God has sent to the children of Israel, the good news
of peace proclaimed through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of
all.” (Acts 10:36)

In His Baptism Jesus identified himself with those
seeking forgiveness and reconciliation with His Father.

He humbled himself to
share in our humanity with
its frailties so that His bap-
tism or plunge into death
would be the foundation
for a life of peace.  

In our baptism, we
become recipients of the call to become children of God.
This elevates us above the hopeless, alienated situation
of humankind—but precisely to enable us to exercise a
role of service in union with the healing, peace-making
ministry of Jesus.  

To what extent have we begun?

By Father Lawrence Frizzell

Sunday
Readings
Baptism of the Lord 
(January 11, 2004)

In our baptism, we become 
recipients of the call 

to become children of God.

Father Lawrence Frizzell is Director of the Institute
of  Judaeo-Christian Sudies at Seton Hall University.

serve and guarantee these fundamental goods of
humanity was entrusted by Governments to an
organization established for this purpose–the United
Nations. Pivotal to the system was the prohibition of
the use of force. This prohibition makes provision
for two exceptions… the natural right to legitimate
defense, within the traditional limits of necessity
and proportionality …and the system of collective
security, which gives the Security Council compe-
tence and responsibility for the preservation of
peace, with power of decision and ample discretion.

It must be acknowledged that the United Nations
Organization, even with limitations and delays due
in great part to the failures of its members, has made
a notable contribution to the promotion of respect
for human dignity, the freedom of peoples and the
requirements of development, thus preparing the
cultural and institutional soil for the building of
peace.

“Humanity today is in a new and more difficult
phase of its genuine development. It needs a greater
degree of international ordering.”  States must con-
sider this objective as a clear moral and political obli-
gation, which calls for prudence and determination. 

A legal system made up of norms established
down the centuries as a means of disciplining rela-
tions between sovereign states finds it difficult to
deal with conflicts, which also involve entities
incapable of being considered States in the tradi-
tional sense. This is particularly the case with ter-
rorist groups…

The fight against terrorism cannot be limited
solely to repressive and punitive operations. It is
essential that the use of force, even when necessary,
be accompanied by a courageous and lucid analysis
of the reasons behind terrorist attacks. The fight
against terrorism must be conducted also on the
political and educational levels: by eliminating the
underlying causes of situations of injustice which

Continued on page 9

The unity of the human race is a
more powerful reality than any
contingent divisions separating

individuals and people.
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The ‘Book of Life’ is full of many pages to be read

Majority of the faithful appreciate their priests
The priesthood today is under much public scrutiny.

The press seems to have an uncanny fascination with
priests, although, they tend to focus almost solely on
priest scandals.  I guess that a lot of this has to do with
the fact that priests, like police officers and politicians,
are in the public eye. There is also the fact that there are
higher standards expected from priests, to practice
what they preach.

The life of a priest is still a mystery to many.  They
find it difficult to reconcile the fact that priests, who are
called to holiness and who call others to holiness, are at
the same time men who are sinners.  Perhaps this sense
of mystery, this mingling of the human and divine ele-
ments in the priesthood, is how it is supposed to be
anyway.  It’s part of the very nature of the priesthood.

Since the time I was an altar boy, I have always held
priests in great esteem. I realized that they were special
in that they represented something much greater than
themselves. While I understood their human side and
the vast differences among them, I also witnessed how
they truly were “other Christs” for so many people in
so many sacramental and other ways. I loved priests
when I was growing up and I love them now, and,
while humbled, I am honored to be one of them.

I have also observed, over the last year or so, that
while the priesthood has come under attack, the priests
themselves did not have the luxury of retreating from
their ministry. They continued to baptize, to hear con-
fessions and forgive sins in the name of Christ, to visit

and anoint the sick and dying, to celebrate the sacra-
ment of matrimony, to offer prayers at funeral homes,
say the Funeral Mass, accompany families to the
cemetery for the prayers of final commendation, to
teach and to preach, and at the center of it all, to cele-
brate the Holy Eucharist.

Of course, the cameras of the media are not there as
the priest attends to his sacred duties day in and day out.
The glare of the spotlight is missing, loosing sight of the
incredible fidelity of the priest to the Church and all
God’s people.  

It has also been very heart-warming to see just how
much the People of God continue to love and support
their priests. Oh, there are always the small minority of
people that complain, those who would find fault even
with Jesus Christ, the High Priest himself.  However,

Time is, according to the philosophers, a meas-
ure of motion according to a before and an after. An
ancient named Zeno defined time as an infinite
series of points or instants in a line. However, we
want to define time we live in the “here” and
“now.” Yesterday was. Tomorrow is not yet. And
since God is the only eternal “now” for whom all
things are present, we are stuck on this conveyor
belt called time.

I can remember very clearly a day in January
1947. We had just returned to high school after
Christmas break. I was training my mind to write
1947 instead of 1946 on my assignment papers. As
I wrote the sun was shining into the room. Where, I
pondered, would I be in years to come?  Where will
this mystery called life lead me?

Now as we enter 2004 I can gaze back over all of
those years. The mystery up until now has been
resolved.

The Book of Revelations speaks seven times about
the Book of Life. In Chapter 20 it reads, “And I saw
the dead, great and small, standing before the throne,
and books were opened. Also another book was
opened which was the Book of Life.  And the dead

were judged by what was written in the books.”
Those books are written by each of us. Day by day

we create a history that is uniquely our own. For evil
people, like Marley’s ghost in A Christmas Carol, the
chains that bind them have been forged—link by link,
act by act, minute by minute—as their lives are lived.

For most people the record in the books are mixed.
There is good, and there is bad. Most of us are a mix-
ture. Hopefully, the good outweighs the bad.

The Book of Life is actually already written. It
contains the names of all those whom God foreknew

would be saved. In Chapter 3 of Revelations it
states, “He who conquers shall be clad in white vest-
ments, and I will not blot his name out of the Book
of Life.”

So up until this moment I have written the story of
my life. I cannot change it.

But the joy is this. As long as breath lasts, the
game is not over. Like Scrooge, it is never too late to
change. In the words of another great philosopher, “It
isn’t over till it’s over.”

The tapestry of life is large. My single thread is not
much. But it is important. Without my strand of life
the history of the world itself would not be complete.
I am an essential part of God’s eternal plan. So are
you, my friend.

So, I rejoiced on Jan. 1, 2004. I will look ahead.
Whatever went on before, I have another page to
write. Hopefully, you do too.

So let’s wish each other “Happy New Year” and
pray that when this year is over our pages will
sparkle with good deeds, good friends, and a large
increase in the love of God. Happy New Year!

the vast majority of the faithful have been extraordi-
narily affirming and appreciative of their priests.

When Archbishop Myers asked me to work in the
Office of Clergy Personnel, I was surprised and
even a bit reluctant at first. However, out of respect
and obedience to him, I agreed to take on this
responsibility. Since then, having seen priests
through background checks, Protecting God’s
Children workshops, Codes of Clerical Conduct
agreements, and all kinds of transfers and appoint-
ments, I stand in awe before the resilience and faith-
fulness of the priests to their sacred calling.

Priests are instruments of God in the world, who
bring God to us and who bring us to God. They also
bring us all together to be one, as the family of God.
Priests often come and go in and out of our lives.
They touch our hearts and change our lives. Priests
are no different from the rest of people, and yet they
are so different from the rest of people, in terms of
their ordination. This is all part of the mystery of the
priesthood.

Priests are there for us in times of sorrow and need,
as well as for many, joyous celebrations in our lives
too. They continue to make the world a better place,
may we all support them to build up the kingdom of
God. We need our priests and our priests need us too.   

Father Templeton is Executive Director of the
Office of Clergy Personnel of the Archdiocese of
Newark. 

By Msgr. John Gilchrist

Voices

Commentary

By Father Robert E.
Templeton

Perspective
on Clergy 

Msgr. Gilchrist is pastor of Holy Cross Parish,
Harrison.

frequently drive people to more desperate and vio-
lent acts; and, by insisting on an education inspired
by respect for human life in every situation: the
unity of the human race is a more powerful reality
than any contingent divisions separating individuals
and people.

In the necessary fight against terrorism, interna-
tional law is now called to develop legal instruments
provided with effective means for the prevention,
monitoring and suppression of crime.

In the message of salvation, which the Church

Pope’s peace message proclaims, there are doctrinal elements of fundamen-
tal importance for the development of the principles
needed for peaceful coexistence between nations.

International law must ensure that the law of the
more powerful does not prevail. Its essential purpose
is to replace “the material force of arms with the
moral force of law,”  providing appropriate sanctions
for transgressors and adequate reparation for victims.
This must also be applicable to those government
leaders who violate with impunity human dignity and
rights while hiding behind the unacceptable pretext
that it is a matter of questions internal to their State.

For the establishment of true peace in the world,
justice must find its fulfillment in charity.  Law is the

first road leading to peace, and people need to be
taught to respect that law. Yet one does not arrive at
the end of this road unless justice is complemented
by love. Justice and love sometimes appear to be
opposing forces.

Forgiveness is needed for solving the problems
of individuals and peoples. There is no peace with-
out forgiveness! I say it again, as my thoughts turn
in particular to the continuing crisis in the Middle
East: a solution to the grave problems which for too
long have caused suffering for the peoples of those
regions will not be found until a decision is made to
transcend the logic of simple justice and to be open
also to the logic of forgiveness.

Continued from page 8
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Seminarians prepare for 21st century priesthood
He did so as a physical thera-

pist in the U.S. Air Force. Sta-
tioned in Turkey, Fonseca
explained, he had a “spiritual
experience” that provided what
he needed to embrace God’s call.
“God never stopped calling me,”
he declared.

Deacon Fuchs had been hear-
ing the call since the age of nine.
It had been “off and on” for years
after that, he noted.

Initially he thought of fol-
lowing in his father’s footsteps
as a civil servant in the State
Department.

Fuchs did not share his dis-
cernment experience, which he
described as “an inner calling and
desire in my heart.”

A pivotal point in his life
came after living in Switzerland
and Mexico. He saw both
wealthy and poor living condi-
tions but was struck by the fact
everyone had a “longing for
God.”  That, he said, was “for-
mational” for him.

Another important factor,
said Fuchs, was and is his par-
ents who he described as
“devout Catholics.” His priestly
ministry, he said, will be an
“extension” of what his parents
“implanted” in him.

His final decision came dur-

ing his sophomore year in col-
lege. It was at that time that the
calling became  more intense. 

He “embraced” the call to a
relationship with God, which
Fuchs stressed is “reciprocal.”

His deaconal experience has
been, said Fuchs, “fantastic…
beautiful.” He is assigned to

Mount Carmel Parish, Bay-
onne, and pointed out that the
pastor, Father Anthony Kulig,
has been a “wonderful” mentor
and teacher. He is especially
appreciative of being able to “be
a part of the spiritual journey”
of the parishioners. 

In his early 30s, playing the
guitar at SS. Peter and Paul
Parish, Hoboken, and Our Lady
of Czestochowa Parish, Jersey

Left to right: Seminarians Oscar Fonseca, Eric Fuchs and James Ferry.
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City, Ferry recalled, he obtained a
“greater understanding” of the
Church and a parish community.

Using the “spiritual and
intellectual gifts and values”
given him by his parents, Ferry
began to “think about the
future.” His parents’ commit-
ment to each other, he noted,
had a profound influence on
him. Ferry
found him-
self “grow-
ing closer to
the Lord.”

But he
went out into
the work
world living in Japan two years
as an English teacher and
returning to New York as a
project manager for Deutsche
Bank. He was, Ferry explained,
affected by the teamwork
aspect of corporate life. 

It is “wonderful” say Fonseca
to give oneself “totally” to the
ministry of the priesthood. The
seminary, he explained, pro-
vides “step-by-step” instruction
on how to be a “good priest.”
The spiritual experience of sem-
inary life, he went on, is “heav-
en on earth.” 

“I went in a boy and will leave
a man” Fuchs declared. In the
seminary, he said, he has “grown
in many ways.” His education
and formation, says the deacon,
have also encompassed areas that
Pope John Paul II wants taught.
The faculty, Fuchs noted, is “sup-

portive,” provide “great guid-
ance, are solid role models and
great friends.”

Ferry has been struck by the
diversity of “talents and back-
grounds” he has found in the sem-
inary. He used one word to
describe the faculty… “talented.”

As they look ahead to their
lives as priests, all three share

c o m m o n
goals and
commitment.

D e a c o n
Fuchs said he
is “aware of
the diverse
challenges”

the Church faces. He sees
priests of today needing com-
mitment that relies on “the
power of the Holy Spirit” and
is coupled with an “awareness
of the power of God.”

Fonseca said a priest must be
“compassionate, forgiving, and
really be a good shepherd, he has
to let people know he loves
them.” A priest, he added, is
“God’s ambassador on earth.”

The priest of today, Ferry
commented, must understand
for himself and as a means of
communicating with the faith-
ful “how abundant is the grace
of God.” A priest must also
understand the commitments
of his flock in terms of such
things as marriage and the
work world. He too stressed
the need to be “sensitive and
compassionate.”

Continued from page 1

“I went in a boy 
and will leave a man.”

–Rev. Mr. Eric Fuchs



January 7, 2004 Page 11Vocations

Manhattan College, Riverdale, NY 10471
1-800-MC2-XCEL • www.manhattan.edu

SUCCESS 
STARTS HERE.

SUCCESS 
STARTS HERE.

College readies you for the real world. And not many do it better than Manhattan College.

Our record of alumni accomplishment is exceptional, whether in the boardroom, the

classroom or a hundred other walks of life. Equally important, the values and principles

you acquire here will forever enrich you as a person, no matter

what calling you follow. It’s something to think about when

choosing a college.

Saint Andrew’s Hall
While all of this is essential,

emphasizes Father Reilly, the
most important part of the col-
lege seminarians’ day, he assures,
is prayer. “We begin the day
together with prayer, and we end
the day together with prayer. This
is what gives focus.” 

Besides his administrative
duties as rector, Father Reilly,
along with Father Spera and
Father Gomes, strives to “set an
example of living a Christian
life” and tries to provide “a posi-
tive experience of the priest-
hood,” he explains. “We set an
example for the young men and
hold them accountable, in aca-
demics and spiritually.”

This is not always easy, he
admits, especially in a culture
that can be unaccepting of
Christianity and its values.
Getting young men—in the new

class, most of them just out of
high school—to appreciate liv-
ing in community, nurturing
their sense of vocation and help-
ing them discern, and getting
them to behave consistently
with this calling, he says, is a
challenge, adding, “It’s a chal-
lenge to be a good example to
them. It makes me want to be a
better priest.”   

However, the rewards for
Father Reilly, who has been rec-
tor since January 2002, are
sweet. “I was a student for four
years at Saint Andrew’s. I knew
since I was a kid that I wanted to
be a priest. At Saint Andrew’s I
fell in love with the priesthood.”
Describing this as the place where
he realized he could live his life
as a priest “and find happiness,”
he stresses, “It’s a blessing to be
back, and to provide that same
opportunity for others.”

Benedictine Sisters of Elizabeth
(O.S.B.)
St.Walburga Monastery
851 N. Broad St.
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
(908) 352-4278

Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth
(S.C.)
P.O. Box 476
Convent Station, NJ 07961-0476
(973) 290-5424

Dominican Sisters of Caldwell (O.P.)
(Sisters of St. Dominic of the
American Congregation of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus)
1 Ryerson Ave.
Caldwell, NJ 07006-6198
(973) 403-3331, ext.12 

Felician Sisters (C.S.S.F.) 
(Congregation of the Sisters of St.
Felix of Cantalice)

260 S. Main St.
Lodi, NJ 07644-2196
(973) 473-7447

Religious Teachers Filippini (M.P.F.)
Villa Walsh
455 Western Ave.
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 538-2886

Congregation of the School Sisters
of Notre Dame (S.S.N.D.)
345 Belden Hill Rd.
Wilton, CT 06897
(203) 762-3318

Congregation of the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Peace (C.S.J.P.)
399 Hudson Terr.
Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632
(201) 568-6348

For more information call the
Vocations Office at (973) 497-4365.

Women’s Religious communities

Brother Miguel Ramirez, a Capuchin Friar, speaks to students at Holy
Family Interparochial School, Norwood, about vocations.

Continued from page S2

The Archdiocese of Newark was
represented at a recent convoca-
tion of priests serving in the mili-
tary held in Frankfurt, Germany.
Attending were, left to right, Father
James Hamel, a chaplain at
Ramstein Air Force Base, Germany;
Father Matthew Pawlikowski,
serving in the Army and stationed
in the Sinai Peninsula, and Father
Ken Beale, also in the Air Force,
serving at Lakenheath Air Force
Base, England.
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Sadness and hope in pastoral change
Holy Family Parish in Nutley is

saying goodbye to its spiritual leader
for the past six years.

Msgr. Peter J. Zaccardo, the
former pastor of the parish, was
named pastor of Our Lady, Queen
of Peace Parish in Maywood,
effective Jan. 1. Msgr. Robert M.
Chabak, Pastor of St. Valentine
Parish, Bloomfield, will take over
as temporary administrator.

When asked about his favorite
memories of the parish, Msgr.
Zaccardo noted the parish festi-
vals were a particular highlight, in
addition to being able to see the
children at the school, Good
Shepherd Academy, which is
located on parish grounds.

“I’ve enjoyed my six years
here at Holy Family, but there’s
still a lot more to be done. Things
just don’t happen overnight, and it
takes time for people to develop a
spirit of trust with a new pastor
and new staff, working together
with the pastoral council, finance
council…The people have always
been most generous with their
time and efforts for the parish.

“We have a large parish, and
sometimes we have over 200 funer-
als a year,” Msgr. Zaccardo said of
Holy Family. “To be with people in
their time of bereavement is a spe-
cial experience. Sometimes we’ll
have 10 or 12 baptisms at a time, and
many weddings through the year, so
what I’ll really remember is being
able to be with people at different
moments in their lives.”

Msgr. Zaccardo also noted that
he will miss the people of the
parish, which he has seen grow in
the way of stewardship in the con-
tributing of time, talent and treas-
ure to Holy Family.

“The people, of course, are the
most important ingredient, and
many people are willing to work, to
help, to share their time, talent and
treasure. As people come to the
parish, they tell me that they feel
very much at home… It’s a rather
large church, but it’s a church they
feel most comfortable in, and they
enjoy being here. They enjoy the
good liturgies and the good music by
our choir,” Msgr. Zaccardo said,
adding that members of the parish
have donated money towards new
choir robes and the formation of a
new bell choir for the parish. 

“The people are very generous,
when they know something has to
be done, and they’ll make their con-
tributions accordingly. I’d say
they’re beginning to accept more
and more the stewardship way of
doing things.”

Msgr. Zaccardo noted that

while the parish is sad to see him
leave, some members of the com-
munity understand the changing
times, but others “want to go back
to the days where a pastor stays at
one parish forever.”

Comprised of 4,300 families,
Holy Family is a largely Italian-
American parish, with “an ever-
growing Filipino community,”
according to Msgr. Zaccardo.

In such a large parish, Msgr.
Zaccardo notes, it is difficult to
maintain a close-knit community.
However, he feels that can be
accomplished by keeping mem-

bers informed of what is happen-
ing within the parish. “The staff,
Pastoral Council, and the
Stewardship Council all work
very hard to keep everyone
informed, through the bulletin
and our monthly parish letter.”

He also mentioned the challenge
of maintaining Good Shepherd
Academy, formerly Holy Family
Academy, that is co-sponsored by
the three Roman Catholic parishes in
Nutley (Holy Family, St. Mary, and
Our Lady of Mount Carmel).

“Part of the heartbeat of the
parish is the school, and our reli-
gious education program, which has
700 children,” noted Msgr.
Zaccardo, acknowledging the hard
work of Sister Lois Zampese, the
principal, vice principal Sr.
Antoinette Pagano, and Sr. Angelina
DelVecchio, M.P.F., the religious
education director.

“As a co-sponsored school, it
belongs to all three parishes. It’s
no longer just a parish school,”
Msgr. Zaccardo noted, adding that
every month, the three pastors
meet with the principal, vice prin-
cipal and accountants so that “the
line of communication is clear,
and that each parish knows that
this is their school.”

Also each month, the School
Advisory Board, made up of
members of each parish commu-

nity, meets to offer the principal
“their time and talent.”

Msgr. Zaccardo, who also served
as school administrator for Good
Shepherd, noted that the school is
not looked upon “as a typical
parish school, but has the responsi-
bility of three pastors... Everyone
tries their best to make the three
parish communities feel a part of
Good Shepherd.”

Some of the other programs that
Msgr. Zaccardo lauded include mar-
riage preparation and Pre-Cana, bap-
tism preparation, and the Filipino
Apostolate.

“You try to incorporate all these
family situations in the community
to bring them together, because
they’re all satellites out there,” Msgr.
Zaccardo said. “The unity really
comes into a great celebration of the
Liturgy on Sunday, with all the min-
istries, the cantors, lectors, altar
servers, and everyone knowing their
role. It’s an all-encompassing thing.”

Marriage preparation in the
parish centers on helping the cou-
ples not just prepare for the cere-
mony, but also building the founda-
tion for a successful marriage.
Couples meet with a priest or dea-
con to go over the guidelines of
marriage set down by the Church,
attend Pre-Cana meetings, and plan
the wedding liturgy. The process
takes a year, and “you really get to
know the couples, and get to really
celebrate a wonderful day in their
life,” asserted the monsignor.

Baptisms also provide an oppor-
tunity for couples to grow closer to
the Church, he noted. “We instruct
them on their responsibilities, on not
just being members of the parish but
instituting a sense of belonging in
the family—to walk on the faith
journey with their children.”

In discussing the growing
Filipino community within Holy
Family, Msgr. Zaccardo recognized
the efforts of the Filipino Apostolate.
The parish holds monthly Filipino

Mass, and also participates in the
Advent celebration of Simbang-
Gabi, a traditional Filipino nine-day
novena in preparation for Christmas.

“They’ve been a very vital part
of the community over the past 20
years,” Msgr. Zaccardo noted.
“They are very much interested in
the parish, the school and their
ministries.”

“We have a number of profes-
sionals in the Filipino community
here—doctors, nurses. Two times a
year they organize a health fair, with
blood pressure screenings and the
opportunity to sit down and receive
health advice from a doctor or nurse.
That’s really rare nowadays… and
it’s a big part of their apostolate,”
Msgr. Zaccardo said.

He also noted that members of
the Filipino community are well rep-
resented on the parish and finance
councils, but pointed out that “every-
one is involved in the parish.”

Every year, a festival is held in
honor of Our Lady of Sorrows, with
a traditional Italian Mass and proces-
sion through the streets with the stat-
ue of Our Lady. “During the four
days of the festival, we have about
400 volunteers that help us
out…[with] homemade Italian food,
and even homemade Filipino food,
and that brings the community
together,” Msgr. Zaccardo noted,
adding that the festival will regularly
bring in between $65,000 and
$75,000 for the parish.

Holy Family is also conduct-
ing renovations on an older
church building, which will be
converted into a parish center,
serving to increase the amount of
meeting space for community-
building events.

During his six years as pastor,
Msgr. Zaccardo has seen the parish
staff increase significantly, replace-
ment of the boiler for the church as
well as the air conditioning, install-
ment of an improved sound system
in the church, exploration of options
for the lighting systems, carpeting
and painting of the weekday chapel,
updating of the confessionals, and
strengthening of the ministries.
“There’s been so many things
done… We’re current right now, and
the people have been generous,
especially with the Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal.”

When asked what he would
say to the parish community as a
whole as he departs, Msgr. Zaccardo
said, “I would encourage them to
work together with their new pas-
tor and pastoral team, to be patient
and understanding, and try to
work together in an ever-changing
situation.”

Holy Family Parish is located at
28 Brookline Ave. in Nutley.

BY DAVID PROCH
Special to The Catholic Advocate 

The imposing church building of Holy Family Parish has been a local land-
mark since it was built and dedicated in 1965.
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Immigrants parish's spirit and strength Meet the Pastor

Msgr. Peter J.
Zaccardo

From an insignificant begin-
ning among poor people of
Italian immigrant stock, Holy
Family Parish has grown to a
position of prominence in the
Belleville-Nutley area.

Its scattered handful of
adherents of 1909 have become
the active, enterprising church
community today of some 4,300
families.

The parish has gone through
three churches in its 94 years:
the old frame church that cost
$2,000; the $160,000 yellow-
face brick building accommo-
dating 500; and the current
building that seats 1120 persons
and costing approximately a
million dollars. 

The parish began in 1909,
when Father Alfonso De Santola,
who had worked in Paterson and
Lyndhurst, started parochial
work among the Italian neighbor-
hood families. Masses were cele-
brated at first in private homes.
For several months Father De
Santola offered Mass in the homes of
Michael Stefanelli at Passaic Avenue
and Mitchell Street in Belleville and
of Ciriaco Jannarone at 14 Harrison
St. Nutley.

The first permanent church struc-
ture, still standing and now a residence
after its being remodeled, was built on
a 30 by 100-foot plot at 115 Harrison
St., Nutley. A frame building, it meas-
ured 20 by 50 feet and seated some
140 persons. 

Father James P. Smith of St. Peter’s
Parish, Belleville laid its cornerstone
in 1911. The late Dominick Ciccone
assisted Father De Santola in raising
funds. A rectory adjoining was built
about 1915.

Other pastors who led the parish

during its early years were Father
Michael Leggieri, 1916 to 1919, Father
Joseph Monastero, 1919 to 1929,
Father Salvatore Midaglia, 1929 to
1933, and Msgr. Anthony Di Luca, the
pastor, who began his administration
in 1933.

After five years of labor and census-
taking in house-to-house canvassing,
the then Father Di Luca, who had
come from a parish in West New York,
received permission from the late
Bishop Thomas J. Walsh to build a
new church and rectory on nearby
Brookline Avenue.

The church on Brookline Avenue
was dedicated on July 4, 1938, with
Bishop Walsh presiding. Of yellow-
face brick, and with a large auditorium

and stage in its basement, it was
designed by architect Anthony J.
De Pace. 

The old church and rectory
were converted at the same time
to a convent and chapel for the
use of four Sisters of the
Religious Teachers Filippini,
who came to Nutley the same
year to work among the children
and to run a day nursery.

In 1947 a brick veneer build-
ing known as the Italian
Community House, at 147
Franklin Avenue, was bought
from the Italian Community
House Association. It was con-
verted into a youth center and
served the Catholic Youth
Organization (CYO) of the grow-
ing parish for several years.

Within the last few years the
building was donated to the
Franciscan Sisters of St.
Elizabeth, renovated and remod-
eled, and put into service as the
Holy Family Day Nursery.
Headed by Mother Justina, its

first superior, the nursery has grown
and has become quite successful.

About the same time, land was pur-
chased adjoining the church property
on Brookline Avenue and extending on
Harrison Street for the erection of a
parochial school. Ground was broken
for the parish’s school in 1949. It was
completed a year later.

Msgr. Monsignor William F.
Lawlor, acting for Archbishop Walsh,
solemnly blessed it on September 10.
At the same time, a shrine in honor of
the Blessed Virgin was also constructed
adjacent to the rectory.

In 1951 a convent to house the
Sisters of the Filippini Order was built,
and was dedicated by Archbishop
Boland, who praised the work of the
Sisters and Msgr. Di Luca.

In 1955, the parish constructed a
second school building to accommo-
date the growing student population. It
had been determined that the original
school building could not support a
second floor.

The new structure, which is the third
church, is built on higher ground than
its predecessors and towers over all the
family of buildings that make up the
physical assets of Holy Family Parish.
It is the largest church in this area. On
August 28, 1965, Archbishop Thomas
A. Boland blessed the new church.

The parish school, formerly known
as Holy Family Academy, was re-
opened in 1992 as Good Shepherd
Academy. The three parishes of Nutley
(Holy Family, St. Mary’s and Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel) co-sponsor the school.
The pastor of Holy Family normally is
named the school administrator.

The parish is presently in the
process of renovating the old church on
Brookline Avenue to a Parish Center. A

Age: 66
Date of Birth: Jan. 23, 1937
High School: Our Lady of the
Valley, Orange
College/Seminary/Graduate
School: Seton Hall University and
Immaculate Conception Seminary
Heroes: “I loved Pope John
XXIII.”
Favorite Saint: St. Gerard
Favorite Sport: Ice hockey
Favorite Food: “A good plate of
pasta and veal parmigiana,” and
golombkis (stuffed cabbage)
Favorite Subject in School:
Latin
Favorite Movie: The Thorn Birds
Proudest Moment: Ordination
Last Book Read: Council by Greg
Tobin
Occupation if I Weren’t a
Priest: Teacher

One of Holy Family Parish’s traditions is the annual Our Lady of
Sorrows Festival, which features a street procession of the statue of
Our Lady through the Nutley neighborhood.

The parish has always been an active member of the Nutley community since its inception
in 1909. The parish held a balloon-raising in commemoration of the renewal of the church
in 1980, an example of the many events in the life of the parish throughout the years.

local theatre group had used the old
church shortly after the construction of
the new church in 1965.

No longer strictly an Italian parish,
Holy Family also has a growing Filipino
community, which is very active.

Msgr. Robert M. Chabak, Pastor of St.
Valentine Parish in Bloomfield, will take
over as temporary administrator at Holy
Family Parish. “I’m looking forward to
working with the parish priests, Father
Alex Barbieto and Father Anthony R.
Lipari,” he said, adding that serving as
temporary administrator is part of his
duties as Dean of Deanery 16. “Msgr.
Zaccardo is a very good administrator,
and he will do well in his new parish. He is
very well-liked by his brother priests, and
we’re sorry to lose him.”
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the Apostle Parish, Linden. He was appointed parochial vicar of
St. Joseph’s Parish, East Orange, in January 1988.

In June 1990, Father McCrone was appointed parochial vicar
of Christ the King Parish, Hillside. In January 1992, he was
appointed to service as chaplain at Bergen Pines Hospital,
Paramus. In August of that year, he was appointed to serve the
AIDS ministry, where he stayed until 1996.  

In August 1995, Father McCrone was appointed coordinator
of the Pastoral Services of the Catholic Chaplains at Bergen
Pines Hospital, Paramus, and the Bergen County Jail,
Hackensack.

In April of 1997, Father McCrone, was appointed chaplain of
the Police Department of the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey. In June 1998, he was named parochial vicar of
Annunciation Parish, Paramus.  In October of the same year, he
was named chaplain to the Bergen County Office of Highway
Safety.  For the last six years, he has served as state chaplain for
the New Jersey State Police Benevolent Association.  He has
also served as coordinator for the Annual Blue Mass for Law
Enforcement at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart,
Newark, since its inception. 

Continued from page 2

Father John M. McCroneFather Manuel D. Rios

Pastors are appointed

Corrections
Due to an editing error in our

story about student service activi-
ties at Christmastime, the Children
Helping Children program at Our
Lady of Grace Elementary School,
Fairview, was not accurately cred-
ited to that school.  

Students of Our Lady of Grace
take part in a pageant depicting
the Nativity, at which each class
performs a different Christmas
carol. All tickets proceeds go
toward purchasing a gift for chil-
dren in the Critical Care Unit of
St. Barnabas Hospital, Livingston.
Patients include children in the
burn unit, children with cancer
and children undergoing dialysis. 

The hospital provides a wish-
list of gifts, and several mothers
and grandmothers come to the
school to help wrap gifts. 

The retired Pallottine Sisters of
St. Patrick Villa, Harriman, NY,
also knit and crochet afghans to go
with each gift package. The school
principal is Sister Alice Marie
D’Onofrio, C.S.A.C., and the pas-
tor of Our Lady of Grace Parish is
Father Peter T. Sticco, S.A.C.
Both are members of their respec-
tive Pallottine communities.  

There are 351 students in the
school, so all gifts requested by
the hospital were provided. The
gifts were delivered by the pastor
and the principal. In addition, 20
families made private donations
to purchase gifts. Any leftover
monies are applied toward Easter
gifts for the children. 

CCS employee
recognized

Sister Rose Philip, O.P., a
Caldwell resident, was recog-
nized for 15 years of service
to the mission of Catholic
Community Services (CCS) at
the agency’s Employee Service
Awards.

The awards were presented
by Phillip Frese, Ph.D., CPA,
Executive Director of Catholic
Community Services. 

A member of the Dominican
Sisters of Caldwell, Sister Rose
Philip serves as a caseworker
for the Pastoral and Social
Ministry Division at Catholic
Community Services.

CCS is the nonprofit, nonsec-
tarian social service and behav-
ioral healthcare organization of
the Archdiocese of Newark. As
one of New Jersey’s largest and
oldest community service agen-
cies, it operates 95 programs
throughout Bergen, Essex,
Hudson and Union Counties and
srving more than 100,000 people
of all faiths each year.

The Village Centre • PO Box 509 • Bangall, NY 12506
800-334-5425 • www.syversentouring.com

Madeira Island, Lisbon & Fatima, Portugal
& Santiago de Compostela

March 4-14 • $1795.00

Lourdes & Fatima
May 5-15 • $1995.00 / August 5-15 • $2095.00

Fatima, Portugal
Batalha, Nazare, Coimbra & more

May 8-15 • $1395.00 / October 7-15 • $1450.00

Poland
Krakow, Zakopane, Auschwitz, Wieliczka, Czestochowa & Warsaw

May 31-June 8 • $1995.00

France
La Salette, Ars, Paray la Monial, Nevers, Lisieux, Paris & Lourdes

September 20-30 • $2295.00

Italy
San Giovanni (Padre Pio), Monte Cassino, Cascia, Norcia, Subiaco,

Assisi, Loreto & Rome
October 18-28 • $2495.00

Prices are all-inclusive from NY/NJ
(Ask about our low add-on fares from your departure city)

Many people who live alone can go for days without talking to another
person. Our pleasant home may be a welcome solution when independ-
ent living becomes difficult and living with family is impractical. 
Come be a part of our extended family.

Colonial Sheltered Care Home
• Family-Owned & Operated Since 1980
• Medication Supervision
• State Licensed 
• Meals and Laundry 

• 24 Hours Staffing • Female Residents Only
• Lovely Neighborhood
• Personal Care Assistance
• Rates $1250-$1600 a month

Call For More Information (973) 743-4143
90 Williamson Ave., Bloomfield, NJ 

DDo You Need Healing?
Find Hope in Prayer!

If you or someone you care about needs healing, be it
physical, emotional, or spiritual, take comfort in the healing
power of prayer.  Please join the Discalced Carmelites in 
our devotions for Health and Healing.

We will remember your special intentions in two
Novenas of Masses for Health and Healing beginning 
January 23, our special Mass for Healing on January 27, and our Feast Day Masses 
honoring Our Lady of Lourdes on February 11 at Holy Hill and in Lourdes, France.

Please include my intentions in your Health and Healing devotions beginning January 23.  
I am enclosing a gift of $ _______ in support of Discalced Carmelite ministries.

❐  My gift is $12 or more.  Please send me _______ Blessed Lourdes Healing Rosary(ies).
Please note:  the suggested offering is $12 for each Rosary requested.  You must 
check box to receive item.

My Intentions  _____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

City  ______________________________________State  _______________ Zip  _______________

Phone  ___________________________________ Email  ___________________________________
We’re pleased to accept your offering in the form of cash, check, or money order.
Please make your check or money order payable to the Discalced Carmelite Friars.

Please fill out this form completely and mail to:

DISCALCED CARMELITE FRIARS •  C/O HEALTH AND HEALING DEVOTIONS

1525 CARMEL ROAD •  HUBERTUS, WI 53033-9407  •  (262) 628-1838

This stunning sacramental 
is perfect for use in your private 
devotions... or as a great gift 
for someone special.

• Heart-shaped beads 
with blue pearl finish.

• Centerpiece medal contains 
healing waters from the 
Lourdes Grotto in France.

• Finely etched silver-
tone crucifix.

• Blessed by the Discalced 
Carmelite Friars.

You may request the Lourdes Rosary 
with your gift of $12 or more in support of

Discalced Carmelite ministries.

TThe  Lou rde s  
Hea l i ng  Rosa ry

✁

DC122CA-04

Don’t spend the harsh winter alone!



January 7, 2004 Page 15Local News

Society for the
Prop of Faith
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Milestones 2003
Inevitable transition, ongo-

ing challenges and major mile-
stones marked the year in
which the Archdiocese of
Newark inaugurated a celebra-
tion of the 150th anniversary of
its founding.

January
Parishes throughout the

Archdiocese of Newark prepare
for the 30th annual March for
Life in Washington, DC to
protest the U.S. Supreme Court
decision legalizing abortion…
Archbishop Myers throws his
full support behind Healing the
Body of Christ, a new program of
RENEW International designed

Continued on page 18

to help dioceses and parishes
with healing and spiritual renew-
al in confronting the clergy sexu-
al abuse crisis facing the Church
in the United States… Treating it
as a bias crime, authorities launch
an intense investigation into the
vandalism of statues at several
churches and a hospital of the
Archdiocese… Daniel J. O’Hern,
a retired Associate of the New
Jersey Supreme Court, is
appointed by the Archbishop as
his special adviser with respect to
cases before the Archdiocesan
Response Team, a panel charged
with investigating allegations of
sexual misconduct.

“Archbishop Myers has taken particular care in
ensuring that the allegations concerning children are
thoroughly evaluated.   Archbishop Myers appointed
a retired New Jersey State Supreme Court Justice to
assist the Archbishop in evaluating matters of law and
evidence with respect to the review board’s conclu-
sions and recommendations. Archbishop Myers has
advised that he and/or his delegate have met with vic-
tims and/or their families.”  

The archdiocesan lay review board has been in
place since 1993, and was among the first such inde-
pendent group in a dioceses. Similarly, the 1993 poli-
cies, implemented to conform to the provisions of
New Jersey state law concerning child sexual abuse,
were built on an earlier policy that had been in place
from the mid 1980’s. 

The summary highlighted the fact that the
Archdiocese “has gone beyond requirements in its
cooperation with county prosecutors pursuant to a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the
Archdiocese and the respective prosecutors. The
MOU provides, among other things, for the prompt
reporting of certain crimes including sexual abuse of
a minor when such crimes come to the knowledge of
Archdiocesan personnel. The personnel report to an
Archdiocesan liaison who in turn immediately con-
tacts the county prosecutor liaison.”

The summary also noted that the Archdiocese had

February
The Archdiocese of Newark

is again well represented at the
annual March for Life in the
nation’s capital…In strong and
unequivocal terms, the Catholic
bishops of New Jersey issue a
stern statement opposing State
Senate and Assembly bills that
would allow human stem cell
research… Two weeks later the
controversial legislation is
tabled… The annual Catholic
Scout Awards Sunday Prayer
Service is held in the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart…
Msgr. Walter G. Jarvais, 99, the
oldest priest in the Archdiocese,
passes away, the Mass of
Christian Burial is celebrated in
Saint Mary of the Assumption
Parish, Elizabeth.

March
Assumption Academy, Emer-

son, becomes the first school in
the tri-state area to be certified
as a Homeland Security
site…The Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart is the site of
two joyous celebrations, 825
candidates and their sponsors
attend a Call to Continuing Con-
version, while 382 catechumens

are called to election…The
Archdiocese celebrates Girl
Scout Sunday.

April
A two-count indictment is

handed down against a Newark
man charged in January in connec-
tion with a series of statue-smash-
ing incidents affecting the
Archdiocese and several other sites

added a Victim’s Assistance Coordinator to its poli-
cies and procedures to provide the critical aspects of
a victim outreach program, as called for in the Char-
ter. This Victim’s Assistance Coordinator, independ-
ent of the Archdiocese, makes available counseling
and other support services to those who have brought
allegations to the Archdiocese.   

Although the audit was concerned only with the
addition of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator, the
Archdiocese has since the inception of the review
board in 1993 regularly provided counseling and
other support services to individuals who requested
such services.

In the areas of safe environment programs, back-
ground checks and codes of conduct for clergy,
Religious and lay staff and volunteers, the auditors
noted that the Archdiocese had made significant
progress in implementation.  In September, the audi-
tors asked the Archdiocese to accelerate full imple-
mentation of these specific provisions of the Charter.  

It is the goal of this local Church of Newark that
everyone who works with children and young adults
receive training in sexual abuse awareness and appro-
priate background screening, and acknowledge the
Archdiocesan policies and procedures for complying
with both the Charter and New Jersey state law.  

These efforts are still under way, as they are in
most dioceses across the country.  In addition, the
Archdiocese has gone beyond the requirements of
the Charter with the addition of a Compliance Officer
it is to monitor how parishes, schools and institutions
adhere to the Charter. 

Continued from page 1

Audit summary

YOUR INFORMATION:

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________ City____________________________

State:______________ Zip:______________________ Phone (________) _____________________________

Check/MO # _________  MC ___ Visa___ Acct # ________________________________________________

Exp. Date:_______________ Signature:______________________________________________________

SEND GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:
Name:

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________________________ State:________ Zip:____________

Make check payable to: The Catholic Advocate • 171 Clifton Ave • Box 9500 • Newark, NJ 07104

Renew your faith, or a friend’s, by subscribing to The Catholic Advocate
❑ 1 Year $15           ❑ 3 Years $35       ❑ New       ❑ Renewal       ❑ Gift

Please address any questions to Mark Chrisco (973) 497-4195 • chriscma@rcan.org
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HELP WANTED

GUARANTEES FULL SERVICE
FOR YOUR SATISFACTION

• Specializing in 
FILIPINO DOMESTIC HELPERS

• Provides well-trained, dedicated
and honest live-in or live-out 
NANNIES • BABYSITTERS

HOUSEKEEPERS • COUPLES
COMPANIONS • COOKS

HOUSEMEN •CHAUFFEURS
Office Addresses:

1921 Morris Avenue
Union, NJ 07083
(908) 688-1888

P.O. Box 1877 • NY, NY 10159
Tel: (212) 683-4634

Asst. Housemother
PRO-LIFE OPENINGS

At the Several Sources Shelter.
Our non-profit, non-sectarian
shelters for pregnant women are
in need of kind, compassionate
individuals to fill the following
opening: Title: Live-in Assistant
Housemother, $9,500 to $11,500
per year. Drivers License req’d. If
you would like to receive specific
job descriptions and an outline of
our Prolife work, please contact
Kathleen Wrona or Susan Lloyd,
PO Box 157, Ramsey, NJ 07446,
(201)  818-9033.

Part Time
TELEMARKETING

Flexible hours in the
afternoon/evening/weekend,
make your own schedule.
Looking for high energy and
friendly individuals to assists in
making follow-up fundraising calls
on behalf of non-profit organiza-
tions. Up to $10/hr.!! Near
Willowbrook Mall. Call Katie after
2 p.m. at (973) 575-9196, fax
request at (973) 575-5614.

Child care
NIGHT WATCHMAN

Full time opening in a small resi-
dential school for Classified ED
boys ages 6-14. Hours are 12
midnight - 8:00 a.m. weekdays
and weekends. Part time open-
ings–weekends. Child care or
security experience helpful.
Retirees welcome. Salary nego-
tiable. Interested applicants
please fax or mail resume to:
Sister Dorothy Sheahan, Director;
Mt. St. Joseph Children’s Center,
124 Shepherds Lane, Totowa, NJ
07512, fax (973) 595-1930.

Training
$250 TO $500 A WEEK

Will train to work at home helping
the US Government file
HUD/FHA mortgage refunds. No
experience necessary. Call Toll
Free 1-866-537-2906.

FURNITURE STRIPPING &
REFINISHING 

All types of wood, metal,
doors,  shutters, fireplaces &
antiques.  All types power-
washing, decks, concrete &
homes. Home improvements. 
(973) 328-8922

NOVENAS

SERVICES OFFERED

WANTED TO BUY
Furniture

MAHOGANY WANTED
Dining rooms, bedrooms, break-
fronts, secretaries, one piece or
complete contents. Call Bill at
(973) 586-4804.

CHINESE SUNDAY
MASS

Holy Cross Church,
Harrison also
Middlesex/Keansburg
(908) 303-0467
ccsc.catholicworld.info

ANNOUNCEMENT

Reach 300,000+ 
readers!

BLOW OUT CARPET SALE!
Commercial - $7.99 per yard
installed. Residential - $8.99 per
yard installed. Also ceramic tile,
hardwood floors and laminated
floors. Call (908) 209-9121.

COURAGE
An Archdiocesan-sponsored spiritual support 

group for persons experiencing same-sex 
attractions who desire to lead a chaste life in 

accord with Catholic teaching on homosexuality.

For information, call 973-509-7839
(All calls confidential)

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred Heart of
Jesus, pray for us St. Jude, work-
er of miracles, pray for us. St.
Jude helper of the hopeless, pray
for us. Amen. Say this prayer nine
times a day for nine days.
Published in gratitude. Thank you
St. Jude.                     P.L.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
OF CAMPUS MINISTRY

Saint Peter's College, the Jesuit College of New Jersey, is seeking an Assistant 
Director of Campus Ministry to work with the Director in executing the 
programs of Campus Ministry and in addressing the Spiritual, Religious and 
Ministerial needs of the Saint Peter's College Community. Primary Ministerial 
responsibilities include nurturing and developing a program of retreats 
including the training and leadership building of peer ministers. You will 
also collaborate with various members of the College Community and 
Campus Ministry on programs and initiatives including Roman Catholic, 
ecumenical, and interfaith liturgies, social justice, spiritual growth programs, 
community service, RCIA, and College Committees.

A Graduate Degree in Theology, Pastoral Studies or related area is preferred 
and at least three years in Campus Ministry or Pastoral experience that 
compliments the mission of Campus Ministry at a very diverse College. 
Experience with liturgical music and/or international service projects preferred. 
The successful candidate should possess good interpersonal, organizational, 
and communication skills, and be committed to the mission, values, and 
ideals of a Jesuit education and Saint Peter's College.

AVAILABILITY: IMMEDIATE
SALARY: COMMENSURATE WITH EXPERIENCE

Interested applicants may submit a resume to:

Saint Peter's College
The Office of Human Resources
39 Glenwood Avenue, Jersey City, NJ 07002 
E-mail: hrdept@spc.edu. 
Review of applicants will begin immediately
and continue until the positions are filled. We
do not acknowledge receipt of applications.
Saint Peter's College is an Equal
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power
to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent peti-
tion. In return I promise to make
your name known and cause you
to be invoked. Say three Our
Fathers, three Hail Marys and
Glorias. Publication must be
promised. St. Jude pray for us all
who invoke your aid. Amen. This
Novena  has never been known
to fail. This Novena must be said
for 9 consecutive days. 
Thanks                            R.J.

Father Lester A. McGuiness, pastor, 81
A Mass of

Christian Burial
was celebrated
Dec. 13 for Father
Lester A. McGuin-
ness, 81, who died
Dec. 9. 

A native of
Jersey City, Father
McGuiness was
ordained in 1949
afterattending Immaculate Conception
Seminary when it was in Darlington.
He was also a graduate of Seton Hall
University. 

Sister Anne Guinee, teacher and principal

Sister Mary Schimizzi, M.P.F., retired teacher
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrat-

ed Dec. 18 for Sister Mary Schimizzi,
M.P.F., 79, who died on Dec. 15. 

Sister Mary entered the Religious
Teachers Filippini in 1939. She received a
Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in
Education, both from Seton Hall University. 

Ministering as a teacher for almost 40

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrat-
ed on Tuesday, Nov. 18, for Sister Anne
Guinee (formerly Sister Grace Michella), a
Sister of Charity of Saint Elizabeth, 
who died Friday, Nov. 14, in Morristown
Memorial Hospital at the age of 84. 

Sister Anne was born in Plainfield, the
daughter of Daniel and Susan Guinee.  She
entered the Sisters of Charity on Sept. 4,
1937 and was a member for 66 years. 

Sister Anne received her BA from the
College of Saint Elizabeth, Convent
Station; her MA in History from Montclair
State University, Montclair, and in Per-
sonnel and Guidance from Seton Hall
University, South Orange.  

Sister Anne taught in Holy Cross
School, Harrison, from 1938-1950; St.
Agnes, Paterson, from 1950-1951; St.
Vincent Academy, Newark, from 1951-

Ministering in the Archdiocese of
Newark for 43 years, his assignments
included serving as parochial vicar at Holy
Spirit/Our Lady Help of Christians Parish,
East Orange; St. Anne Parish, Garwood;
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, South
Orange; Saint Francis de Sales Parish,
Lodi, and St. Aloysius Parish, Caldwell. He
also served as pastor at Holy Trinity Parish,
Fort Lee.

Father McGuinness was active in the
Knights of Columbus and Boy Scouts of
America. He retired from active ministry in
1992 and was residing in Allenhurst at the
time of his death.

1956; and the College of St. Elizabeth,
Convent, from 1956-1958.  

After serving as principal of East Orange
Catholic High School, from 1958-1964,
Sister Anne taught in the Academy of St.
Aloysius, Jersey City, from 1964-1966; St.
Mary, Elizabeth, from 1966-1969.  After
receiving an MA in Guidance, Sr. Anne
taught in Essex County Community College
from 1970-1973.  From 1973, Sister Anne
served in hospital ministry; Alexian Brothers
Hospital, Elizabeth, from 1973-1977; St.
Elizabeth Hospital, Elizabeth, from 1977-
1983; Bellevue Hospital Center, New York
City, from 1983-1989; Saint Anne Villa,
Convent Station, from 1989-1991, and St.
Barnabas, Bronx, from 1991-1992.  

Sister Anne retired in 1996 but continued
to volunteer in St. Joseph Children Center,
Totowa.  

years in various states, her assignments in the
Archdiocese of Newark included teaching at
the following elementary schools: Holy
Rosary, Jersey City; St. Francis Xavier and
Mount Carmel, Newark, and Our Lady
Queen of Peace, Maywood.

Sister Mary retired to the infirmary at
Villa Walsh in Convent Station in 2000.

Place a
Novena for

only $30
call Ramona

(973) 
497-4200

FATHER McGUINESS

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
O most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity. O Star
of the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. O Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
secure me in my necessity (make
request). There are none that can
withstand your power. O Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee (3
times). I place this cause in your
hands (3 times). Amen. Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days.
Novena is published in gratitude.    

E.D.

Pray for Vocations
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Church

Bayonne
St. Vincent dePaul Church

Bayonne

St. Aloysius Church
Caldwell

St. Francis Church
Hoboken

St. Michael Church
Cranford
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WE WILL HAUL EVERYTHING AWAY • SPECIALIZING IN ESTATE CLEANOUTS!
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL, SAME DAY SERVICE

FULLY INSURED & BONDED • FREE ESTIMATES

WE CLEAN:ATTICS • BASEMENTS • GARAGES • YARDS • APARTMENTS • OFFICES

WE REMOVE: UNWANTED FURNITURE • APPLIANCES • CONCRETE

WE DEMOLISH : ABOVE GROUND POOLS & SHEDS • GARAGES & DECKS

www.rickscleanouts.com
201-342-9333 • 973-340-7454

RUBBISH REMOVAL SERVICE

530 HIGH MOUNTAIN ROAD
FRANKLIN LAKES, NEW JERSEY 07417
201-891-4770
Four Generations of Families Serving Families
Jonathan Vander Plaat, Manager

MEMORIAL HOME INC.

Call Us For All Your Homecare Needs
201-656-9012

Fax#: 201-656-9511
Main#: 201-656-6001

VISITING HOMEMAKER

SERVICE of Hudson County

Stock & Custom Flags & Banners
U.S • Foreign • Religious

Street Banners • Mourning Drapes
T-Shirts • Hats • Mugs

Fund Raising Specialties
109 N. Feltus St. • So. Amboy

AMEX Mastercard VISA

Phone
(732)

721-2121

Fax
(732)

721-0089

since     1939

When you need a

GOOD LAWYER…
ANTHONY J. RIPOSTA

Counselor At Law
CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY
Call Today For A FREE Consultation

201-991-0067
432 Ridge Road, North Arlington

• ROOF RESTORATIONS • SLATE & TILE
• COPPER WORK • VICTORIAN SHINGLES

“CHURCHES A SPECIALITY”
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1973

(201) 955-1700
Fax (201) 955-2634
Website: www.bowerandco.com

NATIONAL
ROOFING
CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

SERVING NEW JERSEY
& NEW YORK

The African Art Museum
of the S.M.A. Fathers

23 Bliss Avenue, Tenafly
(201) 894-8611

Exhibitions • Gallery Talks
Films • Lectures • Concerts

ROOFING REMOVAL SERVICE

FLAGS/BANNERS

REMOVAL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME HOME IMPROVEMENT

HEALTHCARE

ENTERTAINMENT

LEGAL SERVICES

LEGAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GREG’S
Rubbish
Removal
Service
973731-1698

Special 
10% OFF

Jan.-Feb.

Attics • Basements Garages •
Appliances

Moving or Estate Cleanout •
Complete House Cleanout •
Complete Yard Clean-up & 

Snow Removal
SAME DAY SERVICE

CREDIT PROBLEMS? CASH PROBLEMS?
We have the

MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS
• No Application Fee with this Ad

• Consolidate high debts
• Financing up to 125% of value
• Pay off tax liens and judgments

• Bankruptcy OK  • Stop foreclosure proceedings
• Purchase and refinance • No income verification

800-866-0044 Ext. 226
For a FREE Consultation, ask for Ron Sauro

Paramount Funding

REMOVAL SERVICE

MITO’S
Rubbish & Removal Service

Remove appliances & furniture, 
demolition work, complete house clean out. 

We clean garages, basements, attics and backyards.
Remove sheds, pools. 

FULL insurance. FREE estimates. 
We will haul everything away. 

NJ licensed. 
Call (201) 803-0787 • (973) 340-3378 or

(973) 445-0835

BATHROOMS
Complete Job  $5,49900

Tub • Diverter  • Ceramic Tile In 
Shower Area &  Floor •  

• Toilet Bowl • Medicine Cabinet • Light •
24” Vanity • Sink • Faucet

30 yrs Experience; Ref.
Ask about our kitchens with 60% off
• Satisfaction Guaranteed •

Call 973-831-7877

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHARITY

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE
Cars, Trucks, Vans, RV’s, Boats

• Get a Tax Deduction
• Free Pick-up

• Running or Not!
• We Do All Paperwork

Don’t get hassled
selling a used

car– if you item-
ize, you may be
ahead with a tax
deduction and
helping charity.

The Shepherds of Youth was organized to foster
the activities of the Vocationist Fathers and
Sisters. Essential to their efforts to provide a qual-
ity education to the children
of the poor, is their work at
St. Michael’s School, K-8th
grade, and the Perpetual
Help Day Nursery.

800-320-0476

Financial Woes? Need help working
out debt or credit problems? Call me…

100 Executive Dr. • Suite 100
West Orange, NJ 07052
(973) 243-8600 • Fax (973) 243-8677

metully@brtlawfirm.com

60 Park Pl. • 21st Fl.
Newark, NJ 07102
(973) 733-3400 • Fax (973) 733-3411

MARY ELLEN TULLY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

BOOKER, RABINOWITZ, TRENK, LUBETKIN, TULLY,
DIPASQUALE & WEBSTER, P.C.

ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
HOME IMPROVEMENT SALE

Vinyl Siding • Roofing • Windows • General Construction
No Down Payment Required • New Home Owners Welcomed

FHA Financing • Payments only if satisfied

Call for FREE ESTIMATE

201-617-1418
“Fully Insured”



Page  18 January 7, 2004Local News

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
“Baby Angelique was saved from 
abortion and born on 10-16-03. We
struggle to keep our prolife shelters
open to provide a choice for over 200
pregnant women who call our hotline
monthly. Your contributions can help
save many of God’s innocent preborn
children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

For further information contact:

Several Sources Foundation
P.O. Box 157

Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277

Visit our websites:
www.severalsourcesfd.org
www.thechoicegame.org

www.chastitycall.org
All contributions are tax deductible.

Dignity, Independence and
Friends Just Like Family 

OVER 90 YEARS

❑ Please send for a FREE brochure

Name______________________________

Address_____________________________

____________________________

Phone    ___________________________

One Bishops’ Drive
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

609-895-1937-St. Mary’s
609-896-0006 x2695-St. Joseph’s

www.morrishall.org

CA

PEACE OF MIND
Loved ones experience compas-

sionate and seasoned care in
suites and apartments in our warm

home like atmosphere.
Campus shared with St. Lawrence

Rehabilitation Center

We’re closer than you think.
Just off Rt. I-95 near Princeton

Continued from page 15
in Newark …With the nation on
alert against possible acts of ter-
rorism, schools throughout the
Archdiocese are doing their part
to ensure the safety of students
and reinforce faith-based values
… Archbishop Myers expresses
confidence in the “goodness and
generosity” of the people and
priests of the Archdiocese despite
the “challenging time facing the
Annual Archbishop’s Appeal …
In his annual Easter message,
Archbishop Myers says “as we
continue in hope to pray for peace
in our world, may we come to
know more deeply the Lord pres-
ent to us.”

May
It is announced that Bishop

Francis Essex Catholic Regional
High School, East Orange, an all-
male facility, will cease operations
at the end of the school year ... 
Louis P. Amato, who had man-
aged and overseen some of the
largest and best known medical
centers in New Jersey, is named
the new president of the Cathedral
Healthcare System…Members of
the emergency medical services
throughout the Archdiocese fill
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, Newark, on Divine
Mercy Sunday for an inaugural
Mass honoring their profession…
Fourteen men are ordained to the
Diaconate during Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica…Catholic Com-
munity Services marks a century
of service throughout the Arch-
diocese…The educational excel-

2003 review lence provided by Archdiocesan
schools is recognized at the first
annual Staff, Teachers, Admin-
istrators Recognition (STAR)
awards ceremony at the Cathedral
Basilica… A dozen new priests are
ordained by Archbishop Myers.

June
Emotions runs high as 18 men

are ordained to the permanent dia-
conate…Greg Tobin, a writer, edi-
tor and publishing company exec-
utive, becomes the new editor and
associate publisher of The
Catholic Advocate…Acting Essex
County Prosecutor Donald C.
Campolo announces the arrest of
two men for allegedly starting the
Boland Hall fire at Seton Hall
University in January 2000 that
killed three students and injured
53 others…With the closing of
Bishop Francis Essex Catholic
High School, the Archdiocese
provides affected students with
the opportunity to continue their
Catholic education.

July
His Holiness Pope John Paul II

appoints Father Edgar M. daCunha,
S.D.V. as an Auxiliary Bishop of
Newark becoming the first
Brazilian-born and first Vo-
cationist named a bishop for 
service in this country ... The
Archdiocese issued a revised pol-
icy regarding allegations of sexual
misconduct by Archdiocesan per-
sonnel. It replaces a policy that
had been in effect since 1993.

August
Although details need to be

completed, the Archdiocese agrees
in principle to a state and city plan
to utilize the former Bishop Francis

Essex Catholic High School cam-
pus in East Orange in the fall  ...  A
strongly worded Vatican docu-
ment, opposing proposed legisla-
tion to recognize homosexual
unions, “reaffirms Church teaching
that the sacrament of marriage is a
life-long commitment between a
man and a woman” Archbishop
Myers declares.

September
“All I had to say was yes,”

declares Bishop Edgar da
Cunha, S.D.V. as he is ordained
an Auxiliary Bishop of Newark
before a full Cathedral Basilica
of the Sacred Heart…
Archbishop Myers visits
Visitation School, Jersey City,
and meets with and answers
questions from students…It was
the first of several visits made by
the Archbishop to mark the
beginning of the new school
year…Poles from throughout
the Archdiocese fill the
Cathedral Basilica for a Mass of
Thanksgiving marking the 25th
anniversary of the Pope John
Paul II’s pontificate.

October
The “calling to vocations is

universal” declares Father Brian
Plate, director of the Archdiocesan
Vocations Office, explaining his
ministry ... The legal profession is
“blessed by God with a noble
task,” Bishop J. Serratelli declares
at the 19th annual  Red Mass at
the Cathedral Basilica ... The
Archdiocese of Newark officially
begins its anniversary celebration
of 150 years of serving the faithful
of New Jersey with a special Mass
celebrated by Archbishop Myers.

SMA FATHERS

2x5
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... Carla Costa of St. Vincent
Academy is awarded the presti-
gious Nonpublic Teacher of the
Year award at ceremonies in
Trenton…The Archdioceses hon-
ors firefighters and those in law
enforcement at separate Masses
at the Cathedral Basilica…
Stewardship Day–A Day of
Discipleship is held at Seton Hall
University.

November
The Archdiocese institutes a

program for a safe environment
that includes training for all
Archdiocesan and parish person-
nel who have regular contact with
minors….The Youth Ministry
honors its young people and adult
volunteers during Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica ... The reli-
gious evolution in New Jersey
during the half-century since the
founding of the Institute of
Judaeo-Christian Studies at Seton
Hall University is the subject of a

display on the South Orange cam-
pus ... William J. Corrigan, a law
enforcement professional, is
appointed the Safe Environment
Officer for the Archdiocese of
Newark.

December
The controversy over Mel

Gibson’s film, The Passion of
Christ, is explored at an inter-reli-
gious forum co-sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Newark and
American Jewish Committee…
Through special programs and
activities, students in school
throughout the Archdiocese reach
out to the less fortunate for the
Christmas season ... Catholic
Community Services opens new
headquarters in East Orange ...
Baseball legends Cal Ripkin, Jr.,
Hank Aaron and Reggie Jackson
speak to students at St. Benedict’s
Preparatory School, Newark ...
The annual Midnight Mass is cel-
ebrated at the Cathedral Basilica.



January 7, 2004 Page 19

Torch run illuminates hard
plight of Latino immigrants

For the second year in a row,
Hispanics in the Archdiocese of
Newark showed their devotion
to Our Lady of Guadalupe while
standing in solidarity with un-
documented immigrants and
families separated by borders.

Over 1000 people gathered
outside and inside the church of
St. Augustine in Union City to
welcome runners from the
Archdiocese of Newark partici-
pating in the Guadalupan Torch
Run.

The run is an annual pilgrim-
age organized by the Tepeyac
Association of New York, a non-
profit group that seeks social
welfare and human rights for
Latino immigrants, and coordi-
nated for the past two years with
Catholic dioceses and churches
on both sides of the U.S.-Mex-
ican border. 

The event is meant to bring
awareness to the plight of undoc-

umented workers in the United
States (in particular to Mexicans,
who have a strong devotion to
Our Lady of Guadalupe) who
often live and work under
extremely poor and exploitative
conditions. The message of the
runners is a request for dignity,
respect and human and civil
rights.

Originating in New York City
six years ago, Mexican youths
would run a course on the streets
through the five boroughs, carry-
ing blessed lit torches to area
churches. The torches symbolize
“the faith of the Mexican people,
which is alive wherever they
live,” states the Tepeyac As-
sociation of New York.  

Last year, at the urging of
Edward Cardinal Egan, Arch-
diocese of New York, the run
began in the Basilica of
Guadalupe in Mexico City, tra-
versing 45 cities, including 10 in
Mexico and 35 in the United
States.

This year after being received

by Auxiliary Bishop of Newark,
Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V. at the
entrance of the church, where he
lit a holy candle with the blessed
torch, the runners and the rest
of the congregation proceeded
inside for a special liturgy.

Observing that in receiving
the torch “we remember the light
in each of us,” Bishop da Cunha,
in his homily, expressed the
notion that Our Lady of
Guadalupe “is present in our dif-
ficult times. We aren’t alone…
We have a mother who helps us,
guides us…who lights our path,
though it seems we are walking
in the dark.”

Referring to the plight of
families that are divided be-
cause of immigration issues, he
said those should pray to her
“for our families—families that
are separated and broken, that
are suffering.

“She is a part of our lives, our
history, our Church and our faith,”
he continued, adding that she is
always present for all people.

Maricela Quintana, Director
of the Archdiocesan Hispanic
Apostolate, coordinated the
event at St. Augustine’s, along
with the parish’s Association of
United Guadalupans (Asociación
de Guadalupanos Unidos).

Explaining that this is an
important event for the
Archdiocese of Newark, Quin-
tana asserts that the partici-

pants are “running for the dig-
nity of people divided by a
frontier. As a Church, we
should stand in solidarity with
the undocumented.”

Father Pedro Navarro, Pastor
of St. Augustine’s, noted that
Our Lady of Guadalupe joins
people together. “It goes beyond
regions,” he emphasized. “It is a
devotion that unites.” 

Local News

Thirty-eight youths and young adults from the Archdiocese of Newark, with
Bishop da Cunha, after a Mass to celebrate their arrival at St. Augustine Parish,
Union City, from Philadelphia, completing their leg of the Guadalupan Torch
Run, which started in Mexico City in October. Many of them were invited to con-
tinue on to St. Patrick’s Cathedral the following day, where the pilgrimage ended.
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Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM

w w w . v a l l e y n a t i o n a l b a n k . c o m    1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 2 - 4 1 0 0

Free Checking.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance.

Although this offer is for new account holders only, 
we have similar great options for our current customers. 

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Cardsm…free fi rst order of Deluxe 

wallet style checks…free on-line banking and bill payment.

It’s the Perfect Switchsm!!!
Valley has a free and easy solution to move your banking 
accounts to us. Visit one of Valley’s 129 offi ces for details.

Valley’s 
Perfect Switchsm took 

the hassle out of 
moving from my 

old bank. 

PERFECT_SWITCH_AD.indd   1 12/29/03   11:25:52 AM



1155 E. Jersey Street, Elizabeth
908/352-9200

www.carteretsenior.com

Stop by and
inquire about our
complimentary

respite stay.

great food good times special care welcome home

Now the loved one in your life can
have everything they need...
and then some. 

When you choose Carteret Senior
Living, you’re choosing more than a
seniors’ community, you’re choosing 
a home. We offer exceptional
accommodations and discounts on
our beautiful private apartments and
service with a smile. We have special
activities, transportation, dining, and
more. Plus, it’s nice to know 24-hour
assistance is always available.

Whatever you need, Carteret Senior
Living has all the comforts of home...
at an affordable price.

Complimentary Tours 7 Days Per Week

GRACIOUS LIVING AT
AN AFFORDABLE PRICE

Assisted Living With The
Elegance You Deserve
NOW... MEDICAID ACCEPTED
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Prayer for Vocations
Gracious God,
You show your favor to us
through the many gifts you give us.

You sent Jesus, your beloved son,
as your servant of justice in our world.
Open our minds and hearts
to hear your call to us today.
Guide women and men
to use their gifts to serve the Church
and continue the mission of Jesus.

We offer this prayer
through Christ and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.

2003 NCCV

At our Baptism, we are charged with a mis-
sion. We are called, as Jesus was in His time,
to bring the good news to all people. 

When Jesus was baptized by John, the
voice of God was heard saying, “This is my
beloved Son…” We too are the “beloved” of
God. How will we follow Christ in witnessing
and bringing the “good news”? By hearing and
responding to our vocation.   

Here at the Archdiocesan Vocations Office
we try to create awareness activities so our
young people in elementary and high school
may begin to respond to a possible invitation
to the priesthood and Religious life.

In preparation for National Vocations
Awareness Week we have sent, from the
National Coalition for Church Vocations (the
national vocations office), to all Archdiocesan
schools, age appropriate resources that include
lesson plans and student activities, as well as
liturgy planning guides, homily notes and gen-
eral intercessions to be used in parishes.

Schools visits of clergy and Religious
coordinated by our office continue. During
this special week, we have scheduled visits
to the following schools: St. Theresa of the
Child, Linden; St. John Nepomucene, North
Bergen; Our Lady of Mercy Interparochial,
Park Ridge, and St. Mary of the Assumption,
Elizabeth.

BY SISTER MARY CRUCIFIX PANDULLO, C.S.JB. 
Associate Director, Vocations Office

Full plate for Vocations Office

The CatholicAdvocate

From upper left, clockwise: Father Brian G. Plate, Director of the
Office of Vocations for the Archdiocese of Newark; David Thomas
Sison, seminarian, Immaculate Conception Seminary; the Vocations
Office staff, Nancy Yarish, Sister Mary Crucifix Pandullo, C.S.JB.,
and Barbara Kelly; at a concert for vocations (left to right) Most Rev.
Arthur J. Serratelli, Auxiliary Bishop of Newark, pianist David
Maiullo, soprano Valerie Sue Muller and Father Plate; Religious sis-
ters worshiping at a Mass on Nov. 23 in North Arlington.

Vocations Awareness Week, Jan. 11-16
‘ You are my beloved’ is theme for national, local Church focus

Special Supplement to
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Since 1856, the College
Seminary of the Immaculate
Conception at Saint Andrew’s
Hall, Seton Hall University, South
Orange, has been educating
young men and forming new
priests. Formerly known as the
Minor Ecclesiastical Preparatory
Seminary of the Immaculate
Conception, originally located in
Madison, it is an institution that
emphasizes academic excellence
and intellectual activity. But more,
importantly, it is a place that fos-
ters community, the basis of
Christian living and way of life of
the priesthood. 

“Community is part of what
Christianity is about. Jesus didn’t
live alone…Community, or fra-
ternity—whatever you call it—is
integral to someone discerning
for the priesthood or in forma-
tion,” asserted Father Joseph J.

Reilly, Rector at Saint Andrew’s. 
With eight seniors graduating

this spring, there are 20 “college
seminarians” altogether, living in a
residence on campus, under the
guidance and supervision of
Father Reilly, Father James F.
Spera, Vice Rector, and Father
Stanley J. Gomes, Spiritual
Director. The majority is from the
Archdiocese of Newark, though
some are from other dioceses in
New Jersey, and one is from
Nashville, TN, another from
Grand Rapids, MI.

Raising awareness of voca-
tions is a primary task of the
Archdiocesan Vocations Office.
Through school visits, youth
retreats and other venues for
educating and promoting, the
office “plants the seeds”
regarding vocations and the
Consecrated life, says Father
Brian G. Plate, Director.

Potential seminarians in the

College seminary community

The chapel at Saint Andrew’s is a place of spiritual solitude for many.

Archdiocese of Newark go
through the Vocations Office,
where they are interviewed and
their applications further
processed. The office and
Vocations board then makes a
recommendation to Archbishop
John J. Myers, which he accepts
or rejects. Upon acceptance, the
board recommends what semi-
nary or institution the individual
should be placed in. 

Father Plate explains that they
usually send to Saint Andrew’s
men who are relatively young and
who do not already have an under-
graduate degree. 

“There’s a great spirit of coop-
eration between our office and
Saint Andrew’s. We’re all working
together for the future of these
young men’s hopes and dreams,”
Father Plate pointed out.

Students at the college semi-
nary major in philosophy but
may minor in any subject with-
in the university’s College of
Arts and Sciences.

They also participate in an
apostolic service program,
working with Seton Hall’s
Division of Volunteer Efforts
(DOVE) and other parochial and
archdiocesan entities. Campus
and residence activities, some
social and some spiritual, are a
part of their daily and weekly
routines as well.

BY LIESL FORES
Staff Reporter

Continued on page 11

at Immaculate Conception Seminary
School of Theology

With more than 140 years of preparing committed Catholics for service
to the Church, Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology
offers lay leaders a unique opportunity for serious theological study
alongside seminarians and members of religious communities.

Graduate programs include:
Master of Arts in Theology · Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry

Master of Divinity
Certificate programs include: 

Catechetical Ministry · Scripture Studies
Christian Spirituality · Youth Ministry · Pastoral Ministry

Grow in Your Faith...

For more information, please contact: 
Dr. Dianne Traflet, Assistant Dean and Director of Lay Ministry
Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology
Seton Hall University, South Orange
New Jersey 07079
(973) 761-9633, 9575
e-mail: theology@shu.edu
www.shu.edu

Day, evening, weekend and 
summer classes are available. 

A 50% tuition discount is offered for
students working in Church ministry.�

WHAT ARE MONKS DOING IN THE CITY?
The Benedictine monks of Newark Abbey

ave been in the center of Newark, 
New Jersey since 1857. 

What are we doing here?

• Living in community 
according to the 
Rule of St. Benedict.

• Following a daily
schedule that 
balances prayer 
and work.

• Ministering to God’s 
people through 
St. Benedict’s Prep
School and pastoral
ministry.

• Serving as a sign of
hope and Good
News in our city.

SEE FOR YOURSELF!
For further information

contact

DIRECTOR
OF VOCATIONS
Newark Abbey

528 Dr. M.L. King Blvd.
Newark, NJ 07102-1314

PHONE
973.643.4800 ext.1150

Email:
vocations@sbp.org

wwwnewarkabbey.org

Benedictine Center for Spirituality
851 North Broad St., Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908-353-3028, www.catholic-forum.com/bensisnj

Dec 31 - Jan 1
January 16-18
January 16-23
Jan 30 - Feb 1
February 27-29
March 26-28

New Year’s Eve Retreat
Vocation Discernment
Monastic Live In (Women - 20’s & 30’s)
Merton:Companion in Contemplation
Twelve Steps to Inner Freedom
Lectio Divina: A Way to Contemplation
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National Vocations Aware-
ness Week will be celebrated
this year on Jan. 11-16. The
theme is “You are my
beloved.” To help parishes and
schools prepare, the National
Coalition for Church Voca-
tions (NCCV) has put together
a planning kit. The Archdioce-
san Vocations Office has sent
materials to all parishes and
schools. For further informa-
tion call (800) 671-6228 or
visit www.nccv-vocations.org.

The Archdiocesan Vocations
Office believes that every person
has a vocation. For some people it
may participating in a parish min-
istry; for others it is a call to the
priesthood or Consecrated life. 

Helping individuals discern
whether they have a vocation for
the latter, and promoting and rais-
ing awareness of vocations in
general, is the focus of the
Vocations Office. 

Busy at this throughout the
year, following are events—
already past, ongoing and for the
near future—sponsored, organ-
ized and carried out by the office
for the 2003-2004 school year. 

All Catholic grammar schools
throughout the Archdiocese of
Newark have been invited to par-

ticipate in the Vocation Awareness
Program. Priests, brothers and sis-
ters travel to schools and give 40-
minute talks to both fourth and the
seventh grade students.  So far,
this has been a very successful
program, with 70 schools partici-
pating.  In the spring, the program
will be offered in the Catholic
high schools to junior classes.

Archbishop John J. Myers
hosted a Vocation Awareness
Dinner at the Residence of the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark, sponsored by the
Vocations Office on Nov. 19.
Parish priests and young men
ranging from junior year in high

school to college age interested
in the priesthood were invited.
This was a very successful
event, with 80 people in atten-
dance. Another dinner will be
held in the spring.

Three benefit concerts to raise
awareness of vocations were held
on Oct. 26 at St. Aloysius Parish,
Caldwell; Nov. 22 at St. Therese
of Lisieux Parish, Cresskill, and
Dec. 13 at Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish, Secaucus. Featured
was soprano Valerie Sue
Muller, accompanied by pianist
David Maiullo. Proceeds from
the concerts benefited the Voca-
tions Office. A spring schedule

Discernment, awareness focus of Vocations Office

Vocation Awareness
Week, Jan. 11-16

is currently being planned. 
A Co-Ed High School

Discernment Retreat will be
held Jan. 30-31, at Kearny
Archdiocesan Youth Center.

The Vocations Fair will be
held on March 10, at the Kearny
Archdiocesan Youth Center.
Representatives from and infor-
mation on various orders and

communities will be available.
An average of 400 youth attend
this annual event. 

The Annual Emmaus Dis-
cernment Retreat for Men, April
23-24, will be held at the Carmel
Retreat House, Mahwah.

For more information on any
of these events call the Vocations
Office at (973) 497-4365.

Joseph Pagano, President of the re-established Hudson County
Chapter of Serra International, is congratulated by Bishop Arthur
Serratelli, Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia, and Father
Paul A. Cannariato, Chaplain to the Hudson County Serrans, at last
month’s Charter Night. The program was held at St. Henry Parish,
Bayonne, where Father Cannariato is a parochial vicar.
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Name _________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________________

State ________    Zip ____________   Home Telephone (             ) _______ - _____________

We live in Community and take vows of chastity, poverty and
obedience. Daily prayer and our apostolate of caring for incur-
able cancer patients are integral  parts of our offering to God.
All care is free. Many who enter our Community have no prior
nursing experience. 

For more information, contact:

SR. TERESA MARIE, O.P., VOCATION DIRECTOR

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
600 Linda Avenue, Hawthorne, NY 10532

(914) 769-4794 or 769-0114
e-mail: SrTeresaM@aol.com

Visit our WEB site - www.hawthorne-dominicans.org

N-NJ

DOMINICAN SISTERS
OF HAWTHORNE

NEW YORK • OHIO • PENNSYLVANIA • GEORGIA • MINNESOTA

PROVIDING COMPASSION and 
LOVE to THOSE IN NEED

The Brothers of St. John of God
For the Brothers of St. John of God, their vocation means helping
those who are disabled, sick or in need of compassion. It means
devoting their lives to hospitality. It means experiencing community
living with the opportunity to share their faith, ministry and daily
lives with other men who have chosen the same vocation.

To learn more about how you 
can offer your unique gifts to the
ministry of hospitality, contact:
Brother Thomas Osorio, O.H.
Hospitaller Brothers of St. John of God
1145 Delsea Drive, Westville Grove, NJ 08093
(856) 848-4700, ext. 163 
e-mail: sjogvocationsnj@aol.com



When Jesus turned around 
and noticed them following him,

He asked them,
“What are you looking for?”

They said to him, Rabbi,
where do you stay?”

“Come and see,” 
He answered.

John 1:38-39

Have you
considered 
following 
after Jesus 
as a Priest,
Sister or Brother...?

Contact:
Fr. Brian Plate

Vocations Director

The Vocations Office 
(973) 497-4365

171Clifton Ave., P.O. Box 9500
Newark, NJ 07104-0500
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Augustinian Recollects (O.A.R.)
Province of St.Augustine
29 Ridgeway Ave.
West Orange, NJ 07052
(973) 731-0616

Capuchin Friars (O.F.M. Cap.)
Province of the Sacred Stigmata
of St. Francis
319 36th St., P.O. Box 809
Union City, NJ 07087-0809
(201) 865-6107

Carmelite Fathers (O. Carm.)
East Coast Commissary Provincial,
Rev. Jack Welch, O. Carm.
White Friars Hall

1600 Webster St., N.E.
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 526-1221

Dominican Friars (O.P.)
Order of Preachers
869 Lexington Ave.
New York, NY 10021
(212) 737-5757

Franciscan Friars (O.F.M.)
Holy Name Province
126 W. 32nd St.
New York, NY 10001-3202
(212) 967-6300

Salesians of Don Bosco (S.D.B.)

Men’s Religious communities Holy Father’s guidelines
give Religious clear path

VATICAN CITY – Pope John
Paul II offered guidelines for the
Church to overcome the crisis of
Consecrated life that is reflected in
statistics compiled by the Holy See.

The pope requested that every
possible effort be made to support
this “gift of God for the Church,”
when he met today with a group
of French bishops and with the
Archbishop of Monaco.

This crisis of the Consecrated
life, he told the bishops, causes the
aging of religious communities,
“with inevitable consequences for

the life of the institutes, for their
witness, for their governance, and
also for the options connected to
their mission.”

In his address to the bishops, the
Holy Father offered guidelines to
enable the Church to surmount this
crisis of Consecrated life.

First, he emphasized “perma-
nent formation” of the Religious,
“in particular at the theological and
spiritual level.”

John Paul II then stressed the
need for Religious to understand
their charisms more profoundly in
order to “renew their works, paying
particular attention to listening with
great willingness to the new calls of
the Spirit” and responding “to the
spiritual and missionary urgencies
of the moment.”

The pontiff also asked the
bishops and all Catholics to
“promote the vocation and mis-
sion of Consecrated life.”

Integration sought
He further advocated “institu-

tional dialogue” between Religious
congregations, bishops’ confer-
ences and the conferences of Reli-
gious superiors to attain a “genuine
consensus and fruitful exchanges.”
The objective is that each institute
of consecrated life integrate itself
better in the life of the diocesan
Church, the Holy Father said.

He said that Religious today
are protagonists of “imaginative
charity,” especially with persons
“wounded by life,” and that their
witness to youths  continues.

For this reason, John Paul II
requested the bishops and
Religious to give “renewed atten-
tion to young people who wish
to commit themselves to the
Religious life,” ensuring that they
receive a solid “human, intellec-
tual, moral, spiritual, communal
and pastoral” formation.

The pope noted that, even amid
the crisis of Consecrated vocations,
new communities of Consecrated
life are springing up.

“The new Religious commu-
nities are an opportunity for the
Church,” the Holy Father said.
“Helped by the bishops, whose
task it is to be vigilant, they still
have need to mature, to establish
themselves, and on occasions to
organize themselves according
to the canonical rules in force,
with prudence.

“May all remember that the
spirit of dialogue, of fraternal coex-
istence at the service of Christ, and
of the mission must prevail without
cease!” he exhorted, stressing that
all “competition and antagonism”
must be avoided.

Information source: ZENIT.org.

Province of St. Philip the Apostle
Don Bosco Residence 
518-B Valley St.
Orange, NJ 07050
(973) 674-2400

Christian Brothers (C.F.C.)
(Congregation of Christian Brothers)
1040 Oradell Ave.
Oradell, NJ 07649
(201) 261-1816

Marist Brothers (F.M.S.)
Esopus Province
1241 Kennedy Blvd.
Bayonne, NJ 07002
(201) 823-1115

For the Benedictine

monks of  

St. Mary’s Abbey 

at Delbarton, life

comprises a balance

between prayer and

work — according to

the Rule set down 

by St. Benedict

himself in the 

6th century.

Maybe Your Place 
in God’s Plan is 
at Our Place

We live the monastic life in a variety of ways: by serving 
as teachers and administrators at Delbarton School, 
ministering to several area parishes, and deepening our 
individual faith through personal and communal prayer.

But whatever form our service to God takes, 
we always know our place.

Maybe it’s your place, too.

ST. MARY’S ABBEY
at DELBARTON

e-mail:
osbmonks@delbarton.org

www.osbmonks.org

Rev. Edward Seton Fittin, O.S.B.
230 Mendham Road • Morristown, NJ 07960 
(973) 538-3231, ext. 2036

Rev. Damian Breen, O.S.B.

Come and see the Sisters of St. John the Baptist, an International
congregation of women Religious living a vowed life in the Catholic
Church. In giving witness to Jesus of Nazareth we respond to the
needs of God’s people in today's world.

Is God calling you to the same challenge?
For information contact: Sr. Anne Dolores, C.S.J.B.

26 Landis Avenue, Staten Island, N.Y. 10305
(718) 442-6240 Ext. 196      •      Baptistine@homeatt.net

We are Women called
to heal a Wounded

World

• We live the Gospel
• We pray and live in community
• We love and serve the poor

Franciscan Sisters of the Poor

• We invite you to Join Us…

Visit us at: www.franciscansisters.org

VOCATION MINISTER

Sr. Arlene McGowan, SFP
513-761-9040, ext. 112

arlenemcgowan@msn.com


