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COLONIA — Most Rev.
Dominic A. Marconi, D.D.,
Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of
Newark, celebrated Mass Nov. 8
to dedicate Saint Gertrude Chapel
Mausoleum of the Crucifixion.

In addition to creating a visual-
ly stunning sacred space for fami-
lies to remember their loved ones,
the chapel mausoleum now serves
as the permanent archive and
exhibition site for three vintage
stained-glass windows that previ-
ously were part of the now-closed
Saint Brigid Parish, North Bergen.
A fourth window installed at the
chapel—the Nativity scene—of-
fers an interesting sidebar of “re-
discovered” liturgical art history.

Father Manuel D. Rios, who
previously served at Saint Brigid
and now is the pastor of the
merged Saint Rocco/Saint
Brigid Parish in Union City,
worked with the archdiocesan
Patrimony Committee to have
the windows relocated to the
mausoleum. Gilbert D’all Ava, a
renowned stained-glass artist
and resident of Clifton who died
three decades ago, produced the
three Saint Brigid windows (The
Resurrection, The Last Supper
and the Holy Family).

However, because of the
chapel mausoleum’s architectural
design, a fourth window was re-
quired. Working with representa-
tives of the archdiocesan Catholic
Cemeteries group, Judy Van Wie,
the president of Hiemer and Co., a
stained-glass studio in Clifton,
provided research on D’all Ava
and was able to locate a never-
executed window design (the
Nativity scene), which was in a
style and time frame similar to the
three Saint Brigid windows.

Van Wie, who knew D’all
Ava, described him as a devout
Catholic, a member of Sacred

RIDGEWOOD—A workshop to help those
seeking employment will be held on Sunday,
Dec. 7, noon, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, 1 Passaic St.

The parish’s Career Resources Ministry
forum is free and open to the public. Parish
membership is not required. The workshop offers
help on interviewing skills, networking strategies
and resume preparation. Those attending the Dec.
7 forum should bring an up-to-date resume. 

Ed McCabe, a career coach/senior coun-
selor/master trainer at Lee-Hecht-Harrison, and

Career workshop to meet Dec. 7

A ‘statement of faith’ to house hope, reflection
Heart Parish in Clifton, and a note-
worthy liturgical artist of his era
who died in his late 40s at the
height of his creative powers. She
said while the visual sweep of his
lines echoed a Byzantine style,
D’all Ava depicted traditional reli-
gious subjects in a contemporary
style. He also demonstrated artistic
innovation through his techniques
of shading and shadows of
stained-glass images.

Andrew P. Schafer, executive
director of Catholic Cemeteries,
said the chapel mausoleum serves
as a sacred place to both console
and inspire families. “Our ceme-
teries are fields of hope,” Schafer
declared. “The new mausoleum
at Saint Gertrude is an extension
of that hope. When people visit
the mausoleum, they will see the
life of the risen Christ in the
stained-glass windows. Families
that choose a Catholic cemetery
are making a statement of faith to
the generations to come.”

“As Catholics, we believe that
those who have died remain part
of the community, part of the body
of Christ,” Archbishop John J.
Myers wrote last year in a column
for The Catholic Advocate. “Our
liturgy, our funeral practices, and
our commitment as Church to
maintaining places of final rest for
all who have died in Christ are a
sincere and solid expression of the
respect and reverence. We hope
that all of our family members
who have gone before us are, in-
deed, now part of the Communion
of Saints, and that we too will one
day join them.”

According to information pro-
vided by Catholic Cemeteries, the

mausoleum contains 3,200 crypts
and 800 columbarium niches. The
facility, constructed of classic ma-
terials such as marble, granite and
pine, is based on ancient designs of
cruciform churches. 

Planning and development
for the multi-million dollar,
50,000-square-foot mausoleum
was launched four years ago.
Construction began in April
2006 and was completed last July.
In addition to Hiemer and Co.,
key contractors for the building
project included Mid-Atlantic
Contractors Inc., New Gretna;
C.H. Schwartner & Son, Bala
Cynwyd, PA; Rissi Associates
Architects, Wynote, PA; J.W.T.
Excavating Contractors, Holmdel;
Edward T. Czuba (architect and
planning), South Orange; The Gil
Studios Inc., Brooklyn, NY; and
Inspired Artisans, Milwaukee.

The chapel mausoleum is part
of a major capital investment pro-
gram at several northern New
Jersey sites being managed by
Catholic Cemeteries. Schafer said
the group recently began construc-
tion on a two-story chapel mau-
soleum at Holy Name Cemetery
and Mausoleum in Jersey City,
which eventually will host month-
ly masses. A new chapel and gar-
den mausoleum is being built at
Maryrest Cemetery in Mahwah,
while construction is more than 70
percent complete at an expansion
of mausoleum space in Gate of
Heaven Cemetery, East Hanover.

Catholic Cemeteries maintains
10 cemeteries and four mau-
soleums throughout northern New
Jersey. Catholic Cemeteries is a
long-standing ministry of the
Church, which is demonstrated in
the ritual of the Order of Christian
Funerals. Associates of the arch-
diocesan group recognize the deep
religious significance of their cor-
poral work of mercy, dedicated to
the respectful care of the deceased
and the support of families.

Special windows illuminate mausoleum
BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

Advocate photos – M. Gabriele

Led by Matthew Earrusso, a graduate of Seton Hall University, South
Orange, Hiemer & Co., a studio in Clifton, created the stained-glass na-
tivity scene (top), based on vintage drawings by artisan Gilbert Dʼall
Ava. The “rediscovered” Nativity window joins three other previously
executed windows by Dʼall Ava, which have been installed at Saint
Gertrude Chapel Mausoleum of the Crucifixion. The two-story chapel
contains a large, suspended crucifix (bottom photo), while the building
is designed to maximize outdoor light that creates a dramatic interior
environment for reflective prayer.

Carol Shea, vice president of information technol-
ogy recruiting at Berman, Larson, Kane in
Paramus, lead the career ministry team. Msgr.
Ronald J. Rozniak is the pastor Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish.

Earlier this month The Catholic Advocate fea-
tured the group and its ministry in a page-one ar-
ticle (see the Nov. 12 edition). More than 50 peo-
ple attended the Nov. 16 workshop. 

“It is a full-time job trying to find a full-
time job,” Shea said. Contact Shea at (201)
447-4215 for details.

“Our cemeteries
are fields of hope.”

—Andrew P. Schafer 
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Finding ‘shelter’ in a turbulent storm,
women receive support, reject abortion

she works in her own “microcosm” and does
not focus on demographic trends, but treats
each woman as an individual. “I hate the word
‘dysfunctional’. Every baby and mother is a
child of God. The day I think about statistics
and I put these young women in categories,
then I should get out of the business; then I
won’t be doing it from my heart. I never want
to be a bureaucrat in the pro-life movement. I
want these young women to reach out to me
as a friend,” DiFiore emphasized.

Since she opened the shelter, DiFiore be-
lieves the title of “unwed mother” is less stig-
matized and parents are open to being more
compassionate. However, some parents are

harsh with their daughters, forcing
them out of their home. This nega-
tive reaction to unplanned pregnan-
cy can be related, DiFiore surmis-
es, to parents who have had abor-
tions in the past.

“Some mothers are self-actual-
izing and, because they had an
abortion, see no reason why their
daughters can’t go through with
it,” she said. “This mean-spirited-
ness is the mother confirming to
herself that she did the right thing
in her own life.”

When the young women come
to the shelter, it is an adjustment.
There are no cell phones and the
young women shop and cook for
themselves while supervised.
They also see weekly outside
counselors to help “stabilize rela-
tionships” to help them cope with
stressful, life-altering situations.
Each residence forms a complex
community, a family of women
facing the same issues.

“The young women form a
‘sorority’ of life. There is a com-
mon bond. Each house has a dif-
ferent personality depending on
who lives there. Each shelter is a
whirling dervish, a smorgasbord of
ethnicities. There is no way to
keep up with it all,” DiFiore said
with a laugh.

After the women leave the
shelter, some stay in touch, even
thought this is not a requirement of
the program. During Mother’s Day
and Christmas, DiFiore receives
letters and pictures of the mothers
and the children they helped save.
“We encourage them not to forget
about us.”

Good Counsel Homes shares the mission
of Several Sources Shelters and is an advocate
on behalf of single mothers and their children.
Co-founded in 1985 by Father Benedict J.
Groeschel, C.F.R., and Christopher Bell, more
than 3,500 women and children have been
helped by the organization.

Today, Good Counsel operates five homes
in New York for young mothers and their chil-
dren. Although there is no longer a shelter in

Havens provide
options for life
in troubled time

Our Archdiocese

E
mbarrassed, alone, confused and
afraid. For young women who en-
dure the many trials from an un-
planned pregnancy, these emo-
tions can make the decision to

have their child extremely difficult. The
women, some of whom are only 15
years old, often defy their families and
friends by carrying their child to term.

In the Archdiocese of Newark,
places like Several Sources Shelters in
Ramsey (www.severalsources.net) and
Good Counsel Homes in Hoboken
(www.goodcounselhomes.org) provide
a safe haven for the young mothers
who, in making the brave decision, are
unsure what the future holds for them
and their child.

Founded by Kathy DiFiore nearly
30 years ago, Several Sources has four
residential shelters in the state, in-
cluding two in Ramsey and one in
Washington Township, for pregnant
women in crisis. There is also a 24-
hour national hotline to assist these
women. A faithful Catholic, DiFiore’s
primary goal at the shelter is to have the
women keep their child. 

“Our number-one goal is [for the
women] not to abort their babies. A
majority of those that come to the
shelter are contemplating abortion be-
cause of their parents and loved ones,”
she explained.

In the shelters, there are up to three
mothers with their children and staff,
including house mothers. The average
person in the shelter is 16 to 19 years
old. The women stay at the shelter for
up to a year, although some stay longer.
They go to local high schools to com-
plete their education, and receive train-
ing on how to care for their child. This
year, through the generosity of Several
Sources donors, three young mothers
graduated college.

“The focus is always on the mother
and child relationship,” DiFiore said.

Women-in-crisis pregnancies are a
worldwide epidemic. Several Sources shelters
are currently filled with women and there are
four on the waiting list. DiFiore also counsels
women online at www.lifecall.org, which
reaches out to women as far as Australia and
England. The hotline (800-NOABORT or
662-2678) receives thousands of calls from
around the country. DiFiore said the shelter
has had a mother as young as 12 years old. 

“The lives of these young women are so
complex. Women who go against the tide and

keep their baby become their baby’s hero.
They are willing to leave their family and go to
a shelter. I can’t help but admire them. They
are changing the ‘culture of death’ into a cul-
ture of life and I want to help them have a bet-
ter life,” DiFiore explained.

The main concern of the young, expectant
mothers at the shelter is embarrassment due to
social stigma and the judgment of others. “The
family is also embarrassed and feel ashamed,”
she said. “However, when the baby is born, the
young woman’s family usually reconciles. The
older mothers (those over 18) are concerned
with their education and are worried that they
can’t finish school.”

Across the demographic, the young
mothers face economic constraints as well as
unsupportive boyfriends or husbands. “The
young fathers usually do not want to have a
child. I wish there were more young men
who are responsible. The women also say ‘I
can’t afford this baby now’ or ‘it isn’t the
right time.’ I have been in this business for
28 years now and I have heard just about
everything,” DiFiore said.

Unconcerned with statistics, DiFiore says
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“Inspires Our World…One Spirit at a Time.”

BY MELISSA MCNALLY
Staff Writer

Continued on page 17

Submitted photo

Kathy DiFiore, a member of Saint Paul Parish, Ramsey, and founder
of the Several Sources Shelters, is surrounded by her many friends.
DiFiore received the Supporting Our Aging Religious (SOAR)
Mother Seton Award on Oct. 7, honoring her three decades of serv-
ice. While many people of faith focus on debates concerning stem-
cell research and Supreme Court verdicts, crisis shelters operate—
literally and spiritually—on the front lines of fateful life decisions.
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CNS photo

Most Rev. David Arias, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Newark, passes ballots during a vote Nov.
11 at the annual fall meeting of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore. He at-
tended the meeting with Archbishop John J. Myers and other representatives from the archdio-
cese. Bishop Arias, the first Hispanic auxiliary bishop in New Jersey, celebrated the 25th an-
niversary of his episcopal ordination earlier this year (see The Catholic Advocate, April 9). 

Pope cites need to aid poor children

U.S. bishops oppose ‘evil’
in Freedom of Choice Act

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—More must be done to
remedy the poverty, conflicts and neglect that lead to
the suffering or death of millions of children around
the world, Pope Benedict XVI declared. 

The pope said he hoped the gross imbalances be-
tween developed and underdeveloped countries and
the rich and poor would be “repaired as soon as pos-
sible with resolute action in favor of our smallest
brothers and sisters.” 

Many children around the world urgently need
help, the pope said Nov. 15 during a private audience
with participants of a Vatican-sponsored conference
on “The Pastoral Care in the Treatment of Sick

Children.” Participants in the Nov. 13-15 conference
discussed ways the Church and Catholic healthcare
workers could address the medical, pastoral and spir-
itual needs of sick children and their families. 

“I am thinking above all about the little ones
who have been orphaned or abandoned because
of poverty and the breakdown of the family. I’m
thinking of the young innocent victims of AIDS
or war and the many armed conflicts under way
in different parts of the world; I'm thinking of the
infants who die as the result of poverty, drought
and hunger,” the pope said, noting that 4 million
newborns die within the first month.

BALTIMORE (CNS)—Fears
about laws and changes in regula-
tions on abortion that might ad-
vance under a new Democratic-
run Congress and White House
were the central focus of a state-
ment approved by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) Nov. 12 during their an-
nual fall meeting. 

The statement focused on con-
cerns about the possible passage of
the Freedom of Choice Act, call-
ing it “an evil law that would fur-
ther divide our country” and
adding that the Church “should be
intent on opposing evil.”

In a January 2008 statement,
then-candidate Barack Obama
said he would support passage of
the Freedom of Choice Act. The
latest version introduced in April
2007 would establish federal pro-
tection of abortion, regardless of
what state laws might exist. 

The bishops’ statement warns
against interpreting the outcome of
the Nov. 4 elections as “a referen-
dum on abortion” and says “ag-
gressively pro-abortion policies,
legislation and executive orders
will permanently alienate tens of
millions of Americans.” 

The final version was written
under the supervision of Cardinal
Francis E. George of Chicago,
USCCB president. It starts by
saying the U.S. bishops “wel-
come this moment of historic
transition and look forward to

working with President-elect
(Barack) Obama and the mem-
bers of the new Congress for the
common good of all.

“We want to continue our
work for economic justice and op-
portunity for all; our efforts to re-
form laws around immigration
and the situation of the undocu-
mented; our provision of better
education and adequate health
care for all, especially for women
and children; our desire to safe-
guard religious freedom and foster
peace at home and abroad.” 

The statement went on to ex-
plain Church teaching considers
life as a gift from God and that “a
good state protects the lives of all.”
It said Roe v. Wade, the 1973
Supreme Court ruling overturning
nearly all restrictions on abortion,
was “a bad law. The danger the
bishops see at this moment is that
a bad court decision will be en-
shrined in bad legislation that is
more radical than the 1973
Supreme Court decision itself.” 

The statement elaborated a
range of concerns about the pro-
posed Freedom of Choice Act, in-
cluding concerns that it would
“deprive the American people in
all 50 states of the freedom they
now have to enact modest re-
straints and regulations on the
abortion industry.” It said the bill
“would coerce all Americans into
subsidizing and promoting abor-
tion with their tax dollars.” 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

5th ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS FOOD COLLECTION

We will once again be accepting any non-perishable food items for distribution
to food pantries for those less fortunate people in the Archdiocese.

Your donations may be dropped off during business hours 
in the office of all Archdiocesan Cemeteries and Mausoleums between

Monday, December 1st thru Monday, January 5, 2009
The ministry of Catholic Cemeteries operates under the auspices of the Catholic Church.

It is important to recognize that the burial of the dead is only one of the Corporal Works of Mercy.
The Church encourages frequent cemetery visits and prayers for the dead.

Visiting the sick, clothing the naked, feeding the hungry are also works of mercy to also be encouraged.
Performing them on behalf of our deceased loved ones are Mitzvah (wonderful gifts that cannot be repaid)

and truly honor the memory of the deceased in a tangible way.
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ONE-HUNDRED
BLESSINGS TO
COUNT—Saint
Elizabeth of
Hungary Parish,
Linden, marked
the start of its cen-
tennial celebration
on Nov. 15 with a
special Mass.
Father Benedict
Worry, O.S.B.,
pastor, Abbot Giles
Hayes, O.S.B., of
Saint Maryʼs
Abbey in
Morristown, and
Most Rev. Dominic
A. Marconi,
Auxiliary Bishop
Emeritus of
Newark, concele-
brated the Mass.
Saint Elizabeth, the
patron saint of the
parish (pictured
statue), was a
princess—the
daughter of King
Andrew II of
Hungary. A faithful
Christian, she spent
her time nursing
the sick and taking
food and clothing to
the poor.

MASS SALUTES LAW ENFORCEMENT—The Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark was filled
Nov. 14 for the 16th annual Blue Mass for Law Enforcement celebrated by Archbishop John J. Myers. The
Mass honored the families of five officers who lost their lives in the line of duty during the previous year, a list
that included Police Officer Kenneth A. Santucci of the Belleville Police Department; Police Officer Thomas
Raji of the Perth Amboy Police Department; Lt. Christopher Zerby of the North Brunswick Police Department;
Dept. Sgt. 1st Class Dwayne M. Kelley of the New Jersey State Police; and Ret. Police Officer Carmen De
Gregorio of the Millville Police Department. Archbishop Myers said law enforcement is a profession that calls
for “sacrifice and love.” Often, he stressed, officers are the “first responders” to some of lifeʼs “most horrific”
moments. Describing their mission as a special calling, the archbishop noted that every day they put their lives
at risk. He concluded his homily saying “you are heroes; be safe and may God protect you.”

Advocate photo – Ward Miele

Advocate photo – Melissa McNally
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WINNER
AUDIENCE CHOICE AWARD

CHICAGO FILM FESTIVAL

WINNER
AUDIENCE CHOICE AWARD

CHICAGO FILM FESTIVAL

“A RARE TREASURE. INSPIRING,
thought-provoking and captivating. It’s truly moving.”

AMY GRANTAMY GRANT

“AN UNFORGETTABLE 
MOTION PICTURE EXPERIENCE.
Powerful and moving beyond words.”

PETE HAMMONDPETE HAMMOND

“ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR.”

MICHAEL MEDVEDMICHAEL MEDVED

“ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR.”
Jeffrey Lyons 

“AN UNFORGETTABLE 
MOTION PICTURE EXPERIENCE.
Powerful and moving beyond words.”
Hollywood.com

“A RARE TREASURE. INSPIRING,
thought-provoking and captivating. It’s truly moving.”

“BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED AND
UNDENIABLY POWERFUL.”

“BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED AND
UNDENIABLY POWERFUL.”
Salem Radio Network

REEL TALKREEL TALK



Spiritual Exercises in 
Sloatsburg, NY

Silent Ignatian Retreats
preached by the 

Priests of Miles Christi in
Sloatsburg, NY.

Men-December 12-14, 2008
Women-Feb. 27-Mar. 1, 2009

Spiritual talks, Eucharistic
adoration, daily 

Mass and Rosary.
Contact Julie McGurn at

newyork@spiritualexercises.net,
or at (973) 408-9042.
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Official
Appointments
Archbishop John J.  Myers

has announced the 
following appointments:

ARCHDIOCESAN
AGENCY/MINISTRY

Reverend Michael M. 
Walters, Pastor of Holy Spirit/

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish
in East Orange, was appointed 

Director of the Ministerial Develop-
ment Center of the Archdiocese of
Newark with residence at Our Lady

of Sorrows Parish, South Orange,
effective Nov. 5.

DEACON

Deacon Eduardo J. Pons, of
Saint Augustine Parish, Union City,

was appointed deacon at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred

Heart, Newark, effective Nov. 16.

November 29
Benedictine Academy, Eliz-
abeth, “Five-Year Club Reunion,”
2-4 p.m., RSVP at (908) 352-
0670 ext. 105.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, Nutley, craft boutique
and bake sale, also on Nov. 30, 10
a.m. - 6 p.m., (973) 667-2580.

November 30
St. Joseph Parish, Oradell,
“Taste of Silence,” 7 p.m., also
on Dec. 1 and Dec. 2, (201)
261-0148.

December 1
Holy Trinity Parish, West-
field, prayer and remembrance
service for World AIDS Day,
7:30 p.m., (908) 232-8137.

New Jersey Blood Servic-
es, blood drive, at Knights of
Columbus Council 1711 in
Westfield, 2-7:30 p.m., call Marie
Forrestal at (732) 616-0798.

December 2
New Jersey Center of
Divine Mercy, Parish of
the Transfiguration, 
212 Hunterdon St., Newark,
guest speaker Father Benedict
Groeschel, C.F.R., 6 p.m. 
For additional information call
(973) 642-4217 or (973) 
732-2820.

December 3
Office of Family Life Min-
istries, Newark, annulment
information meeting, at Our

Lady of Mercy Parish in Jersey
City, 7:30 p.m., (973) 497-4327.

Holy Spirit Parish, Union,
Holy Hour for Life, 7:30 p.m.,
(908) 687-3327.

December 4
St. Vincent’s Nursing
Home Auxiliary, Cedar
Grove, Sleigh Bell Luncheon, at
Mayfair Farms in West Orange,
10:30 a.m., cost: $50, call Connie
Love at (973) 509-3943.

Senior Care and Activities
Center, Montclair, Holiday
Open House, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.,
(973) 783-5589.

Xavier Retreat Center,
Convent Station, Samaritan
women retreat information
meeting, 10 a.m. - noon, $20 per
session, (973) 290-5100.

December 5 
Resurrection Parish, Jersey
City, memorial service for Bish-
op Michael Ugwuja Eneja, 7 p.m.,
at 219 Third St., call Father Felix
Ugwuozor at (862) 224-1967.

December 6
The Sodality of the Chil-
dren of Mary of St. Tere-
sa, Jersey City, Mass at Casino
in the Park, at 10:30 a.m., annual

How to report abuse
The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all

complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy, Religious
and lay staff of the archdiocese. We encourage anyone with
knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the archdiocese
immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect
others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct
may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth
Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

When Jesus turned
around and noticed 
them following Him,

He asked them,
“What are you 
looking for?”

They said to Him,
“Rabbi,where 
do you stay?”

“Come and see,”
He answered.

John 1:38-39

Have you considered
following after Jesus 

as a Priest, Sister
or Brother...?

Fr. John Gabriel
Vocations Director

The Vocations Office
171 Clifton Avenue

P.O. Box 9500
Newark, NJ 07104-0500

(973) 497-4365

Priests, Deacons, Religious and
Laypersons interested in 

Prison Ministry
are invited to call 

Director of Prison Ministry,
Deacon Gregory C. Quinn

(973) 618-3302 or email him 
at gquinn@
caldwell.edu

“...[I]n Prison and
you visited me.”

MT 25:36

STAINED GLASS
FOR CHURCHES

+   NEW   +
+  RESTORATION  +

+

LAMB STUDIOS
S INCE 1857

WYCKOFF, NJ 07481
201-891-8585

December 7
St. John the Baptist
Parish, Hillsdale, Christmas
concert, 4 p.m., (201) 664-3131.

Sacred Heart Parish,
Newark (Vailsburg), “Hymn to
Christmas,” 2 p.m., cost: $15,
(908) 315-3663.

St. Joseph Regional High
School, Montvale, Christmas craft
show, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., cost: $2, call
Sue Scova at (201) 391-2099.

Knights of Columbus
Council 5427, Washington
Township, “Frosty Breakfast”
with Frosty the Snowperson, 9
a.m. - 1 p.m., cost: $5 for chil-
dren under 16/$20 for adults,
(201) 664-0422.

New Jersey Blood Services,
blood drive, at St. Genevieve Parish
in Elizabeth, 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., call
Marie Forrestal at (732) 616-0798.

December 8
St. Michael Parish, Cran-
ford, night of prayer for the
sanctity of all human life, Mass at
7:30 p.m. followed by Eucharistic
Adoration throughout the night,
(908) 276-0360.

December 9
Lumen Center, Caldwell,
“The Not-So Sudden Death of
Thomas Merton,” 5-7:30 p.m.,
(973) 403-3331 ext. 25.

December 10
Xavier Retreat Center, Con-
vent Station, Hildegarde of Bingen
discussion, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., $30
per session, (973) 290-5100.

December 11
Ascension Parish, New Mil-
ford, “St. Peter by the Sea” con-
cert, 8 p.m., at the Bergen Acad-
emies Auditorium in Hacken-
sack, cost: $50 for patrons/ $30
general admission/ $15 for chil-
dren, (201) 836- 8961.

Christmas luncheon to follow,
call Katherine T. Crossan at
(201) 689-1471.

Lumen Center, Caldwell,
“Preparing for Christmas: The
Heart of God Made Visible in
Our World Today,” 10 a.m. -
2:30 p.m., cost: $35, (973) 
403-3331 ext. 25.

St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish, Bloomfield, “Ready
for a Positive Change in your
Life,” presentation by Dan
Tomasulo, 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.,
RSVP by Dec. 3, call Anna at
(973) 338-9538.

Office of Family Life
Ministries, Newark, support
group for fathers whose chil-
dren have died, at Notre Dame
Parish in North Caldwell, 10
a.m., (973) 497-4327.

Immaculate Conception
Parish, Montclair, New Jersey
Choral Society concert, also on
Dec. 7, 8 p.m., cost: $20 for
adults/$17 for students and 
seniors, (201) 379-7719.

St. Mary Parish, Closter,
Magnificat (ministry to Catholic
women) prayer breakfast, 9 a.m.,
cost: $20, (201) 265-2738.

Saint Joseph School, East
Rutherford, will sell 12 inch,
decorated Christmas wreaths at
all masses the weekend of Dec.
6-7. Masses are Saturday at 5:30
p.m. and Sunday at 8 a.m., 10
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Cost $13. To
pre-order call the school office
at (201) 939-3193 or e-mail to
sjser@comcast.net.
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In a gesture that symbolized the transfer of sponsorship,
the official seal of Saint Michaelʼs was handed off to CHE
executives during the Oct. 17 ceremony in Newark.
“Compassion, charity, and reverence for life—these are
the shared values upon which the mission of Saint
Michaelʼs will be sustained,” Alexander J. Hatala CHE-
NJʼs president and chief executive officer, declared.

Opinion

Catholics abound in NJ

CHE charts growth to sustain healthcare in Newark

have been taking place behind the scenes thanks to our
new affiliation (with CHE),” Robert H. Evans, the hos-
pital’s chief executive officer, said. Saint Michael’s is
improving its efficiency and productivity while adding
new medical equipment to support a sustained commit-
ment to patients, he noted.

Stanek appointed Alexander J. Hatala, president and
chief executive officer of Camden-based Lourdes Health
System, to oversee the due-diligence process and the sub-
sequent transition of Saint Michael’s Medical Center to
Lourdes Health System, a unit of CHE.

Soon after welcoming Saint Michael’s Medical
Center into the system, CHE established Catholic
Health East New Jersey (CHE-NJ)—its first statewide
healthcare system. Stanek then named Hatala to serve
as CHE-NJ’s president and chief executive officer. Now
the largest Catholic healthcare system in the Garden
State, CHE-NJ comprises Saint Michael’s Medical
Center, Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center, Lourdes
Medical Center of Burlington County, and Saint Francis
Medical Center in Trenton. 

“Key shared services and coordinated advocacy efforts
will enable CHE-NJ hospitals to operate more efficiently,

When it comes to the number of Catholics within its borders, New
Jersey is among the national leaders. Way to go Garden State!!!

That intriguing fact was contained in a recent e-mail from the
media relations office of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops citing this year’s Official Catholic Directory. The informa-
tion was sent out in response to media inquires.

A look at the complete list is intriguing. Percentage wise,
New Jersey with 41 percent of its residents of the Catholic
faith, trails only Rhode Island that comes in at 59.5 percent. Of
course our home state has far more Catholics when it comes to
overall population compared to tiny Rhode Island. Third is New
York with a 37.1 percentage. To be honest, it feels rather good
to beat the Empire State.

By contrast the states with the smallest percentage of
Catholics are Mississippi at 3.7 percent, Alabama 3.3 percent
and Tennessee 2.3 percent.

It is with some pride that those of us in the Archdiocese of
Newark can reflect on the fact that we make up a significant chunk
of that 41 percent.

Join in prayer
against abortion
Tragically, the battle to bring an end to the

evil of abortion is not getting any easier.
Prayer is an effective way to stop the

slaughter that has taken thousands of inno-
cent lives since the infamous U.S. Supreme
Court Roe v. Wade decision in 1973 that
made abortion legal.

To that end, the Archdiocese of Newark
through its Respect Life Office, will once
again participate in the annual National
Night of Prayer for Life. Established 19
years ago, the local Church has taken part
for the past decade.

Scheduled to run from 9 p.m. on Dec. 8 to
1 a.m., Dec. 9, the time frame is intentional. It
was on the Feast of Immaculate Conception,
then celebrated on Dec. 9, when Our Lady of

When Archbishop John J. Myers joined friends
and supporters of Saint Michael’s Medical
Center on Oct. 17 to celebrate the transfer of

the hospital’s religious sponsorship to Hope
Ministries and Catholic Health East (see The Catholic
Advocate, Oct. 22), he offered his blessing and ap-
plauded the promise of new life for the 141-year-old
Newark hospital.

The event was the culmination of a transition process
unveiled earlier this year (see The Catholic Advocate, Jan.
23) that will help ensure the continuity of the hospital’s
Catholic healthcare mission and will see a capital invest-
ment of $130 million in facility, technology and equip-
ment upgrades for Saint Michael’s.

“One of our core values is a preference for the poor,”
Robert V. Stanek, Catholic Health East (CHE) president
and chief executive officer said in his remarks at the Oct.
17 ceremony. “In New Jersey, we operate hospitals in
Trenton and Camden—two of the state’s most challenged
inner-city communities. Other cities we serve include
Miami, Atlanta, Philadelphia and Buffalo.”

CHE’s expertise and financial strength enable it to op-
erate hospitals that might otherwise fail to remain eco-
nomically viable, particularly in urban communities. As
such, CHE has pledged to support growth at Saint
Michael’s Medical Center in order to serve the expanding
healthcare needs of the community.

Expansion and investment will be necessary as CHE
estimates that annual admissions at the Newark facility
will reach 16,400 by the end of 2009—a 60-percent in-
crease from levels in 2007. Numerous renovations to ac-
commodate the anticipated growing volume of patients
already have begun. Well-appointed new patient rooms
on the hospital’s seventh and eighth floors offer en-
hanced privacy and comfort in a more home-like setting,
and the completion of the second phase of construction
in these areas is expected by year end. The hospital also
is preparing to begin a comprehensive overhaul of its
emergency department.

In September, the hospital added internationally
renowned orthopedic surgeon Dr. Richard Boiardo to its
medical staff (see The Catholic Advocate, Oct. 22). With
the recruitment of Boiardo, a board-certified physician
with expertise in the fields of sports medicine and joint
replacement, Saint Michael’s is poised to develop a re-
gional center of excellence for orthopedic care.

“In addition to readily visible improvements at Saint
Michael’s Medical Center, a number of positive changes

to have a stronger voice in promoting improved access to
healthcare for the poor and uninsured, and to operate in fi-
nancially challenged environments,” Hatala explained.
“We will remain focused on serving New Jersey’s cities,
while building upon our hospitals’ leadership in cardiac
care and cancer care.

“Our four hospitals share the Franciscan roots of their
founders,” Hatala continued. “Saint Michael’s Medical
Center was founded in 1867 by the Sisters of the Poor of
Saint Francis. Only a few years later, the Sisters of Saint
Francis of Philadelphia founded what is now Saint Francis
Medical Center. And in the late 1940s, it was the
Franciscan Sisters of Allegany who planted the seeds of
Lourdes Health System.”

The hospital recently observed the Feast Day of
Saint Michael the Archangel with a ceremony in the fa-
cility’s central courtyard. That day, the hospital wel-
comed its new vice president of mission integration,
Corinne Francis—a CHE veteran who previously
served in the same capacity at Saint Anthony’s Health
Care in Saint Petersburg, FL. 

“On Sept. 29, 1869, the City of Newark celebrated the
laying of the cornerstone for a new building for Saint
Michael’s Hospital,” Francis stated. “Exactly 139 years
later, the staff and physicians of Saint Michael’s gathered
to remember that day with a prayer service and blessing
of the hospital and its mission team.”

Symbolic of the hospital’s rich history of charitable
care, guests of honor at the Oct. 17 transfer ceremony in-
cluded Sister Pauline Sweeney and Sister Rita Kerr of the
Sisters of the Poor of Saint Francis, the order that founded
the hospital, as well as George O’Connell, chair of Hope
Ministries—the hospital’s new sponsor and one of the 11
religious communities that sponsor the regional health
corporations of CHE.

One of the nation’s largest Catholic healthcare sys-
tems, Newtown Square, PA-based CHE was founded in
1998. The CHE group includes 33 acute-care hospitals,
four long-term acute-care hospitals, 36 freestanding and
hospital-based long-term care facilities, 12 assisted-liv-
ing facilities, five continuing-care retirement communi-
ties, eight behavioral-health and rehabilitation facilities,
25 home-health/hospice agencies, and numerous ambu-
latory and community-based health services. CHE facil-
ities employ approximately 54,000 full-time employees
as partners in ministry.

(Editor’s note: This is a guest article written by
representatives of Catholic Health East.)

Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas and the
unborn, first appeared to Saint Juan Diego.
The National Night of Prayer for Life bridges
these two feasts in a powerful petition to Our
Blessed Mother through prayers for the sancti-
ty of all human life.

The essence of the effort is to lift up our
hearts in prayer across the country. The
hours were selected to coordinate with the
nation’s four different time zones so that an
hour of unity, locally from midnight to 1
a.m., can take place. The pro-life service
will also include exposition and adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, 20 decades of the
rosary, prayers to Saint Michael, mediation
and hymns. It will be a power experience of
spiritual togetherness.

Parishes have already been notified. It can
only be hoped as many as possible become in-
volved with the National Night of Prayer for
Life. The killing has to stop.
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Discerning where justice ends and charity begins

Defining 5 talking points for Muslims, Catholics
Father Christian Troll, a German Jesuit, is one of the

Catholic Church’s leading students of Islam and a
key figure in the Catholic-Islamic dialogue launched

by Pope Benedict XVI’s September 2006 Regensburg
Lecture. Speaking recently at Cambridge University, Father
Troll laid out a series of questions that must be faced in any
serious conversation between Catholics and Muslims:

1. Liberation through conversion and repentance:
Can Catholics and Muslims speak frankly about such
“abiding realities” of the human condition as “forgetfulness
of God and rebellion against him, or oppression in the sense
of exceeding the appropriate limits of behavior in dealing
with others, while violating their essential human rights?”
Is instruction in the dual commandment of love of God and
love of neighbor sufficient to overcome the human propen-
sity for wickedness toward the “other”? Or is something
more required—that is, do Christians and Muslims “share
an awareness of our need to be liberated by God into the
freedom of His gift of love?” Are we agreed that we must
all repent of the times when coercion has been used to ad-
vance the cause of God? Is self-criticism part of the spiritu-
al self-awareness of both Christians and Muslims?

2. Faith and reason: Is it possible for Catholics and
Muslims to study their sacred texts with piety and “critical
rigor”? Is it possible to create a “critical Christian-Muslim
scholarship marked by the will to understand out of love?”
Does the application of modern scholarly methods to analy-
sis of the origins and character of ancient texts involve a be-
trayal of faith? 

3. Human rights: Do we agree that God Himself has
inscribed human rights “into the nature of man”? Are we
agreed that “human rights and divine rights cannot be
played off one against the other”? If what we mean by

“human rights” is the recognition and protection of the
“minimal conditions” under which “the human digni-
ty...due to the human person as creature of God” is protect-
ed, then can we agree that “to recognize and respect human
rights is nothing but obedience to the will of God”? Is the
protection of human rights thus a fulfillment of the dual
commandment of love of God and love of neighbor? If
“Islam” means “submission to the will of God,” and if re-
spect for the dignity of the human person is of the will of
God, then does Islam by its very nature require Muslims to
recognize basic human rights? (And if that is not the case,
why isn’t it?)

4. Religious freedom: Doesn’t love of neighbor re-
quire, as a religious obligation (and not merely a practical
political accommodation), respect and legal protection for
the religious convictions of others, so long as those convic-
tions do not compromise the common good? Do Muslims
agree that that principle holds even if Muslims regard what
the “other” believes is false? Can we agree that the institu-
tional separation of religious and political authority is good
for the state (because it prevents the state from sacralizing

First, I am writing this article after the election lest
anyone might think it has some political motive.
Secondly, this is my small attempt to address a sub-

ject that is not separate from my life. The work of social jus-
tice has occupied a large part of my priesthood both with
the labor movement and in the area of affordable housing
and tenant protection.

As I write, I gaze over at a bookshelf in my room that is
filled from one end to the other with books and pamphlets
that contain encyclicals of the popes, statements from the
bishops of the United States and the writings of priests and
scholars like Msgr. John Ryan and Msgr. George Higgins.
One large book in particular is called The New Dictionary
of Catholic Social Thought, edited by Judith A. Dwyer.
This type of literature has almost been like scripture to me
in forming my attitude toward society.

And yet I must confess that now in our modern complex
society it is not easy for anyone to discern clearly where
justice ends and charity begins. Let me explain.

Capitalism, whether Catholics recognize it or not,
comes to us from the Protestant work ethic. Calvin was
convinced of predestination. You were born for heaven or
hell. Material success in the world was a sign that God
loved you and that salvation was yours.

Max Weber, a scholar, in a book called The Protestant
Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism demonstrated the

philosophy of capitalism. Weber’s book tells this story:
“When each person pursues his or her own self-interest,
the common good is enhanced. Economic self-interest is
the key to prosperity for all. With profit as a motive every-
one will benefit.” Ben Franklin himself taught the virtues
of capitalism. Austerity, honesty, industry, frugality and
thrift rank equally with faith, hope and charity as virtues
to be pursued.

The Catholic Church, in all of her pronouncements, has
never condemned capitalism. Through her parishes and re-
ligious communities the Church has always pursued the
corporal works of mercy in schools, orphanages, hospitals
and charitable organizations. These were regarded as works
of charity and love. Yet, she has always defended private
property and the right to profit from labor.

However, as society has developed, the role of the state
in the service of the poor has grown and become more es-
tablished. Privileges of earlier times have become “entitle-
ments” now. For example, the state has the obligation to see
that its citizens are well fed, well housed, properly educat-
ed, given medical care and protection at work and in old

age. These collective tendencies are simply taken for grant-
ed as the proper role of government.

The question arises: Just how far should these benefits
go? Remember that Saint Paul said that “if one will not
work, neither let him eat” (2 Thes. 39).

When the bishops of the United States (Nov. 13, 1986)
issued a pastoral letter entitled “Economic Justice for All,”
they were following the lead of a statement of the Latin
American Bishops that called for “a preferential option for
the poor” (Puebla, Mexico 1979). The bishops called for an
expanded version of civil, political and economic rights in
the United States.

Thus we come to the discussion of “entitlements.”
Where does justice end and charity begin? Pope John Paul
II in Laborem Exercens (On Human Work) (1981) stated
that “just efforts to secure the rights of workers should al-
ways take into account the limitations imposed by the gen-
eral economic situation of the country.”

Communism and socialism have both been attempted.
The first failed utterly. The other has been proven to drag
down the progress and welfare of the whole society as is
evident in many countries both in Europe and the East.

There must be justice and fairness. People who work
hard should not be forced by the state to hand over an
undue amount of their hard-earned wages to let the state
distribute them as it so desires. Charity is one thing; justice
is another. It is often difficult to ascertain where one begins
and the other ends.

Catholic theologians and economists did not universal-
ly accept the statement of the bishops of the United States.
So the debate will continue. Catholics, in this matter, have
a right to speak their mind.

( Msgr. John Gilchrist is pastor emeritus of Holy Cross
Parish, Harrison.)

itself) and for religion (because it prevents the misuse of re-
ligion for political purposes and creates social space for
faith and the workings of conscience)? Christians now rec-
ognize that the attempt to create “Christian states” was a
failure that involved “great costs on all sides.” Are Muslims
prepared to recognize that the attempt to create “Islamic
states” will likely lead to the same bad results, for both jus-
tice and faith?

5. Violence and reciprocity: Can Islam understand its
faith in such a way that Muslims reject violence in the name
of God, not only in terms of a cleansing of conscience about
the past, but as a commitment to the future? Can this com-
mitment extend to those who leave the House of Islam for
other faiths? The Koran teaches that no one may be forced
to believe; can Muslims agree that that principle “only
comes to fruition if it guarantees the freedom also to aban-
don the faith, to understand it differently, or even to despise
it”? As Father Troll asks, “Am I right to think that it is only
God’s affair to judge the weight of such matters?”

That is interreligious dialogue for adults.
(Editor’s note: Pope Benedict XVI met with Muslim and

Catholic scholars Nov. 4-6 at the Vatican—see The
Catholic Advocate, Nov. 12. George Weigel is a distin-
guished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.)

The Catholic Church has never
condemned capitalism. She has

always defended private property
and the right to profit from labor.

Is it possible to create a critical
Christian-Muslim scholarship

marked by the will to understand
out of love?

THE CATHOLIC
DIFFERENCE

By George Weigel

VOICES

By Rev. Msgr. John Gilchrist
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BRAZILIAN MISSIONARIES—
Most Rev. Edgar M. da Cunha,
Auxiliary Bishop of Newark, cel-
ebrated Mass at Saint James
Parish on Nov. 16 to mark the
final blessings of an evangeliza-
tion campaign dedicated to fami-
lies of Brazilian origin that reside
in the Ironbound section of
Newark. Brazilian Redemptorist
missionary priests (pictured, left
to right) Father Roque Sotil
Gabriel and Father Ademar
Ferreira-Maia, visited the
Newark parish to organize
neighborhood spirituality groups,
much like they do in their home-
land. Themes include spiritual
reconciliation and renewal of
Baptismal promises. “We are a
missionary congregation and
our thrust is evangelization,”
Father Clement Krug, parochial
vicar at Saint James, said.

Fr. Walters selected to guide
ministerial development center

Submitted photo

ALL SAINTS DAY PARADE—As part of an All Saints Day program at Assumption Academy,
Emerson, all 240 students participated in a schoolwide assembly, which reflected their study of the
saints in religion classes. One highlight of the assembly was a parade of the saints, which includ-
ed (left to right) first graders Catherine Thomas (Saint Catherine of Siena), Sean Salcedo (Saint
Patrick) and Michael Pressimone (Saint Michael). Fifth graders staged a puppet show, sixth
graders gave short talks and seventh and eighth graders developed Power Point presentations on
the beatification process. Dr. Maria Cleary, principal of the academy, organized the event.

or stage of life,
according to infor-
mation provided on
the Archdiocese of
Newark’s Web site
(www.rcan.org).
The goal of the
ministerial develop-
ment experience is
to help each person
embrace more fully
his or her own life
situation by bring-
ing the good news
of the Gospel into
its midst.

Courses held in
fall, winter and

spring cycles and offered at various parishes
throughout the four counties of the archdio-
cese. Classes typically meet for two-hour
sessions once a week, combining instruction
with prayer, reflection and small-group shar-
ing. Sessions are designed to focus on theo-
logical reflection.

Classes for Christian Foundations for
Ministry (CFM) are offered in English, Hait-
ian Creole, Portuguese and Spanish lan-
guages. CFM leads to recognition, celebra-
tions and designation of those completing the
three-year process with an archdiocesan Cer-
tificate of Completion and recommendation
for specific ministries both within and beyond
the parish communities.

A one-on-one discernment session is
available for third-year participants who
want to explore further ministerial opportuni-
ties. Participants completing the program are
recognized at an archdiocesan commission-
ing ceremony presided over by Archbishop
Myers or an auxiliary bishop of Newark.

NEWARK—Father Michael M. Walters,
pastor of Holy Spirit/Our Lady Help of Chris-
tians Parish in East Orange the past decade, is
the new director of the archdiocesan Center
for Ministerial Development. Archbishop
John J. Myers recently appointed Fr. Walters
for the post.

The Christian Foundations for Ministry
program, explained its new director, “trains
lay people for part-time positions in parish
ministries.” Fr. Walters cited Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine (CCD) and Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) pro-
grams as examples. The training involves
“any type of ministry in which a person does
not have to be ordained,” he explained.

To become certified, Fr. Walters added, re-
quires a three-year training program that in-
cludes some classroom work but is primarily
“experiential, geared to the adult learner.” The
program currently has some 300 members
throughout the archdiocese.

Ordained in 1981, Fr. Walters attended the
seminary at the American College of the
Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium. He
succeeds Sister Virginia Stanton as the director
of the archdiocesan center.

The new foundation year, he said, begins
in September but it is really “a continuous
cycle, someone can take part during any
time of the year.” Fr. Walters can be reached
at his office in the Archdiocesan Center in
Newark at (973) 497-4350 for more infor-
mation on the center.

Dedicated to adult faith formation, the arch-
diocesan Center for Ministerial Development
emphasizes that spirituality and growth can
be realized anywhere, by anyone, in any walk

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The Catholic
Church must strengthen its efforts to ed-
ucate and assist lay Catholics involved in
politics so that the positions they hold
and the policies they promote reflect the
values of the faith they profess, Pope
Benedict XVI said.

The pope’s comments came in the wake of the recent U.S. pres-
idential elections. As reported, the pope sent his personal congratu-
lations to President-elect Barack Obama (see The Catholic
Advocate, Nov. 12).

Meeting members of the Pontifical Council for the Laity Nov. 15,
the pope emphasized the need to educate lay Catholics to play their
proper role in building a world of justice, charity and protection of
human rights.

“In a special way, I reaffirm the necessity and urgency of the evan-
gelical formation and pastoral accompaniment of a new generation
of Catholics involved in politics, that they would be coherent with
their professed faith,” morally upright, professional and passionate
about serving the common good, he said.

Laypeople are called to fulfill their mission as followers and wit-
nesses to Christ in government, social life, workplaces, schools and
families, the pope said.

“Every environment, circumstance and activity in which we hope
will shine the unity between faith and life is entrusted to the responsi-
bility of the lay faithful, moved by a desire to communicate the gift of
encountering Christ and the certainty of the dignity of the human per-
son,” the pope said.

In a world where so many people are not aware of the beauty of
the truth and the joy of being Christian, he said, the Church relies on
laypeople to share “the treasure of grace and holiness, charity, doc-
trine, culture and works that make up the Catholic tradition.”

Pope Benedict also praised the council for the laity’s commitment
to promoting the dignity and participation of women in the Church
and in the world.

“Man and woman, equal in dignity, are called to enrich each other
in communion and collaboration, not only in marriage and family life,
but also in society,” he said. 

Pope Benedict XVI

THE POPE SPEAKS

Church should fortify
faith values 
in politics 

BY WARD MIELE
Managing Editor

Father Michael Walters

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele



pon returning from 
church, the Persaud 
family discovered that 
soot and ash were all that 

remained of their home in Guyana 
— it had been consumed by a 
fire. In a desperate attempt to find 
shelter, Inbranie Persaud and her 
two daughters transferred chickens 
they were raising from a large pen 
to a smaller chicken coop.

The large pen then became their 
only shelter from the elements. 
Here Inbranie and her girls would 

find little rest and even less peace. 
In a matter of two hours, this poor 
family’s source of shelter went from 
little to nothing.

The girls continuously cried 
while their mother prayed over 
them the first night in the coop. 
The entire family slept on a 

rotted mattress as 
mosquitoes swarmed 
around them.  Inbranie 
fervently prayed as 
the smell of smoke and burnt 
wood wafted throughout the 
coop. “God, please protect us,” 
Inbranie sobbed. “It’s only the 
girls and I in here. We have 
nothing… we have nothing.”

The Persauds were not only left 
unprotected from the elements, 
but vulnerable to thieves, looters 
and worse. Concerning the safety 
of her children, Inbranie said, 
“They’re afraid ’cause anyone 
can come in on us. I can’t sleep. 
Anything I hear I just jump up. 
Who am I gonna turn to for 
help?  There’s no neighbor I can 
call out to.”

“Mommy, when are we gonna 
come out of here?” 5-year-old 
Lotoya Persaud frequently asks her 
mother. “I don’t know what to do,” 
her tearful mother responds. “I 
ain’t got nothing.”

“This, rather,  
is the fasting  
that I wish… 
sheltering the 
oppressed…” 

(Isaiah 58:6a, 7b)

A new, protective home would 
be a miracle for a family like the 
Persauds. Unsheltered families like 
this throughout the Caribbean and 
Latin America pray for the miracle 
of a sturdy new home. Your gift 
for housing can be an answer to a 
desperate family’s prayers.

You can help Food For The Poor 
build a single housing unit for 
just $2,600 — and the benefits 
for those you will help are beyond 
measure. The homes we build are 

“God, please protect us,”  
Inbranie Persaud sobbed.  

“We have nothing... we have nothing.” 

U
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Dept. 62392  •  6401 Lyons Road  •  Coconut Creek, FL 33073 
(954) 427-2222  •  www.foodforthepoor.org

basic, but they provide shelter from 
the elements and protection from 
other dangers. For the poorest 
of the poor, receiving the keys 
to a new home may be the most 
important event in their lives.

Founded in 1982, Food For The 
Poor works to end the suffering of 
the destitute by providing food, 
clean drinking water, basic shelter, 
medical supplies and education 
to our poorest brothers and 

sisters in the Caribbean and Latin 
America. We strive to effectively 
and efficiently serve those in 
desperate need; more than 96% of 
all donations received go directly to 
programs that benefit the poor.

Inbranie found the remnants of her 
church hymnal amid the rubble of 
her former home. Standing atop its 
vacant grounds, Inbranie said, “I’m 
praying that we can come out of this 
[chicken coop] as fast as we can. I 

really, really need help. I thank God 
for anyone who can help me.”

The brochure enclosed in 
this publication contains more 
information on how you can help 
suffering families in need of safe 
housing. Every gift will make a 
tremendous difference to families 
in great need.

Please be a caring neighbor to 
families like Inbranie’s by sending a 

gift for housing today. One gift can 
alter the future of an entire family.

“Lord… When 
did we see You 
a stranger and 

welcome You…”  
(Matthew 25:37b–38a)

It costs only $2,600, or a pledge of $174 a month for 15 months, to build a new home for an 
unsheltered family. Other gifts will help build a new home by providing essential parts such as a 
roof or locking doors. Your gift can help answer the prayers of a 
desperately poor family that prays for safe shelter. Through your 
compassion and generosity, you can replace despair and fear 
with hope and human dignity.

Please, be as generous as you possibly can and send a gift to help 
provide a home for those in dire need. Please use the postage-paid 
envelope in the brochure located in this publication to send your 
gift today. May God bless you for your compassion.

Your gift of $2,600 will build a home for a destitute family.

After their home  
was destroyed by 
a fire, the Persaud 
family has been 
forced to live in  
a chicken coop.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT



Meet Our School

M
other Seton Regional High
School, founded in 1963, is
committed to the “complete
education” of the 425 young
women who attend the

Middle States Association accredited insti-
tution. Affiliated with the Sisters of Charity
of Convent Station, the mission of the
Catholic girls’ high school is to “challenge,
empower and inspire” its students and have
them excel in “academics, personal growth
and service to others” while learning in a
diverse environment.

Sister Regina Martin, S.C., is proud of
every student and stresses the importance
of forming smart, capable young women.
“They really are delightful girls,” she said.
“These young women are the future of the
Church and the future of our families.”

The school promotes “academic excel-
lence and Seton Spirit,” a motto that is dis-
played throughout the halls. Assistant
Principal Joan Barron believes the “Seton
Spirit” is difficult to explain, but is felt
throughout the school. “We focus on the
student and their individual potential. You
definitely catch the Seton Spirit quickly
when you enter here.”

Academic excellence can be seen in the
graduating class, where there was 100-per-
cent college acceptance. The graduates
were awarded over $9.6 million in scholar-

ships to nearly 75 percent of the class. Two
Mother Seton students—Kathleen Tower
and Stephanie Wazszkiewicz—earned
“Commended Student” status in the 2008
National Merit Program. Recent graduate
Jackie Somogyi was a National Merit
Scholar semifinalist.

Extra-curricular
activities such as
sports and arts pro-
grams give students a
well-rounded educa-
tion. That education
also includes time-
management skills
and learning to inter-
act with students out-
side the classroom.
“The students are re-
ally interactive with
each other and with faculty. Involved stu-
dents don’t feel isolated,” Barron ex-
plained.

Seasonal activities, such as “Deck the
Halls,” where 150 girls stay after school to
decorate the facility for Christmas, foster
school spirit. A major event for the year is
Spirit Week, which this year began on Oct.
10. Points are tallied and the winning class
receives bragging rights for the rest of the
year. “There is no prize,” Sr. Regina said.
“They are their own reward.”

Education in a same-sex environment
allows the young women to fully express
themselves, Sr. Regina believes. “The girls
have a chance to excel. We focus on get-
ting them to stand up for themselves.
Camaraderie at this age is very important.
These young women are leaders in offices

and are not afraid to
show us who they
are.”

Senior Meredith
Lubas, 16, is student
council president and
captain of the school’s
dance team. Serving
as a student ambassa-
dor, Lubas visits local
grammar schools to
promote Mother
Seton.

“This school is definitely unique. You
want to be involved and the faculty gets in-
volved as well. With all girls, you focus on
yourself as an individual.”

Focused on a career in nursing, Lubas
believes Mother Seton has equipped her
for the future. “This school has definitely
prepared me for the real world. You feel
like you are on a level playing field with
others around you.”

The connection between students and
faculty was important throughout her jour-

Mother Seton Regional
High School
1 Valley Rd.

Clark, NJ 07066
Ph: 732-382-1952

www.motherseton.org

Spirited future leaders thrive
ney in high school. She has fond memories
of the spring “lock-in” where students and
faculty spend the night at the school. 

“It’s like a giant slumber party,” Lubas
explained. “We all watch movies and there
is a big campfire. The whole school is in-
vited.

Junior Rachel del Valle, 15, is also a
student ambassador and is on the school’s
forensics team. Last May, she competed in
a national forensics meet in Appleton, WI.
“At the meet, I wasn’t really nervous. You
learn to develop poise and how to talk to
people.”

Another member of the forensics team,
sophomore Deandra Cadet, 15, is involved
with the school play. She appreciates the
diversity at her school and learns from
other students everyday. 

“There are so many different kinds of
people here. I love cultures and internation-
al relations. We have a cultural assembly
where students dance, sing and perform in
front of the school. It’s great to showcase
your own culture.”

“The Perfect Solution To Your Printing Needs”

Visit Us on the Web at

www.svoprinting.com

Graphic Design 1-Color to 4-Color Printing

Promotional Products Fund Raising Direct mail

Archdiocese of Newark Directory & Almanac
printed by SVO, Inc.

Printing_Solved

PPPPP 973.983.8380 FFFFF 973.983.8303 WWWWW www.svoprinting.com

Be a sponsor!
“Meet our School” is a new 

feature that will be published in every issue of
The Catholic Advocate, the community 

newspaper for the Archdiocese of Newark.

Celebrate the caliber and accomplishments of
young people in the classroom at every level.

An advertisement targeting students and their
parents during the academic year will get results.

Call (973) 497-4200 for rates or e-mail 
to pearsoma@rcan.org



November 26, 2008 13Advent

Long, loving look
below surface of
the holiday season

F
or most Americans
the period between
Thanksgiving and New
Year’s Day evokes a
variety of images.

There are the Norman Rockwell
visions of excited children open-
ing presents under a Christmas
tree, of joyful family dinners and
of horse-drawn sleighs on snowy
country roads.

However, there are also less-
pleasant images: overcrowded
shopping malls, crammed park-
ing lots and exhausted people
who can’t wait for the holidays
to be over.

It is ironic that the “holiday
season” coincides exactly with
Advent—the Church’s season de-
voted to quiet, reflective waiting
and patient preparation of our
hearts for the coming of Christ.

So when I was asked by a
publisher to do a book about
Advent, my first thought was to
write something critical of the
way we presently celebrate the
holiday season, bemoaning the
secularism, materialism and
busyness that make it so hard for
us to experience the true reli-
gious spirit. But very quickly an-
other more appealing approach
for a book suggested itself, one
that comes more naturally to me
as a Benedictine monk: to try

“seeing” the holidays instead of
just “doing” them.

As a monk I’ve been taught to
pay a lot of attention to “seeing”
rather than to simply “doing;”
that is, I try not to get so wrapped
up in activities that I forget to re-
flect on the meaning of what I am
doing. This is part of the reason
that I spend time each day in lec-
tio divina (holy reading), which
entails a slow, meditative reading
of scripture, listening for what a
particular passage, phrase or
word might be saying to me per-
sonally. While I’m doing this
reading, I keep asking myself:
“What is the Lord telling me in
this particular passage?”

Over the years this questioning
has become a habit, which carries
over from holy reading into the
rest of my life. For example I
might ask myself: “What could the
Lord be trying to teach me as I’m
sitting here with this flat tire on the
Garden State Parkway?” In other
words, I try to cultivate a contem-
plative stance toward everyday
events and the people around me,
trying to see in them a deeper
meaning, a message from God.

My favorite definition of con-
templation is “a long, loving look
at the real.” The practical starting
point for this kind of careful look-
ing at reality is a pair of assump-
tions laid down by Saint Benedict
of Nursia (ca. 480–ca. 546). His
“Rule for Monks” still provides

the basis for the monastic life that
Benedictine men and women fol-
low, focusing on two fundamental
principles. The first is God is
present everywhere. For example,
the monastery’s tools should be
treated with the same reverence
as the sacred vessels of the altar.
The second is Christ is present
in everyone we meet—thus the
Benedictine tradition of hospital-
ity and the special care to be
shown towards the sick, the poor
and the elderly.

I decided that if the over-
whelming reality in our lives
during November and December
is the inevitable busyness of the
holidays, then rather than criti-
cize this state of affairs, I would
instead take a long, loving look Father Albert Holtz

at some of the everyday things
that make up the holiday sea-
son—from traffic jams to
Christmas cookies. I set about
writing my book of Advent med-
itations with the conviction that
Saint Benedict was correct; that I
would find in the busy, seeming-
ly secular realities of the holi-
days plenty of deeper messages
and spiritual meanings.

I was delighted with the re-
sults. The more meditations I
wrote, the more I experienced
the wisdom of Saint Benedict’s
two assumptions, and my careful
loving looks at very ordinary
things did indeed yield some
beautiful insights about Advent
and Christmas.

Continued on page 14

BY FATHER ALBERT HOLTZ
Special to The Catholic Advocate

Krowicki McCracken Funeral Home
Jacob W. Krowicki, Jr., Manager  N.J. Lic. No. 2424 •   Jeffrey B. Krowicki, Director  N.J. Lic. No 4011

2124 East St. Georges Avenue • Linden, New Jersey 07036-1049
Tel: (908) 352-9190 • Fax: (908) 925-2144

The Krowicki McCracken Funeral Home, located at 2124 East St. Georges Avenue, Linden, has again offered their families a 

personalized glass angel keepsake ornament in memory of their loved one. The deceased’s name, date of birth and date of death

has been placed on each ornament. The funeral home has sent letters to families that reads as follows: “During Christmas, we

celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus, Let us not be sad when reminded of a love one’s ab-

sence, but celebrate their birth into eternal life.”

Our Christmas Tree of Remembrance is dedicated to everyone we have served

during the past year and will be displayed in the funeral home during the month 
of December. We invite our families to come in and accept their ornament. 

If you would like further information please call us at (908) 352-9190.

Wishing you a Blessed Holiday Season
The Krowicki Family

Celebrate the 
Joy of Christmas!

St. Theresa’s 6th Annual Christmas Bazzar
Saturday, December 13, 2008

9 am till 7:30 pm—Mc Veigh Hall
Food, Fun, Gifts, Games, Prizes, Pictures and more!

A  Fun Day for the Whole Family • Come for an hour...spend the whole day!

The 15th Annual Christmas Concert
The Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea

Conducted by the Rev. Alphonse Stephenson
December 17, 2008, 7:30pm

Featuring the Jersey Shore’s favorite orchestra. Energetically led by the must-see
maestro, Father Alphonse Stephenson. This event has become a staple

here in our parish. See and hear the orchestra that has filled the
church at St. Theresa’s in previous years!

Tickets: $15, $25, $50.  All seats are reserved for your convenience.

St. Theresa’s Church, 
541 Washington Ave., Kenilworth

Call (908) 709-1930 or email us at sttheresaym@hotmail.com 
for ticket reservations or more Information.

•Trappist Preserves
•Monastery Fruitcake
•Chocolate, Fudge & Candy
•Christmas Cards & Gifts
•Advent Calendars & Wreaths
•Incense & Icons
•Books & Chant CD’s

Quality 
Products
from Trappist,
Benedictine, 
& Franciscan  
Communities

Quality 
Products

(800)472-0425
MonasteryGreetings.com

Gifts Shipped Anywhere!

FREE
CATALOG
of Monastery Products
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Contemplation
Ultimately I wrote 37 reflec-

tions—one for every day from the
first Sunday of Advent through
Jan. 1. These reflections have now
been published by New York-
based Morehouse Publishing as a
book entitled: “From Holidays to
Holy Days: a Benedictine Walk
Through Advent,”  (Web site:
www.morehousepublishing.org) 

I would like to share the first
meditation, one that had occurred
to me many times over the years. It
has to do with those holiday ban-
ners that decorate lampposts along
certain streets during the holidays.

I’m driving down South
Orange Avenue from Norfolk
Street toward the center of down-
town Newark when I notice how
the holiday banners of candles,

snowmen and giant snowflakes
on the lampposts lining both sides
of the street form a colorful corri-
dor. I smile at a vivid childhood
memory of the Christmas decora-
tions on South Orange Avenue
in Vailsburg reaching across the
roadway on wires to create a
welcoming pathway of lights
and garlands, like a festive out-
door tunnel leading everyone
toward Christmas.

In the ancient days, when a
king or an emperor was coming to
visit a province, the roads along
the route would be decorated in
honor of the visiting dignitary and
the citizens would come out of the
city to escort the honored visitor
through their gates. Such an offi-
cial visit was called a parousia in
Greek. In the New Testament, the
word parousia came to refer to
what would eventually become
one of the most important themes
of the Advent season: the second
coming of Christ as King at the
end of time. During Advent the
Church celebrates the fact that for
those who are prepared, the parou-
sia will be a time of glory and re-
ward, of resurrection and blessing.

As I continue down the banner-
lined avenue, I wonder if Jesus
will make His triumphal way
down a street like this at His final

coming. I start to imagine the vic-
torious Christ entering Newark
along this long parade route—the
curbs of South Orange Avenue
lined with crowds shouting and
clapping, waving and welcoming
the Lord into our city as He comes
not just on a royal visit but to de-
liver us all at last from the grip of
sin, suffering and death.

In the distance, Newark’s sky-
line stands against a great bank of
white clouds that glow in the mid-
morning sunlight. Jesus’ words
come to mind right away: “You
will see the Son of man seated at
the right hand of Power, and com-

ing on the clouds of heaven”
(Matt. 26:64). Maybe He will
come riding on some mighty
clouds, like those just above the
Prudential building.

But as I drive past the last ban-
ner, I change my mind. No—I de-
cide that I had it right the first time:
the Lord will certainly come right
down South Orange Avenue, wel-
comed by cheering crowds along a
colorful corridor lined with holi-
day banners.

During the Advent and
Christmas season, I encourage
everyone to find a moment for
quiet seeing instead of busy doing,
for taking a careful, loving look at
the people and events that fill your
life. I pray that you may find in
these moments the true message of
this holy season: God is living
among us and constantly offering
each of us the gift of boundless,
surprising, self-sacrificing love.

(Editor’s note: Father Albert
Holtz, O.S.B., is a graduate of
Saint Benedict’s Prep. He serves
as Benedictine monk of Newark
Abbey, where he is Novice Master
and Director of Oblates. He is
the author of five books of medi-
tations and “From Holidays to
Holy Days: a Benedictine Walk
Through Advent” (2008) from
Morehouse Publishing.)

Continued from page 13

Any ‘long, loving
look’ at everyday

life begins with the
assumptions that I

will find God
present in each
event and find

Christ present in
every person I meet.

Advent

Wishes Each & Everyone

Anthony P. Vainieri, 
Owner

NJ Lic. No. 2032

Anthony P. Vainieri Jr.,
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 3880

Valerie Vainieri Huttle,
Director

NJ Lic. No. 3558

5923 Kennedy Boulevard
North Bergen, NJ 07047

201 • 868-6555

Advent & Christmas Choir Concert (Free)

Our Lady of Lourdes, West Orange
The Adult and Children’s Choir of Our Lady of Lourdes 

will sing Saturday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for any part or all of the evening:

5:30 pm      Mass
6:15 pm      Connor Hall, Light supper (downstairs)
7:00 pm      Concert in Church

Our Lady of Lourdes

1 Eagle Rock Ave. • West Orange • (973) 325-0110

“Happy Thanksgiving”

Residential & Commercial
Oil Service 

& Installations

New Jersey Assemblywoman 
Valerie Vainieri Huttle

Wishes each & everyone a

“Happy Thanksgiving”

WASHINGTON TWP.—Knights of Columbus Council 5427 will
hold its annual food drive of non-perishable food items for local pantries
on Saturday, Dec. 13. Personal hygiene items, such as shampoo and
soap, also are being accepted.

Area residents interested in making donations can leave items in a
bag at their front door before 10 a.m. on the day of the drive for collec-
tion by volunteers. Items also can be dropped off at the member’s room
entrance at the rear of the Knights’ building located at 79 Pascack Rd.

Monetary donations also will be accepted and can be mailed to the
Knights of Columbus Food Drive, 79 Pascack Rd., Washington
Township, NJ 07676. Contact Jim Duthie at (201) 664-5313 or the
Knights of Columbus Hall at (201) 664-0422 for more information.

Knights planning food drive

CC RR YY SS TTAA LL FF LL OO RR II SS TT
and Greenhouses, Inc.

317 Ridge Road • North Arlington, NJ 07031
(201) 991-1599

Directly across from Holy Cross Cemetery (North Arlington)

Serving all of Northern NJ Cemeteries & Mausoleums.
www.cemeteryflorist.com • We ship artificial flowers anywhere

Order Your
Grave Blankets Now!!!
Guaranteed Placement
for Christmas.

Through our perpetual grave program, we
keep live flowers and plants at your loved
one’s resting place always at their best.

Serving families for over 20 years.
Specialists in Plantings, Cemetery Maintenance, Holiday Bouquets

and Christmas Covers.

10% OFFFirst Order!Call for details

19 Lincoln Avenue
Rutherford, NJ 07070
Telephone: 201-939-1050

ANGELO G. MANIA, CFSP
NJ Lic. No. JP03201

Manager

e-mail: ccfn1884@hotmail.com

FUNERAL HOME

Happy Thanksgiving!

We wish you a 
wonderful Thanksgiving,

with family and
friends...

St. John the Evangelist Church
29 North Washington Avenue

Bergenfield, NJ 07621
(201) 384-0101

Bromirski Funeral Home
221 Warren Street

Jersey City, NJ 07302
(201) 434-4883

Bill Bromirski, Mgr.
NJ Lic. #2300

Bower & Company
463-9 Schuyler Avenue

Kearny, NJ 07032
(201) 955-1700

Advocate Publishing Corp.
171 Clifton Avenue
Newark, NJ 07104

(973) 497-4200
Community newspaper for 
The Archdiocese of Newark
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45 voices set to sing out
Dec. 14 at Holy Name

EAST ORANGE—The Orpheus Club Men’s Chorus of
Ridgewood will perform Sunday, Dec. 14, 4 p.m., at Holy Name
of Jesus Parish, 200 Midland Ave., East Orange.

The chorus consists of 45 members under the musical direc-
tion of John Palatucci who has been with the group for nearly
two decades. Ron Levy is the club’s pianist. In recent years
Palatucci has extended the scope of the chorus’ repertoire to in-
clude, jazz, popular Broadway tunes, American and internation-
al folk songs and intricate classical choral pieces. 

Submitted photo

HELPING THOSE IN NEED—Students at Saint Joseph Regional
High School, Montvale, collected nearly 100 bags of groceries in-
cluding cereal, pasta, canned goods and whole turkeys during the
first two weeks of November for the schoolʼs Thanksgiving Food
Drive. Volunteers from the Office of Concern at Saint Ceciliaʼs
Parish, Englewood, picked up the items gathered by the students
and delivered them to needy families throughout the archdiocese. 

ADVERTISERS: 
Celebrate “Catholic Schools Week” in The

Catholic Advocate’s Jan. 21, 2009 special

report. Call (973) 497-4201 to learn more!

Place your Holiday
order early!

ROSELLE SEAFOOD
“Fresh Fish Daily”

Deep Fried Dinners to Go
Steamed Shrimp • Steamed Maryland Crabs

111 West 2nd Avenue • Roselle NJ 07203
908-241-5990

Submitted photo

The Orpheus Club Menʼs Choir will perform Dec. 14, 4 p.m., at Holy Name
of Jesus Parish, East Orange. To reserve tickets, priced at $15, call the
parish center at (973) 675-4444 or visit the church during weekend masses.

The Sister Rose Thering Endowment
at Seton Hall University in South Orange, NJ, housed in the graduate department of

Jewish-Christian studies, offers scholarships to all teachers taking courses in the

Holocaust and Jewish-Christian studies program. Courses can lead to certification

for non-matriculated students, or to a master’s degree.

Whether you teach in a public, private or parochial school, New Jersey mandates Holocaust
and Genocide education in every school throughout the state to students in K-12.

Scholarship application deadline is December 15, 2008.

Contact Marilyn Zirl, Administrator, at
(973) 761-9006 or by email zirlmari@shu.edu.

Are you a teacher
in New Jersey?

Spring semester begins
January 12.

Courses available include:

• Values for a Pluralistic Society

• Jewish and Christian Foundations for
Social Service

• Philosophic Perspectives on the Shoah
(The Holocaust)

• Jewish Roots of Christian Spirituality

• Teachings of Jesus

APPLY NOW!
Scholarships available
for at least $2,500

www.lakelandbank.com • 973-697-2000

With offices located throughout Bergen, Essex, Morris, Passaic, Sussex and Warren Counties

*This account is variable rate. The interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield (APY) are determined by the Bank and may change at any time at the Bank’s discretion.
The APY is accurate as of 9/25/08. This is a tiered rate account and the interest paid is based on the amount of funds on deposit in the account. The tiers are as 
follows: Tier I: $0 - $14,999 will earn an APY of .50%; Tier II: $15,000 and above will earn an APY of 3.33%. The minimum deposit to open the account is $15,000 and the
maximum is $500,000. New funds only (i.e., funds not already on deposit at Lakeland Bank). Fees could reduce earnings. Consumer accounts only. This offer may be
withdrawn at any time.

3.33APY*
%

Platinum Tiered Money Market Account
with balances of $15,000 or more

Rate good through December 31, 2008 
at all Lakeland Bank offices.
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Immaculate Conception students
experience adventure ‘in orbit’

MONTCLAIR—Last summer, Immaculate
Conception High School students Yanique Perkins
and Tanysha Flood could not have been further from
home. As a matter of fact, they were absolutely out of
this world.

Actually, the students spent a week in “earth
orbit,” simulated at NASA’s Marshall Space
Flight Center in Huntsville, AL (Web site:
www.nasa.gov/centers/marshall), the site where
many rockets in U.S. space program are built.

The two students traveled to “Yellowhammer
State” on a grant provided by a donor from the
Archdiocese of Newark’s Scholarship Fund for
Inner-City Children (SFIC) (see related story on
page 23). The SFIC provides children in need with
the opportunity for a quality, values-based education
through partial tuition scholarships to attend Catholic
elementary and high school within Bergen, Essex,
Hudson and Union Counties.

Through an SFIC donor-designated program
like Space Camp, low-income high school stu-
dents have been attending Advanced Space Camp
Academy for over 10 years.

Mark Walchak, senior manager of global pack-
aging technologies for pharmaceutical giant Pfizer
Inc., New York, provided the funds for the SFIC’s
Space Camp program. Walchak established this pro-
gram at SFIC after his own experience at Space
Camp with his daughter, in order to share the educa-
tional opportunity with students who could never af-
ford such a program. He said his hope is that the ex-
perience will motivate archdiocesan students to pur-
sue a career in science.

In addition to Perkins and Flood, science scholars

from Saint Mary of the Assumption High School and
Benedictine Academy (both in Elizabeth) were invit-
ed to attend one week of Space Camp. The archdioce-
san students joined teenagers from around the country
in watching videos of moonwalks, the space shuttle
and the Pathfinder orbiter.

Things suddenly became interesting when their
high-tech hosts recreated a series of mock crises at the
orbiting International Space Station. NASA placed
teams of students in a space-mission simulation and
instructed them to react to situations that would occur
at the space station.

Submitted photo

Immaculate Conception High School seniors Tanysha
Flood (left) and Yanique Perkins spent a week of their
summer vacation in an “orbit” simulated by NASA.

A TIMELESS WARRANTY
ONLY FROM YOUR EXCLUSIVE AUTHORIZED ROCK of AGES MEMORIALIST

MONUMENTS  MARKERS  MAUSOLEUMS

McHUGH - TULLY MEMORIALS
214 Ridgedale Ave., East Hanover

1-800-924-0514 • 1-800-698-2429 •  mchughmem@aol.com
LINCOLN MONUMENT COMPANY

405 Orange Rd., Montclair • 220 Lenox Ave., Westfield
1-800-854-1330 • www.lincolnmonuments.com

S E A L M A R K

RALPH RULLIS, Jr., C.M. - CERTIFIED MEMORIALIST
(as featured in the New York Times article - in person)
Our Credentials Also Include 29 Design And Industry Awards For
Excellence In Marker, Monument And Mausoleum Design

DESIGNERS • FABRICATORS • ERECTORS • BRONZE & GRANITE MARKERS • CEMETERY LETTERING

Serving all Cemeteries and Families 
Like Yours Since 1919

regarding costs,  pre-planning savings & available facil i t ies at
the Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, without any obligation on my part.

I would like more information... 

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE PARISH

• Three fully heated and air-conditioned floors that include a 3rd floor
skylight atrium & 1st floor courtyard.

• Church of the Madonna offers an 11 o’clock Special Remembrance
Mass on the last Sunday of each month for all departed loved ones.
• Indoor chapel, elegant statues, eternal candles, cremation niche

and other special attributes.

For information, a free personal planner, or to set up an appointment
without any obligation...CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-392-1951
Visit us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org

Or fill out the information below and send to; 
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, 2070 Hoefley’s Lane, 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

Madonna Chapel is a distinctively Catholic
mausoleum of unsurpassed beauty and serenity on the
grounds of a landmark stone church.  The timeless
construction of granite and marble with magnificent
stained glass windows inspires devotion in an im-
maculately maintained indoor setting that allows for visi-
tation regardless of weather conditions. 

Madonna Chapel
Mausoleum

INSPIRATIONAL

EDUCATIONAL

CATHOLIC 
SPEAKER

(201) 933-8967

Communion Breakfast 
• K of C • Rosary Society

• Parish Ministries Day

TY AGOSTA
(Former Host of Catholic Radio)

Proud to be Catholic, 
The Mass, Jesus & Mary, 

Angels & Saints, 
The Eucharist, 

How To Keep Them Catholic

“Making the Faith 
Come Alive”

Chapman
Schinestuhl
& Swick

• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING 

• OIL TO GAS 
CONVERSIONS

• EMERGENCY SERVICE 
• VIDEO

PIPE INSPECTIONS

36 North Ave East
Cranford, NJ

908.276.1320

William Schinestuhl-
NJ Plumbing Lic. #6073

Thomas Swick- 
NJ Plumbing Lic. # 6848Serving

Central NJ
for 70 Years

Woodcliff Lake parish to host Christmas show
WOODCLIFF LAKE—Our

Lady Mother of the Church
Parish, 209 Woodcliff Ave., will
present “A Christmas Celebra-
tion III, A Musical Experience
of Joy, Peace and Love—From

Broadway to Galway” on Satur-
day, Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m.

The concert, to be held in the
church, will feature the Irish tenor,
Ciaran Sheehan, the soprano Gay
Willis and The Strings of Tara and

The Celtic Voices of New York.
Tickets are priced at $35 per

person. Call the parish at (201)
391-2826, or Irish Eyes, 1 Cottage
Place, Ridgewood, at (201) 445-
8585 to make reservations.
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Hoboken, mothers in need are
given material goods such as
food, diapers and clothing from
the main office. The young
women are also referred to their
shelters in New York.

Good Counsel Homes offers a
life-skills program that prepares
the mothers for independent living
and career development. Chris
Bell, executive director, said 20
percent of the mothers in residence
are from New Jersey and about
half of the women already have a
baby. Those women who are preg-
nant typically are at the end of
their second trimester. The average
mother in the shelter is 21 years
old and many have not graduated
from high school. Good Counsel
Homes lets them continue their ed-
ucation to further their academic
and employment goals. 

Many of the women in the
shelters have had at least one abor-
tion. Bell said some did not know
they had an option to go to a crisis
pregnancy center. “They think of
abortion as an ‘unpardonable sin’
and they cannot be forgiven. There
are places to go for healing the
emotional and spiritual scars.”

Good Counsel Homes has a
post-abortive counseling and re-
ferral program known as Lumina
(phone 877-586-4621) that helps
to heal the painful scars. He said
most of the women are at the shel-
ter with an “atonement baby,” as a
way to atone for a previous abor-
tion. Like Several Sources, the
young women are allowed to stay
at the shelter for a year, but some
chose to stay longer.

The Holy Spirit is at work in all
of the homes, Bell believes. “I take

believes that crisis-pregnancy
shelters provide a great service to
young women in need. Last year,
Fr. Meagher spoke at a luncheon
to benefit Birthright of Essex
County (www.birthright.org ), a
non-profit crisis pregnancy cen-
ter in Bloomfield (see The
Catholic Advocate, Feb. 21,
2007). Birthright provides free,
confidential community and social
services such as maternity homes,
pre-natal care programs and free
baby clothes. 

Crisis pregnancy homes give
women the opportunity to choose
life that they would not have oth-
erwise, according to Fr. Meagher.
“These homes offer choice in the
midst of a great challenge these
women face,” he said. “Once a
child is conceived, there is a
whole new reality. The pregnancy
shelters are a concrete expression
that God is always with them.
The baby becomes as it always
is—a blessing.”

Earlier this year, in his Respect
Life column (see The Catholic
Advocate, Jan. 9), Fr. Meagher de-
cried the “holocaust” and toll of
abortion: 48 million “legal” surgi-
cal abortions since 1973.

no credit for it,” he said. “With
God’s help and prayer, we do the
right thing. We can witness mira-
cles everyday, whether it is a baby
being born or a young mother
studying for an exam. God is
speaking with us all the time.”

Bell cites an increasingly
“decadent culture” for the num-
bers of unwed mothers in the
country. Sexually transmitted dis-
eases (STD) also have been on the
rise since the inception of the or-
ganization. “A horrible, growing
trend is the epidemic spread of
STDs. About 80 percent of our
young mothers have or were re-
cently infected with at least one
STD,” Bell said.

Despite the many challenges,
he believes that there are people
fighting for the lives of young
women and their children. “I be-
lieve that where sin abounds, grace
abounds all the more. The strength
of the faithful helps Good Counsel
Homes continue.” 

Father Joseph Meagher, the
director of the Archdiocese of
Newark’s Respect Life Office,

Submitted photo

Maria, who came to came to the Several Sources Shelter at age 15,
holds her six-month-old daughter, Lucia.

Scholarships available

For more information:
201 559-6131

Instant Decision Days 
for Freshmen and Transfers

 

No appointment necessary ... 
just stop by with your:

 •
 •
 •

Felician College

Shelters
Continued from page 3

‘Women who go
against the tide and

keep their baby
become their baby’s

hero. I can’t help
but admire them.

They are changing
the culture of death

into a culture of
life.’
—Kathy DiFiore

SERVICE PROVIDERS
Father Mike Moran 

shares precious 

moments with 

parishioners at 

St. Anthony Gardnersville, 

Monrovia, Liberia.
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Archdiocese of Newark
Priest/Religious Death Notice(s)

Please submit information to Melissa McNally
Email: mcnallme@rcan.org

Fax (973) 487-4192 • Phone (973) 497-4196
To receipt of information does not guarantee publication. 

Notices will be printed as space permits.

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

PRO-LIFE OPENINGS
The Several Sources Shelters,
our non-profit, non-sectarian shel-
ters for pregnant women are in
need of kind, compassionate 
individuals to fill the following
openings: LIVE-IN ASSISTANT 
HOUSEMOTHER, $13,500-
$16,500/ year–with three weeks
vacation per year. Driverʼs license
required. To receive a specific job
description please call K. Wrona
(201) 818-9334.

SERVICES OFFERED

WANTED 
MAHOGANY FURNITURE

Dining rooms, bedrooms, break-
fronts, secretaries. One piece or
complete contents. Call Bill 
(973) 586-4804.

WANTED TO BUY NOVENAS

Senior Care at Home
Senior Care at Home is the lower cost alternative
to nursing homes or assisted living. Family Care
Employment Agency provides live in caregiver  al-
lowing the comfort of their own house. We specialize
in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies and house-
keepers. All candidates are fluent in English with
great references.

For our personalized placement services, 
call Dell at (908) 416-7976.

GIFTS

 M  S

McAULEY
Religious Gift Shop

at Mount St. Mary’s (across from Sears)

Rosaries • Statues • Gifts
Catholic Medals • Cards •

Music  Books • Bibles

(908) 754-2793
Monday-Friday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Mt. St. Mary’s
1633 Rt. 22 and Terrill Road

Watchung, NJ 07069

WE ACCEPT PAYMENT BY CASH
OR PERSONAL CHECKS. 

NO CREDIT CARDS.

FOR SALE
Two BEDROOM SETS for sale. One Queen set and one Full set. The
prices are neg.  Exc. condition. Please call  Maria @ (201) 943-3142,  or
call anytime (201) 244-5669.

Get your story in on time!
Call Ward or Melissa at (973) 497-4200

for deadlines and assistance.

Emai l: advnews@rcan.org

Help Wanted
Parishes,
Schools,

Agencies and
businesses–

List your 
openings.

(973) 
497-4203

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for God and Charity for His creatures, made you worthy,
when on earth, to possess miraculous powers. Miracles waited on your word, which you were ever ready to
speak for those in trouble or anxiety. Encouraged by this thought, I implore of you to obtain for me (request).
The answer to my prayer may require a miracle. Even so, you are the Saint of Miracles. O gentle and lov-
ing St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of the
Sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to be folded in your arms; and the gratitude of my heart will ever be yours.
Amen. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be. Novena is Published in Gratitude. Thank you St. Anthony.   

T.S.

A TIMELESS WARRANTY
ONLY FROM YOUR EXCLUSIVE AUTHORIZED ROCK of AGES MEMORIALIST

MONUMENTS  MARKERS  MAUSOLEUMS

McHUGH - TULLY MEMORIALS
214 Ridgedale Ave., East Hanover

1-800-924-0514 • 1-800-698-2429 •  mchughmem@aol.com
LINCOLN MONUMENT COMPANY

405 Orange Rd., Montclair • 220 Lenox Ave., Westfield
1-800-854-1330 • www.lincolnmonuments.com

S E A L M A R K

RALPH RULLIS, Jr., C.M. - CERTIFIED MEMORIALIST
(as featured in the New York Times article - in person)
Our Credentials Also Include 29 Design And Industry Awards For
Excellence In Marker, Monument And Mausoleum Design

DESIGNERS • FABRICATORS • ERECTORS • BRONZE & GRANITE MARKERS • CEMETERY LETTERING

Serving all Cemeteries and Families 
Like Yours Since 1919

Immaculate Conception

Cemetery and Mausoleum
Grove St. & Mt. Hebron Rd.
Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Serving the Catholic Community of Northwest
Essex County since 1895
(973) 744-5939

Aloia Funeral Home, Inc

180 Harrison Ave., Garfield, NJ
973-340-7077

Louis G. Aloia, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3372
Rosemarie A.Aloia,NJ Lic.No.3829

Andrea R.Gilkes, NJ Lic.No. 4114

CARING FAMILY SERVICE SINCE 1940
www.aloiafuneral.com

KJoseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

�201� 865-0923Serving all
communities

for over 
50 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

FUNERAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

Position Opening
Immediate Opening

SCIENCE TEACHER-(Chemistry-
General Science) private, Catholic
secondary, seeks outstanding indi-
vidual with superior academic skills
and an understanding of the mission
of a Catholic institution. Forward re-
sumes/covers to: 
Fax: (201) 998-3040 and/or 
E-mail: geolinke@juno.com or 
Regular Mail: QPHS, 191 Ruther-
ford Place, North Arlington, NJ
07031 attention Mr. George Linke.

Funeral Services

Directory

Call Mona for rates.

(973) 497-4203

E-mail: 

westbrra@rcan.org

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors; one Business and two impossible. Say nine Hail Maryʼs for nine days with a
lighted candle. Published the ninth day “May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests will be granted no matter how impossible they seem. Publication must be
promised.

E.H.S.

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
DIOCESE OF WORCESTER, MA

The Diocese of Worcester seeks an energetic and inspiring
Superintendent of Schools to provide vision and leadership to its 28
Catholic elementary and secondary schools and to achieve a new
level of excellence.  

Candidates should have the following attributes:
• A fully participating and practicing Catholic, with a vision of how to

deliver effective Catholic education within diverse communities
• Strong organizational, managerial and interpersonal abilities that 

inspire confidence among parents, teachers and administrators
• Experience in the development of curriculum, Catholic religious 

education, and staff formation
• Experience with budgeting and resource development
• Excellent writing, speaking, and instructional skills
• A minimum of five years experience in a senior educational 

leadership position and a Masterʼs Degree 

A complete position description and application details may be found
at www.worcesterdiocese.org

2009 Directory & Almanac

Please send me_________copies @ $28.00ea.

Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________  State:_______  Zip:_______
Phone ___________________________  Amount enclosed: $_____________

�

Archdiocese of Newark 
2009 Directory & Almanac

Fill out coupon and send check or money order payable to: Advocate Publishing
Corp.,  171 Clifton Avenue, PO Box 9500, Newark, NJ 07104.

VISA/MC ACCEPTED

To order: 
Call:

(973) 497-4200 

Email:
pearsoma@rcan.org 

Mail: 
to address below.

The CatholicAdvocate

YOUR 
COMPLETE GUIDE TO: 

Archdiocesan Agency Offices, 
Parishes, Schools, Clergy, 

Deacons, Religious Men and
Women Communities, etc.

Only $28.00 each
(shipping & handling incl.)upcom ing

Issues–

December 10
Shrines & Retreats

December 24
Christmas Edition

Call 
(973) 497-4200 

for rates and info
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Caldwell College to present
Christmas Spectacular Dec. 5

Submitted photo

SACRED HEART ANNIVERSARY— Sacred Heart Elementary School of Jersey City celebrated its
95th anniversary with a gala dinner and reception Oct. 26 at the Harborside Club Atrium. The gala
raised over $225,000 for the schoolʼs endowment fund. There were 250 people in attendance, rep-
resenting Sacred Heart alumni, friends, faculty and parishioners of Saint Elizabeth. The evening
program included awards and proclamations presented by the City of Jersey City and the New
Jersey State Senate, followed by speeches and entertainment by the students of Sacred Heart
School. Enjoying the golden sunset on the promenade of Harborside Club are (left to right) Msgr.
Thomas OʼLeary; Msgr. Donald Guenther; Sister Frances Salemi, SC, the principal of Sacred Heart
School; Msgr. Robert Harahan; and gala chairs Christie and Tony de Nicola of Franklin Lakes. Tony
de Nicola, a member of the archdiocesan Finance Council, serves on the board of Sacred Heart.

Holy Trinity
wins ‘gold’
at olympics

WESTFIELD — In a repeat
performance, Holy Trinity Inter-
parochial School won first place
in the 36th annual “Scholastic
Olympics” hosted by Roselle
Catholic High School, held
Oct. 22.

Last year Holy Trinity also
captured the overall top spot in the
academic competition for eighth
graders. Sixteen area Catholic
elementary schools competed in
the event and individual win-
ners received Roselle Catholic
scholarships.

Courtney McGovern and
Kevin Sheridan won first place
awards in English and Sean Puzzo
captured first place in religion.
Catherine Serzan was awarded
first place in the forensics and
first place was awarded to James
Gilmartin in history.

Liam Hughes placed second
in art.  Third-place awards went
to Hannah Clark and Kelly
Glennon in current events and to
Brian Cattaffe in science. Other
Holy Trinity team members in-
cluded Caroline Massa, James
Potter, Lauren Monaco, Mary
McDermott, Amanda Williams,
Grace Kelly, Gregory Gagliardi
and Douglas Tortorici. Eighth
grade teachers Pat Byrne and
George Polasky served as modera-
tors for the Holy Trinity Team.
Sister Maureen Fichner, S.S.J., is
the principal of Holy Trinity (Web
site: www.htisnj.com).

CALDWELL—The Caldwell College Choir and Wind Ensem-
ble will present a “Christmas Spectacular” concert Friday, Dec. 5,
8 p.m. in the student center auditorium.

Tickets are priced at $10 per person. Contact the college’s music
department at (973) 618-3520 or (973) 618-3326 for reservations.

The choir will sing carols, spirituals, an opera chorus and selec-
tions from Bach and Rutter. The wind ensemble, joined by the High
School Honors Band, will perform “O Magnum Mysterium” and
“Quest for Peace.”

Saint Anthony of  Padua Chapel
1360 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange, NJ 07052

Tel: (973) 325-2233 • www.stanthonyschapel.org
Served by the Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest

Directions: Exit 7 from I-280, then south for 1 1/2 miles 
on Pleasant Valley Way

Come to St. Anthony’s!
Designated by the Archdiocese of  Newark for the 
exclusive celebration of  the Extraordinary Form 

of  the Latin Rite.
Mass Schedule

Sunday : 7:30 a.m. • 9:00 a.m. • 11:00 a.m. (High Mass)
Monday, Wednesday-Saturday (except First Friday): 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday: 7:00p.m. (with devotions to St. Anthony)
First Friday: 7:00 pm followed by Benediction

Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
• Holy Hour of  Eucharistic Adoration: Thursday 7:00 p.m. •

• Confessions daily 1/2 hour before each Mass,
after Holy Hour & upon request

Traditional
Latin Mass

Come Praise 
the Lord!

The Benedictine Monks
of Newark Abbey 

Advent Roundtable Series
Tuesday, November 25, 2008
Making the Holidays Holy Days
(Book  signing for Fr. Albert’s new book  
of advent meditations)
Rev. Albert Holtz, O.S.B.

Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2008
Advent’s Call to Conversion
Br. Maximillian Buonocore, O.S.B.

Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2008
Advent’s Promise: the Prophet Isaiah
Rev. Philip Waters, O.S.B.

Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2008
Advent’s Message for Troubled Times
Panel Discussion

Tuesday roundtables begin with 7:00 p.m. sung Vespers 
in St.  Mary’s Church.  Presentations are at 7:45 p.m.  

in St.  Benedict’s Prep,  520 Dr.  M.L.  King Blvd. ,  Newark
A selection of books available. Secure parking behind 

St. Mary’s Church. For more information call 973 792-5751

Guadalupe/Mexico City.....December 8-13
Celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Guadalupe Dec. 12

The Camino (March 21-28–especially for those in their 20ʼs-40ʼs)
Medjugorje....Journey to Peace (March 25-April 2)

Franciscan Italy (March 30-April 6)
Great Women of Faith (April 14-21, Paris/Lourdes/Lisieux)

Poland/Prague (April 16-23)         Holy Land (April 22-29)
Fatima (May 11-16)                       Greece (July 4-12)

FRANCISCAN SPIRIT TOURS
“Refresh your spirit ~ Renew your soul!”

328 8th Avenue, Suite 108, New York, NY 10001
info@FranciscanSpiritTours.com    (646) 736-7964    (646) 861-3634
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Parishes make plans to support
Retirement Fund for Religious

NEWARK—Parishes through-
out the Archdiocese of Newark
will participate in the 21st annual
appeal for the Retirement Fund for
Religious, which runs the week-
end of Dec. 13-14.

Coordinated by the National
Religious Retirement Office
(NRRO) of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops in
Washington, D.C., (Web site:
www.usccb.org/nrro) the collec-
tion will address what is a project-
ed $9 billion retirement liability of
Catholic religious orders.

Sister Margaret Thomas
McGovern, O.P., who celebrated
60 years with the Sister of Saint
Dominic of Caldwell last year,
serves as the archdiocesan dele-
gate for the religious and the
local coordinator for the retire-
ment fund’s annual appeal.

Local religious communities
that received grants through the
national appeal include Saint

Donations have enabled NRRO to
seed and stabilize retirement funds
at religious institutes, leverage
local fund-raising, and assist capi-
tal campaigns. Grant awards have
assisted investment and supported
collaboration among religious in-
stitutes and helped ensure quality
of life and adequate healthcare
for thousands of women and

Trinitas
honors
Weishapl

Elizabeth Weishapl

Sister Margaret Thomas 
McGovern

Dominic, Caldwell; Augustinian
Recollects, West Orange; Domini-
can Nuns, Summit; Order of Fri-
ars Minor Capuchin and Domini-
can Nuns, Union City; Augustin-
ian Recollect Sisters, Irvington;
and Marist Brothers, Bayonne.

Ginny Cunningham, a con-
sultant and project manager of the
Retirement Fund for Religious,
said the Archdiocese of Newark
last year contributed $646,276—
nearly 4 percent below the pre-
vious year.

Last year the appeal distributed
$23 million in basic grants that
benefited 482 of the nation’s
Catholic religious institutes of
women and men. Since the first
national annual appeal took place
two decades ago, NRRO has
raised more than $550 million.

The Retirement Fund for
Religious collection has been
the most successful appeal in
U.S. Catholic Church history.

men religious formerly at risk.
However, Cunningham noted

that since 1988 “the gap between
assets available for retirement and
the cost of living/health care for
elderly women and men religious
has widened from $2 billion to $9
billion and is expected to grow.”

By 2023, the combined Social
Security benefits of all retired reli-
gious is projected to be $184 mil-
lion a year, but cost of care will
total more than $1.6 billion annu-
ally, she cautioned.

There are more than 37,000
Catholic religious are now past the
age of 70 throughout the United
States. Some 4,900 women and
men require skilled nursing care.
Cunningham underlined the fact
that while costs for care in a skilled
nursing facility in the United
States averages more than $55,200
annually, “religious institutes have
kept their average cost of skilled
nursing care to $51,361.” 

Ninety-five percent of dona-
tions are awarded to religious in-
stitutes through basic grants.  The
groups’ annual reports can be
viewed online by visiting the Web
site: www.retiredreligious.org.

ELIZABETH—Elizabeth
Weishapl, who has devoted more
than 37,000 volunteer hours to
Trinitas Hospital during the last
30 years, was honored recently
as the Retired Senior Volunteer
Program’s (RSVP) Volunteer at
the annual Senior Corps/RSVP
luncheon.

Weishapl is a member of the
board of the Trinitas Hospital
Auxiliary and has been involved in
numerous activities that benefit the
hospital. Serving as chairperson of
fund-raising for the auxiliary, she
plans vendor sales, cake sales and
recreational bus trips.

She is active at Holy Spirit
Parish, Union, as a eucharistic
minister, a member of the Rosary
Society Welcoming Committee,
and trip coordinator for the 60-
Plus Club. A resident of Union,
Weishapl also served as a volun-
teer at Union Hospital until it
closed last year. She recruited a
large number of that hospital’s
volunteers to join the Trinitas vol-
unteer effort. For this and many
other activities, she was recog-
nized with the Morris Rudner
Volunteer Award.

Elder Law - Estate Planning
“ You Spent A Lifetime Working & Saving -

I Think Your Assets Belong To You!”
• Asset Protection • Guardianship • Disability Law • Medicaid Eligibility 

• Financing Nursing Home Costs • Home Visits Available • Wills • Trusts • Probate

BENJAMIN ECKMANBENJAMIN ECKMAN
Member National Academy Elder Law Attorneys

1767 MORRIS AVENUE •  UNION
9 0 8 - 2 0 6 - 1 0 0 0

73 MOUNTAIN VIEW BLVD •  WAYNE
9 7 3 - 7 0 9 - 0 9 0 9

366 KINDERKAMACK RD • WESTWOOD
2 0 1 - 2 6 3 - 9 1 6 1

SCREENED • BONDED • INSURED • LICENSED

AT HOME CARE
LIVE-IN • LIVE-OUT • FULL TIME • PART TIME

ENJOY THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

“Our son has always cared for us
– now let him care for you.”

• Meal Preparation
• Lt. Housekeeping
• Transportation

• Shopping
• Medication Reminders
• Laundry & much more

Richard Blecker
Senior Administrator

Member: National Association of Professional Geriatric Care Managers
908-964-6700 • Toll Free 866-703-CARE

Affordable Independent Senior Living
Alternative to Assisted Living

� Private Rooms & Suites (with housekeeping & meals)
Rates starting at $2100 per month

� Respite/Short Term Rooms available 
Rates starting at $100 per day

� Apartment rentals also available
� Medication assistance available
� Medical & shopping transportation available
� Social Activities and daily Mass

Sponsored by The Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother

Visit our website at www.saintfrancisres.com
Or contact us at 973-627-5000 for more information 

or to schedule a personal tour.

St. Francis 
Residential Community
122 Diamond Spring Road, Denville, NJ 07834

200  Execut ive  Dr ive • Ste  100 • West Orange, NJ 07052

LL.M in Taxation

973-239-9595
•Medicaid Planning & Applications

•Asset Preservation through Estate Planning
& Elder/Disability Law Planning

NEWARK—Saint Michael’s
Medical Center will hold a blood
drive Wednesday, Dec . 10, 9 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m., at Mother Schervier
Hall, 268 Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard.

The blood drive is co-spon-
sored by The Blood Center of
New Jersey, which will give each
donor a $15 gas card. To donate
blood, a person must be at least 17
years old. Donors are advised to
eat a meal before giving blood.

Blood drive
set Dec. 10

ROLLING UP
THEIR
SLEEVES—
More than 90
faculty and stu-
dents at Don
Bosco Prep,
Ramsey, took
part in a recent
Red Cross blood
drive at the
school.
Organized by
students David
Bishop and Ryan
Kozar, the event
was conducted
with the help of
32 student and
faculty volun-
teers. Among
those donating
was Don Bosco
senior William
“Billy” Kenny.Submitted photo
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FIGHTING BREAST CANCER—
Lois V. Greene, director of the
Cathedral Regional Cancer Center
at Saint Michaelʼs Medical Center,
Newark, was among 700 guests at
the recent Susan G. Komen Fight
for the Cure North Jersey Affiliateʼs
12th annual “Pink Tie Party,” which
was held at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center in Newark.
The gala raised funds for breast
cancer research, education,
screening and treatment programs
for the medically underserved and
uninsured. Greene serves as pres-
ident of the board of trustees for
the Susan G. Komen Fight for the
Cure North Jersey Affiliate.
Launched in 1982, Susan G.
Komen Fight for the Cure has be-
come the worldʼs largest grass-
roots network of breast cancer sur-
vivors and activists. To date nearly
$1 billion has been invested mak-
ing the organization the largest
source of nonprofit funds in the
fight against breast cancer.

Submitted photo

Dr. Rodolfo Rodriguez, left, a product of archdiocesan schools, is this
yearʼs recipient of the New Jersey Society of Optometric Physiciansʼ
“Physician of the Year Award.” Making the presentation at the organiza-
tionʼs recent annual convention is Dr. Michael Veliky, president of NJSOP.

Rodriguez garners NJSOP award
HAMILTON — The New

Jersey Society of Optometric
Physicians (NJSOP), at its annu-
al convention in Atlantic City,
named Dr. Rodolfo Rodriguez
of Ridgefield Park optometric
“Physician of the Year.”

A graduate of Essex Catholic
High School and Seton Hall
University, South Orange,
Rodriguez is certified in oral ther-

ogy from Seton Hall University.
Rodriguez is president of the

Hudson County Society of Opto-
metric Physicians in addition to
being a member of the American
Optometric Association, Ameri-
can Public Health Association
and several other professional
groups. He is an assistant clini-
cal professor at the State Univer-
sity of New York, State College
of Optometry.

According to NJSOP (Web
site: www.njsop.org), the Physi-
cian of the Year award is in
recognition of someone who
demonstrates a mode of practice
that shows deep commitment to
patients. In addition the recipient
must have shown concern and
involvement to NJSOP and
made a significant contribution”
to the community.

apeutics as well as the treatment
and management of ocular dis-
ease. He has been a NJSOP mem-
ber 26 years and serves on the or-
ganization’s board of directors.

Licensed in optometry since
1982, Rodriguez received his doc-
torate from the State University of
New York, State College of
Optometry. In 1977 he earned a
bachelor of science degree in biol-

Submitted photo

WE’VE GROWN INTO A NEW NAME.

Trinitas Regional Medical Centeer is a Catholic Teaching Hospital sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth in partnership with Elizabethtown Healthcare Foundation.

Caring for You in Every Way

Trinitas is growing, and that’s good news for you and your family. We believe that our new name

more accurately reflects the level of care we provide as we strive to meet the healthcare needs of

our region.

Please visit www.TrinitasRMC.org to learn more about us and our Centers of Excellence. Join our

email list and receive free e-newsletters, announcements of free health screenings, and news of free

health seminars.

225 WILLIAMSON STREET • ELIZABETH, NJ 07207 • 908.994.5000 • WWW.TRINITASRMC.ORG

Trinitas Hospital is now

Trinitas Regional Medical Center

We’re everywhere you need us.

Behavioral Health • Cancer • Cardiology • Maternal/Child Health • Renal • School of Nursing

Senior Services • Sleep Disorders • Women’s Services • Wound Healing/Diabetes Management

a loving
community

a peaceful oasis

state-of-the-art
facility

The place for your loved ones.
We are one of New Jersey’s leading non-profit long-term skilled
nursing care facilities, where medical and spiritual professionals
come together to care for the mind, body & spirit. We are the
Margaret Anna Cusack Care Center.

537 Pavonia Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306
201.653.8300
cusackcarecenter.org
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SFIC taps Gerard O’Connor
to direct scholarship effort

NEWARK—Gerard T. O’Connor,
a career executive with 20 years of
experience in the fields of fund-rais-
ing and development, has been named
executive director of The Scholarship
Fund for Inner-City Children (SFIC),
affiliated with the Archdiocese of
Newark.

A member of Saint Joseph Parish,
Maplewood, O’Connor will guide the
daily operations of a 25-year-old or-
ganization committed to providing ed-
ucational opportunities and choice for
economically disadvantaged children.

His responsibilities will include
creating development initiatives for
the organization as SFIC strives both
to meet current requests for tuition
assistance and ever-growing demand for financial aid for attendance
at private and parochial elementary and secondary schools. In the
past four years, the SFIC has made available more than $8 million in
scholarship awards.

“Throughout my career, I have seen clearly that people involved in
Catholic school education are committed to their mission, and that inner-
city children who attend Catholic schools acquire the skills, character and
determination required to be successful not only in school, but also in
life,” O’Connor said.

“I’m proud that last year the fund was able to make the dream of a
Catholic school education a reality for some 2,000 children in Bergen,
Essex, Hudson and Union counties,” he continued. “At the same time,
however, we were not able to help more than 1,500 others who applied
for scholarship assistance. My immediate goal to is enlist the support and
commitment of new donors to the fund so that we can say ‘yes’ to even
more children and parents.”

“Gerry O’Connor’s experience not only in fund-raising, but also in
creating key programs to enhance organizational development, make
him a natural choice for executive director,” Joseph J. Oakes, III, board
chairman of the SFIC, said.

Prior to joining SFIC, O’Connor served as senior vice president for
development of the New Jersey Network (NJN) Foundation, and was re-
sponsible for implementing the first major-gift program for NJN mem-
bers and viewers. From 2001 through 2004, he worked as executive vice
president of Trinity Fund Raising Consultants, Commack, NY, an or-
ganization that designs and manages capital campaigns and programs for
Catholic institutions nationwide. He also served in a similar capacity
with The Martin J. Moran Co., New York, a national development con-
sulting group specializing in assisting Catholic institutions in meeting
capital and other development needs.

A resident of Maplewood, O’Connor holds a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in business management from SUNY College at Old Westbury, NY,
serves as a member of the Development Committee and co-chair of the
“Opportunity of a Lifetime” capital campaign at Mount Saint Dominic
Academy, Caldwell.

Gerard T. OʼConnor

CAN YOU HELP SAVE
A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Theresa” was saved from 
abortion and born on 4/25/08. We struggle
to keep our prolife shelters open to provide
a choice for over 300 pregnant women who
call our hotline monthly. Your contributions
can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org
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Please call 

Anne DeVivo DeMesa

today in the Office of

Planned Giving or 

e-mail at

demesaan@rcan.org to

learn more about the tax

benefits of a Charitable

Trust, Charitable Gift

Annuity or Bequest and

to receive a free copy of

our new booklet outlin-

ing the various charita-

ble programs of the

Archdiocese, AA Call to

Serve One Another.

www.rcan.org/
plannedgiving

Looking for guaranted income for life
while making a lasting difference?

The Charitable Gift Annuity Can Help You Do Both.

Here are some of the benefits:
• Supplement retirement income now
• Payments are not dependent on the 

financial markets
• The security of future, fixed annuity payments that you never outlive
• Significant tax savings
• Support your parish or the Archdiocese and leave a lasting legacy

*Deduction may vary slightly with the IRS discount Rate. Assumed rate 4.2%.

PLEASE NOTE: These examples are for illustrative purposes only and are not intended as legal or tax ad-
vice. Consult your own legal and tax advisors prior to making any material decisions based on this data.

www.rcan.org/plannedgiving CA 11-26-08

PLEASE JOIN US!
Office of Planned Giving hosts an

Income Tax Reduction, Estate Tax Elimination and Wills 
from a Catholic Perspective Seminar at

Our Lady of Mercy Church, 40 Sullivan Drive, Jersey City
Tuesday, December 2, 2008, 6:00 p.m.

(doors open 5:30 p.m.)
RSVP (973) 497-4048 • Anne DeVivo DeMesa

Limited seating so call to reserve. Dinner and refreshments provided.

Presenter: Mr. Sal Salvo, cofounder of the Institute for Family Wealth Counseling in Parsippany, NJ 
is a nationally recognized financial educator, speaker and lecturer.

For additional information,  call or email Anne DeVivo DeMesa at The Office of Gift Planning 
Phone: (973) 497-4048 • E-mail: demesaan@rcan.org • Website: www.rcan.org/plannedgiving 

Complete and mail this form to: The Office of Planned Giving, 
171 Clifton Avenue, Newark, New Jersey 07104 

To learn more about the tax benefits of a Chaitable Trust, Charitable Gift Annuity or Bequest and  to receive a free copy of
our new booklet outlining the various charitable programs of the Archdiocese, A Call to Serve One Another.

Dear Anne,

___ Please send me more information about Charitable Gift Annuities and Deferred Gift Annuities.    

___ Please send information about Life Income Gifts.

___ Please contact me about a personal visit. The best time to call me is:__________.

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________City______________________ State______ Zip________

Phone___________________________________________ Email_______________________________________


