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Fortified by faith, Filipinos
weave their way into tapestry

Francisco and Yolanda Ramirez, married for 38 years, at their home in
Bloomfield. Emigrating from the Philippines in 1970 and 1972 respec-
tively, the former Jersey City residents faithfully attend the Filipino Mass.

NEWARK—Pro-life support-
ers from throughout the
Archdiocese of Newark, including
many young people, braved win-
ter’s cold on Jan. 22 to join thou-
sands of anti-abortion protestors at
the 34th annual March for Life in
Washington, D.C.

As chairman of the arch-
diocesan Pro-Life Commission,
Jim Sondey has marched on
Washington in support of over-
turning Roe v. Wade for over a
decade. “This was my 16th or 17th
time attending the march; I lost
count,” he said with a laugh.

A recent trend that Sondey has
noticed among the crowd was an
increased presence of young peo-
ple. “I saw more high-school aged
young adults and families with
young children. More and more
people are becoming pro-life. We
need to make a stand and show
support for life.”

Attending year after year and
not seeing a change in government
policy regarding abortion can
make being pro-life seem like an
uphill battle. However, participat-
ing in the march serves as a con-

stant reminder to politicians that
the pro-life mission will not waver.
“We need to show congressmen
and senators that we love life. It
shows persistence (that we march
every year.) If we don’t speak up
against evil, evil will triumph,”
Sondey stressed.

Young adults provide energy
to spark March for Life rally

SHU students aid orphans in El Salvador
Salvador. While studying at SHU
he received the Global Servant
Leader Award for his participation
with the Division of Volunteer
Effort (DOVE) that organizes mis-
sion trips to his native country.

Sheridan approached Father
Chica about an international com-
munity service project for univer-
sity students. He helped arrange
the first trip to El Salvador in
March 2004. That initial group had
17 volunteers; this spring some 27
are expected to go.

Community service is in
Sheridan’s blood. She has been to
Mexico as both a student and then
administrator. At the age of 16 she
traveled to Tijuana, Mexico, as
part of contingent with the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Such

SOUTH ORANGE—It is far
from the typical spring break.

During the last three years, stu-
dent volunteers from Seton Hall
University (SHU) have traveled to
El Salvador, helping where needed
at a Catholic and public orphanage,
a government facility for troubled
teenage girls and a nursing home
run by nuns.  Circumstance result-
ed in the first trip. Back in 2003
Michelle Sheridan, director of the
Division of Volunteer Efforts at
SHU, was a student in the School
of Theology with seminarian and
now Father Esterminio Chica.
Father Chica, ordained to the
priesthood last May, was born in El

service is part of her family tradi-
tion. Sheridan’s mother worked
with the disabled and brought her
daughter up performing communi-
ty service projects.

The first goal of such efforts,
Sheridan explained, is to “stand in
solidarity” with the people, experi-
ence their situation and simply do
whatever can be done to help. As
examples she cited cleaning and
painting at the nursing home and
doing chores while “providing
hope” at the facility for troubled
teenage girls.

The “most profound” experi-
ences, Sheridan said, occur at the
orphanages. In a country where
abortion is illegal, she noted, there
is poverty, early pregnancies and
many children are simply unwant-

ed and abandoned. Many remem-
ber the students who make return
trips to the orphanage. La Aldea
Infantil San Antonio (Saint
Anthony’s Infants’ Village) is the
Catholic orphanage that provides
superior accommodations.

Through community service
Sheridan is convinced she is
brought “closest” to God and her
faith. It also makes her realize the
“gifts” He has given her as well as
guidance as to how best use those
gifts. That, she declared, brings her
“the most joy in life.” Meanwhile,
from the students’ perspective,
the director of volunteers gets
satisfaction out of seeing the
young people receive a “realiza-
tion of the world.”

As one of the fastest
growing minority
groups in the archdio-
cese, the Filipino com-

munity blends devout traditions
and unique cultural celebrations to
create a distinct niche in the
Catholic community.

According to the Asian
American Federation Web site
at http://www.aafny.org, New
Jersey’s Asian American popula-
tion nearly doubled from 1990 to
2000, making it the fifth-largest
Asian population at the state level.
As 18 percent of the New Jersey’s
Asian population, Filipinos bring
fervent Catholic faith to the
Archdiocese of Newark while
emphasizing family values and
community spirit.

Maribel Fajardo, co-director of
the Filipino Society of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary in
Secaucus, has been a leader in the
Filipino community for almost 20
years. “I see the change and
increased presence of Filipinos.
There has been a big increase in
the community at my parish,
Immaculate Conception. Filipinos
are very family oriented and
bring that aspect to the Church.
Family life is usually centered
around the Church.”

The Philippines is one of only
two majority Christian countries
in Asia. According to the 2000
Census of Population and Housing
conducted by the National
Statistics Office in Manila, (Web
site: www.census.gov.ph) about 90
percent of Filipinos are Christians
and 81 percent are Catholic. “Each
town in the Philippines celebrates
a saint and feasts of the Blessed
Virgin are very important,”
Fajardo explained. 

As a way of uniting the bur-
geoning Filipino community in
her area, Fajardo felt it was
important to continue celebrating

A shy but curious youngster finds
her own unique vantage point in
the pews during the Filipino Mass.
Passing on Catholic traditions to
American-born children is impor-
tant in the Filipino community.

Catholic traditions.“By making
Immaculate Conception Parish
the center of all the Filipino com-
munity’s activities, we appeal to a
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A priest, sailor and ‘happiest guy in the world’

Father Charles H. McTague (left), pictured in February 1992,
received the “For God Award” of the Essex County Chapter of the
Catholic War Veterans. Leon Rygiel, commander of the chapter,
made the presentation 15 years ago. Father Charlie was a member
of the Seafarers Union and the Apostolate of the Sea.

AAA AWARD WINNERS—A gala reception for pastors
and lay leaders to launch Pledge Week for the 2007
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal (AAA) was held Jan. 18 at
Nanina’s in the Park, Belleville. Several parishes were rec-
ognized for going above and beyond their 2006 AAA goals.
Pictured here are award winners (left to right) Father
Steven Connor, pastor of Holy Trinity, Fort Lee; Peggy
Frazza, a member of the administrative staff of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel, Ridgewood; Archbishop John J. Myers;
Father Fabio R. Brenes, pastor of Immaculate Heart of
Mary/Saint Patrick, Elizabeth; and Carla Gonzalez, execu-
tive director of the archdiocesan Development Office,
which oversees the AAA program. Other parishes cited for
their special efforts in the 2006 AAA campaign were Saint
Francis Parish, Hoboken (Father Michael Guglielmelli,
pastor); and Saint Gabriel the Archangel Parish, Saddle
River (Msgr. Robert Fuhrman, pastor). Pledge Week
kicked off Feb. 3 and 4.

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

We recently celebrated
two “Liturgies of the
Resurrection” at Holy

Cross Parish, Harrison. They
were both for Father Charles H.
McTague or “Charlie Chaplain”
as he called himself; or “Father
Charlie” as everyone else knew
him.

Even Albert Einstein.
Archbishop John J. Myers cel-

ebrated a Mass of Christian Burial
for Father Charlie here on Jan. 18
(see The Catholic Advocate,
Jan. 24). Father Charlie, 87,
died on Jan. 13.

He had lived in our house for 11
years. Before that Father Charlie
had become famous. He was a leg-
endary character and there are liter-
ally thousands of stories about him.
In fact, two biographies of his life
have been published.

Father Charlie was a combina-
tion of Saint Francis of Assisi, St.
John Bosco and Brother Juniper.
He was by nature a jokester, a
jester and a teller of tales. Father
Charlie had a huge reservoir of
stories about his exploits—and
they were all true!

Wherever he served—in three
parishes, the Port of Newark, or on
the “Peace Ship”—Father Charlie
touched hundreds of lives and
launched dozens of programs and
initiatives that had come out of his
restless mind. He put most of his
schemes and dreams into action.
One of his most famous adven-
tures was the Peace Ship.

He had been a sailor before he
became a priest. The sea was his
life and his love. As a priest, Father
Charlie never gave up his union
card in the Seafarers Union or his
membership in the Apostolate of
the Sea.

So, Father Charlie jumped at
the chance to sail with Abie

Nathan when the occasion arose.
Abie Nathan was a famous Israeli
peacenick. Abie had a boat that he
wanted to take to the Mediter-
ranean and Egypt.

Father Charlie had all the cre-
dentials to be a captain on a mar-
itime vessel. In fact, we buried him
with his officer’s cap. He was per-
fect for the project. He had himself
assigned to the Peace Ship. The
ship was to sail
off the coast of
Israel. From
1969 to 1972
Abie and Father
Charlie broad-
cast messages
of peace in
A r a b i c  a n d
Hebrew.

What people
don’t know is
that the boat
was a bucket of
bolts. It almost
sank twice on
the way out of
New York when
the ship hit a
storm. On one
o c c a s i o n  i t
began to leak.
Father Charlie
stopped up the
l e a k  w i t h
cement bags.
The ship was
list ing in a
storm. Father
Charlie invoked
the holy man
Pierre Toussaint and threw a small
bag of dirt from Toussaint’s grave
into the ocean. Almost miracu-
lously, a point of light appeared in
the storm. It was a lighthouse in
Bermuda.

Early on, Father Charlie had a
devotion to Pierre Toussaint. His
mother had helped establish Saint
Peter Claver Church for African
Americans in Montclair. Father

and now—is considered one of
the greatest physicists and genius-
es of all time. Best known for
the theory of relativity, Einstein
was awarded the 1921 Nobel
Prize in Physics.

Unfazed by the fame of the
great scientist, Father Charlie
walked up to the door, rang the
bell, and introduced himself to
Einstein. Father Charlie explained
that he wanted to discuss the
Catholic faith with the great
genius. Einstein, intrigued by this
jovial priest, welcomed him and
they discussed the Trinity and the
Eucharist for an hour.

Einstein enjoyed his time with
Father Charlie. He said that he
would like to think more about the
matter. Later, Father Charlie
returned to Princeton with six vol-

umes of Catholic theology in the
German language. Einstein was
grateful. He even had Father
Charlie sign the books. A simple
priest and an authentic genius had
discussed the invisible world.
Both had profited. 

No doubt, Father Charlie
was a character. But he was
saintly and totally sincere.
Father Charlie announced every
day to anyone he met: “I am the
happiest guy in the world.” It
was the theme of his life and lit-
erally described the man of
God. He was absolutely unique.
We were lucky to have him.
May he rest in peace.

(Rev. Msgr. Gilchrist, the pas-
tor of Holy Cross Parish, is a
long-time contributor and colum-
nist for The Catholic Advocate.)

BY REV. MSGR. 
JOHN J. GILCHRIST

Charlie always had a predilection
for people of color.

Father Charlie is famous
because he was the one who found
the body of Pierre Toussaint when
no one else could. Toussaint had
been buried in Old Saint Patrick’s
Cemetery in New York. The
records of the cemetery were later
destroyed in a fire. The gravesites
in the cemetery were old and

worn. No one
could read them.
Therefore no
one knew where
the body of the
saint lay.

O n e  d a y
Father Charlie
took his mother
to the cemetery.
Like a detective,
he had a large
mirror and a
camera. It was
ra i n i n g  a n d
muddy accord-
ing to Charlie.
Charlie had his
mother kneel in
t h e  m u d  a n d
hold the mirror
perpendicular to
the headstone.
He took two pic-
tures  of  the
reflection in the
mirror. Surely
enough, the let-
ters “SAINT”
appeared on the
film. He had dis-

covered the body of the saint.
Above all else in his charm

and character, Father Charlie
was always impetuous. He once
read that Albert Einstein, then
living in Princeton, had become
an atheist. Father Charlie took a
bus to Princeton and a taxi to
Einstein’s home.

Einstein (born March 14,
1897; died April 18, 1955)—then

Father Charlie
walked up to the

door, rang the bell
and introduced 

himself to Albert
Einstein. Father

Charlie explained
that he wanted to

discuss the Catholic
faith with the great

genius. Einstein
welcomed the jovial

priest and they 
discussed the Trinity

and the Eucharist
for an hour.
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“Inspires Our World…One Spirit at a Time.”

Magazine’s mission looks to nullify
negative noise aimed at ‘True Girls’

(Editor’s note: Brandi Lee, editor-in-
chief of True Girl, graduated from Rosary
High School, Aurora, IL, in 1995; and the
University of Memphis, Memphis, TN, in
1999 with a B.A. in English. Lee taught
high school English and Spanish at
Catholic schools for five years before
“retiring” to start a family. Her son,
Benjamin, was born three months ago. Lee
launched True Girl in 2005 with business
partner and friend Stephanie Murphy, the
publisher of the magazine. True Girl, now
in its second year, has subscribers that hail
from throughout the United States as well
as Canada and Australia.)

Attractive, intelligent, athletic, popu-
lar: society expects teenage girls to
be a lot of things. Cell phones,

iPods, gaming systems, laptops: society
expects girls to own a lot of things. Stylish
hair, flawless skin, perfect teeth, toned bod-
ies: society expects young women to have
and achieve a lot of things.

How can they ever measure up in a world
that expects so much?

If you listen to the secular media, it’s
hard to believe you’ll ever have enough or
be enough to be accepted. And it’s hard not
to listen! Society “sells” the idea that peo-
ple, especially teenage girls, are unworthy.
But not to worry—they not only tear you
down, they also can fix you! All you have to
do is buy their products for shinier hair,
whiter teeth, a flatter stomach and suddenly
you’ll be popular, you’ll be beautiful, you’ll
be loved.

Maybe some
of these prod-
ucts will help
you conform to
society’s stan-
dards of perfec-
tion. But no
shampoo, tooth-
paste, or diet
pill will coun-
teract the dam-
age the media
does to your
self-esteem. If
you don’t learn
how to tune out these negative messages
while you’re young, you’ll never have the
strength you will need to navigate adult-
hood. Young and old alike, we all feel the
pressure to conform.

True Girl is a magazine of faith, life and
fashion, written for Catholic teenage girls.
Our goal is to provide a resource that
encourages young women in their love of
God and of His Church.

The magazine, which is published six
times a year and based in LaPorte, IN, fea-
tures photos of real girls, not models, in an
effort to offer an alternative to the one-
dimensional icons that saturate popular cul-
ture. By inspiring young women to be “true”
to God and to themselves, our faith-based
editorial mission is to create a new genera-
tion of counter-cultural thinkers who will
stand firm in their beliefs, despite the temp-
tations of the secular world.

The content of the magazine offers
decidedly Catholic features like a “Rosary
Reflection” and a “True Girl Saint,” but also
includes all the fun things girls love: enter-
tainment reviews, beauty and health tips,
quizzes, trivia and modest fashion.

Each issue also includes a “freebie” that
readers can register to win on the maga-
zine’s Web site, www.truegirlonline.com.
The Web site features the True Girl

Bulletin Board, a safe place for subscribers
to talk with other “true girls” from across
the country.

As teenage girls make the transition from
adolescence to adulthood, they inevitably
will encounter new expectations:  to drive a
luxury vehicle; to hold a high-paying job; to
have a perfect marriage; to own a designer
home. However, very few adults ever fully
meet these lofty demands. Even if you are
one of the lucky few with everything socie-
ty says you should have, acquiring these
material and physical status symbols does
not guarantee happiness.

The truth is that happiness lies in acquir-
ing a rich spiritual life. As Catholics and
members of the body of Christ, we know a
secret that the media doesn’t want us to
know. Society tells us we’re not good
enough, but the truth is that we are good
enough because each one of us is created in
the image and likeness of God.  

How is that possible? Each of us is
u n i q u e — i n
appearance,
personal i ty
and spirit. It
m a y  s e e m
odd that we
can be differ-
ent, but all be
created in His
image.

The Cat-
echism teach-
es us that our
t r u t h ,  o u r
goodness and
our beauty

“all reflect the infinite perfection of God”
(CCC 41).  How awesome! While you may
be tempted to find fault in the hand life dealt
you or even in the genes you received from
your parents, you can’t find fault in God’s
creation. You will see that beautiful creation
every time you look in the mirror. The truth
is that you are inherently beautiful!    

Together, your body and soul are intend-
ed to become, in the body of Christ, a tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit (CCC 364). How can
a temple of the Holy Spirit be anything less
than wonderful? If you look at yourself
through God’s eyes, you will focus on all the
gifts you have been given; in recognizing
what makes you special and unique, you
will learn to love yourself as Christ loves
you. However, if you look at yourself
through society’s eyes, you will focus on all
that you don’t have, believing and perpetu-
ating the media’s lies.   

So on those inevitable days when you
feel unattractive, untalented, and altogether
unworthy, take a step back and look again. If
you focus on what others expect, then you
will always come up short. You never can
make enough, own enough, or be enough to
be perfect in the secular world. But in God’s
eyes, you are already beautiful and nothing
you do or don’t do can ever change the per-
fect way He loves you.

Pictured here is the February/March cover of
True Girl. The magazine (Web site: www.true-
girlonline.com), which is published six times a
year and based in LaPorte, IN, offers an alterna-
tive to the negative messages that saturate pop-
ular culture, aimed at teenage girls. The editorial
mission of the magazine is to connect with
Catholic “True Girls” and inspire them to be true
to God and to themselves.

BY BRANDI LEE
Special to The Catholic Advocate

As members of the body of
Christ, we know a secret that the
media doesn’t want us to know.
Society tells us we’re not good

enough, but the truth is that 
we are good enough because 

each one of us is created in the
image and likeness of God.

Brandi Lee



larger cross-section of people.
Every activity of the Filipino
society was associated with a reli-
gious celebration; that drew people
to our church. Filipinos became
more comfortable with participat-
ing in the mainstream.”

Through the Church, those
newly emigrated felt they had a
strong connection to their new
home in America through their
faith. “As immigrants, we felt like
outsiders in the Church and were
sometimes treated that way by the
established community. I always
encouraged people to become
eucharistic ministers, lectors and
readers. I encouraged parents to let
their children become altar servers.
Now more than half of the altar
servers are Filipino,” Fajardo
remarked with a laugh.

Fajardo came to America from
the Philippines in 1974 and at first
did not participate in parish activi-
ties. “I was never really active. I
just attended Mass and didn’t feel
as though I could contribute. I felt
as though (my parish) didn’t need
me. Its hard severing ties to your
home in the Philippines, but that is
the benefit of having a close-knit
community—you  feel as though
you belong here and you do not
feel so lonely.”

Celebrations such as the Advent
novena of Simbang Gabi (See The
Catholic Advocate Dec. 6, 2006)
drew large Filipino crowds back to
the Church. As her community

increased its visibility, longtime
parishioners began to accept the
new members. 

One of the issues facing the
Filipino community is a clash of
cultures as traditional, Catholic par-
ents raise first-generation American
children. “We want our kids to
practice the same values that we
were raised with,” Fajardo said.

Father Ernesto M. Tibay, the
coordinator for the archdiocesan
Filipino Apostolate, develops
events and programs for the
Filipino community. Father Tibay,
who also serves as parochial vicar
at St. John the Evangelist Parish in
Bergenfield, tries to create activi-
ties for his community that enrich
and celebrate the faith of the
growing group.

“Out of 25,000 residents in
Bergenfield, around 5,000 are Fil-
ipinos,” Father Tibay estimated. “I
try to form a structure and work
with the community and facilitate
ways they can become more active.
Filipinos are very devout and have
a lot of practices and rituals they
want to continue.”

Ordained in the Philippines, he
served in his country’s diocese for
10 years before coming to the Unit-
ed States in 1958. “There is a dif-
ference in culture here in America.
In the Philippines, the culture is
centered on the family; here, the
culture, as a whole, is more individ-
ualistic. Children who are born here
have a different outlook. They are
more independent.”

Jersey City, like Bergenfield,
also has a large and growing num-
ber of Filipino faithful who are

making their presence known.
Every third Sunday, St.
Joseph Parish in Jersey City
hosts a Filipino Mass.
Originated by the Our
Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary Council Knights
of Columbus, the Mass is
celebrated in Tagalog (the
homeland dialect spoken
by many Filipinos) and
English and draws a
crowd from all over
the archdiocese. 

Father Francisco
“Kiko” Magnaye is
one of the priests at St.
Joseph Parish who cele-
brate with the multigen-
erational community. “It
takes a special person to
see the Holy Spirit in
your neighbor,” Father
Magnaye said in his hom-
ily. “When tolerance, car-
ing and love happens, it is
Christ slowly transform-
ing us. In every person
the Holy Spirit dwells. If
we don’t wage a battle
against prejudice and
intolerance, we will not
see Christ in others. In the
past, people didn’t see the Christ in
others because of the color of their
skin or their accent. We have to
look beyond the surface and find
the Christ in everyone.”

A Filipino Knights of Colum-
bus Council that saw a need for it
in the community established the
Filipino Mass. Francisco Ramirez
was one of the founding members
of Our Lady of the Most Holy

Rosary Council No. 7648 a quarter
century ago. Ramirez, along with
his wife Yolanda, moved from Jer-
sey City to Bloomfield in 1998,
but still attended the Filipino Mass
every month.

“Filipinos are flocking to
Jersey City and even Bloomfield
has a growing number as well,”
Ramirez said. “During the celebra-
tion of Simbang Gabi last holiday
season, I saw people from different
sections of the archdiocese at all of
the masses.”

Now a parishioner at St.
Thomas the Apostle in Bloomfield,
Ramirez recalls that when he first
came to New Jersey, there was
not a large Filipino population
attending Mass at St. Joseph’s.
“In 1980, I became the first
Eucharistic minister over there.
Now, about 75 percent of the con-
gregation is Filipino.”

Ramirez came to the United
States in 1970 and his wife Yolanda
followed in 1972. The religious tra-
ditions of their homeland continued
after their move to Jersey City.

“Filipinos are known for their
deep devotion to Mary,” Ramirez
said. “Novenas for Our Lady of
Perpetual Help and anything
connected to the Infant Jesus
(Santo Nino) are celebrated with
masses and special feasts. The
first Filipino saint, St. Lorenzo
Ruiz, is celebrated in September
with a novena and it is a big feast
day. We also focus on saying
rosary and there are groups that
say the rosary from house to
house. A group of people will
gather their money together and
buy a statue of the Blessed
Mother and rotate it in different

houses every week and gather
for prayer.” Ramirez said.

Ramirez believes all the work
he has done for the Filipino com-
munity could be considered a mis-
sion. “A priest once said that so
many Filipinos migrate to America.
He asked us: ‘Why do you think
you are here?’ The priest chal-
lenged us and said it was our mis-
sion to help our community.
Jesus did not bring us (to
America) for nothing. By perpet-
uating the Filipino Mass, we
show the community that we are
devoted. We are a community
that wants to show how grateful
we are for God’s presence.”

Coming from a poorer and
politically turbulent country,
Ramirez is especially grateful for
his good fortune. “(Filipinos who
live in America) are better off than
we were at home. We appreciate
that within our community and
praise Him for what He has given
to us. The Philippines have natural
calamities, from typhoons to mud-
slides and earthquakes. Politically
there is always fighting and there is
a threat of rebellion to overthrow
the government. The economic sit-
uations keep getting worse. Despite
all of these problems, we are a peo-
ple who are still standing proud and
are faithful to our religion. The
more problems we have, the more
faith we have.”

Two of the Ramirez’s children
were born in the Philippines and
two were born in America. The
generational and cultural gap is
something the parents continually
have to deal with, even now that
they have become grandparents.
“You want your children to go to
Mass and you want them to know
about tradition and their roots.
Once in a while our kids will come
with us to the Filipino Mass. But
now they have their own families
and it is getting harder for them,”
Yolanda Ramirez said. “I tell my
children to at least go to Mass
every Sunday.”

While taking care of her grand-
children, Yolanda seizes the oppor-
tunity to instill religious values and
Filipino tradition. “I tell my grand-
son every night before he goes to
bed that he has to say his prayers.
He goes to public school, he
attends CCD and knows how to
recite the Our Father and Hail
Mary. There are little ways we
teach the children, from the statues
and crosses on the wall in our
house to prayers. You have to mold
kids when they are young.”

Explaining religious figures and
retelling stories of their life in the
Philippines is one way the Ramirez
family ensures that their children
and grandchildren never forget their
heritage. “In the back of the chil-
dren’s minds, they remember these
little things,” Francisco Ramirez
said. “That is the inheritance we
would like to leave them.”

Continued from page 1

Filipinos
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Father Francisco “Kiko” Magnaye preaches in
both English and Tagalog at St. Joseph Parish.
“In the past, people didn’t see the Christ in others
because of the color of their skin or their accent.
We have to look beyond the surface and find the
Christ in everyone,” Father Magnaye said.

4 February 7, 2007Local News

presents
Rabbi David G. Dalin

Author of The Myth of Hitler's Pope: 
How Pope Pius XII Rescued Jews From The Nazis

as he discusses

“Pope John Paul II on The Holy Land and the Jewish People.”

Thursday, February 22, 2007 • 7 p.m.

Chapel of the Good Shepherd, Lewis Hall
400 South Orange Avenue, South Orange, New Jersey

Call-in registration is strongly encouraged.

THE GREAT SPIRITUAL BOOKS PROGRAM

Please contact Gregory Glazov, D.Phil., GSB Program Coordinator, or Deborah Kurus,
Institute for Christian Spirituality, at (973) 313-6329, or e-mail kurusdeb@shu.edu

I N S T I T U T E  F O R  C H R I S T I A N  S P I R I T U A L I T Y

All are welcome.
Admission is free.
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St.Teresa of Avila forum explores
immigration issues, social justice

St. Teresa of Avila parishioners Julian Silva and Johana Gonzalez
listen to the presentation of keynote speaker Father Eugene
Squeo. The forum, held last month at the Summit parish, was
related to the observance of National Migration Week.

SUMMIT—The “JustFaith”
Community of St. Teresa of Avila
Parish last month sponsored a
forum that explored immigration
issues and Catholic teaching on
social justice.

JustFaith is a group of parish-
ioners who have completed a 30-
week program to learn how to
advocate for social justice through
their faith.

The event—the first of its kind
ever held at the parish—attracted
over 60 parishioners. Keynote
speaker Father Eugene Squeo of
Saint Patrick and Assumption/All
Saints Parish in Jersey City—a
lawyer representing the Jubilee
Interfaith Immigration Rights Task
Force—introduced the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishop’s “Justice for Immigrants”
campaign. (More details about

protection; and the human dignity
and human rights of undocument-
ed migrants should be respected.
He noted too that persons have a
right to find opportunities in their
homeland and sovereign nations
the right to control their borders.

During the discussion segment
of the program is was evident that
some Catholics struggle with how
to balance these principles with
personal concerns about the politi-
cal, economic, security and social
interests of the nation. Spanish-
speaking parishioners, many of
whom are immigrants, expressed
concern that they have needs and
issues that are not being me.

“I am delighted with the turnout
for our first event,” Pastoral
Associate Sister Guadalupe Nieto,
M.S.B.T., said at the program. She
noted that the forum was related
to the parish’s first observance
of National Migration Week.
“Interaction between Spanish and
non-Spanish speakers persons of
our parish has been limited,” Sister
Guadalupe continued. “This was
an excellent opportunity for these
two groups to engage in dialogue
and better understand the needs of
one another.”

Contact St. Teresa of Avila at
(908) 277-3700 for more informa-
tion on the JustFaith organization.

this campaign can be found
on the following Web sites:
(www.justiceforimmigrants.org
and www.usccb.org/mrs). The
evening also included a video
and discussion of immigration
topics as they relate to Catholic
social teaching.

Because half of the attendees
represented St. Teresa’s Spanish-
speaking community, efforts were
made to accommodate them. The
video included Spanish subtitles
and a bilingual translator was
called forward for the question
and answer period.

Father Squeo explained that
Catholic social teaching contains
several principles in dealing with
immigration: persons have a right
to migrate to support themselves
and their families; refugees and
asylum seekers should be afforded

SOUTH ORANGE—“Thank God It’s Monday,” a radio program
that airs every Saturday at 8:30 a.m. over Seton Hall University’s
WSOU, 89.5 FM, helps listeners to take personal responsibility for
their professional development and satisfaction, while providing
insights into the personal coaching process.

Recent programs have discussed interviewing, contracting, work-
ing globally and returning to school. Future shows are scheduled to
discuss religious vocations, team-building tools, part-time versus full-
time employment and college enrollment and professional/personal
coaching techniques.

Upcoming guests include Brother Louis Miritello, vocation
director for Franciscan Brothers of Brooklyn, N.Y., and life-skills
coach, Glen Rivera.

Visit WSOU’s Web site (www.wsou.net) for more information.

‘Thank God It’s Monday’
explores career coaching
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Making your will?

Request a free Wills Kit from 
Catholic Relief Services.

It will help you practice good stewardship 
and create a lasting legacy to help 
the poor overseas.

1-800-235-2772 ext.7318

regarding costs, pre-planning savings & available facilities at the
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, without any obligation on my part.

I would like more information... 

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE PARISH

• Three fully heated and air-conditioned floors that include a 3rd floor
skylight atrium & 1st floor courtyard.

• Church of the Madonna offers an 11 o’clock Special Remembrance
Mass on the last Sunday of each month for all departed loved ones.
• Indoor chapel, elegant statues, eternal candles, cremation niche

and other special attributes.

For information, a free personal planner, or to set up an appointment
without any obligation...CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-392-1951
Visit us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org

Or fill out the information below and send to;
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, 2070 Hoefley’s Lane,

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

Madonna Chapel is a distinctively Catholic
mausoleum of unsurpassed beauty and serenity on the
grounds of a landmark stone church.  The timeless
construction of granite and marble with magnificent
stained glass windows inspires devotion in an
immaculately maintained indoor setting that allows for
visitation regardless of weather conditions. 

Madonna Chapel
Mausoleum

A TIMELESS WARRANTY
OONNLLYY  FFRROOMM  YYOOUURR  EEXXCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  AAUUTTHHOORRIIZZEEDD  RROOCCKK  ooff  AAGGEESS  MMEEMMOORRIIAALLIISSTT

MONUMENTS  MARKERS  MAUSOLEUMS

McHUGH - TULLY MEMORIALS
214 Ridgedale Ave., East Hanover

1-800-924-0514 • 1-800-698-2429 •  mchughmem@aol.com
LINCOLN MONUMENT COMPANY

405 Orange Rd., Montclair • 220 Lenox Ave., Westfield
1-800-854-1330 • www.lincolnmonuments.com

S E A L M A R K

RALPH RULLIS, Jr., C.M. - CERTIFIED MEMORIALIST
(as featured in the New York Times article - in person)
Our Credentials Also Include 29 Design And Industry Awards For
Excellence In Marker, Monument And Mausoleum Design

DESIGNERS • FABRICATORS • ERECTORS • BRONZE & GRANITE MARKERS • CEMETERY LETTERING

Serving all Cemeteries and Families 
Like Yours Since 1919



*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. The 12-month introductory APR (Initial APR) is fixed for that period of time. After the first 12 months, the APR is variable and equal to the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate.
The non-discounted APR is 8.25% as of 1/2/07. The maximum APR that can be imposed is 18%. Maximum credit line is $500,000. Subject to credit approval. Homeowners insurance is required. The
proposed credit line together with any other mortgage cannot exceed 75% of the value of the property. New Lines Only. This offer may be withdrawn at any time.
†New York residents will be charged a mortgage recording tax equal to 3/4 of 1% of the maximum credit line amount.
††Consult your tax advisor.

www.lakelandbank.com  •  973-697-2000

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT
12-Month Introductory Rate

6.25% APR*

Then Prime for the remainder
of the loan. Prime currently

8.25% APR*

• No fees†

• Decisions within 24 hours

• Interest may be tax deductible††

• Convert to a Fixed Rate Loan at any time

• Interest charged only on amount borrowed

Stop by any of our conveniently located offices, 

or call toll-free 1-877-224-LAKE to apply.

It May Be 
Time for a 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit.

Consolidate your debt into one low monthly payment at Lakeland Bank.

With offices located throughout Bergen, Essex, Morris, Passaic, Sussex and Warren Counties
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Our Policy
To publicize an upcoming event at your parish, school or organization on the “Around the
Archdiocese” page, please note:
• Submissions must include the name of the sponsoring organization, a phone number for
the contact person and event specifics, including the date, place and time.
• Deadline for submission is 10 days prior to publication date.
The Catholic Advocate publishes submissions as space allows and cannot print an item
more than once.
• Contact by email: mielejos@rcan.org, fax: 973-497-4192, 
or mail: The Catholic Advocate, Around the Archdiocese, P.O. Box 9500, Newark,
NJ 07104

February 7
Holy Spirit Parish, Union,
Holy Hour for Life, 7:30 p.m.,
(908) 964-7653.

February 8
Queen of Peace High
School, North Arlington,“Dead
Man Walking” screening, 7:30 p.m.,
(201) 998-8227 ext. 28.

St. Elizabeth Parish, Wyckoff,
men’s bereavement support
group, meets every Thursday
for eight weeks, 7:30-9 p.m.,
(201) 891-6708.

St.Thomas the Apostle
Parish, Bloomfield, Spirituality
and Psychodrama program:
Working Through Difficult
Issues, 7:30 -9:30 p.m., call Anna
at (973) 338-9538.

St.Vincent’s Nursing Home
Auxiliary, Cedar Grove,Valen-
tine’s Day luncheon,Victor’s
Chateau, Little Falls, 11:30 p.m.,
cost:$25, RSVP by Feb.5, call Jean-
nie Battista at (973) 239-7928.

February 9
Mary Help of Christian Acad-
emy, North Haledon,“Celebrate:
A Taste of Mary Help,” featuring
20 local restaurants including Oak-
land and Mahwah, 6- 8:30 p.m.,
cost: $8 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren, (973) 790-6200 ext. 140.

St. Bernard and St. Stanis-
laus Parish, Plainfield, Black his-
tory celebration, 7 p.m. RSVP at
(908) 756-3393.

February 10
St. Phil’s Singles, Livingston,

Valentine’s Day dance, 7:30 p.m.,
(973) 340-4001.

The Shrine of St. Joseph,
Sterling,Valentine’s jewelry sale,
9 a.m.- 5 p.m., also on Feb. 11,
(908) 647-0208.

Archdiocesan Center,
Newark,“Models of the
Eucharist,” 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.,
respond ASAP, cost: $85 or $95
at the door, (973) 484-2400.

St. Mary Parish, Rutherford,
Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick, 3:45, (201) 438-2200.

Assumption of Our Blessed
Lady Parish, Wood-Ridge,
overnight Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, 6:30 p.m.-
7:30 a.m., (201) 438-5555.

Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #4504, Union,Valentine din-
ner dance, 7 p.m.- midnight, cost:
$60, RSVP by Feb. 7, (908) 686-
5271 or (908) 686-3839.

February 11 
Immaculate Conception
Chapel, Lodi,An Evening of
Praise,Worship and Song, 7-
8:30 p.m., call Sister Marilyn
Minter at (973) 473-7447.

St. Cassian Parish, Upper
Montclair,The Kaiser Quintet,
4 p.m., cost: $15, (973) 744-2850.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, Nutley, Healing Mass,
3 p.m., (973) 661-1623.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, Ridgewood, employment
workshop, call Carol Shea at
(201) 447-4215.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
Mountainside, Feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes and 7th anniversary
of Perpetual Adoration Chapel,
7:30 p.m., (908) 232-1162.

February 12
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, Nutley, defensive driving
review, 1:30 p.m., (973) 661-1623.

St Paul Parish, Ramsey, Senior
Ministry’s Sweetheart Luncheon,
noon, cost: $5, (201) 327-0976.

February 14
Archdiocesan Center, Newark,
annulment information evening,
7:30 p.m., (973) 497-4327.

Holy Family Parish, Nutley,
St. Lucy Filippini Sodality meet-
ing, 8 p.m., call Jo-Ann Brown at
(973) 667-2633.

Caldwell College, Gramercy
Brass Orchestra of New York, 8
p.m., cost: $10, (973) 618-3520
or (973) 618-3326.

February 16
St.Aloysius Parish, Caldwell,
discussion on Christian mar-
riage, 7:30 p.m., (973) 226-0221.

February 17
St. Phil’s Singles, Livingston,
games night, 7:30 p.m., (973)
340-4001.

Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #835, Belleville, St.Valentine’s
Karaoke Dance, 7-11 p.m., cost:
$30, (973) 759-9656.

February 18
St.Andrew Parish, Westwood,
pancake breakfast, 8 a.m.- noon,
cost: $5, (201) 666-1100.

Knights of Columbus Council
#5427, Township of Washington,
NASCAR Daytona 500 party, 2:15
p.m., cost: $20, (201) 664-0422.

February 21
St.Thomas the Apostle
Parish, Bloomfield, Praying the
Passion of Jesus, every Wednes-
day during Lent, 7:30 –9:15 p.m.,
call Anna at (973) 338-9538.

Other
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, Nutley, Misang Pilipino
(Filipino Mass), the first Sunday
of each month at 3 p.m., (973)
661-1623.

The Shrine of St. Joseph, Ster-
ling, First Communion require-
ments, such as dresses, ties and
gifts, available at Shrine of St.
Joseph Gift Shop, open Monday-
Friday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. and Sundays
11 a.m.- 3p.m., (908) 647-0766.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, Nutley,YANA (You Are
Not Alone), bereavement sup-
port group, meets the second
Wednesday of each month from
7:30- 9 p.m., (973) 661-1623.
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The Archdiocese of Newark has released Lenten regulations for 2007.The days of
both fast and abstinence during Lent are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.The other
Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.

On a day of fast,only one full meal is permitted.Those between the ages of 18 and
59 are obliged to fast.On a day of abstinence,no meat may be eaten.Those who have
reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of abstinence.The obligation to observe
the laws of fast and abstinence “substantially” or as a whole is a serious obligation.

The Fridays of the year,outside of Lent,are designated as days of penance,but each
individual may substitute for the traditional abstinence from meat some other prac-
tice of voluntary self-denial as penance.

The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty*) extends from the First
Sunday of Lent, Feb. 25, to the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, June 3. (*Canon 920:All
the faithful, after they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, are bound by
the obligation of receiving Communion at least once a year.)

Lenten Regulations/Letters/Editorial

Reader feels
inspired by
QPHS student

Scott now wants to participate in the
2007 Walk to Cure Diabetes. I hope that he,
like P.J., will “talk to God” when the chal-
lenges of diabetes get to be too much. 

Thank you P.J. and may God bless you!

Sandra Kaufman
Rutherford

(Editor’s note: As reported last month,
Pimpinelli is a 16-year-old junior at Queen
of Peace High School, North Arlington. He
has battled Type 1 diabetes for most of his
life. Last year he raised over $6,000 in
pledges for research for the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation and this
year hopes to top $7,000.)

Chatham resident
praises findings
on death penalty
Editor,

The bipartisan death penalty study just
released, which calls for replacing the
death penalty with life without parole, is
a tremendous boost to the pro-life move-
ment. I am delighted to see this day in
New Jersey.

My Catholic education and the val-
ues my parents instilled in me as a
young boy left me with a deep and
unwavering respect for life—from con-
ception to natural death. The death
penalty has long been unnecessary, as
Pope John Paul II so eloquently remind-
ed us whenever an execution was sched-
uled during his papacy.

It is divisive as it draws out anger over
violent crime—justifiable, of course, but
not to the level where we strike back with
more violence even as other means are
available to both punish and defend.

I see the potential end of the death
penalty in New Jersey as a new beginning.
I hope my fellow pro-life Catholics will
too, especially pro-life legislators.

We will advance the pro-life cause if
we are consistent. We will reach new peo-
ple, who will be reminded that life is a pre-
cious gift from God and something to
deeply respect, without exception.

Let us rejoice in this news, but let us
also take action. A handful of legislators
are working to keep the death penalty,
using inflammatory language. All of us—

lay Catholics and clergy—must speak up
now. We must tell political leaders who
respect life that life is too important to
sacrifice for the sake of a good political
sound bite. We must also use the oppor-
tunity to tell all legislators, no matter
what their position on the death penalty
or abortion, that life is an issue about
which we care deeply.

In New Jersey, we have not had too
many opportunities like this to cele-
brate life. I hope the Catholic Church
takes the lead on this issue—and that
means all of us.

Harry A. Olmsted
Chatham

(Editor’s note: As reported in the Jan.
24 edition of The Catholic Advocate, the
Trenton-based New Jersey Catholic
Conference (NJCC) urged Trenton law-
makers to adopt the findings of the New
Jersey Death Penalty Study Commission,
which called for the abolition of the state’s
death penalty. The commission issued its
executive report on Jan. 2. Archbishop
John J. Myers is the president of the
NJCC, while Patrick R. Brannigan serves
as executive director.)

T he Catholic Advocate, the flagship newspaper of the Advocate Publishing Corp.,
is proud to trumpet its editorial mission as part of the celebration of Catholic

Press Month in February.
This national campaign is a time for publishers, advertisers and readers to take stock of

the many noteworthy Catholic newspapers, broadcasters, magazines, books, Web sites and
newsletters throughout North America. We are proud to be part of this journalism sector.

Since it was founded more than 50 years ago, the mandate for this newspaper has been
to educate, evangelize and inform its readers. The editorial mission includes conveying the
teachings of the Church as well as the
ministry of Archbishop John J. Myers,
who recently marked the 40th year of
his priesthood, his 20th year as a bishop
and his fifth year as the leader of the
Archdiocese of Newark.

The editorial mission also involves
serving our readers as a community
newspaper, reaching out to the peo-
ple of Bergen, Hudson, Essex and
Union counties to report on their
Catholic experience and how that
faith-based dynamic plays out in
the various aspects of their lives.
These are important stories to
tell. It’s why we drive to work
every morning.

Along with The Catholic
Advocate, the Advocate Publishing Corp.
serves readers in the Archdiocese of Newark through other
print products, such as the annual Directory and Almanac, our monthly
Spanish-language newspaper New Jersey Catolico, an assortment of newspaper special
sections and supplements, as well as various internal publications that support offices
within the archdiocese.

However, in order for us to sustain this mission, we need the support of our readers and
advertisers. Catholic Press Month is our one opportunity during the year to hoist this flag
and signal the importance of this campaign.

Unlike many diocesan newspapers, The Catholic Advocate is not a “mandated” publi-
cation. Today, more than ever, we need
the financial support of our readers to
fortify our business plan, as printing,
paper and mailing costs continue to
soar. As such, we ask that you
become a paid subscriber to this pub-

lication. It is a vote of confidence that
helps us in more ways than you can imagine. Subscription

revenues represent a key part of our current business plan.
In order to hold up our end of the bargain, we’ve re-engineered the newspaper during

the last 18 months with expanded coverage of local events and people, bigger and better
photographs, and improved graphics and page layouts.

Have we been successful? This is a tough, time-sensitive, subjective business and, as
they say, journalistic beauty is in the eye of the beholder. If nothing else, the deadlines,
reader feedback and business challenges keep us honest, humble and remind us that there
always is room for improvement.

We hope our supporters and critics, at the very least, respect the effort and spirit that
goes into putting out this publication. We do have a dedicated, hard-working staff com-
mitted to the mission. We also hope the fruits of our labor reflect the respect we have
for our readers.

There are two yardsticks that help us to measure our progress. The first is a steady
increase in the number of paid subscribers during the last two fiscal years (thank you!); the
second is the judgment our peers. Last year, The Catholic Advocate, New Jersey Catolico,
and the Directory and Almanac brought home seven awards from the annual Catholic
Press Association conference, which was held in Nashville, TN (see The Catholic
Advocate, June 7). The highlights included first place for “best regular special supplement”
and second place in the category of “general excellence” for North American diocesan
newspapers with a circulation in excess of 40,000.

In addition, throughout the year, we have more than a fair share of our stories picked
up by the prestigious Catholic News Service.

We ask that you support The Catholic Advocate and the Advocate Publishing Corp. as
we celebrate Catholic Press Month. Please give us a call at (973) 497-4200 or e-mail us at
advoads@rcan.org. We greatly appreciate your interest and your business. Thank you.

Church offers Lenten regulations

Editor,
Your Jan. 10th article highlighting P.J.

Pimpinelli’s battle with Type I diabetes
could not have come at a better time.

My nine-year-old son, Scott, was diag-
nosed with Type I diabetes less than a
month ago. While we are still adjusting to
life with this disease, we found P.J’s atti-
tude to be helpful and hopeful.

BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

The Catholic

Advocate

Help support our editorial mission
and celebrate Catholic Press Month

The Catholic Advocate welcomes letters
from readers. Due to space and time limits,
there is no guarantee that a letter will run.
Readers’ opinions do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the newspaper or the
Archdiocese. All letters must be typed, and
are subject to editing. Include name,
address and daytime telephone number.

Send to: The Catholic Advocate,
P.O. Box 9500, Newark, NJ 07104-0500
or email mielejos@rcan.org
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Orienting our world toward the service of the Lord

CFM puts the love of evangelization into practice
With Valentine’s Day right around the corner,

we naturally turn our thoughts to the roman-
tic side of love. Valentine cards and gifts are

frequently exchanged among those united in love or
who wish to be.

The Church even celebrates World Marriage Day
this weekend, to emphasize the importance of selfless
love between husband and wife.

Not far behind, this year, is the season of Lent. This
time of penitence, prayer and almsgiving reminds us
of the love of God for us as well as the call of God
to us to love Him above all things and our neighbors
as ourselves. 

When we live our faith in loving service, we evan-
gelize; we bring God’s message of mercy, care, and sal-
vation to life in the here and now. Most parishes offer
Lenten faith-sharing groups, devotions, and confes-
sions to get us in deeper touch with the call to evangel-
ize. More focused programs like “Disciples in
Mission” and “Why Catholic?” have already helped
many parish communities to grow in their appreciation
of what it means to evangelize.

Since 1983, however, our archdiocese has been
preparing committed Catholics for more dedicated
service in the Church. Our Ministerial Development
Center has prepared over 2,000 men and women
through its outstanding three-year process: Christian
Foundations for Ministry (CFM).

With accreditation from the Washington, D.C.-
based United States Catholic Conference of Bishops
(Web site: www.usccb.org) CFM offers a basic
overview, through prayer, instruction, discussion and
reflection, on topics such as Scripture, sacraments,

liturgy, morality, Church history, spirituality, evange-
lization, and community—all in the context of the
Documents of Vatican II, the Code of Canon Law,
and the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.

Far from being a dry
series of lectures, the CFM
process engages partici-
pants and instructors in
lively dialogue. One of the
superb features of the win-
ter cycle of the third year,
currently under way, is the
challenge for each member
or group of members to
plan an evangelization proj-
ect and then put it into prac-
tice. This helps concretize
in real ways all that they have learned.

Last year’s “graduates” came up with projects as
varied as discussion series on social concerns issues

Readings: Jer 17:5-8; Ps 1; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20;
Lk 6:17, 20-26.

P eople turn to the Scriptures for solace and conso-
lation. We are familiar with beautiful texts giving
comfort to the mourners and the afflicted.

Perhaps some are going to be shocked on Sunday
when they hear the opening sentence of the passage
from Jeremiah the prophet, who taught in Jerusalem
from 627 B.C. until after the city was destroyed in 586.

“Cursed is the man who trusts in human beings,
who seeks his strength in flesh (human nature), whose
heart turns away from the Lord” (17:5).

Jeremiah did not pronounce a condemnation of all
human relationships, which must be founded on trust.
Rather, in strong terms, he drew attention to the funda-
mental need in all situations: a single-hearted devotion
to God. The person who ignores God and thinks that all
can be accomplished through human effort and
alliances will miss the essential perspective to all cre-
ative activity: whatever is valuable eternally must be
grounded in charity.

Without judging the eternal destiny of entrepreneurs
whose life is ruined as their “empire” crumbles, one can-
not but think of this misplaced energy and talent as a
waste of gifts divinely bestowed for the purpose of
building a world oriented toward the service of the Lord. 

The link between Jeremiah’s poem and Psalm 1 was
noted long ago, so this gem is our response to the first
reading. The Psalmist answers our query: “How does
one keep the human heart steadfast in fidelity to God?”
The truly blessed or happy person not only avoids bad
company; the individual “delights in the Torah (Law)
of the Lord and meditates on his Torah day and night”

(Ps 1:2). It was from such intimacy with the heavenly
Father’s will that Jesus gained the profound insights
that His teachings convey.

Like the prophets and psalmists, Jesus proclaimed
that God would bring a reversal to human standards for

evaluating happiness and success in life. The poor
should indeed strive by all honest means to better their
lot, so that they will sense their innate dignity.
However, rather than envy the rich, they should allow
God to fill the vacuum of their lives with the divine
presence. This perspective of faith will make them
appreciate their intimacy with the King and share in
His reign.

The last of St. Luke’s beatitudes presents the para-
dox that Jesus’ message will provoke strong negative
reactions. Persecution may well come upon those who
live and teach His message. The pattern was known
from ancient times. “Thus it was that your fathers treat-
ed the prophets” (Lk 6:23).

Certainly Jeremiah was both ostracized and perse-
cuted for his proclamation of God’s Word. Later tradi-
tion maintained that he was stoned to death by the
rebels who dragged him off to Egypt. 

Quite naturally we hope to get along with our neigh-
bor, and not only do we want to be at peace, we’d also
like to be popular!  On tour during their heyday in the
1960s, the Beatles exulted: “We’re more popular than
Jesus!”  People who knew the Gospel were slightly
amused because the Lord never sought cheap acclaim
or the “rewards” it brings. Rather, He faithfully pur-
sued the path of fidelity to His Father’s will, no matter
what the cost.

If we wish to share in His promise of the Kingdom,
we must reflect on the ways in which the Gospel con-
tradicts aspects of our culture and then ask for the
strength to be witnesses to that teaching.

(Father Lawrence Frizzell is the director of the
Institute of Judaeo-Christian Studies at Seton Hall
University, South Orange.)

and scriptural themes, outreach to those in nursing
homes or shut-ins needing assistance in their own
homes, linking adults, youth and young adults, hosting
a movie afternoon with pertinent sharing afterwards,
conducting a reflection day for all parish ministers,
arranging a First Friday Eucharistic Devotion, and
establishing support groups for single mothers and for
people who recently lost a loved one to death.

Lessons learned include all the little details necessary to
start something new as well as the challenges of getting per-
missions, assistance, and participants. On the other hand, it
also reinforces the truth that each of us, either alone or with
others, can do something to bring the Good News of God’s
love to somebody else.

CFM meets in many parishes throughout the archdiocese.
Currently over 300 men and
women are participating. The
Spring Cycle will begin in
April. Contact Sister Virginia
Stanton at 973-497-4350, or
online at stantovi@rcan.org
for more information about
the upcoming possibilities.

Be it Valentine’s Day,
Ash Wednesday, today, or
any- day, may we never let
even one pass us by with-
out our having said or done
something to bring Christ’s
love to life anew.

(Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols is pastor of St. John the
Evangelist parish in Bergenfield, and archdiocesan vicar
for Pastoral Life.)

By Father Lawrence Frizzell

Sunday
Readings

6th Sunday 
of Ordinary Time

(Feb. 11, 2007)

The person who ignores God and
thinks that all can be accomplished
through human effort and alliances
will miss the essential perspective
to all creative activity: whatever 

is valuable eternally must be 
grounded in charity.

Christian Foundations for
Ministry offers an overview 
on topics such as Scripture, 

sacraments, liturgy, spirituality 
and Church history. 

The process engages participants
and instructors in lively dialogue.

By Rev. Msgr. 
Richard J. Arnhols

Seeing &
Believing
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ICS to host ‘hero’ retreat 

FROM THE FIRST
COMMUNITY—

During a recent visit
to the Archdiocesan

Center in Newark,
the first Neo-

Catechumenal
Community from St.

Anthony of Padua
Parish in Union City
made a donation to

the archdiocese.
Archbishop John J.

Myers (second from
right), accepted the
donation from (left

to right) Carolina
and Ramon Pabon

and Father Ilario
Crepaz, parish
administrator.

Cool city café offers ‘soul food’

SOUTH ORANGE—“How to Become a Spiritual
Hero,” a retreat sponsored by the Great Spiritual Books
Program of the Institute for Christian Spirituality,
Immaculate Conception Seminary (ICS), Seton Hall
University, will be held Saturday, Feb. 10.

Featured will be Father Dwight Longenecker,
founder of the “Ordinary Hero” program used by chap-
lains and leadership trainers to enhance team building
and inspire decision-making. 

The retreat will run from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in
Lewis Hall. The $15 cost includes lunch. To register or
for more information contact Gregory Glazov, D. Phil.,
ICS Great Spiritual Books program coordinator, or
Deborah Kurus, Institute for Christian Spirituality, at
kurusdeb@shu.edu or (973) 313-6329. 

Father Longenecker graduated from Bob Jones
University with a degree in Speech and English before
continuing to Oxford University, where he studied
theology. He became ordained as an Anglican priest
in England. He and his family later converted to

Catholicism and moved back to the United States, where
he worked in Catholic television and as a freelance
writer for Catholic magazines, papers and journals.

His experiences led him to develop the Ordinary Hero
program to help prisoners in resettlement programs.
Others became interested in Ordinary Hero and with their
help, Father Longenecker developed another program:
“Working Hero.” He was ordained as a Catholic priest
and now writes, speaks and consults. Father Longenecker
has written articles for publications in the United States,
England and Ireland. His best-selling book, The Path to
Rome: Modern Journeys to the Catholic Faith, is about
modern day conversions to Catholicism. 

Immaculate Conception Seminary School of
Theology started the Institute for Christian Spirituality in
order to provide a center where those already in ministry
or those considering a vocation to ministry may obtain a
solid foundation in their faith, learn effective skills in
pastoral ministry and leadership, and be given tools for
discernment and spiritual growth.

Marco Crincoli, singer/songwriter/producer,
performs with singer/songwriter and Catholic
Café founder Theresa Rivezzo. 

“Although the Catholic Café is a great place to
lounge, more is in the works. In keeping with the spirit
of engaging the community through the arts and a re-
engagement of Catholicism with the arts, multiple
events are being organized,” Rivezzo said.

JERSEY CITY—In the basement of St. Mary
Parish, past the long rows of cafeteria tables and a stage,
is a non-descript door. Behind it is the Catholic Café
where art, music and spirituality nurture the soul.

Founded recently by artist/songwriter Theresa
Rivezzo, Catholic Café is meant “to be a sort of haven
for local Catholics to congregate, perform, engage in
conversation and share in the arts.”

The next program at the café, slated for Saturday,
Feb. 10 at 7:30 p.m., will feature a guest speaker and
Christian music will revolve around the theme “Facing
the Truth About Valentine’s Day.”

The venue debuted on the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception in December. Michael Pfeiffer played a set
of original steel guitar selections. Others read original
poetry, video artist Delmira Valladares made a presen-
tation, artwork was on display and original music was
played—all to a packed house.

Michael Armstrong serves as graphic artist for
Catholic Café. Local documentary filmmaker Justin
Strawhand is organizing a film series. A lecture series is
planned that will address such topics as environmental
and social justice and Catholicism and the arts. 

The Catholic Café is located at 219 3rd St. next to
the parish rectory. St. Mary has been merged into the
Parish of the Resurrection.

Pope Benedict XVI

The 
Pope

Speaks

Spreading the Gospel

‘Pope’s preacher’
to lead SHU forum
on Ash Wednesday

SOUTH ORANGE—Renowned Capuchin Friar
Raniero Cantalamessa, the preacher to the papal household,
will lead “An Evening of Spiritual Renewal” on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 7:30 p.m. at Seton Hall University
(SHU), Walsh Gymnasium. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. 

Co-sponsored by People of Hope, a Catholic charismatic
community (Web site: www.peopleofhope.net) the event
is open to the public, but seating is limited. Call (973)
378-2600 for information.

In addition to the SHU forum, Father Cantalamessa will
lead “AMorning of Spiritual Renewal for Priests” on Thursday
morning, Feb. 22, at St. Philomena Parish, Livingston.
Archbishop John J. Myers will meet with him that day.

Widely considered one of the world’s pre-eminent speak-
ers on Catholic spiritual life, Father Cantalamessa has served
as preacher to the pope and “the papal household” since 1980.
He delivers a weekly meditation during Advent and Lent, in
the presence of the Holy Father, cardinals and bishops of the
Roman Curia, and the general superiors of religious orders.
He also hosts a weekly television program in Italy.

The author of many books and articles, Father Cantalamessa
was formerly a professor of early Christian history and direc-
tor of the Religious Sciences Department of the Catholic
University of the Sacred Heart in Milan. In addition to being
a scholar of international renown, Father Cantalamessa is a
deeply spiritual priest who has for decades guided numerous
spiritual formation sessions and retreats.

He experienced a spiritual reawakening in 1977, “the
grace of a new Pentecost,” at a People of Hope conference
in Convent Station. 

Advocate photo – Ward Miele
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Dear brothers and sisters, 

In today’s catechesis, we consider three of the most impor-
tant companions of St. Paul in his missionary preaching of the
Gospel: Barnabas, Silas and Apollos. Barnabas, a native of
Cyprus, was among the first to accept the Gospel, and he
defended before the Jerusalem community the sincerity of
Paul’s conversion. He accompanied Paul on his first mis-
sionary journey, took part in the Council of Jerusalem
(cf. Acts 15) and later, after separating from Paul, accompa-
nied the young John Mark to preach in Cyprus. 

Silas, also known as Silvanus, was a Jew from Jerusalem
and a respected member of the early community, entrusted
with communicating the decisions of the Council of
Jerusalem to the Christians of Antioch. He was of great help
to Paul on his second missionary journey, both in Macedonia
and in Corinth. 

Apollos, despite his pagan name, was a devout Jew from
Alexandria and known as a powerful preacher and teacher in
the communities of Ephesus and Corinth.

Reflecting on the example of these three great co-workers
of the apostle Paul, dedicated to the Lord and his good news,
may we be inspired to a deeper faith in Christ and an ever-
more-generous commitment to the spread of the Gospel.
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Father Chica, parochial vicar at St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish in Elizabeth, sees the spring break trips
as “an opportunity to make a difference; an opportunity to
give one’s whole self without reservation” to a cause.
Reflecting on the trips to his native country, he has been
struck by the relationships that are established. That is
especially so with the children who, he said, “are given
hope.” It is important too, Father Chica continued, to realize
that the young volunteers gain a “different perspective
on their lives and the future.” 

Father Joseph Chapel, associate dean of the Immaculate
Conception School of Theology on the SHU campus, has
made every El Salvador trip. The experience, he explained,
is valuable because for “the first time” it exposes the stu-
dents to “hardship and the unfairness in the world” while
empowering them to realize “they can do something instead
of doing nothing.”

El Salvador, the smallest nation in  Central America with
a population of 7 million, saw its share of political instabil-
ity, military dictators, assassinations and death squads in the
second half of the 20th century. Many of the country’s trou-
bles today are a direct legacy of that turmoil.

Community service, Father Chapel said, “springs from
faith.” Going to El Salvador, he continued, is tangible
“engagement” with the volunteers’ Catholic faith.
Encountering suffering people Father Chapel went on, gives
the students the unique chance to “experience their inner-
spirit.” Such volunteer service “avoids the pitfalls of cyni-
cism and indifference,” Father Chapel concluded.

One of those students was SHU senior Katie
Rauch-Sasseen who worked at the Catholic orphan-
age. She called it “the best experience of my life. I

left a piece of myself there.”
She decided to go to El Salvador, because “I wanted to

experience something new. Community service gives me
a better understanding of the world. It has definitely
strengthened my faith.”

Another senior, Michael Loeven, has been to El
Salvador twice. He went in 2004 and again last year. “A
powerful experience” is how he described it. Loeven
worked at the public orphanage, saying that living condi-
tions were “not the greatest” and often resulting in an emo-
tional “roller-coaster.”

Whenever the Seton Hall volunteers are in El
Salvador, Sheridan pointed out, they inquire about imme-

diate needs. The first trip resulted in the students raising
funds to fix a bus for the Catholic orphanage. The next
time the SHU visitors were told the nursing home resi-
dents sitting near the back of the dining area always got
cold food because there was no way to keep it warm, so
the SHU group obtained heating trays. The third time,
Sister Dora, who runs the Catholic orphanage said there
was a need for roofing and food cabinets. Once again
that need was met.

An especially touching situation developed when Sister
Dora expressed serious concern over the psychological wel-
fare of the orphans. The youngsters, she explained initially
to Sheridan, don’t know love, are affected by their sur-
roundings and have “a huge sense” of abandonment. The
cost for a professional to come to the orphanage was $3 a
day that the Sisters could not afford, plus there was no build-
ing for the treatment to take place. 

Hearing that, the SHU volunteers swung into action. Last
summer they raised the $10,000 needed for a building and
more so that the psychological profession’s fee would be
covered. In November a two-story structure was built. In
recognition of all that the SHU visitors have done the new
building was named the Mother Seton Psychological Center.

Two months ago Sheridan along with Father Chica
and Father Chapel went to El Salvador for the ribbon cut-
ting that took place Dec. 8—the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception. Officiating at the ceremony was  Most Rev.
Luis Morao, the auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Santa
Ana, and “overseer” of the orphanage.

Sister Dora, she added, came up to her “with tears in her
eyes” to express gratitude. The impact of such a facility, in
Sheridan’s estimation, “will never be able to be measured.”

Father Chica, who celebrated Mass prior to the ribbon
cutting, called the Seton Hall program “the Catholic faith in
action.” The students, he added, “learn from each other and
learn from the poor.”

Continued from page 1

SHU volunteers

Children play at the La Aldea Infantil San Antonio orphan-
age. Katie Rauch-Sasseen said working at the Catholic
orphanage was “the best experience of my life. The kids
gave me more than I gave them.”
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CHART YOUR FUTURE.
CHANGE YOUR LIFE.

Learn the art and science of caring at the

School of Graduate Medical Education

In response to the broadening demand for health

professionals and leaders, each of our degree programs

integrates technologically up-to-date information with

clinically oriented coursework for you to pursue your

ultimate health career goal.

Visit us.
gradmeded.shu.edu

400 South Orange Avenue
South Orange, NJ 07079
phone: (973) 275-2800
Email: gradmeded@shu.edu
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ORADELL—For the past nine years,
Saint Joseph School music teacher Linda
Mason has shared her love of music
with the entire student body in the
classroom and at Christmas pageants
and spring concerts.

Her mother, Dorothy Stewart, gave her
the opportunity to learn the piano at an
early age. Not only did she play hymns for
her mother’s Sunday school classes, she
also played for the different youth services.
Mason continues to play at parish Masses
and various school celebrations.

She purchased hand chimes and pri-
mary level hand bells for the music

Music teacher nurtures her
love of music with students

Music teacher Linda Mason leads a practice session of the chime choir.
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program in memory of her mother. She
wanted to pass along to her students the
gift her mother had given her.

The students have been perfecting
their skills and play beautifully. A club
was formed and its members practice dur-
ing their lunchtime.

“Having the Chime Choir present at
our spiritual and musical programs has
enriched our lives,” explained colleague
Fran Fudali. “The entire school commu-
nity at Saint Joseph School is blessed to
be the recipient of two generations of
music lovers,” added Vice Principal
Sylvia Cosentino.
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HISPANIC STEWARDSHIP DAY
The Archdiocese of Newark Presents

HISPANIC STEWARDSHIP DAY
Free Admission

No Registration Required
Lunch Included

All Talks Will Be in Spanish
Learn How to Increase Your Spirituality While Helping Your Parish Grow

•How to be a True Steward in the Vineyard of the Lord
•Evangelization and Stewardship in Your Parish
•Using Our Hispanic Heritage to be Authentic American Stewards

For Additional Information, call Monica Bernardes at (973)497-4104

10 am to 2:30 pm
Archdiocesan Center

171 Clifton Avenue, Newark

Saturday, March 24, 2007
Featured Speakers

Father John Galeano Father Juan Luis CalderónLiliana Soto

El Día de la Mayordomía en Español
La Arquidiócesis de Newark Presenta

El Día de la Mayordomía en Español
Entrada gratis

No necesita inscribirse

Almuerzo
incluido

Todas las charlas serán en español
Aprende a ser más espiritual a la vez que ayudas a tu parroquia a crecer

• Como ser un verdadero mayordomo en la viña del Señor.
• La Evangelización y la Mayordomía.
• Nuestra herencia hispana al servicio de la Iglesia en Estados Unidos.

Para más información, llamar a Mónica Bernardes al (973)497-4104

Sábado, 
24 de marzo de 2007

De 10am a 2.30pm

Centro Arquidiocesano
171 Clifton Avenue, Newark
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SMA traces its service to Black Catholic community

Asymposium on Black
Catholics, part of a year-
long commemoration of

the 150th anniversary of the
Society of African Missions (SMA
Fathers), was held last November
at Saint Peter’s College in Jersey
City (see The Catholic Advocate,
Dec. 20, 2006).

The event featured talks by
three priests: Rev. Abu Cole,
SMA; Rev. Cyprian Davis,
O.S.B.; and Rev. Giles Conwill
from the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
The conference also marked
SMA’s 100-year anniversary of
the establishment of the Catholic
Church in the African nation of
Liberia and the 100 years of serv-

ice to the Black Catholic commu-
nity in the United States.

Father Cole, a SMApriest from
Liberia living in Tenafly, discussed
the formation of the society in
Lyon, France, by Bishop Melchior
de Marion-Bresillac during a mis-
sion assignment to Sierre Leone
in West Africa.

The missionaries faced many
trials, he said, noting that Bishop
de Marion-Bresillac and his ini-
tial six companions all died of
yellow fever.

Father Cole also discussed the
Church’s desire to form a ministry
to Blacks in the United States. The
SMA—under the leadership of
Father Ignatius Lissner and at the
invitation of the Holy See—ac-
cepted this challenge. From 1908-
1913, with the help of Saint

Katherine Drexel, the society
opened and maintained six parish-
es and schools at various sites in
the diocese of Savannah, GA.

The SMA also was active in
establishing parishes in East St.
Louis, California and Arizona,
along with a seminary in Tenafly,
which serves as the current loca-
tion of the SMA’s American
Provincial headquarters. The
SMA’s American Province was
formally established in 1941 with
Father Lissner as its first provin-
cial superior. The goal in establish-
ing the Tenafly seminary was to
prepare both indigenous and non-
indigenous priests to work on the
missions to Blacks in the south. 

Father Davis, a professor of
Church History at St. Meinrads
Abby, IN, and the author of
many books, including the criti-
cally acclaimed History of
Black Catholics In The United
States, focused on three women
of African descent—Mother
Theodore Williams, Mathilda
Beasley and Mother Emma
Lewis (“Three Women Against
All Odds”).

Mother Theodore was the first
superior of “the Handmaids of the
Most Pure Heart of Mary,” a com-
munity of African-American

BY DEACON KEITH MCKNIGHT
Special to The Catholic Advocate

Deacon Keith McKnight

Sisters that was established in
Georgia by Father Lissner.

Father Davis explained that
this community, under the direc-
tion of Mother Williams, grew
slowly and suffered because of
racism and political backlash. He
said the situation became so bad
that the sisters were forced to
move to their current home, which
is in the Harlem section of New
York City.

The second woman Father
Davis discussed was a Mathilda
Beasley, who died in Savannah be-
fore the arrival of Father Lissner.
“She was a leader and a guide.
Like Mother Theodore she

worked in Georgia, but unlike
Mother Theodore, her work
failed.” Mother Beasley suffered
financial hardships that were too
great for her to overcome and she
died in 1903 without truly realiz-
ing her dream, Father Davis said.

The last woman that Father
Davis discussed was Emma
Lewis, a lay African-American
woman who converted to
Catholicism. Mother Lewis
worked among Black Catholics
in Philadelphia and eventually
moved to Atlantic City where she
helped to establish the mission of
St. Monica and also the Knights
of Saint John.

Father Conwill, a professor of
History at Morehouse College in
Atlanta, discussed the spirituality
that can be found among peoples
of African descent. He described
the African Diaspora (the slave
trade) and how the transplanted
Africans brought their culture with
them to the Americas.

He said many of the African
styles of worship still exist. Father
Conwill cited the cathartic shout
(Alleluia); the call and response
pattern in songs and preaching; the
emphasis on percussive rhythm;
possession by the Holy Spirit; and
choreographed choir singing
(swaying side to side), all of which
can be found in many African-
American Catholic Churches.

(Editor’s note: Deacon Keith
McKnight is the vocation director
for the SMA Fathers, American
Province; Web site: www.smafa
thers.org/smahtml/usprovince.html.
Located at 23 Bliss Ave., Tenafly,
Father Thomas Wright serves as
the provincial superior. The
SMA American Province has 34
priests and more than a dozen
lay missionaries in the African
nations of Liberia, Ghana,
Kenya, and Tanzania, as well as
throughout the United States.
Deacon McKnight, who serves
at Christ The King Parish in
Jersey City, organized and mod-
erated the November forum at
Saint Peter’s College.) 
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“Salute to Black History”

60 - Park Place, Suite 206
Newark, N.J 07102

DAVID HEASLEY WEINER
President
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Church of Saint Gabriel 
the Archangel
Saddle River

Our prayerful salute

during 

Black History Month

St. Catherine of Siena
Church

Cedar Grove

QUEEN OF PEACE HIGH SCHOOL
National School of Excellence

“Salutes”
Black History Month

There are many special blessings with our 
values-infused education. Our doors are open to 

serious students and families!

191 Rutherford Place
North Arlington, NJ 07031

(201) 998-8227
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BLESSED SACRAMENT EVENTS—Blessed Sacrament School, Newark, will hold a Black History
Program for students and parents on Feb. 23, 6 p.m. In other events celebrating Black History Month,
the school will host an ethnic luncheon on Feb. 16, and a dinner for parents and the community on
Feb. 19 at 6 p.m. Students this month will create a “Power Point” presentation on famous African-
American leaders and inventors. Alice Terrell is the principal of Blessed Sacrament. Contact the
school, located on 600 Clinton Ave., at (973) 824-5859 for more information on the various events.

PROUD OF OUR
HERITAGE—Students
at Sacred Heart
Vailsburg School, 24
Hazelwood Ave.,
Newark, performed in
a special “Proud of
Our Heritage” assem-
bly program on Jan.
30, which kicked off
the school’s celebra-
tion of Black History
Month. Students also
created artistic posters
that highlighted the ac-
complishments of
African-American lead-
ers. Brother Patrick
Byrne, O.A.R., is the
principal of Sacred
Heart School, which
has served the
Greater Newark com-
munity for more than
110 years.

MostSacred Heart of Jesus School
6 Bond Street, Wallington, New Jersey 07057

Tel. (973)777-4817 Fax (973)777-4982 www.mshschool.org
E-mail: mostsacredheartschool@comcast.net

School Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on days school is in session

With a Most Sacred Heart of Jesus School Education:
your child will be prepared to meet the challenges of life and
respond to the needs of the present and future community.

Open House 
Feb. 14 and 15 (6:30-8:00 P.M.)
March 11, 2007 (1:30-3:00 P.M.) 

Registration is any time during Open House or School Office Hours

Our School Family
Includes Students From:

Wallington, Garfield, Passaic,
Clifton, Wayne, Little Ferry, Lodi,

Carlstat, Rutherford,
East Rutherford, Little Falls,

Lincoln Park, Haledon

Curriculum
Religion
Math

Science
Social Studies
Language Arts

Reading/Literature

Music
Art

Italian
Computer

Physical Education
Library

MSH

AT PARAMUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
WE ARE PROUD OF OUR TALENTED,

MULTI-CULTURAL STUDENT BODY.

WWEE CCEELLEEBBRRAATTEE BBLLAACCKK HHIISSTTOORRYY MMOONNTTHH WWIITTHH EENNTTHHUUSSIIAASSMM AANNDD HHOOPPEE

425 Paramus Road • Paramus, New Jersey 07652
201-445-4466 • Fax 201-445-6440

A caring, co-educational community of faith - distinctive and diverse
responding to the changing needs of students.

Where Religious Foundations Meet Academic
Excellence, An Extensive Activity Program and 

A Winning Athletic Tradition
For More Information ¥ Call  (201)  391-3300

Saint Joseph 
Regional High School
Montvale, New Jersey

“Salutes Black History Month”

The Events of Our Past
Shape the Contours of our Future

The Office of Black Catholic Affairs
Archdiocese of Newark

Promote and Support
Black History Month

St. Mary Star of the Sea
Church
Bayonne

St. Vincent De Paul
Church
Bayonne

Church of St. Mary
Closter

Holy Spirit & Our
Lady Help of Christian

Church
East Orange

St. Cecilia Church
Englewood

Holy Trinity Church
Fort Lee

Our Lady of
Czestochowa 

Church
Harrison

Photos courtesy of respective schools

Our Lady of
Sorrows Church

Kearny

Our Lady of
Lourdes Church

West Orange

May we never forget those 
who preceded us and made

the world a better place 
for all His people 

BBllaacckk  HHiissttoorryy  MMoonntthh  
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Queen of Angels School to honor
African-American leaders, heroes

NEWARK—Queen of Angels
School will hold its annual prayer
service to celebrate Black
History Month on Feb. 28, pre-
sented by students under the di-
rection of seventh grade teacher
Dorothy Chandler.

Students will portray the
lives of past and contemporary
African-American leaders and
heroes who made significant
contributions to American soci-
ety and culture. Students also
will also perform a liturgical

dance to honor their ancestors.
Everlyn Hay has served as the

principal of Queen of Angels
school since 1999 (see The
Catholic Advocate, Jan. 25, 2006).

In addition to the prayer serv-
ice, this month four Queen of
Angels students—sixth graders
Diamond Plowden and Khalil
Dismuke; seventh graders Taliah
Jeffers and Bianca Terry—will
participate in the annual
Friendship Basketball Tournament
Weekend. The four students are
among 30 players throughout the
country who have been invited to
participate in the tournament,
which will be held from Feb. 9 to
11 in Highwood, IL. The Network
Youth Basketball Association
sponsors the event.

Queen of Angels Parish last
year celebrated a special Mass in
remembrance of Coretta Scott
King, a champion of the Civil
Rights movement in the 1960s
and the wife of slain Civil Rights
leader Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. (see The Catholic Advocate,
March 8, 2006).

Father Evans
to speak at
Peter Claver

MONTCLAIR—Father Larry
Evans a parochial vicar at Our
Lady of Mercy Parish, Jersey City,
will be the guest celebrant at Saint
Peter Claver Parish on Sunday,
Feb. 25. The 11 a.m. Mass will
conclude Saint Peter Claver’s cel-
ebration of Black History Month.

A reception in the parish’s
Martin Luther King Hall, in honor
of Father Evans, will follow the
Mass.

A member of the Archdiocesan
Stewardship Advisory Committee,
Father Evans holds masters
degrees in Divinity and Systemat-
ic Theology. He completed his
seminary studies at Immaculate
Conception Seminary at Seton
Hall University, South Orange. 

During the month of February
Saint Peter Claver’s church bul-
letins will include special sections
highlighting the notable achieve-
ments of African-Americans. The
parish also will set up exhibits that
illustrate the contributions of its
early members. In addition, stu-
dents in the parish’s Religious
Education Program will learn
about Black Saints.  

Remembering the Past
Looking toward 

the Future.
Celebrate Black History with us.
Sunday Feb. 25, 2007 @ 11a.m.
Special Guest Rev. Larry Evans56 Elmwood Ave., Montclair

Rev. José I. Gamba, Pastor

St. Paul Travel Club
Presents

14 days/13 nights
September 27th thru October 10, 2007

from Bayonne to Canada/New England
on the Celebrity Cruises “Constellation”

TRAVEL BUREAU INC.

341 Central Ave. • Jersey City, NJ 07207
(201) 543-1600 • Fax (201) 653-0735 • Book online: www.dctravel.com

Cruise Includes: All meals daily. Nightly entertainment, fitness center,
Celebrity Theatre, basketball, casino on board, Cirque du Soleil lounge

& boutique. Passport required.
Not Included: Gratuities, travel insurance (highly recommended, from

$99 per person).

Port taxes & gov.’t fees $229 per person included. Prices pp based
on dble occupancy. Rates subject to change. Send $500 pp to hold

reservation. Final payment due July 1, 2007. Make check
payable to DC Travel Bureau, Inc. Space in limited.

Inside Cabin
$1908

Outside Cabin
$2108

Picture Window
$2708

The heritage of a people...

His people

Celebrating 

Black History Month

Holy Family Church 
Mount Carmel Church 

Good Shepherd Academy
Nutley

For peace and an end to war.

For harmony 

and an end to racism.

For prayer and an end to strugle.

SS. Peter and Paul Church
Hoboken

In honor of those
who showed us the

way, with faith,
courage and 
perseverence

Notre Dame Church
North Caldwell

5400 Grays Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19143
(215) 724-1700 • Fax (215) 724-3313

Celebrating 
the spirit and 

accomplishments of all 
African-Americans

A Prayerful 
Rememberance

during 
Black History Month

from the 
Parish Family 

of
St. Lucy’s Church,

Newark

A Tribute 
to

Black History Month
from 

St. John’s Church
Newark
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P I S C AT A WA Y — T h e
Archdiocese of Newark, in con-
junction with three other NJ dioce-
ses, is co-sponsoring a special
trauma recovery program known
as “ A Faith-Based Response to
Childhood Abuse and Neglect.”

The program, sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Newark and the
dioceses of Camden, Metuchen
and Trenton, will be held here
on Friday, March 9, 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., at the St. John Neumann
Pastoral Center of the Diocese
of Metuchen, 146 Metlars Lane.

Sharon G. Froom, MA, LLP,
and Rev. Kenneth W. Schmidt,
JCD, MA, LLPC, co-founders of a
trauma recovery program in the
Diocese of Kalamazoo, MI, will be
the featured speakers at the event.

A trauma recovery program
encourages effective living in the
present rather than recovery from
repressed memories, according to
event organizers. The program’s
goal is to help individuals improve
their functioning by helping them

to stabilize using new tools learned
in a group setting. This therapy
model helps identify conflicts and
unlearn specific distortions relat-
ed to the affects of trauma. The
model also teaches the impor-
tance of understanding the effects
of trama and why it continues.

AREA—The Archdiocese of
Newark, on Ash Wednesday,
Feb. 21, will conduct a special
collection at all masses to sup-
port the Archdiocesan Priests’
Retirement Fund.

Archbishop John J. Myers has
authorized the collection to sup-
port the fund, which helps pro-
vides a modest retirement benefit
to archdiocesan priests.

Pastors will read a letter from
the archbishop to parishioners at
masses during the weekend of
Feb. 17 and 18, which will explain
the importance of the fund.

Collection set
Feb. 21 to aid
special fund

Registration details are avail-
able online at www.dioceseoftren-
ton.org (click on “events”), or call
Maureen Fitzsimmons at (732)
747-9660, ext. 110 for more infor-
mation. The registration fee in-
cludes a continental breakfast,
lunch and the workshop manual.

Piscataway workshop, slated March 9,
will examine childhood trauma, abuse

Recommended by 
G. Armaini, Hummel/Gobel, Austin Galleries

Serving the Archdiocese of Newark
Est. 1995 • Free Estimates

By appointment only

Restore and Repair 
Church and Home Religious

Statuary
All statuette

Collectables • Wall hangings
Lamps • Religious articles

Rosaries • Antiques • Plaster
Porcelain • Pottery

Certified Mosaic Restorations
We now fix Swarovski Crystal

figurines!

Restorations by Patricia
(973) 235-0234

Before you put your
Nativities away, call and

ask about our 
refinishing services.
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The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
…A Pontifical Mission Society

www.worldmissions-catholicchurch.org

� Please send information on your Gift Annuity Program
For the Church in the Missions today, I enclose...

� $100     � $50     � $25     � $10     � Other $_______
Name_______________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________State__________Zip__________

Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
when writing or changing your will.

“The help received from the
Propagation of the Faith is 
literally our ‘lifeline,’” says one
seminary rector in India.
Although the seminarians
grow most of their own food
and their parents are able to
offer some financial assistance,
these students would not be

able to prepare to serve their people as priests
without help offered through the Propagation of
the Faith. “Daily the seminarians pray for the great
sacrifices made for them,” says another rector in that
country. “We continue to ask God to bless you and
the important contribution you make toward the
Church in India.”

With God’s grace and your help, young men who hear 
Christ’s call to follow Him as priests may respond
“Yes!” well into the future. Through a Gift Annuity
with the Propagation of the Faith, you can help the
future missionary work of the Church and benefit as
well. A Gift Annuity with the Propagation of the
Faith can provide you with income for your 
lifetime at a favorable rate of return. Please 
write for information; your inquiry will be kept 
in confidence.

�

Rev. Msgr. John E. Kozar, National Director 
366 Fifth Ave., NY, NY 10001

You’re invited
Book Signing Party

with Rev. Albert Holtz, O.S.B.
author of

“Pilgrim Road: A Benedictine Journey Through Lent”
Tuesday Feb. 13, 2007   7:45 p.m.

This year take a 
“Benedictine journey through Lent” 

Tuesday Evening Discussions in Lent:
using daily reflection questions

from “Pilgrim Road”

Feb. 27, 2007   7:45 p.m.
March 6, 2007   7:45 p.m.

March 13, 2007   7:45 p.m.
March 20, 2007   7:45 p.m.
March 27, 2007   7:45 p.m.

All evenings begin with 7:00 Sung Vespers
with the monks in St. Mary’s Church

Discussion sessions in 
St. Benedict’s Prep Dining Hall

Secure Parking behind St. Mary’s Church
For information call 973-792-5751

Scuttlebutts
★★★ The Record     ★★1/2 The Star Ledger

Open 7 Days
Specials Featured Daily

The finest Gourmet creations especially prepared 
for you by Michael Fitzsimons “our chef”

formerly of the Ryland Inn & The Frog & Peach

Gift Certificates… The Perfect Gift Idea, Always Available

400 Centre Street • Nutley, NJ • 973-661-2026

Sunday Brunch
11:30 - 3:00

Wednesday
Prime Rib

Monday
Pasta

WWoommeenn’’ss  DDaayy  ooff  RReefflleeccttiioonn::

TToo  JJeessuuss  TThhrroouugghh  MMaarryy
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2244,,  22000077

8:30 a.m. – noon
(light breakfast will be served)

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Center
60 Byrd Avenue, Bloomfield

GGuueesstt  ssppeeaakkeerr::
DDrr..  DDiiaannnnee  TTrraafflleett

Associate Dean, Immaculate Conception
Seminary School of Theology

Co-Director, Institute for Christian Spirituality
Please call the parish center 

to preregister by. Feb. 20 (973-338-9190)
(Donations accepted at the door.)

INSPIRATIONAL - EDUCATIONAL

CATHOLIC SPEAKER
DAY OF RECOLLECTION • COMMUNION BREAKFAST • K OF C

Ty Agosta  201-933-8967
(Former host of Catholic Radio)

Some Popular Talks: Proud to be Catholic, Our Lady,
The Holy Eucharist

“Making The Faith Come Alive!”

CAPUCHIN JOURNEYSCAPUCHIN JOURNEYS
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210 West 31st Street,New York,NY 10001-2876
P. (212) 564-0759 X268

More information on the web at:www.HandUpWorks.org

Lourdes/Fatima April 9-16 $1,945
Holy Land March 7-17 $2,075
Medjugorje March 27-April 5 $1,695
Franciscan Italy October 2-9 $1,975
Lourdes/Paris/Lisieux    October (dates to be determined) $1,945
Poland/Prague         October (dates to be determined) $1,975
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Archdiocese to laud labor,
business leaders March 6

‘CLASSROOM CARES’—Third, fourth and sixth grade students at St. James the Apostle
School in Springfield read over 300 books as part of “Classroom Cares,” a competition spon-
sored by The Scholastic Foundation. The foundation will donate 300 books to youngsters in
need in honor of St. James’ student readers. Representatives from each class (left to right),
Amanda Torres, Drew Casey, Christina Sanciangco, Justin McCoy, Antonio Trapani and
Vanessa Jules, proudly display their individual certificate of achievement and giving.

NEWARK—August and Gary LoBue, co-principals of FAPS Inc. of
Port Newark, and Thomas J. Manning, president of the New Jersey State
Association of Pipe Trades and business manager of the Steamfitters,
Pipefitters and Apprentices Local No. 475, will be honored at the
Newark Archdiocese’s 14th annual Business and Labor Recognition
Reception on Tuesday, March 6 at Mayfair Farms in West Orange.

“Each year the archbishop’s reception honors leaders from business
and labor who exemplify the finest example of integrity and service in
their communities,” William T. Mullen, reception chairman and presi-
dent of the New Jersey Building Trades Council, explained.

Proceeds from the event help support the Catholic Youth
Organization’s Youth and Young Adult Ministries and CYO Athletics. To
date, the annual event has raised more than $1.3 million.

“The LoBue brothers and Mr. Manning are people who know the
meaning of hard work, family values and a commitment to making their
communities better places in which to live,” Archbishop John J. Myers
said in announcing this year’s honorees.

FAPS Inc. is North America’s leading family-owned and operated au-
tomotive port processing company. Founded in 1956 by the LoBues’ fa-
ther, John, as Foreign Auto Preparation Service Inc., its roots were in
shops in and around the New York waterfront. Growing up in and around
the car business and the port continued for both brothers as they spent
weekends, holidays and summer vacation working with their father.

Gary graduated from Middlesex County College and Augie graduat-
ed from St. John’s University. Both returned to the family business,
which today employs more than 350 International Longshoreman
Association (ILA) personnel and handles more than 400,000 import and
export vehicles annually under contract from the world’s leading au-
tomakers, steamship companies and railroads.  

Two years ago the LoBues received the distinguished honor from the
Church as Knights of St. Gregory for their civic support in the
Archdiocese of Newark. They are recognized for the continuation of a
tradition their father started in maintaining the Port Chapel and inspira-
tion with the construction of the permanent location of the Stella Maris
Chapel, Apostolate of the Sea and Catholic ministry to the Maritime
Industry Community of the great Port of Newark and Elizabeth. 

As president of the New Jersey State Association of Pipe Trades,
Manning represents some 11,000 plumbers, pipefitters, sprinklefitters
and heating, ventilating and air-conditioning (HVAC) service mechan-
ics. He also serves as business manager of Steamfitters, Pipefitters and
Apprentices Local 475, which has some 1,400 members in Essex,
Union and Somerset counties.

Manning is a vice president of the New Jersey State Building and
Construction Trades, vice president of the Mechanical Allied Crafts
and an executive board member of the New Jersey State AFL-CIO. He
recently served on Gov. Jon Corzine’s Economic Development
Transition Team and serves on Congressman Frank Pallone’s Labor
Advisory Committee and on the School Construction Corporation
Board of Directors.

Contact Gerry Ricci-Menegolla, office manager at the Archdiocesan
Youth Retreat Center at (201) 998-0088, ext. 4154, for more infor-
mation on the reception or to order tickets. Mayfair Farms is located
at 481 Eagle Rock Ave.
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Chapman
Schinestuhl
& Swick

• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING 

• OIL TO GAS 
CONVERSIONS

• EMERGENCY SERVICE 
• VIDEO

PIPE INSPECTIONS

36 North Ave East
Cranford, NJ

908.276.1320

William Schinestuhl-
NJ Plumbing Lic. #6073

Thomas Swick- 
NJ Plumbing Lic. # 6848

Serving Central
NJ for 70 Years
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March for Life rally
The passion and persistence of

the younger generation was evi-
dent to Sister Marilyn Minter,
campus minister at Immaculate
Conception High School in Lodi.
Traveling with 28 girls, Sister
Marilyn experienced first-hand
the fire in the hearts of young peo-
ple for life. 

“This was my second time
going to the march with the
school. There were so many
youth and young adults that are
committed to life. The power of
life and the belief that God is life
was impressive.”

Sister Marilyn believes that the
philosophies of Pope John Paul II
encouraged youth to participate in
the pro-life cause. “John Paul II’s
Gospel of life and the energy of the
new evangelization and reverence
and passion for life still resonates
with young people.”

The group of young women all
wrote letters to New Jersey’s sena-
tors in support of life. “We went to
the senators’ offices and dropped
off the letters. The people in their
offices were very kind.” Along
with letters, the group prayed an
international rosary and sang “We
are One Body” while walking to
Capitol Hill.

“It really touched my soul and
it was wonderful that we could do
this as Catholics. We don’t stand
up enough for life. Our bishops are
doing an incredible job in New

Jersey. When (people) say young
people don’t care, it makes a state-
ment that they are here marching. I
think it’s cool to be Catholic right
now. Our archdiocese should be
proud,” Sister Marilyn said.

Immaculate Conception High
School senior Kelly Roleson, 17,
one of the young people from the
archdiocese who attended the
march, saw a newfound energy at
the rally. “This was my second
time going and people seemed
more into it this year. It was very
upbeat and the march had a great
spirit. People were holding ban-
ners and chanting and singing.
People love life and know that it is
a gift from God.”

As a teenager, Roleson is in the
forefront of the Right to Life

issue. “I am very pro-life and I be-
lieve abortion is not the right thing
to do. I feel that one person can
make a difference.” While at the
rally, Roleson and her friends
came up with a phrase that
summed up their beliefs on abor-
tion; “It’s not about you; it’s not
about me—it’s about life.”

Father Joseph Meagher, direc-
tor of the archdiocesan Respect
Life Office and a parochial vicar
at Saint John the Apostle Parish,
Linden, welcomes the increased
presence of youth to the March
for Life. “Young people have ex-
perienced the emptiness and have
tasted society and found it want-
ing,” he observed. “Some have
seen the effect abortion has had
on their friends and have experi-
enced the suffering themselves
and can see the perspective of

abortion survivors. There are
enough people that have bought
the lie of choice and are suffering
the consequences and are saying
‘that was a lie.’”

Although the march drew a
large crowd, Father Meagher—
who also serves as a columnist for
The Catholic Advocate—noticed a
lack of secular media coverage.

“The news did not cover it be-
cause in the heart of Americans,
the tide is changing. The
march is an encouragement
for those on the front line. To
see so many people of faith
coming out and saying that
they are not giving up on
God’s little ones and that we
are united is powerful.”

Continued from page 1

 

DEPART  JULY  15,  2007  WITH  FATHER  WALTER 
   

Canadian Rockies Tour 
Offers  ‘Cool’  Vacation

 
Join other Roman Catholics, and your chaplain, 

 Father Walter Grabowski, for the most “heavenly” sightseeing 
 in the most pristine and beautiful countryside in North America.

There’s more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours 
vacation.  You’ll spend a week in the Canadian Rockies and another week across 
the border in the American Northwest.  First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for 
a scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta.  In route you’ll visit Fargo and 
Bismarck, North Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you’ll visit the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police Academy.  Your time in the Canadian Rockies will 
include daily sight-seeing.  Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff National Park; 
Hoodoos; Bow Falls and Cascade Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia 
Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis Country; Waterton Lakes National Park 
and more!  Back in the U.S. you’ll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer’s 
battlefield at the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock and 
Calamity Jane’s Deadwood; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; 
legendary Badlands National Park and more!  We’ll handle your luggage; include 
13 nights hotel accommodations, motor-coach transportation, and take you on 
some of the most beautiful sight-seeing with unsurpassed scenery in North 
America.  Prices start at only $1148 per person, double occupancy including 
taxes.  Add $550 for round-trip airfare from Newark.  This will be Father Walter’s 
fourth trip as a Your Man Tours’ Catholic Chaplain.  He is pastor of Immaculate 
Conception Roman Catholic Church in Eden, New York.             

Space is limited.     $300 deposits are now due. 
For brochure, information, reservations and letter from Father 

Grabowski with his phone number, call 7 days a week: 
 

‘YOUR MAN’  TOURS   1-800-736-7300 
America’s First Choice for travel since 1967!

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
“Baby Isaac” was saved from 

abortion and born on 10-16-06. We strug-
gle to keep our prolife shelters open to
provide a choice for over 200 pregnant
women who call our hotline monthly.
Your contributions can help save many
of God’s innocent preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

For further information contact:

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157

Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277

Visit our websites:
www.severalsources.net
www.thechoicegame.org

www.chastitycall.org
All contributions are tax deductible.

Immaculate Conception
High School

“...forming young women of competence, compassion and commitment since 1915.”

celebrates Black History Month
Immaculate Conception High School recognizes and celebrates
the many achievements and contributions of African-American

women and men throughout history.

258 South Main Street, Lodi NJ 07644
Main Office (201) 773-2400
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Archdiocese of Newark

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Seeking an individual with experience and professional manner to pro-
vide administrative support to the Vice Chancellor for Administration.
Must have outstanding organizational, communication and secretarial
skills, Microsoft Office required. College/secretarial school graduate
preferred w/ 5-7 yrs. admin. exp. Excellent benefits. Send resume &
cover letter. E-mail: floresra@rcan.org  Fax: (973) 497-4103.

Advertise  your business 
Call Ramona 

(973) 497-4203

COURAGE
An Archdiocesan 

sponsored spiritual 
support group for

persons experiencing
same-sex attractions 
who desire to lead a

chaste life in accord with
Catholic teaching on

homosexuality.
For information, call 

(973) 509-7839
(All calls confidential)

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES OFFERED BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

NOVENAS

NOVENAS ANNOUNCEMENTHELP WANTED

To place a novena
Call Ramona at
(973) 497-4203

Office Address:

1921 Morris Ave.

Union, NJ 07083

(908) 688-1888

Call Dell

Cell #(908) 416-7976

GUARANTEES FULL SERVICE FOR
YOUR SATISFACTION

Specializing in 
FILIPINO DOMESTIC HELPERS

Provides well-trained, dedicated and 
honest live-in or live-out 

NANNIES • BABYSITTERS • COOKS
HOUSEKEEPERS • CHAUFFEURS 

HOUSEMEN • COUPLES • COMPANIONS

Community Service
SAINT PETER’S

COLLEGE EDUCATION.
ONE STUDENT

AT A TIME.

Assistant Director for
Community Service and

Service Learning

Saint Peter’s College, the Jesuit
College of New Jersey, seeks an
Assistant Director for Community
Service and Service Learning. The
Assistant Director will assist the
Director in providing leadership for
programs and services offered by
the office; and assist in building and
maintaining relationships with com-
munity organizations. You will work
directly with faculty of all disciplines
in the development of service learn-
ing courses. Bachelor’s Degree
req’d; Master’s Degree pref’d. Reqs
incl 2 yrs relevant exp in the field of
college volunteer & justice pro-
grams; social service delivery and/or
public service; knowledge & training
in the service learning field; under-
standing of and commitment to
Catholic Social Teaching and the
Jesuit Catholic mission of the
College.

This is a 30-hour/week, 10-month
position. The position pays a
$27,000 salary and includes bene-
fits. The position is open until filled. 
For more info visit
www.spc.edu/HRAdmin

Interested applicants may submit a
resume along with a personal state-
ment & 3 letters of reference to:
Saint Peter’s College, Office of HR,
39 Glenwood Ave., Jersey City, NJ
07002; Email: hrdept@spc.edu.
Saint Peter’s College is an EOE.

ST. THERESA
Oh Glorious Saint Theresa, whom almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind. I invite your mirac-
ulous intercession. So powerful are you obtaining every
need of body and soul, our Holy Mother Church proclaims
you a " Prodigy of Miracles. " Now fervent beseech you to
answer my petition (mention here) and carry out your
promise of doing good upon earth of letting fall from heav-
en a shower of roses. Henceforth, Dear little flower, I will
fulfill your plea to be made known everywhere and I will
never cease to lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.
(Say prayer everyday for 9 days. By 4th day, ask for a
sign. If prayers are to be answer. Between 4th and 9th day,
you will see arose in magazine, TV picture or receive
roses. You can also get a strong scent of roses in home
even if no roses present. Must promise publication. Thank
you.)                                                                 I.L.R.J.

ST. THERESA
Oh Glorious Saint Theresa, whom
almighty God has raised up to aid
and counsel mankind. I invite
your miraculous intercession. So
powerful are you obtaining every
need of body and soul, our Holy
Mother Church proclaims you a "
Prodigy of Miracles. " Now fervent
beseech you to answer my peti-
tion (mention here) and carry out
your promise of doing good upon
earth of letting fall from heaven a
shower of roses. Henceforth,
Dear little flower, I will fulfill your
plea to be made known every-
where and I will never cease to
lead others to Jesus through you.
Amen.
(Say prayer everyday for 9 days.
By 4th day, ask for a sign. If
prayers are to be answer.
Between 4th and 9th day, you will
see arose in magazine, TV pic-
ture or receive roses. You can
also get a strong scent of roses in
home even if no roses present.
Must promise publication. Thank
you.)

S.J.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossible.
Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine days
with a lighted candle. Published
the ninth day “May the Sacred
Heart of Jesus be praised,
adored, and glorified today and
every day. Requests will be grant-
ed no matter how impossible they
seem. Publication must be prom-
ised.

F.R.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossible.
Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine days
with a lighted candle. Published
the ninth day “May the Sacred
Heart of Jesus be praised,
adored, and glorified today and
every day. Requests will be grant-
ed no matter how impossible they
seem. Publication must be prom-
ised. Novena is published in grat-
itude.

R.M.C.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossi-
ble. Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine
days with a lighted candle.
Published the ninth day “May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests
will be granted no matter how
impossible they seem.
Publication must be promised.

H.M.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossible.
Say nine Hail Mary’s for nine days
with a lighted candle. Published
the ninth day “May the Sacred
Heart of Jesus be praised,
adored, and glorified today and
every day. Requests will be grant-
ed no matter how impossible they
seem. Publication must be prom-
ised. 

D.D.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of 
all who invoke your special 
patronage in time of need, to you I
have recourse from the depth of
my heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power
to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent peti-
tion (make request). In return I
promise to make your name
known and cause you to be
invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and Glorias. St.
Jude, pray for us all  who invoke
your aid. Amen. This Novena must
be said  for 9 consecutive days.
Thank you for  answering my
prayer.                  

B.W.

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for God
and Charity for His creatures, made you worthy, when on
earth, to possess miraculous powers. Miracles waited on
your word, which you were ever ready to speak for those
in trouble or anxiety. Encouraged by this thought, I
implore of you to obtain for me (request). The answer to
my prayer may require a miracle. Even so, you are the
Saint of Miracles. O gentle and loving St. Anthony, whose
heart was ever full of human sympathy, whisper my peti-
tion into the ears of the Sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to
be folded in your arms; and the gratitude of my heart will
ever be yours. Amen. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.
Novena is Published in Gratitude. Thank you St. Anthony.

F.S.

PRO-LIFE OPENINGS-
The Several Sources Shelters,
our non-profit, non-sectarian
shelters for pregnant women are
in need of kind, compassionate
individuals to fill the following
openings: LIVE-IN ASSISTANT
HOUSEMOTHER, $13,500-
$16,500/year– with 3 weeks 
vacation/year. Driver’s license
required. To receive a specific job
description please call K. Wrona
(201) 818-9334.

WANTED
MAHOGHANY FURNITURE-
Dining rooms, bedrooms, break-
fronts, secretaries. One piece or
complete contents. Call Bill (973)
586-4804.

WANTED TO BUY

PART TIME SECRETARY
Small Catholic Parish in need of a
Part Time Secretary. Must have a
working knowledge of Microsoft
Word and basic data entry and
internet skills. Good communica-
tion and telephone skills a must.
Applicant should be a self starter,
flexible and able to prioritize tasks.
Send resume to St. Joseph’s
Church, 280 Country Road,
Demarest ,  NJ 07627 or  fax 
(201) 768-2466.

Sell Today! We can buy your house
at full price “as is”–close when you
want. Call 24 hr. recorded message.
No equity OK! (800) 749-9416.

Through private franchising, we help
people leverage their time and devel-
op an ongoing source of income. This
business model can be developed in
addition to your current job or busi-
ness. Reasonable startup/low over-
head/team approach. Leave your
phone and contact info  1-866-821-
0247 or visit–scottnetwork.biz– click
on Business Opportunity.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The University’s Center for Vocation and Servant Leadership promotes openness 

to God’s call in the academic and common life to support Seton Hall University’s 

mission of forming students as servant leaders in today’s world.

Working with the Center Director, the IMPACTS Coordinator plans, facilitates 

and evaluates seminars and retreats offered to students, faculty, staff, 

administration and alumni of the University. Will assist with media outreach, 

including the Center’s newsletter and publications on the theology of vocation. 

The Center’s purpose is closely related to the University’s Catholic Mission.

Qualified candidates must have a Master’s Degree in Theology or related field 

from an accredited school and a minimum of five years experience, preferably 

in an academic setting. The position requires excellent organizational and 

communication skills, and strong interpersonal skills with the ability to 

interact with students, faculty, staff and administrators. Applicants must possess 

an understanding of and willingness to support the Seton Hall University 

Catholic mission.

Seton Hall University, the oldest and one of the largest diocesan Universities in the 
nation, seeks applicants for an:

Theology

IMPACTS PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Interested candidates are welcome to apply online or send a resume with cover 

letter including position of interest and Job Code to:

Seton Hall University
Human Resources

Job Code: ADMI-2006-236
400 South Orange Avenue

South Orange, New Jersey 07079

Visit us on our website: www.shu.edu (Click on “Employment”)

Seton Hall University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

GIFTS

at Mount 

McAULEY
Religious Gift Shop

at Mount St. Mary’s (across from Sears)

(908) 754-2793
Monday - Friday: 10 a.m. - 5p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

1633 Rt. 22 and Terrill Road
Plainfield, NJ 07060

WE ACCEPT PAYMENT BY CASH
OR PERSONAL CHECKS.

NO CREDIT CARDS.

Rosaries • Statues • Gifts
Catholic Medals • Cards • Music

Books • Bibles

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity. Oh, Star
of the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
secure me in my necessity (make
request). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place
this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. Novena is published in grati-
tude. Thank you.   

R.M.C.

Archdiocese of Newark

Maintenance Technician

Seeking dependable worker
to assist in the general and
preventative maintenance of
the Archdiocesan Center.
Repairs, painting, masonry,
grounds maint. etc. Re-
quires exp. in heating, cool-
ing, plumbing and electrical
systems. Black Seal and
Asbestos Inspector’s licens-
es or ability to qualify. Valid
NJ Driver’s License and
c lean dr iv ing  record .
Excellent benefits. Send
resume and cover letter: 
e-mail: floresra@rcan.org,
fax (973) 497-4103. 

Archdiocese of Newark

Memorial Sales Counselor
Catholic Cemeteries 

Archdiocese of Newark

Seeking highly motivated, practic-
ing Catholic, with superior commu-
nication skills to assist families with
burial process, able to set/meet
yearly sales forecasts, maintain
sales leads database and 5-day
period follow-up, solicit new busi-
ness. Must have current NJ driver’s
license/reliable personal trans-
portation. 
Required- College degree, Excel,
Access, Word and PowerPoint . Bi-
lingual (English/Spanish) and sales
experience a plus. Excellent bene-
fit package. Send resume with
cover letter referring to position
title.
Email: floresra@rcan.org 
fax (973) 497-4103. 

XAVIER CENTER 
FEBRUARY 2007 

WHAT IS SPIRITUAL DIRECTION? 
Saturday, February  17, 10—11 am 

Registration by February 15th. 
Free will offering accepted. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS:   
HISTORY AND PRACTICE 

Sunday, February 27, 2-3:30 pm 
Presenter:  Barbara Garland, SC 
Registration by February 21st. 

Suggested Donation:  $15 

LOOKING FORWARD TO MARCH 
Guided Retreat: March 9-11 

Wednesday for Women:  March 21 
Lenten Day of Reflection:  March 24 

     PRIVATE RETREATS AVAILABLE
AT ANY TIME.

For more information visit 
www.xaviercenter.org or 
contact us at  PO Box 211, Convent 
Station, NJ 07961-0211; 973-290-
5100; or xaviercenter@scnj.org
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REMOVAL SERVICEADULT COMMUNITY

CHARITY

MUSEUM

ROOFINGFUNERAL HOME

FREE Estimates
RUBBISH REMOVAL SAME DAY SERVICE

WINTER SPECIAL
$50 OFF

ANY REMOVAL OF $250 or MORE
OR $75 OFF

ANY REMOVAL OF $600 OR MORE
Coupon must be shown at time of estimate. Not valid on

work in progress. Cannot be combined with other 
discounts. Expires 3-1-07.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
WE TRAVELANYWHERE •  FULLY INSURED

•We will haul everything away!  • Light moving available.
• We will remove any unwanted furniture, appliances or rubbish.

(201) 342-9333 • (973) 340-7454

WE CLEAN UP
• Attics
• Basements
• Garages • Yards
• Apartments
• Construction Debris

DEMOLITION WORK
• Aboveground Pools
• Sheds
• Decks
• Garages
Let’s Make a Deal!

www.rickscleanouts.com

530 HIGH MOUNTAIN ROAD
FRANKLIN LAKES, NEW JERSEY 07417
201-891-4770
Four Generations of Families Serving Families
Jonathan Vander Plaat, Manager

MEMORIAL HOME INC.

License #3959

Stock & Custom Flags & Banners
U.S • Foreign • Religious

Street Banners • Mourning Drapes
T-Shirts • Hats • Mugs • Fund Raising Specialties

109 N. Feltus St. • So. Amboy
AMEX Mastercard VISA

Phone (732) 721-2121
Fax (732) 721-0089

R A R I TA N
FLAG & BANNER
Quality & Service Since 1939

• ROOF RESTORATIONS • SLATE & TILE
• COPPER WORK • VICTORIAN SHINGLES

“CHURCHES A SPECIALITY”
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1973

(201) 955-1700
Fax (201) 955-2634
Website: www.bowerandco.com

NATIONAL
ROOFING
CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

SERVING NEW JERSEY
& NEW YORK

Donate Your Vehicle

800 831-8437

BOATS, RVs
TRAILERS

REAL ESTATE
Tax Deduction

Running or Not
Restrictions Apply

Live Operators
Seven Days!
Free Pick Up

Bring Vocationist “lights of Hope” to
underprivileged students at St. Michael’s
of Newark, NJ and the Perpetual Help
Day Nursery Schools since 1984.

The African Art Museum
of the S.M.A. Fathers

23 Bliss Avenue, Tenafly
(201) 894-8611

Exhibitions • Gallery Talks
Films • Lectures • Concerts

FLAGS/BANNERSLEGAL SERVICES

When you need a good lawyer...
ANTHONY J. RIPOSTA, ESQ.
Certified by the Supreme Court of
NJ as a Civil Trial Attorney
COUNSELLOR AT LAW
Call today for 
a free phone consultation

201-991-0067
432 Ridge Rd., North Arlington, NJ

www.RipostaLaw.com

BAGPIPES

RESTORATIONS

Bergenfield PD-Retired

Weddings, Funerals,
Parties and
Special Events

Home 201-722-1145
Cell 201-376-3173

PolicePiper169@aol.com

Bagpipes for Hire
Peter J. Monaghan

REMOVAL SERVICE

WWiinntteerr  SSAALLEE
SSeenniioorrss  1100%%  OOFFFF
AAnnyy  SSeerrvviiccee

Expires March 1, 2007

MITO’S
Rubbish & Removal Service

MITO’S
Rubbish & Removal Service

(201) 803-0787 • (973) 340-3378
(973) 445-0835

We will haul away
EVERYTHING!

FULL Insurance
FREE Estimates

We CLEANOUT
Attics • Basements • Garages

Apartments • Appliances
Furniture NJ Licensed

DEMOLITION WORK
Pools • Shed • Deck

Order your copy of the 
2007 Archdiocese of Newark

Directory & Almanac

Call (973) 497-4200 for order form 
and payment information.

VISA/MasterCard accepted!

Restoration by Susan

Church, School or
Garden Statues 
Restored and 
Professionally 
Hand Painted

732-335-4379
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Two Jersey City schools
mark merger anniversary

STUDENTS STUDY PEACE—St. Patrick and Assumption/All Saints
School, Jersey City, recently celebrated the first anniversary of the
merger of the two schools. The student body, which includes children
(Pre-K through eight grade) who have emigrated from various African
nations, took part in the school’s Peace Program. Seventh and eighth
grade students enjoyed a trip to Ellis Island where they were able to re-
flect on the similarities between early immigrants and their own experi-
ences. They then shared their individual cultural backgrounds and their
goals for the future. Students also contributed artwork to a huge banner,
which displayed these words: “Brothers and Sisters, We Are All Part of
One World.” The Peace Program is based on the principle that God
loves each student. As part of this program, a poetry contest on multi-
culturalism and peace is planned for the spring. In addition, classes
focus on a virtue or moral value each month. In January, students dis-
cussed the moral characteristic of “responsibility.” Michele Link and
Sister Maeve McDermott are the co-principals of St. Patrick and
Assumption/All Saints School, which is located at 509 Bramhall Ave.
Contact the school at (201) 433-4664 for more information.

Why Apologise for the
Spanish Inquisition?

Fr. Duran, M.J. & 
Fr. Vota, M.J.

This book provides historical data
which amply vindicates the
Catholic Church from all the lies

commonly propagated as
the facts about the
Spanish Inquisition.
If you are tired of
hearing the enemies
of the church vilifying
her on account of the
Inquisition, read this
book. Softcover;
Spanish, or English;

31 Pages; $5.95 (P+H
$3.00) 

Spanish
Roots of
America

Bishop David
Arias

This is an
American history
book written from
the Spanish perspec-
tive. This magnifi-
cent chronological itenerary
through the history of the
USA from 1492 to the pres-
ent should be read in
American history class and in
every Catholic American
home. Softcover; 400 Pages;

$19.95 (P+H $5.00)

Available from Loreto Publications

BOTH BOOKS $29.00, POSTAGE INCLUDED

www.loretopubs.org         603-239-6671
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Wanted: criminal justice students

Felician College offers a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal jus-
tice. Pictured here, examining a “crime scene,” are (left to right),
Yomari Segarra and Halszka Oczkos. Students learn hands-on
analysis in the forensic science class.

fender assistance programs. The
teachings are consistent with the
Franciscan values of service to
others and respect for all creation,
and students are able to explore the
religious dimensions of criminal
justice, such as the death penalty.

the criminal justice major, devel-
oped the curriculum for the col-
lege. Beginning in fall 2005,
Robertiello wrote the course syl-
labi, reviewed faculty needs and
prepared the program application
for the New Jersey Commission
on Higher Education. The pro-
gram, approved in June of last
year, currently has an enrollment
of 31 students.

The program was designed
with a focus on restorative jus-
tice, a values-based approach
with emphasis on the repair of
harm caused by criminal behav-
ior. Students study cooperative
processes such as victim-offender
mediation, restitution and ex-of-

LODI—In the wake of the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, an in-
creasing number of students have
been drawn to the criminal justice
program at Felician College,
which in turn has responded to
the demand.

Originally offered as a concen-
tration for history and social sci-
ences majors, Felician College
(Web site: www.felician.edu) now
offers a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in criminal justice. The pro-
gram mixes theory and practice to
prepare students for the chal-
lenges of law enforcement and
community involvement.

Dr. Gina Robertiello, associ-
ate professor and coordinator of
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Graduates will find a variety of
opportunities in the three subsec-
tions of the criminal justice sys-
tem, including law enforcement,
corrections and the court system.
According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, employment opportuni-

ties in this field are increasing at a
greater rate than average. In addi-
tion, students can continue to law
school or graduate education. 

“Through our program, students
will acquire and use the skills nec-
essary to become effective agents
for the improvement—indeed, the
transformation of our criminal
justice system,” Robertiello said.

SPARK Calendar 2007

Ignite the                        and watch imagination catch fire.

SPARK - Program for Middle and High School Students -2007
Rutgers University summer program for students in grades 6-10

Session II
July 30 - August 17

Session I
July 9 - July 27
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SPARK enrolls participants in one of three
programs according to age: Pages 
(grades 6-7), Squires (grades 8-9), and
Knights (grade 10).

SPARK takes place on the the beautiful 
and historical Rutgers University campus,
giving students access to academically-
rich resources and providing them with a
real life preview of college life.

SPARK offers an exciting and wide range
of courses; from television boot camp
to web design.  Opportunities for 
learning are encouraged with lively 
discussion in a non-traditional classroom
setting. Best of all, the courses are 
designed to be fun. No homework. 
No tests. No memorization. 

Students attend two courses for each 
session. Courses meet on Monday 
through Thursday for one-hour-and-thirty 
minutes. Class size is limited to14 
students or fewer. 

Students will get to choose 1 or 2 mini-
courses per day. Mini-courses vary 
between a scaled version of an enrich
ment course to an extracurricular activity. 
Most mini-courses are open to all 
students.

Extracurricular activities play an equally 
important role. Half of the day is 
devoted to swimming, volleyball and 
similar recreational favorites.Two trips 
per session are also scheduled.

Summer Program at Rutgers for Kids

www.spark.rutgers.edu

Expertise is Everything
Tax Preparation & Accounting Services

FORMER IRS AUDITOR,
ON YOUR SIDE NOW.

The Financial Center
Eileen H. Fritz

626 Raritan Road
Clark, NJ  07066
732.669.0460
www.fritz4tax.com



Holy Cross
Mausoleum
340 Ridge Rd.
North Arlington

Holy Name 
Mausoleum
823 West Side Ave.
Jersey City✦ Featuring life size statues of Pope John  Paul II, and the Holy Family

✦ Two Cathedral Chapels for prayer & visitation 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________

CITY: _____________________________STATE:_______ ZIP:______________

TELEPHONE NUMBER: (_________)_________________________________

EMAIL:_______________________________________________@____________

CA 2-7-07

Please provide information on:
❒ Holy Name Cemetery and/or Mausoleum, Jersey City
❒ Holy Cross Cemetery and/or Mausoleum, North Arlington

❒ Gate of Heaven Cemetery and/or Mausoleum, East Hanover
❒ St. Gertrude Cemetery and/or Mausoleum, Colonia
❒ Mt. Olivet Mausoleum, Newark

Please Call 1-866-773-7526 or Mail Reply Card to:
Catholic Cemeteries • The Archdiocese of Newark • Archdiocesan Center • P.O. Box 9500 • Newark, NJ 07104

We Remember  ~  We Believe

Catholic Cemeteries
Archdiocese of Newark

www.RCAN.org

✦ Featuring life size statues of Pope John Paul II, the Virgin Mary,
Padre Pio and St. Lorenzo Ruiz

✦ Comfortable private alcoves for visitation & reflection

Gate of
Heaven
Chapel
Mausoleum
Expansion

225 Ridgedale Ave.
East Hanover

✦ Two story skylit chapel
✦ Stained glass alcoves
✦ Private rooms

✦ Magnificent two story glass chapel
✦ Stained glass windows
✦ Four tranquil courtyard areas

Sales Office - Open 7 Days a Week
9am to 4:30pm

STOP BY–No appointment necessary

For more information 
please call

1-866-Pre-Plan
7 7 3 - 7 5 2 6

or mail 
reply card today

EXTREMELY LIMITED
OVER 75%RESERVED

SPECIAL

CONSTRUCTION

PRICES

SPECIAL

CONSTRUCTION

PRICES

Pre-Planning
Choices:

Mausoleum Space, Cemetery
Space, Cremation Niches

St. Gertrude
Crucifix Chapel
Mausoleum
53 Inman Ave.
Colonia

✦ Cemetery Plots Available at 
ALL Locations

✦ Graves for two, four or multiple family 
arrangements available.

✦ Financing available: For example a $1600 grave 
for two can be reserved with just $160.00 down and
$33.82 a month for 48 months*

* Based on 6% APR. Total Interest $183.26. Total Amt. of Payments $1783.26.
❒ Mausoleum Space 
❒ Cemetery Space 
❒ Cremation Niches 

NEW SPECIAL
PRICED INVENTORY

AVAILABLE


