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Hark! Herald angels to sing at Cathedral

Center illuminates deacon’s family values

“B
ill was a great
teacher. He loved
to teach. He once
told me that often,
when he was teach-

ing, ‘time stood still.’ He taught us
that the family is holy. It is a con-
tinuation of God’s creation and
life in the world. Even with all its
sorrows and difficulties, family
life is holy.”

Rev. Msgr. Richard M. Liddy,
Ph.D., used these heartfelt words
during his homily at a Funeral Mass
celebrated nearly two years ago at

Saint Elizabeth Parish, Wyckoff.
Msgr. Liddy, professor of Catholic
Thought at Seton Hall University
(SHU), South Orange, was describ-
ing his dear friend and colleague
Deacon William J. Toth, Ph.D.

An influential and beloved fig-
ure throughout the Archdiocese of
Newark, Deacon Toth died Feb. 3,
2008 at the age of 67. His love of
family and his work as a teacher
were honored Dec. 5 at The
Center for Family Spirituality—a
center he was instrumental in cre-
ating at Immaculate Conception
Seminary School of Theology, on
the campus of SHU. He joined the
faculty of the School of Theology

in 1991 and served as Associate
Professor of Christian Ethics.

The Catholic Center for Family
Spirituality was designed to respond
to the challenge issued by Pope John
Paul II to create new institutes dedi-
cated to the theological, spiritual and
pastoral dimensions of family life.
Through a generous grant from the
William E. Simon Foundation, the
center reflects on the family as the
“Church in miniature” and explores
ways to meet the challenges and
stresses attending modern family life.

The center was created through
the collaboration of Deacon Toth
and Dr. Dianne Traflet, an associate
dean of the School of Theology.

Tragically, Deacon Toth died just as
plans for the center were being final-
ized. In tribute to an inspiring col-
league, the seminary has established
the William J. Toth Summer Institute
for Family Spirituality, a cornerstone
for the center, which offers graduate
level courses on the theological, spir-
itual and pastoral dimensions of fam-
ily life. A Catholic Journal of Family
Spirituality also has been published
by the center and dedicated to the
memory of Deacon Toth.

“The center will be a tribute to Dr.
Toth, who inspired the seminary
community, not only by his scholarly
career and classes on Christian

NEWARK—The Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, 89 Ridge St.,
will host the 39th annual “Candlelight Carol Sing” Dec. 16 and 17
(Wednesday and Thursday), featuring the Cathedral Choir and Brass
Ensemble and organist Vincent Carr. Doors open at 7 p.m. John J. Miller,
archdiocesan director of music ministries, will conduct the performance.

Admission is free both nights and the public is invited to attend. There will
be a good-will collection during the program. In addition to traditional

Christmas Carols, the concert will include choral selections from various
countries. Call (973) 350-8443 for more information.

The Carol Sing is the highlight of the Cathedral Concert Series. The pro-
gram traces its roots to an impromptu event in 1969, when a snowstorm dis-
rupted a scheduled organ recital at the Cathedral. With the organ soloist un-
able to attend the event due to the blizzard, John Rose—then the director of
music—led the assembled concert crowd in the singing of Christmas carols.
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Felician marks
sterling silver
anniversary

Sister Theresa Mary
Martin celebrated her
25th year as president of
Felician College with a
week-long series of
events in November.

150 reasons
(and counting)
to give thanks

Immaculate Conception
High School paid tribute
to the Sisters of Charity
of Saint Elizabeth, who
are celebrating their
sesquicentennial
anniversary.
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LODI and RUTHERFORD—Sister Theresa Mary
Martin celebrated her 25th year as president of Felician
College with a week-long series of events that culmi-
nated Nov. 19 in a special ceremony at Felician’s
Rutherford campus.

“I am simply God’s instrument,” Sister Theresa said.
“Twenty-five years ago I was not ready to be president of
Felician College. But I have since learned that God does not
call the qualified—He justified the called. He called me, I
answered, and He went to work. The rest is history.”

“We want to thank you, Sister Theresa, for your love,
dedication and service,” said Sister Mary Aquinas Szott,
provincial minister and chairperson of the Felician Board of
Trustees, at the Nov. 19 dedication and blessing of Sister
Theresa Mary Martin Hall (formerly Becton Hall) on the
Rutherford Campus. “You said at your inauguration as pres-
ident: ‘If we have to risk, we will, but we are going to be the
promised land of higher education in the 21st century.’
Twenty five years later, here we are, in the promised land,
celebrating you and your presidency.”

Silver week at Felician College
honors Sr. Theresa Mary Martin

“The 25th anniversary of Sister Theresa’s presidency has
given us the perfect opportunity to honor and commemorate
her years of service and devotion to the college and its
Franciscan mission,” Sister Rosita Brennan, Felician’s
provost and vice president for academic affairs, said.

Twenty-five years ago Felician had 450 students (all fe-
male), approximately 300 of which were studying toward
associate degrees in nursing. Under Sister Theresa’s guid-
ance, Felician has evolved into a co-ed college with more
than 2,400 students and an expanded slate of undergraduate
and graduate programs, preparing students in fields such as
education and business.

The silver anniversary jubilee celebration included a
special day of service, when trustees, administration, facul-
ty, staff, students and alumni volunteered at various service
organizations such as the NJ Community Bank, Hillside;
Saint Peter’s Haven, Clifton (a homeless shelter and food
pantry); 55 Kip Center, Rutherford, (a senior center); NJ
Veterans Home, Paramus; and Saint Ignatius Nursing
Home, Philadelphia (a Felician Sisters’ establishment).
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Sister Theresa Mary Martin (left) and Susan Chalfin,
vice president for student services and administrator
of Felicianʼs Rutherford campus, pose in front of the
newly named Sister Theresa Mary Martin Hall.

To donate:
National Religious Retirement Office/NEW 
3211 Fourth Street NE 
Washington DC 20017-1194
Make your check payable to Retirement Fund for Religious

www.retiredreligious.org

Please Share in the Care
Ninety-five percent of donations to the National 
Religious Retirement Office aid elderly religious.

“I invite everyone to thank the Lord for the precious gift of these brothers and sisters.”
  Pope Benedict XVI

Retirement Fund for Religious

Your tax-deductible gift supports the day-to-day care of thousands of elderly women and men religious.

Or give at your local parish December 12–13.
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Sr. Ann Fedyszak, OSBM, 73, Fr. Fabian Sheganoski, TOR, 71; Sr. Elizabeth Jane Tepley, OSBM, 70; (bottom row, from left): Fr. Christopher Panagoplos, TOR, 60; Fr. Mark Reifel, TOR, 81; Sr. Rita Brunner, FSE, 95; Sr. Patricia Ann Froning, OSF, 73. 
Papal quotation taken from remarks made following the Angelus in Saint Peter’s Square, February 1, 2009.
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Statue of beloved pope marks
anniversary for Newark parish

Submitted photo

Father Bogumil J. Chrusciel, parishioner Maryanne Szuszkowski and Archbishop John J. Myers and
Rev. Msgr. Michael A. Andreano, archdiocesan Vice Chancellor (center, back row, left to right), pose
with members of Saint Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Parish, following the blessing of a bronze stat-
ue of Pope John Paul II. The statue was cast in Italy and purchased through parishioner donations
as an expression of their love for the late pope. “This statue will serve as a beacon to those who pass
our church each day; not only Catholics, but people of all faiths,” Fr. Chrusciel said.

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

REMEMBERING BISHOP FRANCIS—Rev. Msgr. Richard
Arnhols, archdiocesan Vicar for Pastoral Life, Sister Patricia Lucas,
D.H.M., director of the archdiocesan African-American, African and
Caribbean Apostolate; and Rev. Msgr. Anselm I. Nwaorgu, Ph.D.,
pastor of Blessed Sacrament/Saint Charles Borromeo Parish,
Newark, (left to right) gathered for a Mass Nov. 14 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark, as part of the celebration for
the annual Bishop Joseph A. Francis Award luncheon. Bishop
Francis (inset), who died in 1997 at the age of 73, was the first
African-American auxiliary bishop in the Archdiocese of Newark
and one of the first African-American priests in the hierarchy of
the U.S. Church to speak out against racism.

Our Archdiocese

NEWARK—Saint Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr
Parish, 146 Irvine Turner Blvd., marked its 120th
anniversary Nov. 8 with a Mass celebrated by
Archbishop John J. Myers.

Prior to the Mass, Father Bogumil J. Chrusciel,
pastor, led a colorful procession throughout the
neighborhood streets, which included Father Jordan
Mysliwiec, Father Boniface Treanor and Father
Mariusz E. Koch. The procession concluded with

an unveiling and blessing of a bronze statue of Pope
John Paul II, followed by a reception.

The parish was established in 1889 to support
the spiritual needs of Polish immigrants. Initially
the community purchased a small wooden church
from a Baptist congregation. In 1901, construction
began on the present Gothic-style church. It was the
first Polish parish in the Newark area and is con-
sidered the “Mother Church” of Polish parishes.

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
6TH ANNUAL

Christmas Food Collection
We will be accepting any non-perishable food items for distribution to the local

food pantries for those less fortunate in the Archdiocese.
Your donations may be dropped off during business hours in the office 

of any Archdiocesan Cemetery or Mausoleum between 
Monday, November 30th through Monday, January 4th.

www.RCANCEM.org
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Global warming threatens poor nations

LIMA, Peru (CNS)—World
leaders and negotiators who par-
ticipated in the recent U.N.
Climate Change Conference
must remember that the world’s
poorest and most vulnerable
people will suffer most from en-
vironmental factors, Church ac-
tivists declared. “This is a pivotal
point for all people of faith and
good will,” said Cliona Sharkey,
policy and advocacy officer for
CIDSE, an international network
of Catholic development agen-
cies. “We simply cannot accept
the continuation of a situation
that is impacting on the people
who have contributed least to the
problem.” Church groups are

calling for negotiators meeting in
Copenhagen, Denmark, Dec. 7-
18 to sign a legally binding
agreement that includes sharp
cuts in greenhouse gas emissions
by industrialized countries and
long-term funding to help devel-
oping countries adapt to the ef-
fects of climate change. Global
warming could affect food and
water supplies, public health, in-
frastructure and political securi-
ty. “The implications are felt first
by people living in poverty,”
Sharkey said. Island nations and
countries with coastal cities are
threatened by rising sea levels,
while mountain farmers who de-
pend on glacial runoff in dry sea-
sons are seeing glaciers disap-
pear. Other regions, including
northeastern Brazil and parts of
Africa, are suffering increased
drought. In recent years, wealthy
countries have pledged funds to
help poor countries adapt to cli-
mate change. However, most of
the promised funds have not
reached the countries with the
greatest need.

CNS photo

ADVENT LIGHT—A Palestinian woman and child light can-
dles in the Church of the Nativity in the West Bank town of
Bethlehem Nov. 29, the first Sunday of Advent.
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Catholic Speaker 
and former Host of Catholic Radio.

Available for: Parish Ministries, Communion Breakfast,
K of C, Day of Refl ection, and more … Topics: Proud to 
be Catholic, Mary-Our Lady, Keeping Catholics in the Faith, 

Eucharist, The Mass, Angels and Saints.
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“Just Like Family”

Bishop cites false rumors on CCHD
BALTIMORE (CNS) —Members of the U.S. bishops’ subcom-

mittee overseeing the Catholic Campaign for Human Development
(CCHD) reassured their fellow bishops and donors that “no group
that opposes Catholic social or moral teaching is eligible for fund-
ing” from their domestic anti-poverty campaign. Bishop Roger P.
Morin of Biloxi, MS, subcommittee chairman, stressed in a Nov. 17
report to the U.S. bishops at their fall general assembly in Balti-
more that accusations CCHD is “providing funds to groups that are
pro-abortion or groups that are not in support of the family...and
other untruths” are “outrageous claims.” Locally, Catherine L’In-
salata, division director of community access and volunteer servic-
es for Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Newark, serves as
archdiocesan director for CCHD.

Recommended by 
G. Armaini, Hummel/Gobel, Austin Galleries

Serving the Archdiocese of Newark
Est. 1995 • Free Estimates

By appointment only

Restore and Repair 
Church and Home
Religious Statuary

Collectables • Wall hangings
Lamps • Religious articles

Rosaries • Antiques 
• Plaster Porcelain • Pottery

www.
restorationsbypatricia.com

Restorations by Patricia
(973) 235-0234
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Weighing life’s choices, the question is: what if?
NEWARK—What if?
A clipped phase—two words and a question mark.

However, it can reveal a multitude of possibilities on the
purpose and direction of a single life. It can come at a
critical moment, when someone pauses to consider one
choice among many; a choice that will have profound
consequences.

Father Pedro Bismarck Chau posed the what-if
question to students at Saint Benedict’s Prep, 520 Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., on Nov. 3 as the fea-
tured speaker at the school’s third annual Vocation
Awareness Day program.

Though the thrust of his message was for students to
be open to the calling of religious life or the priesthood,
he invited all those in the packed auditorium to ponder
the what-if question with regard to any vocation.

“Do not dismiss the what-if question,” Fr. Bismarck
told the young men of Saint Benedict’s. “Answer the
call and follow Jesus. Whatever your calling in life, see
it through the eyes of Christ. Everyone has a vocation.
Think of the needs of others and forget about yourself.
Then you’ll know who you really are.”

He reminded students to keep God “in the equation”
as they move forward to new chapters in their lives. “Be
holy as a creation of God,” Fr. Bismarck advised.
“Holiness means perfect love. Don’t let possessions be-
come false fulfillment. Don’t let possessions become an
obstacle to God’s call.

“Are we selfish people?,” he asked the audience,

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

Brother Patrick Winbush, O.S.B, (right) the director of voca-
tions at Saint Benedictʼs Prep, organized “Vocation Awareness
Day,” which featured Father Pedro Bismarck Chau. The two
are pictured in the Newark Abbeyʼs garden. Those seeking more
information on vocations can contact Br. Patrick by phone at
(973) 792-5772, via e-mail at (pwinbush@sbp.org) or visit the
schoolʼs Web site (www.sbp.org).

challenging students to re-evaluate those things they
consider to be valuable. “I know you all have great
dreams and goals. Goals are fine, but strive for per-
fect love. Fulfill your vocation, whatever it is, with
perfect love.”

The parochial vicar of Our Lady of Mount Virgin
Parish, Garfield, Fr. Bismarck shared his life journey
with students, which started in Managua, Nicaragua, 41
years ago. He was ordained to the priesthood at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart on May 24,
2008. It was his experience that the what-if question on
his calling to the priesthood took more than 15 years to
percolate in his heart, mind and soul. His discernment
included a career in the insurance business before he en-
tered the seminary at age 34.

His siblings—brother and sister twins—proved to be
a guiding force for his discernment. His beloved sister,
who is deaf, inspired him to become accomplished in
liturgical American Sign Language, making him one of
the few priests in the area able to “sign” a Mass. His
brother, who has cerebral palsy, serves as a lay mission-
ary and travels throughout the world.

He first encountered his own what-if question at age
18, Fr. Bismarck confessed. He felt God’s call to the
priesthood, but Fr. Bismarck’s dreams and goals initial-
ly took him in other directions.

“Sometimes God works in your life without you
knowing it,” he said. “Ever since I entered the seminary
and became a priest, these have been the happiest days
of my life.” He said he experiences the joy of the priest-
hood every day—even when he’s forced to deal with
difficult situations and people in his ministry.

BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

Visit www.spc.edu/GradEd for more information, or call/email
201.761.6470/gradadmit@spc.edu
Courses are offered at three convenient locations in
Jersey City, Englewood Cliffs, and South Amboy.
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Readings: Zep 3:14-18; Isaiah
12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18.

T
he greeting extended with-
in a culture as people come
and go provide an indica-

tion of the values shared by
members of the group. The bibli-
cal greetings “The Lord be with
you” (Ruth 2:4) or “Peace be
with you” (Jn 20:21) have pro-
found resonances in the liturgy;
in Catholic cultures these wishes
or similar phrases were repeated
throughout the day.

Unfortunately much of this
echo of worship has been lost.
How many of the ordinary people
who say “Good-bye” to a friend
realize that it means “God be with
you?” Upon reflection, we find
shallow modern attempts at vari-
ety to indicate sincerity and
thoughtfulness. “Have a nice
day!” or “Enjoy!” are expressions
that show a belief in the goodness
of life that should be shared.
However, God-centered greetings
are much richer.

The Church endeavors to teach

life is to be enjoyed, not in a self-
centered, individualistic manner,
but through a community aware
that all true joy and happiness are
gifts of God. Moreover, this is
the very goal of life itself: from
an understanding of Emmanuel
(God is with us), we come into a
union with God that constitutes
everlasting joy.

The popular Latin name
for this Sunday is Gaudete!
“Rejoice in the Lord always!”
(Phil 4:4). The new lectionary in-
troduces us into the milieu of
Jewish worship from which Saint
Paul derived his teaching. The
exuberance with which the peo-
ple of Israel approached the
Temple in prayer is so pervasive
that one finds 27 words for joy in
the Hebrew Bible. The short pas-
sage of Zephaniah (a prophet in
Judah during the seventh century
B.C.) contains eight synonyms
for joy. First, one notes that it is a
community experience, Zion and
Jerusalem being personifications
of the capital city and, therefore,
representing the entire people.

The reasons for the call to re-
joice are significant: first, God has
forgiven the sins of the people and
in ceasing to judge them He brings
peace; secondly, God is acknowl-
edged to be their King and dwells
in their midst. No longer should
the people fear the oppression of
enemies nor should they be dis-
couraged by misfortunes. Their
King is a mighty Savior, deliver-
ing them from all dangers and re-
newing their lives by His love.

When Luke described the com-
ing of John the Baptist and of
Jesus, he pointedly situated their
work in the historical reign of
Tiberius Caesar. Readers should
not forget the oppressive presence
of the Romans in the Holy Land of
those days. How fervent were the
prayers that God would manifest
His royal might as when He deliv-
ered Israel from Egyptian slavery.
John quoted the prophet of old (Is
40:1-5) that indeed God would
come soon; to prepare, people
must seek forgiveness for their
sins and live righteous lives. By
this John meant that the right order

Healing gifts cultivate joy

to them” (Lk 7:22; see Is 29:18-
19; 35:5-6; 61:1). These are signs
that God’s reign of peace and
wholeness (shalom) is coming
upon the world.

The healing presence of Christ
in our midst is the great source of a
profound joy and peace that fulfills
all human hopes, while surpassing
all understanding (Phil 4:7).

(Father Lawrence Frizzell is
the director of the Institute of
Judaeo-Christian Studies at Seton
Hall University, South Orange.)

SUNDAY

READINGS
3rd Sunday of Advent

(Dec. 13, 2009)

By Rev. Lawrence Frizzell

desired by God must be achieved
by keeping the commandments
and imitating divine generosity.

John then explained that His
work was a preparation for the
coming of God’s Anointed One
(Messiah). He stressed that the
long-awaited Son of David would
possess the gifts of the Holy Spirit
in order to exercise the royal pre-
rogative of judging everyone (see
Is 11:1-5). Bringing justice and
righteousness to the daily lives of
all would be the basis for a reign
of peace that would extend even
to the wild animals and reptiles
that often threaten life and limb
(Is 11:6-9).

After John was imprisoned by
Herod Antipas, the great prophet
seemed to become impatient with
Jesus. His disciples asked: “Are
you he who is to come, or shall
we look for another?” (Lk 7:19).
In other words, when are you
going to begin the ominous task
of judgment?

Jesus replied by quoting other
passages of Isaiah. “The blind re-
ceive their sight, the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, the
poor have the good news preached

Presented By:

Boys Basketball Festival  
Sunday, January 10

Kean University - Tipoff:  12:15pm
St. Benedict's Prep (#8) vs. Our Savior New American

Saint Anthony HS (#24) vs. NIA Prep
St. Patrick HS (#1) vs. Trenton Catholic Academy

Saint Peter's Prep vs. Hudson Catholic HS
*USA Today Super 25 Rankings

Girls Basketball Festival
Sunday, January 17

Paramus Catholic HS - Tipoff:  3:15pm
Saint Anthony HS vs. Benedictine Academy
Paramus Catholic HS vs.  Mother Seton HS
Marist HS vs. Mount St. Dominic Academy

For Tickets Call (973) 497-4279 
or Visit www.SFICHOOPS.com
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Ethics and Christian Marriage, but
by the way he lived out his voca-
tion as husband, father and dea-
con,” Traflet said.

She noted Deacon Toth spoke
with a keen sense of passion and
authenticity about the family as a
sacred “domestic” Church. “His
love of his family and his love for
the Church as his spiritual family
always edified us,” Traflet said.
“He has left us with indelible
memories of a teacher who taught
by example the richest and most
beautiful meaning of marriage and
the family.”

Traflet described Deacon Toth
as a man who dearly loved his
family, “speaking about his wife,
Kathy, with tender admiration,
convinced that she was a precious
gift from God.” He also spoke
about his children with deep affec-
tion and understandable pride,
pointing to individual talents, gifts,
and personalities. Traflet said he
often credited his wife and chil-
dren with teaching him about the
practice of faith.

The father of eight children
and 10 grandchildren, Deacon
Toth taught graduate-level classes
on Christian Marriage and gave
numerous lectures and workshops
on the vocation and spirituality

of the laity. His courses also in-
cluded Christian Ethics, Theology
of the Body, and Spirituality in
Contemporary Culture.

Deacon Toth earned a master’s
degree in Moral Theology from
Immaculate Conception Seminary
School of Theology and a Ph.D. in
Christian Ethics from Union The-
ological Seminary. He served as a
deacon at Saint Elizabeth Parish.

An expert in social ethics,
Deacon Toth served as the chair of
the archdiocesan Peace and Justice
Commission and was the director
of Lay Leadership Development.
In 2005, Deacon Toth was named
as a respondent for an internation-
al symposium held in Rome
(sponsored by the Peace and
Justice Commission) to mark the
40-year anniversary of Gaudium
et Spes (Joy and Hope)—a pas-

toral constitution on the Church in
the modern world from the Second
Vatican Council, promulgated by
Pope Paul VI.

Among his accomplishments,
he initiated interdisciplinary cours-
es between the Stillman School of
Business and the SHU law school.
He was the founder and co-direc-
tor of the Micah Institute for
Business and Economics (former-
ly known as the Institute on Work).
His interest in work-life ministry
prompted him to develop and
teach courses related to the
Theology of Work, and to organize
and give workshops on business
ethics, job creation and executive
leadership development.

(Editor’s note: Andrew
Saunders is the director of The
Catholic Center for Family Spirit-
uality. Contact the center by
phone, (973) 761-9575, or via e-
mail, theology@shu.edu, for more
information on programs.)

Submitted photo

INCLUSIVE AWARDS—Saint John the Evangelist Parish,
Bergenfield, recently received awards from the New Jersey Coalition
for Inclusive Ministries, an organization that works to fully include all
children and adults with disabilities or special needs into faith com-
munities. The parish was recognized for holding its Inclusive Family
Mass and developing a support group for mothers of special-needs
children. Pictured at the awards ceremony are (left to right) Msgr.
Richard J. Arnhols, pastor, and awardees Norman David Atkinson,
Margarita Rosario, Anne Masters, MA, archdiocesan director of
Pastoral Ministry for Persons with Disabilities and Jim Detura. The
parishʼs Inclusive Family Mass is held the first Sunday of each month
at 1:30 p.m. Call (201) 384-3601 for more information.

Continued from page 1

Deacon William Toth

Deacon Toth

Madonna ChapelMausoleum
Madonna Chapel is a distinctively Catholic 
mausoleum of unsurpassed beauty and serenity on
the grounds of a landmark stone church. The time-
less construction of granite and marble with magnifi-
cent stained glass windows inspires devotion in an 
immaculately maintained indoor setting that allows for
visitation regardless of weather conditions.

• Three fully heated & air-conditioned floors that include a 3rd 
floor skylight atrium and 1st floor courtyard.

• Church of the Madonna offers an 11 oʼclock Special 
remembrance Mass on the last Sunday of each month 
for all departed loved ones.
• Indoor chapel, elegant statues, eternal candles, cremation 

niche and other special attributes.
For information, a free personal planner, or to set up an appointment
without any obligation...CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-392-1951
Visit us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org

Or fill out the information below and send to:
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, 2070 Hoefleyʼs Lane,

Fort Lee, New Jersey, 07024
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ICHS helps
Sisters of
Charity mark
150 years

WEST ORANGE — The
Sisters of Charity of Saint
Elizabeth, celebrating their 150th
anniversary, were honored Nov.
18 by Immaculate Conception
High School (ICHS) with a
Lifetime Achievement Award
during the Montclair school’s
26th annual Hall of Fame Dinner
held at Mayfair Farms.

In addition to the congrega-
tion, ICHS inducted into its Hall
of Fame six of its graduates who
joined the Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth. The inductees in-
clude Sister Regina Hudson,
Class of 1948; Sister Lorena
Reilly, Class of 1952; Sister Carol
Williams and Sister Ann Fay,
Class of 1961; Sister Margaret
Tierney, Class of 1953; and Sister
Kathleen Mirenda, Class of 1966.

The Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth first arrived at
Immaculate Conception Parish
in 1881. The congregation was
founded in 1859 when the New
York Sisters of Charity appointed
Sister Mary Xavier Mehegan to
take charge of a new foundation

BY WARD MIELE
Managing Editor

Celebrate the 
Joy of Christmas!

The 16th Annual 

Christmas Concert

The Orchestra of 

St. Peter by the Sea
Conducted by the Rev. Alphonse Stephenson

December 16, 2009
7:30pm

St. Theresa’s Church, 
541 Washington Ave., Kenilworth

Call (908) 709-1930 or email us at sttheresaym@hotmail.com 
for ticket reservations or more Information. 

Featuring the Jersey Shore’s favorite orchestra. Energetically led by the
must-see maestro, Father Alphonse Stephenson. This event has become a
staple here in our parish. See and hear the orchestra that has filled the

church at St. Theresa’s in previous years!

Tickets: $15, $25, $50.  
All seats are reserved for your convenience.

OPENING NIGHTS
TICKETS $17!*

*(Excludes VIP Floor and VIP seats. No double discounts.)

Ticket Prices: $20 - $27.50 - $32.50 - $55 VIP - $80 VIP Floor 
Limited number of VIP Floor and VIP seats available. Call or go online for details. (Service charges, handling and facility fees may apply.)

JAN. 7* - 10
JAN. 14* - 18
JAN. 21* - 24
For full show schedules and to buy tickets

go to www.disneyonice.com, 
 Retail Locations, Arena Box Offices  
or call 1-800-745-3000

Advent & Christmas Choir Concert (FREE)

Our Lady of Lourdes
1 Eagle Rock Ave. • West Orange • (973) 325-0110

The Adult and Children’s Choir of Our Lady of Lourdes 
will sing “And Glory Shown Around” 
Saturday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m.

Join us for any part or all of the evening:

5:30 pm Mass
6:30 pm Connor Hall, Light supper (downstairs)
7:30 pm Concert in Church

St. Paul’s Abbey
Christmas Tree Plantation

Route 206, one mile south of Newton, NJ

Open Nov. 27th-Dec. 20th • 9 AM to 4 PM
Choose ‘n Cut Christmas Trees • Thousands of Trees in our Fields

Benedictine Monks Growing Trees Since 1930

(973) 383-2470
Visit our Abbey Gift Shop
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on Washington Street in Newark.
Commenting on the Sisters of

Saint Elizabeth and their long
tenure with ICHS, the school
president, Sister Maureen
Crowley, S.C., a member of the
Class of 1956, said that “as alum-
ni, it is important that we recog-
nize the significance of the role
the Sisters played in our forma-
tive years, spiritual development,
educational curiosity and
achievement of life goals. They
were both challenging to us and
challenged by us.”

According to a history provid-
ed by the congregation, Sister
Mary Xavier’s assignment to
Newark in 1859 was the result of
a request from Bishop James
Roosevelt Bayley, a nephew of
Saint Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton
and the first Bishop of Newark,
for the Sisters of Charity to start a
community in the Garden State.
Assisting Sister Mary Xavier was
Sister Mary Catharine Nevin.
They welcomed five young
women from the Newark and
Paterson areas who received ini-
tial formation from the Cincinnati
Sisters of Charity.

A year after establishing the
congregation in Newark, the orig-
inal facility already was inade-
quate. In 1860, Mother Xavier
purchased property in Madison
from the then-Diocese of Newark.
The site was available as Seton
Hall College was being relocated
to South Orange. In 1873, Bishop
Michael Corrigan, the second

Holiday/Advent

Advocate photos – Ward Miele

The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth (pictured on page 8) were the
guests of honor at ICHS  ̓Hall of Fame Dinner. The congregation, cele-
brating its 150th anniversary, received the schoolʼs Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. Pictured above, making the presentation to General
Superior Sister Maureen Shaughnessy, S.C., right, was Sister Maureen
Crowley, S.C., president of ICHS and a member of the class of 1956.
The Sisters of Charity also celebrated their anniversary with a Mass at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark, on Sept. 27.

Bishop of Newark, appointed
Mother Xavier to Mother for Life.
During her 56-year tenure, the
Sisters experienced remarkable
growth and founded the first col-
lege for women in New Jersey—
the College of Saint Elizabeth,
Convent Station—in 1899.

Six decades ago the decision
to seek recognition as a reli-

gious congregation rather than a
society—whose members live
in a community—represented a
change in canonical status. With
it came a shift from annual re-
newal of private vows to perpet-
ual profession of public vows.
In 1957 the status of the congre-
gation was changed from dioce-
san to pontifical right.

Candlelight Carol SingCandlelight Carol Sing

The Cathedral Concert Series 
under the direction of John J. Miller,

with organist Vincent Carr 
invites you to the Thirty-Ninth Annual

Wednesday, December 16
AND

Thursday, December 17
AT 8 P.M.

DOORS OPEN
AT 7 P.M.

Cathedral Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart

Park and Clifton Avenues
Newark

(973) 484-2400

TWO
PERFORMANCES!

www.cathedralbasilica.org • Free-will Offering • Secure Parking

FEATURING:
The Cathedral Choir
Organ and Orchestra
Assembly Participation

Parish of Saint Patrick &
Assumption All Saints  
Festival of Music

proudly presents

A Special Irish 
Christmas Concert

on Sunday, December 13, 2009
at 2:30 pm

starring
Ciaran Sheehan, 

Eily O’Grady Patterson, Gay Willis 
and Gaelic Singers & Harpists 

with a special appearance by 
St. Patrick’s Haitian & Kenyan Choirs

and dedicated to the memory of 
the Kane sisters: Rose, Anna and Jeanette

Bramhall and Ocean Avenues
Jersey City, NJ

Admission: 
$30, $15 for Senior Citizens

Parking Available

For additional information, call Eleanor 
at (201) 433-1258 or (201) 332-8600

Parish plans traditional Mass
JERSEY CITY—Holy Rosary Church, 344 Sixth St., will celebrate

a traditional Solemn High Mass on Christmas Eve at Midnight. The tra-
ditional Mass or Extraordinary Form as Pope Benedict XVI identified
it in his Apostolic Letter Summorum Pontificum is celebrated in Latin
according to the Missal of 1962, issued under Blessed John XXIII.

The Holy Rosary Choir, directed by Harold Bott, will perform sea-
sonal music at 11:15 p.m., preceding the Mass. Father Rino Lavaroni,
Ph.D., is the pastor of Holy Rosary, which will celebrate its 125th an-
niversary in October 2010. Call the parish at (201) 795-0120 or visit
the Web site (www.holyrosarychurch.com) for more information.
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Interfaith wisdom confronts ‘separation anxieties’

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

Mohamed el Filali of the Islamic Center of Passaic County, Rev. Lynne Bleich Weber, the rector of the
Church of the Atonement, Tenafly, and Father Philip Latronico, the chair of the archdiocesan Commission on
Interreligious Affairs (left to right), led the Nov. 4 panel discussion—“Telling Our Stories: Sharing Our Values.”

O
ne night in early
November, a Muslim
community leader
and a Catholic priest
got together before a

diverse audience at an Episcopal
church in Bergen County to dis-

cuss the best ways to share the sto-
ries of spiritual journeys between
people of different faiths.

Good-will dialogue between
Catholics, Muslims, Jews, Protes-
tants and people of other faiths
has been an ongoing conversation
in the four counties of the Arch-
diocese of Newark. This local
engagement, which typically is

lost in the shuffle of turbulent
international events, reflects the
words of Pope Benedict XVI.

One year ago, during a meeting
of the Catholic-Muslim Forum
at the Vatican, the pope declared
that professing faith in one God
requires Catholics and Muslims
to respect one another (see The
Catholic Advocate, Nov. 12, 2008).
Love of God and neighbor, the
pope said, obliges members of

both faiths to work together.
In the case of the Nov. 4 pres-

entation at the Church of the
Atonement, Tenafly—“Telling
Our Stories: Teaching Our Val-
ues,” sponsored by the North
Jersey Christian/Muslim Proj-
ect—Mohamed el Filali, the
community outreach coordinator
of the Islamic Center of Passaic
County, and Father Philip Latroni-
co, the chair of the archdiocesan

Commission on Interreligious
Affairs, provided another mile-
stone in this ongoing interfaith
journey. The program focused on
how people of faith can share the
spiritual wisdom of their stories as
part of process of dialogue.

“You have to own the story—
you can’t just read the story,” Fr.
Latronico said, emphasizing the
word “own” in his statement.

BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

Continued on page 11STELLA MARIS RETREAT CENTER
981 Ocean Avenue
Elberon, NJ 07740
(phone) 732-229-0602
www.stellamarisretreatcenter.com

Stella Maris announces two winter Silent, Directed Retreats. There is
something special about “retreating” in winter.  There is an  emptiness,
a stillness, the quiet, the slowing down, a turning inward.  Consider
these two possibilities.  Join us for this time at the shore.

Sacred Time, Sacred Space  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$275 
January 17-21, 2010 
February 7-11

Spend time in quiet prayer and reflection, 
meeting each day with a spiritual director. 

Call Marilyn Riley to register or for more information.  732-229-0602

A Ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace

Come to 
Stella Maris for the Day.
Receive food for body and soul.

For a detailed brochure contact:

GREAT EXPERIENCES, INC.  

201-825-3725 • Email: greatexinc@verizon.net
Great Experiences specializes in parish/group travel to: Europe, The Holy Land, Canada and  the U.S., & Cruise Groups

DESTINATION

GREECE + TURKEY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HOLY LAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

HOLY LAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

IMPERIAL CITIES: BUDAPEST, VIENNA PRAGUE . . . .

ITALY (ROME, ASSISI & SOUTHERN ITALY) . . . . . . . 

OBERAMMERGAU  &  BAVARIA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

OBERAMMERGAU,  BUDAPEST,

VIENNA & PRAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ESCORT

FATHER BOB COLARESI, O.CARM.

FATHER BRIAN NOLAN

FATHER ANTHONY GIAMELLO. 

JAN FIGENSHU

FATHER THOMAS HARTLE,O.F.M.

FATHER GERALD BUONOPANE

FATHER ARMAND MANTIA

FATHER BOB COLARESI, O.CARM.

DATES 

APRIL 17-29, 2010

MARCH 4-12, 2010

APRIL 21-30, 2010

SEPTEMBER 29-

OCTOBER 8, 2010

APRIL 19-28, 2010

JULY 3-10, 2010   

JULY 15-24, 2010

GREAT EXPERIENCES, INC.
400D Lake Street, Suite A-1,  Ramsey, New Jersey 07446

Phone: 201-825-3725 Fax: 201-825-3727 E-mail: greatexinc@verizon.net

The following “GREAT EXPERIENCES” are available

(bi-lingual event)

The Most Rev.Manuel A.Cruz, D.D.

Auxiliary Bishop of Newark
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“Actions are the best way to tell
stories of faith. God uses everyday
people to tell stories of faith. I
first must know my own story,
but I also must know the story of
the other. If we are people who
truly learn from our stories, then
we need to read them, tell them
and live them.”

When it comes to sharing faith-
based wisdom, stories should in-
clude a human dimension to which
people can relate, according to el
Filali. “Imagery is important.
There must be relevance to the
lives of those listening to the story.
We must see the common denom-

inator in our stories. It’s also our
responsibility to listen to the other
person’s narrative. Muslims reflect
on stories they share with Jews
and Christians. As people of faith,
we are in a journey together. We
should try to see the common
denominator.”

Occasionally, even with good
intentions, stories of faith can be
used to separate those engaged
in the dialogue. “There are sto-
ries that unite and divide,” Fr.
Latronico pointed out. “Our stories
(from different religions) are simi-
lar, but there is always the desire to
see what separates us.

“Mohamed, Lynne and I have
different beliefs,” he continued, re-
ferring to the Rev. Lynne Bleich
Weber, the rector of the Church of

the Atonement and the host for the
program. “We can disagree but not
be separate.”

The stories that come from sa-
cred scriptures provide wisdom
on the realities of revelation and
transformation in life. Prophets
often confronted fear in the
places they traveled due to threat-
ening, unreceptive audiences and
regional conflicts. People of faith
face similar realities today, el
Filali said.

“We always have the oppor-
tunity to do good,” he acknowl-
edged. “There is a wisdom that
God puts forth in our scriptures.
People should pay attention to
God’s wisdom. Each person has
a responsibility to bear. There are
ups and downs when it comes to

our faith. Not everything in life
is rosy. There will always be ob-
stacles, but these obstacles are
opportunities to rise to the next
level and the victories come
from God.”

Fr. Latronico concurred, ac-
knowledging spiritual struggles
and uncertainty faced by people of
faith. “We often like to do things
empirically. We try to prove or
measure our stories, but empiri-
cism doesn’t always work,” he
said, confessing that he was once a
dedicated mathematician during
his college days. “We ponder situ-
ations and struggle, but there is a
spiritual way of seeing things.
What is God trying to say? How
does He speak to humanity? How
does He speak to me?”

Continued from page 10

Interfaith

SOUTH ORANGE—Immac-
ulate Conception Seminary
School of Theology, and the
Archdiocese of Newark’s Com-
mission for Christian Unity
marked the 10th anniversary of
The Lutheran and Catholic Joint
Declaration on the Doctrine of
Justification with a scholarly
forum Nov. 13, which was held at
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd,
Seton Hall University (SHU).

Dr. William G. Rusch, for-
mer executive director, Office
of Ecumenical Affairs for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, Chicago, and Msgr. John
A. Radano, former staff member
and head of the Western Section
of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, the
Holy See, 1984-2008, served as
the featured speakers for the event.
Msgr. Radano is based at SHU
where he is an adjunct professor in
the School of Theology.

According to information pro-
vided by forum organizers, repre-
sentatives of the Holy See and the
Lutheran World Federation, on
Oct. 31, 1999, signed the Joint
Declaration on the Doctrine of
Justification. Considered a major
achievement of the modern ecu-
menical movement, the declara-
tion represents decades of interna-
tional dialogue between Lutherans

and Catholics on the central theo-
logical issue in the conflict be-
tween Martin Luther and Church
authorities in the 16th century.

The declaration states “a con-
sensus in basic truths of the
Doctrine of Justification between
Lutherans and Catholics” and that
the doctrinal condemnations of the
16th century in regard to the
Doctrine of Justification, do not
apply to the teaching of the other
presented in this declaration.
“Justification” is the theological
understanding of how God brings
persons into a right relation with
Himself, overcoming their sin and
its effects. Three years ago the

World Methodist Council official-
ly associated itself with this joint
declaration.

Father Luke Edelen, the chair
of the archdiocesan Commission
for Christian Unity and a member
of Newark Abbey, said recogniz-
ing the 10th anniversary of the
joint declaration is significant as it
helps repair the break in the
Western Church that dates back to
the 1517 Reformation. The decla-
ration represents a thoughtful
process between Catholic and
Lutheran theologians and creates
an environment to further explore
Christian unity, Fr. Edelen said.

Interviewed earlier this year

F
or many people, December is a month of great chal-
lenge. The minutes of daylight continue to decrease
as we approach the first day of winter. The pressures

of sending Christmas cards, buying Christmas gifts, deco-
rating Christmas trees and preparing for Christmas get-to-
gethers can all converge to make people feel overwhelmed
and even depressed.

Whether we place unreasonable expectations on our-
selves or allow others to make us feel guilty, this is hardly
the spiritual journey that the season of Advent envisions.

People will wait on long lines at toy or electronics
stores for the latest gadget or gizmo to please their chil-
dren, spouse, relative, or friend, often only to learn that the
item is sold out by the time they get to the front. Fights
frequently ensue. The joy of the season evaporates in an
instant. By contrast, the lines tend to be much shorter at
parish penance services and reconciliation rooms, although
people always find themselves renewed and refreshed
after such a sacramental encounter.

Maintaining perspective goes a long way to sur-
viving the holidays. Keeping Christ in Christmas is
more than making sure we get a retailer to acknowl-
edge that God’s gift of Jesus is the real motivation for
the shopper’s purchase. It also means conducting our-
selves in such a way that our own relationship with
Jesus is evident to everyone around us, be they cus-

tomers or merchants, strangers or friends.
Of course, December is also a month of hope and

promise. By the time Christmas actually arrives, the mo-
ments of daylight are already beginning to overtake the
darkness once again. Fleeting thoughts of spring and sum-
mer temper the cold winds blowing across our faces.

Midnight Mass and other masses remind us anew of
the great mystery of God in our lives, even if we have not
always made as much room for Him as we might have.
New Year’s Eve gives us yet another opportunity to put
the past behind us and start all over again (as long as we
don’t overdo the scope of resolutions we make.)

In most parishes, December is a special time to see love
put into action. Hundreds of people come forward with
gifts for struggling families and nursing home residents.
Parishioners provide bags of food for the poor. Members of
social concerns committees, who usually labor faithfully
behind the scenes all year long, work extra diligently to en-
sure that all donations are sorted, packaged, distributed or

delivered to as many as possible. Liturgy committee mem-
bers volunteer extra hours in the midst of their own busy
schedules to beautifully decorate our sanctuaries and crèch-
es. Youth Groups, school children and choirs provide uplift-
ing renditions of seasonal tunes, both sacred and secular, in
pageants, concerts, liturgies and services.

May the spirit of Christmas, which celebrates the mys-
tery of love made real through the reality of the Word
made Flesh, fill our hearts during this holy season and mo-
tivate our actions throughout the New Year as we give wit-
ness to the miracle of God with us!

(Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols is pastor of Saint John
the Evangelist Parish, Bergenfield, and archdiocesan
Vicar for Pastoral Life.)

Holiday glitter doesn’t outshine Christmas spirit

(see The Catholic Advocate, Feb.
4), Msgr. Radano said the ecu-
menical journey of dialogue be-
tween Catholics and Lutherans has

Msgr. John Radano

Lutherans, Catholics celebrate
a milestone of Christian unity
BY MICHAEL C. GABRIELE
Editor

SEEING & 
BELIEVING

By Rev. Msgr. 

Richard J. Arnhols

December is a month of hope 
and promise—a special time 
to see love put into action.

moved beyond the conflicts of the
past and now focuses on complex
issues such as the nature and role
of ministry.

Msgr. Radano explained the
ecumenical movement’s goal of
“visible unity” does not mean
“uniformity,” but rather unity in le-
gitimate diversity, as once de-
scribed by Pope John Paul II.
“This is unity with diversity, not
divergence. The goal of achieving
visible unity will require a great
deal of spiritual depth.”

While the Second Vatican
Council (1962-65) marks the
point for deep commitment by
the Catholic Church in modern
ecumenical dialogue, many the-
ologians agree the international
ecumenical movement began
with the 1910 World Missionary
Conference in Edinburgh,
Scotland.
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Cardinal built bridges, trust for Jews, Catholics

Johannes Cardinal
Willebrands

SOUTH ORANGE—“He was
a prophet and pioneer,” Msgr.
John A. Radano said of Johannes
Cardinal Willebrands, a key figure
in Judaeo-Christian relations.

On Oct. 25 at Seton Hall
University (SHU), Cardinal
Willebrands and his efforts to
build bridges between the faiths
was the focus of the 16th Msgr.
John M. Osterreicher Memorial
Lecture. 

Born on Sept. 4, 1909 in the
Netherlands, Cardinal Willebrands
dedicated his life to reconcilia-
tion and religious understanding.

hero,” she explained.
Cardinal Willebrands had a

“friendly, open disposition with a
strong backbone” who “never lost
his cool,” according to Banki.
“He was deeply human and made
lifelong friends and cherished his
relationships. He had a lively cu-
riosity, was an avid reader and
loved studying,” she added.

Through researching his work
and life and his personal agen-
das, Banki noted that Cardinal
Willebrands had contacts with
Protestant churches and used his
diplomatic skill help explain
Nostra Aetate. “Willebrands
was staunchly apposed to anti-
Semitism and was deeply empa-
thetic with the Jewish people. He
tried to correct the image of Jews in
Catholic documents,” Banki said.

The “teaching of contempt” in
Catholic documents, Banki ex-
plained, resulted in Jews being
“degraded, segregated and viewed
as potential converts charged with
wicked crimes.” In 1965, Cardinal
Willebrands made three trips to
the Middle East and met with
Catholics, Eastern Orthodox and
Anglicans to overcome hostility in
relations to the Jews.

Banki noted that there are neg-
ative images of “the other” in all re-
ligious texts, not just Christian and
Jewish. The progress and dialogue
that Cardinal Willebrands promot-
ed is still relevant in today’s cul-
ture. “We have to make a con-
scious effort to discuss and address
the negative issues of how we see
‘the other.’ May the memory of
Cardinal Willebrands bless the
work we still have to do together.”

six years under the presidency of
Cardinal Willebrands. As former
head of the council’s Western sec-
tion, his responsibility related to
contacts with the Christian World
Communions and the Faith and
Order Commission of the World
Council of Churches. (See page
11 for related article involving
Msgr. Radano.)

Promoting reconciliation be-
tween Catholics and Jews was es-
sential to the late cardinal’s work,
according to Msgr. Radano. In
the recently discovered diary of
Cardinal Willebrands, he was in
contact with Msgr. John M.
Osterreicher, founder of the
Institute for Judaeo-Christian
Studies at SHU.

“Osterreicher and Willebrands
kept in contact after Vatican
Council II. Osterreicher kept
him informed with the work
here at the Institute. At the 20th
anniversary of Nostra Aetate
(Declaration on the Relation of
the Church with Non-Christian
Religions), Cardinal Willebrands
had the warmest words for Msgr.
Osterreicher and called him a pio-
neer of Jewish and Christian rela-
tions,” Msgr. Radano explained.

Cardinal Willebrands, who re-
ceived an honorary degree from
SHU in 1987, said Christians
and Jews were “linked together”
by the same God. “Interpreting
Willebrands’ contribution to (inter-
faith dialogue) is a story that needs
to be told,” Msgr. Radano noted.

Judith Banki, director of spe-
cial programs at the New York-
based Tanenbaum Center for
Interreligious Understanding,
came in contact with Cardinal
Willebrands as part of a Jewish ac-
tivist group during the Second
Vatican Council. She served for
more than 30 years as associate na-
tional director of Interreligious
Affairs for the American Jewish
Committee.

Banki describes Cardinal
Willebrands as a “reluctant revo-
lutionary” who, despite opposi-
tion, promoted unity and strove
to dispute anti-Semitic stereo-
types throughout his career.
“Some heroes leap fearlessly
into justice as they see it. Others
use patience, fortitude and diplo-
matic skill. Change requires both
kinds of heroes. Willebrands was
definitely the second type of

tifical Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews.

Cardinal Willebrands died
Aug. 2, 2006 at the age of 96.
Considering the scope of his ac-
complishments, there is increasing
interest in the life of the cardinal,
with the Catholic Church in the
Netherlands gathering his papers,
including notes and diaries, as
records. On Nov. 19, a colloquium
was held at Pontifical Gregorian
University in Rome celebrating
the centennial of his birth. 

Msgr. Radano, an adjunct pro-
fessor in the School of Theology
at SHU, served at the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian
Unity from 1984-2008, the first

In 1951, he founded the Catholic
Conference for Ecumenical Ques-
tions that brought together theolo-
gians and is a symbol of the ecu-
menical diplomacy movement. 

In 1960, Cardinal Willebrands
was a founding member of the
Secretariat for Promoting Christian
Unity (later elevated to a Pontifical
Council) in Vatican City. His rela-
tions with other churches informed
his work while he participated in
the Second Vatican Council. Fluent
in six languages, his connections
with the Lutheran Church, Eastern
Orthodox churches and Jews made
him invaluable in promoting reli-
gious dialogue. Cardinal Wille-
brands was also leader of the Pon-

BY MELISSA MCNALLY
Staff Writer

 

•  Archbishop John J. Myers will celebrate
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart, 89 Ridge St., Newark

•  Archbishop Emeritus Peter L. Gerety
will celebrate the 7 p.m. Spanish Mass on
Christmas Eve at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, 99 Broadway, Jersey City

•  Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha will celebrate
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass at Saint Benedict
Parish, 65 Barbara St., Newark, and Christmas Day
Mass, 10:30 a.m., at Saint Aloysius Parish, 66
Fleming Ave., Newark

•  Bishop Thomas A. Donato will 
celebrate 10 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day Mass, 8 a.m., both at Saint
Henry Parish, 82 West 29th St., Bayonne

•  Bishop John W. Flesey will celebrate
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass at Most Blessed
Sacrament Parish, 787 Franklin Lake Rd.,
Franklin Lakes

•  Bishop Emeritus Dominic A. Marconi
will preside on Christmas Eve at the blessing of a
live Christmas crib scene at 1 p.m. at Saint Theresa
Parish, 541 Washington Ave., Kenilworth. He also
will celebrate the 10 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass at
Saint Genevieve Parish, 200 Monmouth Rd.,
Elizabeth, and returning to Saint Theresa Parish, he 

will celebrate Christmas Midnight Mass

•  Bishop Emeritus Charles J. McDonnell
will celebrate Christmas Eve Mass, 10 p.m., and
Christmas Day Mass, 10:30 a.m., both at Saint
Mary’s Parish, 17 Msgr. Owens Pl., Nutley.

Bishops offer Mass schedules
The following is the listing available at press time for Archbishop John J. Myers 
and the auxiliary bishops of the Archdiocese of Newark.

Please visit The Catholic Advocate’s Web site—
www.rcan.org/advocate—to view

‘Around the Archdiocese’ 
for a full listing of area events
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y

When you need a good lawyer...
ANTHONY J. RIPOSTA, ESQ.
Certified by the Supreme Court of
NJ as a Civil Trial Attorney
COUNSELLOR AT LAW

Call today for 

a free phone consultation

201-991-0067

432 Ridge Rd., North Arlington, NJ
www.RipostaLaw.com

• ROOF RESTORATIONS • SLATE & TILE
• COPPER WORK • VICTORIAN SHINGLES

“CHURCHES A SPECIALITY”
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

SINCE 1973
(201) 955-1700

Fax (201) 955-2634
Website: www.bowerandco.com

NATIONAL
ROOFING
CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

Serving New Jersey
& New York

FREE Estimates

RUBBISH REMOVAL SAME DAY SERVICE

WINTER SPECIAL
$50 OFF

ANY REMOVAL OF $400 or MORE

OR $75 OFF
ANY REMOVAL OF $600 OR MORE
Coupon must be shown at time of estimate. Not valid on

work in progress. Cannot be combined with other 
discounts. Expires 1/1/10.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
WE TRAVEL ANYWHERE •  FULLY INSURED

•We will haul everything away!  • Light moving available.
• We will remove any unwanted furniture, appliances or rubbish.

(201) 342-9333 • (973) 340-7454

WE CLEAN UP
• Attics
• Basements
• Garages • Yards
• Apartments
• Construction Debris

DEMOLITION WORK
• Aboveground Pools
• Sheds
• Decks
• Garages
Letʼs Make a Deal!

www.rickscleanouts.com

Donate Your Vehicle

800 831-8437

BOATS, RVs
TRAILERS

REAL ESTATE
Tax Deduction

Running or Not
Restrictions Apply

Live Operators
Seven Days!
Free Pick Up

Bring Vocationist “lights of Hope” to un-
derprivileged students at St. Michael̓ s of
Newark, NJ and the Perpetual Help Day
Nursery Schools since 1984.

530 HIGH MOUNTAIN ROAD
FRANKLIN LAKES, NEW JERSEY 07417
201-891-4770
Four Generations of Families Serving Families

Nickolas Vander Plaat, Manager

MEMORIAL HOME INC.

NJ Lic. No. 4711

REMOVAL SERVICE

CHARITY

LEGAL SERVICESROOFING

FUNERAL HOME TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
Run your Business Card ad here 

for as little as $89.00 per month.
For Advertising Information
Please Call 973-497-4200

���������

����������	
�
�����������
�	���������������
��������
����
�����������	
���

������

	���
���������
��
������������������������������������

TEACHER OF RELIGION
February 1, 2010 at Paramus
Catholic High School
Send letter of interest to:
James P. Vail
425 Paramus Road
Paramus, NJ 07652
FAX: 201.445.3952
No phone calls please. EOE. 

Wanted to Buy

MAHOGANY FURNITURE
Dining rooms, bedrooms,
breakfronts, secretaries. One
piece or complete contents.
Call Bill (973) 586-4804.

COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support

group for persons experiencing same-sex 
attractions who desire to lead a chaste life in

accord with Catholic teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call (908) 272-2307

(All calls confidential)

Announcement

Services Offered

S E N I O R  C A R E  A T  H O M E
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes or
assisted living. Family Care Employment Agency provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Employment Agency has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and
LI since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies,
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are fluent in English with great references for satisfaction
guaranteed.
For our personalized placement services
C a l l  D e l l  a t  ( 9 0 8 )  4 1 6 - 7 9 7 6PRO-LIFE OPENINGS

The Several Sources Shelters,
our non-profit, non-sectarian shel-
ters for pregnant women are in
need of kind, compassionate 
individuals to fill the following
openings: LIVE-IN ASSISTANT 
HOUSEMOTHER, $13,500-
$16,500/ year–with three weeks
vacation per year. Driverʼs
license required. To receive a
specific job description please
call K. Wrona  (201) 818-9334.

Help Wanted Novenas
PRAYER TO ST. THERESA

Oh Glorious Saint Theresa, whom
almighty God has raised up to aid
and counsel mankind. I invite your
miraculous intercession. So pow-
erful are you obtaining every need
of body and soul, our Holy Mother
Church proclaims you a " Prodigy
of Miracles. " Now fervently I be-
seech you to answer my petition
(mention here) and carry out your
promise of doing good upon earth
of letting fall from heaven a shower
of roses. Henceforth, Dear little
flower, I will fulfill your plea to be
made known everywhere and I will
never cease to lead others to
Jesus through you. Amen. (Say
prayer everyday for 9 days. By 4th
day, ask for a sign. If prayers are
to be answered, between 4th and
9th day, you will see a rose in
magazine, TV  picture or receive
roses. You can also get a strong
scent of roses in home even if no
roses present. Must promise publi-
cation. Thank you.)                              

I.V.C.

PRAYER TO THE INFANT OF PRAGUE
O Divine Child of Prague, and still the great, omnipotent God, I implore
through Thy; most holy Motherʼs most powerful intercession and through the
boundless mercy of Thy omnipotence as God, a favorable answer to the in-
tention I so earnestly ask for in this Novena. O Divine Child of Prague, hear
my prayer and grant my petition (three times). Our Father. Hail Mary (once).

D.M.M.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of 
all who invoke your special 
patronage in time of need, to you I
have recourse from the depth of
my heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power
to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent peti-
tion (make request). In return I
promise to make your name
known and cause you to be in-
voked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and Glorias. St.
Jude, pray for us all  who invoke
your aid. Amen. This Novena must
be said  for 9 consecutive days.
Thank you for  answering my
prayer.                  

D.M.M.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossi-
ble. Say nine Hail Maryʼs for nine
days with a lighted candle.
Published the ninth day “May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests
will be granted no matter how im-
possible they seem. Publication
must be promised.

M.F.R.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

(Never known to fail).
Oh most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to suc-
cor me in this necessity. There are
none that can withstand your power.
Oh, show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee. Holy Mother, I place this
cause in your hands (3X).Holy Spirit
you who solve all problems, light all
roads so that I can attain my goal.
You who gave me the divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil against me
and that in all instances in my life
you are with me. I want in this short
prayer to thank you for things as you
confirm once again that I never want
to be separated from you in eternal
glory. Thank you for your mercy to-
wards me and mine. The person
must say this prayer 3 consecutive
days. After 3 days, the request will
be granted. This prayer must be
published after the favor is granted.

C.J.M.

How to report abuse

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible com-
plaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of
the archdiocese. We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual mis-
conduct to inform the archdiocese immediately so that we may take appropriate
action to protect others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by
calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

To place an ad 
call Mona at 

(973) 497-4203

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, as-
sist me in my necessity. Oh, Star of
the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to se-
cure me in my necessity (make re-
quest). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place
this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. Novena is published in grati
tude. Thank you.                 

S.A.L.
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Rev. Msgr. Robert Fuhrman              Dept. C262
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SFIC fest plans slam-dunk showcase

Submitted photo

DONATION TO AID SEMINARIANS—Father Michael Marotta (second from right), pastor of Saint
Joseph Parish, Lodi, and former rector at the Adorno Fathers Mahwah residence, recently accepted a
$500 check from the Bergen County Federation of Holy Name Societies Inc. on behalf of Adorno
Fathersʼ seminarians. Members of the federation pictured with Fr. Marotta are (left to right) Steve
Liszewski, recording secretary; Elton Ekstrom, first vice president; Donald Stein, second vice presi-
dent; and Salvatore Scialdone, treasurer. 

AREA—The Archdiocese of
Newark’s Scholarship Fund for
Inner City Children (SFIC) will
host the seventh annual SFIC
Basketball Festival in January,

featuring some of the nation’s
top high school boys and girls
basketball teams.

The boys’ competition takes
place Sunday, Jan. 10, 2010 at

Tickets for the SFIC Basketball
Festival are priced at $10 for adults
and $5 for students. There is also
a family plan that includes two
adult tickets and two student as
well as a festival t-shirt. Tickets
may be purchased by logging
onto www.SFICHOOPS.com or
calling (973) 497-4279.

Since its inception, the basket-
ball festival has raised over
$150,000 to support the SFIC. Bill
Fitzpatrick serves as director of the
event. Gerard T. O’Connor is the
executive director of the SFIC,
which provides partial tuition
scholarships to economically dis-
advantaged students attending
Catholic schools in Bergen, Essex,
Hudson and Union counties.

Opening-round action for the
girls has Saint Anthony High
School of Jersey City against
Elizabeth’s Benedictine Academy.
That game will be followed by
Paramus Catholic taking on
Mother Seton Regional High
School of Clark. The final match-
up finds Marist High School of
Bayonne meeting Caldwell’s
Mount Saint Dominic Academy.

USA Today’s top-rated boys
basketball team, Saint Patrick of
Elizabeth, and two other Top-25
squads will headline the field of

teams for the boys’ competition.
Saint Patrick Celtics guard, Kyrie
Irving, is the sixth-ranked high
school senior in the nation and has
committed to play for Coach Mike
Kryzyzewski at Duke University
next fall. The Celtics are also led
by the nation’s top-ranked junior,
6-8 forward Michael Gilchrist.
The duo will lead the Saint Patrick
squad as it battles Trenton Catholic
Academy.

Also returning to the competi-
tion are the Saint Anthony Friars
of Jersey City, ranked 24th nation-
ally. The team has guided by leg-
endary Coach Bob Hurley for the
past 35 years and is led by senior
Devon Collier. Saint Anthony will
be matching up against NIA Prep,
Newark, a top-ranked New Jersey
prep program. In 2008-2009, NIA
Prep finished as 11th ranked prep
team in the country.

In the opening match,
Newark’s Saint Benedicts Gray
Bees will take on Our Savior New
American, a Northeast power from
Centereach, NY. The Gray Bees
team is ranked eighth in the nation.
Juniors Myck Kabongo and Sidiki
Johnson lead the Gray Bees.

The final game of the festival
will feature Saint Peter’s Prep
versus Hudson Catholic.

Kean University, beginning at
12:15 p.m. The girls’ tournament
will be held Sunday, Jan. 17, be-
ginning at 3:15 p.m. at Paramus
Catholic Regional High School.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Counselors available for 
interested graduate students

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
201.559.6131
admissions@felician.edu
www.felician.edu

Lodi and Rutherford, NJ

INSTANT DECISION DAYS 
for Freshmen and Transfers

January 11-16, 2010
8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.   (Monday – Thursday)
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   (Friday)
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  (Saturday)

Kirby Hall, Lodi campus, 262 South Main Street, Lodi

No appointment necessary ...
just stop by with your:

High school transcripts or GED
SAT/ACT scores
College transcripts (transfer students)

STUDENTS FIRST

Felician College

Bring this ad!
We’ll waive 

the $30 application fee!
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National Shrine of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Carmelite Friars
70 Carmelite Drive (off Wawayanda Ave.)

in Middletown, NY 10940
(845) 343-1879

Welcoming bus tours and pilgrimage groups. 
• Open daily: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm    • Confessions: Sat. 11 am-noon
• Masses: Mon.-Fri. 11:30 am, Sunday at noon   • Visitors always welcome
Carmelite Gift Store (845) 344-2226 • www.nsolmc@warwick.net

The Monks of Newark Abbey 
invite you to start the New Year 

with Thanks and Praise.
Friday, Dec. 25, 2009

Solemn Vespers of the Nativity
Join the Benedictine monks of Newark Abbey

In singing Christmas Vespers at 4:00 p.m.
Christmas afternoon in St. Mary’s Church

Corner of King Boulevard & William Street, Newark NJ
•••••••••

New Year’s Eve, Thursday, Dec. 31, 2009

All-Night Prayer Vigil
Welcome the New Year in an atmosphere 
of praise, thanksgiving and petition with 

the monks of Newark Abbey and the 
parishioners of St. Mary’s, Newark.
Each hour will be marked by prayer 

for a special intention.

Our church will be open all night. 
Stop by any time!

Thursday night, Dec. 31, 2009
9:30 p.m. Church is open for prayer
11:15 p.m. Annual Parish Vigil followed by

New Year’s Mass
Friday, January 1, 2010

Exposition of Blessed Sacrament after Mass till 7:00 a.m.
2:00 a.m.- 6:00 a.m. Quiet adoration and brief hourly services
7:00 a.m. Sung Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:30 a.m. Mass

•••••••••
For further information call (973) 792-5751

The Franciscans
Immaculate Conception Province

(OFM)

Vocation Director:
Br. Charles Gingerich, ofm

Email: Charles848@aol.com

Web Site:
WWW.FRANCISCANVOC.ORG

1-800-521-5442 (days)
1-888-521-5442 (evenings)

978-863-0042
978-863-0041 (evenings only)

FAX: 978-863-0172

USA
459 River Road

Andover, MA 01810-4213

CANADA
2210 Lawrence Ave., East
Toronto ONT. M1P 2P9

WEEKEND PLAN
TEMPLE SAT DEC. 19 
WEST VIRG INIA SAT DEC. 26                               
CINCINNATI     SAT JAN. 9   
DEPAUL SUN FEB. 14                 
MARQUETTE SUN FEB. 28

DECK THE HALL HOLIDAY PLAN
TEMPLE SAT DEC. 19 
NAVY TUE DEC. 22                               
WEST VIRG INIA SAT DEC. 26   
SYRACUSE TUE DEC. 29                 
CINCINNATI     SAT JAN. 9

POWER PLAN
SYRACUSE TUE DEC. 29
WBB VS. UCONN SAT JAN. 2                               
LOUISVI LLE THU JAN. 21                               
PITTSBURGH     SUN JAN. 24   
NOTRE DAME THU FEB. 11   

Super Packs
Start at 
$100 

Per Person!

Violinist Matos to perform at Kean
BELLEVILLE—Violinist Melissa Matos, a

member of the Jovenes Creyentes youth group of
Saint Peter Parish, will perform in the Greater
Newark Youth Orchestras’ 20th annual holiday party
and concert, which will be held Saturday, Dec. 19 at
Wilkins Theatre, Kean University, Union.

Matos is a member of the Greater Newark Youth

Orchestra, established in 1990 as part of the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra. The concert showcases
the student musicians of the youth orchestra.

The holiday party begins 1:30 p.m. in the lobby of
Wilkins Theatre and the concert is slated to start at 3
p.m. Tickets are $10 per person. Call (800) 255-3476
for reservations.

Submitted photo

TEAM EFFORT—Members of Bergen Catholic High Schoolʼs Crusaders for Christian Action (CCA) hosted
its annual Thanksgiving food drive. Pictured among the grocery bags are CCA officers and contributors
(standing, left to right) juniors Matthew Negron and John Cuyulis, senior Brian Correll, sophomore Craig Kay,
juniors Ryan Dikdan and Conor Lloyd, senior Sang Yoo, sophomore Omar Elkeshk and CCA moderator
Diane Merrick. Also pictured with the group (kneeling) is Bergen Catholic baseball and bowling coach Larry
Fierro. The annual food drive, held in cooperation with the Center for Food Action, Englewood, and Lincoln
Technical Institute, Mahwah, yielded several frozen turkeys and numerous laundry baskets filled with food.
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Catholic Cemeteries
Serving the Catholic Families of New Jersey for over 150 years.

SAINT GERTRUDE
CATHOLIC CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM
53 INMAN AVE. , COLONIA

HOLY CROSS
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
& MAUSOLEUM
340 RIDGE ROAD
NORTH ARLINGTON

Final Construction
Last Chance to Reserve Space

End of Year Opening AnticipatedGATE OF HEAVEN
CATHOLIC CEMETERY

& MAUSOLEUM
225 RIDGEDALE AVE. 

EAST HANOVER
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866-PRE-PLAN 
(866-773-7526)
www.RCANCEM.org

Call or stop by anytime between 
9 am and 4:30 pm everyday    
(no appointment necessary)

BE PREPARED AND PLAN AHEAD.

A Wise DECISION,
A Loving GESTURE,
A Perfect SOLUTION.

Please provide me with information on:
� Maryrest, Mahwah � Holy Name, Jersey City � Gate of Heaven, East Hanover
� Holy Cross, North Arlington � Saint Gertrude, Colonia � Christ the King, Franklin Lakes

� Mausoleum Space    � Cemetery Plots    � Individual Family Estates    � Cremation Niches    � FREE copy of Continuing the Journey Booklet

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________________State: _________ Zip: ___________________
Telephone Number: _________________________________________________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please call 1-866-773-7526 or mail coupon to: 
Catholic Cemeteries, The Archdiocese of Newark  •  Archdiocesan Center  •  P. O. Box 9500, Newark, NJ 07104

CA 12-09-09

MARYREST
CATHOLIC CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM
25 Seminary Rd, Mahwah

Memorial Counselors 
are available for a no
obligation appointment. 

Accepting 
Reservations Now

Some Areas Already Sold Out 
**Act Now**


