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CALDWELL—Caldwell College will host “Empowering
Faith Communities to Include Individuals with Autism and Other
Developmental Disabilities,” a seminar and workshop on
Saturday, Jan. 31, 2009, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Academic Building
Lecture Hall.

The event, organized by the Caldwell College Department of
Theology/Pastoral Ministry, will focus on providing resources and
information to help communities of faith welcome individuals
with autism. New Jersey, statistically, has the highest rate of
autism in the nation, with 1 in 94 people affected.

“Early-bird” registration for the seminar is $25 per person ($35
after Jan. 5, 2009). Checks can be mailed to: Pastoral Ministry
Program, Caldwell College, 120 Bloomfield Ave., Caldwell, NJ
07006—attention: Sister Barbara A. Moore, O.P., D. Min. Contact
Sr. Barbara via e-mail (SBMoore@caldwell.edu) or call the col-
lege at (973) 618-3931 for more information. The snow date for
the seminar is Saturday, Feb. 7, 2009.

Mary Beth Walsh, Ph.D.—an adjunct professor in the
Theology Department at Caldwell College, member of the NJ
Coalition for Inclusive Ministries, and parent of a child with
autism—will be one of the featured speakers at the conference.
According to Walsh, it is crucial for clergy, religious educators
and families of individuals with autism to learn how to work to-
gether as a faith community.

“Faith communities (inside and outside the Catholic Church)
have tremendous potential to make a positive impact on the
lives of families of children with autism and individuals with
autism themselves,” she said. “Many faith communities want to
be inclusive, but don’t know how. This workshop is aimed at
showing them how.”

Anne Masters, M.A., director of the Pastoral Ministry with
Persons with Disabilities for the Archdiocese of Newark, and board
member of the NJ Coalition for Inclusive Ministries—another pan-
elist at the seminar—said that to be a “welcoming parish of people
with disabilities” means more than just making spaces in the pews.

Masters said it is important that the Church community accepts
the presence of people whose voices and behaviors may be differ-
ent, but who still have gifts to give to enhance the life of the Church.

“It means affirming their baptism, which calls for their partic-
ipation in the life and mission of the Church to the extent that each
person is able,” Masters said.

Another seminar panelist is Geraldine Gibbia, Ph.D., the exec-
utive director and co-founder of The Phoenix Center Inc., Nutley,
and a speech-language pathologist with over 30 years experience.

Linda Meyer, Ed.D., the executive director of The NJ Center
for Outreach and Services for the Autism Community (COSAC),
Ewing (Web site: www.njcosac.org), an educator and behavior an-
alyst with more than 30 years of experience working with indi-
viduals with “autism-spectrum” disorders, also will serve as a fea-
tured speaker. Meyer recently was appointed to the Governor’s
Council for Research and Medical Treatment of Autism.

Jessica Rothschild, M.A., teacher/trainer of an intermediate
class for students with autism-spectrum disorders in Bernards
Township (the Diocese of Metuchen), also will present informa-
tion at the seminar. Rothschild’s research interests focus on teach-
ing children with autism to participate in religious activities with
their families.

Anne Masters, Geraldine Gibbia, Linda Meyer and Mary Beth Walsh (left to right)—featured speakers at the
Caldwell College “Empowering Faith Communities to Include Individuals with Autism and Other Developmental
Disabilities” seminar—serve on the Archdiocese of Newarkʼs advisory board known as PRAISE (persons rec-
ognized, affirmed and included in spirit-filled education). The PRAISE board, formed last year, is designing a
certification process for catechists to promote a spirit of inclusion in faith communities for individuals and fam-
ilies with special needs and disabilities. The seminar and workshop will be held Jan. 31, 2009.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR—Students
at Lacordaire Academy, Upper
Montclair, held their annual Mission
Club bazaar fund-raiser on Dec. 5.
Students raised $4,112.90, which
will be donated to the food and
clothing pantry at Our Lady of
Sorrows Parish, Jersey City. Last
year Lacordaire students collected
$4,021, which was given to Centro
Fey Alegria Espiritu Santo—a
Catholic school in the Dominican
Republic. Lacordaire biology
teacher Dolores Grabowski has or-
ganized the festivities for 15 years.
The annual fund-raising event
draws inspiration from the acade-
myʼs Dominican tradition. Pictured
at the bazaar are members of the
schoolʼs mime troupe (top photo,
left to right) Ramona Richardson,
Gabrielle Lopez, Alexis Martinez
and Ciara Mendoza; and colorful
balloon merchants Tanya Chopra,
Carla Maldonado and Alyssa
Andolino. Brian F. Morgan serves
as the head of school at Lacordaire
Academy (Web site:
www.lacordaire.net).

Caldwell workshop
to explore autism,
faithful inclusion
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Advocate photos – M. Gabriele

Correction
A page-one story in the Dec. 10 edition of The Catholic

Advocate on Archbishop John J. Myers’ new duties at the
Pontifical North American College in Rome incorrectly
listed him solely as president of the college. He was
elected as chairman of the board of governors and
president. The Catholic Advocate regrets the error.
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Saint Bartholomew students touch hearts
at Christmas party for homeless families

“It has been wonderful to see these
families working together towards a
common goal and having fun while
achieving it,” D’Apuzzo said. “We are
truly overwhelmed by their kindness and
by the generosity showed by many of
the Homefirst support congregations
who helped us collect gifts for these
families in need.”

“The essence of Christmas was brought
to life by the eighth-grade confirmation
students who arranged a heartfelt and
spirit-filled celebration for our fami-
lies,” Ellen McGovern, executive direc-
tor of Homefirst, said. “I was moved by
the genuine outpouring of love and gen-
erosity of the students towards our
Homefirst families,”

“It was so great to see the interaction
the students had with our clients,” Susan
Oldroyd Laffler, Homefirst director of
development and public relations, said.
“These kids were living their faith. They
really ‘got it.’” Oldroyd Laffler is a for-
mer Catholic youth minister at Saint Helen
Parish, Westfield, where she worked with
Fr. Paladino.

(Editor’s note: Adrienne P. Robertiello,
marketing communications and public
relations administrator for Saint
Bartholomew Parish, provided most of
the information for this article. Todd
Laffler submitted the photo.)

Our Archdiocese

SCOTCH PLAINS—Confirmation
students at Saint Bartholomew Parish
hosted a Christmas party Dec. 12 for
local homeless families—a joyful cele-
bration that attracted 80 guests and was
part of a service project to demonstrate
the true meaning of Christmas.

The families are part of Union County’s
Homefirst emergency shelter program,
which provides transitional and perma-
nent housing. Homefirst (Web site:
www.homefirstinc.org), based in Plainfield,
is a non-profit organization offering a
broad range of critically needed support
services to hundreds of low-income
families, including those that find
themselves homeless (see The Catholic
Advocate, Dec. 10).

The Saint Bartholomew students were
responsible for every facet of the party
including set-up, food preparation and
service, manning the craft stations, coat
checks, cookie stations, Santa’s helpers
and clean-up. As a part of the initiative,
the Homefirst family members—about

200 in number—received personalized
gifts based on wish lists coordinated by
Homefirst. The students held various
fund-raising events to pay for the gifts.

“The true meaning of Christmas is
love,” Father John J. Paladino, the pastor
of Saint Bartholomew, said. “These stu-
dents are celebrating and demonstrating
the extraordinary love of God by giving
of themselves in ways that will touch
hearts and souls. The students are focus-
ing on giving and receiving with a whole
new perspective.”

Parishioners Susan D’Apuzzo and
Elaine Coupe worked with the students to
organize the party. Approximately 98
eighth-grade students, under the direction
of Patricia Krema, were involved in the
planning of the party since its inception.

“Our primary purpose in this project
has been for the students to feel good
about community service so that they
can continue similar efforts throughout
their lives,” Coupe explained.

Confirmation instructors, parents and
volunteers also helped in the preparation
and implementation of this event, includ-
ing Lina Isolda, Michele Blanck, Paul
Raphael, Jeff Ringel, Josephine Walsh,
Carolyn Colonna, Dennis VanNatta,
David and Connie Boruch, Laura
Langner, John Howarth, Andrew Krema
and Matt D’Apuzzo.
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Elise Ringel, Zymir Petrie (sporting authentic reindeer antlers) and Mary Van Natta share an amusing “arts and crafts” moment during the gala Christmas
party, which was organized by Saint Bartholomew Parish Confirmation students. Zymir and his family went through the Homefirst Interfaith Hospitality
Network and now reside in a Homefirst housing program. Call Homefirst at (908) 753-4001 for more information on the groupʼs community service programs.

Joyful event
lifts spirits
at Homefirst
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Nun advises
‘Doubt’ director

WASHINGTON (CNS)—For
Sister Margaret McEntee, her
roles in religious life have ranged
from being a teacher to a campus
minister to a fan of a former stu-
dent’s work to working for that
former student when he directed a
film adaptation of his own Pulitzer
Prize-winning play. And now the
“job” for the Sister of Charity, or
“Sister Peggy” as she commonly
refers to herself, is giving inter-
views about that student, John
Patrick Shanley, and his new
movie, “Doubt.” Yet she still finds
time to fulfill her current ministry,
being a religion teacher and cam-
pus minister at the all-girl Notre
Dame High School in Manhattan.
“The movie’s actually better than
the play,” Sister Peggy said, “and
I’ve seen the play four times.” One
reason for her avid early interest is

CNS photo

Amy Adams stars in a scene from
the movie “Doubt.” Sister Margaret
McEntee, a Sister of Charity, who
taught writer-director John Patrick
Shanley in grade school, was the
inspiration for the character. 

that one of the drama’s characters
was named after her. Some 50
years ago, Johnny Shanley was a
first grader at Saint Anthony
School in the Bronx. His teacher
was Sister Peggy, known then as
Sister James. “Doubt” concerns
suspicions harbored by the princi-
pal and a teacher at a New York
City Catholic grade school, circa
1964, that a parish priest may be
molesting the school’s first black
student. Though sexual miscon-
duct is at the heart of the story, it is
the balance between doubt which,
as Shanley has said, allows for
growth and change, and premature
certainty, which only leads to a
“dead end” that forms the princi-
pal thematic subtext.

Decorations serve
as symbols of love

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
traditional decorations of Christ-
mas are reminders that the light
and love of Jesus Christ bring new
life to all who wait in darkness,
Pope Benedict XVI said. The pope
spoke about Christmas trees as
symbols of new life Dec. 12 when

he met a delegation from Austria,
which donated the Christmas tree
in Saint Peter’s Square, and he
spoke about Nativity scenes as
reminders of God’s love for
humanity when he blessed figures
of the baby Jesus Dec. 14 before
reciting the Angelus. 

Vatican marks 2008
as interfaith year

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Pope Benedict XVI will look back
on 2008 as an important year for
interreligious dialogue, with the
inauguration of a major Catholic-
Muslim forum, notable meetings
with Jews in the United States, and
the opening of ecology as a new
terrain for interfaith cooperation.
At the same time, discrimination
and violence against minority
Christian communities in Asia and
the Middle East clouded the inter-
faith horizon and pushed human
rights to the top of the Vatican’s di-
alogue agenda. The initial meeting
at the Vatican of the Catholic-
Muslim Forum in November was
a milestone in relations between
the two faiths, and represented a

remarkable turnaround after a low
point in dialogue two years earlier.
The theme of the encounter was
love of God and neighbor, and
the Vatican representatives made
sure to highlight respect for
human rights—including the
rights of minority faith commu-
nities—as an essential area of co-
operation. In December, another
major Catholic-Muslim session
took place at the Vatican, this one
involving representatives of the
World Islamic Call Society. The
discussion theme of the three-day
meeting was the responsibility of
religious leaders in times of crisis.
In April, an Iranian Muslim dele-
gation arrived for talks at the
Vatican, and participants said in a
final statement that “faith and rea-
son are intrinsically nonviolent.”

Wisconsin church
aids GM workers

MADISON, Wis. (CNS)—
The Catholic Church in Wisconsin
is reaching out to offer solidarity
and hope to the more than 5,000
families who will be affected
by the impending closure of a
General Motors plant in Janesville
and layoffs by other area employ-
ers. More than 1,200 hourly GM
workers are to be laid off effective
Jan. 2 after their holiday vacation.
The GM plant was scheduled to
stop production Dec. 23. “How do
we reach out to our neighbors
and find some hope? As people
of faith, we trust that God is with
us. We hold in prayer so many
lives affected,” Father Randy
Timmerman, pastor of Saint John
Vianney Parish in Janesville, told
The Catholic Herald, Madison’s
diocesan newspaper.

Priests, Deacons, Religious and
Laypersons interested in 

Prison Ministry
are invited to call 

Director of Prison Ministry,
Deacon Gregory C. Quinn

(973) 618-3302 or email him 
at gquinn@
caldwell.edu

“...[I]n Prison and
you visited me.”

MT 25:36

STAINED GLASS
FOR CHURCHES

+   NEW   +
+  RESTORATION  +

+

LAMB STUDIOS
S INCE 1857

WYCKOFF, NJ 07481
201-891-8585

When Jesus turned
around and noticed 
them following Him,

He asked them,
“What are you 
looking for?”

They said to Him,
“Rabbi,where 
do you stay?”

“Come and see,”
He answered.

John 1:38-39

Have you considered
following after Jesus 

as a Priest, Sister
or Brother...?

Fr. John Gabriel
Vocations Director

The Vocations Office
171 Clifton Avenue

P.O. Box 9500
Newark, NJ 07104-0500

(973) 497-4365
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ACTS OF KINDNESS, CELEBRATING OUR SAVIORʼS BIRTH—
Throughout the Archdiocese of Newark, youngsters and adults experi-
enced the joy of giving to the less fortunate during this special and holy
time of year. Starting with the bottom photo, clockwise, the Giving Group
at Immaculate Conception High School in Montclair made a delivery to
Maryʼs Pantry, a parish program; student council members at Saint Joseph School in East Rutherford
collected food for the Rutherford Food Pantry; some 250 pounds of food donated by members of the
Secaucus Knights of Columbus Council No. 12769 and parishioners of Immaculate Conception Parish
were given to the Hoboken Homeless Shelter and Saint Lucyʼs Shelter in Jersey City; at Bergen Catholic
High School the Crusaders of Christian Action student group conducted clothing and food drives; and a
Christmas Angel Drive was held by fourth graders at Visitation Academy in Paramus.
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Submitted photos
NATIONAL HONORS—Sister Arline Zurich, O.S.B., Holy Childhood
coordinator for the Archdiocese of Newark (left), congratulates Joan
Malasig (second from left), a seventh grader at Our Lady of Victories
School in Jersey City, for being among 23 national winners in the an-
nual Pontifical Mission Societies  ̓Holy Childhood Association Christmas
Artwork Contest. Malasigʼs artwork was one of 10,000 entries judged
in the contest. Her illustration (at left) depicts the Three Wise Men fol-
lowing the star in the east that will lead them to the baby Jesus. All 23
winning entries are on exhibit during the Advent and Christmas season
at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington,
D.C. A Mass for the winners and their families was celebrated Dec. 12
at the Shrine. Malasigʼs religion director Maryann Garone and her reli-
gion and art teacher Welinda Tan (left to right) also are pictured.
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Countercultural thoughts to defend human dignity
Before tackling Dignitas Personae (The Dignity

of a Person)—the recent instruction from the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on con-

temporary bioethical questions—I’d suggest re-reading
the first chapter of Aldous Huxley’s “Brave New World.”

Huxley was no great shakes as a stylist, but his depic-
tion of the Central London Hatchery and Conditioning
Centre is a strikingly prescient, blood-chilling glance
into a future in which manufacture and manipulation
have replaced begetting and nurture at the beginnings
of human life.

It’s remarkable enough that Huxley imagined all
this a generation before the unraveling of the DNA
double helix launched the genetic revolution. What’s
even more striking is that Huxley’s dystopia (an imag-
inary, fearful, “anti-utopia” world) is, in fact, upon us.

Be scared. Be very scared. For the question is no
longer whether we are on a slippery slope, careening
downward toward a world of machine-tooled and
stunted humanity—a world in which love is displaced
by technique and longing by social planning. We’re on
the slope all right and the question is whether the
brakes can be applied soon enough. Dignitas Personae
is a courageous effort to alert us to the present danger,
to remind us of the dignity that is inherent in every
human life from the moment of conception until the
moment of natural death, and to suggest how that dig-
nity is threatened by the false use of our new genetic
knowledge, even in good causes.

Thanks to the prejudices of the mass media and the
communications incapacities of the Church, Catholic
teaching on sexual love and human reproduction is
often taken to be a string of prohibitions, in which
aloof and nay-saying celibate clergy presume to in-
struct lay men and women on their moral responsibili-
ties. The truth of that matter, however, is that every

“no” in the Church’s understanding of moral life is
premised on a “yes.”

In the first millennium of Christian moral theology,
morality was primarily understood as a means to happi-
ness, and the Beatitudes were the “magna carta” of the
Christian moral life. Christians didn’t do certain things,
not because they were arbitrarily forbidden, but because
they didn’t make for our happiness and flourishing.

The Church has begun to recover that positive, beat-
itude-centered understanding of the moral life, thanks
to the work of great moral theologians like the recent-
ly deceased Father Servais Pinckaers, O.P., and the
magisterium of Pope John Paul II. Because of this
work, the Church of the 21st century can appeal to all
men and women of good will on the basis of questions
that are truly universal in scope: “What makes for
human happiness?” “What makes for genuine human
flourishing?”

Explicitly or implicitly, alone or with others, every-
one asks those questions. Beginning there, we can have
a real conversation about what is good and what is evil,
what is noble and what is base, what is life-affirming
and what is life denying. 

Afew weeks ago the news carried the story that the
astronomers of our country, through the magic of
their telescopes and detecting devises, had man-

aged to take a photo of three new stars never seen before.
They are at the very edge of creation far beyond our galaxy,
billions of light years away.

That knowledge should cause any thinking person to
stop and reflect on our own insignificance in the reality of
the entire creation. How vast is the entire universe with its
millions of galaxies. How immense is that “before and
after” by which we measure time. It is really beyond all
comprehension.

And yet how simple it is for us who believe. “In the be-
ginning when God created the heavens and the earth…”
(Gen  1:1). A child can hear and understand these words.
The psalmist made it easy for those who will listen. “By the
word of the Lord the heavens were made, by the breath of
His mouth all their hosts…For He spoke and it was made:
He commanded and it stood forth” (Psalm 33: 3,9).

Saint John made the creation story even more clear. “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was in God’s
presence, and the Word was God…Through Him all things
came into being, and apart from Him, nothing came to be”
(John 1:1,3).

Saint Paul spoke to the Athenians about this unseen
God. “In Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts
17:28). This Creator is like the atmosphere that surrounds
us; or it is like the “dark matter” that scientists tell us fills
the universe? We are actually permeated by the Divine
Presence that fills creation and holds it in existence.

And now, at this season, we are faced with the most as-
tounding, most incredible, most awesome and mysterious
words ever written. Et Verbum Caro factum est, et habitavit
in nobis (“and the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us)” (John 1:14).

And the children gather at the nativity scene. All is fa-
miliar. The beautiful mother, the tiny infant and the pro-
tecting father are all so reassuring. The shepherds, animals,
the kings and even the angels are a comforting sight.

Jesus is the “Word of God” become man. The words
once spoken to Mary by Gabriel become a reality for all
who come in faith to the Manger. “For when the peaceful
stillness encompassed everything and the night in its swift
course was half spent, your all-powerful Word from heav-
en’s throne bounded” (Wis 18:14). “Be not afraid. All is
calm. All is bright.” There is nothing to fear here.

The infinite has become finite. The eternal has
stepped into time. The omnipotent has become as weak
as a baby. The mighty Word that spoke in a power-
filled roar that created the heavens and the earth, can

now be heard in a tiny baby’s gurgle and cry.
Yes, this is truly an unbelievable faith. In the face of

such a majestic gesture of God’s love we can only kneel,
watch and submit to the words of the El Shaddai, the
Almighty One. “Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm
46:10). The Lord seems to say, I am here among you and
we can rest in the peace of God.

( Msgr. John Gilchrist is pastor emeritus of Holy Cross
Parish, Harrison.)

In his great encyclical on Christian mission,
Redemptoris Missio, John Paul II wrote that “The
Church proposes; she imposes nothing.” In a cultural
climate like our own—in which the question “Will it
work?” usually trumps the question “Is it right?”—the
Catholic proposals contained in Dignitas Personae are
inevitably countercultural.

It is countercultural to affirm medical technologies
and procedures that assist infertile couples in conceiv-
ing through natural means, while proposing that IVF
(in vitro fertilization) poses grave moral problems. It is
countercultural to embrace and celebrate the possibili-
ties for healing contained in the new genetics, while
proposing that embryo-destructive stem-cell research
is a grave moral evil. It is countercultural to bring the
tools of moral reason to bear on heart-rending issues
that most of our fellow-citizens believe can be resolved
emotively and technologically, on the basis of compas-
sion wedded to technique.

So, yes, Dignitas Personae is countercultural. But it
is countercultural precisely in order to lift up, defend,
and promote the dignity of the human person, which is
at risk when human life becomes commodified.

Knowledge must be complemented by wisdom—
moral wisdom—if humanity is to avoid Huxley’s
dystopia. Reminding us of that, Dignitas Personae
does a great, necessary and compassionate service.

(George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.)

CNS photo

The Whirlpool galaxy is depicted in this deep-space image
taken by the Hubble Space Telescope.

Every ‘no’ in the Church’s
understanding of moral life is

premised on a ‘yes.’

Beholding the universe permeated by Divine Presence

VOICES

By Rev. Msgr. John Gilchrist

THE CATHOLIC
DIFFERENCE

By George Weigel
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Felician College interfaith luncheon
brings Abrahamic faiths to the table

Archdiocese salutes outstanding youths

LODI — Felician College’s Depart-
ment of Religious Studies and Angelicum,
the Religious Studies Club, hosted an
interfaith luncheon Nov. 18—an event
sponsored by the Interfaith Dialog
Center, Newark.

The theme of the luncheon was
“Family in the Abrahamic Religions.”
The program included presentations by
Rabbi Dr. Alan Brill, Seton Hall
University; South Orange; Dr. Levent
Koc, executive director of the Interfaith
Dialog Center; and Professor Dorothy
M. Noble, Felician College. Other par-
ticipants in the event included Sister
Maryann Mueller and Brother Kevin
Smith of Felician College.

The mission of the Interfaith Dialog
Center—a not-for-profit organization
founded by Turkish-Americans living in
North Jersey—is to contribute to improve-
ments in diversity, pluralism and multicul-
turalism in our society. The group also
maintains an office in Carlstadt.

Noble observed that individuals and
faith communities engaged in an inter-

religious dialogue are committed to
sharing ideas, concerns, understanding,
appreciation and enrichment of each
others’ traditions.

“The subject of family and parenting
is a common point for dialogue among
Jews, Christians and Muslims,” Noble

Bayonne; Lina Kraytem, Assumption,
Emerson; Andrew Krema, Saint
Bartholomew the Apostle, Scotch Plains;
Mary La Riviera, Saint Mary, Nutley;
Lilymey Lam, Saint Cecilia, Kearny;
Katey Lawlor, Immaculate
Conception, Norwood; George
Leocata, Immaculate Conception,
Norwood; Bryan Lindorff, Saint
Stephen, Kearny; Erica LoGiudice,
Saint Theresa, Kenilworth;
Christina Mastroeni, Holy Family,
Nutley; Natalie Millan, Saint John the
Evangelist, Leonia; Matthew Cory
Miller, Saint John the Apostle, Linden;
Rosa Morocho, Holy Trinity, Fort Lee;
Robert Mullins, Saint Vincent de Paul,
Bayonne; Matthew Murphy, Saint
Joseph, Bayonne; Jessie Rose
Northgrave, Saint Michael, Bayonne;

NEWARK—Fifty-two young people
from throughout the Archdiocese of
Newark were honored with individual
awards at the annual Youth Ministry
Recognition Mass celebrated Oct. 26 at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart by Bishop Manuel A. Cruz (see
The Catholic Advocate, Nov. 12).

Young people—listed below in alpha-
betical order along with their respective
parish faith communities—who received
awards from Bishop Cruz included: Juan
Alvarado, Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Newark; Cynthia Amaya, Christ the
King, Hillside; Julianna Antonucci, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, Tenafly;
Stephanie Arias, Saint Mary,
Elizabeth; Maggie Biedenkapp,
Corpus Christi, Hasbrouck Heights;
Pawel Borowiec, Saint Ann, Jersey City;
Brendan Brito, Saint Catherine of
Siena, Cedar Grove; Christine Brock,
Saint Peter the Apostle, River Edge;
Monica Castillo, Immaculate
Conception, Elizabeth; Sujin Cho, Saint
Andrew Kim, Maplewood; Christopher
Conserve, Holy Spirit/Our Lady Help
of Christian, East Orange; Suzanne
Crifo, Saint Catharine, Glen Rock;
Jennifer Cush, Our Lady of Good
Counsel, Washington Township;
Gabrielle Dennis, Saint Peter Claver,
Montclair; Anthony DiBella, Saint Peter
the Apostle, River Edge; Ralph Galvez,
Our Lady of Sorrows, Kearny; Kristen
Gawlik, Saint Joseph, Oradell; Steven
Grabowski, Saint Thomas the Apostle,
Bloomfield; Agnes Kalinowski, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, Bayonne;
Meghan Kiernan, Saint Vincent de Paul,

Laura Olson, Saint Philomena,
Livingston; Sarah Osterkorn, Holy Cross,
Harrison; Domenick Panfile, Saint Mary,
Dumont; Dillon Patrick, Saint Peter
Claver, Montclair; Thomas Plate, Sacred
Heart, Bloomfield; Owen Riley, Saint
Lucy, Newark; Mary Rizzo, Our Lady of
the Visitation, Paramus; Ericka Rodas,
Saint Henry, Bayonne; Samantha
Romano, Most Blessed Sacrament,
Franklin Lakes; Kaitlyn Rossi , Sacred
Heart, Bloomfield; Meghan Scarry, Saint
Luke, HoHoKus; Alex Sturm, Saint
James the Apostle, Springfield; Sara
Taeschler, Our Lady of Lourdes,
Mountainside; Rachel Tuck, Holy Name
of Jesus, East Orange; Brian Whiteside,
Saint Genevieve, Elizabeth; and James
Zuba, Immaculate Conception,
Norwood.

VATICAN
CITY (CNS)—
Now is the
time for a
“broad, precise
and detailed”
reflection on
what the ecumenical movement has
achieved, where it has stalled and what
is needed to move the search for
Christian unity forward, Pope Benedict
XVI said. 

“One could say that we find our-
selves ‘on the way,’ at an intermediate
stage, where it appears useful and op-
portune to examine objectively the re-
sults obtained,” the pope said Dec. 12
during a meeting with members of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity.

The pope told council members it
was essential to review the past in order
to “identify new paths to follow, trying to
overcome together the differences that
unfortunately still remain in relations
among the disciples of Christ.” Looking
particularly at relations with the
Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox
churches, Pope Benedict said signifi-
cant steps forward had been made in
the theological dialogue and in the “con-
solidation and growth of ecclesial frater-
nity. It is consoling to note how a sincere
spirit of friendship between Catholics
and Orthodox has been growing in
these years,” he said. 

Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of
the Christian unity council, told the pope
that, while council members had identi-
fied “many good fruits” produced by the
ecumenical dialogues, “we cannot close
our eyes to the current situation, to new
difficulties and challenges. We have
identified new problems and looked for
ways to face them,” the 75-year-old
cardinal said.  “We also are convinced
that recent difficulties cannot be a mo-
tive for slowing down or abandoning our
commitment; rather, they must be a
stimulus for reinforcing and intensifying it
and for seeking new ways and methods
to bring it to completion,” he said.

Without mentioning any specific ecu-
menical difficulties, such as the differ-
ences with the Anglican Communion
over homosexuality and over the ordina-
tion of women bishops, Cardinal Kasper
said one of the chief barriers to Christian
unity is differences in the way Christians
interpret the word of God and the
weight they give to Christian tradition.

Pope Benedict XVI

THE POPE SPEAKS

Pope reviews
ecumenism
paths,
goals

Advocate photo – Ward Miele

Bishop Manuel A. Cruz honored a long line of archdiocesan youth and young adults at
the annual Youth Ministry Recognition Mass. Separately, the Archdiocese of Newark will
celebrate “Young Adult Month” in January, with various outreach events. Call the office for
Youth and Young Adults Ministry and the Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center in Kearny at
(201) 998-0088 or visit the Web site (www.newarkoym.org), for a full listing of activities.

Submitted photo

Rabbi Dr. Alan Brill, Dr. Levent Koc, Professor Dorothy M. Noble, Sister
Maryann Mueller, Felician College; and Brother Kevin Smith, Felician College
(left to right) share a moment at an interfaith luncheon hosted by Felician
College. Founded in 1942 by the Felician Sisters, Felician College is a coed-
ucational, liberal arts, Catholic college with campuses, in Lodi and Rutherford.

said. “The Church regards the family
as the original cell of social life and
the human community is made up of
persons. Any exploration of family
and parenting issues must include
concerns of justice in everyday rela-
tionships and life.”
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Astronaut orbits Elizabeth
to visit a favorite teacher

ELIZABETH—It was a celestial, “full-circle” moment for the prin-
cipal of Blessed Sacrament elementary school and one of her former stu-
dents, who is now a space traveler.

Students and staff at Blessed Sacrament welcomed NASA astronaut
Col. Alvin Drew on Nov. 25. Drew, an Air Force colonel, is based at
NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston. He was a member of the
crew for the August 2007 Endeavor Space Shuttle mission that went into
orbit and visited the International Space Station to make repairs and re-
plenish supplies.

Col. Drew was fascinated with NASA’s Apollo missions to the moon
during the 1970s, when he was a student at Saint Anthony School in
Washington, D.C., which was staffed by the Benedictine Sisters of
Elizabeth. His first-grade teacher at the time was Sister Ursula Butler,
O.S.B., who is now the principal at Blessed Sacrament. 

“He was a very gifted child. He always had an excitement to learn,”
Sr. Ursula recalled, sharing her fondest memories of Col. Drew. “As a
student he had a great interest in the NASA missions and said he
wanted to be an astronaut.”

Last year, prior to his Endeavor mission, Col. Drew contacted Sr.
Ursula and discussed plans to see her when his schedule permitted. As it
turned out, he was traveling through the metropolitan area last month and
made the arrangements.

Col. Drew addressed the Blessed Sacrament students at an assembly
and discussed the history of space exploration by the United States. He
told the assembly there could be a future astronaut in the room and en-
joyed the many engaging questions posed by students. Col. Drew later
went to each classroom to pose for photos with students.

Following his stay at Blessed Sacrament School, Col. Drew stopped
at Saint Walburga Monastery to visit former teachers he had at Saint
Anthony’s in Washington D.C. He visited with Sister Alice Kelly,
O.S.B., who was principal when he was a student and Sister Damien
Gatti, O.S.B., who taught him language arts.

Submitted photo

NASA astronaut Col. Alvin Drew (center) reconnected with Sister Ursula
Butler (right), currently the principal of Blessed Sacrament School in
Elizabeth, who was his first-grade teacher. Col. Drew posed with members
of the Blessed Sacrament kindergarten class and teacher Ann Fullem.

BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

The offices of The Catholic Advocate will be closed 
December 24, 25, 26, 31, 2008, 

and January 1, 2, 2009

4 tickets to a Seton Hall game

4 White Castle meals

1 full-size Pirate basketball

WEST VIRGINIA SAT JAN. 3 4:00 PM
VILLANOVA TUE JAN. 6 8:00 PM
PROVIDENCE THU JAN. 22 7:00 PM
GEORGETOWN SUN JAN. 25 2:00 PM
USF WED FEB. 25 7:00 PM
PITTSBURGH SAT FEB. 28 8:30 PM

CAN YOU HELP SAVE
A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Angela” was saved from 
abortion and born on 6/26/08. We struggle
to keep our prolife shelters open to provide
a choice for over 300 pregnant women who
call our hotline monthly. Your contributions
can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
5th ANNUAL

CHRISTMAS FOOD COLLECTION
We will once again be accepting any non-perishable food items for distribution

to food pantries for those less fortunate people in the Archdiocese.
Your donations may be dropped off during business hours 

in the office of all Archdiocesan Cemeteries and Mausoleums between

Saturday, December 6th thru Tuesday,
January 6, 2009

The ministry of Catholic Cemeteries operates under the auspices of the  
Catholic Church. It is important to recognize that the burial of the

dead is only one of the Corporal Works of Mercy. The Church 
encourages frequent cemetery visits and prayers for the dead.

Visiting the sick, clothing the naked, feeding the hungry are also 
works of mercy to also be encouraged.

Performing them on behalf of our deceased loved ones are Mitzvah 
(wonderful gifts that cannot be repaid) and truly honor the memory of the deceased 
in a tangible way.
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Cardinal Dulles succumbs at 90;
a dear friend of the archdiocese

File photo

Cardinal Dulles (second from right) celebrated Christmas, Holy Week and Easter with the community
of Our Lady of Sorrows, South Orange, annually from 2001 until his illness progressed in 2007. He is
seen in this Easter photo with, from left, Deacon John Inguaggiato, Msgr. John Doran, Archdiocesan
Vicar General and former pastor of Our Lady of Sorrows, and Fr. Marc A. Vicari.

WASHINGTON (CNS)—
Cardinal Avery Dulles, a Jesuit
theologian and friend of the
Archdiocese of Newark who was
made a cardinal in 2001, died Dec.
12 at the Jesuit infirmary in New
York, Murray-Weigel Hall. A
cause of death was not released but
he had been in poor health. He was
90 years old.

A funeral Mass for the cardinal
was celebrated Dec. 18 at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, followed by
burial at the Jesuit Cemetery in
Auriesville, N.Y.

Pope Benedict XVI offered his
condolences to the Jesuit commu-
nity and Cardinal Dulles’ friends
and family. The pope remarked on
the cardinal’s “deep learning,
serene judgment and unfailing love
of the Lord and His Church which
marked his entire priestly ministry
and his long years of teaching and
theological research.”

Cardinal Dulles’ death “brings
home to God a great theologian
and a totally dedicated servant of
the Church,” Cardinal Francis E.
George of Chicago, president of
the U.S. bishops, said.

Cardinal Dulles had a long
and warm connection with the
Archdiocese of Newark and her
people, and was a close friend and
colleague of Archbishop John J.
Myers, Archbishop Emeritus Peter
L. Gerety and Cardinal Theodore
E. McCarrick.

He came to know the archdio-
cese when he participated first as a
speaker in a lecture series at Sacred
Heart Cathedral by prominent

theologians of the time that
Archbishop Gerety organized.
Later, Cardinal Dulles continued to
share his gifts as a priest-theolo-
gian and teacher on a number of
occasions with the seminarians at
Immaculate Conception Seminary.

For many in the Archdiocese of
Newark, Cardinal Dulles will be
remembered for his strong parish
link with Our Lady of Sorrows
Parish in South Orange. Beginning
in 1997, in the years leading up to
the Jubilee Year of 2000, Cardinal
Dulles helped establish a theologi-
cal lecture series for interested lay
people. He delivered six lectures
over the years and helped to attract
other theologians to the series.

In 2001, Cardinal Dulles cele-
brated Easter Mass at Our Lady of
Sorrows shortly after he was creat-
ed a Cardinal by Pope John Paul II
that February, and he continued to
return to South Orange and cele-
brate Christmas, Holy Week and
Easter with the community of Our
Lady of Sorrows annually until his
illness progressed in 2007.

“The Catholic Church and the
world has lost one of its most
inspiring teachers of faith, and
strongest moral voices,” Arch-
bishop Myers said. “Throughout
his entire life, Avery Dulles helped
countless people reach a deeper
relationship with God, and a
stronger understanding of how to
live according to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

“I first came to know him
when I was a doctoral student at
Catholic University, and we have

remained great friends through-
out the years, a friendship that I
have always valued beyond
measure,” the archbishop contin-
ued. “Even in his last years, as he
met the challenge of physical ail-
ments, he did so with a grace and
a serenity that clearly taught

Become A Spiritual Hero
A Journey for Story Lovers and Romantics who Thirst for Spiritual Adventure

A Retreat by Reverend Dwight Longenecker,
Best-selling author and broadcaster, Founder of the
Ordinary Hero© Program used by chaplains and
leadership trainers to enhance team building and
inspire decision making.

Saturday, January 17, 2009
9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Quellen Spiritual Center
350 Bernardsville Road
Mendham, N.J. 07945

Cost: $35.00 (includes lunch)

To register, or for more information, please contact
Gregory Glazov, D.Phil., Coordinator of the Great
Spiritual Books Program, or Deborah Kurus, Institute
for Christian Spirituality, at kurusdeb@shu.edu or
(973) 313-6329.

Sponsored by the Great Spiritual Books Program,
Institute for Christian Spirituality

surrender to the will of God.”
Cardinal Dulles gave what was

described as a farewell address in
April, delivering the Laurence J.
McGinley lecture at Jesuit-run
Fordham University, New York. In
the presentation Cardinal Dulles
reconfirmed his faith, his ortho-
doxy, his spirituality and his com-
mitment to the Society of Jesus.
He also offered a final word
against the materialism, he said is
found in modern society. 

Later that month he had a pri-
vate meeting with Pope Benedict
XVI during the pontiff’s visit to
New York. The session was
called a significant meeting of
“two of the leading Catholic the-
ologians who interpreted Vatican
II for a generation,” by Father
James Massa, executive director
of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat of
Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs. Father Massa described
Cardinal Dulles as a “reliable and
faithful interpreter” of the Second
Vatican Council for “a generation
of priests, scholars and faithful.” 

Pope John Paul II, who began
the practice of naming as cardinals
priest-theologians who were al-
ready past age 80 and therefore in-
eligible to vote in a conclave, in-
cluded Cardinal Dulles in the
group of cardinals created in 2001. 

The son of former Secretary of
State John Foster Dulles and
nephew of onetime CIA director
Allen Walsh Dulles—both of
whom served in the Eisenhower

administration during the 1950s—
Cardinal Dulles, became known
for his groundbreaking 1974 work
“Models of the Church,” one of 22
books published under his name in
which he defined the Church as in-
stitution, mystical communion,
sacrament, herald, servant and
community of disciples and cri-
tiqued each. 

Born Aug. 24, 1918, Cardinal
Dulles was the grandson of a
Presbyterian minister. He joined
the Catholic Church as a young
man after he went through a peri-
od of unbelief. 

“In becoming a Catholic, I felt
from the beginning that I was
joining the communion of the
saints,” he said at a 2004 lecture in
New York on author C.S. Lewis.
“I found great joy at the sense of
belonging to a body of believers
that stretched across the face of
the globe.” 

He entered the Catholic
Church in 1941 while a student at
Harvard Law School. He served in
the Navy in World War II and then
entered the Jesuits after his dis-
charge in 1946. He was ordained
to the priesthood in 1956. 

Past president of both the
Catholic Theological Society of
America and the American
Theological Society, Cardinal
Dulles served on the International
Theological Commission and as a
member of the U.S. Lutheran-
Roman Catholic dialogue. He also
served as a consultant to the U.S.
bishops’ Committee on Doctrine. 
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May the joy of Christmas
live in your heart all year long.

St. Mary Star 
of the Sea Church 

Bayonne

St. John the Evangelist
Church 

Bergenfield

St. Valentine Church
Bloomfield

Church of the Epiphany 
Cliffside Park

St. Mary Church 
Dumont

Holy Spirit & Our Lady
Help of Christian

Church
East Orange

Holy Rosary/
St. Michael Church 

Elizabeth

Our Lady of  Fatima
Church 

Elizabeth

St. Leo Church 
Elmwood Park

Most Blessed Sacrament
Church 

Franklin Lakes

Our Lady of Mount
Virgin Church 

Garfield

Our Lady 
of Sorrows Church 

Garfield

St. Joseph Church 
Hackensack

Corpus Christi Church
Hasbrouck Heights

Christ the King Church
Hillside

St. Ann Church 
Jersey City

St. Anne Church
Jersey City

Bower & Co. 
Kearny

Our Lady of Sorrows
Church 
Kearny

St. Michael the
Archangel Church 

Lyndhurst

Office of Black 
Catholics Ministry

Newark

St. Lucy Church 
Newark

Queen of Peace 
Church 

North Arlington

Holy Family 
Church 
Nutley

Our Lady of Lourdes
Church

West Orange
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ADULT AND GRADUATE

OPEN
HOUSES
January 7, 2009
March 5, 2009
May 27, 2009

(201) 559-6077
www.felician.edu

PROGRAMS FOR WORKING ADULTS

Felician College
BUSINESS
 MBA – One night a week

 Two-year, 36-credit program. Innovation/corporate entrepreneurship program   
 with specializations in accounting, management and marketing.
 MBA – Saturday Out by Noon

 Two-year, 36-credit program meets Saturday mornings. Innovation/corporate   
 entrepreneurship program with specialization in management.
 Bachelor’s Completion in Business
 Express Weekend Bachelor’s Completion in Business

 16-month accelerated weekend bachelor’s completion program for students   
 with an associate degree. Complete your bachelor’s while you work full time.
 Associate Degree

NURSING
 RN to BSN Fast Track – 19 months. Meets one day a week.
  RN to BSN to MSN
 MSN – Adult & Family NP – Online and on campus
 MSN – Education – On campus
 School Nurse/Teacher of Health Education

EDUCATION
 Teacher Education Certification
 Master of Arts in Education
 Master of Arts in Educational Leadership
 Bachelor’s in Education for Working Adults
 School Nurse/Teacher of Health Education

ARTS AND SCIENCES
 Master’s in Religious Education – Online. Become a lay ecclesiastic minister.
 Bachelor’s Completion in Computer Information Systems
 Bachelor’s Completion in Criminal Justice

A TIMELESS WARRANTY
ONLY FROM YOUR EXCLUSIVE AUTHORIZED ROCK of AGES MEMORIALIST

MONUMENTS  MARKERS  MAUSOLEUMS

McHUGH - TULLY MEMORIALS
214 Ridgedale Ave., East Hanover

1-800-924-0514 • 1-800-698-2429 •  mchughmem@aol.com
LINCOLN MONUMENT COMPANY

405 Orange Rd., Montclair • 220 Lenox Ave., Westfield
1-800-854-1330 • www.lincolnmonuments.com

S E A L M A R K

RALPH RULLIS, Jr., C.M. - CERTIFIED MEMORIALIST
(as featured in the New York Times article - in person)
Our Credentials Also Include 29 Design And Industry Awards For
Excellence In Marker, Monument And Mausoleum Design

DESIGNERS • FABRICATORS • ERECTORS • BRONZE & GRANITE MARKERS • CEMETERY LETTERING

Serving all Cemeteries and Families 
Like Yours Since 1919

Advocate photo – Ward Miele

TEAM EFFORT—Just in time for Christmas dinner, the National
Basketball Playersʼ Association (NBPA) delivered 500 frozen turkeys to
the Emergency Food and Nutrition Network (EFNN) of Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of Newark. The turkeys were delivered the
morning of Dec. 16 and distributed the same day—part of a nationwide
NBPA effort in conjunction with Catholic Charities USA and Feed The
Children. Overall, Catholic Charities USA distributed 15,000 turkeys to
needy families across the nation. “NBA players recognize how the cur-
rent economy is impacting our fans and families,” Derek Fisher, NBPA
president, said. EFNN manages 75 emergency food pantries that op-
erate throughout the four counties of the archdiocese. Contact EFNN
at (973) 266-7966 to make a donation.

����������������

Merry Christmas
&

Peace in 2009



From all of us  at 
Advocate Publishing Corp.

to all of you
Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year
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When Mom or Dad need 
extended care... 
St. Ann’s Home.

Along with traditional care rendered our 
residents, St. Ann’s offers our residents the 

opportunity to participate in Integrated 
Modalities for Healing, i.e., aroma therapy, massage
therapy, Reiki treatment, Hand and Foot reflexology.

These are included either daily or in our monthy
“Spa Day” offerings.

Be assured your family member is
welcome to come to our home for a
life of good health and good friends

under good care.

. . .Sponsored by  the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Peace.. .

SAINT ANN’S HOME
198 Old Bergen Road

Jersey City, New Jersey 07305
(201) 433-0950 • Fax (201) 433-6554

www.saintannshome.com

Please cal l

Compassion 
& Dignity

Anthony P. Vainieri, Owner    NJ Lic. No. 2032

Anthony P. Vainieri Jr., Manager    NJ Lic. No. 3880

Valerie Vainieri Huttle, Director    NJ Lic. No. 3558

5923 Kennedy Boulevard • North Bergen, NJ 07047

201 • 868-6555

Wishes  All
A Merry Christmas

“Merry Christmas”

Residential & Commercial
Oil Service 

& Installations

Bromirski Funeral Home
221 Warren St.• Jersey City, NJ 07302

201-434-4883 • Fax 201-434-7884
Merry Christmas

William L. Bromirski, Mgr.
NJ Lic.#2300

Barbara A. Bromirski        Melanie B. Zazula
NJ Lic.#2614                         NJ Lic.#2747

St. Gabriel the
Archangel Church,
Saddle River, NJ

May the Lord
shower His rich
blessings upon

each & everyone
Merry Christmas



Visit us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org
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Ramapo students ‘focus’ on faith mission
M A H WA H — R a m a p o

College has become the second
college campus in New Jersey to
establish a chapter of Fellowship
of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS). Ramapo joins the
FOCUS team at Seton Hall
University (SHU), South Orange.

Nationwide FOCUS has 39
chapters in 21 states. Including
Ramapo College, seven chapters
have been added since the start
of this academic year. The na-
tional headquarters for FOCUS
is based in Denver.

FOCUS missionaries typi-
cally work alongside the local
campus ministries. At Ramapo
College, FOCUS has teamed
up with Catholics at Ramapo
United (CRU).

As a separate prelude to this
alliance, Archbishop John J.
Myers visited the Ramapo cam-
pus last February to celebrate
Mass with more than 50 students
as well as trumpet a link between
CRU and nearby Immaculate
Conception Parish (see The
Catholic Advocate, March 5).

“I have really enjoyed getting
to know our FOCUS missionaries.
They are very personable men and
women of deep conviction,” Dan
Grassano, CRU president, said.
“The FOCUS Bible study that I
have attended has been a great
way to reflect on Scripture with
my fellow Catholics as well as
take away practical ways to live
our faith.”

Bible studies, retreats and mis-
sions, along with one-on-one dis-
cipleship are part of the overall
process of the FOCUS approach to
Catholic ministry for college stu-
dents. According to information
provided by a FOCUS spokesman
in Denver, the thrust for FOCUS,

Advocate photo—Melissa McNally

Archbishop John J. Myers (center) last month welcomed members of
the new Ramapo College chapter of FOCUS to the Archdiocesan
Center in Newark. Meeting with the archbishop were, left to right, Maria
Parker, Edward Gasiewski, Ronald Roth, Jr., and Jessica Pruemer.
Founded in 1998, the mission of FOCUS (www.focusonline.org) is to
foster the “fullness of life and truth in the Church” with college students
through Bible studies, leadership training and Christian fellowship.

Place your Holiday
order early!

ROSELLE SEAFOOD
“Fresh Fish Daily”

Deep Fried Dinners to Go
Steamed Shrimp • Steamed Maryland Crabs

111 West 2nd Avenue • Roselle NJ 07203
908-241-5990

19 Lincoln Avenue
Rutherford, NJ 07070
Telephone: 201-939-1050

ANGELO G. MANIA, CFSP
NJ Lic. No. JP03201

Manager

e-mail: ccfn1884@hotmail.com

FUNERAL HOME

Merry Christmas!

Saint Anthony of  Padua Chapel
1360 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange, NJ 07052

Tel: (973) 325-2233 • www.stanthonyschapel.org
Served by the Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest

Directions: Exit 7 from I-280, then south for 1 1/2 miles 
on Pleasant Valley Way

Come to St. Anthony’s!
Designated by the Archdiocese of  Newark for the 
exclusive celebration of  the Extraordinary Form 

of  the Latin Rite.
Christmas and New Year’s Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve Midnight High Mass: 
Dec. 24, 2008 at 11 p.m. 

• Christmas Day: Thursday, December 25 
• 7:30 a.m.; 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m.

Octave Day of Christmas January 1, 2009
Masses: 9; 11 a.m. (High Mass); 7 p.m.

• Confessions Christmas Eve: 10:00 p.m.
On the other days 1/2 hour before and between Masses.

Traditional
Latin Mass

SERVICE PROVIDERS
Father Mike Moran 

shares precious 

moments with 

parishioners at 

St. Anthony Gardnersville, 

Monrovia, Liberia.

“Serving All Faiths”

CostaCosta
MemorialMemorial

HomeHome

(201) 288-0234
170 Central Ave. • Hasbrouck Heights

(corner of Boulevard and central Avenue)

Family Owned & Operated
Joseph L. Costa, Manager, Director-NJ Lic. No. 2561

Vincent L. Costa, Director-NJ Lic. No. 3807
Joseph A. Costa, Director-NJ Lic. No. 3809 

Expanded Parking • Barrier Free Facilities
Members of the NJ Pre-Paid Funeral Trust Fund

Earlier this year five FOCUS
missionaries from SHU traveled to
Texas to participate in the group’s
annual national conference (see
The Catholic Advocate, March 5).
Traveling with the SHU FOCUS
quintet were more than 50
Catholic Campus Ministry stu-
dents from the Garden State.

working in conjunction with exist-
ing campus ministries, is to create
Catholic communities on college
and university campuses to share
the message of Jesus Christ and
His Church. FOCUS missionaries
go out to students, meet them
where they are in life and work to
build genuine friendships, he said.

ADVERTISERS: 
Celebrate “Catholic Schools Week” in
The Catholic Advocate’s Jan. 21, 2009 

special report. 
Call (973) 497-4201 to learn more!

530 High Mountain Road

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417

Tel: 201-891-4770

www.vanderplaat.com

Jonathan Vander Plaat, Manager

NJ Lic. No. 3959

e-mail: jonathan@vanderplaat.com

Merry Christmas
from

MEMORIAL HOME INC.
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HELP WANTEDANNOUNCEMENT

PRO-LIFE OPENINGS
The Several Sources Shelters,
our non-profit, non-sectarian shel-
ters for pregnant women are in
need of kind, compassionate 
individuals to fill the following
openings: LIVE-IN ASSISTANT 
HOUSEMOTHER, $13,500-
$16,500/ year–with three weeks
vacation per year. Driverʼs license
required. To receive a specific job
description please call K. Wrona
(201) 818-9334.

SERVICES OFFERED

WANTED 
MAHOGANY FURNITURE

Dining rooms, bedrooms, break-
fronts, secretaries. One piece or
complete contents. Call Bill 
(973) 586-4804.

WANTED TO BUY

NOVENAS

Senior Care at Home
Senior Care at Home is the lower cost alternative
to nursing homes or assisted living. Family Care
Employment Agency provides live in caregiver  al-
lowing the comfort of their own house. We specialize
in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies and house-
keepers. All candidates are fluent in English with
great references.

For our personalized placement services, 
call Dell at (908) 416-7976.

GIFTS

 M  S

McAULEY
Religious Gift Shop

at Mount St. Mary’s (across from Sears)

Rosaries • Statues • Gifts
Catholic Medals • Cards •

Music  Books • Bibles

(908) 754-2793
Monday-Friday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Mt. St. Mary’s
1633 Rt. 22 and Terrill Road

Watchung, NJ 07069

WE ACCEPT PAYMENT BY CASH
OR PERSONAL CHECKS. 

NO CREDIT CARDS.

Upcomming
Issue–

January 21
Catholic
Schools

Week

Call for rates 
and info 

(973) 497-4200
E-mail: ad-

voads@rcan.org

Is your marriage no
longer a labor of  love?
Put the fun and caring back in your

relationship by attending a
Marriage Encounter

Weekend
March 13-15, 2009

July 17-19, 2009
Call 1-800-823-5683

The Missionary Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Con-ception are
currently seeking  2 Administrators (1 full-time, 1 part-time) for their unli-
censed Tran-sitional Care Unit in Tenafly, NJ. The Administrators are re-
sponsible for fostering the life and spirit of the congregation through the
care of the sisters, and for the professional and efficient operation of the
facility. Experience in senior health care and employee management
would be a plus. 

Please send your resume by Jan. 3, 2008, to: 
sfondini@mficusa.org

Sr. Suzanne Fondini, mfic, Provincial
Missionary Franciscan Sisters 

790 Centre St., Newton, MA  02458-2530

Archdiocese of Newark
Priest/Religious Death Notice(s)

Please submit information to Melissa McNally
Email: mcnallme@rcan.org

Fax (973) 487-4192 • Phone (973) 497-4196
To receipt of information does not guarantee publication. 

Notices will be printed as space permits.
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214 Ridgedale Ave., East Hanover
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LINCOLN MONUMENT COMPANY

405 Orange Rd., Montclair • 220 Lenox Ave., Westfield
1-800-854-1330 • www.lincolnmonuments.com

S E A L M A R K

RALPH RULLIS, Jr., C.M. - CERTIFIED MEMORIALIST
(as featured in the New York Times article - in person)
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Like Yours Since 1919

Immaculate Conception

Cemetery and Mausoleum
Grove St. & Mt. Hebron Rd.
Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Serving the Catholic Community of Northwest
Essex County since 1895
(973) 744-5939

Aloia Funeral Home, Inc

180 Harrison Ave., Garfield, NJ
973-340-7077

Louis G. Aloia, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3372
Rosemarie A.Aloia,NJ Lic.No.3829

Andrea R.Gilkes, NJ Lic.No. 4114

CARING FAMILY SERVICE SINCE 1940
www.aloiafuneral.com

KJoseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

�201� 865-0923Serving all
communities

for over 
50 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

FUNERAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

Funeral Services

Directory

Call Mona for rates.

(973) 497-4203

E-mail: 

westbrra@rcan.org

NOVENA TO THE  SACRED HEART
I give thanks for the favor Granted by the powerful Novena made to the
Sacred Heart. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, adored and glo-
rified through the whole    world forever. Amen. Say this little prayer (6)
times a day for (9) consecutive days, your prayer will be answered before
the 9th day, no matter how impossible it may seem to you. Donʼt forget to
thank the Sacred Heart. Publication promised. Many favors Received.

J.I.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, as-
sist me in my necessity. Oh, Star of
the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to se-
cure me in my necessity (make re-
quest). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place
this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. Novena is published in grati-
tude. Thank you.                       

E.D.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, as-
sist me in my necessity. Oh, Star of
the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to se-
cure me in my necessity (make re-
quest). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place
this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. Novena is published in grati-
tude. Thank you.                       

W.B.

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, You who solve all prob-
lems, who light all roads so that I
can attain my goals. You who give
me the divine gift to forgive and for-
get all evil against me, and that in
all instances of my life, You are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for all things and to
confirm once again, that I never
want to be separated from You,
even and in spite of all material illu-
sion. I wish to be with You in eter-
nal glory. Thank you for your mercy
toward me and mine. Amen. Say
this prayer for 3 consecutive days.
Published in gratitude of grace at-
tained and for many requests
granted.                                   

E.D.

ST. THERESA
Oh Glorious Saint Theresa, whom
almighty God has raised up to aid
and counsel mankind. I invite your
miraculous intercession. So pow-
erful are you obtaining every need
of body and soul, our Holy Mother
Church proclaims you a " Prodigy
of Miracles. " Now fervently I be-
seech you to answer my petition
(mention here) and carry out your
promise of doing good upon earth
of letting fall from heaven a show-
er of roses. Henceforth, Dear little
flower, I will fulfill your plea to be
made known everywhere and I
will never cease to lead others to
Jesus through you. Amen.
(Say prayer everyday for 9 days.
By 4th day, ask for a sign. If
prayers are to be answer.
Between 4th and 9th day, you will
see arose in magazine, TV picture
or receive roses. You can also get
a strong scent of roses in home
even if no roses present. Must
promise publication. Thank you.)           

C.R.

ST. THERESA
Oh Glorious Saint Theresa, whom
almighty God has raised up to aid
and counsel mankind. I invite your
miraculous intercession. So pow-
erful are you obtaining every need
of body and soul, our Holy Mother
Church proclaims you a " Prodigy
of Miracles. " Now fervently I be-
seech you to answer my petition
(mention here) and carry out your
promise of doing good upon earth
of letting fall from heaven a show-
er of roses. Henceforth, Dear little
flower, I will fulfill your plea to be
made known everywhere and I
will never cease to lead others to
Jesus through you. Amen.
(Say prayer everyday for 9 days.
By 4th day, ask for a sign. If
prayers are to be answer.
Between 4th and 9th day, you will
see arose in magazine, TV picture
or receive roses. You can also get
a strong scent of roses in home
even if no roses present. Must
promise publication. Thank you.)                              

S.C.

PRAYER TO 
ST. JUDE

Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of 
all who invoke your special 
patronage in time of need, to you I
have recourse from the depth of
my heart and humbly beg to
whom God has given such great
power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent
petition (make request). In return I
promise to make your name
known and cause you to be in-
voked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and Glorias. St.
Jude, pray for us all  who invoke
your aid. Amen. This Novena must
be said  for 9 consecutive days.
Thank you for  answering my
prayer.                  

C.Q.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, as-
sist me in my necessity. Oh, Star of
the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to se-
cure me in my necessity (make re-
quest). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place
this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. Novena is published in grati-
tude. Thank you.                       

R.C.

ST. THERESA
Oh Glorious Saint Theresa, whom almighty God has raised up to aid and counsel mankind. I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother
Church proclaims you a " Prodigy of Miracles. " Now fervently I beseech you to answer my petition (men-
tion here) and carry out your promise of doing good upon earth of letting fall from heaven a shower of roses.
Henceforth, Dear little flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made known everywhere and I will never cease to
lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.
(Say prayer everyday for 9 days. By 4th day, ask for a sign. If prayers are to be answer. Between 4th and
9th day, you will see arose in magazine, TV picture or receive roses. You can also get a strong scent of
roses in home even if no roses present. Must promise publication. Thank you.)                              

J.B.

COURAGE
An archdiocesan 

sponsored spiritual 
support group for 

persons experiencing
same-sex 

attractions who desire
to lead a chaste life in
accord with Catholic 

teaching on 
homosexuality.

For information, 
call 

(973) 509-7839 
(All calls confidential)

We wish you all a
happy Christmas,

filled with 
the joy of Christ.
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December 31
Queen of Peace Parish,
North Arlington, Eucharistic Ado-
ration, 6 p.m., (201) 997-0700.

January 3
Holy Family Chapel, Con-
vent Station, 200th anniversary
of Mother Seton’s founding of
the Sisters of Charity, Mass at 11
a.m., (973) 290-5472 or (973)
290-5338.

January 4
Holy Cross Parish, Harrison,
Chinese Mass, 2 p.m., also on
Jan. 18, (973) 484-5678.

January 7
Holy Spirit Parish, Union,
Holy Hour for Life, 7:30 – 8:30
p.m., (908) 687-3327. 

January 18
Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, Newark, Pro-
Life Mass and Holy Hour, with
celebrant and homilist Most Rev.
Manuel A. Cruz, D.D., noon,
(973) 484-4600.

Other
Most Blessed Sacrament
Friary, Newark. Conference,
adoration reconciliation and

Mass on every second Saturday
morning, 9 a.m. – noon. Call
(973) 684-7260.

St. Joseph School, Bogota.
The school is looking for gradu-
ates who might be interested in
joining a newly formed alumni
association. Contact Oksana
Bodnar at
oksanacharuk@aol.com or call
the school at 201-487-8641.

Our Lady Queen of Peace,
Maywood. Monthly devotional
prayer service to St. Padre Pio
on the first Friday of every
month at 7:30 p.m. Contact
Deacon Joe by e-mail at 
djoemantineo@aol.com or call
(201) 845-9566.

NJ Blood Services is in need
of volunteers to work blood
drives. For additional informa-
tion contact Jan Zepka, manager
of community relations at (732)
616-8741.

St. Patrick’s, Assumption
and All Saints School, Jersey
City. In 2009, St. Patrick School
will celebrate its 100th anniver-
sary. The school, which merged
with Assumption All Saints School
in 2004, is looking for any and all
former graduates of the three
schools.  Alumni are being asked
to send updated phone and
address information. Call (201)
433-4664 or fax (201) 433-0935.

How to report abuse
The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all

complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy, Religious
and lay staff of the archdiocese. We encourage anyone with
knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the archdiocese
immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect
others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct
may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth
Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

Official 
Appointments
Archbishop 
John J. Myers has 
announced the following
appointments:

ARCHDIOCESAN
AGENCY/MINISTRY

Reverend Monsignor
Richard J. Arnhols, pastor

of  Saint John the Evangelist
Parish, Bergenfield and Vicar for
Pastoral Life for the Archdiocese
of Newark, has been reappointed
as Vicar for Pastoral Life to an-
other three-year term, effective

Jan. 1, 2009.

PASTOR

Reverend John G. Judge,
pastor of Saint Cassian Parish,
Upper Montclair, has had his

pastorate extended, 
ending Feb. 1, 2013.

Very Reverend Anthony J.
Randazzo, V.F., parochial vicar

of Notre Dame Parish, North
Caldwell, has been appointed pas-
tor of Notre Dame Parish, North

Caldwell, effective Feb. 1, 2009.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend James H. Cho,
parochial vicar of  Assumption
Parish, Emerson, has been ap-
pointed parochial vicar of Saint

Andrew Kim Parish, Maplewood,
effective Jan. 21, 2009.

Submitted photo

INCLUSIVE SPIRIT—Eoin Lynn met Santa Claus at festivities
following an Advent Inclusive Family Mass at Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament in Roseland on Dec. 11. Knights of Columbus
Council No. 3533 brought Santa to the event. The Mass was part
of the faith-based motherʼs support group, “And a Child Shall
Lead Them,” facilitated by Cherie Castellano and Sister Rie
Crowley, S.S.J. The group will host a eucharistic retreat for chil-
dren with developmental disabilities, led by the Salesian Sisters
of the Sacred Heart Retreat Center, on Jan. 24, 2009 at the
parish center. Call Cathy Gibbons at (973) 226-5251 or
Castellano at (973) 228-8908 for details.

Chapman
Schinestuhl
& Swick

• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING 

• OIL TO GAS 
CONVERSIONS

• EMERGENCY SERVICE 
• VIDEO

PIPE INSPECTIONS

36 North Ave East
Cranford, NJ

908.276.1320

William Schinestuhl-
NJ Plumbing Lic. #6073

Thomas Swick- 
NJ Plumbing Lic. # 6848Serving

Central NJ
for 70 Years

Submitted photo

WHEELS WANTED—The Caldwell College Campus Ministry needs a new or slightly used van for its commu-
nity outreach programs. Campus ministry students pursue volunteer efforts such as the Saint Augustine Parish
soup kitchen in Newark (pictured above), which is run by the Missionaries of Charity. Students also travel month-
ly to New York City to feed and clothe the homeless through the “Midnight Run” program. There are plans to ex-
pand the campus ministryʼs volunteer projects in 2009 and students will need a van to travel to various locations.
Call Deacon Gregory Quinn at (973) 618-3302 or Sharon Dwyer at (973) 618-3207 to discuss donations.
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Trinitas adds to arsenal
in battle against cancer

Mass ponders divine patterns
of pain, suffering and healing

HELPING CHILDREN
SMILE—Students at
Oratory Prep in Summit
recently raised $250 at
a bake sale as part of
the schoolʼs ongoing
support of Operation
Smile. The international
organization funds
medical treatment for
children and young
adults with cleft lips and
palates and other facial
deformities. To date
some 120,000 success-
ful surgeries have been
performed. Oratory
senior Jake Keller, man-
ning the money box,
traveled to India this
month with Operation
Smile. Father Paul
Prevosto, second from
left, is moderator of the
schoolʼs Operation
Smile chapter.

ELIZABETH—Thanks to a
generous donation, Trinitas Com-
prehensive Cancer Center now
offers High-Dose Rate (HDR)
Brachytherapy.

“We applaud the generosity
of Henry Hill ‘Hank’ Carroll,”
Nadine Brechner, executive di-
rector of the Trinitas Health

EAST RUTHERFORD—
Graduates, former faculty and
members of the Saint Joseph
School community are being
sought for a 130th anniversary
gala celebration on March 27,
2009.

The event will be held at the
Fiesta Restaurant in Wood Ridge.
Tickets are $55 per person.

Those associated with the
school are encouraged to provide
photos and or other memorabilia
that will be on display at the gala.

For additional information
contact the school at (201)
939-3193.

Grads sought
for school gala

SOUTH ORANGE—Cele-
brating the annual healing Mass at
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish,
Father Richard Pfannenstiel,
parochial vicar, contemplated the

“deep and abiding” faith can more
clearly explain the mystery of suf-
fering and help in enduring pain.
That mystery, he noted, involves a
realization that one’s life is part of
the divine pattern of redemption
and resurrection.

“God wishes us to foster our
own good health and well
being and that of society,” Fr.
Pfannenstiel said, adding that it is
through the spiritualization of pain
that one can participate in a more
meaningful way in the sufferings
of Christ and in ultimate redemp-
tion and resurrection.

Msgr. Robert E. Emery, the
pastor of Our Lady of Sorrows,
concelebrated the Mass, while
Sister Mary Selina, S.C.C. led
the planning committee. Those
in attendance were able to re-
ceive the sacrament of Anointing
of the Sick.

B L O O M F I E L D — T h e
Ministry for Spiritual Direction at
Saint Thomas Apostle Parish, 60
Byrd. Ave., will hold a “New
Beginnings” retreat on Saturday,
Jan. 17, 2009, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
in the parish center.

New Beginnings retreats focus
on spiritual refreshment for the
New Year. To register call Anna at
(973) 338-9538. A light continen-
tal breakfast will be served.
Participants should bring a brown
bag lunch.

Retreat eyes
‘Beginnings’

redemptive power of suffering.
In his homily, Fr. Pfannenstiel

explained that pain and suffering
have always characterized human
existence, However, he stressed, a

Foundation, said. “This is ultimate-
ly a gift to the patients who will
benefit from being able to have all
of their treatments and visits in one
location where they already feel
comfortable, rather then moving
around from one area to another.

“From everything I have heard
about Hank, he was always help-
ing our patients. His legacy of car-
ing continues,” she said.

HDR Brachytherapy is a
form of radiation treatment also
known as interstitial irradiation.
In brachytherapy, a radiation
source is placed directly within or
near the tumor site, which allows
for a faster and more effective de-
livery of radiation treatment with
the maximum dose given where it
is needed most. Through this tech-
nique minimal radiation reaches
surrounding healthy tissue.

HDR brachytherapy typically is
used to treat cancers of the cervix
and endometrium, bronchus,
esophagus, head and neck, and
soft-tissue sarcomas. At the
Trinitas Cancer Center, HDR is
used for Mammosite, endometrial
and and cervical cancers, and
Endobronchial Radiation.

Submitted photo

Unique Home Care Services
Specialized in Providing Home Care for the Elderly

Certified-Screened Home Health Aides/Companions
24 Hour Live-in/out (7 Days a Week)

Licensed, Insured and Bonded
Phone: 908-686-8669

www.uniquehomecare.com

Elder Law - Estate Planning
“ You Spent A Lifetime Working & Saving -

I Think Your Assets Belong To You!”
• Asset Protection • Guardianship • Disability Law • Medicaid Eligibility 

• Financing Nursing Home Costs • Home Visits Available • Wills • Trusts • Probate
BENJAMIN ECKMANBENJAMIN ECKMAN

Member National Academy Elder Law Attorneys
1767 MORRIS AVENUE •  UNION
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73 MOUNTAIN VIEW BLVD •  WAYNE
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366 KINDERKAMACK RD • WESTWOOD
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SCREENED • BONDED • INSURED • LICENSED

AT HOME CARE
LIVE-IN • LIVE-OUT • FULL TIME • PART TIME

ENJOY THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

“Our son has always cared for us
– now let him care for you.”

• Meal Preparation
• Lt. Housekeeping
• Transportation

• Shopping
• Medication Reminders
• Laundry & much more

Richard Blecker
Senior Administrator

Member: National Association of Professional Geriatric Care Managers
908-964-6700 • Toll Free 866-703-CARE

Affordable Independent Senior Living
Alternative to Assisted Living

� Private Rooms & Suites (with housekeeping & meals)
Rates starting at $2100 per month

� Respite/Short Term Rooms available 
Rates starting at $100 per day

� Apartment rentals also available
� Medication assistance available
� Medical & shopping transportation available
� Social Activities and daily Mass

Sponsored by The Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother

Visit our website at www.saintfrancisres.com
Or contact us at 973-627-5000 for more information 

or to schedule a personal tour.

St. Francis 
Residential Community
122 Diamond Spring Road, Denville, NJ 07834

200  Execut ive  Dr ive • Ste  100 • West Orange, NJ 07052

LL.M in Taxation

973-239-9595
•Medicaid Planning & Applications

•Asset Preservation through Estate Planning
& Elder/Disability Law Planning
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Holy Name gives ‘Mission’ award
to Mercado for her heroic deed

Submitted photo

REACHING OUT—Sean Siburn and Michelle Ryngel, sophomores at
Union Catholic Regional High School, have established a school chap-
ter of Raising Educated Awareness for the Causes of HIV (REACH).
Students and a faculty moderator meet monthly during club periods at
the Scotch Plains school to develop programs that raise awareness
of AIDS health issues. Organizations benefiting from the efforts of the
Union Catholic REACH chapter include Saint Clare homes and pro-
grams for children with HIV; Academy Street Firehouse in Newark;
and the KAHAMA mission in Shinyanga, Tanzania, East Africa.

TEANECK—Holy Name
Hospital presented its “Mission
in Action” award  Nov. 26 to
employee Angelica Mercado
for her heroic acts on Nov. 20.

Mercado, 24, was driving on
the New Jersey Turnpike to her
3–11 p.m. shift as a patient-care
technician and secretary on the
Holy Name pulmonary unit,
when she witnessed the explo-
sion of a tanker truck.

She pulled over at the
scene of the accident and used

Submitted photo

GAMES AND GOOD WILL—Students of Saint Peterʼs Prep, Jersey
City, collected and donated video games for the Pediatric Wing at
Hoboken University Medical Center. Students are pictured with mem-
bers of the nursing staff. Prep junior Keith Cummings, who was hos-
pitalized at the medical center earlier this year, initiated the effort.
With help from members of Saint Peterʼs chapter of Pax Christi, a so-
cial justice club, Cummings donated various video games. “We put
flyers throughout the school and got a great response,” said senior
Christian Baranok, who serves as president of the club. Founded in
1872, Saint Peterʼs Prep (Web site: www.stpetersprep.org) is a
Catholic, Jesuit college preparatory school for young men.

her coat to smother the flames
that had engulfed the driver. She
then helped the injured man into
her car and drove him to The
University Hospital in Newark,
the closest hospital.

A student at Felician College,
Mercado is working toward her
degree as a registered nurse.
Along with the Mission in Action
award, Holy Name Hospital gave
Mercado a gift card to compen-
sate for the loss of her jacket.

“It doesn’t surprise me.

Angelica is very kind and consid-
erate, responsible, a hard worker,”
Lori Fitzsimmons, R.N., unit di-
rector and Mercado’s supervisor,
said, after hearing the news of
Mercado’s heroic act. “She’s a
team player. I am very proud of
her and honored to have her as part
of the 5 Marian team.”

“This was a dangerous situa-
tion, one that many people would
have run from—not toward,”
Michael Maron, Holy Name’s
president and chief executive offi-
cer said. “For such a young woman
to have disregarded her own safety
to help another is extraordinary.
She’s obviously a very special per-
son. I think I speak for everyone,
when I say that I’m so proud
Angelica is a member of our staff.”

WE’VE GROWN INTO A NEW NAME.

Trinitas Regional Medical Centeer is a Catholic Teaching Hospital sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth in partnership with Elizabethtown Healthcare Foundation.

Caring for You in Every Way

Trinitas is growing, and that’s good news for you and your family. We believe that our new name

more accurately reflects the level of care we provide as we strive to meet the healthcare needs of

our region.

Please visit www.TrinitasRMC.org to learn more about us and our Centers of Excellence. Join our

email list and receive free e-newsletters, announcements of free health screenings, and news of free

health seminars.

225 WILLIAMSON STREET • ELIZABETH, NJ 07207 • 908.994.5000 • WWW.TRINITASRMC.ORG

Trinitas Hospital is now

Trinitas Regional Medical Center

We’re everywhere you need us.

Behavioral Health • Cancer • Cardiology • Maternal/Child Health • Renal • School of Nursing

Senior Services • Sleep Disorders • Women’s Services • Wound Healing/Diabetes Management

a loving
community

a peaceful oasis

state-of-the-art
facility

The place for your loved ones.
We are one of New Jersey’s leading non-profit long-term skilled
nursing care facilities, where medical and spiritual professionals
come together to care for the mind, body & spirit. We are the
Margaret Anna Cusack Care Center.

537 Pavonia Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306
201.653.8300
cusackcarecenter.org



HEAVENLY PEACE—The 38th
annual “Candlelight Carol Sing”
was held Dec. 17 and 18 at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart in Newark. Led by John J.
Miller, director of music ministries,
the Cathedral Choir, Cathedral
Chamber Orchestra and the in-
spired audience performed “O
Come All Ye Faithful,” “The First
Nowell,” “Joy to the World,” “Silent
Night” and “Hark the Herald
Angels Sing.” According to notes
in the program booklet, the Carol
Sing originated as an impromptu
event in 1969, when a snowstorm
disrupted a scheduled organ
recital at the Cathedral. With the
organ soloist unable to attend due
to the blizzard, John Rose—then
the director of music—led the dis-
appointed concert crowd in the
singing of Christmas carols. The
rest, as they say, is Carol Sing
history.

Photos by Ken Smith, Quiet Heart Images, Belleville (Web site: www.quietheartimages.com)

S ilent night, holy night 

A ll is calm, all is bright


