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The CatholicAdvocate
Study suggests Catholic teens
harbor tepid feelings on faith

Mike Theisen, director of membership services for the National
Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry, led a presentation at the
Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center on Aug. 12, which focused on “The
National Study of Youth and Religion: Will Our Children Have Faith?”
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Among the striking works at Sacred Heart
Parish in Jersey City is this reredos and stat-
ue of the Blessed Mother. It was designed in
1924 by architectural icon Ralph Adam Cram. 

Co-sponsorships emerge
as schools grapple with
changes in demographics

NEWARK—Preserving and
protecting the history and heritage
of the Catholic Church in the
Archdiocese of Newark is the per-
fect job for Troy Simmons.

A student at Columbia
University Graduate School of
Architecture and a Fellow of the
Samuel H. Kress Foundation
(both in New York), Simmons
holds a Master of Arts degree in
Ecclesiastical History from
Seton Hall University (SHU),
South Orange, and earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Art
History at Rutgers University,
New Brunswick.

He came to the archdiocese
with extensive experience as an
art educator, researcher and
archivist. Starting next month

Simmons
preserves
faith legacy

NEWARK—Enrollment in Catholic
Schools throughout the four counties of the
archdiocese is slated to decline 5 percent for
the 2006-2007 school year compared with the
previous year, according to statistics provided
by the archdiocesan Schools Office.

Elementary and secondary school enroll-
ment this year is projected at 44,750 students,
compared with 47,286 students in the year-
earlier period.

Numbers, however, don’t tell the whole
story for archdiocesan schools.  While enroll-
ment levels drop, education officials are
implementing new school models to address
shifting student demographics and strengthen
academic programs. Co-sponsorships have
captured the spotlight this year, according to
school officials.

Father Kevin M. Hanbury, Ed.D., arch-
diocesan vicar for education and superintend-
ent of schools, said his office continues to focus

on enhancing academic excellence for and
spiritual development of students. For exam-
ple, he said education officials are studying co-
sponsorship, consortium and regional school
models as  real-world approaches to strength-
en schools as well as meet the challenges of
changing demographics and rising costs.

“Our hope is that parish families and com-
munities will embrace these new (school)
models,” Father Hanbury said.

Brother Ralph Darmento, F.S.C., deputy
superintendent of schools, pointed out that the
enrollment numbers for the new school year
are estimates. Actual figures will not be known
until at least one month into the school year, he
said, adding that enrollment predictions for the
secondary schools are expected to be stable or
see some small growth.

The declining student headcount is part of
a trend that has unfolded here during the last
10 years. The projected enrollment figure for
the 2006-2007 school year is nearly 21 percent
below the archdiocesan student population

KEARNY—Many Catholic
teenagers exhibit an indifferent
attitude toward their religion and
most are unable to articulate
their faith. These are among the
key findings of groundbreaking
research by the National Federa-
tion for Catholic Youth Ministry
(NFCYM), Washington D.C.

Mike Theisen, director of
membership services for the
NFCYM (www.nfcym.org), led a
presentation at the Archdiocesan
Youth Retreat Center on Aug. 12
that focused on “The National
Study of Youth and Religion: Will
Our Children Have Faith?” 

In an unprecedented four-
year study, Christian Smith,
Ph.D., University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and his
colleagues interviewed 3,400
young people between the ages
of 13 and 17; of the total partic-
ipants in the study, 816 were
Catholic. 

The key findings of the
study are highlighted in Smith’s
book “Soul Searching: The
Religious and Spiritual Lives of
American Teenagers.” Like
most national studies on social
and cultural topics, the report
offers a statistical snapshot on
overall trends; it doesn’t claim
to document specific conditions
in any one area of the country. 

Guests at the forum included
Catechetical leaders, youth minis-
ters, teachers and those involved in
evangelical efforts throughout the
archdiocese. Several members of
the audience commented that the
study results actually confirmed
many of their own fears regarding
the involvement of teens in the
Church.

One of the major points of
the study is that the faith and
religious beliefs of the young
people mirrors the practices and
beliefs of their parents. The
findings, therefore, imply that
many in the Baby Boomer gen-
eration did not pass on religious
traditions to their children.
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LINDEN — A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated on
Aug. 12 at St. John the Apostle
Parish for Rev. Msgr. Richard M.
McGuinness, a longtime pastor
and director of the archdiocesan
Respect Life Office.

Msgr. McGuinness, 80, died
Aug. 9. He retired from the
active priesthood in June. Msgr.
McGuinness was instrumental in
organizing, administering and
training teams to run Rachel’s
Vineyard Retreats for post-abor-
tion healing in the United States
and internationally.

As pastor of St. John the
Apostle Parish, for 18 years, he
served over 3,000 families from
Clark, Westfield and Rahway.
He was pastor of over 450-plus
students at St. John the Apostle
School and insured an afford-
able Catholic education. While
pastor, he introduced 24-hour
Perpetual Adoration and refur-
bished the church with a perma-
nent altar and statues.

Born in Newark on Sept. 12,
1925, Msgr. McGuinness was
ordained on May 19, 1951 and
was elevated as a Papal

SPECIAL MASS FOR FLORHAM PARK
SHRINE—Our Lady of Divine Vocations

Shrine and Retreat Center, 90 Brooklake
Road, Florham Park, will hold a Mass on
Saturday, Sept. 16, 4:30 p.m., which will

be celebrated by Bishop Arthur J.
Serratelli, who leads the Diocese of

Paterson. Bishop Serratelli (the former
auxiliary bishop of Newark) will give spe-

cial blessings for the shrine’s new altar.
The 39-acre site, the headquarters prop-

erty of the Vocationist Fathers and
Sisters, opened to the public last May. It

was established as a spiritual refuge,
retreat center and place of discernment.

Bishop Edgar da Cunha, S.D.V., the auxil-
iary bishop of Newark, celebrated a Mass

at the shrine on May 13, which formally
dedicated the site. Bishop da Cunha is a

member of the Vocationist Fathers &
Sisters community and is closely associat-

ed with the shrine. Father Frank Hreno,
S.D.V. (left), director, had the vision for the

shrine as a tranquil retreat to support
seminarians and religious orders from all

diocese—a “place for spiritual refreshment,”
he said. Annelouise Liguori Mulholland

(right) serves as shrine manager. The site
features various statues as well as nature
walks that mark the Stations of the Cross

and Rosary prayers. Contact the shrine at
973-966-6262 for more information. The

Vocationist Fathers/Society of Divine
Vocations (www.vocationist.org) is a

non-profit Catholic religious order that
works in 14 countries and cares for the

underprivileged, performs missionary
work and ordains men to the priesthood
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Msgr. McGuinness; led Respect Life Office
Chamberlain in 1964. He attended
Seton Hall University, South
Orange, and received a Masters
Degree in Special Education from
Columbia University in 1960 and
a Ph.D. there in 1969.

He was appointed director of
the Department for the Visually
Handicapped for the Mount
Carmel Guild from 1955-1967
and became assistant director for
a year following his term. He
was president of the American
Federation of Catholic Workers
for the Blind (1956-1962).

Msgr. McGuinness was
appointed director of the Mount
Carmel Guild from 1974-1975
and was elected to the Priest
Senate in Newark 1967. In 1979,
he was Rector of Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary, Emmitsburg,
MD (1979-1987) and became
archdiocesan Vicar for Evange-
lization (1987-1989). 

Earlier this year, Msgr.
McGuinness received the John
Cardinal McCloskey Lifetime
Achievement Award for “out-
standing and dedicated service” to
his pastoral responsibilities as
Rector of Mount St. Mary’s
Seminary from the National
Alumni Association (see The
Catholic Advocate, April 26). 

Michelle Krystofik, associate
director of the Respect Life office
for the Archdiocese, worked with
Msgr. McGuinness for 12 years
and is also a parishioner here at St.
Joseph. “I always called him ‘my
Monsignor.’ He was always a
visionary,” she said. “One of the
first things he did when he became
director of Respect Life was reach
out to the pastors and the parishes.
He reinstituted Project Rachel in
the archdiocese and was passion-
ate about Rachel’s Vineyard and
post-abortion healing. Rachel’s
Vineyard had his heart. In the 35
retreats we have had, he was pres-
ent at all of them. He believed that
the answer to putting an end to
abortion was not just saving
babies, but was with embracing
those post-abortion. He champi-
oned this in New Jersey and helped
it get started internationally.”

Krystofik called Msgr.
McGuinness a “champion for
life” and had a strong influence
on her spiritual life. “He was my
mentor, friend, shepherd and pas-
tor. He taught me so much. Even
though Wednesdays were sup-
posed to be his day off, he was
always busy helping others and
reaching out. He was very hum-
ble and never put himself out in

Rev. Msgr. Richard M.
McGuinness

BY MELISSA MCNALLY
Staff Writer

front. This was not just a job or a
ministry—this was his life.”

Msgr. McGuinness’ sister,
Sister Mary C. McGuinness, O.P.,
said, “he had so many wonderful
sayings. Things such as ‘never put
anyone down’and ‘when in doubt,
do it’ were some of them. He also
said that we should live by three
things: ‘be kind, be kind, be kind.’
He was full of wisdom and never
sought honors. If the telephone
rang and it was late at night, he
always answered it because he felt
that it could be important and
wanted to listen.”

At the wake, there were sever-
al people who came up to Msgr.
McGuinness’ family and had sto-
ries to tell about what a kind man
he was. “He was loved by so many
people. There was a troubled
teenager that remembered when
Msgr. McGuinness took him in
when he fought with his parents
and a mother who was grateful
that he helped her daughter who
contemplated suicide. He loved to
hear confession and people came
from different parishes to confess
to him,” Sister Mary said.

Msgr. Steven P. Rohlfs, the rec-
tor of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary,
who visited the archdiocese in
April, remembered how Msgr.

McGuinness would care about
each individual priest who entered
the seminary. “The priests could
always count on him for guidance.
They were not just numbers to
him, he just wanted them to be
good priests and he had infallible
instincts,” he said. 

Even at the end of his life,
Msgr. Rohlfs said the beloved pas-
tor and mentor had grace and dig-
nity. “Even though he knew he
was at the end of his life, he was
always a model for Christian hope
and faith. He said he was looking
forward to eternity. Not only did
he teach us how to live as priests,
he taught us how to die as priests.”
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Reaching out to aid far-away neighbors,
St. Gabriel teens travel to South Dakota

the young people were able to see many
fireworks shows in the area, including
the “most spectacular,” the Macy’s dis-
play over the Hudson River. “It was the
perfect end to our trip,” he declared.

Our Archdiocese

SADDLE RIVER—Fourteen intrepid
youth group members from St. Gabriel the
Archangel Parish here recently traded
northern New Jersey’s oppressive heat
wave for the scorching sun of the plains of
South Dakota in order to help those in need.

The members of Friends of Christ
United in Service (FOCUS) gave up part
of their summer, Parochial Vicar Father
Stephen Fichter explained, “to spread the
love of God to some of our needier
American brothers and sisters.”

Demonstrating its flair for traveling
off the beaten path to help others, last
year the FOCUS youth group journeyed
to Ghana to aid students in that African
nation (see The Catholic
Advocate, Sept. 21, 2005).

The June 26 to July 4 trip to
South Dakota started by setting
up lodging at Presentation
College in Aberdeen. The
young people heard from
Australia native Sister Lorraine
Hale, the college president,
who spoke to the New Jersey
teens about the local Lakota
Native American culture. The
Lakotas, they learned, are a
very poor but very proud peo-
ple who are shy and reserved
by nature, but actually open up
and become friendly once one
gains their trust. Another
speaker, Mary Blackbird, later
briefed the FOCUS group on
the Lakotas’ traditions and
beliefs. That night the young
people watched the award-win-
ning movie “Dances with
Wolves” which was filmed in the area
where they were staying.

The next day it was off to Eagle Butte
to help Rose, an elderly community
member who recently suffered a stroke,
which disabled her right side and has
affected her speech.

The FOCUS group was in South
Dakota to do what it could for not only
the Lakota people but also Caucasian
Americans like Rose who live on the
reservation, according to Father Fichter. 

The young people from St. Gabriel
spent the day scrapping and painting the
house. While there, the FOCUS members
met Rose’s son Alan, a local rancher, and
Sister Anne O’Sullivan who is in charge
of St. Joseph Parish in nearby Cherry
Creek. Since their lodgings in Eagle
Butte had no shower facilities, it was off
to the town pool that opened each day
from 5 to 6 p.m. so youth group members
could wash off that day’s dust and dirt.

At St. Joseph Parish the young people
got to work painting the church build-
ing—the oldest in the area. When work
at the parish was complete, the New

Jersey young people returned to hold a
one-day Bible camp for a dozen local
children. They played games and
enjoyed Bible-related activities includ-
ing two skits “The Good Samaritan and
“The Woman at the Well.”

The skits, explained Father Fichter,
were “altered a bit so that they would relate
more to the lives of the children.” A birth-
day party was held for two of the young
boys at the camp. Father Fichter celebrated
evening Mass in the newly painted church.

The next two days were time for some
sighting seeing. Stops were made at sev-
eral local attractions including Mount
Rushmore and Badlands National Park.
Saying the park scenery was “stunning
and like being on another planet,” Father
Fichter lamented the fact that the bad-
lands are eroding “and in a few hundred
years may no longer look  the way it does
now.” Another stop was Pierre, the state
capital of South Dakota.

Father Fichter recalled the colorful
highlight event for the group on the
return trip to the Garden State. Circling
over Newark Liberty Airport on July 4,
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“Inspires Our World…One Spirit at a Time.”

Rose, in the wheelchair,
offers her thanks to the
New Jersey young people
after they had worked all
day on her house. Rose is
an elderly community
member who recently suf-
fered a stroke.

Marietta Pellegrini, co-facil-
itator of the group, and
Father Fichter admire a
star quilt of the Lakota
Community at Cherry
Creek given to FOCUS as
a thank you for the work
they did on the reservation.
It now hangs in the choir
loft of St. Gabriel.

FOCUS member Michael Fogari, left, is pictured
at the end of the one-day Bible camp, which is
run by the young people from Saddle River.
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NEWARK—The annual arch-
diocese Heritage Tour will be
held Saturday, Sept. 23, featuring
a review of seven “treasured
churches” in Jersey City.

The tour will visit Sacred
Heart Parish; St.Aedan’s Parish;
St.Aloysius Parish; St.Anthony of
Padua; St. John the Baptist; St.
Mary’s Parish; and St. Michael’s
Parish.

Registration will begin 
8:15 a.m. on Sept. 23 at the
Archdiocesan Center, 171
Clifton Ave., and buses will
depart at 9 a.m.The tour is slat-
ed to run until 4 p.m.

The cost of the tour is $45
per person, which includes bus
transportation (climate-con-
trolled with lavatory); a conti-
nental breakfast (during the
registration session); a guided
tour of the seven Jersey City
churches with an experienced
docent; lunch and beverage; and
secure all-day parking at
Archdiocesan Center.

The archdiocesan business
offices of Development and
Church Patrimony are sponsor-
ing the event to help preserve
the architecture, stained glass,
paintings, mosaics, wood and
stone carvings, metalworking,
pipe organs and marble altars of
historic parishes.The archdio-
cese is recognized as a treasure
trove of history and architec-
turally significant structures, with
over 40 facilities on the state
Historical Registry, as well as
more than 20 on the National
Historical Registry.

Troy Simmons, architectural
historian and patrimony project
manager for the archdiocesan
Office of Property Management
Administration, said the tour is
important because it helps raise
awareness of the Catholic cul-
ture and identify in the Church
of Newark.“These are beautiful
treasures that belong to the
people in the archdiocese,”
Simmons said.

Contact Theresa Lynch at
(973)-497-4042 for details.Those
interested in taking part in the
tour are advised to fill out a reg-
istration form, along with a
check for $45, and mail it to:
Heritage Tour, the Archdiocese of
Newark; P.O. Box 9500, Newark,
N.J., 07104-0500.

and running through the end of the year,
Simmons will have an exhibition, “The
American Arts and Crafts Movement in
Ecclesiastical Design,” at SHU.

Simmons wears two hats. Working in
the Office of Property Management
Administration, he is its architectural histori-
an and patrimony project manager. Ironically,
it was the archdiocesan New Energies
Project—an ongoing effort at determining the
need to consolidate facilities and streamline
operations—that led to his new position.

In conjunction with the New Energies
Project, Simmons said, Archbishop John J.
Myers expressed concern for preserving
the historical and artistic artifacts of the
Church of Newark.

Msgr. Robert Wister, a SHU professor
who chairs the Committee of Ecclesiastical
Patrimony, handpicked Simmons from a
number of worthy candidates. The committee
was established, Simmons said, “to keep an
eye on Church patrimony.”

Simmons termed Church patrimony as
“our legacy….items that warrant our stew-
ardship.” He likened patrimony to a grandfa-
ther passing down his watch from one gener-
ation to another.

Patrimony, he went on, is “not just loose
things such as vestments, chalices and the
like; it is everything from the cornerstone to
the steeple.” All items in a church, he
stressed, are “of extraordinary significance.”

A significant part of Simmons’ job is
preparing church buildings for local, state and
national historical status. At the national level,
he explained, such a designation can result
annually from $750,000 to $1 million in fed-
eral funds for exterior renovations. In such
instances, the “integrity” of the original archi-
tectural design must be maintained.

His main mission is to work in con-
junction with property management in
preserving the local history of the Church
“from the early 1800s to the present day
so that that history will not only be found
in dusty books,” he explained.

To his knowledge, he is one of the few
architectural historians on staff in any diocese
nationwide. Simmons believes every diocese
in the country should have such a position.
With many Catholic churches in the United
States closing, he said the situation is at a
“major turning point.” As he sees it, consoli-
dation is a reality in many major urban areas
that are in need of someone with knowledge
of historical values.

Historically, Simmons stressed, the
Archdiocese of Newark “is on a par” with
Philadelphia, Boston, New York and
Chicago. Within the four counties of the arch-
diocese, he said, are fine Algerian Onyx,
unique stained glass mosaics and “some of
the finest arts and crafts of ecclesiastical
Church architecture.”

The Archdiocese of Newark, Simmons
pointed out, contains the work of some of
America’s finest architects. One is Charles D.
McGuinness, a founding member of the
American Institute of Architects. In the 1920s
and 1930s McGuinness designed the Basilica
of the National Shrine in Washington, D.C.,
Holy Name Church in East Orange, Our
Lady of Sorrows in South Orange, St.
Vincent in Bayonne, and buildings at Yale
University and the renovation of St. Patrick’s
Cathedral in New York.

Architectural icon Ralph Adam Cram
designed Sacred Heart Parish in Jersey City,
which, Simmons noted, has been called one
of the finest examples of Spanish Gothic
design in the country. Cram also designed the
Los Angeles City Library, the Nebraska State
Capital and St. John the Divine in Manhattan.

The Archdiocese of Newark, he added, is
“one of the few” dioceses in the country

“where the sons and grandsons of those who
built the churches are still in the pews.”

When he goes out into the field on assign-
ment from Steve Belloise, director of the
archdiocesan Office of Property Management
Administration, Simmons is involved in
every phase of a parish interior mainte-
nance/renovation project. Simmons is there,
said Belloise, for his “expertise” bringing to
the job the “attention to detail it deserves.”
His department, Belloise noted, is attempting
to be “pro-active and meticulous” in dealing
with parish treasures.

Simmons concentrates on “any item of
importance” in preparing a parish audit.
Digital records are kept of such items.
Each assignment, Simmons says with
obvious enthusiasm, is an “amazing”
experience. The “architectonics” of the
Archdiocese of Newark is comparable to
anything in New York or elsewhere in the
country, he stressed. Simmons relishes
finding items that “are just resting, sleep-
ing” in archdiocesan structures.

Every project, as the department direc-
tor sees it, is “a work in progress.” The ini-
tial inventory of items will be sold at a
“fraction” of their price at an internal arch-
diocesan auction scheduled for early next
year. Items not sold within the archdiocese
will go for market value if taken outside the
Church of Newark. As the New Energies
project unfolds, the process will become
“busier and busier,” Belloise added. With
Simmons, he stressed, many mistakes will
be avoided and “patrimony will be treated
with the respect it deserves.”

The message Simmons feels it is impor-
tant to get out to pastors is that “as both cura-
tors and custodians, part of their job is to
assure they leave a legacy and our department
is there to help them, not hinder them.”
Simmons wants pastors to know that he is
also a steward and is a “resource” to whom
pastors can turn.

Continued from page 1

A reflective Troy Simmons during one of his many stops at a parish in Jersey City. He is the archdiocesan architectural historian.
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Sept. 23 Heritage
Tour will review
‘treasured churches’
of Jersey City
BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

Patrimony
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Official Appointments
Archbishop John J. Myers has announced the following appointments:

ARCHDIOCESAN
AGENCY/MINISTRY

Reverend Monsignor Paul L.
Bochicchio, Pastor of Holy Family
Parish, Nutley, has been elected to

the Presbyteral Council of the
Archdiocese of Newark for a

three-year term, effective Sept. 14
and ending Aug. 31, 2009.

Reverend Monsignor James J.
Finnerty has been elected to the

Presbyteral Council of the
Archdiocese of Newark for a

three-year term, effective Sept. 14
and ending Aug. 31, 2009.

Reverend Richard J. Kelly,
Pastor of St.Aloysius Parish, Jersey

City, has been elected to the
Presbyteral Council of the

Archdiocese of Newark for a
three-year term, effective Sept. 14

and ending Aug. 31, 2009.

Reverend Andrew M. Prachar,
Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish

(Vailsburg), Newark, has been elect-
ed to the Presbyteral Council of the
Archdiocese of Newark for a three-

year term, effective Sept. 14 and
ending Aug. 31, 2009.

Very Reverend Michael G.Ward,
V.F., Pastor of St. Cecilia Parish,
Kearny and Dean of the Hudson

West Deanery, Deanery 14, has been
elected to the Presbyteral Council of

the Archdiocese of Newark for a
three-year term, effective Sept. 14

and ending Aug. 31, 2009.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Miroslaw Kusibab,
Parochial Vicar of St. Casimir Parish,

Newark, has been appointed
parochial vicar of Most Sacred

Heart of Jesus Parish,Wallington,
effective Sept. 1.

ARCHDIOCESAN
AGENCY/MINISTRY

Reverend Henryk Wiecek, S.J.,
Parochial Vicar of  Sacred Heart of
Jesus Parish,Wallington, has been
appointed parochial vicar of St.

Casimir Parish, Newark, effective
Sept. 1.

Reverend Wilson A. Divina has
been appointed Summer Parochial
Vicar of St. Luke Parish, HoHoKus,

effective through Sept. 30.

Reverend Richard Tan has been
appointed Summer Parochial Vicar

of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, Nutley, effective through

Sept. 10.

TRANSITIONAL DEACON

Reverend Mr. Charles M. Kelly,
transitional deacon has been

assigned to Diaconal Ministry at St.
Thomas More Parish, Fairfield,

effective Sept. 1 to April 26, 2007.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

August 26
Lumen Center, Caldwell, “Un
Dia Con Jesus” (Spanish retreat),
10 a.m.- noon, Cost: $15, (973)
403-3331 ext. 25.

August 28
Holy Family Parish, Nutley,
Holy Family Rosary Society meet-
ing, 7:45 p.m., (973) 667-0026.

August 31
Lumen Center, Caldwell,
“Once Upon a Time; Energy for
New Beginnings,” 10 a.m.- noon;
cost: $15, (973) 403-3331 ext. 25.

September 5
Lumen Center, Caldwell,“The
Catholic School; Forming the
Faith Community,” 9 a.m.- noon,
Cost: $15, (973) 403-3331 ext. 25.

September 6
Holy Spirit Parish, Union,
Holy Hour for Life, 7:30- 8:30
p.m., (908) 964-7653.

Other
St.Anastasia Parish, Teaneck,
Third Order Carmelite meeting,
second Saturday of each month,
8:30 a.m., call Helen Pieper at
(201) 567-3711.

Christian Foundations of
Ministry program begins
courses on Sept. 11 at various
parishes throughout the Arch-
diocese. Call (973) 497-4350 or
e-mail stantovi@rcan.org.

“This study is also about
adult faith formation. We have
to look at families, parents and
church communities in order to
keep teens connected. Kids are a
barometer for culture and insti-
tution of our society and the
Church needs to pay attention to
them,” Theisen said.

However, Theisen stressed
that, despite the concerns, there is
much potential—and many oppor-
tunities—to reach teenagers on
faith issue. For example, there are
many teens and young adults
throughout the archdiocese who
are enthusiastic participants at pro-
grams and events sponsored by the
Youth Retreat Center (see The
Catholic Advocate, July 19, June
7, Jan. 25 and Jan. 11).

Young people are not unreach-
able; they are just apathetic and
indifferent, the study suggested.
“The field is ripe for evangeliza-
tion,” Theisen said.

Religion is a significant pres-
ence in teenagers’ lives, but is not
applied to their everyday situa-
tions, according to the study.
“(Religion) is there, but it is in the
background. It does not shape their
actions,” Theisen explained.

Teenagers are also “happy to
go along and get along” accord-
ing to the study. They attend reli-
gious services but are not actively
committed. As opposed to char-
acteristics of Generation X and
Baby Boomers, who were active-
ly rebellious to their parent’s
ideals, the current “Millennial
Generation” is just indifferent.

“Have we passed on a pas-
sionless faith? Our children are
extensions of ourselves and this is
the fault of the adults. It is a tough
job to be a parent with teenagers
but we can’t raise them alone in
faith,” Theisen stressed. A major-

ity of teens identify themselves as
Christian but do not know basic
religious language or terms.

The outlook of teens today
is described as “Moralistic
Therapeutic Deism,” a term
coined by Smith. Characteristics
include the belief that God watch-
es over human life at a distance,
wants us to be fair and good to
each other and that He is needed
especially when resolving prob-
lems. This emerging system of
thought also includes that good
people go to heaven when they die
and God wants everyone to be
happy and feel good.

In terms of being active in reli-
gion, such as participating in
retreats, youth rallies, and volun-
teering, Catholic youth are not far-
ing well. Mormon teenagers are
faring best and have the most reli-
gious vitality followed by conser-
vative Protestants and African-
American Protestants. Catholic
teenagers are fifth on that list
according to the study’s findings.
Theisen suggested Mormons are
more spirituality active because
“their faith is their culture and their
culture is their faith.” 

Another reason for such low
religious vitality in young
Catholics is the lack of youth pro-
grams and youth ministers at
parishes. According to the study,
Catholics invest fewer in youth
ministers, while only 21 percent
of parishes in the United States
have a full-time youth minister,
which significantly lowers teens’
attendance at Mass. 

Catholic teens who are high-
ly religious tend not to engage in
at-risk behaviors, the study
showed. Being involved in the
Church creates more engaged
and healthier adolescents. On a
more positive note, 76 percent
of Catholic youth plan to remain

Catholic into adulthood and 39
percent attend Mass at least once
per week.

Theisen agrees that some of
these findings were disheartening.
“Some people are going to hear
things that they may not like. It
will be messy and challenging,
but this is a good thing because
now it is time for a change. We
have to do something and now we
can’t deny it because there has
been research done,” he said.  

There are different steps the
youth ministers, parents and
Catholic schools officials should
take in order to increase youth
activity in the Church. “We need

Catholic teenagers
Continued from page 1

TRANSITIONAL DEAON

to start moving to a different
paradigm and at things through a
different lens. Church leadership
and parents have to acknowl-
edge that a change is required
and it will be a long and difficult
process, usually taking two to
five years,” Theisen added.

Working together and collabo-
rating across all levels of ministry
is needed so that parents become
involved and reinvigorate faith
within teens. Understanding that
parents are the key to changing the
ideas young people have about
religion is key.

“We need to be partners with
the parents. The parishes could
implement family ministry where
they work with families during
key transition times, for example,
if a child leaves middle school
and attends high school. The
parish could encourage ‘Sabbath
time’ where families take time
out to be together and encourage
deep thinking to enrich them-
selves,” Theisen suggested.

AREA—Feasts and festivals
will soon take place at parishes
throughout the Archdiocese of
Newark.

Our Lady of Mount Virgin
Parish, Garfield, will hold its 10th
annual La Festa Italiana Sept. 7-10.

The feast will be held on parish
grounds and the surrounding streets
of MacArthur and Frederick Street.

The hours are: Thursday and
Fridiay, 6 to 11 p.m.; Saturday 3 to
11 p.m. and Sunday 2 to 10 p.m.

Aspecial attraction this year is a
free concert by The Duprees on
Sept. 8 at 8 p.m.

Liturgical and spiritual cele-
brations include Mass and Rosary,
Sept. 7, 7 p.m.; Mass followed by

Exposition and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, Sept. 8, 7
p.m. and Sept. 9, 5 p.m. and a
Solemn Mass celebrated by Most
Rev. Edgar da Cunha, Auxiliary
Bishop of Newark, in Italian and
English, followed by a solemn
procession of a statue of Our Lady
of Mount Virgin.

For additional information
and directions call the rectory at
(973) 772-2295.

In Ridgefield Park, St.
Francis of Assisi Parish will cele-
brate its 33rd annual feast the
weekend of Sept. 8-10 on church
grounds at 114 Mount Vernon St.

Featured will be outdoor activi-
ties, rides, games, a food pavilion,

karaoke and a super 50/50. There
will an indoor White Elephant shop.

Special events include Ride
Bracelet Day on Saturday from
12:30 to 4:30 p.m. and again
Sunday from 2 to 6 p.m. For $15
children will have access to
every ride on the day the bracelet
is purchased.

Hours are Sept. 8, 6:30 to 11
p.m.; Sept. 9. noon to 11 p.m. and
Sept. 10, 1:30 to 9 p.m.

For additional information call
(201) 641-6464.

St. Leo Parish, Elmwood
Park, has scheduled its annual
Family Festival the weekend of
Sept. 7-10.

Hours are Sept. 7, 6 to 10 p.m.;

Sept. 8, 6 to 11 p.m.; Sept. 9, 1 to
11 p.m. and Sept. 10, 1 to 10 p.m.
The 50/50 drawing will be on
Sunday at 8:30 p.m.

In addition to new rides there
will be a pay one price wristband
available Thursday from 6 to 10
p.m. and Saturday 1 to 5 p.m. The
$20 purchase is good on the day of
purchase only.

Friday and Saturday nights will
bring live entertainment. Friday
Mark Papiani performs and
Saturday Tony Destro and the
Bowery Boys will take to the stage
for two concerts at 6 and 10 p.m.
The first concert features contem-
porary music while at 10 p.m. there
will a tribute to Elvis.

Feasts, festivals abound next month

Church leadership
and parents have to
acknowledge that a
change is required.

—Mike Theisen
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Meeting with Archbishop John J. Myers, second from right, are, left to right, Father
Eugene Bernas, Father Sinclair Oubre and Doreen M. Badeaux, secretary general of
the Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America.
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Chapel meets spiritual needs
of its seafaring ‘parishioners’

NEWARK—Serving the seafarers of
the world when they stop at Port Newark
or Port Elizabeth, Stella Maris Chapel is a
vital spiritual stop for many transient
parishioners.

Father Sinclair Oubre, J.C.L., diocesan
director of the Apostleship of the Sea of the
United States of America, recently visited
the Church of Newark and Archbishop
John J. Myers. Father Oubre used the
opportunity to discuss the mission of the
apostleship, as well as visit Stella Maris.

Over the past four decades, Stella
Maris Chapel—Latin for “Star of the
Sea”—has been the spiritual refuge for
“merchant sailors, fishermen, brown
water, inland and river mariners and their
families,” according to Father Oubre. In
all pastoral care is provided by the
chapel on Corbin Street to as many as
1,500 faithful who are often at sea for
eight to 11 months.

The “congregation” also includes sea
cadets, longshoremen, rig workers and
those who Father Oubre said “draw their
living from the sea,” such as working on
cruise ship crews.

The spiritual need for Stella Maris
Chapel exists, explained its diocesan direc-
tor, because it does “not work within the
typical parish model.” That comes about,
noted Father Oubre, because of the
“nature” of jobs related to the sea and
“crazy hours.”

On average both ports handle about
2,500 ships and their crews. There are
also 4,000 longshoremen and 6,000

office and support personnel.
The mission of the Apostleship of

the Sea, as Father Oubre sees it, is to
provide the Catholic Church to the peo-
ple of the sea.” Key elements in achiev-
ing that, he said, are corporal works of
mercy, communicating with the fami-
lies, providing transportation and inter-
net capabilities as well as ensuring
there is a “safe place” to go when leav-
ing their ships. “Mariners live and work
in the same environment,” he noted.

Calling those who work at sea mem-
bers of a “valuable and great profession,”
Father Oubre said the average seafarer is
45 years old, “family men” whose career
is between 25 and 30 years. The
Apostleship of the Sea exists, he stressed,
“to bring the Church” to them.

Port operations have a distinct interna-
tional flavor servicing more and more
ships from predominately Catholic regions
such as Latin America and the Philippines.

Built on land donated by the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey,
Stella Maris Chapel was built largely
with donations of both money and labor
from workers from FAPS Inc., a Port
Newark-based company that preps thou-
sands of new cars that come through the
ports from overseas and from other port-
area organizations and individuals.

John LoBue, the late owner of FAPS,
promised a new chapel before he died. His
family has kept that promise.

What Father Oubre enthusiastically
calls the “high point’of the ministry is cel-
ebrating Mass on the ships. Father Eugene
Bernas, director of Stella Maris Chapel,
shares that feeling.

BY WARD MIELE
Managing Editor

FIND HEALING IN HER
‘SHOWER OF ROSES’

 Features 25 rose-scented
 beads,  made from real rose
 petals.

 Silver-tone medal with detailed image of
 Saint Therese.

 Blessed by the Carmelite Friars.

 Comes with instructions… “How to say the
 Little Flower Chaplet.”

 Ask Saint Therese for a “shower of roses” today!  
Request your Little Flower Rose Petal Chaplet with a 
gift of $12 or more in support of the Carmelite Friars.

Carmelite Friars • National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount CarmelTM

P.O. Box 868 • Carmelite Drive • Middletown, NY 10940-0868
(845) 344-0876 • (Calling Hours:  8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EST Mon.-Fri.)

 Please send me a FREE Blessed Scapular.

 My check is enclosed.

 Please charge my gift of $________ to my:                

 Acct. no.  ____________ - ____________ - ____________ - ____________

 Exp. date _______ /_______  

 Signature _______________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________    

Address _____________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State __________ Zip _______________

Phone (______)__________________ Email ______________________________
Please allow 3-6 weeks for delivery of items. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent of the law.

YES… I believe in the healing power of prayer!  Please send me ______

Little Flower Rose Petal Chaplet(s).  I have enclosed a gift of

 $________ in support of Carmelite ministries.  (The suggested donation is 

$12 for each Chaplet requested.) 

(please print)

     Reverse of   
 Centerpiece.

Share your special healing needs with 
Saint Therese, the Little Flower, who 
promised to let a “shower of roses 
fall from Heaven.”

Saint
Therese 

of Lisieux

 Open your heart to this
beloved Carmelite Saint when
you pray with the Little
Flower Rose Petal Chaplet.

CAN-TH06

Please Note:  You must check boxes to receive items.
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AN ARCDIOCESAN WELCOME—Five newly recruited seminarians met
recently at the Archdiocesan Center in Newark with Archbishop John J.
Myers, center, left, accompanied by Father Brian Plate, center, right, director
of vocations. The group included, left to right, John Carlos DeSousa, Edinson
Ramirez, Jose Helber Victoria, Lukasz Rokita and Tomasz Kulicki.

Letters/Editorials

CCHD dollars help support
mission of N.J. interfaith group

Writer reflects on faith, hope 
to ‘stay put,’ support Church

Shallow phrase,
selfish ‘things’
and empty lives
Editor,

In the 1960’s a phrase was coined that
has reaped its effect to today’s society. The
phrase was: ‘Do your own thing.’

Simply put, ‘do your own thing’ was
pure selfishness of actions to benefit the
one who wanted to do what he or she want-
ed without giving thought to others. It was
subtle at first, but with eyes to see truth it
did not at all bear good “good fruit.”

The necessary ingredient to a good life
comes down to acting in faith on God’s
Word, not necessarily what another mortal
human tries to persuade to do.

Participation in the sacraments is falling despite an ever increasing Catholic
population in the United States. 

Seton Hall University preserves
the unique legacy of Sister Rose
The long and remarkable life of a truly holy woman, Sister Rose

Thering, O.P., Ph.D., will be commemorated next month by
Seton Hall University where she was a professor emerita.

A diminutive, quiet person, her powerful legacy will live on in the
Sister Rose Thering Endowment for Jewish-Christian Studies.

Upon her death in May, The American Jewish Committee said it best:
“her pioneering efforts in the mid-20th Century contributed in large meas-
ure to changing the course of Catholic-Jewish relations.” By any measure
that is no small feat during an inspiring lifetime of doing God’s work.

Sister Rose came to Seton Hall in 1968 to establish an outreach program
known then as Menorah Studies for the University’s Judaeo-Christian Studies.
The endowment bearing her name was established in 1992 with the goal of
building the interfaith work of Sister Rose through scholarship assistance.

The service will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. in the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark.

Sister Rose touched innumerable lives of both faiths a good number
of whom will fill the pews to mourn her loss and commit themselves to
carry on with the important work of her endowment.

It will be money well spent where needed throughout the
Archdiocese of Newark.

At its recent annual meeting, the U.S. Bishops’ Conference Catholic
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) earmarked $20,000 for
the work of the Jubilee Interfaith Organization in northern New Jersey.

Established 35 years ago, CCHD endeavors to break the cycle of
poverty. Its mandate from the country’s bishops is two-fold: fund low-
income controlled projects and educate Catholics about the causes of
poverty within the context of Catholic social tradition. CCHD pro-
grams are funded through annual collections nationwide.

Locally, the Jubilee Interfaith Organization consists of some 50 reli-
gious, community and labor groups concerned about the economic,
social and human of the growing disparities in this unique melting pot
section of the Garden State.

Among the vital areas earmarked for the CCHD dollars are promo-
tion of fair housing, access to affordable healthcare and work equality
for immigrants both regionally and statewide.

The bishops’ concern is appreciated.

Editor,
Greg Tobin is right (The Catholic

Advocate, commentary piece, “Observa-
tions on an unshakeable faith,” June 21):
living our faith is about “staying put.”

Throughout the ages, humans have
erred. Their errors have stained our moth-
er Church, caused scandals, oppression
and disruptions. But these errors are part of
our human condition. Is it not our place to
stay within the institution of our Catholic
Church and attempt to right our wrongs, to
live out the truths of our faith?

Many leave the Church in their dis-
comfort or outrage, and our Church, the
body of Christ, always suffers from their
loss. Each and every one of us forms the
body of Christ, with all our God-given tal-
ents, with our losses, despairs and hopes.

Many choose to leave all institutional
churches and are content to have a rela-
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tionship with Jesus, alone. How sad for us,
for the Church is community. The Church
is grace. Where is the hope?  

Indeed, being an active Catholic today
is about staying put. Books and films will
come and go; sensationalisms will rise and
subside. Let us use our reason. Let us live
out the Gospel. Let us live in hope. Let us
be the people we were created to be. We
each need to “stay put.”

Maryann P. Hobbie  
South Orange

(Note: the letter writer is a graduate of
Immaculate Conception Seminary, Seton
Hall University (SHU) South Orange, and
is currently working on a Ph.D. at Drew
University, Madison. Greg Tobin is a for-
mer editor of The Catholic Advocate and
currently serves as senior advisor for com-
munications at SHU.)

Any person who sincerely wishes to
call themselves followers of Christ,
would have to seriously ask themselves:
would God living and acting in me con-
done aborting the unborn that the Creator
of life sends? Would God condone the
mortal human idea that an embryo—the
beginnings of human life—is to be
experimented with and cloned for man’s
own purpose? Would Christ, acting in us,
euthanize a suffering servant of God?

Those who have faith in God do not
try to change the ways of God for self-
purposes. Doing ‘one’s own thing’
moves one away from the Spirit of
Truth to selfish living. And that is really
“tellin’ it like it is.” “All you need is
God’s love.”

B. Ambielli 
Union
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Greatest sports movie ever? A slam dunk for Hoosiers

Education observations: lessons
learned on the rewards of giving 

NEWARK—While planning The Scholarship
Fund for Inner-City Children’s (SFIC) annual schol-
arship dinner, Susan Campbell, a member of our
staff, and I visited St. Michael’s Elementary School
in Newark. We were there to listen to the first and
second graders rehearse a song that they planned to
perform at our dinner several weeks later.

When I entered the brightly decorated, lively
building, I noticed a flurry of activity taking place in
the auditorium. Teenagers, dressed in jeans and
sweatshirts, were carrying in boxes of toys, stuffed
animals and games. The young St. Michael’s stu-
dents, walking through the halls in perfectly formed
lines were craning their necks to see into the room,
giggling and pointing at all the toys. 

Curious about all this activity, I asked Principal
Linda Cerino what was taking place. She informed
me that the students and their parents were from St.
Gabriel The Archangel Parish in Saddle River. As a
Confirmation service project, the youngsters collect-
ed toys and brought them to St. Michael’s.

For the weeks prior to this visit, Ms. Cerino dis-
tributed “coupons” to her youngsters who do good
deeds, behave exceptionally well or just perform acts
of kindness. The students accumulate these coupons,
which they then redeem for the toys donated by the
St. Gabriel parishioners. 

Susan and I looked at each other, sharing the same
thought: what a wonderful opportunity St. Gabriel is

giving to their young parishioners. By helping the St.
Michael’s students choose a favorite toy, game or
book, these teens are not only learning the impor-
tance of helping others who are less fortunate but are

I t’s summer, which means sports and movies,
which prompts the question: What’s the greatest
sports movie ever? 

In 2001, Sports Illustrated (SI) issued a Top-20 list led
by Bull Durham. Now, to be sure, Kevin Costner preaches
the true gospel of baseball to Tim Robbins, down there
along Tobacco Road. But Robbins’ pitiful efforts to look
like even a minor league pitcher suggest that Bull Durham
is more about sex-as-sport than about baseball. So Bull
Durham, good though it is, can’t be Number One.

Six of the films on the SI list are boxing movies: Raging
Bull, Rocky, Requiem for a Heavyweight, and so forth. But
when we think “sports movies,” we’re usually thinking of
team sports. So that eliminates the boxing flicks, as well as
The Hustler and Chariots of Fire.  

Baseball elicits wonderful prose, but great baseball
movies are very hard to make, in part because few actors
know how to swing a bat, field a ball, or pitch; baseball’s
intricate weave of personal and corporate accomplishment
is also hard to capture dramatically (although Major
League, for all its vulgarity, comes close). Thus William
Bendix as the Bambino in The Babe Ruth Story is a sad
business, best forgotten quickly; William Bendix as a
Marine who dies happy in Guadalcanal Diary because he’s
just heard the Dodgers have won is pure Americana - but
not a great sports movie.

The Natural might qualify, but it’s so campy at
points, and it veers so far from the dark side of Bernard
Malamud’s novel, that I can’t put it at the top of the
list--although I confess that Robert Redford looks like
he swung a bat a few times before filming started. Field
of Dreams is too cloyingly sentimental to qualify for
the pennant; it ignores the baseball truth once articulat-

ed by the late Bart Giamatti, who wrote of the game he
loved, “It breaks your heart. It is designed to break
your heart.” 

So what’s left? Jerry Maguire? Please. Breaking Away?
I’d rather watch paint dry
than watch bicycle racing.

The envelope, please:
The greatest sports move

ever made is Hoosiers, a
sports movie with everything. 

It’s got the David-and-
Goliath story (true, as it happens) of a small-town high
school team winning an all-comers state tournament in
basketball-obsessed Indiana. It’s got redemption: for
the once-disbarred coach; for the often obtuse but
essentially decent locals; for the town drunk/basketball
genius who gets sober and gets his power-forward son
back in the process.

It’s a story of the triumph of discipline and teamwork
over freelancing and selfishness. It’s got a credible, middle-

age love story--Gene Hackman and Barbara Hershey: how
can you miss? It’s got simple, evangelical faith, which the
scriptwriter and director don’t mock. It’s got a terrific musi-
cal score by Jerry Goldsmith. And it’s got magnificent cin-
ematography: the camera work (far superior to this past
year’s Glory Road) captures the fierce ballet of serious
hoops and the beauty of the male body--all without the
slightest hint of homoeroticism. 

Hoosiers is also a great sports movie because it’s a
great evocation of male friendship--friendships among
teenagers trying to be men, friendships between men
trying to be men again, friendships between generations
of men. When Coach Norman Dale says, as his team
prepares to take the floor to contest the state champi-
onship, “I love you guys,” he could be Eisenhower talk-
ing to the 101st Airborne on the night before D-Day; or
John Paul II talking to priests; or Jim Lovell talking to

Fred Haise and Jack
Swigert as crippled Apollo
13 begins its fiery re-entry
into Earth’s atmosphere.
All of which has absolutely
nothing to do with--and is
in fact the polar opposite

of--the self-indulgence of Brokeback Mountain. 
In November 1999, Gene Hackman was coming out of

the Pasadena studio of KPCC-FM as I was coming in; we
were both flogging books. I couldn’t resist, and in my best
Sheb Wooley-imitation voice, said “Norman Dale.” He
smiled, we shook hands, and I told him that he’d made the
greatest sports movie ever. I still think that’s the case.

(George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.)

also experiencing the rewards of giving.
It was Saint Francis of Assisi who taught us: “For

it is in giving that we receive.” It was inspirational to
see the teens organizing all the toys, getting excited
to see the reactions from the St. Michael’s students.

At the end of the day, I’m sure all of the young-
sters went home with smiles on their faces. I know
we did.

(Note: Lorraine Cunningham is the executive
director of The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City
Children.)

It’s a story of the triumph 
of discipline and teamwork over

freelancing and selfishness.

by George Weigel

The

Catholic

Difference

Parishioners from St. Gabriel The Archangel Parish in Saddle River organize toys for St. Michael’s
Elementary School students in Newark.
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BY LORRAINE CUNNINGHAM
Special to The Catholic Advocate
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Pope yearns for ‘time of peace’ 

Worldwide Catholic identity explored

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—In a lengthy TV and radio
interview, Pope Benedict XVI called for an end to fight-
ing in the Middle East and said he hopes to travel to the
Holy Land “in a time of peace.” 

The pope also explained some of the priorities of his
papacy, saying he was convinced the Church needs to
frame its moral teachings in a positive way and shed the
image of an institution that always says “no.” 

The interview with German media was broadcast Aug.
13, eight days after it was recorded at the pope’s summer
villa in Castel Gandolfo, Italy. It was aired in advance of the
pope’s scheduled visit to his native Bavaria region of
Germany Sept. 9-14. 

The pope addressed a wide range of topics, including
ecumenical cooperation, the role of women in the church,
and the unifying function of the papacy. He also offered
some personal insights into the burdens of being pope. 

“It really is tiring,” he said of his schedule. But the 79-
year-old pontiff said he enjoyed the continual encounters
with bishops, politicians and other personalities “who want
to talk to me personally.” 

Despite having to live behind the Vatican walls, he said,
“to tell the truth, I’m not that lonely.” 

Asked about the situation in Lebanon, the pope said
everyone has to realize that “war is the worst solution for
all sides.” He expressed concern about the Christian com-
munity in Lebanon and warned of the danger of the emi-
gration of Christians from the entire region. 

“I’d like to visit the Holy Land, and I hope to visit it in
a time of peace,” he said. 

The pope said the church’s basic challenge in modern
society is to try to bridge the gap between technological
progress and morality. 

“I believe that the real problem of our historical
moment lies in the imbalance between the incredibly fast
growth of our technical power and that of our moral

capacity, which has not grown in proportion,” he said. 
“That’s why the formation of the human person is the

true recipe, the key to it all, I would say, and this is what the
Church proposes,” he said. 

He said teaching “know-how” is never enough. 
“If we only teach how to build and to use machines and

how to use contraceptives, then we shouldn’t be surprised
when we find ourselves facing wars and AIDS epidemics.
Because we need two dimensions: simultaneously we need
the formation of the heart,” he said. 

In the battle against AIDS and other social ills, the pope
suggested that the Church’s role is misrepresented or mis-
understood as a negative one. 

On internal Church matters, the pope said he planned
to hold consistories regularly, convening cardinals to “dis-
cuss current problems together and look for solutions.”
He said his frequent one-on-one talks with bishops also
favor a mutual exchange. 

Everyone knows the pope is “not an absolute monarch,”
he said, but there’s a strong awareness that the church needs
a unifying figure that can “guarantee independence from
political powers” and make sure Christians don’t identify
too much with nationalism. 

The pope addressed several other topics: 
• He said women have always had an important role in

the church, but said the faith does not allow women’s ordi-
nation as priests. While noting that women today carry out
important functions at the Vatican, he noted a juridical
problem: Church law says the power to make legally bind-
ing decisions is limited to sacred orders. 

• On the number of saints in the Church, the pope said
he had deliberately “decentralized” the beatification
process, leaving such ceremonies to local Church leaders so
that local figures could inspire Catholics of that specific
country or region. Those canonized, or declared saints,
should be examples for the whole Church, he said. 

“Thinking Globally and Acting Locally: Living Our
Catholic Identity on Campus and in the World” was the
conference theme Seton Hall’s partnership with the

SOUTH ORANGE—Seton Hall recently hosted the
annual conference for the Association for Student Affairs
at Catholic Colleges and Universities (ASACCU).

United Nations allowed conference attendees from 40
Catholic colleges and universities to experience the
theme by attending a portion of the conference at the U.N.
headquarters in New York City. 

Participants toured the U.N., attended lectures and pre-
sentations from the Millennium Campaign, an eight- goal
initiative focusing on reducing world poverty. 

ASACCU aims to guide student affairs professionals at
Catholic institutions across the country and help them
inspire students to care about their local and global commu-
nity. The balance of this important dichotomy from the
Catholic perspective, based on the Church’s social teaching,
was the focus of the conference. 

Father Robert Meyer, associate vice president for stu-
dent affairs at Seton Hall and legal attaché for the
Permanent Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations,
presented the keynote address on life in the Church since the
Second Vatican Council as a continuing journey. He dis-
cussed “The People of God, Liturgy and Sacraments,
Human Rights, Science and Technology, Ecumenism and
Evangelization and the influence of John Paul II.” 

“For too long the Church had been reduced to the rules,
and as a friend of mine likes to note, since the Vatican
Council, the Church is no longer simply about the ‘Thou
Shall Nots,’” he said. “The dialogue is no longer just about
talk, it is about action, it is about building up the Kingdom
of God. It is about seeking truth and acting in a way to both
expose and enable that truth and in finding our personal
freedom because of it.” 

In addition to the Second Vatican Council presenta-
tion, the conference included interactive workshops.
Attendees addressed timely issues such as, how to be
authentically Catholic, dealing with times of crisis, the
role of Catholic social teaching, issues of sexuality on
campuses, exploring vocations versus finding a job and
building small Christian communities.

Pope Benedict XVI

The 
Pope

Speaks

Eternal life awaits
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (CNS)—Life is full

of struggles and difficulties, but believers survive and
even thrive by always keeping in mind the fact that
life on earth is simply a prelude to eternal life, Pope
Benedict XVI said. 

With only 4,000 people requesting free tickets to
the Aug. 16 audience, Pope Benedict was able to hold
the gathering in the courtyard of his summer villa at
Castel Gandolfo, rather than return to the Vatican for
the morning. 

The pope told his guests he wanted to continue
focusing on the assumption of Mary, celebrated the
previous day. 

“The assumption evokes a mystery that interests each
one of us,” he said, because the fact that Mary lives with
God in heaven is a reminder that God created each per-
son for eternal life with Him. 

Unfortunately, he said, people often are so over-
whelmed by the daily events of their lives that they for-
get “this consoling spiritual reality, which constitutes an
important truth of faith.” 

Contemplating Mary's assumption and knowing that
we, too, are destined for eternity fills believers with peace
and serenity even when life becomes difficult, he said.

Sandra Estanek, ASACCU executive director, left, with left to right, Archbishop John J. Myers, Sister Paula
Buley, executive vice president for administration, Laura Wankel, vice president for student affairs and enroll-
ment services, and Msgr. Robert Sheeran, university president.
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Meet the Pastor

Rev. Joseph A. Petrillo

Birthday: May 4, 1948
Hometown: Weehawken
High School: Saint Michael, Union City
Seminary: Immaculate Conception
Undergraduate: New Jersey City
University
Graduate School: Boston College
Ordination: May 28, 1977
Hero: Saint John Baptist de La Salle
Favorite Saint: (same as above)
Favorite Sport: Walking
Favorite Food: Pasta
Favorite Subject in School: History
Favorite Movie: Gone With the Wind
Last Book Read: The Lost Art of
Walking on Water: Re-imagining the
Priesthood
Occupation if I Weren’t a Priest:
Teacher

tinued to be shepherd of the parish. “I
stayed in the rectory and everyone
offered to help. Archbishop Myers asked
me what I wanted him to do. All I wanted
him to do was listen. He responded in
such a caring way.” He has since
recovered and continues to serve as a

confidant to other
parishioners.

Father Petrillo
continues to build relationships with his
parishioners by participating in a parish
pilgrimage. Parishioners have traveled to
Lourdes, France, and western Vermont.
In its fifth year, the pilgrimage will trav-
el to Alaska. Along with touring, mass-
es and time for prayer and reflection,
binds the group.  

Preserving the history of Our Lady of
Lourdes is also an important facet of parish
life. A heritage room is run by members of
the congregations and is open every week-
end. Items in the museum-like room
include a framed photograph of the first
Mass in West Orange.

“The first year I was here, I noticed that
there was a huge collection of archival
material. Aformer deacon made it his proj-
ect to create a room to hold them all. We
are constantly receiving things for the her-
itage room,” Father Petrillo explained.
There is also a “Peace and Good Corner,”
a successful gift shop that sells items such
as greeting cards, Bibles and rosary beads. 

As of June 16, Our Lady of Lourdes
School closed after 80 years of service.
Forming a co-sponsorship alliance with St.
Joseph’s School, the two parishes will
open Blessed Pope John XXIII Academy
in the fall (see related article on page one).

Father Petrillo knows that getting the
youth involved is a priority at his parish.
“Our parish needs a youth group. There
are demographic changes and that is the

West Orange parish looks to engage young adults

The thriving faith community at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, the
first Catholic church in West

Orange, began with a groundbreaking cer-
emony on Nov. 1, 1914.

One week later, the first Mass cele-
brated by Father Nicholas A. Marnell
and was held at the home of Patrick and
Bridget Byrne. The new parish had a
strong Irish and Italian presence with
both communities working together to
celebrate their faith. 

Land at what today is the busy corner
of Harrison and Eagle Rock avenues was
purchased in 1922. The school welcomed
its first 295 students under the tutelage of
the Sisters of Charity. The Sisters lived in
a convent on Valley Road.

Groundbreaking for the present
church building took place in 1963 and a
year later, Archbishop Thomas A. Boland
dedicated the new structure at a Solemn
Pontifical Mass. Father Boland celebrat-
ed his first Mass in this country at the
parish in 1923.

Today, Our Lady of Lourdes has 1,000
families in its congregation. Father Joseph
A. Petrillo, the pastor since 2001, said the
parish is “like a rainbow.” 

Along with the Irish and Italian-
American families, there are also Filipino
and Nigerian members. The parish still
celebrates its Irish heritage with the annual
St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. Founded
by Archbishop
Boland, the town of West Orange joins in
the festivities. Our Lady of Lourdes is the
last stop on the parade route.

Although the parade encompasses the
entire town, Father Petrillo would like to
see more parishioners involved in the
ministry and other parish activities, espe-
cially young people.

“There seems to be some graying at our

parish, but it is like that in many places.
Our senior members are the greatest stew-
ards and some take on various jobs. Newer
people are less likely to be deeply
involved. Although weekend attendance is
up, we need to address volunteerism head-
on,” Father Petrillo said.

Last year, the parish hosted a ministry
fair to encourage people to participate in
different organizations and missions. “We
wanted to convince people to take a look,”
he said. “We need to market the idea of
ministering to others a little better.”

Bringing the community together, is
the Mass of Remembrance and Hope for
9/11. The annual event is attended by
township officials, firefighters and police
officers. Abereavement Mass is celebrated
in November and also draws a large crowd
to the parish. There is also World Marriage
Sunday in February and several other “ad
hoc” celebrations when the congregation
comes together for Mass and socializing. 

Since becoming pastor, Father Petrillo
has been an undeniable force for building
a community of faith. However, the
vibrant and enthusiastic leader was shaken
with a near-fatal heath scare. “I was diag-
nosed with breast cancer three years ago. I
had to undergo infused chemotherapy and
had a mastectomy. I never thought men
could get breast cancer,” he said. 

During that trying time, Father Petrillo
saw the generosity and the best qualities in
members of his parish. “When I told the
parishioners about my diagnosis, they

responded with such love and concern.
There was this circle of love and everyone
benefited from this love. Today, I think
that’s what makes us stand out; we are
known for our concern for others. The
parish’s greatest asset is the people. This
parish is the people.”

Father Petrillo only took one week off
during the time he had surgery and con-

way things are. I would like to continue to
see God made present to the people of Our
Lady of Lourdes and to continue to sup-
port all who come here.”

(Our Lady of Lourdes Parish is
located at 1 Eagle Rock Ave., West
Orange, 07052.)

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, founded in 1914, highlights its diverse history with a her-
itage room filled with archival material and artifacts. 

The baptismal font is located at the entrance of Our Lady of Lourdes. The
parish continues to grow and has 1,000 registered families.
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Our Lady of Lourdes, West Orange

BY MELISSA MCNALLY
Staff Writer
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NEW YORK—Support Our
Aging Religious (SOAR) will
celebrate its 20th anniversary
Oct. 4 at Tavern on the Green.

SOAR is a not-for-profit
organization dedicated to finan-
cially supporting elderly mem-
bers of Catholic religious con-
gregations.

The funds raised from the
anniversary celebration will assist
SOAR in meeting the daily needs
of the 40,000 religious in the
United States over the age of 70.

During the past 20 years more
than 500 grants have been award-
ed to religious congregations. 

SOAR’s honoree this year
Joseph Paul Delaney, Director,
Deloitte & Touche, USA. He
serves on the Board of Directors
for the Greater New York
Chapter of the March of Dimes,
The Christopher Whitehouse
Foundation, and the Staten Island
Cross Road Foundation. 

Delaney, an 18 year volunteer
with SOAR, will receive the New
York Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
Award honoree. In his work with
SOAR, Delaney has been respon-
sible, since 1996, for annually rais-
ing over $5,000 for the SOAR
Benefit each Fall, as well as serv-
ing as dinner co-chair for previous
celebrations and serving as emcee
the past seven years.

A 2004 survey prepared by

SOAR to celebrate two decades
of being there for aging religious

for their services, prohibiting any
significant savings for the future.
Compensation for religious is, in
most cases, nominal.

The emcee this year will be
George Meade of the Morning
Show on WOR Radio.

For more information contact
Peg Zukowski at bpzuk@aol.com
or (201) 993-0845.

the Religious Retirement Office
(NRRO) indicates a $7.4-billion
shortfall in funds needed for reli-
gious elderly. As a result, many
religious institutions have limited
resources to care for elderly and
infirm members. The average
annual social security benefit for
religious is $4,125 compared to
$11,064 for lay recipients.

To date, SOAR has distributed
536 grants totaling approximately
$7 million to congregations in 43
states and Puerto Rico. 

The median age of religious
has risen dramatically. The medi-
an age of women religious is now
69 years and men 63 years. In
addition, the number of new
members who traditionally sup-
ported the elderly religious has
dropped significantly; the cost of
healthcare has escalated enor-
mously; and for years, religious
were given a very modest stipend

STAINED GLASS
FOR CHURCHES

+   NEW   +
+  RESTORATION  +

+

LAMB STUDIOS
SINCE 1857
CLIFTON, NJ

973-916-0331

Saint Anthony of Padua Chapel
Archdiocese of Newark

1360 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange, NJ 07052

Tel: (973) 325-2233
Directions: Exit 7 from I-280, then south for 1 1/2 miles 

on Pleasant Valley Way

Come to St. Anthony’s!
Designated by the Archdiocese of Newark for the exclusive 
celebration of the Traditional Latin Mass and Sacraments

Mass Schedule
Sunday : 7:30 a.m. • 9:00 a.m. • 11:00 a.m.

Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday and Saturday: 8:00 a.m. • 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: 9:00 a.m.

Confessions 1/2 hour before each Mass on Sunday

Traditional
Latin Mass

FAREWELL RECEPTION—Offering best wishes to Father
John Chadwick at St. Agnes Parish, Clark, are, left to right,
Gina Behrend, Maureen Tereshko, Father John Chadwick,
Terry Segreto, Joanne Cancro, and Nancy Kalvin.

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
“Baby Rebecca” was saved from 
abortion and born on 3-16-06. We strug-
gle to keep our prolife shelters open to
provide a choice for over 200 pregnant
women who call our hotline monthly.
Your contributions can help save many
of God’s innocent preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

For further information contact:

Several Sources Foundation
P.O. Box 157

Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277

Visit our websites:
www.severalsourcesfd.org
www.thechoicegame.org

www.chastitycall.org
All contributions are tax deductible.

Benedictine Monks of Newark Abbey
Weekday Services in St. Mary’s Church

5:00 a.m. Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
6:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
11:40 a.m. Midday Prayer
5:00 p.m. Community Mass
7:00 p.m. Sung Vespers

520 Dr. M.L. King Boulevard, Newark, NJ
(973) 792-5786 or visit www.newarkabbey.org

49-53 Bloomfield Avenue, Caldwell, NJ 07006
www.lakelandbank.com • 973-618-0193

Experience Community Banking At Its Finest.

Visit our Caldwell Office today and enjoy 
friendly service along with these great offers!

Statement Savings Account

5.00%
APY*

$1,000 minimum to open

6-Month CD

5.25%
APY**

*Minimum deposit to open is $1,000. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 8/1/06. A minimum daily balance of $1 is required to obtain the APY.

Fees could reduce earnings on the account. New money only.

**Call branch for details. APY is accurate as of 8/1/06. Minimum deposit to open the CD and obtain the APY is $1,000. A penalty may be imposed for early

withdrawal. Consumer accounts only. New funds only (i.e., funds not already on deposit at Lakeland Bank).

†$100 offer requires direct deposit sign-up within the first 30 days of account opening. Bonus will be credited to account within 60 days after the first direct

deposit is made. APY is .50% as of 8/1/06. The rate may change after the account is opened. Minimum balance to open the account and obtain the APY and

bonus is $100. New accounts only. A $100 service fee will be deducted if the account is closed within six months.

Offers may be withdrawn at any time, unless otherwise noted, and are valid only at our Caldwell location.

Open a 
NOW Checking Account
with direct deposit and

receive $100! †
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Sister Rose memorial
set Sept. 13 at Cathedral

Knights install new officers
WASHINGTON TOWNSIP—

In a ceremony accompanied by
the Joseph Lamb Assembly Color
Corps, Knights of Columbus
Mother Seton Council #5427 offi-
cers were installed by State
District Deputy Garret Pinke.

Wearing their official ceremoni-
al robes, the slate of officers
installed for the 2006-2007 term
were James Dugan, grand knight;
John Picarella, deputy grand
knight; Richard Smith, chancel-
lor; Gerard Rider, recorder; Dick
Freyland, treasurer; Donald
Murphy, Warden; Ezio Bioletti,
John Murphy, and Shawn Cowie
as guards; Ken Kaphammer,

financial secretary; Mike Hess,
advocate; and Garret Pinke,
Charles Devine, and Bob Hibler
as trustees.

Also recognized for their
newly elected or ongoing status
were the organization’s Colum-
bian club trustees: President Bob
Hibler; Vice President Paul
Elterlein; Secretary Ken Kap-
hammer; Treasurer Ed Pender-
gast; and trustees Ezio Bioletti,
Anthony Carrino, Robert
Catherman, James Dugan, Ed
Kohnowich, Al Lombardi,
Andrew Lukac, John Murphy,
John Picarella, Garret Pinke, and
Jerry Rider.

St. John taps Gladys Pozza as pastoral associate
HILLSDALE—Gladys Pozza is the new pastoral associate for

Family Faith Development at St. John the Baptist Parish.
Her responsibilities include Children’s Catechetical

Development (CCD) programs, K-8; Sacramental preparation for
First Eucharist and First Reconciliation; RCIA as adapted for chil-
dren and resourcing for Liturgy of the Word for Children. In addi-
tion, Pozza will work with Cathy Wollyung, pastoral associate for
Faith Formation, in Catechist Training, Teacher Development in
St. John’s Academy as well as working with parents in developing
their faith. 

Pozza received a Master’s degree in Pastoral Ministry from
Caldwell College in June, 2003.  Her Master’s project focused on
empowering lay leadership, which included a three-year plan for
implementation at St. Lawrence Parish in Weehawken.  She was
selected and awarded membership in Kappa Gamma Pi National
Catholic College Graduate Honor Society and is a member of the

Theta Alpha Kappa National Honor Society for Religious
Studies/Theology.  She also holds a Bachelor’s degree, Magna Cum
Laude, from St. John’s University in Transportation and Logistics.  

For the last six years Pozza was pastoral associate for
Catechetics for St. Lawrence Parish.  Her responsibilities  includ-
ed direction of the Religious Education Program, the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program and the Adult
Education Program.  She also coordinated a number of addition-
al pastoral programs.

Pozza was a recipient of the 2005-2006 Religious Educational
Excellence Award for the Mid-Atlantic Region, sponsored by the
National Association of Parish Catechetical Directors (NPCD), (see
The Catholic Advocate, April 26).  The award was presented at its
14th annual convocation.  This organization is a professional asso-
ciation within the Religious Education Department of the National
Catholic Education Association (NCEA).

Historical status of Holy Rosary
church given formal recognition

H A C K E N S A C K — T h e
church building of Holy Rosary
Parish, Edgewater, was among 18
sites to receive a Bergen County
Historic Preservation Commen-
dation Award during recent cere-
monies at the historic Church on
the Green.

Bergen County has presented
the annual awards since 1982 to
recognize individuals and groups
for their contributions to preser-
vation, restoration and adaptive
use of historic areas throughout
the county.

Holy Rosary Parish was
included in the “historic preserva-
tion and continuing use of a pri-
vate or public building” category.
Father George J. Ruane is pastor
of the parish which will celebrate
its centennial later this year.

On hand for the awards’ pres-

entation was County Executive
Dennis McNerney who noted “it is
important to celebrate the role of
history in our lives and the contri-

St. Sebastian Feast Aug. 25-27
MONTCLAIR—The 80th

annual Feast of Saint Sebastian,
sponsored by the Society of Saint
Sebastian, will take place Aug. 25-
27 at Kaveny Field at the corner of
Walnut and Grove streets.

Highlighted by a the tradition-
al process of a statue of Our Lady
through neighborhood streets, the
feast will include food, games,
rides and live entertainment. The
feast and carnival will be open
Friday from 6 to 10 p.m. and
Saturday and Sunday 4 to 10 p.m.

The procession, accompanied
by the Tony Neglia Symphonic
Feast Band of 30 musicians, will

leave Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church, 94 Pine St., Sunday at
3:30 p.m. and is scheduled to
arrive at the feast grounds two
hours later. It will then return to the
church at 6:30 p.m.

Other religious activities
include Vespers Saturday at
7:30 p.m. and a Solemn Mass
Sunday at 10 a.m. Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament will
conclude the procession. Father
Anthony Lionelli, pastor, will
lead the religious services.

For additional information
call (973) 743-4951 or (973)
482-5845.

NEWARK—Seton Hall University and many prominent members of
the Catholic and Jewish communities will celebrate the legacy of Sister
Rose Thering with a Sept. 13 memorial service at 7 p.m. in the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart.

“We felt it very important to pay proper homage to Sister Rose, and
the Cathedral Basilica is the most appropriate place,” explained Luna
Kaufman, chairman of the board of the Sister Rose Thering Endowment
for Jewish-Christian Studies at Seton Hall. 

Speakers offering personal reflections will include Msgr. Robert
Sheeran, president of Seton Hall University, Rabbi Irving Greenberg and
Mrs. Blu Greenberg, Abraham Foxman, executive director of the Anti-
Defamation League, and Paul Winkler, executive director of the New
Jersey Commission for Holocaust Education. Theodore Bikel, the noted
actor, will send a written message to be read aloud. 

The Cathedral Choir will perform several musical selections, and
Cantor Daniel Neiden will chant Kaddish. Several of Sister Rose’s fam-
ily members will be in attendance, as will several representatives of her
convent in Racine, Wisconsin.

Seton Hall University established the Sister Rose Thering
Endowment for Jewish-Christian Studies in 1992. The endowment
builds on the inter-faith education work of Sister Rose by providing
scholarship assistance for teachers in graduate-level Jewish-Christian
and Holocaust Studies, developing curriculum resources and presenting
workshops for teachers in public, private and parochial schools.

School teachers are an important audience for the endowment
because in addition to New Jersey, only four other states – New York,
Illinois, California and Florida – have mandates to teach about the
Holocaust. Of the five, New Jersey is the only one requiring Holocaust
or genocide education at all grade levels. 

Gladys Pozza

butions made by dedicated indi-
viduals in helping to preserve the
tangible assets of the heritage that
has shaped us as a people.”

The awards ceremony included, left to right, Assemblywoman Joan Voss; Ruth Paci of the Bergen County
Historic Preservation Advisory Board; Father George J. Ruane, pastor of Holy Rosary Parish; parish
trustees Joseph Kerwin and Margaret Gearity; Frank Debari, director of the Bergen County Department
of Parks; Assemblywoman and Freeholder Valerie Vainieri Huttle and Carol Messer, director of the
Division of Cultural and Historic Affairs, Department of Parks. 
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MMootthheerr  SSeettoonn  RReeggiioonnaall  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
invites 6th, 7th and 8th grade girls to its

Please call (732) 382-1952 for
information and registration

MMootthheerr  SSeettoonn  RReeggiioonnaall  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Valley Road

Clark, N.J. 07066

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, September 27, 2006 

7:30 p.m.

“Seton Science Workshop”
Saturday, October 21, 2006

“Be a Freshman for a Day”
Wednesday, November 1, 2006

Mother Seton 

Regional H.S.

• Academic Excellence

• Honors Program

• College Prep Program

• Seton Spirit

• Leadership Program

• Varsity Sports

• Clubs & Activities

• Bus Transportation

1-732-382-1952
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French teacher Scholz travels to Japan
JERSEY CITY—St. Dominic Academy French teacher Denise

Scholz was a participant in the Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Teacher
Program in Japan. She traveled to Japan in June to participate in the inter-
national program.

The Japanese government sponsors the Japan Fulbright Memorial
Fund. It was launched in 1997 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the U.S. government Fulbright Program, which has enabled more than
6,000 Japanese citizens to study in the United States on Fulbright fel-
lowships for graduate education and research.

The program allows distinguished secondary school educators in the
United States to travel to Japan for three weeks in an effort to promote
greater intercultural understanding between the two nations.

Scholz, a resident of Bayonne, was selected from a national pool of
nearly 2,300 applicants. She began her visit in Tokyo with a practical ori-

entation on Japanese life and culture, and attended meetings with
Japanese government officials and educators.

Once acclimated, she traveled to different host cities, including
Nagasaki, and toured Japanese primary and secondary schools as well as
a teachers college. The archdiocesan educator also visited cultural sites,
local industries, and attended a home stay with a Japanese family. Scholz
learned origami, attended a workshop on Japanese art, and attended a
seminar on the Status of Women.

Scholz is moderator of the Anime Club at St. Dominic Academy.
Members watch Japanese animation and read cartoon-style novels.
Scholz will make a presentation about her experience to the Saint
Dominic Academy faculty during the coming school year and plans to
engage in cross-disciplinary work with the history department.

Scholz is also the moderator of school’s Multicultural Club.

Project Backpack supplies
back-to-school equipment

Denise Scholz

AREA—“It’s good to know that there is a community interested
in outreach and in helping schools like ours” Ana Maria Castaneda,
principal of Our Lady of Libera in West New York, said.

Castaneda was referring to Project Backpack, a summer campaign
undertaken by Holy Trinity Parish in Westfield.  

Project Backpack is in its fifth year at Holy Trinity Parish and is
directed by Deacon Tom Pluta and parishioner Joan Pulliam. The
five-week drive kicks off in early summer and concludes in August
just before school starts.

Parishioners are asked to donate a backpack filled with various
supplies, such as pencils, crayons, notebooks and pens for students in
grades Kindergarten through 8.  They may also donate cash, which is
used to outfit children in school uniforms and also covers the cost of
additional supplies for the selected schools.

In addition to Our Lady of Libera, Project Backpack will benefit
St. Aloysius School in Jersey City. The pastor of St. Aloysius, Father
Dick Kelly, speaks fondly of the people of Holy Trinity, where he
served for seven years.

“I am not surprised at all by this gesture,” Father Kelly said. “The
people of Holy Trinity are extremely generous in reaching out to those
who need help. There is a great sense of social ministry and the mis-
sion of the Church. I thank them very much on behalf of the parents
and students of our school.”

Pluta and Pulliam urge other parishes to consider Project
Backpack. In a recent interview, they described the program as “a
great example of stewardship at work in the most practical sense.”

BY TRISH FITZPATRICK
Special to The Catholic Advocate

The Academy of Saint Elizabeth
Convent Station, New Jersey

“A perfect woman, nobly planned, to warn, to comfort, and command.”

William Wordsworth

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, September 26 ~ Thursday, October 19 ~ Thursday, November 30
All at 7:00 p.m.

TESTING OF 8TH GRADE STUDENTS
Saturday, October 28 ~ Saturday, November 11 ~ Saturday, December 2

All at 8:00 a.m.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ESTABLISHED IN 1860 UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE SISTERS OF CHARITY OF SAINT

ELIZABETH, THE ACADEMY OF SAINT ELIZABETH IS THE OLDEST HIGH SCHOOL

FOR GIRLS IN THE UNITED STATES.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As a Charter Member, the Academy is accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools and a member of the National Catholic Education Association, 

National Association of Independent Schools, and Association for Supervision and Curriculum.

The Academy of Saint Elizabeth, an independent, Roman Catholic college preparatory school 
for grades 9-12, admits girls of any race, religion, color, and national or ethnic origin.

For further information, please contact the Admissions Office at 973-290-5225

Saint Joseph School
240 Franklin Avenue • Maplewood, NJ

PRE-SCHOOL: Ages 3-4 years old programs
Extended Care: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
8:25 am - 3:00 pm

Extended Care: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm

¥ Catholic/Christian Philosophy
¥ Multicultural Atmosphere

¥ Nurturing, Certified Staff
¥ Youth Choir grades 4-8

FOR INFORMATION 
CALL (973) 761-4033
Susan Jurevich, Principal
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in the 1995-1996 school year.
Meanwhile, during that same time
frame, annual costs to operate
archdiocesan schools have risen
more than 30 percent.

Elementary schools that have
closed include St Thomas More,
Midland Park; Garfield Catholic
Academy; St. Lucy; St. Aedan,
Jersey City; and Holy Rosary,
Union City. 

Regarding changes to arch-
diocesan secondary schools, the
Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth,
Convent Station, have decided to
close Sacred Heart Academy in
Hoboken and the Academy of St.
Aloysius in Jersey City and to
form a new high school in Jersey
City, at the site presently occupied
by the Academy of St. Aloysius, to
be called Caritas Academy.

Co-sponsorships include
Transfiguration Academy,
New Milford, and Bergen-
field campuses; Blessed
Pope John XXIII Academy,
West Orange. Expanded
Co-sponsorships include
Saints Mary and Elizabeth
Academy, Linden. In Hud-
son County, Jersey City’s
St. Aedan Parish will join
with the neighboring parish-
es of St. John the Baptist
and Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel to co-sponsor Visi-
tation Interparochial School,
already located at the St. John’s
site. 

Father Hanbury cited the co-
sponsorship arrangement of
Blessed Pope John XXIII
Academy, which combines Our
Lady of Lourdes and Saint
Joseph’s School and Academy, as
a showcase for this education
strategy. “This is an exciting new
beginning for students in the town
of West Orange,” he said. The co-
sponsorship alliance will be
housed at Saint Joseph. 

Lynda Wright, the principal at
Blessed Pope John XXIII Acad-
emy (who previously served as
principal at Saint Joseph), said
the pastors of the respective
churches determined that co-
sponsorship was the best way to

“provide a Catholic school
experience for students in West
Orange” while working hard to
contain tuition costs.

“It’s hard when a school closes.
We had two very good schools (in
West Orange), and now we’ve
made one really great school,”
Wright explained. She said that
while some parents initially were
upset by the decision, most have
now come to understand the situa-
tion and the need to go to a co-
sponsorship arrangement.

Wright said benefits of the
co-sponsorship arrangement
being launched this year include
a stronger emphasis on math,
science, computer technology,
gifted and talented classes, and
language arts. “We’re paying
attention to the needs of stu-
dents,” she said.

Wright said she antici-
pates an upbeat school spirit
for her 275-plus students this
year, which was demonstrat-
ed during the recent summer
basketball league programs
for seventh- and eighth-
grade boys and girls.
Students from the two co-
sponsorship schools—previ-
ously archrivals in sports—
forged a strong bond while
competing in the summer
league, she observed.

As reported earlier this year
(see The Catholic Advocate, Feb.
22) mergers, closures and co-
sponsorship arrangements are part
of the strategic vision for schools
as developed by the archdiocese,
in conjunction with the New
Energies Task Force Initiatives. 

Aside from co-sponsorships, a
major near-term development for
archdiocesan schools is the plan
to launch Christ the King prep
school, which will be part of the
highly regarded Cristo Rey net-
work that operates throughout the
United States see (The Catholic
Advocate, April 12).

Christ the King, slated to open
its doors in September 2007, will
be located at the site formerly
occupied by Our Lady of Good
Counsel Elementary School,

which closed here two years
ago. Father Edward Glynn, S.J.,
a nationally acclaimed educator,
administrator, author and the
former president of St. Peter’s
College, Jersey City, was selected
as the president of the new Cristo
Rey school.

Last year, the Archdiocese of

Continued from page 1
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2 Convent Road, Morristown, NJ 07960
www.cse.edu

Cherishing the Tradition.
Nourishing the Faith.

Sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, New Jersey

FALL 2006 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CONFERENCE

“Live and Teach Your Catholic Faith 
with Vision and Vitality”

Friday, September 29 
and 

Saturday, September 30, 2006
on the campus of 

the College of Saint Elizabeth

Featuring keynotes by

Thomas H. Groome, Ph.D. and

Michael P. Horan, Ph.D.

Offering a variety of workshops 
to nourish your own ministry

Co-sponsored by the College of Saint Elizabeth’s 
Center for Theological and Spiritual Development 

and 
Silver Burdett Ginn Religion

For registration information call (973) 290-4300
or visit our website at www.cse.edu/center

Offering Certificate in Ministry Programs for:
Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Religious Education
Parish Life Ministries

Pastoral Administration

• Earn 25 undergraduate theology credits in 24 months

• 50% tuition discount for qualified parish volunteers and employees

Now offering programs completely online!

Newark was ranked as the tenth-
largest diocese in the United States
in terms of overall student enroll-
ment, according to figures com-
piled by the National Catholic
Educational Association (NCEA),
Washington D.C. Newark’s stu-
dent enrollment trailed (in order)
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia,

Archdiocesan
Elementary Schools

Archdiocesan 
High Schools

2006-
2007

2006-
2007

104113

36 34

2005-
2006 

2005-
2006 

Los Angeles, Brooklyn, Cleveland,
St. Louis, Cincinnati and Boston.

NCEA figures indicated that
New Jersey, with 124,373 Catholic
School students in the 2005-2006
school year, was the sixth-largest
state in terms of enrollment,
trailing New York, California,
Pennsylvania, Illinois and Ohio.

* E s t i m a t e s .

Source: Schools Office
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HOBOKEN—The board of
pastors of Hoboken Catholic
Academy selected Barbara
Dolan—a career Catholic educa-
tor with some 24 years of teaching
and administration experience—
as the principal of the Pre-K to
Grade 8 school.

Hoboken Catholic enlists Dolan to ‘unify school’
Aedan School, Jersey City,
Academy of the Sacred Heart,
Hoboken, and St. Joseph School,
Hoboken. Dolan also served on
the faculty of St. Catharine
School, Spring Lake.

Dolan holds a Master of Arts
in Administration and Supervision
from St. Peter’s College, and a
Master of Arts in Counseling
from New Jersey City University.
She received a Bachelor of Arts
in Elementary Education and
Religious Studies from Caldwell
College, and has earned gradu-
ate credits in Theology from
Boston College. She holds
State of New Jersey certifica-
tions in Elementary Education,
Student Personnel Services,
and Principal/Supervisor.

Among her professional
affiliations are memberships in
the National Catholic Education
Association and the Association
for Supervision and Curriculum
Development.

Hoboken Catholic Academy is
operated by the parishes of St.
Ann, St. Francis, Our Lady of
Grace/St. Joseph and Ss. Peter and
Paul in Hoboken and St. Lawrence
in Weehawken. 

Registration for the fall is con-
tinuing. Call (201) 963-9535.

to the school’s care.”
“I believe I have much to offer

to the school community at
Hoboken Catholic Academy,”
Dolan said. “I believe in Catholic
education and the importance of
providing quality Catholic educa-
tion to young people in our com-
munities. My personal faith com-
mitment and Catholic identity
direct my efforts to establish the
school as a community that
reflects God’s love and fosters
faith development.”

Dolan’s selection as the indi-
vidual to lead Hoboken Catholic
Academy’s education program
marked the conclusion of an
extensive search process that
included participation by school
parents, parishioners, faculty,
board of pastors and archdiocesan
Schools Office staff.

From 2002 until the end of the
2005-2006 school year, Dolan
served as principal of Visitation
School (formerly Ss. John and
St. Ann Interparochial School),
Jersey City. Immediately prior to
that assignment, she served on the
faculty of Our Lady of the Lake
School, Verona, from 1993 until
2002. Between 1983 and 1992,
she held a number of positions
within the Archdiocese at St.

munity, enrich the academic
quality of the curriculum, and
collaborate with the faculty, staff,
board of pastors, home school
association and school board in
‘touching hearts, kindling minds,
nurturing souls and inspiring the
lives of young people’ entrusted

Last month, in announcing
the selection, Father Thomas A.
Crangle, O.F.M., Cap., president
of the board of pastors, stated that
“Barbara Dolan is a competent
professional leader who will
advance Hoboken Catholic
Academy, unify the school com-

27 Crittendon
Street
Newark

Fr. Antonio da
Silva, S.D.V.,

Pastor

Linda Cerino
Principal

for young women grades 9-12
Applications presently being 

accepted for freshman and 
transfer students

The Sisters of Charity 
of Saint Elizabeth
celebrate the opening of the

NEW Caritas Academy
        - the Sisters of Charity 
          of Saint Elizabeth 
          Academy in Hudson   
         County

For an application and/or further 
information call  Caritas Academy

2495 Kennedy Boulevard, 
Jersey City, NJ  07304          201-433-8877

Immaculate Conception High School
258 South Main Street, Lodi, NJ

“...forming young women of competance, compassion and commitment since 1915”

We Welcome the
Class of 2010!

Admissions Office (973) 773-2665
Website: www.ichslodi.com

We are proud of the Class of 2006 which received
over 1.3 million dollars in scholarships and grants.
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MORRISTOWN—The Academy of Saint
Elizabeth, the oldest high school for girls in New
Jersey, will host open-house events for parents and
students on Sept. 26, Oct. 19 and Nov. 30. All three
open-house dates will begin at 7 p.m.

The Academy of Saint Elizabeth is an inde-
pendent college preparatory school for grades 9 to
12. Sister Patricia Costello, O.P., is the principal of
the academy. The campus, located here on 2
Convent Road, is accessible by car (just off Route
124), train (New Jersey Transit’s Morristown
Line) and bus (the Lakeland Bus Line). Contact
the school’s admissions office at (973) 290-5225
for more information.

St. Elizabeth to host 3 open-houses

Deborah Egan and Benjamin J. Dineen have been selected as the new
principal and president, respectively, at Saint Dominic Academy.

St. Dominic Academy selects
Egan and Dineen to lead school

JERSEY CITY—Benjamin J.
Dineen and Deborah Egan have
been tapped as the first president
and new principal, respectively, at
Saint Dominic Academy (SDA).

Dineen, a resident of Secau-
cus, comes to SDA with a strong
background in banking. He most
recently served as vice president
for not-for-profit and municipal
banking at Independence Com-
munity Bank in Newark. He holds
a Bachelor of Arts in Business
Management and Accounting
from Catholic University in
Washington D.C.

Among Dineen’s many hon-
ors are an award from President
George H.W. Bush at the first

expansion of the physical plant
and laid the groundwork for the
forthcoming capital campaign to
support the academy’s endow-
ment, scholarships and growth
of the facilities.

A resident of Sayreville, Egan
holds a Master’s degree in
Educational Administration from
Caldwell College, as well as an
M.R.E. in Systematic Theology
from St. Joseph’s College
Seminary, Yonkers, NY, and
post-Masters Certification in
Spirituality from St. Michael’s
College, VT. She has just begun
studies in the Executive Ed.D.
doctoral program in Education
Administration at Seton Hall

New Jersey Governor’s Volunteer
Conference, his participation in a
yearlong fellowship through
Leadership New Jersey, the 2004
Rotary Club of Jersey City
Community Service Award, and
the 2003 March of Dimes
Northern New Jersey Leadership
Award for Volunteerism.

Egan has been with SDAfor 17
years as a religion teacher. Three
years ago she was appointed assis-
tant principal for academics.

Sister Vivien Jennings, O.P.,
Ph.D., who has served as SDA’s
principal since 1999, retired in
July. During her tenure she over-
saw the expansion of the cur-
riculum, initiated plans for an

University. Egan served as a co-
chair of SDA’s Middle States
Coordinating Committee and is
also a member of the Dominican
Sisters of Hope Associate
Program.

“Saint Dominic Academy has a
proud history as one of Hudson

County’s oldest educational insti-
tutions. I believe the appointment
of Ben Dineen as the new presi-
dent and Deborah Egan as the new
principal ensures a bright future,”
Sister Alice Uhl, O.P., the chair-
woman of the SDA board of
trustees, stated. 

As a charter member, the Academy of Saint
Elizabeth is accredited by the Middle States
Association of Colleges and Schools and is a mem-
ber of the National Catholic Education Association,
the National Association of Independent Schools and
the Association for Supervision and Curriculum.

According to the school’s Web site
(http://www.academyofsaintelizabeth.org) Mother
Xavier, in 1859, was commissioned by Bishop
James Roosevelt Bayley to establish a school for
young women in New Jersey. The academy was
established in Madison in September 1860. Today,
the campus is over 200 acres and also the home of
the College of Saint Elizabeth.

Grades K-6 Boys & Girls
Grades 7-12 Young Women

Outstanding academics 

Innovative cultural arts

Competitive athletics programs

Commitment to community service

Financial aid available

An active faith experience

44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 
www.oakknoll.org

Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child

• Class of 2006 awarded $5.6 million in col-
lege scholarships
• Upperclasswomen participate in prestigious
academic programs nationwide at Princeton,
Harvard, Johns Hopkins, and in Washington,
D.C., to name a few
• Multiple participants in the prestigious New
Jersey Governor’s Schools
• Our faculty includes Mr. Joseph Napoli, Teacher of the Year for the Non-
public Schools of the State of New Jersey, and Ms. Denise Scholz, 2006
Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Teacher Program participant
• Nationally recognized “Dominoes” choir recently performed at Carnegie
Hall, Lincoln Center and the United Nations
• “Blue Devils” sports teams hold multiple championship titles, including #1
Soccer, Swimming, Dance, and Track and Field titles 
• Annual educational tours of Europe

Invest in your daughter's future at

St. Dominic Academy
2572 Kennedy Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07304

www.stdominicacad.com

SDA - where opportunities abound
OPEN HOUSE

for 8th and 7th grade girls and their parents

SUNDAY, 9/24/06 - 1 - 3 P.M. TUESDAY, 9/26/06 - 6 - 8 P.M.
For more information, call Ms. Smith at (201) 434-5938 ext. 35 

or e-mail admissions@stdominicacad.com

Saint Cassian School
accredited by the Middle States Association of  Colleges and Schools

Pre K - Grade 8
Before and After School Programs

Sports - Band - Extra-Curricular Activities
Lunch Program

Full Day Kindergarten
Flexible Pre-K Program to meet your specific needs
To schedule a visit or for more information call the

school office at 973-746-1636
190 Lorraine Avenue, Upper Montclair, NJ

www.stcassianschool.org 
Providing quality Catholic education for over 50 years
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UNION COUNTY
OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE 2006-2007

Mother Seton Regional High School    27   September, 7:30-9:30 PM
Clark                                                  6   November, 7:30-9:30 PM
www.motherseton.org

Benedictine Academy                           5 October, 7-9 PM
Elizabeth                                          21 October, 10 AM-12 PM
www.benedictineacad.org 27 March, 7-9 PM

St. Mary of the Assumption High School   24   September, 2-4 PM
Elizabeth                                           28   January, 2-4 PM
www.stmaryassumptionhs.com

Saint Patrick High School Call school for information
Elizabeth
www.stpatrickhs.org

Roselle Catholic Regional High School 28   September, 7-9 PM
Roselle 25  January, 7-9 PM
www.rosellecatholic.org                    21  April, 9-11 AM

Union Catholic Regional High School 3   October, 7-9 PM
Scotch Plains                                    24  April, 7-9 PM
www.unioncatholic.org

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child      22   October, 1-3 PM
Summit                                           11 November, 9:30-11 AM
www.oakknoll.org

Oratory Preparatory School                24   September, 3-5 PM
Summit                                           22   October, 3-5 PM
www.oratoryprep.org 28 January, 3-5 PM

The Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.

HUDSON COUNTY
OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE 2006-2007

Holy Family Academy 24  September, 12:30-2:30 PM
Bayonne 25 September, 6:30-8:30 PM
www.hfa.bayonne.net

Marist High School 1 October, 1-4 PM
Bayonne 25  January, 7-9 PM
www.marist.org

Caritas Academy 24  September, 1-3 PM
www.scnj.org 28  September, 7-9 PM
Jersey City 31  January, 7-9 PM

Hudson Catholic Regional High School  15  October, 1-3 PM
Jersey City 24  January, 7-9 PM
www.hudsoncatholic.org

Saint Aloysius High School 30  September, 12-2 PM
Jersey City 1 October, 6-8 PM
www.sahsonline.info

Saint Anthony High School 5  October, 7-9 PM
Jersey City 25  January, 7-9 PM
www.stanthonyhighschool.org

Saint Dominic Academy 24  September, 1-3 PM
Jersey City 26  September, 6-8 PM
www.stdominicacad.com 23  January, 6-8 PM

Saint Mary High School 15  October, 2-4 PM
Jersey City

Saint Peter’s Preparatory School 1 October, 2-4 PM
Jersey City                                     22 April, 2-4 PM
www.stpetersprep.org

Saint Joseph of the Palisades High School 11 October, 6:30-8 PM
West New York
www.saintjoseph-wny.com

http://www.rcan.org/schools or call 973-497-4260

Faith and Knowledge meet in many places.  
The place that you can be certain of their meeting is in a Catholic School.
Parents and  students are invited to witness the power of Faith and Knowledge at the Archdiocese of
Newark Catholic secondary school open houses.

The open houses provide an excellent opportunity to meet high school principals and representatives
from our 34 schools, obtain informational materials, and learn about the admissions process and tuition
assistance.

ESSEX COUNTY
OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE 2006-2007

Mount Saint Dominic Academy              22  October, 1:30-3:30 PM
Caldwell                                                29  October, 1:30-3:30 PM
www.msdacademy.org 9 May, 6:30-8:30 PM

Immaculate Conception High School      15  October, 1-3 PM
Montclair                                             21  January, 1-3 PM
www.ichspride.org                                 25  January, 7-9 PM

Saint Benedict’s Preparatory School        Call school for information
Newark
www.sbp.org

Saint Vincent Academy                           3 October, 6:30-8 PM
Newark                                             25  October, 6:30-8 PM
www.svanewark.org

Marylawn of the Oranges Academy     25  October, 7-8:30 PM
South Orange                                        23  January, 7-8:30 PM
www.marylawn.org                           

Lacordaire Academy                       28 September, 6:30-8 PM
Upper Montclair                                1 October, 1-2:30 PM
www.lacordaire.net 2 November, 6:30-8 PM

23 January, 6:30-8 PM

Seton Hall Preparatory School     15  October, 1-4 PM
West Orange
www.shp.org

“An education for the future, faith for a lifetime.”

BERGEN COUNTY
OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE 2006-2007

Academy of the Holy Angels 1   October, 12-4 PM
Demarest 6   November, 7-9 PM
www.holyangels.org

Immaculate Conception High School     22   October, 1-3 PM
Lodi                                                    31   January, 7-9 PM
www.ichslodi.com

Saint Joseph Regional High School      1   October, 12-3 PM
Montvale 8   November, 7-9 PM
www.saintjosephregional.org 28   January, 12-2 PM

Queen of Peace High School                  24   September, 1:30-4 PM
North Arlington 22 October, 11 AM-2 PM
www.qphs.org 6   November, 7-8:30 PM

Bergen Catholic High School                  24   September, 1-3 PM
Oradell                                                 26   October, 7-9 PM
www.bergencatholic.org 29   January, 7-9 PM

Paramus Catholic Regional High School 24   September, 1-4 PM
Paramus                                             18   October, 7-9 PM
www.paramuscatholic.org 24  January, 7-9 PM

Don Bosco Preparatory High School       24   September, 1-3 PM
Ramsey                                               29   October, 1-3 PM
www.donboscoprep.com                       

Saint Mary High School                         24   September, 2-4 PM
Rutherford                                           17   October, 7-9 PM
www.stmaryhs.org                                28   January, 1-3 PM

Immaculate Heart Academy                   24   September, 1-4 PM
Washington Township 
www.ihahs.com

TThhee  OOppeenn  HHoouussee tthhaatt  OOppeennss  DDoooorrss!!
The Catholic High Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark
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NEWARK—Life’s jour-
ney brings us to many new
paths. Some individuals run
from new challenges; others
embrace the call.

My name is Father Kevin
Hanbury and have chosen to
embrace a new calling, a new
ministry: the privilege to serve
the Archdiocese of Newark as
its new vicar for education and
superintendent of schools. I
look forward to becoming a
part of the excellent teams that
have been operational in our
educational institutions and
parish educational programs.

During the last 14 years,
the elementary and secondary
schools, as well as catechetical

the total parish religious edu-
cation program.

In 1975, I was assigned to
Seton Hall Prep where I taught
religious studies and served as
spiritual director. After earning
a doctorate in administration of
higher education, I began a 20
year career serving the campus
community of Seton Hall as the
associate director of Enrollment
Services, the director of
Graduate Services and the last
nine years as the associate dean
for the College of Education
and Human Services.

Since Catholic schools have
always been a passion in my
life, I established two master
degree programs for those
ministering in our Catholic
schools. One program is a
master’s degree in Education,
Administration, Management
and Policy concentrating on
Catholic School leadership and
the other is a master’s degree
in Education called EPICS
(Educational Partners in

Catholic Schools). Throughout
my 34 years of priesthood, I
have been actively involved in
giving presentations for vari-
ous religious education pub-
lishing companies.

Catholic education has been
an integral part of the teaching
ministry of the Church. It is
my vision that we never tire of
telling our excellent story of
Catholic education loudly and
clearly. I look forward to
working with school presi-
dents, principals, faculties,
staffs, directors of religious
education, students and par-
ents. By continually proclaim-
ing our story of excellence, our
schools can perhaps increase
in enrollments.

It is my hope that all teach-
ers, both in our schools and in
our catechetical programs, be
witnesses of Christ in the
classroom. Our children need
to learn to integrate religious
truth and values with the rest
of life. When this integration

Hanbury offers self-portrait, vision for schools

is expressed by the lives and
words of our teachers and cat-
echists then children will be
able to learn the meaning of
faith. I believe that all partici-
pating in any way as part of
the diocesan education system
need to take ownership and

programs of our parishes have
been served extremely well
with the talents, creativity and
spirituality of Sister Dominica
Rocchio. It is now my honor
to continue and build upon
the many accomplishments
that have taken place in our
catechetical programs and
our Catholic schools under
Sister Dominica’s guidance
and direction.

As a brief introduction of
myself, allow me to share with
you my professional back-
ground in education. I earned
a Master’s degree in Religious
Education from Fordham
University in 1971. After ordi-
nation in 1972, I was assigned
to Holy Family Parish in
Nutley. While at Holy Family
I was assigned as director of

Father Kevin Hanbury

BY FATHER KEVIN M. HANBURY
Special to The Catholic Advocate

Continued on page 21

ORATORY PREP
PRIDE IN OUR PAST...COMMITMENT TO OUR FUTURE

OPEN HOUSE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
admissions@oratoryprep.org

or 908.273.5771   Ext. 11
www.oratoryprep.org

ONE BEVERLY ROAD, SUMMIT NJ 07901

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2006

3:00-5:00 pm

and

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2006

3:00-5:00 pm

Roman Catholic college preparatory day school
for boys in grades 7-12

100% College Placement

Middle States Accredited

Recent College Acceptances:
Cornell, Harvard, NYU, Boston College, Notre Dame

O P E N
HOUSE
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Hanbury
become partners with those
around them.

The Church document enti-
tled “The Catholic School on
the Threshold of the Third
Millennium” clearly states
that the Catholic school is a
place of integral education of
the “total” person (intellectual,
physical, spiritual and social).
The Catholic school brings
life to a parish. It has an iden-
tity as a church community; it
is a community of faith.

With this being said, it is
my hope that principals, direc-
tors of religious education
(DREs) and parish priests will
become involved in evange-
lization programs at our
schools. I suggest that at the
beginning of each parent-
teacher or parent association
meeting some catechetical
program be presented to con-
tinue educating our parents
about the Catholic identity and
mission of our schools.

In addition these meetings
can be opportune teachable
moments to educate our par-
ents about the doctrines of the
Catholic faith. These gather-
ings could also become an
ideal time for presenting a
program on vocations to the
religious life.  

I believe that the schools
and catechetical programs
provide service to society.
What is learned shouldn’t
remain within the four walls
of a classroom. It is my hope
that through our mission we
help children discover their
unique personalities and tal-
ents. We need to give children

the tools and knowledge nec-
essary to become successful
and grow to their fullest poten-
tial, an important element of
which is their spiritual life.
Our teachers enthusiastically
embrace the challenge to cre-
ate an ecclesial community.

I have already, through a
committee of DREs, asked
that catechetical programs

provide the children with at
least 35 hours of education per
year. I will encourage more
collaboration between the reli-
gious education teachers in
our Catholic schools and the
ministries of the parish DREs.

Our parish directors of reli-
gious education can provide
valuable resources and teach-
ing techniques to our teachers
so that religion classes can
become even more stimulating
to our children.

I am looking forward to
visiting all of our schools. At
these visits, I would like to
meet with the principal, the

pastor and the director of reli-
gious education. As the super-
intendent of schools, I intend
to listen first so that I can truly
understand the joys and diffi-
culties inherent in our educa-
tional ministries.

Our children need to learn to integrate
religious truth and values 

with the rest of life.

Continued from page 20

This program of school visi-
tation is a lofty one but one that
I feel is essential. I need to meet
and greet and thank all who tell
our educational story. In addi-
tion, I am planning a meeting
with education reporters from
various newspapers so thy can
learn more of our story and our
accomplishments. 

As I grow and mature in
this new ministry, I am posi-
tive that many new challenges,
visions and ideas will emerge.
The call to serve in this capac-
ity has made me reflect on
some very close priest friends
who have previously served as
superintendents. I fondly
remember Msgr. Joseph Tuite
and Msgr. William Daly. Men
like these certainly played a
major part in the development
of the school system of the
Archdiocese of Newark.

Times, of course, have

changed and now new oppor-
tunities and educational deliv-
ery systems need to be
explored. The very capable
people, with whom I am hum-
bled and honored to work and
lead, will assist in exploring
new trends in education such
as possibly establishing a
Cristo Rey School and work-
ing more closely with founda-
tions that support our educa-
tional mission.

As I begin this new path of
ministry in this upcoming aca-
demic year, I invite you all to
join me in prayer that a new
flame from the Holy Spirit
will ignite new energy so that
we can, with great joy and
renewed excitement, tell our
educational story. It is a won-
derful story. Join us on our
journey and celebrate with us
our continued accomplish-
ments in the celebration.

Saint Vincent Academy
(SVA)

228 West Market Street  
Newark  • 973-622-1613

Open House Dates
Tuesday, October 3 
(6:00pm-8:00pm)

Wednesday, October 25
(6:00pm-8:00pm)

Go To Marist…Go To College
Marist High School

1241 Kennedy Boulevard
Bayonne, NJ 07002
201-437-4544

It’s good to have you as a member of our family!

Marist High School family 
welcomes 

the Class 0f 2010

Queen of Peace 
High School

WE ARE QP!

191 Rutherford Pl., North Arlington, NJ 07031 • 201 998-8227 • QPHS.ORG • admissions@qphs.org

Do you want to be a part of our Queen of
Peace family?  Come see what we are all
about!

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, September 24, 2006

1-4pm
Queen of Peace High School is...
• a Catholic, co-educational, college preparatory high
school  • accredited by the Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools • twice honored as a Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence.

Queen of Peace High School...
• challenges students daily by a strong, diverse curriculum
which enables them to succeed at the college of their
choice • offers various levels of learning opportunities and
a variety of college credit courses • supports the student's
academic growth by a dedicated faculty, many tenured in
excess of twenty years. 

Student Activities include: community service programs,
award winning musical, theatrical programs,  a vast amount
of clubs and activities.  The athletic program consists of
nineteen varsity sports and has a rich tradition of success.

Our faith filled, seventy-six year history has made our school unique in
our commitment to family and legacy.  We at Queen of Peace High School

have always understood the importance of remembering why we are here and what those
who have past through our halls have contributed to QPHS and the broader society.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
HIGH SCHOOL

The Catholic Co-Educational,
College Preparatory 

High School of Essex County

Immaculate Conception
High School of Montclair

33 Cottage Place
Montclair, NJ 07042
www.ichspride.org

Fall Open House
Sunday, October 15, 2006

1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.

Placement available for 9th, 10th,
and 11th graders.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS
973-744-7445 EXT 24
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NEWARK—The Archdioce-
san School Council (ASC) pro-
vides policy recommendations for
matters pertaining to the Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese of
Newark and to Archbishop John J.
Myers through the office of the
superintendent of schools.

During the last week in July,
Donna Baboulis, Esq., ASC presi-
dent, met with Brother Ralph
Darmento, F.S.C., deputy superin-
tendent of schools to review the
past year and set direction for the
coming 2006-2007 school year.
The following is a recap of a ques-
tion-and-answer interview, where
Baboulis (DB) and Brother
Darmento (BRD) addressed a
variety of topics concerning the
ASC and archdiocesan schools.

Q: What do you see as the 
accomplishments of the past year?

DB: Keeping the strategic plan
for the archdiocesan schools as a
priority and integrating its recom-
mendations throughout our pro-
ceedings and committee work.
With this in mind, we reviewed the
procedures for involving parish
and school communities in future
school planning; extended the
teacher salary scale through 2010
and revised our constitution.

Q: How does one become a 
member of the ASC?

BRD: Each January the pas-
tors of our parishes are asked to
nominate individuals with expe-
rience in religious formation,
education, finance, marketing,
public relations, plant manage-
ment and planning for member-
ship. Candidates are invited to
submit a resume and meet with

the Nominating Committee.
Candidates are then selected
based upon the number of vacan-
cies created through term expira-
tions and/or resignations. Usually
two to four vacancies may occur.
The final appointment is made by
Archbishop Myers.

Q: How many members sit on 
the ASC and what are their
backgrounds?

DB: There were 17 members
during the last two years. These

ASC members hail from the four
counties and reflect the diversity
that describes the Archdiocese of
Newark. Currently four members
are lawyers, one former college
administrator, one college profes-
sor, one management consultant,
one city government worker,
three social service administra-
tors/counselors, two secondary
school educators, a nurse-educa-
tor, one secondary school admin-
istrator, one financial services
administrator, and one former ele-
mentary school educator. 

BRD: uals possesses an excel
lent vision of Catholic education,
brings a wealth of experience to

our discussions and deliberations,
and demonstrates a solid commit-
ment to Catholic school educa-
tion. The majority were Catholic
school educated and have or had
children in our Catholic schools.
One of the ASC members served
on the task force for schools
and also sits on the Elma
Rimelspacher Scholarship Fund.  

Q: What do you see as key
issues or themes for the 2006-

2007 school year?

DB: It is important that we
continue to explore new gover-

nance models for Catholic
schools to insure their long-term
sustainability. Please know that
it takes the entire Catholic com-
munity to preserve Catholic
schools…parishes, boards, par-
ents, students, former parents,
alumni, business and corporate
partnerships, philanthropy and
the like. We would also like to
continue working with Mary
McElroy, the director of the
New Jersey Network for
Catholic School Families, to
state the case for tuition tax
credits to enable more children

desirous of a Catholic school
education to have one.

BRD: We should also plan this 
year for the implementation of
school boards and marketing
activities teams for all our Catholic
schools; the strategic plan for
Catholic Schools advocates
these activities.

Q: What challenges do you 
face this year?

DB: School Planning and
regional collaboration may pose
a challenge.

BRD: The challenge to encour-
age school leadership from within
our schools, to provide more for-
mation experiences for our princi-
pals. Of course, the challenge to
create new funding sources for our
schools that are an essential part of
the Catholic Church in the United
States. There will be many oppor-
tunities this year to find solutions
to these challenges as Catholic
schools are true to the standard of
“touching hearts, nurturing souls,
kindling minds and inspiring the
lives of the students entrusted to
our care.”

Q & A: School Council recaps plans, accomplishments

Marist prepares for cutting edge year
BAYONNE—Marist High

School is preparing for another
year of rigorous and cutting edge
college preparatory education.

Marist offers diversity in
academic programs, manage-
able teacher-to-student class-
room ratios, successful athletic
programs, and an abundance of
extracurricular programs. Its
graduates can expect acceptances
into the college of their choice.

The academic abilities of

Marist students continue to
increase. Close to 15 applicants
have been chosen to participate
in the competitive Champagnat
Scholars Program for freshman
and sophomores. It is an accel-
erated honors program that
allows students to undertake an
advanced curriculum as well as
experience in-depth interdisci-
plinary learning. A seminar-style
learning atmosphere will enable
students to see connections

among the various subjects. For
example, Advanced Placement
United States History and Amer-
ican Literature will be connected
through technology research,
project-based learning, field
trips and Art History.   

Teachers at Marist are expected
to develop lessons through Project
Based Learning. The most com-
mon type of project is the research
paper. Students are encouraged to
spend a month or more investigat-
ing a topic, creating their works
cited sheet, formulating note cards,
then writing their findings in a
coherent essay. Such a project
demands a myriad of skills.
Critical thinking, internet research-
ing, and note-taking come into
play. The project yields not just a
well-written research paper, but
newfound knowledge about a
select subject area.

A $1 million capital campaign
to build a state of the art library
media center has come to fruition.
The Library Media Center will be
the hub of Marist High School
and will create an environment
that fully supports Project Based
Learning. 

Questions about Champagnat
Scholars Program or the Library
Media Center should be directed
to  (201) 437-4544 Ext. 16. For
a personal tour call (201)437-
4544 Ext. 40.

Mount Saint Mary
Academy

• Grades 9-12
• Girls/College Prep
• 100% College Acceptance
• Varsity Sports
• Staffed by Sisters of Mercy
• Transportation Available

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 14th 
Presentation 1:30 pm

Afternoons at the Academy
Grades 6, 7, 8
4:00-5:30 pm

1645 U.S. Highway 22 at Terrill Rd.
Watchung, New Jersey 

(908) 757-0108
www.mountsaintmary.com

ENTRANCE TEST
Saturday, Nov. 4th

8:30 am

A Tradition of Excellence
in Education 

for Young Women

DEPAUL CATHOLICDEPAUL CATHOLIC
H I G H S C H O O L

T H E  P L A C E  T O  B E

Celebrating

50
YEARS

of Excellence

O P E N  H O U S E
Sunday, October 1st 1:00 PM 

Wednesday, October 18th 7:00 PM 
Sunday, October 29th 1:00 PM

Program will begin promptly at time listed. 
For more information call 973-694-3702.

F A I T H

A C A D E M I C S

S T U D E N T  L I F E

A T H L E T I C S

1512 Alps Road, Wayne, New Jersey 07470-3695 � 973.694.3702 � Fax 973.694.3525
www.depaulcatholic.org
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save       % on Sprint or Nextel service.

Sprint® Choices

Know your kids are safe. 

> View their location on a map from your home 
computer, or Sprint or Nextel phone.* 

> Use “Safety Checks” to ensure they reach destinations 
on time. Or receive an email or text message alert if 
they do not arrive on time to an expected location 
such as school, a friend’s house or your own home. 

> Contact your child by text message or voice call with 
just one click. They will be notifi ed by text message 
that you’ve learned their location so they’ll know 
you're either looking for them or making sure they're 
safe. 

> Increase your child’s safety and privacy. Sprint Family 
Locator is permission based and requires entry of an 
authentication code to activate your child's phone 
— so no one else can identify your child's location. 

Buy yourself some peace of mind. 

Locate your child quickly. 
Anytime, day or night. 

*Includes up to 100 text messages per month per child subscriber account, or a total of 400 free per month. After that, casual user rates apply. The adult handset must be data capable. The child handset must be GPS-enabled. Child 
phones do not have to be on the same account or household and do not require a specifi c plan. 

Environment may limit GPS location info. Requires Vision or Nextel Data Service Pack subscription for handset location application. Casual messaging charges may apply to sent or received notifi cation text messages. See 
sprint.com/familylocator for more information. Offer applies to individual- and corporate-liable lines (either on an EVP/NVP hierarchy or “doing business as”) with approved credit. Offer only available through Sprint authorized channels 
listed above. Nationwide Sprint PCS and Nextel National Networks reach over 250 and 263 million people, respectively. Offers not available in all markets or retail locations. Subject to credit approval, $36 activation and $200 early 
termination fee per line. Deposit may be required. Additional terms and restrictions apply. See store or Sprint.com for details. Handset offers: Offer available to customers activating a new line of service or upgrading an existing line that 
is not under an Upgrade Frequency Period (UFP). Instant Savings: Offer ends                     or while supplies last. No cash back. Taxes excluded. Activation at time of purchase required. Mail-in Rebate: Requires purchase and activation by 
                   . Rebates cannot exceed purchase price. Taxes excluded. Line must be active 30 consecutive days. Allow 8 to 12 weeks for rebate. Employee Discount: Discount available only to eligible employees of the company participating 
in the EVP/NVP Program. Family members must be invoiced on the same account. Discount subject to change according to company’s agreement with Sprint. Discount applies only to monthly service charges. Taxes and surcharges still 
apply. ©2006 Sprint Nextel. All rights reserved. Sprint, the “Going Forward” logo, the NEXTEL name and logo, and other trademarks are trademarks of Sprint Nextel. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Offi ce.

Be sure to bring your                    ID or 
recent pay stub and mention the following:

Find new phones for you and your child.
Take advantage of special offers on these Sprint Family 
Locator-capable phones through                    .

Buy a “parent” phone

Samsung® A900 
for only $9999 
and get a “child” phone

RL-4930 by Sanyo®
for FREE

After $12999 in 
mail-in rebates.
Reg. total $52998 

Buy a “parent” phone

i760 by Motorola® 
for only $12999 
and get a “child” phone

i265 by Motorola®
for FREE

After $200 in 
mail-in rebates. 
Reg. total $52998

Savings require new activation, subscription to Sprint PCS Vision® (A900/RL-4930) or 
Nextel Data Service Pack (i760/i265), and a 2-year subscriber agreement for each phone.

NATIONWIDE SPRINT PCS NETWORK NEXTEL NATIONAL NETWORK

More choices. Already have a Sprint or Nextel phone and want 
Sprint Family Locator? Or want Sprint Family Locator and prefer 
another our great devices? To check a list of compatible devices, 
visit sprint.com/familylocator

N065520

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
10

Employees

New Activation?  Call 973-885-4401
Or visit your nearest Sprint Store today!

WWW.SPRINT.COM/RCAN

IL Node: SPRINT PCS - 0157928104
IL Node: NEXTEL - MRCAN_ZZZ

Sprint subscribers: 1-866-853-4931
Nextel subscribers: 1-800-390-9545

employee

09/02/06

09/02/06
09/02/06

Existing customers, please call for your discount.

Employees of The ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK:
Save 10% on Sprint or Nextel service.
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Dominicans honor leading 
opponent of death penalty

STATE OFFICERS—The New Jersey State Council Colum-
biettes recently installed new officers at its annual convention.
They are, left to right, Lorraine Batvinskas, president, Butler; Ann
Graziano, vice president, Springfield; Barbara Lasek, secretary,
Sewaren; Susan Kadar, financial secretary, Newton; Lorraine
Noger, treasurer, Middletown; Rose Marie Nafus, advocate,
Sayreville and Lisa Roberts, sentinel, Butler. Also at the conven-
tion, $16,000 was distributed to seminaries and, for the needy,
toiletries were put in 816 shoeboxes, school supplies in 280
backpacks and 115 lunch boxes were filled with juice and food
products.

Lois Seeligshon, left, received the 2006 peace award from Mary Lanni,
O.P.A., director of Caldwell Dominican Associates.

FLAG WAVERS—The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, Watchung Assembly, recently visited schools within the Church of Newark as part of their school flag program. In the
photo at the left at Oratory Preparatory School, Summit, Headmaster Timothy M. Lynch, right, and SK Father Paul J. Prevosto, school chaplain who is also a member of the Watchung
Assembly and chaplain of Westfield Council 1711, accept a flag from PFN Gerald A. Farley. In the photo at right, at Holy Trinity Interparochial School, Westfield, the flag presentation
included, left to right, SK Michael G. Ruzek, grand knight of Westfield Council 1711, SK Patrick F. Harrington, Principal Dorothy Szot, John F. O’Brien, PFN, SK Gerald A. Farley, PFN,
SK Herman M. Nitzsche, PFN and Frank Muggeo, PGK of the Westfield Council.

Win a Golf Trip to Bermuda 
at Felician College Golf Classic

LODI—The 21st annual Fel-
ician College Golf Classic open to
the public, tees off on Monday,
Sept. 25 at Arcola Country Club in
Paramus.  Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available. Proceeds will sup-
port the Student Scholarship Fund. 

Golfers will participate in a
morning or afternoon shotgun
start. All players who register for
the morning round will be entered
in a free drawing to win a
Bermuda golf package for four

people that includes round-trip air-
fare and accommodations for three
nights.

There are several competitions
including hole-in-one, longest
drive and nearest the flagpole.
Player costs include greens fees,
golf cart and caddy, lunch and an
evening cocktail reception. 

For more information about
sponsorship opportunities or
golfer registration call (201) 559-
3336.

CALDWELL–During a prayer
ritual celebrating Trenton’s recent
decision to place a moratorium on
capital punishment, Lois Seelig-
sohn, O.P.A., a mother, grand-
mother and associate of the
Caldwell Dominican Sisters,
received the 2006 Dominican
Peace Initiative Award for her
efforts to eliminate capital punish-
ment in the Garden State.

The award is presented every
two years by the Caldwell Dom-
inican Commission on Glo-bal
Issues to a person who demon-
strates “outstanding courage, com-
mitment and leadership in peace
and justice work.”

Seeligsohn is a founding mem-
ber of New Jerseyans for Alter-
natives to the Death Penalty
(NJADP), and serves on the
Executive Board of NJADP and is
its media relations and public
information officer.

In presenting the award,
Sister de Montfort, Caldwell
Dominican Justice Promoter and
chair of the Caldwell Dominican
Commission on Global Issues,
thanked Seelighsohn for the“sup-
port and expertise” she contributed
to the Caldwell Dominican Con-
gregation’s corporate stance
against the death penalty. That
2002 document states: “The
Sisters of Saint Dominic of
Caldwell, New Jersey are commit-
ted to support the abolition of the
death penalty. We join with Pope
John Paul II and the U.S. Bishops,
and many other religious groups in
calling for an end to this kind of

punishment for violent crimes. At
the same time, we reach out in
compassion to victims of violence
and their families. We are mindful
also of the other members of the
community suffering from the
offenders’ crimes.”

Seeligsohn, who lives in Col-
lingswood, has a strong personal
commitment to work for peace,
justice and human rights on a
global and local level, and espe-
cially in nearby Camden, the
state’s poorest city.

In accepting her award,
Seeligsohn acknowledged that her
networking as a Caldwell Dom-
inican associate made it possible
for her to empower many persons
to join in successful lobbying to
influence passage of the bill in the

New Jersey Legislature. The bill
mandated a moratorium on capital
punishment and established a
blue-ribbon Death Penalty Study
Commission to focus on the
option of life sentence without
parole. She reflected on the fruit-
less effort “to achieve justice or to
avenge the wrong” that has led to
the practice of “killing the killers”
through capital punishment. She
thanked the Sisters and associates
who have joined with her in the
struggle to get the recent bill
passed in the state legislature and
encouraged all who were present
to continue their efforts to con-
vince the Study Commission to
replace New Jersey’s death penal-
ty with the sentence of life without
parole.
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UNION—Penn Federal
Savings Bank now offers a
valuable banking service to sen-
ior citizen homeowners through
reverse mortgage programs that
provide funds for any purpose
including home repairs, home
health care or medical expenses,

to pay off existing debt, or to
supplement income.

A reverse mortgage is a loan
against an individual’s home that
does not have to be repaid as long
as the individual is still living in
the property. The program allows
senior homeowners to access equi-

EAST ORANGE—Father Michael M. Walters, Pastor of Holy
Spirit and Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, will celebrate the 25th
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood on Sunday, Sept. 24.

The 3 p.m. service will take place at the church on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Boulevard. A reception will be held at 5 p.m. at the
Galloping Hill Inn, 325 Chestnut St., Union. Tickets for the reception
are $45 per person and $25 for children under the age of 12.

For additional information call the rectory at (973) 673-1077 or
committee members Barbara Hampton (973) 674-5046, Grace Gay
(973) 676-9686 or Marie Ange (973) 926-4786 who also speaks
French. Sept. 1 is the deadline for purchasing tickets.

ty in their homes without having to
make monthly payments. Instead,
the borrower actually receives a
lump sum or monthly payment
and the loan does not become due
until the borrower moves or sells
the property. Homeowners must
be at least 62 years of age to take
advantage of the product.

The reverse mortgage allows
seniors to tap into a cash source
previously unrealized, which
helps them pay for any type of
financial need. “Many seniors
don’t realize their home could be
a wonderful source of income for
their retirement years,” explained
Maria Magurno, Penn Federal’s
executive vice president of resi-
dential lending who oversees
the program. 

“The value of the home, inter-
est rates and the age of the bor-
rower(s) will determine the
amount of money that can be bor-
rowed. Proceeds from the loan can
be received in the form of a lump
sum, monthly payments, a line of
credit or a combination of pay-
outs,” said Magurno.

“We also make sure that each
borrower knows that they con-
tinue to own their home and
their name remains on the title,”
added Dianne C. Jones, Penn
Federal’s 2nd vice president and
CRA officer.

Headquartered in New Jersey,
Penn Federal is a subsidiary of
PennFed Financial Services, Inc.
(NASDAQ:PFSB). Penn Federal
has 24 branches statewide.

Visit www.pennfsb.com.

Reverse mortgages available to seniors

Dianne C. Jones, 2nd vice president CRA officer (seated) and Michael
Smith, community development and project manager in residential
lending explain Penn Federal’s reverse mortgage program to clients.

Pastor to celebrate 25 years 

Always There Home
Health Care

Wouldn’t you agree? There really is 
“No Place Like Home”

“Assisted Living In Your Home”
Medicaid Approved
JCAHO Accredited

24-Hours 7/Days a Week
…Serving…

Passaic County/Bergen County/
Morris County/Essex County/
Hudson County/Union County

Since 1987

…Home Health Care…
Supports your independence!
Provides a sense of security!

Keeps you in familiar surroundings!

All Certified Home Health aides are
supervised By A Registered Nurse

191 Main Street 
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601

201-287-0400
Lic. HPO244400

685941

Toll Free in NJ
888-845-LIFT (5438)

732-240-0446
www.abbylifts.com 

Credit Cards Accepted
JACC/CAP Provider

Ask about our

rental program

for Stair lifts

and Ramps

Stair Lifts • Wheelchair Lifts • Scooter Lifts • Ramps

Visit us at the Abilities Expo
Raritan Center, Edison NJ

April 21st–23rd
Booth #411

Check out our new stair lift with child seat

• Stair Lifts-Indoor/Outdoor, Straight or Curved
• Modular Ramp Systems
• Wheelchair Lifts
• Portable Folding Ramps
• Bathtub Lifts
• Rentals Available for Stair Lifts and Ramps

$50.00 off any product
of $2,000 or more.

When Mom or Dad need extended care
St. Ann’s Home, through the ministry 

of health care with compassion and 
dignity, assures quality of life wherein 

all are encouraged to reach their
maximum potential. This is achieved 
through mutual respect, teamwork, 

and community involvement.

...Sponsored by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Peace...

Please call

SAINT ANN’S HOME
198 Old Bergen Road

Jersey City, New Jersey 07305
(201) 433-0950 • Fax (201) 433-6554

www.saintannshome.com

200  Execut ive  Dr ive • Ste  100 • West Orange, NJ 07052

LL.M in Taxation

973-239-9595
•Medicaid Planning & Applications

•Asset Preservation through Estate Planning
& Elder/Disability Law Planning
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Workshop to explore Jesus-centered life

CELEBRATING FILIPINO PRIESTS—A special Mass was held at St.
Columba Parish in Newark on Aug. 1 to celebrate Filipino priests and
the Filipino Clergy of America (FILCA) organization. Most Reverend
Edgar M. da Cunha, the auxiliary bishop of Newark, led the celebra-
tion. Newark Mayor Cory A. Booker was a special guest at the event.
Pictured with Bishop da Cunha are (left to right) Msgr. Venantius M.
Fernando, the pastor of Christ the King Parish in Hillside; Father Jose
C. Saltarin, the pastor of St. Anne Parish in Jersey City and the former
president of FILCA; and Father Jose Maria M. Parcon, the adminis-
trator at St. Columba. The Mass was held in honor of St. John Mary
Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests.

KEARNY—The Parish Outreach and Young
Adult Ministry of the Archdiocese of Newark will
host a workshop of practical ideas on how to lead
teenagers into a Jesus-centered life on Saturday,
Sept. 16 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
Archdiocesan Retreat Center.

The workshop, presented by Group Magazine
Live, is open to clergy, catechetical and youth

leaders, principals, teachers, catechists, adults and
young adults.

The cost is $59 per person, $45 for groups of three
or more and $45 for student leaders.

There are three ways to register: call 1-800-888-
5991, visit www.group.com/gml or mail to Group
Magazine Live, P.O. Box 270996, Fort Collins,
CO 80527-0996.
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INSPIRATIONAL - EDUCATIONAL

CATHOLIC SPEAKER
PARISH MINISTRY • COMMUNION BREAKFAST • K OF C

Ty Agosta  201-933-8967
(Former host of Catholic Radio)

Some Popular Talks: Proud to be Catholic, Our Lady,
The Holy Eucharist

“Making The Faith Come Alive!”

Two Missouri Priests Host… 

Alaska Cruise 
And  Pacific  Northwest  Vacation 

 

   On June 10, 2007, join your Spiritual Directors Father Bob Dorhauer, Father 
Jerry Nienhaus, and other Roman Catholics on this 15-day vacation including 
a seven-day deluxe Alaska Cruise with Holland America Line and a seven-day 
Pacific Northwest vacation with Your Man Tours.  Mass will be celebrated 
daily while on board ship for those in the group who wish to participate.  Your 
group will fly into Salt Lake City starting a six-night motor coach tour of the 
Pacific Northwest visiting Salt Lake City (including the Mormon Tabernacle, 
Beehive House and Great Salt Lake); Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Grand Teton 
National Park; West Yellowstone; two days in Yellowstone (Old Faithful) 
National Park; Montana; Lake Coeur d’Alene; the Grand Coulee Dam; 
Washington; the Cascade Mountains; and British Columbia.  In Vancouver 
you will board your five-star ship, HAL’s ms Zuiderdam.  
      Next, travel through a wondrous maze of forested islands and glacier-
carved fjords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and calving 
glaciers to Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier Bay.  
      After the cruise you’ll take a scenic drive to Seattle, spending one night 
before flying home. Prices for this 15-day vacation start at only $1848 (per 
person, double occupancy).  Included is the seven-day deluxe Alaska cruise, 
seven nights in quality hotels, lots of escorted motor coach sightseeing 
throughout the Pacific Northwest, transfers, baggage handling, port charges 
and taxes.  Add $500 round trip airfare from Newark. 

$100 deposits are now due.  Friends and family are welcome. 
 

For Information, Reservations, Brochure, and  
Letter from Fathers Bob and Jerry Call 7 Days a Week: 

‘YOUR MAN’  TOURS     1-800-968-7626 
Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

With Business Banking 
at Lakeland, you’ll have a lot

less to worry about.

Thinking of starting 
your own business?

� Next-day availability on deposits

� FREE Business Checking*

� Flexible Commercial Loans

� SBA Preferred Lender Status

� Express Leasing

� Online Banking with QuickBooks® Software

� Asset-Based Lending

� Small Business Revolving Line of Credit

www.lakelandbank.com • 973-697-2000
With offices located throughout Bergen, Essex,
Morris, Passaic, Sussex and Warren Counties

*Free for the first year, after which the first 300 transactions are free, and the average monthly balance to avoid a service charge is $1,000.

Intuit, the Intuit logo and Quicken, among others, are registered trademarks and/or registered service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United
States and other countries.
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Golf ‘Classic’ to benefit
RENEW International

BEDMINISTR–The Fiddler’s
Elbow Country Club is the site of
RENEW International’s Annual
Golf Classic. It will be held
Sept. 21 at Fiddler’s Elbow
Country Club.

Celebrity golfers from New
York Giants Super Bowl teams,
including Billy Ard, Mark
Bavarro and Bart Oates, will be
available to golf in foursomes. A
barbecue lunch on the Club’s
veranda begins the event, with a
full day of exciting golf to fol-
low. Afterwards there will be a
cocktail reception, dinner, prizes
and charity auction.

Ard, the Giants’ all-time first
string guard, is the event’s chair-
man. “The combination of this
great organization, RENEW
International, and the exceptional
Fiddler’s Elbow location makes
this a golf outing I am proud to
champion,” Ard said.

A new feature will allow
women to choose between playing
a round of eighteen holes of golf or
signing up for a special clinic for
women golfers led by PGA Golf
pro, Mike Kallam. The 90-minute
skills instruction will be followed
by nine holes of course play.

Proceeds benefit the work of
RENEW International a Catholic
not-for-profit organization based
in Plainfield that works for the
spiritual renewal of people and
parishes in the United States and
around the world. Its ministry pro-
grams range from outreach to
young adults on college campuses
and in urban environments, to
gang members in South America,
to inter-tribal small groups in
Central Africa.  

For further information regard-
ing attending or sponsorship
opportunities contact Beverly
O’Malley at (908) 769-5400 x112.

NEWARK—Saint Francis
Xavier Parish will hold its fifth
annual Welcome Back picnic on
Sunday, Sept. 10 from 2 to 7 p.m.

Menu items include hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, Italian sausage, cole
slaw, potato salad, chips, watermel-
on, soft drinks and entertainment.

Advanced ticket prices include
adults, ages 13 and older $10 and
children, ages 5 to 12, $7. There is
also a child/adult price of $15 for
tickets sold at the door.

The parish is located at the cor-
ner of Bloomfield Avenue and
North Eighth Street. 

STIRLING—The Shrine of St.
Joseph will hold its 14th annual
Fun Festival on Saturday, Sept. 16
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Two of the day’s major events
are the flea market, which begins at
9:30 a.m., and the country auction.
Saturday, Sept. 23 is the rain date.

The Shrine will collect items
on Sundays July 23, July 30 and
Aug. 6 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at a
Quonset hut on the grounds at
1050 Long Hill Rd.

For additional information call
(908) 647-0208.

‘Welcome Back’
picnic Sept. 10

Billy Ard, a
member of the
Super Bowl
Champion
Giants, second
from left, with,
left to right,
RENEW sup-
porters Sean
Norris, Marty
Doris and Jack
Norris.

Fun Festival
next month

The Best of the West,
in the Heart of the East!
Continuous live action shows

that bring the “Old West”
 back to life through portrayals
of real-life western characters.

* Train, Stagecoach
   & Pony Rides
* Living History
* Panning for Gold
* Petting Zoo
* Refreshments
* Picnic Area

The family fun spot where
the “Old West” lives again!

www.WildWestCity.com
P.O. Box 37, Netcong, NJ

973-347-8900
Rt. 80, Exit 25 to Rt. 206 North

OPEN:Wknds May 6th  thru Columbus Day
(Daily) June 19th thru Labor Day



Place aNovena
Only $30
Prepayment

required. Check,

Visa, MasterCard.

Call: Ramona

(973) 497-4200 

Email:

westbrra@rcan.org

Place a Classified
Call  (973) 497-4200

HELP WANTED

Sell Today! We can buy your
house at full price “as is”- close
when you want.
Call 24 hr recorded message. 
No Equity OK!
800-749-9416

REAL ESTATE

WWAANNTTEEDD  MMAAHHOOGGAANNYY  FFUURRNNIITTUURREE
Dining rooms, bedrooms,
breakfronts, secretaries. One
piece or complete contents.
Call Bill (973) 586-4804.

WANTED TO BUY

PRO-LIFE OPENINGS –
The Several Sources Fd., 
our non-profit, non-sectarian
shelters for pregnant women 
are in need of kind, compas-
sionate individuals to fill the 
following openings: LIVE-IN
ASSISTANT HOUSEMOTHER,
$13,500-$16,500/yr.—w/3wks
Vacation/yr.
Driver’s License required.
To receive a specific job
description please call 
K. Wrona (201) 818-9334.

McAULEY
Religious Gift Shop

at Mount St. Mary’s (across from Sears)

Rosaries • Statues • Gifts
Catholic Medals • Cards • Music

Books • Bibles

(908) 754-2793
Monday - Friday: 10 a.m. - 5p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

1633 Rt. 22 and Terrill Road
Plainfield, NJ 07060

GIFTS

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
Nov. 1-11, 2006

Hosted by Fr. David Kosmoski
St. Andrew Church,

244 Avenel Street, Avenel, NJ

$2,099.00
Venice, Padua, Pisa, 

Florence, Rome

Includes most meals
Call 732-634-4355

TRAVEL

SERVICES  OFFERED

Office Addresses:

1921 Morris Ave.
Union, NJ 07083
(908) 688-1888

Call Dell
Cell # 908-416-7976

GUARANTEES FULL SERVICE FOR
YOUR SATISFACTION

Specializing in 
FILIPINO DOMESTIC HELPERS

Provides well-trained, dedicated and 
honest live-in or live-out 

NANNIES • BABYSITTERS • COOKS
HOUSEKEEPERS • CHAUFFEURS 

HOUSEMEN • COUPLES • COMPANIONS

CHARGE
your Classified Ad

NOW!
Call for details.

PHONE 973-497-4200 
ASK FOR MONA 
FAX 973-497-4192

Low rates starting at $29.00 per issue.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea,
help me and show me that you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I
humbly beseech you from the bot-
tom of my heart to secure me in my
necessity (make request). There are
none that can withstand your power.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee. I
place this cause in your hands.
Amen. Say this prayer for 3 consec-
utive days. Novena is published in
gratitude. Thank you.            J.L.E.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossi-
ble. Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine
days with a lighted candle.
Published the ninth day “May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests
will be granted no matter how
impossible they seem. Publication
must be promised. T.B.

DIRECTOR OF
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/

YOUTH MINISTER:

NOVENAS

Full-time position in diverse
community, running Sunday
morning Religious Ed pro-
gram and developing Youth
Ministry programs. Salary
commensurate with experi-
ence. Send resume to:
Church of the Madonna, 340
Main St., Fort Lee, NJ 07024

NEED $$ for COLLEGE 
EDUCATION, RETIREMENT,
LIFESTYLE?

Join the team uses the power
of the internet to profit as the
economy transitions to online
buying.  Develop an additional
source of income using our
team approach—An appren-
ticeship program is in place for
you to maximize your ability to
succeed. 1-866-821-0247  
www.scottnetwork.digitalebiz.com
—we will contact you for an
interview.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

PART TIME SECRETARY
for parish in Paterson.Must
have strong background in MS
Word and Excel. M-F 9 to 3.
Practicing Catholic. 
Respond to: The Advocate,
Box M35, 171 Clifton, Ave.,
Newark, NJ 07104-9500

CANTOR POSITION
Cantor needed for busy
Hudson County Parish. Full
time position; 5 Masses each
weekend, and availability for all
weddings and funerals.
Fax resume to 201-863-3537.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea,
help me and show me that you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I
humbly beseech you from the bot-
tom of my heart to secure me in my
necessity (make request). There are
none that can withstand your power.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee. I
place this cause in your hands.
Amen. Say this prayer for 3 consec-
utive days. Novena is published in
gratitude. Thank you.           D.A.G.

2006 Directory & Almanac

Please send me  _____________ copies @ $12.50 ea.
Name:____________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

City:______________________  State:_______  Zip:______

Phone ________________  Amount enclosed: $__________

✁

Archdiocese of Newark 
2006 

Directory & Almanac

NOW AVAILABLE!!
YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE
TO: 
Archdiocesan Agency Offices, 
Parishes, Schools, Clergy, 
Deacons, Religious Men and
Women Communities

Special 1/2 price!
$12.50 each 
(shipping & handling incl.)

Fill out coupon and send check or money order payable to: The Catholic
Advocate, 171 Clifton Avenue, PO Box 9500, Newark, NJ 07104.

To order: Call (973) 497-4200 or
Email: pearsoma@rcan.org or
Send: to address below.

Back to School
Discount
for College/University 
Students

Su
b

sc
ri

b
e YOUR INFORMATION:

Name:________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________
City:_________________________________ State:_____ Zip:___________
Check/MO # _________  MC ___ Visa___ Acct # _____________________
Exp. Date:___________ Signature:_________________________________

❑ Seniors 1 Year $12.50  ❑ 1 Year $15  ❑ 3 Years $35  ❑ New  ❑ Renewal  ❑ Gift
Please address any questions to (973) 497-4200 • advoads@rcan.org

8-23-06

SEND GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:
Name:_________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_____ Zip:__________

Mail or fax this form to: Subscription Dept. The Catholic Advocate
171 Clifton Ave • Box 9500 • Newark, NJ 07104-0900 • 973 497-4192 fax

✁

Visit our website at: www.rcan.org/advocate

MOVING? Send us your change of address so that you continue receiving The Catholic Advocate.
For changes of address or to become a subscriber call Marisa at (973) 497-4200.
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15 Furler Street, Totowa, New Jersey

1100 E. Hector Street, Suite 185, Conshohocken, PA 19428

Telephone 973-890-0890 Fax 973-890-5411

Please visit us at www.smacna-northnj.org

For over three decades, the Sheet Metal Contractors Association
of Northern New Jersey has set the pace with industry developments and

met the challenges of competing in a free enterprise system.

SMACNA Standards are in the Specs...

SMACNAContractors are the Professionals.

Benmar Conditionaire Corp.

973-473-5500 Fax 973-473-3224

Brothers Sheet Metal, Inc.

973-579-1788 Fax 973-579-3335

Cambridge Sheet Metal, Inc.

973-386-0788 Fax 973-386-0828

Capital Hardware Supply, Inc.

201-964-0008 Fax 201-964-9030

Crown Sheet Metal Co., Inc.

201-792-1111 Fax 201-432-4373

D & M Sheet Metal Co., Inc.

201-939-6300 Fax 201-939-8038

Effective Air Balance, Inc.

973-790-6748 Fax 973-790-0983

Empire Testing & Balancing, Inc.

201-825-2584 Fax 201-825-2593

Environmental Climate Control, Inc.

973-777-7470 Fax 973-777-7041

Flow Masters T & B, Inc.

609-978-7100 Fax 609-978-9719

Haenssler Sheet Metal Works, Inc.

973-373-6360 Fax 973-373-6022

Hutcheon & Simon, Inc.

201-487-1033 Fax 201-487-6332

Independent Sheet Metal Co.

973-423-1150 Fax 973-423-2722

In-Line Metal Fabricators, Inc.

201-339-8122 Fax 201-339-0305

J. P. Patti Company, Inc.

973-478-6200 Fax 973-478-2175

Jansons Associates, Inc.

201-438-5455 Fax 201-438-6803

K.L.M. Mechanical Contractors, Inc.

201-385-6965 Fax 201-385-9497

Max Gurtman & Sons, Inc.

973-546-9000 Fax 973-546-7179

Northeast Sheet Metal Works, Inc.

973-853-4550 Fax 973-853-4552

Par Sheet Metal, Inc.

908-241-2477 Fax 908-298-1266

Pro-Formance Sheet Metal, LLC

(973) 487-4870 Fax (973) 808-2015

Schtiller & Plevy

973-242-4600 Fax 973-242-1235

Technical Airflow, Inc.

973-827-2803 Fax 973-827-0930

Totowa Metal Fabricators, Inc.

973-684-5707 Fax 973-684-0373

SMCA of Northern New Jersey Members ESSEX-WEST HUDSON
LABOR COUNCIL, AFL-CIO

PRESENTS

15th ANNUAL
CELEBRATION OF LABOR/PARADE

A Labor Day Parade and Interfaith Observance

Honoring

CChhaarrlleess  NN..  HHaallll,,  JJrr..
GGrraanndd  MMaarrsshhaall

President, RWDSU Local 108

Friday, September 8, 2006 at 5:30 pm
St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral, Newark, NJ

PRE-PARADE RECEPTION – NEWARK CITY HALL
Starting at 5:00 pm

For more information call:

Kevin P. Frey, Adjutant
997733--224444--55881144

 WILLIAM MULLINS 
Co-Chair 

IFPTE Local 194 

KATHY CAMPBELL 
Chair 

RWDSU Local 108 

THOMAS P. GIBLIN 
President 

973-808-0022 

BARRY KUSHNIR
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‘Celebration of Labor’ kicks off Sept. 8 in Newark
NEWARK—The labor move-

ment in Essex County and New
Jersey will be recognized at the
15th annual “Celebration of Labor”
interfaith Labor Day observance on
Friday, Sept. 8 at St. Patrick Pro-
Cathedral, 39 Bleeker St.

The service will include music
and singing, art exhibits and a
presentation on the impact of the
labor movement in the area.

Sponsored by the Essex-West
Hudson Labor Council, AFL-CIO,
the observance begins with a

march at 5:30 p.m. from City Hall.
Marchers will proceed along
Broad Street to the Pro-Cathedral.
Bands will lead a parade of union
members and supporters marching
behind the banners of their locals.

“Our nation is at a tipping

point,” Thomas P. Giblin, presi-
dent of the Essex-West Hudson
Labor Council, AFL-CIO, said.
“People are working harder and
making less. We’re in a health-
care crisis that’s deeper than any
of us ever imagined. We all
worry about how we’ll retire
with dignity. A good, middle-
class life is increasingly out of
reach. Who ever thought that in
America our children might not
be better off than we are? We are
deeply worried about today’s
economic outlook for children
and the next generation.

“America’s unions are commit-
ted to bringing workers together—
nurses, construction workers, high

tech workers, manufacturers and
more—in the fight for good jobs,
healthcare, a great education for
every child and a secure retire-
ment,” Giblin said. “We are
working to make sure everyone,
not just the chief executive offi-
cers, get their fair share in a
growing economy.”

Grand Marshal, Charles N.
Hall, Jr., president of Retail,
Warehouse and Department
Store Local 108, will lead the
Celebration of Labor march.

The public is invited to sup-
port the march and celebration.
Contact Kevin P. Frey, parade
coordinator, at (973) 244-5814
for more information.

Making parade plans are, left to right, Kevin P. Frey, IUOE Local 68, parade
adjutant; Betsy Guarducci, executive director, United Labor Agency; Charles
N. Hall, Jr., president, RWDSU Local 108 and this year’s Grand Marshal;
Thomas P. Giblin, president, Essex-West Hudson Labor Council and Msgr.
John J. Gilchrist, labor council spiritual director.



August 23, 2006 33Labor Salute

As we celebrate Labor
Day this year of Our
Lord, two thousand

and six, those of us who are asso-
ciated with the Labor Movement
are watching with apprehension as
the great house of labor seems to
be breaking apart.

For those of us who are older,
it is a throwback to the events of
an earlier day.

When we were young in the
1930’s and 1940’s, and even
into the 1950’s, everyone in
America knew the name of John
L. Lewis. That is because all of
us heated our homes with coal.
John L. was the president of the
United Mine Workers. Every
time that John L. called a strike,
we all suffered.

He was a flamboyant figure;
a square, stocky man with huge
bushy eyebrows. But he was no
hillbilly. He had a big booming
voice and a flair for language.
He could mix Shakespeare, the
Bible and classical allusions
with folksy humor, ridicule and
barnyard profanity.

At that time John L, with
David Dubinsky of the Ladies
Garment Workers, Sidney
Hillman of the Clothing Workers,
and Charles Howard of the
Typographical Union were trying
to organize the unskilled work-
ers of America. The American
Federation of Labor (AFL), led
by William Green, consisted
largely of skilled workers from
the building trades—men who
had built their unions on the
apprenticeship system. The AFL
wanted to maintain the status quo
and control.

At the convention held in
Atlantic City in 1935, things came
to a head. On Oct. 16, Lewis held
the floor for half an hour with a
speech worthy of any Baptist min-
ister. He poured invective remarks
upon the leadership of the AFL.

“The officers of the American
Federation of Labor might as
well sit down in their easy chairs,
twiddle their thumbs and take a
nap as to conclude that any
results will come from that kind
of organization,” he thundered.
In particular he wanted the iron
and steel workers brought into
the membership.

On the eighteenth, Lewis lost
the vote. On the nineteenth, he
and “Big Bill” Hutcheson of the
Carpenters got into an argument.
Words were spoken and Lewis
jumped over some chairs and
knocked the carpenter down.

On Oct. 20, 1935 the Congress
of Industrial Organizations was
born. The AFL was staying in the
Chelsea Hotel of Victorian ele-
gance. Lewis and his people set up
headquarters in the less expensive
President Hotel. It was symbolic.

The two organizations
remained separated until the
1950’s. In fact, the last rift was
finally healed when New Jersey’s
CIO and AFL were merged at the
Sussex Avenue Armory in
Newark in September of 1961.
The merger won by one vote. My
friend, Tom Giblin of the
Operating Engineers, was a young
man. His father, the great John
Giblin, took him down to Newark
to witness the historic event.

Now, restless members are
impatient with the AFL. Five big
unions have left the AFL-CIO
organization to go off on their
own. The issue is money and
recruitment of unskilled minori-
ties into the ranks of labor.
Moreover, there is also a rift in
the building trades. Four big
unions have left the trades to set
up shop by themselves. The issue
there is organization and propor-
tionate votes between large and
small unions.

Now what has this to do with

the Catholic Church?
In the 1930’s the Catholic

Church had established more than
100 “labor schools” across the
country. Great priests like Msgrs.
John Ryan, Edward Higgins,
Frances Haas and Al Welsh of our
archdiocese had a hand in foster-
ing the Union Movement.

It was as if we had taken a
young organization and trained its
members until one day they no
longer needed us. They could
stand on their own.

It is important for us Catholics
that we never forget our roots. And
our roots in America are the ideals
and dreams of justice that came
directly from our Church and were
and are found in the field of social
justice. The Catholic Church took
the encyclical “Rerum Novarum”
of Pope Leo XIII as a mandate.
The mandate still exists and if we
are to remain true to our mission
we, as a Church, must foster and
care for those who make their liv-
ing by the sweat of their brow.

So, if they, the unions, are bat-
tling now, it is our responsibility
to care and to remind the Labor
Movement that if they don’t hang
together, surely they will all hang
separately. Our bishops and
priests cannot just walk away

from the movement. They must
be the moral compass for labor
and the nation. Union people are
our people. And, in a sense,
Labor Day is a Catholic day. We
helped to create it.

Therefore, as long as there are
workers who need a voice, the
Catholic Church must be that
voice. And even though our
young people today wear fine

clothes, and have nice clean
hands, we must also remind them
that their grandparents wore dun-
garees and had plenty of dirt
under their fingernails and callus-
es on their hands.

Let us pray on this Labor Day
for peace in the world and peace
in the house of Labor.

(Rev. Msgr. Gilchrist is pastor
of Holy Cross Parish, Harrison.)

The federal minimum wage is set at $5.15 an hour. According to a
housing advocacy group, $15.28 an hour is the wage necessary to
afford rent and utilities for a modest one-bedroom apartment. 

Work in progress; the faithful roots of Labor Day

$10,712

12 million

$15.28

$5.15

$2.30

annual income of
minimum-wage worker

By the Numbers

households earning less 
than $10,712 a year

hourly wage necessary to 
afford rent and utilities on 
a modest apartment

since 1997: federal
minimum wage

1977 federal
minimum wage

 ©2006 CNSSources: U.S. Department of Labor and National Low Income Housing Coalition

BY REV. MSGR. JOHN
GILCHRIST

Answering Service E-mail Fax

(973) 623-1081     CWA1081@AOL.COM     (732)988-1081

“BEST WISHES”

60 - Park Place, Suite 206
Newark, N.J 07102

DAVID HEASLEY WEINER
President

Best Wishes
from

IRONWORKERS
~LOCAL No. 480~

~Executive Board~
Richard Sparks - John Garby - Ronald Pobuta

Kenneth Eder - Richard Malcolm
~Trustees~

Leonard La Brutto - William Matuza - Thomas Gillen
~Examining Board~

Brian Malcolm - Michael Berardi - Edward Mironski
Michael Readie...Sergeant-At-Arms

Ronald Repmann ..................................President
John Przekop ................................Vice President
James Sake..........................................Rec. Secty.
John Malcolm..........Bus. Mgr. /Fin. Secty./Treas.

Congratulations
to the 

Labor
Movement

Anthony P. Vainieri, 
Owner   NJ LIc. No. 2032  
Anthony P. Vainieri, Jr.,
Manager  NJ LIc. No. 3880
Valerie Vainieri Huttle, 
Director  NJ Lic. No. 3558

5923 Kennedy Boulevard
North Bergen, NJ 07047

(201) 868-6555

May God Grant 
Peace and Harmony 

To the Men and
Women of our
Labor Family.

Msgr. Gilchrist
Holy Cross Parish, Harrison



NEWARK TEACHERS UNION

American Federation of Teachers

Local 481 / AFL-CIO

1019 Broad Street - Newark, NJ 07102-2426

Voice (973) 643-8430

Fax (973) 643-8435, 242-5880

E-mail - ntu@ntuaft.com

Home Page - www.ntuaft.com

Joseph Del Grosso
President

Christine “Roz” Samuels
Secretary-Treasurer

Pietro M. Petino
President

“Pride of the Union”
1998 AFT Award

New Jersey’s largest AFT local
Teacher’s Union
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Education veteran named principal of new Caritas Academy
JERSEY CITY—The Sisters

of Charity of Saint Elizabeth and
the Caritas Academy Corporation
have appointed Jane E. Selinske,
Ed.D., LCSW, principal of the
new Caritas Academy, the Sisters
of Charity Academy.

Dr. Selinske, a Newark resi-
dent, has over 30 years of com-
bined educational, therapeutic
and leadership experience. She
was employed by Saint Dominic
Academy in Jersey City since
2000. Dr. Selinske has served as
principal at St. Joseph School
for the Blind in Jersey City and
in a variety of capacities at

schools in the Archdiocese of
Newark since 1972. She is cre-
dentialed as a New Jersey per-
manent principal/supervisor.  

In addition to her educational
background, Dr. Selinske is a
licensed clinical social worker
and a Board Certified Music
Therapist.  Her career experience
includes teacher, principal, fami-
ly counselor, music therapist, as
well as, a multitude of superviso-
ry positions.  

Dr. Selinske has an Ed.D. in
Education/Research and an Ed.M.
in Instructional Practice in Special
Education from Columbia Univer-

County—is sponsored by the
Sisters of Charity of Saint
Elizabeth, Convent Station. The
academy offers an accredited four-
year college preparatory pro-
gram for young women, grades
9-12. It is located at 2495
Kennedy Blvd.  

CALDWELL—Marilyn P.
Bastardi has been appointed to
the board of trustees at Caldwell
College, not the board of alumna
as reported in the Aug. 9 issue.

Correction

sity, New York, a Masters in Social
Work from Rutgers University, an
MA in Music Therapy from
Columbia University and a BA in
Religious Studies and Music
Education from Caldwell College. 

As the first principal of Caritas
Academy, a Catholic Secondary
School for Urban Women, Dr.
Selinske will lead the students and
faculty of the Caritas community
in a commitment to educational
rigor and relevance, as well as
capacity-building to expand stu-
dents’ options.

Sister Maureen Shaughnessy,
general superior of the Sisters of

Charity who envisioned and spon-
sor Caritas Academy, commented
“Jane Selinske is uniquely quali-
fied to develop this exciting new
vision of celebrating the diversity
within the community, emphasiz-
ing attention to the underserved,
and preparing students to live
thoughtful and meaningful lives as
shaped by emerging educational,
social, technological and cultural
changes in the County. We are
most happy to have her join our
long tradition of commitment to
the mission of education.”  

Caritas Academy—the Sisters
of Charity Academy in Hudson

• College preparatory program
• 100% college acceptance for past 10 years
• A sport for every season
• Scholarships and financial aid available
• Middle States Association accredited
• Committed faculty, family atmosphere
• Private education in the Benedictine tradition

since 1915

To learn more about BA,
contact the Admissions
Office. Speak to Ms. Branco,
908-352-0670 x104

Benedictine Academy
840 North Broad Street
Elizabeth, NJ  07208
908.352.0670   
Fax 908.352.9424

We’re Building Our Future at BA

Listen, Learn, Love and Lead at BA!

What Could be 
More Dramatic than
a Zolnier Class Ring!

• Lower Prices than Anywhere
• High Quality
• Fast Delivery
• Year-round Service
• We Supply Class Rings for Any High School, 

Any College, Any Year, Anywhere

www. zolnierclassrings.com

Class Rings • Caps & Gowns • Announcements • Medals • Trophies & Plaques

ZOLNIER CLASS RINGS
540 39th Street
B9 Suite 4
Union City, NJ 07087

Tel. 201-617-9656, 201-617-9565
Fax 201-223-1946

Visitation School
3044 Kennedy Blvd.
Jersey City, NJ 07306
201-653-4416

Welcome 
new and returning 

students to 
Visitation School.

St. Leo/Sacred Heart
Interparochial School

123 Myrtle Avenue
Irvington

(973) 372-7555
Sr. Carina Okeke, Principal

Saintleoschool.com/mail

HOLY CROSS
SCHOOL

QUALITY EDUCATION IN

A WARM CATHOLIC

ENVIRONMENT
• Full Day Kindergarten

• Full Day Pre-K

• World Languages

• Before & After School Care

• Computer & Science Labs

• Drama, Art and Music

• Hot Lunch Program

• Non-residents accepted

• Multi-child tuition discount

• Affordable tuition rates

HOLY CROSS SCHOOL
15 F. E. Rodgers Blvd. S.

Harrison, NJ 07029
For more information call: 

973-484-5678

Spanish and Portugese spoken in the office

Aquinas Academy
Saint Philomena Parish 

388 South Livingston Avenue • Livingston, NJ 07039
Call us to learn why you can’t afford to miss an Aquinas Academy education.

• Before  and After 
School Care

• Summer Camp
• Art  • Music
• Computer Education
• Library
• World Language
• Advanced Math

• Physical Education
• Sports
• Student Council
• Remedial Programs
• Hip Hop Dance
• Ceramics
• Future Musicians, Inc.

Pre K-8 
(973) 992-1587

Early Childhood
(973) 992-5181
(Full and Half Day Preschool)

Accredited by Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools


