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Mayor Booker shares insights
Quest for peace
draws Iraqi leaders
to Seton Hall forum
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EASTER GREETINGS—Archbishop John J. Myers celebrated Easter
Sunday Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart. After Mass,
he greeted the faithful at the front entrance of the Cathedral, against the
backdrop of blooming cherry blossoms and chilly April winds. Archbishop
Myers wore his special ring (visible in photo on his right hand), which
was a gift from his parents when he was ordained as a bishop 22 years
ago. During his Easter homily, the archbishop described Jesus as Lord
and savior for all people by the power of His love and the power of God.

Women, men gather to bond, share faith

NUTLEY—“If it wasn’t for the
intercession of Mary, I wouldn’t be
here today,” Johnnette S. Benkovic,
keynote speaker at the annual
Women’s Day of Reflection, declared.

The April 4 event at Holy Family
Parish drew over 800 guests. This
year’s theme “Mary and the Holy
Spirit,” holds special significance for

Benkovic. After tragically losing her
son Simon in a car accident, she lost
her husband of 34 years, Anthony, to
cancer just a few years later. She
credits Our Lady with helping her
through her trials.

After years as a non-practicing
Catholic who “turned her back on
The Way,” Benkovic had a profound
conversion in 1981 following a
charismatic prayer meeting. Since
then, she has made it her life’s mis-
sion to spread the word of God
throughout all media. 

She is the executive producer
of the television program “The
Abundant Life,” seen internation-
ally on EWTN, and the host of

WEST ORANGE—In num-
bers that exceeded expectations,
fathers, sons, uncles and brothers
from throughout the Archdiocese
of Newark and beyond joined in
spiritual fellowship at the inaugural
Catholic Men’s Conference.

Some 2,500 participants filled the
Essex County Richard J. Codey

Arena on Saturday, March 28 for the
two-tier English and Spanish eight-
hour program. Archbishop John J.
Myers, a primary proponent of the
conference and Men’s Commission,
described the event as “a gathering of
men seeking a deeper relationship
with God and stronger participation
in parish life.” The conference was
co-sponsored by the Newark-based
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal.

Archdiocesan Vice Chancellor
for Administration, Deacon Joseph
A. Dwyer, Jr., and Jorge L. Repollet,
director cemetery services for
Catholic Cemeteries, co-chairmen
for the conference, shared an excite-
ment over the event’s success.

SOUTH ORANGE—Nine prominent clerics and mayors from Anbar
Province in Iraq discussed interfaith dialogue as a means of achieving mu-
tual understanding during an April 1 forum at Seton Hall University (SHU).

Hosted by The Whitehead School of Diplomacy and International
Relations, the forum, which included Newark Mayor Cory A. Booker,
is part of the U.S. Department of State-sponsored International Visitor
Leadership Program.

In their first visit to the United States, Sunni imams and mayors from
Iraq, communicating through a translator, explained that they chose to
visit SHU due to the university’s dedication to diplomacy and building
international relationships.

Moderated by Ambassador John K. Menzies, dean of The Whitehead
School of Diplomacy and International Relations, the first discussion focused
on opportunities for interfaith dialogue. However, the Iraqi delegates, by com-
ing to America to engage in such a discussion and attempting to rebuild Iraq
in a new model, have faced ridicule and persecution in their home country.

“Our panelists have shown tremendous courage,” Menzies said. “They
have opposed Al-Qaeda as non-Islamic and have put themselves at great per-
sonal risk.” As a result, their identities were kept secret during the program.
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SOLEMN LITURGIES—Archbishop John J. Myers presided over Palm Sunday Mass (top photo)
on April 5 and the annual Chrism Mass (left photo) the following day at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart in Newark. Clergy from throughout the archdiocese processed with the arch-
bishop on Palm Sunday. In his homily, Archbishop Myers said “death can appear to be the ultimate
absurdity.” Jesus  ̓death, he stressed, was His most “free and loving” action. We should all imitate
Jesus in our own death,  the archbishop said. At the Chrism Mass, attended by clergy and almost
1,200 faithful, Archbishop Myers blessed the oils to be used in the sacraments of the Anointing of
the Sick and Confirmation. He called the Mass “one of the most important liturgies of the year.”

His Grace,The Most Reverend John J. Myers
would like to invite all parishes and parishioners

throughout the Archdiocese to join him in attending
the annual Vocations Fund Dinner 

Donation of $80.00 per person is requested.

His Grace,The Most Reverend John J. Myers

The Fifty-Fifth
Annual

Archbishop's
Vocations 

Fund 
Dinner

The Fifty-Fifth
Annual 

Archbishop's 
Vocations 

Fund 
Dinner

Hosted by
the Serra Clubs 

of the
Archdiocese 

of Newark

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 • 6 p.m. Cocktail Reception

Mayfair Farms - West Orange, NJ

Honorees:
Rev. Brian G. Plate

David O’Boyle
Monsignor James C. Turro

Carmine Monteleone

Guest Speaker:
Most Rev. Manuel A. Cruz, D.D.

Auxiliary Bishop of Newark

Please make checks payable to: Archbishop Vocation Fund and mailed to 
Mr. Joseph Scibetta, 6 Ferncliff Road, Jersey City, NJ 07305

For more information call:Joe Pagano at: 201-424-6773orRosemarie Deehan 973-762-6180

Please consider attending this affair supporting our seminarians studying for our Archdiocese.
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Fr. Jaki, 84; scholar who
explored science, religion

CORRUGATED COMMUNITY—The Youth and
Young Adult Ministry of Saint Elizabeth Parish,
Wyckoff, known as Branches, constructed
“Cardboard City” March 21 as a community serv-
ice project to call attention to the plight of home-
less teens. Led by Gina Marie Alala, youth min-
istry director, 26 Saint Elizabeth young adults—
armed with rolls of duct tape—built ramshackle
shelters on the lawn of the parish, then slept in
the shelters overnight to get a first-hand glimpse
of what it means to be homeless. Directors and
homeless teens from Covenant House, Newark,
visited Cardboard City and gave presentations on
the social and spiritual issues associated with
homelessness, while an area band, Moving Face,
performed for the Cardboard City residents.
Father Melvin Avilla, C.R.M., an Adorno Father
based in Ramsey, served as a spiritual advisor
and designed the event T-shirts. Youth-group
members, assisted by Peter and Cathy Ingrasci,
baked 40 meat loafs in the parish cafeteria, which
were delivered to Saint Martinʼs Kitchen, Jersey
City. The following morning youth group members
collected $1,400 from Sunday parishioners.

Our Archdiocese

SOUTH ORANGE (CNS)—
Benedictine Father Stanley L.
Jaki, an internationally acclaimed
author, physicist, philosopher
and theologian, died April 7 in
Madrid, Spain, following a heart
attack. He was 84 years old.

Fr. Jaki, who taught at Seton
Hall University (SHU), special-
ized in the history and philosophy
of science. He earned doctorates
in theology and physics. He was
awarded the Templeton Prize for
Progress in Religion in 1987. He
was cited for delineating “the im-
portance of differences as well as
similarities between science and
religion, adding significant, bal-
anced enlightenment to the field.”

Fr. Jaki had traveled to Spain
from Rome, where he had lec-
tured on his latest book at the
Renaissance-era “casina” or gar-
den house, of Pope Pius IV—the
headquarters of the Pontifical
Academy of Sciences. Fr. Jaki
had been an honorary member of
the pontifical academy since
1990.

He joined the faculty of SHU
in 1965, attaining the rank of dis-
tinguished university professor
in 1975. Fr. Jaki was deeply
committed to the conjunction be-
tween faith and reason, arguing
that the flourishing of science in
Europe was intrinsically related
to the Christian understanding of
creation and the Incarnation.

“Although the world was
God’s creation and, as such, to
be profoundly respected, the
world itself possessed no intrin-
sic divinity,” explained Father
Thomas G. Guarino, professor of
theology at SHU. “Fr. Jaki’s

work eluci-
dated the
notion that
in under-
standing the
very laws of
the physical
u n iv e r s e ,
s c i e n c e  
n a t u r a l l y
opened out
toward the
affirmation of faith,” Fr. Guarino
added.
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St. Lucy Church
National Shrine of Saint Gerard
118 Seventh Avenue • Newark 07104
(973) 482-6663 • www.saintlucy.net

A special Mass is scheduled at 
12:15 PM on Sunday, May 31st. 
There will be a reception at 3:00 PM 

at The Birchwood Manor in Whippany.  
Tickets are $130.00 per person.

Anyone interested contact 
Michele at the Rectory:  

(973) 482-6663 

fter 54 years of dedicated service to 
St. Lucy’s Church, Newark, Msgr.Joseph J.

Granato will be retiring as of  June 30, 2009.
The parishioners  of St. Lucy’s are going all out to

thank Msgr. Granato for always being a true 
father to all.

AA

CAN YOU HELP SAVE
A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Sarah” was saved from 
abortion and born on 2/5/09. We struggle to
keep our prolife shelters open to provide a
choice for over 300 pregnant women who
call our hotline monthly. Your contributions
can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org
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Recommended by 
G. Armaini, Hummel/Gobel, Austin Galleries

Serving the Archdiocese of Newark
Est. 1995 • Free Estimates

By appointment only

Restore and Repair 
Church and Home
Religious Statuary

Collectables • Wall hangings
Lamps • Religious articles

Rosaries • Antiques 
• Plaster Porcelain • Pottery

Restorations by Patricia
(973) 235-0234

We now f ix Swarovski Crystal f igurines!

The Essex County 
Juvenile Detention Center 

will hold an orientation for new
volunteers to serve as 
"mentors/tutors" on 

Saturday May 16, between 
9:00AM - 12:00PM. 
One must obtain and 

complete, paperwork for a 
criminal background check in 
advance, from 

Deacon Quinn 
at 

(973) 228-3270,
or

GCQuinn57@aol.com.

Join me, 
in doing 
God�s work!
Pray for Vocations.

St. Mary, 

Star of the Sea Church

Bayonne

Our Lady 

of Czestochowa Church

Harrison

Our Lady 

of Sorrows 

Church

Kearny

St. Theresa

Church

Kenilworth

St. Lucy 

Church

Newark

Queen of Peace 

Church

North Arlington

Pope Benedict to visit Holy Land
VATICAN CITY and

JERUSALEM (CNS)—On his
first trip to the Holy Land, Pope
Benedict XVI will meet with
Jewish, Muslim and Christian
leaders, stop at the Dome of the
Rock and the Western Wall in
Jerusalem and visit a refugee camp
in Bethlehem. The May 8-15 visit
will take the pope to holy sites in
Jordan, Israel and the Palestinian
territories. He will visit the new
King Hussein Mosque in Amman,
Jordan, stop at Jesus' baptism site
at the Jordan River, and make a
pilgrimage to Mount Nebo, where
Moses once looked out at the
Promised Land. The pope’s pro-
gram calls for meetings with
Israeli political leaders, Christian
leaders, Jerusalem’s most promi-

nent rabbis and the city’s leading
Muslim cleric—the grand mufti.
Pope Benedict also will visit the
Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial
in Jerusalem and celebrate public
Masses in Amman, Bethlehem,
Jerusalem and Nazareth, Israel.
However, Pope Benedict will en-
counter a Holy Land that has
changed greatly since Pope John
Paul II visited in 2000. Pope John
Paul arrived in Israel and the
Palestinian territories when, de-
spite stumbling blocks in the peace
process, the jubilee year celebra-
tions seemed to buoy the Holy
Land with a booming tourism
industry. But Pope Benedict will
visit amid continued Israeli-
Palestinian tensions—months
after a controversial Israeli inva-

sion of Gaza and during continu-
ing Palestinian rocket attacks
against southern Israeli towns. He
will face a land scarred by the vi-
olence and physical barriers of
the second intifada, which broke
out just months after the 2000
papal visit.

Killer quake jolts
Newark priests

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—In a
sign of solidarity with those struck
by a devastating earthquake and a
series of tremors and aftershocks,
Pope Benedict XVI donated a
portion of the sacred oils he
blessed to the Italian Archdiocese
of L’Aquila. During a chrism
Mass in Saint Peter’s Basilica
April 9, the pope said he hoped the
oils used in the sacraments of bap-
tism, confirmation, ordination and
the anointing of the sick would
“accompany a time of rebirth and
reconstruction and heal wounds
and encourage hope” in the city
and province of L’Aquila. The
tremors left more than 275 people
dead, more than 1,000 injured and
tens of thousands homeless. Father
James M. Sheehan and Father
Mark Francis O’Malley, priests
from the Archdiocese of Newark
studying in Rome, were eyewit-
nesses to the disaster. American
seminarians and priests live at
the Pontifical North American
College while pursuing degrees at
various universities. The tremors

began at around 3:30 a.m., Fr.
Sheehan recalled. “It was startling
to be woken up to the feeling of
my bed moving,” he said. “It was
a strange sensation. This was the
first time I had ever felt an earth-
quake.” Like Fr. Sheehan, Fr.
O’Malley said this was first time
he experienced an earthquake. “I
was asleep in bed when the quake
occurred. I was awoken by the
crash of a picture, which fell from
my wall,” Fr. O’Malley said. ‘My
bed was shaking and the windows
were rattling. The priests in the
residence from California took it
all in stride the next morning, but it
was something of a scary experi-
ence for a guy from Jersey.”

New York installs
Archbishop Dolan

NEW YORK (CNS)—Saint
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York
overflowed with people, music, in-
cense and good will for the April
15 installation of Archbishop

Timothy M. Dolan as the 10th
archbishop of New York. More
than 2,000 guests packed the
cathedral and listened to two
church choirs and a brass ensem-
ble. The Mass of installation was
concelebrated by 12 cardinals
and more than 115 archbishops
and bishops. Archbishop John J.
Myers, Archbishop Emeritus Peter
L. Gerety, Bishop Edgar M. da
Cunha, Bishop Thomas A.
Donato, Bishop Manuel A. Cruz
and several priests represented
the Archdiocese of Newark. In
his homily, Archbishop Dolan
cited the welcome given by the
archdiocese over the years to gen-
erations of immigrants, “who came
and still come to this country
through this city with little or noth-
ing of earthly value, but tenacious-
ly clung to that ‘pearl of great
price,’ their faith, to find in the
Church here the spiritual counter-
part of Lady Liberty—Holy
Mother Church—who welcomed
them, embraced them, settled them
in, taught their children and kept
that faith alive.”

CNS photo

A Muslim man walks away from the Dome of the Rock, in the back-
ground, at the Temple Mount complex in the Old City of Jerusalem April
6. Pope Benedict XVI will visit the Dome of the Rock during his May 8-
15 visit to the Holy Land. The Islamic shrine holds significance to
Muslims, Jews and Christians.
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“Despite the cool temperatures,
Our Lord Jesus Christ warmed the
hearts of some 2,500 men,”
Deacon Dwyer said. “I am excited
about the future of the Men’s
Commission. As we reflect on the
powerful presence of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, it is obvious He has
called all of us to a great ministry.”

“Close to 2,500 men were
moved by the Holy Spirit,”
Repollet observed. “It was a
blessing to be part of such a
spiritual day where many men
found Jesus in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, the Eucharist and
in the Word that was proclaimed.”

The keynote speaker was NFL
legend Danny Abramowicz in the
English segment. He told his audi-
ence that they were not at the con-
ference “by accident, God had a
plan for you today.”

Citing his success on the grid-
iron and later in the business
world, Abramowicz said one day
he looked into the mirror and ac-
tually looked into his soul. “I
hated myself,” he declared. He
immediately called a priest and
confronted his alcoholism. “I be-
came sober but not serene,”
Abramowicz explained. It was at
that point, he stressed, that “the
Lord began working” on him and
he began attending Bible study
and prayer meetings.

The loudest applause during
his presentation was when
Abramowicz asked the priests in
the audience to stand up. The
priesthood, he said, is “the greatest
vocation in the world.” He con-
cluded by holding up the Bible
saying: “this is your playbook.”

The archdiocese’s newest bish-
op, Most Rev. Manuel A. Cruz,
was the keynote speaker at the
Spanish segment. Bishop Cruz
spoke on the “actualization” of
the scriptures. He explained the
importance of the need to bring
God into one’s own experience

of the present moment.
Bishop Cruz cited placing

greater emphasis on the Passion
story of the good thief. It is, he
said, “a model to all of us” illus-
trating “what real humility is all
about—ultimately a genuine ac-
ceptance of oneself and how we
need to depend on the mercy and
love of Jesus.”

Father Bernard Murphy, leader
of the Franciscans of the Renewal,
gave the homily at Archbishop
Myers’ Mass. Those at the confer-
ence were there, he said, because
“the Lord is inviting us into a rela-
tionship with Him.”

Deacon Ralph Polo, founder of
New Evangelization Ministries,

Steubenville, OH, challenged his
audience to candidly measure their
internal spiritual strength. The
Catholic male identity has been
led astray in today’s culture, he
charged, saying that many men
typically take the “easy way out”
preferring to define themselves by
their chosen careers or material
possessions. “Our real identity is
being a son of God. As a man, our
number-one responsibility is to
bring our family to God.”

Dr. Philip Mango, director of
Saint Michael’s Institute for
Psychological Studies, said the
conference was “a powerful day.”
Masculinity, he explained, is
“identifying with God the Father.”

Archbishop John J.
Myers (second from
left) passed through

a Knights of
Columbus honor

guard at the conclu-
sion of the Mass he

celebrated to end
the March 28 Menʼs

Conference.
Deacon Joseph A.
Dwyer, Jr., Deacon
John J. McKenna,

and Father Michael
A. Andreano, (left to

right) are pictured
with the archbishop.

Official Appointments
Archbishop John J.  Myers  has  announced the fo l lowing appointments:

ARCHDIOCESAN
AGENCY/MINISTRY

Reverend Monsignor Edward
G. Bradley, faculty member at

Seton Hall Prep, West Orange, and
part-time director of the Ministry to
Retired Priests, has been appointed
as full-time director of the Ministry
to Retired Priests with continued resi-
dence at Seton House, West Orange.
The appointment is effective July 1.

PASTOR

Reverend Bartley P. Baker,
parochial vicar of Saint Michael Parish,

Union, was appointed pastor of 
Saint Leo Parish, Elmwood Park, 

effective April 1.

DEAN

Reverend James P. Whelan, 
pastor of Saint Lawrence Parish,

Weehawken, was also appointed Dean
of the Hudson Central Deanery,

Deanery 9, effective March 16 and 
ending March 16, 2014.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Sathianathan X.
Benedict has been appointed sum-
mer parochial vicar at Saint Philip the

Apostle Parish, Saddle Brook, effective
April 22, through May 31.

DEACON

Deacon George Rice was ap-
pointed to Our Lady of Mercy Parish,

Park Ridge, effective March 22.

FACULTY

Reverend Mark F. O’Malley,
has been appointed to the faculty

of Immaculate Conception
Seminary at Seton Hall University,
South Orange, with residence at

Seton Hall University, South
Orange. The appointment is 

effective July 1.

JURIDIC PASTOR

Reverend Patrick Diver,
S.D.B., pastor of Saint Anthony of

Padua Parish, Elizabeth, has also been
appointed juridic pastor of the newly

formed “Our Lady of Guadalupe
Academy,” Elizabeth, effective July 1.

RETIREMENT

Reverend Michael H. Hansen,
parochial vicar of Assumption Parish,

Emerson, has been granted 
retirement, effective May 1.

Fathers, sons
Continued from page 1

Advocate photo – Ward Miele

JOURNEY TO ITALY
(Unitours, Inc.)

N o v e m b e r  5 - 1 3 ,  2 0 0 9
Join Father Ordanico “Dani” DelaPena for a 9 day trip to 

Tuscan, Florence, Siena, Assisi and Rome, Italy.
Departure from Newark Liberty Airport

Total price (all inclusive) $2799
20 spaces total-13 already signed.

For more information, contact Father Dani at (201) 659-0369,
Our Lady Of Grace And St. Joseph Church

Hoboken

The Franciscans
Immaculate Conception Province

(OFM)

Vocation Director:
Br. Charles Gingerich, ofm

Email: Charles848@aol.com

Web Site:
WWW.FRANCISCANVOC.ORG

1-800-521-5442 (days)
1-888-521-5442 (evenings)

978-863-0042
978-863-0041 (evenings only)

FAX: 978-863-0172

USA
459 River Road

Andover, MA 01810-4213

CANADA
2210 Lawrence Ave., East
Toronto ONT. M1P 2P9

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Jordan and Sinai 
June 1 – 12 / $3,430 pp

 Pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey 
June 16 – 27 / $3,424 pp

Pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi, Italy 
September 7 – 18 / $3,242 pp 

Pilgrimage to Greece (includes cruise) 
September 5 – 14 / $3,328 pp

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Egypt 
November 30 – December 12 / $3,025 pp

In the Footsteps of Jesus and the Apostles

Visit our website www.holylandpilgrimages.org 
Call 1-800-566-7499

Franciscan Monastery Pilgrimages
Bringing pilgrims to the Holy Land for over 100 years

Join Father David Wathen, O.F.M.,  
an experienced Holy Land guide,  

on a journey of faith in the lands of God’s Revelation.

Fatima . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 11-16
Greece. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 4-12
Holy Land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 11-22
Holy Land “Jesus Our Savior” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept 29-Oct 5
Franciscan Italy-In Assisi for St. Francis Feast Day. . . . . . . . . . Oct 2-9
Poland/Prague-Footsteps of John Paul ll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct 15-22
Lourdes/Paris/Lisieux “Great Women of Faith” . . . . . . . . . . . Oct 22-29
Medjugorje “Journey to Peace” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct 23-30
Guadalupe/Mexico City “Celebrating the Feast Day of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Guadalupe” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec 9-14
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VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
heritage Pope John Paul II left to
the Church, and especially to its
younger members, was a torch of
faith and hope to lead them and the
world through the darkness, Pope
Benedict XVI said.

Pope Benedict, in particular,
praised Pope John Paul as a spiri-
tual leader who inspired many to
pursue vocations to the priesthood
and consecrated life.

Celebrating Mass with young
people April 2, the fourth anniver-
sary of the death of Pope John
Paul, Pope Benedict said his pred-
ecessor was able to communicate
a strong feeling of hope founded
on faith in Jesus Christ.

“If Christ’s word remains in us,

to show him they understood his
teaching by gathering silently in
prayer in Saint Peter’s Square and
many other places throughout the
world,” the pope said.

While Pope Benedict did not

Pontiff cites Pope John Paul II
for amplifying the ‘divine call’

CNS photo

Pope John Paul II greets then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger Oct. 22, 1978.
Pope Benedict XVI, in his recent message for the World Day of Prayer
for Vocations, said embracing a religious vocation involves trusting God
so much that one can answer the “divine call” without hesitation. Pope
Benedict said it is God who chooses some to follow His Son, Jesus,
more closely and to put themselves fully at the service of the Church.

we can spread the flame of that
love that He ignited on the earth;
we can carry high the torch of faith
and hope,” the pope told the young
people who were preparing for the
April 5 celebration of World Youth
Day as they remembered Pope
John Paul. At the end of the Mass,
young people carrying oil lamps
led Pope Benedict into the grotto
of Saint Peter’s Basilica, where
they all knelt and prayed at the
tomb of Pope John Paul.

During his homily, Pope
Benedict said the torch of faith
and hope was what Pope John
Paul “left us as a heritage. He
consigned it to me, as his succes-
sor, and this evening I pass it on
once again to you, the young

people of Rome, so that you
would continue to be sentinels of
the morning, vigilant and joyful.”

The fruitfulness of Pope John
Paul’s life and ministry, he said, is
seen in the faces of the young men
and women who crowded into
Saint Peter’s Basilica for the an-
niversary Mass.

“How many vocations to the
priesthood and consecrated life,
how many young families com-
mitted to living the Gospel ideal
and aiming for holiness are tied to
the witness and preaching of my
venerated predecessor,” the pope
said. “How many young men and
women converted or persevered in
their Christian journey thanks to
his prayers, his encouragement,
his support and his example.”

Throughout his life Pope
John Paul “did not hesitate using
all his energy to spread the light
(of Christ) everywhere,” Pope
Benedict said. “He was not will-
ing to compromise when it came
to proclaiming and defending
Christ’s truth. He never tired of
spreading his love,” he said.

“At the hour of his agony and
death, this new generation wanted

make any mention of the process
to beatify and canonize Pope John
Paul, he did end his homily by
praying that the late pope “never
ceases to accompany us and inter-
cede for us from heaven.”

After praying in the grotto and
before leaving Saint Peter’s, Pope
Benedict stopped to greet Angelo
Gugel, Pope John Paul’s Vatican
valet, and the Handmaids of the
Sacred Heart Sisters from Poland
who ran the papal apartment and
cared for Pope John Paul during
his final illness.

The papal message for the
day of prayer, which will be ob-
served May 3 in most countries,
was released March 31. 

The Serra Clubs 
District #22

Support Vocations 
to the Priesthood and

Religious Life

Benedictine Sisters of Elizabeth, NJ

IM from God:
Seek Me!
The message is instant...the response could last a lifetime.
Come listen to my call for you at a
Vocation Discernment Retreat
April 24-26, 2009

Contact Sr. Mariette: (908) 352-4278 x 274
Email: Sr. Mariette@aol.com; Website: www.catholicforum.com/bensisnj

Sr. Kathleen Tuite, OP
Vocation Minister

ktuite@caldwell.edu
973-618-3534

Are you called 
to live “a Gospel
life” in the spirit

of St. Francis?

For more information 
about the Capuchin Franciscan

Friars, please contact:
Capuchin Vocation Office

P.O. Box 809
Union City, NJ  07087

(201) 863-3871
capuchinlife@aol.com
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BY DANIEL PETERSON
Special to The Catholic Advocate

NEWARK—The Vocations
Office of the Archdiocese of
Newark has launched a new
Website (www.newpriestNJ.org),
which is designed to provide re-
source information for men
who have embarked on the spir-
itual journey in the discernment
process.

NewpriestNJ is a combination
of “Newark Priest” and “new
priest” as in “beginners.” The
Web site provides information
on retreats, video clips, writ-
ings of Pope Benedict XVI and
Archbishop John J. Myers, pho-
tos, holy cards, prayers, discern-
ment questions and answers,
and contact information includ-
ing information for applying to
the Archdiocese of Newark as
a seminarian.

“As a Church, I think we need
to respond to the needs of the peo-
ple. The Internet can be a very
useful tool,” Father John Gabriel,
archdiocesan director of voca-
tions, explained. “There is a lot
more to vocations than marketing.
When a man begins to hear the
Lord’s call, it is imperative that
the Church have all the proper
tools in place to accommodate
the journey.”

Father Juan Carlos Zapata, a
parochial vicar at Saint Aloysius
Parish, Jersey City, and Danny
Pabon, a resident of the arch-
diocese’s Emmaus House of
Discernment, designed the Web
site. 

Pope John Paul II spearheaded
interest in new media throughout
the Church. Pope Benedict has af-
firmed the Internet as a vital tool
for evangelization. The Vatican
has its own YouTube channel.

New Web site
provides info
for vocations

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Pope Benedict XVI has declared
a “year of the priest” in an effort
to encourage “spiritual perfec-
tion.” He will open the special
year with a vespers service at the
Vatican June 19—the feast of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the day
for the sanctification of priests.
He will close the celebrations
during a World Meeting of
Priests in Saint Peter’s Square
June 19, 2010.

The pope made the announce-
ment during a March audience
with members of the Vatican
Congregation for Clergy. He met
with some 70 participants of the
congregation’s March 16-18 ple-
nary assembly, which focused on
the missionary identity of the
priest and his mission to sanctify,
teach and govern.

During this jubilee year, the
pope will also proclaim Saint
John Vianney to be patron saint
of all the world’s priests. At
present he is considered the pa-
tron saint of parish priests. This
year marks the 150th anniver-
sary of the death of this 19th-
century saint who represents a
“true example of a priest at the

service of the flock of Christ,”
the pope said. 

In his address, Pope Benedict
said the priestly ministry con-
sists of total adherence to the ec-
clesial tradition of participating
“in a spiritually intense new life
and a new lifestyle which was
inaugurated by the Lord Jesus
and which the apostles made
their own.”

Priestly ordination creates
new men who are bestowed with
the gift and office of sanctifying,
teaching and governing, he said.
The pope underlined the neces-
sary and “indispensable struggle
for moral perfection, which
must dwell in every authentical-
ly priestly heart.”

CNS graphic

Saint John Vianney is widely known to Catholics as the “Cure
(parish priest) of Ars,” who won over the hearts of his villagers in
France by visiting with them, teaching them about God and recon-
ciling people to the Lord in the confessional.

‘Year of the priest’ to focus
on life of Saint John Vianney

WHAT ARE MONKS DOING IN THE CITY?
The Benedictine monks of Newark Abbey

have been in the center of Newark, 
New Jersey since 1857. 

What are we doing here?

• Living in community 
according to the 
Rule of St. Benedict.

• Following a daily
schedule that 
balances prayer 
and work.

• Ministering to God’s 
people through 
St. Benedict’s Prep
School and pastoral
ministry.

• Serving as a sign of
hope and Good
News in our city.

SEE FOR YOURSELF!
For further information

contact

Br. Patrick Winbush, O.S.B.
DIRECTOR

OF VOCATIONS
Newark Abbey

528 Dr. MLK, Jr., Blvd
Newark, NJ 07102

(973) 792-5772 (Office)
(973) 643-6922 (Fax)

Email:
vocations@sbp.org

School and pastoral
ministry.

Sisters of St. John the Baptist
Removing Obstacles

and Building Confidence
Our Founder, Alphonsus Maria Fusco said:

“Jesus went from town to town evangelizing,helping children,
helping the poor...just as I feel I must do in Angri.”

And so, we invite you to join us in the ADVENTURE of your
life to meet countless possibilities and give dedicated service 

to God and His People.
Contact:
Sr. Anne Dolores Van Wagenen, C.S.JB.
Vocations Office
26 Landis Ave.
Staten Island, NY 10305

Phone (718) 447-2668
Fax (718) 447-6729

Email: lvw111b@aol.com
Website: 

http://baptistines.home.att.net

THINK YOUTH, 
THINK DON BOSCO

CALLED TO BE A RELIGIOUS?

Salesian Vocation Office
315 Self Place

South Orange, NJ 07079
(973) 761-0201

Email: salvoc@aol.com
Web: www.salesianvocation.com

ST. MARY’S ABBEY
at DELBARTON

Rev. Anthony G. Sargent, O.S.B.
230 Mendham Road
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 538-3231, ext. 2111
e-mail: vocations@delbarton.org
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Don Bosco gets ready to Rock ’n Roll May 2
RAMSEY—Don Bosco Prep will host The Rock

‘n Roll Chorus, the Garden State’s teenage a cap-
pella group, on Saturday, May 2, 7:30 p.m. The 32-
member chorus will perform rock and roll hits from
the 1950s and 1960s.

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

ENRICHMENT FOR EDUCATORS—The archdiocesan Respect
Life Office, Linden, led by Father Joseph Meagher and Michelle
Krystofik, sponsored a pro-life “enrichment day” seminar for
Catholic school educators, which was held March 20 at the Newark
chancery. Speakers presented ideas to teachers and administra-
tors on how to effectively communicate pro-life topics to students.
Over 100 educators attended the event, including Kristin Stanicki
(left) of Saint Agnes School, Clark, and Angel Viloalongo (right) of
SS. Mary and Elizabeth Academy, Linden. Archbishop John J.
Myers addressed the gathering and underscored the role of par-
ents as being essential to answering questions and providing guid-
ance to teens. Regarding the “formation” of chastity in young
adults, Archbishop Myers said it is “a way of truth” that recognizes
the dignity of each person in their physical and spiritual maturity. “It
is not easy,” the archbishop acknowledged. “We canʼt do it alone.
We need an interior life of personal prayer. We need sincere con-
version of hearts. We make mistakes, but we have a loving and for-
giving God.” Call (732) 388-8211 to reach the Respect Life office.

The concert will be held at the school’s chapel,
Saint John’s Hall, 492 North Franklin Turnpike.
Tickets are priced at $20 and available through the
school’s Web site (www.donboscoprep.com) or by
calling (201) 327-8003, ext. 188.

Submitted photo

PANTRY BOUND—Kindergarten students at Saint Anne School,
Fair Lawn, admire Easter baskets they assembled for a food
pantry that serves needy families in nearby communities.

Dancers hip hop to NJ title
RAMSEY—The Don Bosco Prep varsity and junior varsity teams,

comprised of students from the Academy of the Holy Angels, Demarest,
have captured two New Jersey Cheer and Dance Coaches’ Association
state championships in the hip-hop category.

The latest honor marks the team’s 18th NJ title since 1993, making it
the state leader for both cheer and dance teams. Last year the school cap-
tured the national hip-hop crown at Disney World, Orlando, FL (see The
Catholic Advocate, April 9, 2008).

Tryouts for the teams will take place at Don Bosco the last week of
April. Call Rick DeLillo—now in his 29th season as the coach of the
dance and cheer teams—at (201) 327-8003 for more information. Girls
who attend Academy of the Holy Angels are eligible to join the team.

Catholic Dominican Education Grades 9-12  College Preparatory Curriculum    
3 Ryerson Ave., Caldwell NJ   07006    973-226-0660  x1122    www.msdacademy.org

Mount Saint Dominic Academy

Invest in her future

OPEN HOUSE 
Wednesday, May 6, 6:30pm

All 88 of the Class of 2008 were accepted into 4 year colleges,  
including Georgetown, Tufts and Colgate, and were awarded  
nearly 9 million dollars in scholarships.

Can’t make the date?   
Call us to schedule Freshman for a Day.
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Bergen Catholic to welcome
Brother Walsh as president

Submitted photo

TEAM PLAYERS—Fifth graders at Saint James the Apostle School,
Springfield, left to right, Vienna Holmes, Joanna Lucas, Christina
Sanciangco, Victoria Pacheco and Sarah Adeola, recently demon-
strated “environmental shots,” a game created by the schoolʼs sixth
graders that involves recycling crushed soda cans.

ORADELL–Brother Brian M. Walsh, C.F.C., a former principal
of Bergen Catholic High School (BCHS), will become its third pres-
ident Aug. 1.

He will replace Brother Lawrence T. Murphy, C.F.C., who is com-
pleting his 10th year as president. Brother Murphy has accepted a
new position within the Edmund Rice Christian Brothers North
America Leadership Team.

Serving as principal during the 1992–93 school year, Brother
Walsh began his career at BCHS in January 1967, and stayed until
June 1972, teaching biology, environmental science and religion
while serving as dean of freshmen. 

In addition to his work as an educator, Brother Walsh has held
leadership positions within the Congregation of Christian Brothers.
He has been a member of the leadership team of the Eastern
American Province since 1993, serving as both the deputy province
leader and the province leader. He worked to merge all of the North
American Provinces into a single entity and served as the deputy
province leader of the newly created Province of the Edmund Rice
Christian Brothers North America. During his term as province
leader, he served as the chairman of the board of trustees to BCHS.

He returns to BCHS with a wide array of administrative experi-
ence. He has served as the chief school administrator at Bishop
Kearney High School in Rochester, NY and at Notre Dame-Bishop
Gibbons High School in Schenectady, NY, as president/principal at
Bishop Hendricken High School in Warwick, RI, and as the superin-
tendent of schools for the Diocese of Rochester, NY.

MARYLAWN OF THE ORANGES...
Educating Women For Life

445 Scotland Road, South Orange, NJ •  973-762-9222
www.marylawn.us •  info@marylawn.us

A Tradition of Proud Women — A Tradition of Excellence
• 100% Graduation Rate • 100% College Acceptance
• Class of 2008 Awarded Over $3.8 Million in Grants & Scholarships

1600 MartineAvenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
tel: 908.889.1600 • fx: 908.889.7867 • www.unioncatholic.org

WE AREBISHOP AHR
HOME OF THE TROJANS

It’s not just a school 
... it’s a family.
You’ll love it here!

OPEN HOUSE
from 7:30 to 9 PM
Monday, May 4

www.bgahs.org

732-549-1108
BISHOP GEORGE AHR HIGH SCHOOL

EDISON, NEW JERSEY 08820
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Submitted photo

PASSION PLAY—To begin Holy Week, third grade students at Saint Catherine of Siena School, Cedar
Grove, performed the annual Passion Play on April 8 for parents and the student body.



Scholarships available
Counselors available for interested graduate students

Lodi and Rutherford, NJ

For more information:
201.559.6131

admissions@felician.edu
www.felician.edu

262 South Main Street, Lodi, NJ 07644

Instant Decision Days 
for Freshmen and Transfers
May 4 -9 and June 8 -13, 2009 
8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.   (Monday – Thursday)
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   (Friday)
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.   (Saturday)

Kirby Hall, Lodi campus

 Bring this ad and we’ll waive 

the $30 application fee

No appointment necessary ... just stop by with your:

 High school transcripts or GED
  SAT/ACT scores

 College transcripts (transfer students)

STUDENTS FIRST

Felician College
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April 23

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL

5427, Washington Township,
fund-raising drive at key loca-
tions throughout town, call Bob
Hibler at (201) 666-2454. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH, Hills-
dale, financial strategy seminar,
7:30 p.m., (201) 666-2707.

April 24
BENEDICTINE SISTERS OF ELIZABETH,
vocation discernment retreat for
women, through April 26, call Sis-
ter Mariette Therese Bernier,
O.S.B., at (908) 352-4278, ext. 274.

UNION CATHOLIC REGIONAL HIGH

SCHOOL, Scotch Plains, tricky tray,
5:30 p.m., cost: $15, (908) 889-
1600, ext. 304.

XAVIER RETREAT CENTER, CONVENT

STATION, directed retreat, 5 p.m.,
through April 26, cost: $150,
(973) 290-5100.

QUEEN OF PEACE HIGH SCHOOL, North
Arlington, “Annie,” 8 p.m., through
May 2, cost: $10, (201) 998-8227.

ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE PARISH, Jersey
City, Holy Name Society com-
munion breakfast, after 8 a.m.
Mass, cost: $15, (201) 451-0123.

April 27
HOLY FAMILY PARISH, Nutley, Rosary
Society meeting, 7:45 p.m., call
Joyce Ritacco at (973) 235-0668. 

April 29
ST. ANTONINUS PARISH, Newark,
“Life in the Spirit” seminar, six
Wednesdays through June 3, 
8-10 p.m., call George and
MaryAnn McGehrin at (201)
933-5983. 

May 1
HOLY FAMILY PARISH, Nutley, fashion
show fund-raiser, cost: $22, call
Erma Mastro at (973) 667-4430.

ST. ANTONINUS PARISH, Newark,
Family Healing Ministry “Healing
through Forgiveness,” with
Father John Hampsch, C.M.F.,
through May 3, (973) 623-0258.

SODALITY OF THE CHILDREN OF MARY

OF ST. TERESA, Jersey City, recita-
tion of the “Little Office,” 3:15
p.m., followed by Mass, call
Katherine T. Crossan at (201)
689-1471.

May 2
QUELLEN SPIRITUAL CENTER, Mend-
ham, “Lectio Divina: Listen to
Scripture with the ‘Ears of your
Heart,’” 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m., cost:
$35, (973) 543-6528, ext. 217.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH,
Bloomfield, “The Mission of Mar-
riage: Heaven on Earth,” 9 a.m. -
noon, cost: $10 per person/$15
per couple, call Bob Miller at
(973) 338-9190, ext. 29.

May 3
ROSARY SHRINE, MONASTERY OF OUR

LADY OF THE ROSARY, Summit, 3 p.m.,
rosary pilgrimage devotions and
May crowning, hosted by the
Dominican Nuns and opening with
a procession in honor of Our
Lady of Fatima led by the Knights
of Columbus. Guest speaker, Rev.
Bother Isaiah Mary Molano, O.P.
who will be ordained to the
priesthood next year. For addition-
al information contact the Domini-
can Nuns at (908) 273-1228 or 
e-mail them at nunsopsummit.org.

May 4
JOSEPHINE’S PLACE, Elizabeth, golf
event at Cedar Hill Golf and
Country Club in Livingston, cost:
$400 per golfer/$1,500 per four-
some, call Sister Judith Mertz at
(908) 436-0099.

May 5
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 3428,
North Arlington, May Crowning
followed by a Living Rosary, 7:30
p.m., (201) 991-9606.

May 6
HOLY SPIRIT PARISH, Union, Holy
Hour for Life, 7:30-8:30 p.m.,
call Deacon Stanley W. Kwiatek,
Jr. at (908) 964-7653.

April 25
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH,
Ridgefield Park,  a free job-search
seminar, open to the public, 8:30
a.m. to noon, in the school audito-
rium, 110 Mount Vernon St. Seat-
ing limited to 200 participants,
pre-registration recommended. 
To register, go online to
www.stfrancisrp.org, download
the registration form and fax it to
(201) 641-2282 or e-mail the
form as an attachment to 
stfrancisrpjobseminar@qmail.com
or call the parish at (201) 641-
6464.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH, Hills-
dale, Mass of Anointing of the
Sick, 11 a.m., (201) 666-2707.

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL

PARISH, Orange, Feast of Maria
Santissima Incoronata, 11 a.m.,
(973) 674-2052.

QUELLEN SPIRITUAL CENTER, Mendham,
“Zooming in on the Mountain of
the Transfiguration,” 10 a.m. -
noon, cost: $15, (973) 543-6528,
ext. 217.

SACRED HEART OF JESUS PARISH,
Irvington, Rosary Altar Society
spring luncheon, noon, cost: $5,
(732) 225-5965.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE ARCHDIO-
CESE OF NEWARK, international
adoption information meeting, at
Archdiocesan Retreat Center in
Kearny, (201) 246-7378.

ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE PARISH, Jersey
City, Mass of Anointing, 1 p.m., call
Sister Maryann at (201) 433-8500.

April 26
ST. CASSIAN PARISH, Upper Mont-
clair, “Music from the Sanctuary,
Music from the Stage,” 4 p.m.,
cost: $15, (973) 744-2850.

HOLY NAME HOSPITAL,Teaneck, Spring
Fashion Fling for MS, held at Mar-
riott Glenpointe Hotel, cost: $75,
(201) 837-0727, ext. 3899.

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

2009 LIFE IN THE SPIRIT
Dynamic Life Changing 

Experience!

JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!

6 WEDNESDAYS 8:00–10:00 PM
APRIL 29TH through June 3rd

BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
ON PENTECOST SUNDAY
MAY 31ST - 10 A.M. MASS

FR. BILL HALBING, CELEBRANT
ST. ANTONINUS CATHOLIC CHURCH

337 SO. ORANGE AVE. NEWARK NJ 07103
Enter Church Through So. 8TH St. Parking Lot

Pre-Register with George & MaryAnn McGehrin  
(201) 933-5983 or georgemaryann@hotmail.com



400 South Orange Avenue
South Orange, New Jersey 07079

www.shu.edu

Catholic School Leadership
Program (CSLP) for Current and
Future Leaders
• A two-year, dual-certification as principal and

supervisor through the master’s degree pro-
gram in Education Leadership, Management
and Policy for Catholic school educators and
administrators

• 39-credit New Jersey Principal Certification
Program or 45-credit New Jersey Supervisor/
Principal Certification Program

• Courses are offered for eight weekends plus a
one-week summer retreat experience

• Courses include liturgical experiences
• 50 percent tuition discount for Catholic

school educators
• Scholarship assistance provided

Educational Partners in Catholic
Schools (EPICS) Program for
Beginning Teachers
• New or recent college graduates earn a

two-year, 36-credit M.A. in Education

• Monthly salary, health insurance

• Optional community housing

• Includes teaching certification, if needed

• 50 percent tuition discount for Catholic school
educators

• An Americorps Education Award Program

• Scholarship assistance provided

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
call (973) 761-9668 • fax (973) 275-2187
e-mail educate@shu.edu or visit our Web site at
shu.edu/academics/education/ma-epics

The only programs offered in partnership with Seton Hall University’s
Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology

ADVANCE YOUR
CAREER IN
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Exceptional Programs Designed
Especially for Catholic School Educators
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Addressing the delegates,
Menzies said he was thankful for
their visit and hopeful for the
outcome. “We are deeply grate-
ful that you are here and we are
honored that you chose SHU.
We are all here to compare, con-
trast and share ideas. I hope this

“The immediate goal of dia-
logue is to improve the conditions
where we live. Common needs
should be approached by every-
one. Dialogue should deepen the
trust for each other by working
together to achieve goals for a
large community. I hope our visi-
tors make great progress,” Fr.
Frizzell declared.

Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Wister, as-
sociate professor of Church
History at SHU, presented a brief
overview of the relationship be-
tween religion and politics in the
United Sates. He noted that reli-
gion and politics continues to
evolve in our nation. Various reli-
gious groups have been persecuted
and ostracized in America, but the
foundation of our government en-
sures freedom of religion. 

“After becoming independent
from Great Britain, it was estab-
lished that no one religion should
be favored above another,” Msgr.
Wister said. “It was for practical
reasons; there were too many dif-
ferent religions. There was also the
philosophical understanding that
an individual had the right to fol-
low his conscience. All people are
free to adopt and practice any faith
as a basic human right.”

Vatican Council II encouraged
dialogue between people of differ-

are keen to continue dialogue.”
Another delegate expressed the

belief that they are several miscon-
ceptions about Iraq. “There is no
problem between the religious
sects in my country. We are all
participating in building the Iraq
state. However, we are suffering
from extremism and radicalism.
There are people with hidden
agendas that want to sabotage the
Iraqi experience.”

Although the delegation was
targeted because of its visit, the
hope was that such interfaith dia-
logue will lead to new policies and
ideas they can bring back to Iraq.
“All members here have been tar-
geted for assassination and many
of my colleagues lost their lives for
co-existence and peace. We look
forward to have having a memo-
randum of understanding with
SHU,” a member of the visiting
Iraqi delegation said.

Father Lawrence E. Frizzell,
director of the Institute of Judaeo-
Christian Studies at SHU and 
a columnist for The Catholic
Advocate, encouraged dialogue
as “a true exchange between
people accepting each other as
equals.” Willingness to learn
from all participants and capac-
ity is also essential to a success-
ful dialogue, he added.

year study of religion, nationalism
and intolerance.

Little shared results of the
study with the Iraq delegation.
“Religion is an important feature
in nationalist conflict, where na-
tionalism is important and ethnic
groups are contending with each
other for dominance,” he ex-
plained. In areas such as the
Middle East, religious groups
vying for political domination will
invoke religion as a way to claim
title and territory, he stressed.
Religious/ethnic intolerance then
leads to violence, Little added.

In his recently published
work “Peacemakers in Action:
Profiles of Religion in Conflict
Resolution,” Little concluded
that religion is not just a source of
intolerance, but a source of
peace. “Religion has a preference
for peace and justice,” he said.
“Hostility and violence is best
overcome by peaceful means.
There is debate as to whether
force should ever be used you
create peace.”

A member of the visiting
Iraqi delegation remarked that
their visit to SHU was a way to
mend bridges between America
and Iraq. “We came looking for
co-existence and we are praying
for peace all over the world. We

dialogue provides rich new in-
sights,” he added.

Dr. David Little, professor in
the Practice of Religion, Ethnicity
and International Conflict at the
Harvard Divinity School, partici-
pated in the roundtable discussion.
Until 1999, he was senior scholar
in Religion, Ethics and Human
Rights at the United States
Institute of Peace in Washington,
D.C., where he conducted a multi-

GOING TO OREGON—Caldwell
Dominican Sister Carol J.

Dempsey, O.P., Ph.D. will become
a professor of theology in biblical

studies at the University of
Portland, OR, June 1.The universi-
ty is a four-year Catholic institution
affiliated with the Congregation of

Holy Cross. Recognized by her
peers for her excellence in scholar-
ship, Sister Carol was appointed to

the editorial board of the Catholic
Biblical Quarterly and received
an invitation to become a peer

reviewer for the Journal of
Catholic Higher Education by the
Association of Catholic Colleges

and Universities. Sister Carol is
the author of numerous books

and scholarly articles and plans
to continue her work in re-

search and publishing while
teaching at the university.

Continued from page 1

Iraq forum

Submitted photo
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ent faiths and that edict has “pro-
duced much fruit” according to
Msgr. Wister. Even though reli-
gion is not endorsed by the gov-
ernment, the faith of the people has
endured. “The lack of government
support has made religions rely on
themselves. Because of no govern-
ment assistance, religions have
grown stronger and self-reliant.
The people of the United States are
among the most religious in the
world,” he concluded.

As permanent delegate to
the United Nations for Caritas
Internationalis, Joseph C. Donnelly
is regularly involved with Muslim
nations, including Iraq. Caritas
is a global confederation of 164
Catholic relief, development and
social organizations working in
over 200 countries. “I represent an
international Catholic organization
and most of our work is in Muslim
countries. Iraq is one of the top five
priorities. We are present to the
people, not the politics,” he said.

Caritas workers facilitate food
banks, build water pipes and work
in education in foreign countries.
Donnelly stressed that learning
about the communities they serve
is imperative to the work of the or-
ganization. Learning the culture,
customs and traditions, especially
in Muslim counties, is essential, he
said. “You cannot just be in a place
and not know the people. You
have to become part of the com-
munity you serve. Attach yourself
to what is real where you are.”

Crossing boundaries and learn-
ing from other countries is essen-
tial to peacemaking, Donnelly
explained. Addressing the Iraqi
delegation, he viewed their ven-
ture to SHU as a step toward
achieving peace. “Your visit helps
us to learn better. We must keep
the hope alive; your presence is
a sign of hope.”

A member of the visiting Iraqi

delegation noted that God is in the
“social fabric” of his country.
Since the United States occupation
of Iraq, Al-Qaeda and other terror-
ist groups are now more prevalent
in Iraq. The first step, he believes,
to rebuilding his country is inter-
faith dialogue, while a stronger,
moderate Muslim voice is a key to
building peace.

“If we want to accelerate the
dialogue, we have to find moder-
ate leaders in all faiths. We should
all be sincere in our efforts and not
just be simply talking politics. We
also need systematic order for dia-
logue,” a visiting delegate said.

Mayor Booker participated in
a second roundtable discussion
on employing interfaith dialogue
to make public policy. With two
Iraqi mayors on the panel, they
compared the experiences of re-
building Newark and rebuilding
Anbar province.

Putting together unique coali-
tions composed of citizens from
many faiths, Mayor Booker be-
lieves, has resulted in reduction
of violent crimes. “Change came
about because everyone was
working together. My job is (to be)
a ‘weaver,’ to create one common
cloth,” he said. “We have to put
aside our differences for the
greater good.” 

A member of the Iraqi delega-
tion relayed that in his first 10
months as mayor, he acted as mil-
itary general due to the threats and
dangers faced by his community.
Because he worked toward creat-
ing a new government in his coun-
try he was labeled an “infidel”
working against God. “I received
e-mails threatening my life and my
family. My children did not go to
school for a year,” he said.

There is a lack of government
structure in Iraq, another member
of the visiting delegation ex-
plained. “Since 2003, we had to

start from scratch under atrocities
and violence. Luckily, Iraq is 75-
percent back to normal.”

Mayor Booker commended
the visiting Iraqis for building a
foundation for their home coun-
try. Even though he faces chal-

lenges as mayor of the state’s
largest city, he noted the obstacles
in Anbar province far outweigh
his own concerns. 

“The violence in my city is not
synonymous with yours. I do not
have anywhere near the challenges

you face,” Mayor Booker said. “I
believe we both fight for the same
principles. The work you do is the
work of true heroes. May God
bless you in your efforts and may
my nation join yours in courageous
work for the common good.”

Seton Hall
President

Msgr. Robert
Sheeran

(right) greet-
ed a mem-
ber of the

Iraqi delega-
tion during
the April 1

interfaith
forum. U.S.-
led coalition

forces invad-
ed Iraq on
March 20,

2003. Since
then, 4,200

U.S. soldiers
have been
killed and

30,000
wounded.

Submitted photo
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• 80% of classes have 20 students or less

• 90% of undergraduates receive financial aid

• Over 30 academic programs 

• Joint degree Health Affiliation Programs with
Columbia University, Temple University and UMDNJ

• Less than 30 minutes from New York City

• 11 NCAA Division II intercollegiate sports

• 200 bed apartment style residence hall

Office of Admissions
120 Bloomfield Avenue, Caldwell, NJ 07006
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Join us at our
Information Session 

April 26

Passionate about learning,

inspired by our history…

our campus thrives with 

the energy needed to succeed.

M I C A H

“The modern problem of justice in 

economic affairs is the non-existence 

of an intelligent and responsible account  

of economics.” Bernard J. Lonergan, S.J.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, JUNE 19 AND 20, 2009

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY’S  
MICAH BUSINESS LEADERSHIP PROJECT 

PERSPECTIVES FROM BERNARD LONERGAN  
AN INTERNATIONAL SUMMIT CONFERENCE

FORGING A NEW  
ECONOMIC PARADIGM:

All are welcome. For more information or to  
register, please e-mail catholicstudies@shu.edu  
or call (973) 275-2525.

Seton Hall University
South Orange, New Jersey
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KJoseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

�201� 865-0923Serving all
communities

for over 
50 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

FUNERAL SERVICES DIRECTORY                  

Aloia Funeral Home, Inc

180 Harrison Ave., Garfield, NJ
973-340-7077

Louis G. Aloia, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3372
Rosemarie A.Aloia,NJ Lic.No.3829

Andrea R.Gilkes, NJ Lic.No. 4114

CARING FAMILY SERVICE SINCE 1940
www.aloiafuneral.com

Immaculate Conception

Cemetery and Mausoleum
Grove St. & Mt. Hebron Rd.
Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Serving the Catholic Community of Northwest
Essex County since 1895
(973) 744-5939

“Four Generations of Service...
One Standard of Excellence”

(973) 673-1369
252-256 Henry St. • Orange, NJ 07050

PAUL IPPOLITO, IV, MGR.
NJ LIC. NO. 4050

ANTHONY IPPOLITO, F.D.
NJ LIC. NO. 4235

R I S S I
A S S O C I AT E S
ARCHITECTS, P.C.
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HELP WANTED

WANTED TO BUY
WANTED 

MAHOGANY FURNITURE
Dining rooms, bedrooms, 

breakfronts, secretaries. One
piece or complete contents. 

Call Bill (973) 586-4804.

PRINCIPAL
Saint Rose High School an outstanding Catholic college prepatory school
administered in the charism in the Sisters of St. Joseph which is a Middle
States Accredited coeducational parish high school in Belmar, NJ with an
enrollment of 600 students is seeking an educational leader in the role of
principal.
The ideal candidate will be:
• A practicing Catholic in good standing capable of building and sustaining
a faith community.
• Possess a vision for Catholic education and the future.
• Have a minimum of a masters degree, possess or be eligible for NJ 
principal certification and 5 years experience in Catholic school 
administration.
• The public spokesperson with responsibility for leadership of the school
community, school board relations, strategic planning and implementation,
institutional advancement and financial management.
• A good communicator.
• Knowledgeable/proficient in technology.
• Involved in fund development.

Email resumes by May 1 to the search committee at
cdebartolo@strose.k12.nj.us.

Salary is negotiable.

NOVENAS

CAMP

SERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES OFFERED

Senior Care at Home
Senior Care at Home is the lower cost alternative
to nursing homes or assisted living. Family Care
Employment Agency provides live in caregiver
allowing the comfort of their own house. We special-
ize in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies and
housekeepers. All candidates are fluent in English
with great references.
For our personalized placement services, 
call Dell at (908) 416-7976.

GIFTS

McAULEY
Religious Gift Shop

at Mount St. Mary’s (across from Sears)

Rosaries • Statues • Gifts
Catholic Medals • Cards •

Music  Books • Bibles

(908) 754-2793
Monday-Friday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Mt. St. Mary’s
1633 Rt. 22 and Terrill Road

Watchung, NJ 07069

WE ACCEPT PAYMENT BY CASH
OR PERSONAL CHECKS. 

NO CREDIT CARDS.

VACATION
RENTAL

CAPE COD, MA–
Economy Special–
150 yds/priv. beach,

Bucks Pond. Q/MBR,
F/Bth/Jacuzzi, Q/Den,
22x26 FR/2 twns. &

F/Bth., LR gas FP, DR,
super Kit, 3rd F/Bth,
Lndry. 14x26 DK &

G/BBQ, 2 car gar. Pics.
avail. 6/15-9/6-1,500/wk,

off pk., 1,000/wk. 
(201) 529-0057, 

bentleyj@optonline.net

VACATION
RENTAL

Pennsylvania 
Lake Front Cottage, 

4 bedrooms w/loft, 
private dock, 

swimming, fishing, 
row & paddle boat.
$850.00 per week.
Wknds. available. 
(908) 241-0595.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, as-
sist me in my necessity. Oh, Star of
the Sea, help me and show me
that you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to se-
cure me in my necessity (make re-
quest). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place
this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. Novena is published in grati
tude. Thank you.                 

J.D.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of 
all who invoke your special 
patronage in time of need, to you I
have recourse from the depth of
my heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power
to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent peti-
tion (make request). In return I
promise to make your name
known and cause you to be in-
voked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and Glorias. St.
Jude, pray for us all  who invoke
your aid. Amen. This Novena must
be said  for 9 consecutive days.
Thank you for  answering my
prayer.                  

C.Q.

PRAYER TO ST. CLAIRE
Ask St. Claire for three favors;
one Business and two impossi-
ble. Say nine Hail Maryʼs for nine
days with a lighted candle.
Published the ninth day “May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored, and glorified
today and every day. Requests
will be granted no matter how im-
possible they seem. Publication
must be promised.

N.R.C.

A TIMELESS WARRANTY
ONLY FROM YOUR EXCLUSIVE AUTHORIZED ROCK of AGES MEMORIALIST

MONUMENTS  MARKERS  MAUSOLEUMS

McHUGH - TULLY MEMORIALS
214 Ridgedale Ave., East Hanover

1-800-924-0514 • 1-800-698-2429 •  mchughmem@aol.com
LINCOLN MONUMENT COMPANY

405 Orange Rd., Montclair • 220 Lenox Ave., Westfield
1-800-854-1330 • www.lincolnmonuments.com

S E A L M A R K

RALPH RULLIS, Jr., C.M. - CERTIFIED MEMORIALIST
(as featured in the New York Times article - in person)
Our Credentials Also Include 29 Design And Industry Awards For
Excellence In Marker, Monument And Mausoleum Design
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Serving all Cemeteries and Families 
Like Yours Since 1919

CAMP MARIST
The Marist Brothers founded some
of the best Catholic Schools
throughout the world. Along with

an experienced staff they have also established
A GREAT SUMMER CAMP for boys & girls

on Ossipee Lake in Effingham, NH.
Contact us at: CAMP MARIST (603) 539-4552

Website: www.campmarist.org
“For the Best Summer of Your Life”

Name______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City________________________State_______Zip__________

Mail to:  
The Catholic
Advocate–

Subscription Dept.,
P.O. Box 9500,

Newark, NJ 
07104-0500, 

or call us direct at
(973) 497-4200.

Email: 
advoads@rcan.org

If you enjoy this newspaper, we truly hope you’ll become a  loyal
reader and take this opportunity to subscribe.  We thank you for

your support and interest.

Check
One Years Regular

Price

� Regular
� Regular
� Senior
� Senior

One
Two
One
Two

$15.00
$27.00
$12.50
$25.00

To Charge to your Visa, Discover, or MasterCard
please ask for Mark!

The Community Newspaper 
for the Archdiocese of Newark

How to 
report abuse

The Archdiocese of Newark
takes very seriously any and all

complaints of sexual 
misconduct by  members of
the clergy, Religious and lay

staff of the archdiocese. 
Individuals who wish to 

report an allegation of sexual
misconduct may do so by 

calling the Archdiocesan Office
of Child and Youth Protection

at  (201) 407-3256.

To place a Novena 
Call Ramona at (973) 497-4200

Upcoming Issue!

May 6

Hospital &
Healthcare

Mister Softee Vendor
Hire for Special Events, Carnivals, Fun Fairs, 

Large Outdoor Flea Markets, etc...
Call Nick Megaro • (201) 320-0119
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“Women of Grace Live,” a one-
hour, call-in radio talk show
broadcasted nationally on vari-
ous AM and FM radio stations.
She is also the founder and pres-
ident of Living His Life
Abundantly International Inc., a
Catholic evangelization aposto-
late based in Oldsmar, FL (Web
site: www.lhla.org).

Benkovic’s faith was tested
when Simon, having just retuned
from serving in Iraq, struck a tree
while driving a few miles from the
family home in Florida. She was
overcome by unbridled grief.

“There was a pain in my womb
(when I learned that Simon had
died). I was wailing like when
Rachel wailed for her children in
the Bible. I asked God for the spir-

Submitted photo

WARMING THEIR HEARTS—Redemptoris Mater Seminary, Kearny, received a warm and friendly
gift in March from W.A. Birdsall & Co., Linden, and Chapman Bros., Cranford. Looking to make a
good-will donation to the archdiocese, Birdsall provided a much-needed boiler and water heater, while
Chapman did the installation work. The offer originally came through the Stewardship department of
the archdiocesan Office of Development. Development officials then contacted Father Luis Gonzalez,
the pastor of Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish, Newark, who made the connections for the donation.

itual blessing that held Our Lady
firm for the three hours while she
was under the cross.” 

Although her emotions were
in turmoil, Benkovic relied on
God for spiritual blessing. She
believes that we all live in a “day
and time that is all about feel-
ings” and that faith is not about
emotions, but steadfast convic-
tion. “Faith is not about feelings;
it’s a theological virtue that re-
sides in the intellect,” she said.
“Faith is practiced and made
strong through the will. Emotions
are not reliable indicators of faith
in our lives and don’t tell us the
truth all of the time.”

In 2007, her beloved husband
Anthony succumbed after a long
battle with brain cancer. She once
again asked God for spiritual
blessing and grace. Her relation-
ship with Mary grew deeper after
the tragedy. “I entered a relation-

ship with Our Lady where she
would mother me and show me
what to do during my travail. God
wants all of us to know and live
and experience Our Lady.”

Through her suffering,
Benkovic connected to Mary’s
suffering and contemplated the
plight of Christ’s mother. “I
thought—if I am experiencing this
level of pain, what did Mary expe-
rience? My pain was rooted in the
desires to see Simon happy. I
wanted my son back. Mary was
not compromised by selfishness.
She had only love rooted in her.”

The death of her son and hus-
band, although heartbreaking,
brought them eternal life. She un-
derstood that God took those clos-
est to her and that their physical
death is not the end of their jour-
ney. “God knew the perfect time
for Simon and my husband to
leave this world.” she said.

Continued from page 1

Benkovic
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regarding costs, pre-planning savings & available facilities at the
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, without any obligation on my part.

I would like more information... 

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE PARISH

Madonna Chapel
Mausoleum

Madonna ChapelMausoleum
Madonna Chapel is a distinctively Catholic 
mausoleum of unsurpassed beauty and serenity on
the grounds of a landmark stone church. The time-
less construction of granite and marble with magnifi-
cent stained glass windows inspires devotion in an 
immaculately maintained indoor setting that allows for
visitation regardless of weather conditions.

• Three fully heated & air-conditioned floors that include a 3rd 
floor skylight atrium and 1st floor courtyard.

• Church of the Madonna offers an 11 oʼclock Special 
remembrance Mass on the last Sunday of each month 
for all departed loved ones.
• Indoor chapel, elegant statues, eternal candles, cremation 

niche and other special attributes.
For information, a free personal planner, or to set up an appointment
without any obligation...CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-392-1951
Visit us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org

Or fill out the information below and send to:
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, 2070 Hoefleyʼs Lane,

Fort Lee, New Jersey, 07024

SCREENED • BONDED • INSURED • LICENSED

AT HOME CARE
LIVE-IN • LIVE-OUT • FULL TIME • PART TIME

ENJOY THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

“Our son has always cared for us
– now let him care for you.”

• Meal Preparation
• Lt. Housekeeping
• Transportation

• Shopping
• Medication Reminders
• Laundry & much more

Richard Blecker
Senior Administrator

Member: National Association of Professional Geriatric Care Managers
908-964-6700 • Toll Free 866-703-CARE

Advocate photo – Melissa McNally

Johnnette Benkovic (left), keynote speaker at the Womenʼs Day of
Reflection, said that when we open ourselves to Our Lady, she leads us
to her Son Jesus Christ. “True devotion to the Blessed Mother leads us
to divine union with the Lord. If you want more of God, get more of Mary.”
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Discussing Holy Name Hospitalʼs status as a medical coordination
center are, left to right, Thomas Rose, center coordinator; Sheryl
Slonim, senior vice president of patient care services; Joseph
Tricarico, assistant to the commissioner for health preparedness; and
Michael Maron, Holy Nameʼs president and chief executive officer.

Holy Name receives
designation as an NJ
coordination center

TEANECK—Holy Name Hospital has been designated as a
Medical Coordination Center (MCC) for Bergen County, one of
only nine such facilities in New Jersey.

A major role of the MCC is to communicate closely with
the state Department of Health and Senior Services and
Office of Emergency Management to identify any and all
emergency incidents.

Using state grants, Holy Name’s MCC has purchased state-of-
the-art computers, video and radio systems. With the new George
P. Pitkin Emergency Care Center, Holy Name Hospital has been
able to expand and improve services to MCC requirements.

The new emergency room (ER), along with the Marian Hall
Conference Center strategically located below the ER, is equipped
to handle large-scale, mass-casualty situations with radiation detec-
tion and an isolation area for decontamination. The Holy Name cen-
ter would deal with the medical surge of patients during an incident
of this type. The entire facility was created with input from Israeli
safety experts along with site visits to their healthcare facilities.

A WARM FEELING—Robert Gomez
(left) and Sarah Getz (right), mem-
bers of Scotch Plains-based Union

Catholic Regional High Schoolʼs
peer ministry student leaders, deliv-
er 16 new quilts that will be given to

patients at Peggyʼs House at the
Center for Hope Hospice, also locat-

ed in Scotch Plains. Gratefully ac-
cepting the quilts is Nancy Rager,
RN. Janet Etlinger, whose grand-

daughter is a Union Catholic gradu-
ate, heard of the hospiceʼs need and

initiated the project.

Submitted photo

Submitted photo

We Offer Choices:
• Cemetery Plots

• Mausoleum Space

• Individual Family

Estates 

• Cremation Niches

CatholicCemeteries
Archdiocese of Newark
www.RCAN.org

Memorial Counselors 
are available

9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Call Toll Free: 1-866-Pre-Plan

No Appointment Necessary!
Stop in Today!

A wise decision, a loving gesture, a perfect solution.
Planning ahead guarantees your loved ones peace of mind.

Holy Cross Cemetery/Mausoleum
340 Ridge Rd. • North Arlington

Gate of  Heaven Cemetery/Mausoleum
225 Ridgedale Ave. • East Hanover

Saint Gertrude Cemetery/Mausoleum
53 Inman Ave. • Colonia

Holy Name Cemetery/Mausoleum
823 West Side Ave. • Jersey City

Order your FREE
copy of... 
Continuing the Journey, 
Preparing a Catholic Funeral, 
in English or in Spanish.

� �

7 7 3 - 7 5 2 6

NAME:____________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________

CITY:_________________________________________STATE: _______ZIP:__________

TELEPHONE NUMBER: (_________)__________________________________________

EMAIL:____________________________________@_______________________________

Please Call 1-866-773-7526 or mail coupon to: Catholic Cemeteries 
• The Archdiocese of  Newark • Archdiocesan Center • P.O. Box 9500 •  Newark • NJ 07104

� Holy Cross, North Arlington
� Gate of  Heaven, East Hanover
� Saint Gertrude, Colonia
� Holy Name, Jersey City

� Cemetery Plots
� Mausoleum Space 
� Individual Family Estates 
� Cremation Niches
� Floral Tribute Program

Please Provide Me 
With Information on:

Are You Prepared?

Monthly Chapel Mausoleum
Mass Schedule

All Masses begin at 9:30 a.m.

May 1
Saint Gertrude, Colonia

May 5
Gate of Heaven, East Hanover

May 6
Holy Cross, North Arlington

CA 4-22

Elder Law - Estate Planning
“ You Spent A Lifetime Working & Saving -

I Think Your Assets Belong To You!”
• Asset Protection • Guardianship • Disability Law • Medicaid Eligibility 

• Financing Nursing Home Costs • Home Visits Available • Wills • Trusts • Probate

BENJAMIN ECKMANBENJAMIN ECKMAN
Member National Academy Elder Law Attorneys

1767 MORRIS AVENUE •  UNION
9 0 8 - 2 0 6 - 1 0 0 0

73 MOUNTAIN VIEW BLVD •  WAYNE
9 7 3 - 7 0 9 - 0 9 0 9

366 KINDERKAMACK RD • WESTWOOD
2 0 1 - 2 6 3 - 9 1 6 1

200  Execut ive  Dr ive • Ste  100 • West Orange, NJ 07052

LL.M in Taxation

973-239-9595
•Medicaid Planning & Applications

•Asset Preservation through Estate Planning
& Elder/Disability Law Planning




