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Visualizing the next 2,000 years:
the Catholic-Jewish conversation

Pope John Paul II made a historic visit to Cuba in January 1998.
Cuban President Fidel Castro underwent intestinal surgery in July,
which has spurred intense speculation over the dictator’s health, the
near-term future of Cuba, and the role the Catholic Church would play
during a religious/political/cultural transition for the Caribbean
island—one of the last strongholds of Cold War era communism. 

Faithful in Union City 
try to imagine Cuba
without Fidel Castro
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UNION CITY—As Cuban
President Fidel Castro temporarily
transferred governmental duties to
his brother Raul last month,
Catholic Cubans here at St.
Augustine Parish prayed—not for
the health of the infamous dictator,
but for the promise of a brighter
future for their homeland. 

Maria de los Angeles Garcia, a
CCD (Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine) teacher at St. Augustine
and an award-winning columnist
for N.J. Catolico (the Spanish-
language sister publication of The

Catholic Advocate) was visiting
her family in Cuba when the gov-
ernment there announced—in late
July—that Fidel Castro would
undergo intestinal surgery.

Since then, details regarding
the 80-year-old dictator’s health
have been murky while many
political leaders in the United
States have speculated on the fate
of a post-Castro Cuba. Castro has
held power in Cuba for more than
four decades.

“There is only one channel in
Cuba and it is controlled by the
government. At 8:30 one night,
during a soap opera, a man

F
ifty or 60 years ago
many religious and
ethnic communities in
New Jersey tried to
function as enclosed

enclaves to preserve their historic
traditions. Among other benefits,
this tended to promote marriage
within the group.

Unfortunately, members of
these isolated units failed to
notice prejudice and bigotry
except when it was against their
own. However, unlike many of
the European cultures from

which they came, the various
communities of Christians and
Jews sensed that values promot-
ed by the larger society allowed
for an atmosphere wherein peo-
ple could work together on
many levels while preserving
their own identity.

As the National Conference
of Christians and Jews and other
organizations advocated “Broth-
erhood Week,” some Protestants
and Reform Jews felt safe to
discuss topics that related to
faith and practice. A few
Catholics became involved in
these exchanges.

Father John M. Oesterreicher,

who founded the Institute of
Judaeo-Christian Studies at Seton
Hall University in 1953, began to
lecture on the Jewish roots of
Christian faith to appreciative
audiences nationwide. They came,
he insisted, not because of the
speaker, but because many were
thirsting for the insights offered by
a fresh look at the biblical heritage
shared by Jews and Christians.

The Second Vatican Council,
convoked by Pope John XXIII,
examined the pastoral needs of the
universal Church in four sessions
from 1962-1965. For the first time
an ecumenical council explored
“The Church’s Relationship to
Non-Christian Religions” (the
Declaration Nostra Aetate/ “In
Our Time” of Oct. 28, 1965).
The key section (#4) might be
called “The Church’s Bond with
the Jewish People,” to quote
Msgr. Oesterreicher.

First, the core text reviewed
the fact that to know herself, the
Church must appreciate the roots
of her self-understanding in the
history of Israel, since she was
founded by Jesus of Nazareth,
who lived and died as a Jew
from Galilee.

The Church is nourished by
the Word of God, preserved by
the Jewish people in the TeNaK,
the Bible of Torah, prophets and
writings. The Church’s members
from the nations of the world are
seen to be Abraham’s children
by adoption, grafted onto the
venerable olive tree cultivated
by God himself.

Then the council repudiated the
misinterpretations of the New
Testament writings and declared
that the death of Jesus must not be
charged against all Jews of that
time, much less the Jews in later
centuries. The secular press
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youth group aids 
the Crescent City
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BAYONNE—Catholics stood shoulder to shoulder
with people of other faiths during an ecumenical can-
dlelight prayer service in the gloaming on Sept. 11 to
remember those who perished and survived the terror-
ist attacks five years ago in New York City,
Washington and Shanksville, PA, as well as those who
died in the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center.

The interfaith service, which included bagpipes,
songs, Scripture readings, heartfelt reflections from
many religious leaders and a solemn procession of
flags, was held at the outer point of The Peninsula at
Bayonne Harbor, which offers a stunning vista of
New York harbor—a stark reminder of 9/11.

The event featured the illumination of a monument

Interfaith prayers illuminate tower
as a beacon of peace, hope and love

titled, “To The Struggle Against World Terrorism.” The
monument (pictured at top left) is a gift from the people
of Russia to the City of Bayonne. Designed by Russian
artist Zurab Tsereteli, the brushed bronze sculpture
stands nearly 100-feet high and weighs 175 tons. It holds
a 40-foot polished stainless steel teardrop within the cen-
ter of its jagged crevice—a “tear of grief”—to reflect the
sorrow of 9/11. In addition, there is an 11-sided granite
base etched with the names of the terror victims.

Father Robert A. Pachana, a parochial vicar of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church (pictured at the
bottom left with Most Reverend Thomas A. Donato,
auxiliary bishop of Newark), served as the master of
ceremonies for the candlelight service. 

Earlier in the day, a special Mass was held at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel to mark the fifth
anniversary of 9/11.

BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor
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Summer heat fades into autumn days,
but joy inspired by Bible camp lingers

explained. “Then they tie the edges of the
blanket together in order to close it.”

As the campers tied their blankets, she
stood before large colorful posters that out-
lined South American countries, which
showed faces of smiling children that will
benefit from their efforts. The campers
laughed as they each repeated words she
taught them: “amigo” for friend and “buenos
dias” for good morning.

Teenagers like O’Donnell say they have
benefited in their own way from the camp
experience. Many teens admit they initially
volunteered strictly out of a need to provide
service hours to fulfill their Confirmation
requirements. However, they eventually
found that once they started working at the
camp, they became enthusiastically involved
in the program.

“I’ve been a part of the Vacation Bible
Camp for five years, ever since it started,” 17-
year-old staffer Michael Hull explained. “I
needed service hours, so I helped out at first
because of that, but I stayed because I had a
lot of fun. Every year was better than the last.

“When it comes to the Church, some
things do go over kids’heads, but the skits, the
games, the videos help to get the message
through to them,” Hull continued. “It feels
great when you know you’ve made it through
to one kid. If you make it fun for one of them,
more might want to come participate.”

“One thing I like the most about VBC is
that I learned a lot of life skills,” Volunteer
Danielle Yannotti said. “I got a chance to
develop my leadership and public speaking
skills. I used to be very shy, but now I can
speak into a microphone in front of dozens of
campers and not think of it being scary.”

Our Archdiocese

F
or children at Saint Joseph’s Parish,
Bogota, the summer months carried
not only the promise of vacation
time, but also a weeklong adventure
of fun and learning about their faith.

The summer days have faded, camp is
over, but the warm memories remain.

Vacation Bible camps, which have become
increasingly popular in recent years, are focus-
ing their message of God’s love to children
with just one aim: fun, and lots of it.

“Next year’s theme is already set,” said
Danielle Yannotti, a Bible camp volunteer
who has worked with the camp since its incep-
tion at St. Joseph’s five years ago. “We start
thinking early. Planning happens in April,
May, and June when we know summer is
coming; so is Vacation Bible Camp.”

The theme at St. Joseph’s this year was
“Fiesta!” and the decorations around the
church conveyed the southwestern flavor.
There were handmade piñatas hung from the
ceiling, large posters of cacti and desert sands
were stretched out over the cafeteria walls. In
addition, there were laminated cutouts of col-
orful sombreros, while chili peppers guided
the campers’small feet as they made their way
through the different themed workshops.

In addition to the gaming area located in
the school gym was the “Cactus Crafts” sta-
tion  where the children assembled, painted
and drew pictures and crafts to take home in
brown paper bags they decorated themselves
with crayons, glue and markers; at “Maraca
Munchies” they had a chance to giggle and
share jokes over snacks; and during “Hot
Bible adventures,” they were witnesses to the
loving message of the Gospels through skits
that are put on for them by senior camp staff
members—comprised of teenagers that
attended camp years ago, when they were very
young themselves. The skits, typically, are the
most popular activity among the campers,
who are always enthusiastic to watch a Bible
story come to life before their eyes.  

“The acting is my favorite part,” said
Devin Rodgers, who attended camp for the
second year in a row. “We see both friends
from school and from church here.  I was
here last year, so I came back again because
I liked it.”

“There are already fourth graders that
come up to ask me how old they have to be to
be a staff member,” Patty Rodriguez, head of
Faith Formation at St. Joseph’s and the organ-
izer of the weeklong camp, said. “There are so
many young people involved and that sends a
message to the parish. There are 55 members
of our volunteer staff, which is just incredible.”

The fact that the Vacation Bible Camp is
staffed by parishioners of all ages is also
Rodriguez’s favorite point: volunteers
range from teenagers to working parents to
retired parishioners who find time to lend a
hand in any way they can, whether it’s
organizing a skit, helping in the kitchen, or
working with crafts.

“Vacation Bible Camp is so intergenera-
tional,” Rodriguez said. “It’s a major event in
the parish. Everyone knows about it. It draws
in all types of people from different ministries,
and really calls upon our parishioners’ gifts
and talents.”  

“The parishioners enjoy seeing their chil-
dren getting involved,” Father Richard Supple,
the pastor of Saint Joseph, observed. “There
are a lot of multigenerational things going on,
which keeps parishioners happy. The
teenagers are very busy, and most of them
come back year after year. One couple from
our parish had to stop volunteering due to
health issues—they were almost 80—but they
wanted to stay involved.”

St. Joseph’s Vacation Bible Camp also
includes reaching a hand out to other children
all over the world, not just for those in the
parish. Operation Kid-to-Kid, an organization
focused on service projects by children to help
other children, was incorporated two years ago
as an altruistic tie-in as a way to help the
campers realize that they could do things to
help others.

In past years, Spanish Bible booklets were
sent to children from Latin America by the
campers, who decorated them; and this year,
one teenager decided to expand the project by
combining that idea with including the Bible
booklets in with blankets the children could
help make themselves to keep other children
in Latin America warm.

High school senior Kathryn O’Donnell
worked on the Operation Kid-to-Kid blanket
project and manned one of the stations that
instructed the campers how to make the blan-
kets. “The campers each have two layers of
blankets that will keep the children warm,” she
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“Inspires Our World…One Spirit at a Time.”

Sheldon Chambers and Connor Foulke (left to right) enjoy activities at St. Anastasia’s
Vacation Bible Camp. This was the first time the Teaneck parish had run a summer program.
Mary Sause, pastoral associate and coordinator of the bible camp, explained that youth
members from St. Anastasia’s visited the St. Joseph camp to gather ideas. The two parish-
es shared decorations, ideas and stories to inspire and entertain the happy campers.
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The next 2,000 years
declared that “the church absolved
the Jews;” no, rather the Church
proclaimed that the Jewish peo-
ple, as such, are innocent. They
had been falsely charged of dei-
cide, of knowingly killing the Son
of God. That vicious canard
should never be repeated.

The council text deplored the
hatred, persecutions, or displays
of anti-Semitism directed against
Jews at any time and by any
source. This means that legisla-
tion of earlier councils that dis-
criminated against Jews was
rejected; that no form of anti-
Jewish bigotry should ever be
expressed again by Catholics. As
Pope John Paul II declared in
1990: “anti-Semitism is a sin
against God and humanity.”

The text challenged priests and
all teachers of religion, whether in
preaching, in the classroom or
other settings. We must learn, live
and instruct in “the truth of the
Gospel and the spirit of Christ.”
The task has been taken up by
many people of good will. May
they flourish and multiply.

The first reason for this text
which, like all 16 council docu-
ments, is addressed to Catholics, is
for the Church to develop an inte-

Gilchrist (see his related column
on page eight) and the leaders of
two Jewish organizations, “living
room dialogue” brought Catholics
and Jews together to explore a
variety of topics.

Progress on the international
level, especially the Fundamental
Accord between the Holy See and
the State of Israel on December
30, 1993, brought joy to all.  When
diplomatic relations were placed
on the highest level with the
exchange of ambassadors, a local
Jewish leader asked: “What else
do we have to dialogue about?”
The Catholic reply was that—after
several points of tension were
removed—we can begin to
explore deeper questions, learning
together how to grapple with the
challenges facing everyone in our
world, from local issues to interna-
tional peace.

Rabbi Jack Bemporad, founder
of the Center for Interreligious
Understanding, now in Carlstadt,
and colleagues nationwide
responded to the Holy See’s call
for theological dialogue by found-
ing the Rabbinic Committee for
Interreligious Dialogue. Their
work includes seminars with
Christian clergy to explore
approaches to marriage and related
pastoral issues.

In the past some hesitated to
encourage interfaith dialogue

because such socializing might
lead to intermarriage. However,
the problem lies elsewhere. Young
people meeting on secular cam-
puses often fail to bring their faith
seriously into the relationship as
they choose a partner. Leaders in
all religious communities work
to strengthen the faith of their
own younger generation and
hope that a common spiritual her-
itage will deepen their resolve to
marry for a lifetime.

Pope John Paul II exerted an
enormous positive influence on
Catholic-Jewish relations. A
beautiful exhibit of his life is
showing at the Museum of Jewish
Heritage at 36 Battery Place,
Manhattan, until Feb. 6, 2007. “A
Blessing to One Another: Pope
John Paul II and the Jewish
People” was created at Xavier
University in Cincinnati; it was
shown at the Pope John Paul II
Cultural Center in Washington,
D.C. earlier this year.

May both Catholic and Jews,
along with all people of goodwill,
learn about the impact that one
person can have on our world.

(Father Lawrence E. Frizzell is
the director of the Institute of
Judaeo-Christian Studies at Seton
Hall University, South Orange. He
also serves as a regular colum-
nist—“Sunday Readings”—for
The Catholic Advocate.)

gral vision of the divine plan for
humanity, initiated when God
called Abram and Sarah to become
a blessing for the nations (Genesis
12:1-3; 17:1-8). As St. Paul taught,
all baptized into Christ become
children of God and of Abraham
(Galatians 3:26-29).

The second reason is to grapple
with various forms of Christian
anti-Jewish teaching that has led to
bigotry and persecution of Jews in
many lands. Although the worst
contents of such preaching and
catechesis were not the result of
official doctrines, they were wide-
spread and wreaked havoc on
many Jewish communities. Three
subsequent texts of the Holy See
(in 1974, 1985 and 1998) have
presented detailed guidelines for
those writing catechetical texts and
for teachers of faith in every part
of the world.

Because correct teaching must
be a universal concern, this work
is primarily a matter for the
Church’s integrity; only secondar-
ily does it touch interfaith rela-
tions. Important as these relations
are, the correct appreciation of
Judaism is more profound than
good will between neighbors.

As Catholics, whether theolo-
gians or those in the congregation

wishing to deepen our understand-
ing of the Bible and liturgy, we can
learn much from those Jews who
know their traditions well. The
riches of each spiritual heritage
can be enhanced by exploration of
the Jewish Scriptures (the Old
Testament) together, searching for
“the mutual understanding and
respect, which is the fruit of above
all biblical and theological studies,
and of brotherly dialogue” (Nostra
Aetate #4).

In the Archdiocese of Newark,
such exchanges have taken place
on a regular basis from the late
1960s. The theological dialogue—
begun with rabbis Joachim Prinz,
David Panitz, Eli Pilchik, Barry
Friedman and Gerald Meister—
became a regular feature of Seton
Hall University’s curriculum when
Rabbi Asher Finkel joined the fac-
ulty in 1975. A few years later,
through the efforts of Msgr. John

Continued from page 1

As Catholics, we
can learn much 
from those Jews 
who know their 
traditions well.

T
aking stock of their

relationship with the
Catholic Church, area
Jewish leaders—on the
eve of Rosh Hashanah,

the New Year of 5767—applaud-
ed the efforts of both faiths to cul-
tivate dialogue and goodwill dur-
ing the last four decades.

Based upon the Nostra Aetate
platform, the relationship between
Jews and Catholics has advanced
into concrete actions. One yard-
stick to measure the progress is
that today Jews and Catholics fre-
quently engage on substantive leg-
islative issues such as immigration
reform, stem cell research, educa-
tion, and the Death Penalty.

While the two sides focus on
common ground, Jewish leaders
indicated that the true gauge for
the maturity of this post-Nostra
Aetate relationship can be found in
the ability to candidly and con-
structively acknowledge differ-
ences of opinion on critical issues.

“We’ve reached a new
plateau,” Allyson Gall, the New

Jersey area director of the
Millburn-based American Jewish
Committee (AJC) stated, noting
that the trust factor is now stable
enough that both sides are willing
to “hit the wall” on important
issues. “You should be able to dis-
agree with your friends,” she said.

Gall explained that this “wall”
can range in its height and place-
ment with different segments of
the Jewish faith. For example, she
said that while the AJC disagrees
with the Church on so-called edu-
cation “vouchers,” the Orthodox
wing of the Jewish faith strongly
supports the Church on this issue.
As such, there is a greater appreci-
ation for the spectrum of views
within each faith, she said.

Considering the cooperation
that regularly takes place between
Jews and Catholics within the
archdiocese, Gall said “dialogue,
just for the sake of talking, has
become passé.” Substantive action
is now the state of the art, she
explained, pointing out that the
AJC is working with Catholics to
establish a new office of immi-
gration affairs.

Scholarly programs and publi-

cations represent a major thrust in
the substantive action. For exam-
ple, the AJC, along with Catholic
and Protestant partners, will spon-
sor a program on Tuesday, Oct. 24,
7:30p.m. at Congregation B’nai
Jeshurun, Short Hills, titled “The
Baptizing of America” by Rabbi
James Rudin, a senior advisor for
the AJC who published a name-
sake book last year.

On a separate track, Barbara
Wind, the director of the
Whippany-based Holocaust
Council of MetroWest, recalled
her close relationship with Sister
Rose Thering, O.P., Ph. D, and
professor emerita of Seton Hall
University (SHU), South Orange.
Sister Rose, a noted scholar as a
voice of reconciliation among
Jews and Christians, died in
Racine, WI, on May 6 (see The
Catholic Advocate, May 10).

Wind is in the final draft of a
book, titled “Scaling the
Mountain,” based on her experi-
ences at a 1997 Gregorian pontifi-
cal conference in Rome, which
examined issues of good and evil
after Auschwitz (the “mountain”

Rabbi Jack Bemporad (right), internationally renowned theologian,
met with Pope Benedict XVI on May 25, 2005, while Rabbi
Bemporad was in Rome for the International Judaeo-Christian
Symposium. The Museum of Jewish Heritage (A Living Memorial to
the Holocaust) currently is hosting an exhibition titled: “A Blessing to
One Another—Pope John Paul II and the Jewish People.” Xavier
University, Cincinnati, produced the exhibition, which examines the
pope’s lifelong friendship with Jews and how this relationship influ-
enced his ministry and papacy. The display, which runs through Feb.
23, 2007, features the prayer note left by the pope at the Western
Wall in Jerusalem during his pilgrimage to Israel in 2000. The
Museum of Jewish Heritage is located at 36 Battery Place, New York
City, phone: (646) 437-4200; Web site: www.mjhnyc.org/index.htm.

The Living Church

‘A new plateau’ fosters trust for candid dialogue
BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

Continued on page 6
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THE LENOX
LADY OF LOURDES

R O S A R Y

THE LENOX
LADY OF LOURDES

R O S A R Y

Rosary shown larger 
than actual size. 

Length: 22" 

IVORY FINE CHINA • 14 KARAT GOLD

WATER FROM THE SHRINE OF

OUR LADY OF LOURDES

The rosary holds 
a capsule of 
holy water 
from the shrine 
at Lourdes.

www.Lenox.com SEARCH 403453

I wish to order The Lenox Lady of Lourdes
Rosary, to be crafted of ivory fine china and

14 karat gold electroplate, and containing

water from Lourdes, France.

No payment is required now. Bill me for 

my rosary in four monthly installments of 

$19* each.

Signature _______________________________________

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City ____________________ State_______ Zip________

Telephone ( _______ ) ____________________________

E-mail __________________________________________
* Plus $6.50 per rosary for shipping and processing. Your sales tax
will be added.

Mail to: Lenox
P.O. Box 731  •  Bristol, PA 19007-0731

ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE

© LENOX, Inc. 2006

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Order Form • Mail within 30 days

S4104667

For centuries, rosaries have guided the faithful through 
prayer. Prayers said in devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

The artists of Lenox have created a rosary 
inspired by the story of Our Lady of Lourdes. A 
rosary containing water from the spring at Lourdes. 
Water believed to heal the body and the soul.

The Lenox Lady of Lourdes Rosary is crafted of 
Lenox® fine china. The cross bears a sculptured image 
of Christ electroplated with 14 karat gold. The medallion of 
Our Lady of Lourdes is sculpted in relief, and holds a capsule 
of water from the shrine at Lourdes. 

To acquire this imported rosary, complete and mail the 
Order Form today. The price is $76, payable in installments. Your 
satisfaction is guaranteed.

Benedictine Monks of Newark Abbey
Weekday Services in St. Mary’s Church

5:00 a.m. Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
6:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
11:40 a.m. Midday Prayer
5:00 p.m. Community Mass
7:00 p.m. Sung Vespers

520 Dr. M.L. King Boulevard, Newark, NJ
(973) 792-5786 or visit www.newarkabbey.org

INSPIRATIONAL - EDUCATIONAL

CATHOLIC SPEAKER
PARISH MINISTRY • COMMUNION BREAKFAST • K OF C

Ty Agosta  201-933-8967
(Former host of Catholic Radio)

Some Popular Talks: Proud to be Catholic, Our Lady,
The Holy Eucharist

“Making The Faith Come Alive!”

STAINED GLASS
FOR CHURCHES

+   NEW   +
+  RESTORATION  +

+

LAMB STUDIOS
SINCE 1857
CLIFTON, NJ

973-916-0331

with Rev. Charles McTague as
the first pastor. 

Over the years, St. Peter Claver
Church has grown in membership
and diversity. Since 1972, St. Peter
Claver has been the parish home
for a Haitian community, which
celebrates weekly Mass in Creole.

The Montclair parish offers a
wide variety of programs and serv-
ices to meet the needs and interests
of its community. The Parish Life
Committee encompasses Black
Catholic Concerns, fellowships for
men and women, social events and
cultural celebrations for the local
Haitian and Latino communities.
The Social Concerns Committee
operates a food pantry and an
AIDS ministry.

St. Peter Claver plans diamond jubilee gala Oct. 20
MONTCLAIR — St. Peter

Claver Parish will mark its 75th
anniversary with a gala recep-
tion at The Bethwood, 38 Lack-
awana Ave., Totowa, on Friday,
Oct. 20, 8 p.m.

The reception program in-
cludes dinner, dancing and a
silent auction.

Tickets are $100 per person.
Call the parish rectory at (973)
783-4852 for more information
on the diamond jubilee event.
Information also is available on
the parish’s Web site: www.saint-
peterclaverchurch.org.

Father Jose Gamba is the pas-

tor of St. Peter Claver, which is
located at 56 Elmwood Ave. In
addition to his duties at St. Peter
Claver, Father Gamba also serves
as the coordinator of the Hispanic
Apostolate for the Archdiocese
of Newark. Archbishop John J.
Myers tapped Father Gamba for
the Hispanic Apostolate position
last year (see The Catholic
Advocate, Sept. 7, 2005). He also
serves on the Board for Hispanic
Ministry, which focuses on
the needs of Hispanic parishes
throughout the archdiocese.

Born in Columbia, Father
Gamba was ordained by Pope John
Paul II in Medellin on July 5, 1986.

African Americans founded the
landmark, multicultural Montclair

parish 75 years ago in pursuit of
free worship during a period of
racial prejudice. Masses today are
celebrated in English, Spanish, and
French to serve the parish’s diverse
faith community. St. Peter Claver
has been home to a Latino Ministry
since March 2002, offering weekly
Mass in Spanish.

According to information on
the parish Web site, a family of
eight African-Americans met in
the basement of Immaculate

Conception Church in Montclair
on Jan. 14, 1931, to begin weekly
instruction in the Catholic faith.
With the guidance of Rev.
Cornelius Ahern, that small group
of converts grew and the St. Peter
Claver Mission was established.
The Mission Center was a house,
51 Elm Street, in Montclair. 

The fledg1ing community
continued to expand as it prayed
and worked for a miracle: to build
a church. That dream was real-
ized on Nov. 5, 1939, when the
cornerstone was laid for St. Peter
Claver Church.

After 43 years as a mission,
St. Peter Claver Church was
officially designated as a self-
sustaining parish on Dec. 1, 1973,

BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor
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September 21
St.Vincent Nursing Home,
Cedar Grove, member-guest tea,
3:30- 5:30 p.m., call Connie Love
at (973) 509-3943.

Holy Family Parish, Nutley,
International Italian Festival, 7:30
p.m. through Sept. 23, 2 p.m. on
Sept. 24, (973) 667-0026.

September 23
Our Lady of Mercy Parish,
Jersey City, dinner dance for the
Feast of San Lorenzo Ruiz, 6:30
p.m., cost: $30, call Presy and
Connie at (201) 332-2237 or
Vickie at (201) 451-5806.

Notre Dame Parish, North
Caldwell, support group for
fathers whose children have
died, 10 a.m., RSVP ASAP, (973)
497-4327.

September 24
St.Anne Parish, Jersey City,
tricky tray auction, 2 p.m., cost:
$10, (201) 792-1610 or (201)
653-4009.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish,
Irvington, autumn card party, 1
p.m., cost: $5, (732) 225-5965.

Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #5427, Washington Town-
ship, Pepsi Punt, Pass and Kick
Contest for ages 8-15, 11 a.m.- 1
p.m., call Charlie Devine at (201)
664-3333 or (201) 259-5359.

St. John the Baptist Parish, Jer-
sey City, festival, 1- 8 p.m., (201)
963-7976 or (201) 653-8814.

September 26
Archdiocesan Center, Newark,
Catholic High School Information
Night, 7-9 p.m., call Laura Cris-
tiano at (973) 497-4258.

September 28
Church of the Presentation,
Upper Saddle River,“Gathering
Rite- God’s Plan for Creation,”
7:30-9 p.m., (201) 327-1313 ext. 31

September 30
St. Peter Parish, Belleville,

spaghetti dinner, 6:30 p.m., cost:
$7 for adults/ $3 for children,
(973) 751-9045.

St.Vincent de Paul Parish,
Bayonne, Mass and dinner for
Feast of St.Vincent de Paul, 5:30
p.m., cost: $40, (201) 436-2222.

St.Thomas the Apostle
Parish, Bloomfield, one-day
guided women’s retreat, 9 a.m.-
3 p.m., cost: $20, call Anna
Graziano at (973) 338-9538.

Caldwell College Concert
Series, 8 p.m.,The Diane Moser
Quintet. Reception to follow with
the opportunity to meet the per-
forming artists. Free parking.To
purchase tickets by mail, send a
ticket order and check, payable to
Caldwell College, c/o Laura
Greenwald, Music Department, 9
Ryerson Ave., Caldwell, N.J. 07006.

October 1
Queen of Peace Parish,
North Arlington, pro-life rosary
and Holy Hour, 3-4 p.m., call Bill
Mackey at (201) 997-2086.

Knights of Columbus Council
#5427, Washington Township, flea
and craft market, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.,
call Jerry Rider at (201) 845-8358.

October 2
Annual Caldwell College Gold-
en Eagle Golf Tournament at
Essex Fells Country Club to ben-
efit the Caldwell College Scholar-
ship Fund. Rain date is Oct. 10.

October 4
Archdiocesan Center,
Newark,“The Code of Cannon
Law”, four-week course, 7:30-9
p.m., (973) 497-4350.

Holy Spirit Parish, Union, Holy
Hour for Life, 7:30- 8:30 p.m., (908)
964-7635.

October 5
Fundraiser for Trinitas Hospi-
tal, Oct. 5-7 hosted by Leonar-
do Jewelers at its 829 Elizabeth
Ave. store in Elizabeth. Call
(908) 351-0880 or to make a
direct donation to the Trinitas
Foundation call (908) 994-8249.

years ago (Nostra Aetate) and
bring it a step further,” Amir Ofek,
consul for public affairs for the
Consulate General of Israel, New
York. Ofek works with Catholic
organizations throughout the tri-
state metropolitan region on behalf
of the state of Israel.

Ofek stressed the importance
of understanding the post-Nostra
Aetate era as a thoughtful, compre-
hensive process, rather than a
series of random, isolated encoun-
ters. He did, however, express a
sense of urgency that people of
faith and goodwill continually
need to seize the moment in
order to maintain the momentum
of the dialogue.

“This is a long process. We
must be honest and direct,” he
said. “We want all the (past) diffi-
culties to be there in the discus-
sion. We cannot deny that there are
sensitive issues. We will disagree
on some points, but we don’t have
to be afraid of that. The goodwill
(created from this dialogue) is
more important than trying to
solve all the problems.”

Among his current outreach
programs, Ofek said he is working
on creating a tour for area Catholic
bishops and Christian leaders to
visit Israel and walk in the foot-
steps of Pope John Paul II’s 2000
pilgrimage. Closer to home, last
year Ofek developed an education
forum with the Diocese of
Paterson on Jewish/Catholic
relations, which was attended
by over 150 priests and bishops.
He recalled that Bishop Arthur
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Allyson Gall, the N.J. area director of the Millburn-based American
Jewish Committee, met last year with Archbishop John J. Myers at the
Archdiocesan Center to mark the 40th anniversary of Nostra Aetate.

Amir Ofek
Consul for public affairs for the

Consulate General of Israel

Vatican document so that it can be
part of an everyday, one-on-one
conversation.

“Sometimes it’s simpler than
you think on a personal level,”
Ofek observed. “You can’t ‘fake
it’ on the grass-roots level. Before
you can move forward on the big
issues you must first know the
person. Our (Jewish/Catholic)
history is complicated and the
present can be difficult, but the
future will be better.”

J. Serratelli, the leader of the
Paterson Diocese, enthusiastically
endorsed this forum. 

Since the enlightenment of
Nostra Aetate in 1965 there has
been a rigorous learning curve to
break down pent-up barriers,
Ofek said, noting that, at first,
many in Israel found it difficult to
approach the Catholic communi-
ty. As a practical matter, he said
this new era of dialogue means
distilling the grand vision of the

in the title of the book refers to the
Holocaust). She attended the
forum in Rome with Sister Rose.

In addition, Wind has just
embarked on a new book that
will detail her friendship with
Sister Rose. Wind recalled that
“in our last conversation, just
before she died, Sister Rose said
to me: ‘I’m ready to go to heav-
en. When are you going to write
my biography?’”  

Wind also is involved in devel-
oping a major document—a
review with input from 200 rab-
bis—that will offer reflections on
Jewish interfaith attitudes, tradi-
tions and doctrines. The document
is slated to be submitted to the
Vatican in mid-2007.

Akey participant in developing
this interfaith document is Rabbi
Jack Bemporad, an international
theologian, scholar, author and the
founder and director of the Center
for Interreligious Understanding
(CIU) in Carlstadt.

Rabbi Bemporad—who re-
cently met with Pope Benedict
XVI, had several audiences with
Pope John Paul II, and has
addressed various Vatican confer-
ences—said he continues to draw
inspiration from Nostra Aetate. It
resonates in the 21st Century, pro-
viding Catholics with a greater
appreciation for Jesus as a Jew as
well as an understanding that
Christianity would be impossible
without Judaism, he said.

“What the Catholic Church
did 40 years ago was unprece-
dented. It’s something no other
religion has ever done,” he
declared. “Real change (between
different religions) can come
when people in authority have the
will to make it happen.” He laud-
ed the ministry of Pope John Paul
II and also offered high praise to
SHU for its trailblazing efforts in
Jewish/Catholic relations.

Rabbi Bemporad currently
serves as professor of Interreli-
gious Studies at the University of
St. Thomas at the Vatican, the
Dominican ecclesiastical Univer-
sity in Rome (“the Angelicum”).

“The mission for our genera-
tion is to take what was started 40

Candid dialogue
Continued from page 4

Official
Appointments
Archbishop John J. Myers
has announced the 
following appointments:

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Titus C. Njoku,
Parochial Vicar of St. Joseph the
Carpenter Parish, Roselle, was
appointed parochial vicar of St.

Anne Parish, Jersey City, effective
Sept. 11.

IN RESIDENCE

Reverend Brendan Quinn,
Chaplain at Trinitas Hospital,

Elizabeth, has been appointed to
residence at Immaculate

Conception Rectory, Elizabeth,
effective Sept. 20.

Reverend Alan Guglielmo,
Chaplain at Columbus Hospital,
Newark, has been appointed to

residence at St.Anthony Rectory,
Belleville, effective Oct. 7.
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Archdiocese of Newark clarifies
status of North Caldwell ‘church’

PRAYERS
FOR THE

FALLEN—
The Seventh
Grade Honor
Guard at St.

Therese of
Lisieux School

in Cresskill
carefully folds
the American
flag after their

class held a
prayer service

in remem-
brance of the

Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist

attacks. The
entire student
body, faculty

and many par-
ents attended
the ceremony,

praying  for
the victims,

their families
and the
country.

NORTH CALDWELL — A new
church at 103 Gould Ave., calling itself “St.
Anthony of Padua Church,” is not recog-
nized by the Archdiocese of Newark, arch-
diocesan officials announced Sept. 6.

Citing the sign at the front of the church
that reads “St. Anthony of Padua Church,
Roman Catholic Traditional Latin Mass,”
Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Emery, J.C.L., vicar
general and moderator of the Curia,
stressed the church “is not connected or
affiliated with Saint Anthony of Padua
Chapel in West Orange.”

The West Orange chapel, earlier this
month, celebrated the sacrament of
Confirmation in the archdiocese accord-
ing to the traditional pre-Vatican II rite
(see The Catholic Advocate, Sept. 6). As
reported, Archbishop John J. Myers two
years ago designated the West Orange
chapel as a site for the celebration of the
Latin Mass and sacraments according pre-
Vatican II tradition. 

Despite the sign in front of the North
Caldwell structure, Msgr. Emery stressed
that “this is not a Roman Catholic Church.”
It is the result, Msgr. Emery went on, “of a
split from Saint Anthony of Padua Chapel

Focus on faith
by ignoring
empty threats

Loss of faith
‘culprit’ cited
Editor,

This is in regards to the front-page
article on the study of youth and faith in the
Aug. 23 issue of The Catholic Advocate.

The article did not mention the single
biggest culprit for the loss of faith among
the youth—the so-called “progressives.”

After Vatican II, many of the school
nuns and others involved in teaching the
youth went bonkers and ended up as
“progressives.” They have not taught the
Faith in its fullness, nor do they live it in
its fullness, and the result has been two
generations of Catholics with inadequate
catechetical preparation, so parents who
do not know the Faith are raising faith-
less children.

The “progressives” have watered
down the Faith into little more than lib-
eral Protestantism, they have done away
with almost all Catholic devotions, and
they live as little better than secular
humanists. As long as they are allowed to
remain in positions where they can influ-
ence children, the sad results as given in
the article will continue.

Brother Thomas Corey 
Jersey City

Nearly eight of every 10 Americans believe God created life. 

Exploring a rich, shared heritage
To its great credit, the Archdiocese of Newark is in the forefront of preserv-

ing and protecting its unique history and architectural treasures.
Leading the way is the Office of Property Management Administration

through its on staff architectural historian and patrimony project manager (see
The Catholic Advocate, Aug. 23).

A focal point of that heritage is the inner-city parishes. Many over a century
old and steeped in the tradition and deep faith of their parishioners, these majestic
and venerable churches contain breathtaking design, meticulous workmanship
and irreplaceable artifacts that are truly awe inspiring.

The faithful will have the unique opportunity to visit several of those churches
during the annual Heritage Tour on Sept. 23. This year the tour will feature stops
at seven “treasured churches” in Jersey City.

Proceeds from the tour will help preserve the architecture, stained glass, paint-
ings, mosaics, wood and stone carvings, metalwork, pipe organs and marble
altars in parishes throughout the Church of Newark.

Those taking the tour will have an informative and moving spiritual
experience—good for the heart and soul.

Editor,
Faith is the unbreakable divine chord

linking our incarnated souls to God.
Faith is the unshakable, deep-soul
awareness that we are children of God.

One who has achieved such enlight-
enment finds little threat from the
media. Much of the reactionary atten-
tion strewn upon “The daVinci Code,”
“The Gospel of Judas,” “The Gnostic
Gospels,” and “Holy Blood, Holy
Grail,” is misstated. My faith is cheap,
indeed, if any twisted perception of the
truth challenges me. Our criticism of
these things imbues them with more sig-
nificance that they merit.

Threats to faith come from within.
Think of the seven deadly sins (pride,
envy, gluttony, lust, anger, greed and
sloth). What makes them deadly is that
they arise from doubts within us about
our place as children of God.

When my son dons a bullet-proof
vest to protect our nation’s Capital,
something challenges my faith, whisper-
ing: “God’s not out there on the streets
with your son; he’s alone. You are in it
alone, too.” Dan Brown and some name-
less scribe for a Second Century fairy
tale about Judas Iscariot cannot fathom
such an attack on my faith. Through free
will, I alone am the master of what I
allow to attack my faith.

How do I become a stronger master
of my faith? I must take time daily to
tune out everything and place myself in

God’s presence. The strength one may
achieve in placing oneself daily in the
presence of the Lord must be experi-
enced to be believed. Try it; believe it!

Dennis T. Kearny
Maplewood

by those parishioners who were upset when
the chapel reconciled with the Archdiocese
of Newark in 2004 following the death of
Rev. Paul Wickens, its founder.”

The church in North Caldwell,
explained Msgr. Emery, started as “Saint
Anthony of Padua Mission” with services
in the Fairfield VFW Hall until the recent
purchase of a former Lutheran church
building in North Caldwell. It is staffed by
a priest provided by the Society of Saint
Pius X (SSPX), Msgr. Emery said. The
Society is not in communion with the
Universal Church.

“There is confusion between the SSPX
church in North Caldwell and the arch-
diocesan-recognized chapel in West
Orange because of the similarity of
names,” Msgr. Emery explained. “The
SSPX church was organized not just
because of a desire to worship according to
the traditional Latin Mass but because what
its members believe is the corruption of the
‘Novus Ordo Church.’Many, if not most of
its members, are sede vacantists who deny
the validity of Novus Ordo, the revised
Rite of Ordination, and the present pope,”
Msgr. Emery said.

Creator of Life
Most Americans believe God

is responsible for life on earth.

From a survey with a nationwide sample of 2,003 adults taken July 6-19.

 ©2006 CNS
Source: Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life

Universal 
power/
spirit
created life

Other response

Don’t believe
God or universal 
power created life

5%

10%

7%

78%

God 
created 

life

51%
in the same survey said they think humans and 
other living things evolved over time.
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Annual Red Mass on Sept. 24 
at Cathedral to honor Nolan

AREA—The Archdiocese of Newark will
join Catholics in parishes throughout the
United States in a show of support for their
priests on Oct. 29 through prayer, celebration
and dialogue on Priesthood Sunday.

The last Sunday of October is designated as
Priesthood Sunday, a one-day celebration of
the priesthood organized by parish lay leaders
and coordinated by the USA Council of Serra
International.

Priesthood Sunday was established three
years ago to provide a way for Catholic com-
munities to express appreciation for the devot-
ed priests who faithfully serve them. “The pur-
pose of Priesthood Sunday is to engage every
level of the Church in the United States in a
national conversation about the priesthood,”
said Rev. Robert J. Silva, past president of the
National Federation of Priests’ Councils
(NFPC) that represents more than 26,000
priests nationwide.

The celebration is increasingly relevant in
light of the declining number of priests in the
country. Only about 4,000 of the 19,000
parishes in this country have more than one
priest. Many serve two or more parishes by
themselves.

Earlier this year, the Archdiocese of Newark
held the distinction of having the largest ordi-
nation class in the nation, with 17 men ordained
to the priesthood at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart on May 27 (see The Catholic
Advocate, May 24 and 10).

The lay faithful of each parish, school or
other ministry are asked to develop their own
special way of marking the day and honoring
both priesthood and their own priests. Special
liturgies, celebrations and the opening of a dia-
logue between priests and parishioners are
encouraged.

Liliana Soto, the archdiocesan coordinator
of evangelization, is providing information to
support Priesthood Sunday events. She can be
reached at (973) 497-4353. In addition, parish
lay leaders can visit www.priestsunday.org for
suggested liturgies, social celebrations, reflec-
tions, and downloadable graphics, guides and
posters. Requests for printed material may be
directed to (888) 777-6681. 

“For 70 years, Serra has been committed to
supporting and affirming the Catholic priest-
hood,” said Don DeDecker, past president of
the USA Council of Serra International. “We
are honored to handle this event and I see it as
a way of sharing our mission with the nation in
a celebratory way,” DeDecker said.

The USA Council of Serra International and
the Serra International Foundation serve as the
sponsors Priesthood Sunday. Serra International
is a worldwide Catholic organization of lay men
and women dedicated to promoting vocations to
the priesthood and religious life. More than
12,000 members in over 300 clubs are active in
the United States. Information on the USA
Council, based in Chicago, is available online at
www.serraus.org.

advocate for the children of
Newark and a leader in educa-
tional reform. In 2000-01, he
co-chaired Governor Jim
McGreevey’s Department of
Education Transition Team.

Kids Corporation II oper-
ates Kids Camp on 125 acres in
Warren County, enrolling stu-
dents in one of its 43 summer
schools. During the school
year, Kids Corporation II oper-
ates Mountain Classroom at the
camp. Children in the fifth
grade in Newark schools come
to Kids Camp for two days of
learning about environmental
science. They also receive a
free health exam with follow-
up care available when they
return home to Newark.

Nolan recently retired from
Lowenstein Sandler, New
Jersey’s second-largest law
firm, where he was a trial attor-
ney serving in the litigation
department. Over the course of
his distinguished career, he

NEWARK — J. Michael
Nolan, Jr., Esq., president and
founder of Kids Corporation
II, which provides educational
and health benefits to the
young people of Newark, will
be honored at the 22nd annual
Red Mass celebrated by
Archbishop John J. Myers at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart at noon on
Sunday, Sept. 24.

Seton Hall University School
of Law and the Saint Thomas
More Association of Seton Hall
University School of Law will
present Nolan with the Saint
Thomas More Medal.

Nolan founded Kids Corpo-
ration II in 1971 with his wife,
Kathleen Murray-Nolan. It
provides both summer and
after-school academic pro-
grams designed to keep chil-
dren academically motivated
and challenged.

Since founding Kids Corpo-
ration II, Nolan has become an

served as assistant prosecutor
in Essex County and as special
counsel designated by the New
Jersey Supreme Court to seek
the removal of a judge.

J. Michael Nolan, Jr.

9-11 MEMORIAL—Saint John the Evangelist Parish,
Bergenfield, held a 9-11 memorial to pray for the victims of the
terrorist attacks. Participants included Transitional Deacon
Jaime Hostios (left) and Msgr. Richard Arnhols, pastor.

In more than 20 years in pri-
vate practice, Nolan was
involved in numerous corpo-
rate, criminal, civil, consumer
class action and lender liability
cases. During his legal career,
Nolan served as a fellow of the
American Bar Foundation of
the American Bar Association,
and as a member of the board of
directors of the Legal Services
Foundation of Essex County.
He also was a member of the
American Bar Association
Standing Committee on
Membership, serving as state
chairman from 1987-1990;
the New Jersey State Bar
Association, serving as the
chairman of the Casino Law
Section from 1987-88; and the
Essex County Bar Association. 

Nolan has been honored sev-
eral times for his philanthropic
work, including the Prudential
Prize for Non-Profit Leadership
1993; City News’ 100 Most
Influential Award 1998; the
Villanova University School of
Law Community Leadership
Award 1999; the University of
Notre Dame Exemplar Award
1999; St. Benedict’s Academy
Community Service Award

2000; the Newark YMCA
Community Service Award
2004; the Local Heroes Award
from Bank of America 2004;
and, most recently, the Quest
Ink, Inc. Child Advocate Award
2005.

He earned his Bachelor of
Arts degree, with honors, from
Saint Vincent College in 1971
and his Juris Doctorate from
Villanova University in 1975. He
has served as a member of the
board of trustees at Saint Vincent
College since 1997, and as presi-
dent of the Friendly Sons of
Saint Patrick the past 13 years.

The first Red Mass in the
United States took place in
New York in 1928. Since that
time groups of Catholic attor-
neys have contributed to cele-
brate the Red Mass. The Red
Mass is traditionally a solemn
Votive Mass of the Holy Spirit
celebrated at the beginning of
the judicial year to invoke
God’s blessing and guidance in
the administration of justice. It
gets its name from the red vest-
ments used in celebrating Mass
and from the red robes tradi-
tionally worn by judges in the
Middle Ages.

Priesthood Sunday on Oct. 29
to trumpet ministries in U.S.
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Meet the Pastor

Msgr.Timothy Shugrue

Birthday: February 4 (1948)
Hometown: Elizabeth, NJ until 1964;Westfield, NJ
through to ordination
High School: Seton Hall Prep
Seminary: Immaculate Conception, Darlington
Undergraduate: Seton Hall University, BA in
Classical languages
Graduate: Immaculate Conception Seminary, MA in
Systematic theology
Ordination: May 26, 1973 by Archbishop Thomas A.
Boland at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newark
Hero: My sister, Mary Shugrue Ryan
Favorite Saint: St. John Vianney
Favorite Sport: Though not personally athletic, I
enjoy a good basketball or hockey game
Favorite Food: I never met a meal I didn’t like!
Favorite Subject in School: History
Last Book Read: The Rise of American Democracy
Occupation if I Weren’t a Priest: Teacher

several Marian feasts are celebrated throughout the year.
There is a weekly public praying of the Rosary, a weekly
Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, and cele-
bration of the feasts of the Immaculate Conception and the
Annunciation and the Assumption.

Ministries encourage unifying the community and help-
ing those in need. The “We Care” ministry, founded in
1992, prepares home-cooked meals at an AIDS shelter in
Newark. “About 70 parishioners regularly take part in this
outreach, whether as cooks or as drivers to deliver the food
to the shelter. Among those involved are our parish secre-
tary, Bette Kuczek, and parishioners Ethel O’Mara and
Grace Reynolds, who coordinate a host of volunteers,”
Msgr. Shugrue explained. 

Groups such as the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA) and Theology on Tap are emphasized to help
parishioners, especially young people, grow in faith.
“Those who have joined the Church have become more
active members as a result of RCIA contribute enormously
to the life of the parish,” Msgr. Shugrue said. 

Although the parish elementary school closed in 1997
due to declining enrollment, the parish sponsors Tegakwita
Academy, a Pre-K program for 3- and 4-year-olds. “The
parents and children have formed a wonderful small com-
munity that has benefited the parish in many ways. The Pre-
K provides a well-rounded program of activities in early
childhood education in a setting of Catholic teaching and
values. The head teacher, Mrs. Rosemary Fedor, previously
taught in our elementary school,” Msgr. Shugrue said. 

Through his years as pastor, Msgr. Shugrue has seen
the parish through many changes and looks forward to
more years of serving the community. “As we look back
on our 150 years of life and witness as a Catholic faith
community, we are grateful for the blessings Immaculate
Conception Parish has known, and for the great men and
women of faith—clergy, religious and lay faithful—who
have written our history with their lives. We look for-
ward to the future with hope, in the conviction that
God’s grace will lead us on, under the maternal care of
Mary Immaculate, our patroness.”

(Immaculate Conception Parish is located at 30
North Fullerton Ave., Montclair. Jon Bonesteel and Msgr.
Timothy Shugrue contributed to this article.)

Polishing and painting to mark 150 years of faith

Immaculate Conception Parish was established in
1856 as mission of St. Peter Parish, Belleville, to
serve the growing Catholic community in what was

then West Bloomfield. 
The original structure, a frame building erected at

Washington and Elm streets, was blessed in 1857.
Immaculate Conception was incorporated as an independ-
ent parish in 1864. In 1892, the present site on North
Fullerton Avenue in Montclair was purchased and work
began on a new church building. It’s impressive exterior
was completed in 1907. The 150th anniversary coincides
with the centenary of the church.

The parish has grown and expects further change as it
confronts the pastoral challenges that lie ahead. Many
fundamental responsibilities are shared with the parish-
ioners of 1856, faithful to their constant mission: “to
worship God, to proclaim the teachings of Jesus Christ,
to strengthen the bonds of love and respect among our
members and to respond in charity to the needs of the
community around them, from their immediate neigh-
borhood to the global family.” 

Today, Immaculate Conception numbers approximately
1,100 registered households. Its parishioners represent a
wide diversity of ages, ethnic backgrounds and length of
membership. The age breakdown is evenly divided
between young, middle-aged and older parishioners.

There are some families whose roots go back to the
founding of the parish in the 1850s and 1860s, and many
who have been here for 30 years or more. There is also a
large segment of registrants from the last five to 15 years.

Due to Montclair’s close proximity to New York, there
are about 100 new registrations this year. However, the
parish’s overall net membership has remained steady over
the last 15 years.

The church is also being refurbished to celebrate its
anniversary next year.  Archbishop John J. Myers will pre-
side and bless a new altar fashioned from two of the origi-
nal side altars. This event will complete a process of interi-
or refurbishment that began in 1993.

The basement of the church, known as Madonna Hall,
also is undergoing extensive renovation and structural work
to provide improved restrooms, handicapped access and
more flexible meeting space for parish groups and activities.

“I think every pastor thinks his parish is special and I am
no exception,” Msgr. Timothy Shugrue, pastor for 16 years,
said. “I felt it when I arrived as pastor in 1991, and I hope I
have added to it or encouraged it, though I know it did not
originate with me. There is an openness among our people
that communicates itself as a ready welcome, and there is
an expectation, I think, that at Immaculate, we do things
right, which is reflected in the consistency with which peo-
ple engage in various parish ministries and services.”

Msgr. Shugrue believes that the faith and commitment
of parishioners can be seen in every facet of the parish,
including the structure itself. “To some extent, our beauti-
ful church breathes an aura that reminds us of our distin-
guished history and imparts a sense of responsibility for
upholding a long tradition of living our Catholicism faith-
fully. The very building, to which the term ‘elegant’applies
with genuine accuracy, says, forthrightly but not ostenta-
tiously: ‘We’re Catholic; grateful for the privileges that are
ours, and serious about the responsibilities that go with
them.’ Our people are unfailingly responsive to those in
need, and prove it by personal involvement as well as with
financial support.”

Devotion to Mary binds the parishioners together and

Pictured here is a view of Immaculate Conception’s
soaring interior as the congregation celebrates at
Christmas with a Nativity scene. 

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f 

Im
m

ac
ul

at
e 

C
on

ce
pt

io
n 

P
ar

is
h.

Immaculate Conception Parish, originally established as a
mission of St. Peter’s Parish, Belleville in 1856, is celebrat-
ing its 150th anniversary This year. Oct. 1 will be the semi-
official kick off of the Montclair parish’s anniversary activities.

BY MELISSA MCNALLY
Staff Writer

Immaculate Conception,
Montclair
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Embryonic stem-cell 
research claim ‘a sham’

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Highly touted research claiming
that human embryonic stem-cell
lines can be derived without
harming the embryos is a sham,
according to a pro-life official
of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. 

“They didn’t do anything like
what the headlines are saying they
did,” said Richard Doerflinger,
deputy director of the bishops’
Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities,
in an  interview late last month
with Catholic News Service.
“All they showed was that
you can kill an embryo at an
earlier stage than they did
before.” 

At the Vatican, Bishop
Elio Sgreccia, president of
the Pontifical Academy for
Life, said the new technique
did not remove ethical objections
and may increase them. 

Advanced Cell Technology
Inc., based in Alameda, Calif.,
and Worcester, Mass., announced
Aug. 23 that a team of its scien-
tists had “successfully generated
human embryonic stem cells
using an approach that does not
harm embryos.” 

An article on the research
was published Aug. 23 in the
online edition of the science
journal Nature. 

The technique involves re-
moval of a single cell from an
early, eight-cell embryo called
a blastomere. The researchers
claimed that the method has been
successfully used in more than
1,000 cases of preimplantation
genetic diagnosis, in which one

cell is removed to test for genetic
diseases and the embryo is im-
planted if no disease is found. 

Up to now, stem-cell research
involving the destruction of
human embryos has taken place
when the embryo is made up of
about 150 cells. 

But no embryo survived the
research carried out by the
Advanced Cell Technology scien-
tists, Doerflinger said. Sixteen
embryos were killed to retrieve
91 blastomeres, from which two

stem-cell lines were derived, the
research showed. 

The scientists postulated that
the single-cell technique used in
preimplantation genetic diagno-
sis would carry over to stem-cell
research and that the technique
doesn’t harm the embryos, “but
we don’t know that either is

true,” Doerflinger said. 
It will take many years to

determine whether children born
following implantation after the
single-cell removal technique
are truly healthy, he added,
noting that it was only after a
million live births from in vitro
fertilization that scientists felt
they had a large enough sample
size to test for abnormalities in
those children. 

Bishop Sgreccia told Vatican
Radio  that removal of the single
cell may damage the embryo.
He said experimentation on
animals was needed to exclude
this possibility. 

On a more general level, he
said the new technique rep-
resents an additional manip-
ulation of the human embryo
and is therefore unethical. It
adds another layer of artifi-
ciality to an already artifical
precess, he said

He said it was incom-
prehensible why scientists
were continuing to focus on

the production of embryos for
stem cells, instead of using stem
cells obtained from umbilical
cords and other parts of the
human body. 

“One reason there is a big
race to do these experiments on
the human embryos is because
funds are being made available.

To obtain these funds, experi-
ments are being exempted from
ethical considerations, even
when the outcome is uncertain
and when, in my opinion, the
ethical objections are multi-
plied,” he said. 

Research guidelines from the
National Institutes of Health
allow for only “minimal risk.”  

A statement from the White
House press office in response
to the research announcement
urged caution.

The following churches support the

RIGHT to LIFE
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Church

Bayonne

St. Anthony of Padua Church
Belleville

Holy Spirit & Our Lady Help 
of Christians Church

East Orange

Our Lady of Czestochowa Church
Harrison

Our Lady of Sorrows Church
Kearny

St. Theresa Church
Kenilworth

St. Lucy Church
Newark

St. Michael Church
Palisades Park

A Proud
Supporter

of
The Catholic

Advocate
and

Respect Life 2006

Insurance
Estate Planning

Investments
Employee Benefit Plans

Long Term Care

William H. Phelan

78 Main Street

P. O. Box 759

Madison, New Jersey 07940

(973) 377-5593 Phone

(973) 377-3250 Fax

(800) 662-8173

THE RESPECT LIFE OFFICE 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

ASKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF LIFE 
IN ALL ITS PHASES...

FROM THE WOMB TO DEATH.

REV. JOSEPH MEAGHER, DIRECTOR
MICHELLE KRYSTOFIK, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

RESPECT LIFE OFFICE
1805 PENBROOK TERRACE • LINDEN, NJ 07036

Phone: 732.388-8211 • Fax: 908.486.5345
Email: arnewrespect@sjanj.net
Web site: www.rcan.org/life

“They didn’t do anything
like what the headlines 
are saying they did.”

— Richard Doerflinger

Adoption Services
445 Godwin Avenue
Midland Park, NJ 07432
(201) 444-7775

292Fifth Avenue, Suite 400
New York, NY 10001
(212) 714-3550

E-mail:
ndykstra@bethany.org
Website”www.bethany.org

Nancy Dykstra-Powers,
MSW, LCSW
Branch Director
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SUMMIT—Almost a year to
the day that Hurricane Katrina
slammed into the Gulf Coast,
members of the youth group from
St. Teresa of Avila Parish were in
New Orleans to lend a hand as part
of “Operation Helping Hands.”

Traveling to The Big Easy
under the auspices of the local
Catholic Charities office, the eight
students and seven adults paid
their own way to New Orleans to
participate in the volunteer
cleanup effort.

With housing provided by
Catholic Charities of New
Orleans, the Archdiocese of
Newark contingent was assigned
to perhaps the most devastated
portion of the beleaguered city—
the lower Ninth Ward.

A Catholic Charities staff

member visited with the group
on the morning of their first full
day of cleanup work, to explain
how to use the required safety
equipment that they would need.
Worn during their entire workday
were boots, masks, gloves and, at
times, goggles.

Their work site was about 15-
minute drive from where they
were staying. Even in that short
amount of travel time, the scope of
the devastation became evident as
they passed deserted block after
block of rubble that had been
homes and businesses.

With the exception of one
morning in the middle of the
week, the local contingent worked
at Villa St. Maurice—a senior citi-
zen home that had been under 10
feet of water for three weeks after
the hurricane struck. 

The St. Teresa workers were
split into two teams. One cleared

debris, overgrown grass and
took up weeds outside the com-
plex, while the others cleaned
out apartments.

“The place smelled terrible and
there were random creatures that
had decided to inhabit the building
over the past year so it was quite a
job” recalled Philip Tomasello, the

parish director of youth ministry
who coordinated the trip. The
workday lasted from 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., he said.

Their midweek “break” was at
the air-conditioned International
Stella Maris Maritime Center,
which before Katrina had been a
diocesan facility run by nuns for

St. Teresa of Avila youth group
assists Big Easy after ‘the storm’

Among those making the trip to New Orleans were, left to right, front row, Nick Hogan, Samantha Reina,
Esther Arrieta, Linda Archiello, Joni Stefans, Ann (an organizer from Christopher Homes), and Steph Rowan.
In the back row are John Byers, Rae Colgan, Phil Tomasello, Megan Byers, John Byers, Sister Justin
Stymacks, Tony Landi, Dan Keenaghan, and Sgt. Brian Gabriel from the New Orleans Police Department.

sailors stopping over in New
Orleans. The men of the St. Teresa
group emptied the attic while the
women cleaned up the kitchen.
That afternoon they returned to
Villa St. Maurice.

Members of the St. Teresa of
Avila youth group said that sever-
al encounters were especially
memorable during the time in
New Orleans. One was with a lone
family across the street where the
youths were working. Finding out
one of the little girls, a six year old,
was having a birthday, the St.
Teresa young people threw her a

BY WARD MIELE
Managing Editor

Continued on page 13

Jesús se volvió,
y al ver que lo seguían les preguntó:

–¿Qué están buscando?

Ellos dijeron:
–Maestro, ¿dónde vives?

Jesús les contestó:

–Vengan a verlo.
San Juan 1:38-39

¿Ha usted
considerado 
seguir a Jesús 
como un 
sacerdote,
hermana o 
hermano...?

Contacto:
Padre Brian Plate

Director de Vocaciones

La Oficina de Vocaciones 
(973) 497-4365

171Clifton Ave., P.O. Box 9500
Newark, NJ 07104-0500

*The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 9/1/06. Minimum deposit to open the CD and obtain the APY is $1,000. A penalty may be imposed for early
withdrawal. Consumer accounts only. New funds only (i.e., funds not already on deposit at Lakeland Bank).

**$100 offer requires direct deposit sign-up within the first 30 days of account opening. Bonus will be credited to account within 60 days after the first direct
deposit is made. APY is .25% as of 9/1/06. The rate may change after the account is opened. Minimum balance to open the account and obtain the bonus is
$100. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $1. New accounts only. A $100 service fee will be deducted if the account is closed within six months. Offer may be
withdrawn at any time.

www.lakelandbank.com  •  973-697-2000

With offices located throughout Bergen, Essex, Morris, Passaic, Sussex 
and Warren Counties

5.30%
APY*

13-Month CD

It’s Always 
Fashionable to Save!

At Lakeland Bank, you 
can enjoy great rates and 
special offers like these:

Receive $100**

When you open a
NOW Checking
Account with 

direct deposit.

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 S

t.T
er

es
a 

of
 A

vi
la



September 20, 2006 13Local News

party. So that her siblings would
not feel left out, they bought gifts
for them as well. The grandmoth-
er, recalled youth group member
Esther Arrieta, “was thankful that
we were able to bring a smile to
her granddaughter’s face.”

Another lasting impression
was Deacon Brian Gabriel, a
police sergeant who survived
Hurricane Katrina. He joined the
group for dinner and returned the
next day to pitch in with the work.
He also gave them a gift of a patch
from his police uniform.

The St. Teresa group said they
met many survivors who were
appreciative of their efforts. Many
had lost everything, in what the
locals these days ominously
referred to as, simply, “the storm.” 

The destruction was “more
than I expected” remarked
Tomasello, calling the area where
the youth group was working a
virtual “ghost town.” He was also
struck by “how quickly” the main-
stream media had forgotten the
state of affairs in the aftermath of

Hurricane Katrina. While some of
the locals “bashed” the Bush
Administration, he continued,
much more were “hopeful” for the
future and  anxiously awaiting the
end of the new hurricane season.

Also calling the area a “ghost
town,” Arrieta called the trip “a
great experience.” She expressed
“shock” at the extent of the dam-
age. While she and her compan-
ions might not have been paid for
their services, Arrieta said that see-
ing Villa St. Maurice after the
youth group had cleaned it up was
“a pay of its own.”

Operation Helping Hands is
a volunteer program of
Catholic Charities Archdiocese
of New Orleans (Web site:
www.ccano.org/programs.htm)
established to assist the Gulf Coast
community in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina. According to
information provided on the Web
site, the program provides desper-
ately needed services to the people
of Greater New Orleans by mobi-
lizing thousands of volunteers.
Parishes within the Archdiocese of
New Orleans support the effort.
Contact the group at (504) 523-
3755 for more information. 

Youth group

Archbishop John J. Myers (center) celebrated a Mass on Sept. 10 at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark that brought
together the Korean parishes of Saint Andrew Kim, Maplewood; Saint
Joseph Korean Catholic, Demarest; and the Church of the Korean
Martyrs, Saddle Brook. Pictured with Archbishop Myers is (left) Father
Don Bosco Park, the parochial vicar of Church of the Korean Martyrs,
and Father Minhyun (Joseph) Cho, the pastor of Saint Andrew Kim. In
addition to the three parishes, members of the community of St.
Madonna Korean Catholic Mission, Fort Lee, also participated in the
Mass. Musicians for the Mass included Theresa Jaehee Choi, choir
director; Basil Sungpil Kim, organist; Sangkyoon Lawrence Kim, can-
tor; Sangsoon Peter Kim, psalmist; Bonaventura Ham, violinist; Rosa
Choi, cellist; and the Korean Martyrs Choir. John Miller is the director
of music ministries for the Cathedral Basilica. Last year The Catholic
Advocate featured a special profile of the Korean Catholic community
within the archdiocese (see Aug. 10, 2005).

Korean parishes celebrate
at the Cathedral Basilica
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Continued from page 12

One of the
many piles of
debris cleaned
out of rooms of
a senior citizen
complex by
young people
from St. Teresa
Parish in
Summit. The
building had
been under 10
feet of water for
three weeks
after Hurricane
Katrina struck.

ST. JOSEPH
REGIONAL

HIGH
SCHOOL

Open House

For information and directions, call (201) 391-3300
www.saintjosephregional.org

COLLEGE
PREPARATORY

SCHOOL FOR BOYS
40 Chestnut Ridge Road

Montvale, NJ 07645

Accredited by the  Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools

Administered by the Archdiocese of Newark

Class of 2006 - 100% of Our Graduates went on to College
$6.5 Million in Scholarships & Grants Awarded

Sunday, October 1, 2006 -Noon - 3:00 pm
Wednesday, November 8, 2006 - 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Sunday, January 28, 2007 - Noon - 2:00 pm

Full college preparatory curriculum,
complete athletic program, extensive activity opportunities.
St. Joseph Regional High School is located on Chestnut Ridge Road (Route 45) 

Garden State Parkway, Exit 172, left at the light and left at second light

St. Joseph Regional High School admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.

MMootthheerr  SSeettoonn  RReeggiioonnaall  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
invites 6th, 7th and 8th grade girls to its

Please call (732) 382-1952 for
information and registration

MMootthheerr  SSeettoonn  RReeggiioonnaall  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Valley Road

Clark, N.J. 07066

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, September 27, 2006 

7:30 p.m.

“Seton Science Workshop”
Saturday, October 21, 2006

“Be a Freshman for a Day”
Wednesday, November 1, 2006

Mother Seton 

Regional H.S.

• Academic Excellence

• Honors Program

• College Prep Program

• Seton Spirit

• Leadership Program

• Varsity Sports

• Clubs & Activities

• Bus Transportation

1-732-382-1952
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The Office of Stewardship of the Archdiocese of Newark presents

Annual Archdioceasan Stewardship Day
Discover one of the newest tools in Stewardship!

Mail in Registration Form

❑ YES! I will attend Stewardship Day!

Name _______________________________________    Title__________________________________

Parish _______________________________________     Email________________________________

Name _______________________________________    Title__________________________________

Parish _______________________________________     Email________________________________

Mail this form to:
Archdiocese of Newark, Stewardship Office •  171 Clifton Ave., Newark, NJ 07104

Call Monica Bernardes at (973) 497-4104• RReeggiisstteerr  oonnlliinnee  aatt::  wwwwww..rrccaann..oorrgg//sstteewwaarrddsshhiipp

The Office of Stewardship
is excited to offer an

opportunity to explore
“Living Your Strengths” 

with its author, 
Reverend 

Albert L. Winseman, D. Min.
Global Practice Leader for Faith-Based

Organizations, The Gallup Organization

Our Keynote Speaker!
Father Daniel Mahan

Executive Director Marian College Center
for Catholic Stewardship

From Our Lady of Mercy Parish 
in Jersey City:

Father Jack Cryan
will discuss Collaborative

Ministry and 
Father Larry Evans 

talks about 
Year Round Parish Stewardship

JJoouurrnneeyy  wwiitthh  uuss  aass  wwee  ddiissccoovveerr  tthhee  llaatteesstt  ttooooll  ffoorr  ddiisscceerrnniinngg  aanndd  lliivviinngg  oouurr  ssttrreennggtthhss..
• Find out exactly which talents God has given you!

• Discover the results of 40 years of research with 2 million people in 26 cultures!

• Find out why there are fewer than 10 people in the United States who have your talent theme in the 

order you have them!

• Learn to manage your personal life and parish life around your God-given talents!

• Receive your own guide to discovering and Living Your Strengths!

• Develop a plan to bring this tool back to your parish family!

Saturday, 
October 28, 2006

8 am to 3 pm

Union Catholic
High School

1600 Martine Ave. • Scotch Plains

Fr. J. Cryan Fr. L. Evans
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Processions: October 14th —1:30 PM
October 15th —2:30 PM
October 16th —1:30 PM

Novena begins Thursday, October 5th at 7 PM
Annointing of the Sick October 10th
Blessing of Women Praying to Conceive October 11th
Blessing of Expectant Mothers October 12th
Blessing of New Born Babies October 13th

All are welcome
Accommodations are available for Bus Groups

Secured Parking on Church Premises
For more information • 973-482-6663

www.saintlucy.net

107th
Annual Feast

ofSt.Gerard
St. Lucy’s Church

National Shrine of St. Gerard
118 Seventh Avenue, Newark

October 14th—16th

50th Anniversary of
Our Lady of America

The Immaculate Virgin 

Our Lady of America Center 
PO Box 445, Fostoria, Ohio 44830 

www.OurLadyOfAmerica.com

Beginning on the Feast of the North America Martyrs September 26, 1956, The Blessed Virgin
Mary appeared to Sister Mary Ephrem (Mildred Neuzil) at a Precious Blood Sisters Convent in
Indiana, and continued to appear to Sister there and at a cloister in Ohio.  A summarization of
revelations by The Blessed Virgin Mary, under the title of "Our Lady of America," is: 
�� Our Lady of America expressed Her thanksgiving and encouragement to the U.S. Catholic

bishops for the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception at Washington, D.C.; 
�� She stated Her desires that Her children honor Her by the purity of
their lives, and She wishes that  America be the country dedicated to Her 
purity; 
�� She often emphasized Her desire that the National Shrine of The
Immaculate Conception be made a place of special pilgrimage where She 
wishes to be honored as Our Lady of America, The Immaculate Virgin,
with a statue of this likeness placed in this Shrine at Washington, D.C.; 
�� Our Lady of America stated Her desires to make the whole of America
Her shrine by making every heart accessible to the love of Her Son, Je-
sus; 
�� She asked Her children to reform their lives, for sanctification from 
within, so that when God looks at the heart of each, it resembles the 
Heart of His Divine Son, Jesus; 
�� Our Lady of America asked for acts of penance and self-denial, and for
family prayer of The Rosary so that Her children will recognize The
Indwelling Most Holy Trinity; 
�� Our Lady of America stated that peace is from within, not from with-
out; peace will come when Her children are purified and cleansed from
defilement, when Her children can recognize, adore and love The Divine
Indwelling Trinity more. 

Copyright © 2006 • Our Lady of America Center • Fostoria OH • All Rights Reserved 

LET EVERYONE KNOW!
Advertise your upcoming event in The Catholic Advocate.

973-497-4200

Stewardship Day at UCHS
cese and parishes throughout
the United States, Canada, and
most recently in Australia and
the Philippines.

Other speakers include Father
Jack Cryan and Father Larry
Evans, the pastor and  parochial
vicar, respectively, at Our Lady of
Mercy Parish, Jersey City. Father
Cryan will address the subject of
“Collaborative Ministry,” while
Father Evans will discuss “Year-
Round Parish Stewardship.”

Contact Ken Di Paola, asso-
ciate director of the archdioce-
san Office of Planned Giving, at
(973) 497-4332 or Monica
Bernardes, assistant for the
Office of Development and
Donor Relations Planned Giving,
at (973) 497-4104 for more infor-
mation. Registration for the event
also can be done online at:
www.rcan.org/stewardship.

NEWARK—The annual arch-
diocesan Stewardship Day will
be held Saturday, Oct. 28, 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at Union Catholic High
School, 1600 Martine Ave.,
Scotch Plains.

Father Daniel Mahan, the
executive director of the Marian
College Center for Catholic
Stewardship, Marian College,
Indianapolis, will serve as the
keynote speaker for the event.
Father Mahan became executive
director of the Marian College
Center for Catholic Stewardship
last July. He teaches the concept
of stewardship throughout the
world.

He currently serves full-
time in stewardship ministry,
making presentations to dio-

BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor



Please Provide Me With Information On:
❑ NEW Gate of Heaven Chapel Mausoleum Expansion
Special low construction prices!

❑ NEW Gate of Heaven Garden Mausoleum
Special low construction prices will be ending soon!

❑ Gate of Heaven Cemetery
Single, double and multiple plots available!

❑ My FREE copy of Preparing a 
Catholic Funeral Mass Guide

❑ English ❑ Spanish

Catholic Cemeteries
Archdiocese of Newark

www.RCAN.org

We Remember • We Believe

Gate of Heaven
Chapel

Mausoleum
Expansion

225 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ 

✦ Magnificent two-story, 

sky lit chapel 

✦ Original liturgical stain

glass windows

✦ Crypt & niche spaces 

available

✦ Many selections cost less

than an average 

in ground arrangement

Office Hours
9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Open 7 days a week

Call or stop by today!
1-866 Pre Plan

773 -7526

Name____________________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________ State________ Zip_____________

Phone  (________)________________________________ Email____________________________________

Special Low Construction Prices
now available 

for a limited time.

CA 9/20/06

Grave space 
is available 
for as low 
as $1,600 

for 
two people.

With only $160 down, 
monthly payments
could be as low as
$33.82  per month.*

*Payments based on 48 monthly installments 
at 6% APR. Total interest: $183.26. 
Total amount of payment: $1783.26.

MAIL TO: Catholic Cemeteries, P. O. Box 9500, Newark, NJ 07104

Multiple Family Plots / Above Ground Mausoleum
Space / Cremation Nitche Space also available.

Cemetery Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Monday through Friday, Saturday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.

Mausoleum Office Hours: 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Everyday (including Sunday).

Call Toll Free
1-866-PRE-PLAN

or mail the attached coupon today!
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London terror plot upends travel plans of QPHS student
NORTH ARLINGTON—

World events interrupted the trav-
els plans of Queen of Peace High
School honor student Matthew
Davis while he was at London’s
Heathrow Airport last month.

Davis and 35 other students had
their travel plans put on hold as the
now-infamous terrorist plot to
blow up planes bound from
England to the United States (using

homemade liquid explosives from
personal items such as shampoo)
was foiled by British authorities.

The student group had just
ended a three-week stay in
England, Scotland, Wales and
Ireland. Davis, at the time, was
preparing to return home from par-
ticipation in the People-to-People
Student Ambassadors program.
The goal of the program, ironical-
ly, is to bring people together from
different countries in an effort to
promote world peace through
face-to-face encounters. President
Dwight Eisenhower founded the
program five decades ago.

While at Heathrow Airport,
Davis and his companions learned
their flight had been canceled. The
group, he recalled, was “calmly”
ushered from the airport. Before
flying to Germany for the trip
home, the students were treated to

ways of dispelling the tension by
such things as a trip to an amuse-
ment park.

Although some of the students
were upset by the developments,

the chaperones remained “calm
and reassuring,” Davis recalled.
However, his mother, Wanda
Marie, understandably was con-
cerned when she received a tele-

phone call at 4:30 a.m. that her son
would not be on the scheduled
flight. She received timely updates
through the student-to-student pro-
gram.

Matthew Davis

The Academy of Saint Elizabeth
Convent Station, New Jersey

“A perfect woman, nobly planned, to warn, to comfort, and command.”

William Wordsworth

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, September 26 ~ Thursday, October 19 ~ Thursday, November 30
All at 7:00 p.m.

TESTING OF 8TH GRADE STUDENTS
Saturday, October 28 ~ Saturday, November 11 ~ Saturday, December 2

All at 8:00 a.m.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ESTABLISHED IN 1860 UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE SISTERS OF CHARITY OF SAINT

ELIZABETH, THE ACADEMY OF SAINT ELIZABETH IS THE OLDEST HIGH SCHOOL

FOR GIRLS IN THE UNITED STATES.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As a Charter Member, the Academy is accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools and a member of the National Catholic Education Association, 

National Association of Independent Schools, and Association for Supervision and Curriculum.

The Academy of Saint Elizabeth, an independent, Roman Catholic college preparatory school 
for grades 9-12, admits girls of any race, religion, color, and national or ethnic origin.

For further information, please contact the Admissions Office at 973-290-5225

ORATORY PREP
PRIDE IN OUR PAST...COMMITMENT TO OUR FUTURE

OPEN HOUSE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
admissions@oratoryprep.org

or 908.273.5771   Ext. 11
www.oratoryprep.org

ONE BEVERLY ROAD, SUMMIT NJ 07901

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2006

3:00-5:00 pm

and

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2006

3:00-5:00 pm

Roman Catholic college preparatory day school
for boys in grades 7-12

100% College Placement

Middle States Accredited

Recent College Acceptances:
Cornell, Harvard, NYU, Boston College, Notre Dame

O P E N
HOUSE
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End of an era at Bergen Catholic
ORADELL — The longest

teaching tenure in Bergen Catholic
High School history recently
ended with the retirement of pop-
ular English teacher, guidance
counselor and basketball coach
Christopher J. Donfield.

“One of the most respected fac-
ulty members in school history, he
served in a variety of roles for 46
of the first 51 years of the school’s
existence. He has left an indelible
impression on not only the thou-
sands of students that he instructed
or coached, but also on the admin-
istrators and faculty members that
he worked side-by-side with for
almost one-half of a century,”
explained a spokesman.

“It is said that a teacher
touches eternity,” Bergen
Catholic Principal Dr. Joseph
S. Fusco noted. “In 46 years,

Chris has touched the eternity of
countless students. I have always
admired his ability to stay forever
young in his profession.”

Donfield grew up in Teaneck
and earned a full academic
scholarship to Fordham Prep in
The Bronx, a few years before
Bergen Catholic opened its doors
in Paramus. The school moved
to its current campus in Oradell
a year later. Donfield moved on
to Fordham University, where
he majored in English and
Accounting.

It was at Fordham Prep, how-
ever, that he received the inspira-
tion from a teacher to pursue a
career in teaching.

After spending a year work-
ing for an insurance company
after his graduation from college,
Donfield became aware of a job
opening at Bergen Catholic. His
interview with the school’s found-
ing principal, Brother Eugene D.
McKenna, C.F.C.

Donfield joined the faculty in
September, 1960 as a Latin and
English instructor. Two months
later, he took the court for the first
time as the head freshman basket-
ball coach, kicking off a spectacu-

lar 40-year coaching career that is
virtually unmatched in Bergen
County basketball history.

The Fordham University grad-
uate guided the freshman squad for
four seasons and the J.V. team for
two others over his first six years,
compiling an overall record of 90-
33. He served as a varsity assistant
for two of those seasons, and found
the time to coach the freshman
baseball team three seasons.

Donfield received his big break
in 1966, when legendary varsity
head coach John Mazziotta
stepped down.

Things did not start out as
smoothly as Donfield would have
liked that season as his team lost
its first three games. But the
Crusaders rebounded  to finish 13-
10. Donfield endured the only los-
ing season of his 40-year career
the following year (4-17), but he
would start a streak of 31 straight
winning seasons in 1968-69.

His “winning seasons” were
more than the “just-over-.500”
type. Coach Donfield’s teams pro-
duced a staggering total of 18 sea-
sons of 20-or-more wins, including
a run of eight consecutive years
from 1988 to 1995 and 16 such
accomplishments in a 21-year peri-
od from 1975 to 1995. His teams
won at least 15 games in 29 of his
34 seasons, and recorded 12-or-
more victories in all but his lone
losing season. All told, he com-
piled a Bergen County boys-record
648 wins in his 878-game career.

Starting in 1971, Coach
Donfield would lead his teams
to 30 straight Bergen County
Jamboree appearances, an un-
precedented feat. He coached in
the most games in Jamboree histo-
ry (81), and produced the most
wins (57), Championship-Game
appearances (13), and champi-
onships won (6). He did not win
his first Jamboree title until 1977,
but won five others in a nine-year
period from 1986 to 1994.

Donfield’s record was just as
impressive in the state tournament,
which his teams qualified for a
total of 33 times in 34 seasons. His
squads won a total of 45 state tour-
nament games and reached the
Parochial “A” North Champi-
onship Game 15 times (including
11 appearances in 14 seasons from
1983 to 1996), winning the Sec-
tional crown a total of seven times.
His teams would also win two
State Parochial “A” titles (1978
and 1994).

“His effect on students has
been immeasurable as he constant-
ly reorganized his priorities. The
respect he earned matched the
respect, care, and concern he
gave,” stressed Dr. Fusco.

Christopher J. Donfield

St. Joseph High School 
Brothers of the Sacred Heart 

CCoommee JJooiinn  OOuurr  SSuucccceessss      

St. Joseph High School is an independent, Catholic college preparatory school located in Metuchen, New Jersey. It bears 
the seal of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart, who have been active in American Education since 1847. The mission of the 

school is to develop the intellectual, enrich the spiritual, and build the physical well-being of each student.
  

Importantt Dates: 
     Open House-Sunday, OOctt 15th 11:30am-2pm
     Freshman for a Day: SSchooll Dayss Sepp thruu Dec
     Prep Course: SSaturdayy sessionss inn Octt 
     Admissions Test: SSaturday,, Novv 44 8am

  

Forr moree informationn visit our website, wwww.stjoes.orgg or call the Admissions Office at 732-549-76000 ext.. 221.
  

  Investt inn yourr son
          Investt inn ann excellentt education
                Investt inn St.. Josephh Highh School

  

1455 Plainfieldd Avenuee   Metuchen,, NJJ 088400   www.stjoes.orgg   

October 15, 2006
1pm - 3pm

Open House

SAINT PETER’S PREP
new Jersey’s Jesuit High school since 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302

201.434.4400 � WWW.SPPREP.ORG

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2006

2:00 - 4:00PM

Take a tour of our campus.  Talk with
faculty, students and parents. Receive
information regarding the admissions
process, transportation options, financial
aid, sports and co-curricular activities.

Join us at our fall Open House and
learn why we say, “It is not simply Prep
for four years.  It is Prep...for life.”
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SCHOOL DAYS—It was a sea of bright smiles at Blessed Pope John XXIII Academy, West Orange, as it opened the new school year with a special ribbon-cutting
ceremony on Sept. 6 to mark its launch as a co-sponsored school. Principal Lynda Wright, inset, welcomed students, parents, teachers and honored guests—a list
of dignitaries that included N.J. Sen. Richard Codey; Father Kevin Hanbury, archdiocesan vicar for education and superintendent of schools; Sister Patricia Butler,
associate superintendent of schools and elementary school administration; Father Joseph A. Petrillo, the pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish; and  Father Richard
G. Francesco, the pastor of St. Joseph Parish. The academy is a co-sponsorship alliance between the two West Orange parishes, representing one of the featured
new school models being developed in the archdiocese to address shifting demographic trends and financial challenges (see The Catholic Advocate, Aug. 23).
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No shortage of smiles as academy opens its doors

◆ Small class size (average under 24, no class more than 30)
◆ $12 million in capital and technology improvements in recent years
◆ Class of 2006 earned about $17 million in Scholarships/Grants
◆ 115 courses including 13 AP and 23 Honors level; new courses

including Astronomy, and Advanced Videography
◆ Class of 2006 will be attending such select Universities as Cornell, 

University of Pennsylvania, US Air Force Academy, Carnegie Mellon,
Purdue, Boston College, Drexel, Penn State, and many others

◆ About 1,800 applicants for the Class of 2010

Please visit us at our
OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 24, 2006

1 - 4 PM 
All also are invited to community Mass

at 10:00 AM followed by brunch

425 Paramus Road ◆ Paramus, NJ ◆ 07652
201.445.4466

www.paramuscatholic.org
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BACK TO THE BOOKS—Among those greeting the new school year on the first day back in the
classroom at St. Catherine of Siena School in Cedar Grove were, left to right, Kimberly Theobald,
Angela Speziale, Alexa Aveta, Julia Regan, Mairead Carney and Haley Bergin.

For more information and to RSVP email religion@cse.edu or call 973-290-4600.

Ron Heck, M.A. in Theology, ’04
Today Ron is President of RMH Consulting and a

leader in outreach work within his parish.

Visit www.cse.edu/religion

I DID IT.
School of Graduate and Continuing Studies

Where to go to get there.

YOU CAN TOO!

Ron Heck, M.A. in Theology, ’04
Today Ron is President of RMH Consulting and a

leader in outreach work within his parish.

I DID IT.
School of Graduate and Continuing Studies

Where to go to get there.

YOU CAN TOO!
Visit www.cse.edu/religion

2 Convent Road, Morristown, NJ 
www.cse.edu

2 Convent Road, Morristown, NJ 
www.cse.edu

Register Today!

OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, October 10 

Co-Educational Theology Options Available:
• M.A. Theology   
• B.A. Theology
• Graduate Certificate in Spirituality
• Additional Ministry Certificates Offered

FALL OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, October 10  • 6-8 p.m.– Saint Joseph Hall

�����
�����	

��	����

Back to School Discounts for 
College/University Students!
973-497-4200

For information  please call Mrs. Glenda Pinzon  
201-864-5557

www.ourladyoflibera.com

OUR LADY OF LIBERA SCHOOL
Since 1959

5800 Kennedy Boulevard • West New York, NJ 07093

Middle States Accredited
“Forming young men and

women of character, 
competence, and compassion”

Miss Ana Maria Castaneda, 
Principal

Pre-K to Grade 8
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Schools set open house dates

New principal at Visitation School

AREA—High schools throughout the Archdio-
cese of Newark have scheduled fall open house
programs.

Marist High School in Bayonne will hold its
open house Oct. 1 at 1 p.m. for parents and students
in grades five through eight.

The open house will provide the opportunity to see
the school’s college preparatory curriculum in action.
On display will be such programs as science experi-
ments, computer labs, advanced placement courses,
independent study and on-line learning. Visitors will
also be able to see the state-of-the-art library media
center now under construction.

Paramus Catholic High School has scheduled
its open house for sixth through eighth graders and

JERSEY CITY—Margaret Mary McDermott, a
veteran school administrator and educator, is the new
principal at Visitation School.

McDermott served in various administrative
positions in the Jersey City School District. She was
responsible for implementing and supervising vari-
ous programs to improve academic achievement.

She was educated at Academy of St. Aloysius,
College of Saint Elizabeth and Seton Hall University.

Saying she “values” her Catholic education
and is “proud’ to be principal, McDermott said
she is “looking forward to working with the fac-

ulty, staff, parents and students in continuing to
implement the high educational program existing
at Visitation.”

Also new to the staff is Joanne Ferrara who previ-
ously taught at Holy Rosary Academy. She will
instruct first graders.

On Sept. 20 staff, parents and the student body
will attend a Mass of the Holy Spirit concelebrat-
ed by Msgr. Charles Stengel and Father Michael
Santora, pastors of St. John the Baptist and Our
Lady of Mount Carmel parishes respectively, the
schools that comprise Visitation School.

their parents on Sept. 24 from 1 to 4 p.m. Mass and
a brunch at 10 a.m. will precede the formal program.

For additional information call the admissions
office at (201) 446-4466, ext. 104.

Oradell’s Bergen Catholic High School has an
open house planned for Sept. 24 from 1 to 3 p.m.
There will be continuous presentations and student
guided tours. Future open houses are slated for Oct.
26 and Jan. 24 both from 7 to 9 p.m. Students inter-
ested in becoming a Crusader for a Day are welcome
to visit classes daily. Call the admissions office at
(201) 634-4151 to schedule an appointment. 

St. Peter’s Preparatory School in Jersey City
will hold its fall open house Oct. 1 from 2 to 4 p.m.
Call (201) 547-6389 or visit www.spprep.org.

They made AHA their

F I R S T C H O I C E high school.

315 Hillside Avenue, Demarest, New Jersey 07627

telephone 201 768-7822 www.holyangels.org 

sponsored by the school s isters of notre dame

O P E N  H O U S E October 1, 2006 at noon

M I N I  O P E N  H O U S E November 6, 2006  7pm 

What do all these girls have in common?

Mount Saint Mary
Academy

• Grades 9-12
• Girls/College Prep
• 100% College Acceptance
• Varsity Sports
• Staffed by Sisters of Mercy
• Transportation Available

1645 U.S. Highway 22 at Terrill Rd.
Watchung, New Jersey 

(908) 757-0108
www.mountsaintmary.com

ENTRANCE TEST
Saturday, Nov. 4th

8:30 am

A Tradition of Excellence
in Education 

for Young Women

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 14th 
Presentation 1:30 pm

Afternoons at the Academy
Grades 6,7,8
4:00-5:30 pm
Call for details
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MORRISTOWN–The College
of Saint Elizabeth (CSE) late last
month welcomed nearly 600 new
students at both its Women’s
College and its School of Graduate
and Continuing Studies.

Nearly 200 first-year Women’s
College students turned out for
orientation. 

First-year students were kept

busy with a variety of activities
during the three-day orienta-
tion. Activities included helping
assemble 250 “Back to School”
kits for K-8 grade students
attending St. Rose of Lima
School in Newark as part of a
community service project. Kits
included basic school supplies
and a letter from CSE students

encouraging the youngsters to
stay in school.

“The first few weeks of college
can be an awfully frightening
experience,” said Sharon McNulty,
director of Counseling Services at
CSE. “Students find themselves
away from home for the first time,
with new people and new commu-
nities that can leave them feeling
either anxious or lonely. 

These activities help students
get to know their community as
well as one another,” she said. “It
is a way to let students know that
there are plenty of ways to get
involved, here at CSE.”

According to Katherine Buck,
dean of students at CSE, the theme
of orientation, “Dreams Under
Construction,” was selected to
reflect both the college experience
that incoming students are about to

embark on, as well as construction
of a new Fine and Performing Arts
Center, the Annunciation Center. 

Meanwhile, the School of
Graduate and Continuing Studies

First-year Women’s College student of Millburn receives a warm wel-
come from “Lizzy” the Eagle at the College of Saint Elizabeth.
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welcomed approximately 400
adult students. Overall, the School
has approximately 1,300 adult
students enrolled for the fall
2006 semester.

Nearly 600 students return to classroom at CSE

Sunday October 1st

1:00 PM SHARP

GO TO MARIST.

GO TO COLLEGE.

OPEN HOUSE

Daniel Hernadez ’06
Boston College
Major: Communications

Janelle Biamonte ’06
Brandeis University
Major: Pre-Medicine

1241 Kennedy Boulevard, Bayonne, NJ 07002
(201) 437-4544 www.marist.org

your world      your future      your choice      your school

Because it’s
your life

www.rosellecatholic.org 

A Catholic School in 

the Marist Tradition

Roselle Catholic High School, 350 Raritan Road, Roselle, NJ  07203

At Roselle Catholic, there’s a place 
for everyone. Find out for yourself 
at our 

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, September 28th 
7:00pm

See first-hand why a Roselle 
Catholic Education may be right 
for you. Participate in our 
Freshman For A Day Program, 
by contacting Brother Dan 
O’Riordan at 908.245.2350
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9/11 PRAYERS—Julia Scheuring and Kaeli McGowan, students at
Holy Family School in Norwood, were among the students who
gathered on Sept. 11 at a prayer service for the victims of the ter-
rorist attacks. Father Charles Urnick of Immaculate Conception
Parish, read the Gospel and delivered the homily reminding the
students that many people worldwide bonded together following
the attacks. He encouraged the young people to foster such loving
attitudes in their everyday lives. A moment of silence was
observed at 8:46 a.m. and 9:03 a.m.—the times each tower of the
World Trade Center was struck by the hijacked airliners.

Call out to prospective freshmen
to examine the curricular and co-
curricular programs, learn about
transportation and meet with the
administration, guidance mem-
bers and staff.

The school will hold a
Freshman for a Day program Nov.
1 from 9:15 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. To
register or request another day call
the Guidance Department. The
main number is (732) 382-1952.

its graduates going beyond the
secondary level. The open house
will provide the opportunity to
meet student and faculty along
with a look at the recently remod-
eled school building.

Mother Seton will have an
informal open house Sept. 27 from
7:30 to 9 p.m. for sixth through
eighth grade girls and their par-
ents. There will be tours, a chance

AREA—Open houses have
been scheduled at Saint Joseph
Regional High School in
Montvale, Elizabeth’s St. Mary
of the Assumption High School
and Mother Seton Regional High
School in Clark.

The open house at St. Joseph
High School is on Oct. 1 from
noon until 3 p.m. for prospective
seventh and eighth grade boys and
their parents. Students will provide
tours and there will be the oppor-
tunity to speak with faculty,
administrators and parents.

For additional information
and/or directions call (201)
391-3300.

Sept. 24 starting at 2 p.m. is
the open house at St. Mary’s.
Accessible by public transporta-
tion, the school features small
class size with some 90 percent of

• Class of 2006 awarded $5.6 million in col-
lege scholarships
• Upperclasswomen participate in prestigious
academic programs nationwide at Princeton,
Harvard, Johns Hopkins, and in Washington,
D.C., to name a few
• Multiple participants in the prestigious New
Jersey Governor’s Schools
• Our faculty includes Mr. Joseph Napoli, Teacher of the Year for the Non-
public Schools of the State of New Jersey, and Ms. Denise Scholz, 2006
Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Teacher Program participant
• Nationally recognized “Dominoes” choir recently performed at Carnegie
Hall, Lincoln Center and the United Nations
• “Blue Devils” sports teams hold multiple championship titles, including #1
Soccer, Swimming, Dance, and Track and Field titles 
• Annual educational tours of Europe

Invest in your daughter's future at

St. Dominic Academy
2572 Kennedy Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07304

www.stdominicacad.com

SDA - where opportunities abound
OPEN HOUSE

for 8th and 7th grade girls and their parents

SUNDAY, 9/24/06 - 1 - 3 P.M. TUESDAY, 9/26/06 - 6 - 8 P.M.
For more information, call Ms. Smith at (201) 434-5938 ext. 35 

or e-mail admissions@stdominicacad.com

Fall 2006
High School Information Nights

Presented by The Catholic High Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark

Just a Bunch of Regular Kids Who Happen to Be Anything But Average

6th, 7th & 8th Grade Students and Parents
Take this opportunity to meet and speak with Student

Representatives and Admissions Personnel from 
numerous Catholic High Schools

Over 30 Catholic High Schools 
represented!

September 19 & 26 
7:00 PM-9:00 PM 
Archdiocesan Center

171 Clifton Avenue, Newark

No pre-registration is required and 
siblings are welcome. 

Come and learn about the difference 
a Catholic High School education 

can make for you!

www.rcan.org/schools
Additional info:

(973) 497-4258

Benedictine Academy
840 North Broad Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908-352-0670 • Fax 908-352-9424

Open House Dates
Thursday, October 5 at 6:30 PM

Saturday, October 21 at 10:00 AM

Benedictine Academy

• All-female, college preparatory program, grades 9-12
• 100% college acceptance for past 10 years
• A sport for every season
• Scholarships and financial aid available
• Middle States Association accredited
• Committed faculty, family atmosphere
• Private education in the Benedictine tradition since 1915

Listen, Learn, Love and Lead at BA!

6th, 7th & 8th grade girls, join us for
SCIENCE FOR SUPERSTARS,

Saturday, October 14 (register by 10/2)
For information or to register, call Ms. Branco,

Office of Admissions, ext. 104



24 September 20, 2006Local News

WYCOFF — Father Phil Latronico, the chaplain for the
Community of Gods’ Love, will celebrate a Healing Mass Oct, 5 at
8:00 p.m. at the Church of St. Elizabeth located at 700 Wyckoff Ave. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be administered to
all who request it, and prayer teams will be available for individual
needs. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Additional information is available by calling the parish office
at (201) 891-1122.

Parish to host Healing Mass

Cuban parishioners at St. Augustine Parish, Union City, stand beside
a statue of Our Lady of Charity, the patron saint of Cuba. Pictured, left
to right, are Sergio Villegas, Elsy Garcia, Margarita Gutierrez, Fidel
Gonzalez and his wife Justa. Many Catholic Cuban expatriates in the
close-knit Hudson County community harbor bitter memories of the
Castro regime and pray for better days in their homeland. 

Kearny Center workshop to weigh
parish, young adult connections 

Contact Sister Loretta at (201)
998-0088, ext. 4147 for details.

In addition to plans for the
Oct. 2 workshop, the Youth
Retreat Center unveiled the
appointments of Tracey Vieira
(ext. 4153) as associate director
of retreats and spirituality, and
Rich Donovan (ext. 4155), spe-
cial events coordinator.

said the forum is geared for pas-
tors and clergy, parish youth
ministers, catechetical leaders,
adult faith formation leaders and
young adults.

The Oct. 2 workshop will run
from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
the center, located here at 499
Belgrove Dr. A $5 per person
admission fee will include lunch.

then-President Fulgencio Batista,
but I saw that Castro was taking a
different angle. He was a leader in
college, but I did not like his per-
sonality. I became a public defend-
er and fought for those who were
sanctioned by the government.”

Castro led the revolution that
overthrew Batista and seized
power in 1959.

Gonzalez was in Miami when
he heard the news of Castro’s oper-
ation, where there were celebra-
tions in the streets from the large
Cuban population. “I think it’s sig-
nificant that most of the people cel-
ebrating were young people who
feel ties to their Cuban heritage. I
believe this is the beginning of the
end of communism in Cuba. One
cannot keep the oppression for so
long. I pray for Castro in a different
way. I pray that the Lord receives
him with the same enthusiasm in
which we send him.”

As chair of the archdiocesan
New Energies Transition Project at
St. Augustine Parish and a
Eucharistic minister, Sergio
Villegas confessed he was placed
in jail in Cuba for 12 days after the
failed Bay of Pigs in invasion
1961—an incident that brought
considerable embarrassment to
the United States.

“I was very outspoken when
I was younger and made it
known that I was opposed to
communism,” Villegas said. “It
was a Christian brother at my col-
lege that said I should leave Cuba
and had connections for me to get
visa to Panama. It was my faith
that got me through those days.” 

Like Gonzalez, Villegas is also
praying for Castro in unique way.
“I pray for an extension on
Castro’s life to have him change
his mind and his heart.”

security. Because of what my fam-
ily has been through, I value my
own life and the fact that I can say,
believe and think what I want.”

Elsy Garcia’s parents were
practicing Catholics in Cuba and
she believes her family is nour-
ished by faith. Her reaction to
Castro’s transfer of power and
failing health is joyous because of
what it means to the older gener-
ation of Cubans. “I think it is a
psychological relief and closure
for a generation of Cubans. This
person has destroyed so many
lives and so many families and
will never be the same. The only
one that will judge Castro is God.
When he comes face to face with
Him, he will realize the damage
he has done.”

Like a great number of Cubans,
Fidel Gonzalez fled to Mexico and
moved to Miami in 1967. While
studying law in Cuba, he knew
Fidel Castro and aided in the revo-
lution. “We were both opposed to

me because they knew I was
Catholic,” she continued. “I was
in Mass once and the police came
into the church and searched the
altar and disrupted everything.”

Gutierrez was skeptical when
she first heard the news of
Castro’s failing health. “I thought
the announcement was a dress
rehearsal for when Castro actual-
ly dies. I believed the govern-
ment wanted to see how people
in Cuba and people outside of
Cuba would react. I think this
could be the opportunity for peo-
ple to be free. It is time for Castro
to stand before God and face
divine justice.”

Though her memories of Cuba
are minimal, Elsy Garcia, who left
Cuba at the age of seven, contin-
ues to nurture her Cuban heritage
and listen to the stories of her fam-
ily about their journey to America.
“My parents talk about their liber-
ties being taken away and their
loss of religious expression and

“There is now more freedom to
be Catholic now than when I visit-
ed three years ago, ” Garcia
explained. “There are CCD les-
sons in every parish and the
Church is growing so fast. It is not
the same kind of repression as in
the past and, after John Paul II vis-
ited, there is an openness to say
you are Catholic.”

Here in this corner of Hudson
County, where many Cubans
have settled over the years, there
was no shortage of opinions from
Catholics on Castro and the
unfolding situation in their home-
land—one of the last vestiges of
Cold War communism.

Even though being Catholic
does not inflict the same contempt
by the Cuban government as in the
past, memories of being ostracized
still haunt many Cuban expatriates.

Margarita Gutierrez was raised
in Cuba and has lived in the
United States for 20 years. “Most
people don’t know the sad reality of
what goes on in Cuba,” Gutierrez
said. “Although I went to college,
most Catholics were not allowed to
go. If you were accepted in, you
were not allowed to study medi-
cine or any other field in which
you interacted with people.

“When I was younger, the
police officers would tell young
delinquents to throw stones at

appears on screen and reads a
proclamation—a letter from
Castro saying he will temporarily
pass authority to his brother Raul.
It was read calmly and objectively
and there were no comments made
and no questions asked. Then the
soap opera resumed and that was
it. We all thought Castro was
dead,” Garcia recalled.

Cuba’s two newspapers later
printed front-page stories that,
according to Garcia, praised Raul
Castro. “The articles said he was
‘very brave during the revolution’
and said he was ‘very important to
the Communist Party.’ The news-
papers were preparing people for
Raul’s leadership, but Raul is not a
leader,” she said.

Most Cubans say Raul Castro
does not have the same charisma
as Fidel. “When Castro dies,
there will be friction between
Raul and the new generation (of
leaders),” she said.

Cuba, according to the dictates
of Castro, is a “secular” country
and practicing any religion is
frowned upon. In the past, Castro
deemed the country “atheist” and
Catholics were actively persecuted.
However, since Pope John Paul II’s
historic visit to Cuba in January
1998, restrictions on practicing
Catholicism have been loosened.

KEARNY—The Archdioce-
san Youth Retreat Center will
sponsor a workshop on Monday,
Oct. 2, titled: “Preparing a
Place; Becoming a Young-Adult
Responsive Parish.”

Organized by the Office for
Youth and Young Adult Ministries
and Plainfield-based RENEW
International, the workshop will
focus on ways to engage young
adults in parish activities through
leadership roles, greater participa-
tion in the liturgy and a deeper
commitment to Church service.

Sister Loretta DeDomenicis,
F.M.A, director of young adult
ministry at the Kearny center,

BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

Continued from page 1

Castro and Cuba
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Holy Family Academy
Educating Women of Vision since 1925

Young Women in 6th, 7th and 8th grades 
and their families are invited to attend our

OPEN HOUSE
September 24th   12:00 PM to 2:00 PM
September 25th  6:30 PM to 8:00 PM

Holy Family Academy
239 Avenue A, Bayonne, NJ 07002

www.hfa.bayonne.net

Meet faculty and students, learn about our exciting 
programs, and tour our facility.  HFA educates 

Women of Vision who are learners and leaders
for a lifetime.  For admissions and other information 

call HFA at 201-339-7341 or 201-436-9144.



September 20, 2006 25Local News

Grandparents
to be honored

LATIN RITE—Saint
Anthony of Padua Chapel,

West Orange, celebrated
the sacrament of

Confirmation according to
the traditional pre-Vatican II

Latin rite, on Sept. 16.
Father Anthony Forte, pic-
tured at the chapel altar, is

the pastor of Saint Anthony.
Most Reverend John W.

Flesey, auxiliary bishop of
the Archdiocese of Newark,

served as the main cele-
brant. This marked the first

time in 35 years that the
sacrament was celebrated
in the traditional Latin rite

within the archdiocese. Two
years ago Archbishop John

J. Myers designated the
chapel as a site for the cel-

ebration of the Mass and
the sacraments according

to the traditional pre-
Vatican II Latin rite. Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

JERSEY CITY—Grandparents
Day, founded to champion the
cause of lonely elderly residing in
nursing homes and to encourage
children to learn from the wisdom
and heritage of their grandparents,
will be held Sept. 24 by the
Cusack Care Center at St. Joseph’s
Home for the Blind.

The brunch, beginning at noon,
will be held at Liberty House
Restaurant in Liberty State Park .

Hosted by the Center’s
Grateful Families Committee, the
brunch will honor Grandparents
of the Year, Anthony & Grace
Gargiulo who have been married
54 years.

For further information or to
purchase tickets to the brunch call
Susan Sims, Director of Develop-
ment at (201) 653-8300 x 2161 

‘Legislative Dialogue’ forum
to gather in Clark Oct. 18

CLARK—Archbishop John J. Myers will host an “Evening
of Legislative Dialogue” on Wednesday, Oct. 18, 7:30 p.m., at
Mother Seton Regional High School, 1 Valley Rd.

The event is designed to address legislative issues and con-
cerns for the archdiocesan Catholic community. Presentations
will be made in the areas of social concerns, education issues,
and respect for life issues. Attending legislators will have the
opportunity to give a response to each of the presentations.

Audience members will be invited to meet and greet the
attending legislators over refreshments immediately following
the conclusion of the formal program.

Contact Mary McElroy, the director of the N.J. Alliance of
Catholic School Families at (973) 596-4046, or Kay Furlani, the
archdiocesan director of the office of Human Concerns, at (973)
497-4341 for more information.

XXAAVVIIEERR  CCEENNTTEERR
OOCCTTOOBBEERR  22000066  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS

OCTOBER 5, 7-8:30 pm
THURSDAY CONVERSATIONS: IMMIGRATION ISSUES

Sr. Maria Goetschalckx, SC

OCTOBER 11, 9:30 am-1:30 pm
WEDNESDAYS FOR WOMEN: MARY: SAYING YES TO

GOD’S WORD, Sr. Judy Mertz, SC

OCTOBER 11, 6:30-8:00 pm
EXPERIENCE OF PRAYER: USING A JOURNAL

Sr. Barbara Garland, SC

OCTOBER 14, 9:30 am-3:30 pm
THE LABYRINTH: SACRED PATTERN, SACRED PATH

Sr. Josita Marks, SCC

OCTOBER 18, 9:30 am-12:30 pm
PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS THROUGH THE

MINISTRY OF TECHNOLOGY, Joe Cece

OCTOBER 25, 6:30-8:00 pm
EXPERIENCE OF PRAYER: USING SCRIPTURE STORIES

Sr. Mary Morley, SC

For more information visit
www.xaviercenter.org or contact us at

PO Box 211, Convent Station, NJ 07961 
973-290-5100 or xaviercenter@scnj.org

XXAAVVIIEERR  CCEENNTTEERR

regarding costs, pre-planning savings & available facilities at the
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, without any obligation on my part.

I would like more information... 

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE PARISH

• Three fully heated and air-conditioned floors that include a 3rd floor
skylight atrium & 1st floor courtyard.

• Church of the Madonna offers an 11 o’clock Special Remembrance
Mass on the last Sunday of each month for all departed loved ones.
• Indoor chapel, elegant statues, eternal candles, cremation niche

and other special attributes.

For information, a free personal planner, or to set up an appointment
without any obligation...CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-392-1951
Visit us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org

Or fill out the information below and send to;
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, 2070 Hoefley’s Lane,

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

Madonna Chapel is a distinctively Catholic
mausoleum of unsurpassed beauty and serenity on the
grounds of a landmark stone church.  The timeless
construction of granite and marble with magnificent
stained glass windows inspires devotion in an
immaculately maintained indoor setting that allows for
visitation regardless of weather conditions. 

Madonna Chapel
Mausoleum

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
“Baby Karen” was saved from 

abortion and born on 6-16-06. We strug-
gle to keep our prolife shelters open to
provide a choice for over 200 pregnant
women who call our hotline monthly.
Your contributions can help save many
of God’s innocent preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

For further information contact:

Several Sources Foundation
P.O. Box 157

Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277

Visit our websites:
www.severalsourcesfd.org
www.thechoicegame.org

www.chastitycall.org
All contributions are tax deductible.

JESUS IS LORD
“When you pray and ask for something, believe that you have received it
and you will be given whatever you ask for and when you stand and pray,

forgive anything you may have against anyone so that your Father in
Heaven will forgive the wrong you have done.”        (Mk; 11)

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE HEALING POWER OF JESUS!
Reconcilliation, Rosary, Sacred Heart Novena 

& Benediction starts at 7:00 pm.
Healing Mass 8:00 pm, October 6th, 2006.

REV. PAUL A. CANNARIATO
Church of St. Mary

20 Legion Place — Closter, NJ
call John Powers @ 201-768-6388

Recommended by 
G. Armaini, Hummel/Gobel, Austin Galleries

Serving the Archdiocese of Newark
Est. 1995 • Free Estimates

By appointment only

Restore and Repair 
Church and Home Religious 

Statuary
All statuette

Collectables • Wall hangings
Lamps • Religious articles

Rosaries • Antiques • Plaster
Porcelain • Pottery

Certified Mosaic Restorations
We now fix Swarovski Crystal

figurines!

Restorations by Patricia
(973) 235-0234
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Health forum 
for women
slated Oct. 7

AT THE READY—Holy Name Hospital, Teaneck, has established an
emergency basic life support (BLS) ambulance service to provide need-
ed backup emergency medical services to surrounding communities.
BLS is a source of mutual aid to Englewood Cliffs on a contracted
basis and is available to assist other towns on a mutual aid basis.
Two units run weekdays from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Each unit is staffed
with two state certified EMTs employed by the hospital. 
Holy Name Hospital’s First Care BLS Community Ambulance
Service is designed to reduce morbidity and mortality arising from
pre-hospital illnesses and injuries. 
When available and requested by a municipality’s usual emergency
BLS ambulance service dispatch mechanism, Holy Name Hospital
will provide medically necessary emergency BLS ambulance service,
when a municipality’s primary EMS responder is unavailable. Patients
are transported to local hospitals within Bergen County. 
For more information call Steven Cicala at (201) 541-6320.

N E WA R K — C a t h e d r a l
Healthcare System, in partnership
with Mount Sinai School of
Medicine, will host Women’s
Health Advocacy, designed to
raise awareness about breast can-
cer and other women’s health
issues, Oct. 7 from 10:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at the Savoy Grill restau-
rant, 60 Park Pl.

The free event will feature a
panel of expert speakers and a
question-and-answer session.

M. Michelle Blackwood, M.D.,
F.A.C.S., medical director of The
Connie Dwyer Breast Center at
Saint Michael’s Medical Center,
and Lois Greene, R.N., adminis-
trative director of the Cathedral
Regional Cancer Center, will join
Andrea Forman, MS, C.G.C., a
Certified Genetic Counselor at
Mount Sinai School of Medicine,
and Hayley S. Thompson, Ph.D.,
of the Program for Cancer
Prevention and Control at Mount
Sinai School of Medicine, to speak
about breast cancer statistics,
research and treatment.

Discussion will focus, in part,
on clinical trials and the vital role
they play in testing the efficacy of
potentially life-saving treatments.
They will also address gender and
racial inequalities in today’s
healthcare system.

All those interested in learning
about women’s health issues are
encouraged to attend. Seating is
limited, and reservations should
be made before Oct. 2 by calling
(973) 877-5099, or by e-mail, at
loisg@cathedralhealth.org.

First Class Elegance at Affordable Prices

Mill Gardens AT MIDLAND PARK

36 Faner Road, Midland Park
201-493-7400

www.millgardens.com

Spacious Studios and 
One-Bedroom Apartments

Safe, Residential Setting

No Initial Move-In Fee

24 Hour Care Staff

Three Gourmet Meals Daily

Sunday Morning Trip 
to R.C. Church

✦

✦

✦ ✦

✦

✦

CELEBRATING 5 YEARS

Healthcare Angels
offers reliable, qualitative and
Professional Caregiving.
Homemaker/Home Health Aide
services and Private Duty
Nursing services available
under the Supervision of a
Registered Nurse. 
24 hrs./7 days a week
NJ State licensed, bonded &
insured.

Visit us at: www.healthcareangels.org

973-743-4200
973-743-4220 Fax

Home Health Aide
training available.

685941

Toll Free in NJ
888-845-LIFT (5438)

732-240-0446
www.abbylifts.com 

Credit Cards Accepted
JACC/CAP Provider

Ask about our

rental program

for Stair lifts

and Ramps

Stair Lifts • Wheelchair Lifts • Scooter Lifts • Ramps

Visit us at the Abilities Expo
Raritan Center, Edison NJ

April 21st–23rd
Booth #411

Check out our new stair lift with child seat

• Stair Lifts-Indoor/Outdoor, Straight or Curved
• Modular Ramp Systems
• Wheelchair Lifts
• Portable Folding Ramps
• Bathtub Lifts
• Rentals Available for Stair Lifts and Ramps

$50.00 off any product
of $2,000 or more.

Elder Law - Estate Planning
“ You Spent A Lifetime Working & Saving -

I Think Your Assets Belong To You!”
• Asset Protection • Guardianship • Disability Law • Medicaid Eligibility 

• Financing Nursing Home Costs • Home Visits Available • Wills • Trusts • Probate

BEBENJNJAMIN ECKMANAMIN ECKMAN
Member National Academy Elder Law Attorneys

1896 MORRIS AVENUE •  UNION
9 0 8 - 2 0 6 - 1 0 0 0

73 MOUNTAIN VIEW BLVD •  WAYNE
9 7 3 - 7 0 9 - 0 9 0 9

366 KINDERKAMACK RD • WESTWOOD
2 0 1 - 2 6 3 - 9 1 6 1

When Mom or Dad need extended care
St. Ann’s Home, through the ministry 

of health care with compassion and 
dignity, assures quality of life wherein 

all are encouraged to reach their
maximum potential. This is achieved 
through mutual respect, teamwork, 

and community involvement.

...Sponsored by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Peace...

Please call

SAINT ANN’S HOME
198 Old Bergen Road

Jersey City, New Jersey 07305
(201) 433-0950 • Fax (201) 433-6554

www.saintannshome.com



September 20, 2006 27Health & Senior News

Seminar to explore health impact
on child’s classroom performance

Gennesaret Weekend planned

Senior events
open to public

A L L E N D A L E — T h e
Atrium, an independent living
residence at the Allendale
Community for Mature Living,
has several special programs
open to the public.

At 3:30 p.m., on Sept. 27
there will be an apple picking
festival and raffle.

On Oct. 16-17 an AARP
driving course will be offered
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cost
is $10. Call (201) 818-7978,
ext, 7982 to make a reservation.

ELIZABETH—Research in children’s mental
health shows that a variety of factors can make it dif-
ficult for children to adapt to the classroom setting as
early as pre-school age. Research also shows that
through early intervention, childhood disorders can
be addressed and the prognosis improved.  

Trinitas Hospital, in partnership with Community
Coordinated Child Care of Union County, will host a
free program Oct. 5, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., in Grassman
Hall at the New Point campus, 655 East Jersey St.

“Early Childhood Issues and Their Impact on
School Performance” is designed as an educational
program for Early Childhood professionals such as
preschool and day care teachers, social workers,
nurses and pediatricians.

Other individuals who work with this population
are also invited to attend.

“By helping early childhood professionals distin-
guish between disruptive behaviors such as age-
appropriate acting-out behaviors to more severe situ-

ations that may need clinical attention, chances are
improved for children to experience greater success
in school,” notes Dinorah Frontera, Psy.D., director
of the Therapeutic Nursery.  

In addition to Dr. Frontera, other staff members of
the Behavioral Health and Psychiatry Department,
including Amy Borg-Glickman, MD, Kristin Briggs,
EdD, and Fawn McNeil-Haber, PhD, are also sched-
uled to speak at the seminar.  

Topics include: Behavior Management in the
Classroom, Treatment Options and the Uses of
Psychotropic Medications in the Preschool
Population, The Impact Of Sexual Abuse, and
Cultural Competency for Early Childhood
Professionals. An overview of psychiatric diagnoses
that can occur in this age group and how such diag-
noses can impact behavior will also be discussed. 

Pre-registration is required since space is limited.
For further information and to pre-register contact
Kelly Baker at (908) 994-7452 by Sept 29.

PRINCETON—Applications
are being accepted for an Oct. 20-
22 Gennesaret Weekend for the
seriously ill at the Vincentian
Renewal Center.

Gennesaret provides for the
spiritual and physical needs of par-
ticipants. Staff members include a
spiritual director and medical team.
There is no charge for the retreat.

This Fall is the 30th Gennesaret
Retreat to be held in New Jersey. 

Much of the planning centers
on the physical well being of
retreatants. That planning includes
preliminary consultation by the
medical staff. The weekend sched-
ule includes time for rest, reflec-
tion, daily Mass, availability of the
Sacrament of the Sick and talks by
retreat spiritual directors.

For additional information or
to apply for the retreat call Hilare
Reinold at (732) 566-7237.

Always There Home
Health Care

Wouldn’t you agree? There really is 
“No Place Like Home”

“Assisted Living In Your Home”
Medicaid Approved
JCAHO Accredited

24-Hours 7/Days a Week
…Serving…

Passaic County/Bergen County/
Morris County/Essex County/
Hudson County/Union County

Since 1987

…Home Health Care…
Supports your independence!
Provides a sense of security!

Keeps you in familiar surroundings!

All Certified Home Health aides are
supervised By A Registered Nurse

191 Main Street 
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601

201-287-0400
Lic. HPO244400

SCREENED • BONDED • INSURED • LICENSED

AT HOME CARE
LIVE-IN • LIVE-OUT • FULL TIME • PART TIME

ENJOY THE COMFORT
OF YOUR OWN HOME
“Thanks to Seniors At Home 
and  their excellent caregivers 
my mother was able to stay at home.”

Skippy W., New Vernon, NJ

• Meal Preparation
• Lt. Housekeeping
• Transportation
• Shopping
• Medication Reminders
• Laundry & much more

“Our son has 
always cared for 
us– now let him 
care for you.”

Richard Blecker
Senior Administrator

Member: National Association of Professional Geriatric Care Managers
908-964-6700 • Toll Free 866-703-CARE

the

525 Monmouth Street, Jersey City, New Jersey 07302

For directions or to receive our brochure please call

201-716-8000 or 201-653-8800
Hamilton Park

The Hamilton Park campus has
been providing care to the Hudson
County community since 1989.
The Health center has been custom
designed to fulfill the needs and 
wishes of those who share our 
values and our love of life. Our
complete continuum of care 
provides the following on-site 
services.

Hamilton Park Health Care
Center – 24 hour skilled nursing
care for those with more advanced
health care needs.

Sub-Acute Care – for patients
in need of continuing care 
following a hospital stay, providing
intensive medical and 
rehabilitation services.

The Atrium at Hamilton Park
– an assisted living residence with
spacious private suites fully equipped
with private bath and kitchenette,
glass enclosed atrium dining room,
out-door terraces and a full range
of personal and medical services.

Bridges – A Memory Care Unit
– provides a safe and secure home
for residents with Alzheimer’s
Disease and other forms of 
memory impairment.

The Wellness Center –  
dedicated to working with people of
every age to regain and maintain
their optimum health, offering 
out-patient physical, occupational
and speech therapies and wound 
management.

The Dialysis Center at
Hamilton Park – a 9-station, state
of the art center providing renal
dialysis on an in-patient and 
out-patient basis.

of 
everything

under
one roof

200  Execut ive  Dr ive • Ste  100 • West Orange, NJ 07052

LL.M in Taxation

973-239-9595
•Medicaid Planning & Applications

•Asset Preservation through Estate Planning
& Elder/Disability Law Planning
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
Cathedral Music Office seeks
individual to serve as reception-
ist, secretary and staff support.
Answer phones. Sends emails/
faxes/ correspondence. Keeps
records/books. Assists with
maintaining budget, personnel
records, databases, other tasks
as needed. Skills: Basic under-
standing of music notation/litur-
gy, typing, communication (writ-
ten/oral), confidentiality. Micro-
soft Word, basic desktop pub-
lishing/MAC. Prior experience
needed. Spanish a plus. Send
resume: Human Resources
email f loresra@rcan.org, 
fax 973-497-4103.

Advertise  your

business or service 

(973) 497-4203

Place a Novena

Only $40
Prepayment required.

Check, Visa,

MasterCard.

Call: Ramona

(973) 497-4203 

CHARGE
Your Classified

Ad NOW!

PHONE 
(973) 497-4203 
ASK FOR MONA
FAX (973) 497-4192Looking to fill a position! Advertise

in our Help Wanted and reach
85,000 households throughout
Bergen, Hudson, Essex and Union .

Low rates starting at
$40.25 per issue.

NEWBORN BABY WANTED
Loving, financially secure, mar-
ried couple longing to adopt a
newborn to love/nurture through
private adoption. All medical
expenses paid. Call Donna/Mark
1-800-981-4641.

ADOPTION

SERVICES OFFERED

GIFTS

NOVENAS

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED

WANTED MAHOGHANY
FURNITURE-Dining rooms, bed-
rooms, breakfronts, secretaries.
One piece or complete contents.
Call Bill (973) 586-4804.

WANTED TO BUY

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Care Alternatives Hospice is recruiting volunteers to work with our
patients and their families in home settings and nursing home facili-
ties. Volunteers receive training within hospice and support of the
hospice staff. We also offer volunteer opportunities for administrative
assistance with phone calls and various other clerical tasks within
our office settings. For more information about classes and volunteer
opportunities, please contact our volunteer department at (866) 821-
1212 ext. 2674 or 2978. Help us to make a difference in the lives of
others. Volunteer today!

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
Programs Coordinator, Part Time

Vocations Office seeking individual to act as coordinator to work with
schools/parishes/youth groups. Knowledge of Word/Excel.
Communication/organization/multi-tasking skills and bi-lingual
(Eng/Span) required. Send resume with cover to floresra@rcan.org or
fax (973) 497-4103.

NEED $$ FOR COLLEGE 
EDUCATION, RETIREMENT, LIFESTYLE?

Join the team uses the power of the internet to profit as the economy
transitions to online buying. Develop an additional source of income
using our team approach–An apprenticeship program is in place for
you to maximize your ability to succeed. 1-866-821-0247 
www.scottnetwork.biz • we will contact you for an interview.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

PRO-LIFE OPENINGS-
The Several Sources Fd., our
non-profit, non-sectarian shelters
for pregnant women are in need
of kind, compassionate individu-
als to fill the following openings:
LIVE-IN ASSISTANT HOUSE-
MOTHER, $13,500-$16,500/yr.–
w/3 wks. vacation/yr. Driver’s
license required. To receive a
specific job description please
call K. Wrona (201) 818-9334. McAULEY

Religious Gift Shop

at Mount St. Mary’s (across from Sears)

Rosaries • Statues • Gifts
Catholic Medals • Cards • Music

Books • Bibles

(908) 754-2793
Monday - Friday: 10 a.m. - 5p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

1633 Rt. 22 and Terrill Road
Plainfield, NJ 07060

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of 
all who invoke your special 
patronage in time of need, to you I
have recourse from the depth of
my heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power
to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent peti-
tion (make request). In return I
promise to make your name
known and cause you to be
invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and Glorias. St.
Jude, pray for us all  who invoke
your aid. Amen. This Novena must
be said  for 9 consecutive days.
Thank you for  answering my
prayer.                  L.M.S.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossi-
ble. Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine
days with a lighted candle.
Published the ninth day “May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests
will be granted no matter how
impossible they seem. Publication 
must be promised. G.W.F.

SELL TODAY! We can buy your
house at full price “as is”–close
when you want. Call 24 hr.
recorded message. No equity
OK! 800-749-9416.                       

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossi-
ble. Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine
days with a lighted candle.
Published the ninth day “May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests
will be granted no matter how
impossible they seem. Publication
must be promised. R.M.C.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossi-
ble. Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine
days with a lighted candle.
Published the ninth day “May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests
will be granted no matter how
impossible they seem. Publication
must be promised. K.C.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity. Oh, Star
of the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
secure me in my necessity (make
request). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place
this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. Novena is published in grati-
tude. Thank you.                       A.F.

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the world
now and forever. Sacred Heart of
Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Amen. Say this prayer
nine times a day for nine days.
Published in gratitude. Thank
you, St. Jude.                       G.F.P.

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the world
now and forever. Sacred Heart of
Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Amen. Say this prayer
nine times a day for nine days.
Published in gratitude. Thank
you, St. Jude.                        A.F.

Prayer To The 
Blessed Virgin MARY

(Never known to fail).
Oh most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to suc-
cor me in this necessity. There are
none that can withstand your power.
Oh, show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee. Holy Mother, I place this
cause in your hands (3X).Holy Spirit
you who solve all problems, light all
roads so that I can attain my goal.
You who gave me the divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil against me
and that in all instances in my life
you are with me. I want in this short
prayer to thank you for things as you
confirm once again that I never want
to be separated from you in eternal
glory. Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine. The person
must say this prayer 3 consecutive
days. After 3 days, the request will
be granted. This prayer must be
published after the favor is granted.

P.A.P.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

(Never known to fail).
Oh most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to suc-
cor me in this necessity. There are
none that can withstand your power.
Oh, show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee. Holy Mother, I place this
cause in your hands (3X).Holy Spirit
you who solve all problems, light all
roads so that I can attain my goal.
You who gave me the divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil against me
and that in all instances in my life
you are with me. I want in this short
prayer to thank you for things as you
confirm once again that I never want
to be separated from you in eternal
glory. Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine. The person
must say this prayer 3 consecutive
days. After 3 days, the request will
be granted. This prayer must be
published after the favor is granted.

J.P.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity. Oh, Star
of the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
secure me in my necessity (make
request). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place
this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. Novena is published in grati-
tude. Thank you
.                                      R.M.C.

To place a novena

Call Ramona at

(973) 497-4203

To Place an Ad

Call Ramona (973) 497-4203

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossi-
ble. Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine
days with a lighted candle.
Published the ninth day “May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests
will be granted no matter how
impossible they seem. Publication
must be promised. C.S.

For less than 5¢ per day, you can...

YOUR INFORMATION RECIEPIENT INFORMATION

Name:___________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________

City______________________________ State:_____ Zip:__________

Phone (________) _________________________________________
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The Church of
St. Aloysius, Newark 

is grateful to
Rev. Paulo Frade

for all of his  dedication 
to the faith.

Sr. Philomena Mc Cartney
your  Church of 

St. Benedict
Newark

Assures you of our prayerful 
support in your ministry

The parish of St. Bernard of Clairvaux and
St. Stanislaus Kostka

Plainfield
expresses its humble thanks to 

Beverly Cirino-Pastoral Associate 
&

Patricia Cook-Coordinator of 
Religious Education

St. Casimir
Newark

applauds
Maria Murano
We are grateful for your generous 

service to God’s people.

Regina
Sammon
May God bless

you abundantly
in your

Catechetical
ministry

St. Cassian
Upper Montclair

The Parish Community of
St. Columba

Newark

Anna Rivera
We joyously celebrate your dedication and service 

FFrraanncciiss
FFiittzzggeerraalldd

In grateful 
appreciation 

to you and the 
catechists of the

Religious
Education Program

we thank you...

St. Francis
Hoboken

The Church of
SStt..  FFrraanncciiss  XXaavviieerr

Newark
wishes to thank

SSrr..  CCllaarree  RRiicccciiaarrddeellllii
for her 

dedication to the faith.

St. James Church
Newark

wishes to thank
Paulo Sociedade & 

Sr. Hilaria de Oliveira
for their 

dedication to the faith.

The parish family of 
St. John the Evangelist

Bergenfield
offers its prayers and

good wishes to 
Ms. Paula Andrade

May His grace guide you
in your work!

SStt..  JJoohhnn  tthhee  AAppoossttllee  
Linden 

applauds 
AAmmyy  GGiigglliioo

We are grateful for your generous
service to God’s people.

St. Leo Church
Irvington

offers its heartfelt appreciation to

Sr. Regina Maraizu, DRE
May the Holy Spirit continue to guide you 

in all that you do.

Our best wishes  
to Sr. Francis Marie 

as we celebrate Catechetical Sunday.
May God continue to bestow 

His blessings upon us all!

St. Lucy Church
Newark

Theresa Mikajlo
It’s our great privilege to recognize you for

your service on Catechetical Sunday–
and everyday!

St. Mary, Rahway

SSrr..  RRiittaa
KKeeaarrnneeyy
We thank you

for your untiring
dedication to the

Religious Education
Program

St. Stephen
Kearny



The Parish
family of

Christ the King
Hillside

Extends a warm
Thank You to 

GGlloorriiaa  JJ..  FFeerrrroo

May your ministry 
be blessed!

The 
Church of the Epiphany

Cliffside Park
extends happy congratulations to

Ms. Donna Murtagh

for her years of service to God’s people.

The Church of Sacred Heart,
Newark-Vailsburg

expresses its humble thanks to
Delores Thompson

Director of Faith Formation

We offer prayers and blessings for

RRoossee  MMeelliilllloo
this Catechetical Sunday and everyday

The Parish Family of
Holy Family

Linden

Diana R. Kelly
May the Holy Spirit continue 

to guide you  in all you do.

Immaculate Conception,
Elizabeth

Our Lady of Fatima
Newark

warmly salutes
Mary Jo Branco

May God bless you as you
shepherd us

Regina
Oliveira
Your church, 

Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel,

Newark 
wishes you the best

of all things blessed. 

Our Lady of Fatima, Elizabeth
offers its heartfelt appreciation to

Pedro da Costa

We are grateful to God for ...

Deacon Orlando Sanchez

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary/
St. Michael
Elizabeth

Sharon Massey
It’s our great privilege to recognize you for

your service on Catechetical Sunday–
and everyday!

Queen of Angels
Newark

The Parish family of St. Aloysius, Caldwell
wishes to congratulate

Edward Karpinski
on Catechetical Sunday for all of his good work

The Church 
of St. Anne
Garwood

Wishes to
Thank

Diane Phillips

May God 
continue to 
Bless you!

In this issue The Catholic Advocate
continues its salute to the Catechists
and the work they do for the faithful

of the Archdiocese of Newark.

GGoodd  bblleessss  tthheemm..

Thank You!
Lynda Furey, 

Jacquline Karmol, Ellen Collette,
Kathleen Williamson, D.R.E.

The faithful of the

St. Michael Parish
Cranford

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Newark

Congratulates

SSrr..  MMaarriiaa  LLuuiissaa  QQuuiilleess
on Catechetical Sunday.

May His Grace guide you!



If you’re facing uterine fibroids, spine fractures or even cancer, we offer non-surgical treatment options you should
know about. The Interventional Institute at Holy Name Hospital, under the direction of John Rundback, MD, an
international leader in the field, is using revolutionary technology to shrink fibroids, cement spine
fractures and eliminate varicose veins. We’re also offering hope to those living with inoperable cancers. All without
surgery. So there’s less risk, less pain, a faster recovery and better quality of life.

To learn more or make an appointment with the Interventional Institute, call 201-833-3310.

Your health. First. • www.holyname.org • 718 Teaneck Road • Teaneck, NJ 07666

another
“Facing surgery?

option.”
You may have

JOHN RUNDBACK, MD
INTERVENTIONAL RADIOLOGIST



Venerate The Heart of
Saint John Vianney
Patron Saint of Parish Priests.
You Are Invited to Take Part in
This Unique Spiritual Event.

In 1925, Pope Pius XI canonized Jean-Marie Baptiste Vianney as the Patron Saint of

Parish Priests, and Pope John XXIII proclaimed him to be a role model for all priests to

emulate. Now, for the first time since his canonization into sainthood, the miraculously

incorrupt heart of the Saint will leave France for veneration at Curé of Ars Church in

Merrick, Long Island.

Reflect on the Good Works
In these difficult times, all Catholics are invited to venerate this sacred relic. Let us reflect

on the life of Saint John Vianney, the gift of the priesthood, and the good works priests

perform everyday throughout the world. Most importantly, let us remember that the

Eucharist, the heart of Catholicism, is received through the sacred hands of the priest.

Five Sacred Days of Veneration and Celebration
From the presentation of the sacred relic on Saturday, October 7, to its departure on the

evening of October 11, there will be celebrations of Masses, Vespers, Confessions, and

Veneration of the relic. Special days will be set aside for Curé of Ars parishioners,
the clergy, religious, and all the faithful. Read below for dates and times or visit
www.TheCatholicHeart.org.

October 7, 10 & 11, 2006
At Curé of Ars Church, Merrick, Long Island

The “Incorrupt” heart of
Saint John Vianney.

The Saint’s own Chalice
will be used in the
celebration of all Masses.

The Church of the
Curé D' Ars, France, where
Saint John Vianney served.

www.TheCatholicHeart.org

Curé of Ars Church is located at: 2323 Merrick Avenue, Merrick, NY 11566

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11

Sunday, October 8, Curé of Ars Parishioners Only.

Monday, October 9, Clergy, Religious and

Seminarians Only.

10:30am - 2:00pm Veneration and confessions

5:00pm - 6:00pm Holy Mass

6:00pm - 10:00pm Veneration and confessions

10:30am - 12:00pm Veneration and confessions

12:30pm Holy Mass

2:00pm - 7:30pm Veneration and confessions

7:30pm Vespers

8:30pm - 10:00pm Veneration and confessions

10:30am - 1:30pm Veneration and confessions

1:30pm - 2:30pm Closing Holy Mass


