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MASS FOR LIFE—Following the annual Archdiocesan Mass for Life celebrated Sunday, Jan. 16 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark
by the Most Rev. John W. Flesey, Regional Bishop of Bergen County, the faithful processed to nearby Saint Lucy Parish for a Holy Hour for Life. In at-
tendance at the Mass were a contingent from the New Jersey Knights and Ladies of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, the old-
est Catholic chivalric order under the direction of the Holy Father, as well as members of the Knights of Columbus. The Mass marked the 38th anniver-
sary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision, Roe v. Wade, legalizing abortion and is a prelude to the annual March for Life in Washington, always well at-
tended by participants from the Church of Newark. This yearʼs march was Jan. 24. In his homily Bishop Flesey lamented the lack of an “authentic aware-
ness” in realizing life is a gift from God. He wondered too why “the most educated population in the history of the world” fails to grasp that realization.

Aid for Haiti tops 2010 milestones

AAA’s theme focuses on spirit of ‘serving’
NEWARK — The 2011

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
(AAA) will kick off “pledge
week” Feb. 5th and 6th as parishes
throughout the four counties of the
archdiocese gear up for this year’s
fund-raising campaign.

Carla Repollet, executive di-
rector of the archdiocesan Office
of Stewardship and Development,
said the theme of the 2011 AAA is
“Serving the Lord by Serving
Others.” The theme, Repollet ex-
plained, is based on a passage in
the 13th chapter of Saint John’s
Gospel, which reads, “I give you a
new commandment: love one an-
other. As I have loved you, so you
also should love one another.”

Archbishop John J. Myers en-
couraged the faithful throughout
the archdiocese to support the
AAA. “In my visits around the
archdiocese, I have seen and heard
the problems of so many people—
lost jobs, inability to pay bills,
sickness, disease, broken mar-
riages, troubled young people. The

AREA—The Archdiocese of
Newark closed out the final year of
the new millennium’s first decade
with inevitable transition while
meeting 2010’s challenges and cel-
ebrating its milestones. 

A change at the top in state gov-
ernment was marked in early
January at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart in Newark when
Archbishop John J. Myers celebrat-
ed Mass early on the morning of
the inauguration of Gov. Chris

Christie. The Church of Newark
rallied its forces later in the month
to help victims of the devastating
earthquake that struck Haiti.
Donations from parishes and
schools raised an astounding $1
million in relief funds.

It was a year that saw Sister
Joanne Bednar, S.C.C. named as
archdiocesan delegate for reli-
gious and Thomas Conboy as di-
rector of the Office of Youth and
Young Adult Ministries. Another
change came when Rev. Msgr.
Robert Furhman, director of the
local office of the Pontifical

Missions Societies, became the
organization’s assistant national
director in New York.

On a more solemn note, the
Cathedral Basilica was the site of
the Newark “Holocaust Remem-
brance” ceremony. It was the year
too when Catholic Charities named
Archbishop Myers its “Humanitari-
an of the Year.”

The Archdiocese of Newark
was again among the national lead-
ers with a dozen men ordained to
the priesthood at the Cathedral
Basilica. The Cathedral was also

list is very long. This past year, I
have also met people who were
in desperate situations that we
helped, restoring their dignity and
making them productive members
of society.

“I have also seen people
whose faith has grown, enabling
them to more fully know Jesus
Christ, and we were able to ac-

complish this with the support of
the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal,”
he continued. “I know these are
difficult times, but I have seen the
needs and they are great, so I
humbly ask everyone who can to
make a gift to the 2011 AAA and
serve the Lord by serving others.”

According to Repollet, there is
no better way of showing our love

than by helping those who are in
need. The Archdiocese of Newark
has many successful people whom
God has blessed with a variety of
gifts. “Our faith inspires us to share
our blessings, using God’s gifts
wisely and returning the blessing
by serving others. For example, in
each parish there are numerous
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the scene of a Solemn High Mass
celebrated by former Anglican cler-
gymen who had become Roman
Catholics. In the fall the Cathedral
Basilica was filled beyond capacity
when the Religious Teachers
Filippini celebrated a century of
service.

The following is a month-by-
month recap of major events in the
four counties of the archdiocese.

January
Catholics throughout the

Archdiocese of Newark prepare
once more for the annual March on
Washington, a national grassroots
effort to protest the January 1973
U.S. Supreme Court decision legal-
izing abortion.

With the new year, electricity
purchased for all buildings on the
Saint Peter’s College Jersey City
campus will be 100 percent
“green” energy for a minimum of
one year.

Father John Gabriel, director of
vocations for the Archdiocese of
Newark, holds a three-day discern-
ment retreat.

A special Mass is celebrated by
Archbishop Myers in the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart to
launch the inauguration ceremonies
of Chris Christie as the 35th gover-
nor of New Jersey.

The archdiocese prepares to
mobilize its forces in joining with
religious and relief agencies world-
wide in helping victims of a devas-
tating earthquake that strikes Haiti
on Jan. 12.

February
With special collections in

parishes and schools throughout the
Archdiocese of Newark, $1 million
is raised to help victims of the
Haitian earthquake.

Father Joseph W. Kukura, 69,
president of the Princeton-based
Catholic health Partnership of New
Jersey, and an admired advocate for
Catholic healthcare issues in New
Jersey, dies.

January earthquake that devastated
their impoverished island nation,
Haitian priests can once again cele-
brate Mass and administer the
sacraments with proper dignity
using liturgical vessels and vest-
ments donated from parishes
throughout the Archdiocese of
Newark.

May
On May 4, during a gala dinner

and reception at Nanina’s in the
Park, Belleville, Catholic Charities
of the Archdiocese of Newark hon-
ors Archbishop Myers as its
Humanitarian of the Year.

Over 300 teenagers and young
adults attend the 12th annual
Rejoice retreat at the Archdiocesan
Youth Retreat Center in Kearny.

The Cathedral Basilica is filled
with family, friends, seminarians,
Religious and clergy as
Archbishop Myers ordains a dozen
men to the priesthood on May 29,
telling them of “the wonder of
grace and the wonder of life in
Christ.” With that number of ordi-
nandi, the local Church is again
among the national leaders.

June
Former Anglican clergy

who are now Roman
Catholic celebrate a Solemn
High Mass in the Cathedral
Basilica on June 11. Bishop

Juan Ignacio Arrieta Ochoa de
Chinchetru, the secretary of

the Vatican’s Pontifical
Council for Legislative Texts,

delivers the keynote address at
the reception that followed the
Mass.

The Year of the Priest, the
worldwide celebration, draws to a
close in the archdiocese and around
the world.

Diplomas are awarded to the
Class of 2010 with 97 percent of
the 3,565 graduates of 32 Catholic
secondary schools heading to col-
lege and universities across the
country.

Dr. A. Gabriel Esteban, provost
of Seton Hall University, is ap-
pointed interim president.

July
Graduating high school seniors

from the four counties of the arch-
diocese, along with administrators
and faculty members, join
Archbishop Myers at the
Archdiocesan Center in Newark in
a celebration of the achievement of
the Class of 2010.
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Rev. Msgr. Robert J.
Fuhrman, director of
the local Pontifical
Missions Societies
office, is installed on
July 1 as assistant di-
rector of the national
office in New York.

August
YouthBuild Newark selects

Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Newark as one of
four Garden State organizations to
receive United States Department
of Labor funds to establish a youth-
ful-offender program in four high-
need cities in New Jersey.

Maryann Carolan, a teacher at
Union Catholic Regional High
School in Scotch Plans, is nominat-
ed by the archdiocesan Schools
Office to the New Jersey Chapter
of the Council for American Private
Education as “Nonpublic School
Teacher of the Year.”

Involved in healthcare all her
life, Felician College’s Mary E.
Norton, Ed.D., travels to Australia
as chair of the 63rd annual United
Nations Department of Public
Information/Non-Governmental
Organization’s Conference in
Melbourne, Australia.

The Missionaries of Charity in
Newark commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the birth of Mother
Teresa of Calcutta with a Mass at
Saint Augustine Parish in Newark
celebrated by Most Rev. Edgar M.
da Cunha, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop
of Newark.

With a big assist from several
archdiocesan parishes, the Bergen
County’s Sheriff’s Office holds its
first-ever gun buy-back program
that proves to be stunning success
with 708 weapons turned in.

September
Before an overflow crowd at

the Cathedral Basilica, the
Religious Teachers Filippini cele-
brate a century of service in the
United States at a special Mass.

Catechetical Sunday is celebrat-
ed in the Archdiocese of Newark
and nationwide with the theme
“Matrimony: Sacrament of
Enduring Love.”

Most Rev. Timothy M.
Dolan, Archbishop of New York
is the main celebrant and
homilist at the annual
Red Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart
honoring the

Honorable Marilyn C.
Clark, judge of the

Superior Court of
New Jersey, Passaic.

Queen of Peace
Parish in North
Arlington hosts the

showing of
“Archbishop Fulton J.

Sheen: Servant of All,” a
documentary film chronicling

the life and legacy of the influential
evangelist and radio/television per-
sonality.

October
Under brisk, sunny skies in

Newark’s Branch Brook Park,
“Soles for Faith” a 5 K run benefit-
ing the Scholarship Fund for Inner-
City Children and the Office of
Evangelization is held.

With characteristic generosity,
parishes throughout the
Archdiocese of Newark respond to
the annual World Mission Sunday
collection.

At its annual President’s Gala at
the Newark Club, Christ the King
Preparatory School honors
Archbishop Myers with its Cristo
Rey Award.

The street next to Saint
Augustine School in Union City is
renamed for the late Sister Roberta
O’Hea who taught at the school for
many years before becoming prin-
cipal in 1978.

Priesthood Sunday is celebrated
throughout the Archdiocese of
Newark.

Archbishop Myers presides at
an archdiocesan pilgrimage to the

Milestones
Continued from page 1

Archbishop Myers appoints
Sister Joanne Bednar, S.C.C., as the
new archdiocesan delegate for reli-
gious. Thomas Conboy, a member
of Saint Leo Parish in Elmwood
Park, is named the new director of
the Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries of the Archdiocese
of Newark.

March
While recovery efforts to help

victims of the Haitian earthquake
continue, the local Chilean commu-
nity is confronted by a magnitude
8.8 earthquake that strikes that
country Feb. 27.

Archbishop Myers visits the
archdiocesan mission in Turks and
Caicos (a chain of islands located
650 miles southeast of Miami) to
confer the sacrament of
Confirmation on two dozen young
people, many of whom are
refugees of the Haitian earthquake.

Braving hurricane-like condi-
tions, faithful men from throughout
the Church of Newark and beyond
flock to Seton Hall University in
South Orange to take part in the
second annual Catholic Men’s
Conference. One week after the
Men’s Conference the an-
nual Women’s Day of
Reflection is also held at
Seton Hall University.

April
The joy of Easter

abounds throughout the
Archdiocese of Newark
with Archbishop Myers
celebrating noontime
Easter Mass at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in
Newark.

With solemn dignity, the mil-
lions of men, women and children
murdered by the Nazis during
World War II are recalled during
Newark’s 23rd annual Holocaust
Remembrance Ceremony in the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart.

More than 650 young people
from 24 high schools throughout
the archdiocese and beyond fill
Walsh Gymnasium on the Seton
Hall University campus for the sev-
enth annual New Jersey Pro-Life
Rally sponsored by the Salesians of
Don Bosco.

A special Vocations Mass is cel-
ebrated in the Cathedral Basilica to
mark the Feast of the Good
Shepherd and the 47th World Day
of Prayer for Vocations.

Struggling to recover from the

Continued on page 27
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Conference puts out a call: ‘rise up men of God!’

A familiar face among the
speakers in the English track is
Father Mariusz Koch, C.F.R.,
who was ordained in the archdio-
cese 42 years ago. He will lead the
adoration service. Fr. Koch has
been a member of the Franciscan
Friars of the Renewal, headquar-
tered in Newark, the past 14 years.
He appears on EWTN as host of
“The Eucharist” series.

Our Archdiocese

NEWARK—Putting into ac-
tion its theme of “Rise Up, O Men
of God,” the third annual Catholic
Men’s Conference on Saturday,
March 5 at Seton Hall University
(SHU) will capitalize on the spiri-
tual awareness that was generated
by the solid success of the first
two gatherings.

Jorge L. Repollet, chairman of
the conference, said the event rep-
resents a call for men to “live out
their faith with courage and holy
boldness.” The conference will
take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
SHU’s South Orange campus.
Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for
students ages 14 to 23 and $15 as
well for seniors over the age of 65.
Priests and Religious will be ad-
mitted free of charge.

Featured will be inspirational
speakers, English and Spanish
tracks as well as a concluding
Mass celebrated by Archbishop
John J. Myers. The conference is
open to those within the archdio-
cese and beyond. In the past it has
attracted participants from across
the Garden State. In an effort to
reach out to local youth, the con-
ference is listed on Facebook.

Registration online at the
Web site www.rcan.org/men-
scommission is recommended.
Registration is also available by
mail, through contacting one’s
parish catechetical leader (PCL) or
by calling a local pastor or rectory.
The mailing address is Catholic
Men’s Conference, P.O. Box
9500, Newark, N.J. 07104-0500.
Those without PCLs can call
archdiocesan organizers directly
at (973) 497-4545. Early regis-
tration runs through Feb. 7. Any
questions can be addressed by
calling that same number or via
e-mail (Catholicmen@rcan.org).

The day begins with registra-
tion and breakfast. Music starts at
9:15 a.m. followed by the first
speaker and a testimonial at 9:30
a.m. Fellowship, more music and
exhibitors are slated for 10:30 a.m.
Fifteen minutes later the second
speaker is scheduled. At noon

there will be lunch, fellowship
and exhibitors. An adoration
service is at 1:30 p.m. followed
by the keynote speaker an hour
later. The concluding Mass is at 4
p.m. Confessions will be heard
throughout the day.

Declaring that the conference
“should not be missed,” Repollet
explained that a major change in
this year’s conference will be its
“mindset.” Theology, he went on,
“is something to take home and
use every day. This year’s confer-
ence is really going to the next
level, toward a deeper understand-
ing of faith.” This year’s speakers,
he noted, will be major factors in
achieving that goal.

As he has the past two years,
Gregory Floyd will emcee the
English track. His counterpart for
the Spanish track will be Genry
Batista. Floyd is a leader in People
of Hope. He holds a master’s
degree in theology from the
School of Theology at Immacu-
late Conception Seminary. Batista
is founder and president of Radio
Immaculada, a Catholic radio sta-
tion that calls the Archdiocese of
Newark home and has listeners in
27 countries via the Internet.
Batista was a Catholic missionary
for two decades.

‘This year’s
conference is really

going to the next
level, toward a

deeper understanding
of faith.’

—Jorge Repollet,
conference chairman

Advocate photo – Ward Miele

There was enthusiastic applause last year at the Archdiocese of Newarkʼs Catholic Menʼs Conference, which
attracted 2,340 faithful individuals. This yearʼs gathering is slated for March 5 at Seton Hall University. Chris
Godfrey, a member of the New York Giantsʼ 1987 Super Bowl champion team, is among the list of featured
speakers at the event. Call (973) 497-4545 to register for the conference.

BY WARD MIELE
Managing Editor

Continued on page 29

“Making OurFaith

Ty Agostawith

Catholic Speaker 
& former Host of Catholic Radio

Communion Breakfast, Rosary Society, K of C, etc.  
Topics: Proud to be Catholic, Blessed Mother, 

the Eucharist/Mass

201.933.8967For more info. 

For more information please contact Rich Donovan at 
201-998-0088, ext. 4150, or via email at donovari@rcan.org

Benedictine Monks of Newark Abbey
Weekday Services in St. Mary’s Church

5:00 a.m. Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
6:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
11:40 a.m. Midday Prayer
5:00 p.m. Community Mass
7:00 p.m. Sung Vespers

520 Dr. M.L. King Boulevard, Newark, NJ
(973) 792-5786 or visit www.newarkabbey.org

When Jesus turned around and noticed 
them following Him,

He asked them, 
“What are you looking for?”

They said to Him, “Rabbi,where 
do you stay?”

“Come and see,”
He answered.
John 1:38-39

Have you considered following
after Jesus 

as a Priest, Sister or Brother...?

Fr. John Gabriel, Vocations Director
The Vocations Office

171 Clifton Ave. •P.O. Box 9500
Newark, NJ 07104-0500

(973) 497-4365
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U.S. bishops
urge nations
to maintain
aid for Haiti

WASHINGTON—Archbishop
Timothy Dolan of New York, the
president of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB), earlier this month sent a
message of support to Archbishop
Louis Kebreau of Cap Haitien,
president of the Bishops’ Confer-
ence of Haiti, on the first anniver-
sary of the deadly earthquake that
struck Haiti. 

“I express the ongoing concern
and support of our Conference for
the Church and people of Haiti,”
Archbishop Dolan said. “As we all
gather to prayerfully remember the
dead, as well as those still griev-
ing and suffering, we call on the
Lord’s unfailing presence, to
strengthen us all and the bonds of
communion and solidarity that
have bound us together in the
wake of this tragedy.”

The USCCB has urged the
United States and the international
community to recommit to the re-
construction of Haiti. Bishop
Howard Hubbard of Albany, New
York, chairman of the USCCB
Committee on International
Justice and Peace, acknowledged
that progress of rebuilding the dev-
astated nation has been slow, but

added that recovery from natural
disasters is often a long and ardu-
ous process, even in rich nations.

According to recent TV news
reports, much of Haiti remains in
ruins. Port-au-Prince was the epi-
center of the massive Jan. 12, 2010
earthquake that killed more than
300,000 people.

“Our own nation has seen the
results of natural disasters such as
Hurricane Katrina and has learned
that it takes time to fully recover
from these catastrophes,” Bishop
Hubbard said. “Recovery and re-

building in Haiti is particularly
challenging, since Haiti suffers
from grinding poverty and its ef-
fects, which makes a natural disas-
ter that much harder to overcome.”

Last year the Archdiocese of
Newark responded to the crisis,
donating more than $1.2 million
for disaster relief (see The Catholic
Advocate, Feb. 10 and 24, 2010).
In addition, an archdiocesan team
traveled to Haiti in April to oversee
the delivery of 300 chalices and
700 vestments (see The Catholic
Advocate, May 12, 2010).

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

Archbishop John J. Myers (left) and Rev. Msgr. Beaubrun Ardouin were
celebrants at a Mass for the people of Haiti, which was celebrated last
March at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark. Msgr.
Ardouin, the coordinator for the archdiocesan Haitian Apostolate
and the pastor of Saint Leo Parish, Irvington, grew up in Haiti and
came to the United States more than 30 years ago. During his
homily, he spoke passionately about the suffering in his homeland
and the faith of the Haitian people.

CAN YOU HELP SAVE
A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Naomi” was saved from abortion
and born on 11/13/10. We struggle to keep
our prolife shelters open to provide a
choice for over 300 pregnant women
who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of
God’s innocent preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

The Parish Community 
of Saint Cassian

extends our warmest wishes,
love and gratitude to our pastor 

Rev. Monsignor John Judge
on the occasion of  his retirement.

Thank you for your dedication,
leadership, love and support

to the people of Saint Cassian Church
Upper Montclair

May you be blessed with many  
happy and healthy years of retirement.  



January 26, 2011 5Local News

Abandoning razors, students grow Beards for Breath
SOUTH ORANGE — Looking

into the mirror each morning during
November, seven archdiocesan-area
college students were vividly and
progressively reminded of their
pro-life stance.

Three students from Seton Hall
University (SHU) and four at
Montclair State University (MSU)
were joined by Father James Chern,
university chaplain at MSU and di-
rector of its Newman Catholic Center,
in a unique program dubbed “Beards
for Breath.”

A.J. Garcia, a Fellowship of
Catholic University Students
(FOCUS) missionary on the SHU
campus, organized the effort. Garcia
said the brainstorm came to him dur-
ing a “men’s night” faith and fellow-
ship session at MSU. The idea was a
takeoff on “No Shave November,” or-
ganized in support of the battle
against cancer. Garcia decided to
make Beards for Breath “an exten-
sion” of October as Pro-Life Month.
As Garcia sees it the inconvenience of
not shaving was a reminder of “lives
on the line” each day due to the hor-
rors of abortion. 

Garcia used cyberspace in sup-
port of Beards for Breath putting it
on Facebook. The result was some
8,000 visits to the page and an esti-
mated 800 participants nationwide.

Admitting his first reaction was
“why am I doing this?,” Fr. Chern
quickly became convinced it was a
“great for a fraternity of men to
unite” in support of life. Michael
Thunell said he saw Beards for
Breath as both adding to “voices” in
support of the pro-life movement and
a “male-driven” effort. Picking up on
that latter point, Patrick C. Rivera, a
FOCUS missionary at MSU, cited
the importance of men “coming to-
gether to stand up” for the unborn.

As several members of the group
did, Matthew Higgins, campus min-
ister at MSU along with Fr. Chern,
admitted peer pressure was a factor
in his decision to be part of Beards
for Breath. He felt it went beyond
abortion to the “life issue” in general
such as those on death row. Taking
part in Beards for Breath, he contin-
ued, was an opportunity to “speak
up.” Glen Murphy emphasized the
“purpose” of Beards for Breath and
what is was designed to accomplish.

When he was asked to participate,

Advocate photo – Ward Miele

Bristling with smiles and enthusiasm, eight “Beards for Breath” project participants recently
gathered at the campus ministry office at Seton Hall University in South Orange to review their
faithful hirsute heroics in support of the pro-life movement. Pictured among the “unshaven
octet” are (seated, left to right) Michael Thunell, Father Jim Chern, A.J. Garcia and Patrick C.
Rivera, (standing) Glen Murphy, Anthony Christenson, Matthew Higgins and Joseph Donnelly.
In addition to his hair-raising activities with Beards for Breath program, Fr. Chern serves as the
Catholic chaplain and director of Newman House at Montclair State University.

BY WARD MIELE
Managing Editor

Continued on page 6
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Archbishop John J. Myers Susan Feeney

Gather pipes and drums: Newark
plans 2011 St. Patrick’s parade

NEWARK—Archbishop John
J. Myers and Susan A. Feeney,
Esq., a member of the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem and president-elect of
the NJ State Bar Association—
serving as grand marshal and
deputy grand marshal, respective-
ly—will lead the city’s 76th annual
Saint Patrick’s Day parade, which
will be held on Friday, March 18.

Michael D. Byrne, general
chairman for the event, said this
year’s parade will carry the theme
of “the Second 75 Years.” “We’re
keeping the tradition alive,” Byrne
said. “The parade, like the city, has
weathered a great deal of adversi-
ty over the years. But the Irish, and
like all the people of Newark, we
don’t give up too easily.”

Byrne said the committee was
“honored and humbled” to have
Archbishop Myers and Susan
Feeney leading the Newark pa-
rade this year. In accepting the in-
vitation to lead the parade,
Archbishop Myers said he did so
“with the greatest of pleasure and
excitement. It’s my hope that this
year’s parade will go far in re-
connecting this local Church of
Newark with its Irish ancestry.”

Feeney, speaking on behalf of her
law firm, McCarter and English,
said she was proud to be part of
what the Newark parade to sup-
port the city while celebrating the
life of Saint Patrick.

Representatives of the NJ
Army and Air National Guard will
be featured in the “Escort Section”
of the parade. “These men and
women have made us proud dur-
ing their recent deployments and
we felt it right to recognize them
during the parade,” Byrne said.

Grandstand ceremonies for this
year’s parade will begin at noon.
The parade steps off at 1 p.m.,
starting at the Prudential Center,
165 Mulberry St. The parade route
will travel pass the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center, Saint
Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral and will
end at Washington Park.

Contact Byrne by phone at
(973) 746-3280 or by e-mail
(NewarkParade@gmail.com)
for further information on the
parade. Information on the
event also can be found online
(facebook.com/NewarkParade).

Last year, Dermot Quinn,
Ph.D., a professor of history at
Seton Hall University, wrote a

guest article offering insights into
the life of Saint Patrick (see The
Catholic Advocate, March 10,
2010). Quinn stated that most his-
torians say Saint Patrick was born
in the year 390 and dying around
460, perhaps even as late as 490.

“The Patrick we commemorate
today—the banisher of snakes, the
wielder of shamrocks—is a large-
ly mythic figure,” Quinn wrote.
“The real Saint Patrick, the Patrick
of history, is a far more compelling
figure—a man of prayer, of spiri-
tual depth, of anguished and un-
resting piety. He is a saint for the
modern world as much as for the
dark and troubled world of the late
Roman Empire.”

According to Quinn, Saint
Patrick was not even Irish, but was
brought to Ireland against his will
as a young man and for six years
was a captive; yet somehow that
captivity deepened Saint Patrick’s
faith. “When his days of slavery
were over, he still felt the call of the
Irish, the need to be back among
those who had taken his youth
away from him,” Quinn wrote.

Joseph Donnelly remembered his
initial reaction simply was: “why
not? I like to help people.” Putting
up with the hassle of a beard for
a month, explained Anthony
Christenson, was a “small sacrifice
when you are talking about life
and death.”

Reaction to their beards ran the
gamut. Initially, Thunell said he
was asked by friends if he had sim-
ply forgotten to shave. But, he
stressed, when he explained what
he was doing and why, “it got peo-
ple to think.”

“Shocked” was among the re-
actions he elicited most often
Rivera recalled while he empha-
sized the importance of men “as a
group standing up for life” a senti-
ment echoed by Fr. Chern and
Higgins. Fr. Chern appreciated too
how the effort sparked discussions
about the pro-life movement. In
the same vein, Murphy noted,
questions about why he had start-
ed a beard gave him the “excuse to
get the (pro-life) issue out there.”

Pointing to the solid response
to Beards for Breath, Garcia cited
the “electronic dialogue” that re-
sulted by utilizing Facebook. He
said those who took part in Beards
for Breath campaign used their
beards as “spiritual weapons,
and it worked.”

Beards
Continued from page 5Madonna ChapelMausoleum

Madonna Chapel is a distinctively Catholic 
mausoleum of unsurpassed beauty and serenity on
the grounds of a landmark stone church. The time-
less construction of granite and marble with magnifi-
cent stained glass windows inspires devotion in an 
immaculately maintained indoor setting that allows for
visitation regardless of weather conditions.

• Three fully heated & air-conditioned floors that include a 3rd 
floor skylight atrium and 1st floor courtyard.

• Church of the Madonna offers an 11 oʼclock Special 
remembrance Mass on the last Sunday of each month 
for all departed loved ones.
• Indoor chapel, elegant statues, eternal candles, cremation 

niche and other special attributes.
For information, a free personal planner, or to set up an appointment
without any obligation...CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-392-1951
Visit us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org

Or fill out the information below and send to:
Madonna Chapel Mausoleum, 2070 Hoefleyʼs Lane,

Fort Lee, New Jersey, 07024
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Angelic voices of Dominoes and Jellybeans
‘Gleeful’ sounds resonate throughout Jersey City

S
inging in front of thousands of
people at Radio City Music
Hall, appearing on television
morning shows and having
a CD sold throughout the

country are all in a days work for the
average superstar…or choir member
from Saint Dominic Academy and Our
Lady of Mercy Academy, both located
in Jersey City.

Last fall, The Dominoes of Saint
Dominic Academy and The Jellybeans
from Our Lady of Mercy Academy
were featured on the Fox 5 TV program
“Good Day New York.” With the suc-
cess of the network’s popular show
“Glee,” choirs and school musical
groups have become media darlings.

Joseph Napoli has been director of
The Dominoes for the past 32 years. His
group of 38 high school girls is familiar
with being in the spotlight. They have
performed at Carnegie Hall six times,
were the opening act at Radio City
Music Hall for the annual “Christmas
Spectacular,” and sang with internation-
al superstar Andre Rieu at Nassau

Coliseum. In 2008, The Dominoes per-
formed for then presidential candidate
Barack Obama at his campaign stop at
Saint Peter’s College.

The best cure for stage-fright
nerves, Napoli advised, is being well re-
hearsed. “When ‘Good Day New York’
visited our school, we had a five-hour
rehearsal that Saturday. There is no
better way of calming the group
down than being well prepared.
Everything was live and the girls
were really excited. The news van
was parked outside with this big anten-
na; it was great fun,” Napoli recalled.

The choir director came to the all-
girls Saint Dominic Academy over 30
years ago. Along with instructing social
studies classes, he is moderator of the
school glee club, currently with around
80 members, that encompasses The
Dominoes and other school choirs.

“I started in 1979 and applied to be a
social studies teacher. There wasn’t a
position available but they had an open-
ing for a music teacher. I was in the glee
club at Saint Peter’s college and had
musical experience. It just became a
runaway hobby,” Napoli said. At the

Submitted photo

BY MELISSA MCNALLY
Staff Writer

Preparing lives. One by one.

Creating 

between student and teacher

Individual Attention.  That’s really what 
we’re all about at Oratory Prep in Summit. 

We offer smaller classes, better student/
teacher ratios and more personal 
attention paid to each young man 
in a Catholic setting.

We fully prepare our students for college and 
life beyond, while encouraging their individual 
talents and strengths.

For more information call 908-273-5771 ext 11,
email admissions@oratoryprep.org, or visit us
at oratoryprep.org

Continued on page 13
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Hillside programs
explore methods to
deal with bullying

Submitted photo

KITCHEN CREW—Thirteen students and two teachers from Lacordaire Academy worked for a week
at Saint Johnʼs Soup Kitchen in Newark. Lacordaire, located at 155 Lorraine Ave., Upper Montclair, will
host open-house programs Feb. 2 and March 10, 7 to 8:30 p.m., for prospective students and their par-
ents—the schoolʼs elementary division (co-ed Pre-K through eighth grade), and the secondary division
(young women) grades 9 through 12. Call Joan Hearst at (973) 744-1156, ext. 12 for more information.

HILLSIDE—“Developing the
Greatness Within Your Child” is
the guiding force behind the edu-
cational programs offered at
Hillside Catholic Academy.

Located at 397 Columbia Ave.,
an open house will be held on
Sunday, Jan. 30 from noon to 2
p.m. Call Linda Graca at (908)
686-6740 to make an appointment.

The co-educational academy
utilizes an active student council.
Its executive board includes
Kenya Jaccobs, president; Amabel
Ramos, vice president; Erin
Pernas, secretary and Andre Perez,
treasurer.

“It has been refreshing to be
part of the leadership and excite-
ment within such a vibrant school
community,” Angela Vasil, advisor
to the student government, said.

An important part of the school
year came at a November assem-
bly when an innovative “Be a
Buddy, Not a Bully” program was
launched through the coordinated
efforts of Vasil and the student
government. “The person who has
to learn to change is the bully, not
the victim,” students were told at
the time.

At the assembly, students were
given two pieces of paper. On one
they wrote of an instance in which
they felt they had been bullied.
The papers were then destroyed as
a symbol that the incidents were
now in the past. On the second
piece of paper each student wrote
down their name and handed it to
the student next to them. That stu-
dent wrote down a quality of the
other student that they admired.

The student government played
an active role in explaining the im-
portance of the new program. Each
student signed a poster declaring
commitment to the anti-bullying

effort. In addition a special box has
been placed in the main office for
students to anonymously tell of an
incidence of bullying.

The impact of the program
was immediate. Tayla Gunn from
the third grade said the program
“taught me that if someone bul-
lies me, I simply walk away. You
also have to help someone who is
in trouble.”

Another academy feature is a
state-of-the-art computer labora-
tory complete with a SMART
Board and 23 laptop computers.
There is a SMART Board in each
classroom.

LOOKING
TO THE

FUTURE
St. Joseph of the Palisades 
Elementary School

West New York

(201) 861-3227

info@stjosephpalisadeselem.com

BLESSED POPE JOHN XXIII ACADEMY

OPEN HOUSE
Where Tomorrow’s Leaders Learn Today

8 Saint Cloud Place   West Orange, NJ  07052
973-731-3503     www.bpjxxiii.org

SUNDAY

01/30/2011

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

TUESDAY
02/01/2011

9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.



10 January 26, 2011Catholic Schools Week

Recalling challenges to Catholic education
Under the influence of

Elizabeth Ann Seton and a multi-
tude of other dedicated
Religious, the Catholic School
System grew. By the time I was
ordained in 1957 there were
186,000 female religious, 10,000
brothers and 67,000 priests (reli-
gious and diocesan) in these
United States. Over a million
and half boys and girls were in
Catholic grammar schools and
high school and 600,000 young

men and women in Catholic col-
leges and universities. There
were over 9,000 educational in-
stitutions in all. 

The rest of us, like myself,
who were unable to attend
Catholic schools, learned our
faith from Catechism classes
and from a Catholic culture that
made Mass on Sunday a
“given”—like fish on Friday
and confession on many
Saturdays. We just lived a

Catholic life. We almost ab-
sorbed the faith by osmosis
from our environment.

The accomplishments of
those marvelous, self-sacrificing
priests, Religious and lay people
of that era are miraculous. They
lifted generations of generally
poor and lower middle class
Catholic children morally and
educationally, and created a
mighty army of faith-filled
Catholic Americans who helped
to shape and form our nation in
the 20th century.

Then came the turbulent
1960s. The entire country be-
came convulsed in change.
The era saw civil rights
marches, revolts on college
campuses, anti-war demonstra-
tions, and a culture strongly
influenced by sex, drugs and
rock and roll.

VOICES

By Rev. Msgr. John Gilchrist

T
his week our Catholic
Press is featuring Catholic
Schools Week. It is with

pride and heartache that we can
look back over our Catholic edu-
cational heritage. We can break
the history into two distinct
stages. From 1884, the Third
Council of Baltimore basically
mandated that “a parochial school

must be erected at every church.”
And that “All Catholic parents are
obliged to send their children to
parochial schools unless they pro-
vide adequately and manifestly
for the Christian education of
their children at home or unless
for a sufficient reason, approved
by the bishop they are permitted
to send them to other schools.”

Continued on page 16

A. & C. Bus Corp.
AND

Danforth Plaza
432 Danforth Ave., Jersey City, NJ 07305

Phone
(201) 434-5599 

Fax 
(201) 434-8227

Frank J. Checchia, President



Arts and Sciences • Business • Education • Health Sciences • Human Performance and 
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Main campus in Miami Shores, Florida
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Schools designate Feb. 5
as registration date for
students in Class of 2015

Submitted photo

HONOR SOCIETY PLEDGE—Seventy-seven Paramus Catholic Regional High School (PC) students were
inducted into the National Honor Society (NHS), during a ceremony held in December. Highlighting the in-
duction ceremony was the traditional NHS candle lighting and the announcement of new members followed
by awarding of stoles, pins and cards. Amanda Chivil, PC honor society chapter vice president, led in-
ductees in recitation of the NHS pledge. James P. Vail, PC president, closed the ceremony by congratulat-
ing the students on their many accomplishments. Damian Stobierski, PC honor society chapter president,
is planning to attend Yale University, New Haven, CT, in the fall. Induction into the National Honor Society
is determined by a committee of teachers and administrators. Students must demonstrate excellence in
scholarship by taking at least two honors or advanced placement (AP) classes and maintaining a grade
point average (GPA) of 90 or above. In addition, NHS members display leadership by participating in ex-
tracurricular clubs and activities as well as a commitment to service by volunteering to serve in their local
communities. Character is evaluated through a series of teacher recommendations. Joseph P. Agostino is
the principal of Paramus Catholic (Web site: www.paramuscatholic.org), which has 1,570 students.

NEWARK—Registration for Catholic high schools in the
Archdiocese of Newark, for students in the Class of 2015, will take
place on Saturday, Feb. 5.

It’s anticipated that as many as 3,500 students are expected to reg-
ister, according to Brother Ralph Darmento, F.S.C., deputy superin-
tendent of schools for the Archdiocese of Newark.

Details regarding the registration process will be provided by
Catholic secondary schools in Bergen, Hudson, Essex and Union coun-
ties, such as applications for financial assistance; the completion of
various forms; payment of registration fees; and the acceptance of tu-
ition contracts. In addition, information concerning summer programs
and scholarship opportunities will be available at registration.

Laura Cristiano, director of marketing and communications for the
archdiocesan Schools Office, said schools will have representatives
available to assist parents and students with the registration process.

According to information provided by the archdiocesan Schools
Office, high school students in the Class of 2010 earned more than $275
million in academic grants and scholarships, while 97 percent of the
3,565 graduates of the 32 archdiocesan Catholic secondary schools were
accepted in colleges and universities around the country.

The closer you look, the
more you’ll be amazed.

Mount Saint Mary Academy…your formula for success

For more information, call 908.757.0108 x4506, 
or visit us online at www.mountsaintmary.org.

1645 Route 22 at Terrill Road • Watchung, NJ 07069

A Catholic, independent, college preparatory school

Mount Saint Mary Academy…your formula for success

For more information, call 908.757.0108 x4506, 
or visit us online at www.mountsaintmary.org.

1645 Route 22 at Terrill Road • Watchung, NJ 07069

A Catholic, independent, college preparatory school

WHY MARIST?

...you tell us!
Come and spend a day at 
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CONTACT Ms. Sisk
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State of the Art Library Media Center

Active Campus Ministry Program

Varsity Sports
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time, there were only nine girls in
the glee club. Today, 25-30 percent
of freshmen audition to join the
group. The Dominoes participate
in national competitions and will
even perform at a faculty mem-
ber’s wedding next month.

The popular television show
“Glee,” about a misfit group of
high school choir members, might
have piqued the interest of some
students. However, Napoli has
been mixing popular songs in
with his repertoire of Broadway
medleys and classical arrange-
ments for years.

“I don’t watch the show, but I
know it includes some of the
music I grew up with. If it gets the
kids to sing, then I am all for it. If
you get the kids to sing popular
songs, they will learn to fall in love
with choral literature. I‘m old, but
I’m not an old fogie. I’m open to
new things,” he explained. 

Napoli’s experience in a glee
club transformed his life and be-
lieves choir is a way for students to
feel that they belong. “When I was
in high school, I couldn’t sit still.
Being in musicals opened up a
whole new world for me. Many
students find refuge here and
everyone is accepted. The kids all
want to sing and participate in a
group. For some of them, choir is
a lifeline that gets them through
adolescence. I look at choir as
being an extended family. For peo-
ple that sing together, it is a bond-
ing experience and sense of cama-
raderie that you can’t forget.”

The long-time director hopes to
make it to 50 years at the school
and shows no signs of stopping.
He organized a women’s choir
comprised of alumni, most of
them former Dominoes. There are
even daughters of former glee club
members that Napoli is currently
instructing. Even though times
may get hectic in balancing all his
responsibilities, seeing his stu-
dents discover the joy of music
and performing is most rewarding.

“No matter how frustrating it
gets, I always try to keep the big
picture in mind. I still get up in the
morning with the same enthusiasm
I did 32 years ago; not many peo-
ple can say that. I will never forget
the joy on the faces of students
when they have achieved some-
thing great. They just glow. That
keeps me going,” he explained.

Last December, the Dominoes
invited Our Lady of Mercy Acad-
emy’s choir, The Jellybeans, to
perform at their annual Christmas
concert. “They were lovely and
talented young women,” Napoli
said. “They were polite, profes-
sional and thorough. The Jelly-

beans are a credit to their school
and their director.”

Anthony Coviello is director of
the youth choral group comprised
11 girls, in grades 7 and 8. The
Jellybeans are separate from the
Our Lady of Mercy Academy
youth ministry choir, although
some girls are a member of both
groups. Unlike most glee clubs,
The Jellybeans perform mostly
original material written for them
by Coviello, a long-time musician.
They have recorded a CD, “Back
in School,” available on Ama-
zon.com and iTunes.

Coviello began writing origi-
nal music for students in 2004,
when he volunteered to compose
a new school song “This is My
School” to be performed at gradu-
ation. A year later, he wrote three
more songs for the choir. Both of
his sons attended Our Lady of
Mercy Academy and in 2008,
when his youngest son graduated,
the students requested that he stay.
“I was roped in. There was a
group of fourth graders asking me
not to leave; I couldn’t say no. It
was an honor to be asked to stay,”
Coviello said.

Last year, he decided he want-
ed to record a few of the original
songs as a keepsake. A few girls
auditioned to be in the group, then
without a name. “I thought of The
Jellybeans because the girls are all
sweet and loud; every one of them
is full of personality. We have a
colorful group of girls,” he ex-
plained. From January to April,
the group rehearsed and the album
of seven songs was recorded in
June at Our Lady of Mercy Parish.
Coviello’s friend who is in music
production assembled equipment
in the church as the girls sang in
harmony.

Coviello was surprised by how
well his students performed in the
makeshift recording studio. In
order to have continuity on the
CD, the girls had to make the com-
mitment and record all the songs.
“I made sure to tell them once we
started recording, that there was
nobody in, nobody out. This was
all done on their own time. They

In April, the Dominoes, led by di-
rector Joseph Napoli, will travel to
Myrtle Beach, SC, to compete in a
national competition against high
schools with bigger budgets and
more extravagant productions. “We
are a smaller school and this is an
extracurricular activity,” he said.
“We practice after school and on
Saturdays. I tell the group that you
are only competing against your-
self. Our goal is to just sing music
beautifully.” According to Napoli,
being part of a choral ensemble
teaches students life lessons about
commitment and dedication, as
well as being a creative outlet.

Submitted photo

Continued on page 14

www.unioncatholic.org • 908-889-1600 ext. 302 • 1600 Martine Ave. • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

NOT JUST ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE …

A high school where 100% of our graduates are accepted to college. 

���������	
�����������������������������������������
�����������

�������
��
����
�����������
����
��
����
�
��������������������
��
�����
�������
�������
�����������������
����
�������
�����������
���������������������������� 

!�������������������������
��	
�������������"��#����������������
����
��������������$�%%%�������	
�����
���������������
������������
�������������������
����
#��������������
��
���

��������
�����������
&����������� ����������	
����������������������������������������������
��
�����
��'���
�������������� �

A quality education in a faith-based environment. 

Caldwell College develops
programs that are innovative
and competitive in today’s world.
• 3 Year Bachelor’s Degree

Business Administration and Psychology
• 5 Year Accelerated

B.S./M.S. in Accounting
B.A. in Education/M.A. in Curriculum
and Instruction
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• BSN in Nursing

Nursing Programs • Become a Nurse • R.N. to
B.S.N. • School Nurse Certification
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see caldwell.edusee caldwell.edu

Caldwell, NJ

Learn more about our 29 undergraduate degree
programs, 24 graduate and Ph.D. programs.

RSVP at caldwell.edu or
call 973-618-3500.

Join the Party Van
at our Open House!

FEBRUARY 5, 2011
FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP

9:30 A.M.
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11:00 A.M.

Financial Aid Session
Admission Session • Campus Tour

Continued from page 8
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rehearsed on Thursdays and
recorded on Mondays. They
just picked up (recording) like
ducks to water.”

After “Back to School” was
completed, a student suggested
selling the album as a fund-raiser
for the school. The retail-ready CD
was sold throughout the school
and then was released for outside
consumers. The songs were picked
up by a children’s radio program in
New Mexico and a radio station in
Rhode Island asked to stream the
album on their Web site. Pandora
Radio, the online radio station, re-
cently accepted The Jellybeans’
songs in their library and soon the
group can be heard all over the
country. “This is the only group of
7th grade girls I know that have an
album out on Pandora,” Coviello
said with a laugh.

The music of The Jellybeans
is described as “rock and roll for
kids” and is relatable to the young
audience. Although he composes
the music, Coviello collaborates
with the girls to write lyrics. “The
kids give me the ideas and I in-
clude them in the song. I try to tap
into their creativity. I come up
with the blueprint for a song and

I let them put it together,” he ex-
plained. Songs such as “The Way
too Much Homework Blues” and
“Let Me Sleep” are energetic
tracks enjoyed by both parents
and students.

A keyboard player by trade,
Coviello was a member of the
band Starfleet and stopped per-
forming in 1990. “God works in
mysterious ways. I was out of
music for a long time and it was
my kids that got me back into it.
I thank God for that. I learn more
from the kids than they learn
from me.”

Through The Jellybeans, the
music director believes he has
seen the students grow in confi-
dence. “Music teaches the kids to
concentrate, focus and be dedicat-
ed. In order to record the songs,
you have to have patience and dis-
cipline. Parents have noticed their
daughters come out of their shell.” 

Without the support of parents
and faculty, Coviello noted, The
Jellybeans would not be as suc-
cessful. “Everyone has been so en-
couraging—from the parents, to
teachers and the principal. They
have motivated us to keep doing
this. Everyone is very proud of the
girls and so am I.”

The Jellybeans plan to release
another album of original material
in May.

Choirs

Students demonstrate skill in writing test

NEWARK—The results of the
standardized writing assessment
administered in November 2010
to all 4th and 7th grade students in
the schools of the Archdiocese of
Newark reflect the strength of
writing instruction programs in
Catholic schools.

The CTB Writing Assessment,
developed by national test publish-

er CTB/McGraw-Hill, is adminis-
tered to the students in Grades 4
and 7 each November.

The 2010 writing assessment
results for both Grade 4 and Grade
7 indicate that on average students
in the Catholic schools of the
Archdiocese of Newark exhibit
above-average writing skills. In
addition to the students’ strong
performance on the writing as-
sessment, Grades 2 through 7
achieved above-average median

national percentile scores on the
language section of the TerraNova
standardized tests administered in
March 2010.

The purpose of the writing as-
sessment is to provide teachers
and school administrators with an
objective rating of students’ writ-
ing proficiency. The results of the
assessment provide information
about the development of the writ-
ing skills of individual students, as
well as group achievement. This

data is used to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of writing programs and
the instructional needs of students.

The CTB Writing Assessment
requires students to respond in
writing to a specific prompt. The

writing task is completed in a
classroom, under the supervision
of a teacher/proctor, during a 30-
45 minute period. Once it is com-
pleted, the student’s writing sam-
ple is submitted to CTB/McGraw-
Hill for scoring by a trained
evaluator.

Continued from page 13

BY BARBARA DOLAN
Special to The Catholic Advocate
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Schools Office portal educates parents on education
BY LAURA CRISTIANO
Special to The Catholic Advocate

I
t’s quite a shock when you
realize that the children
who are graduating from
our Catholic high schools
this year have never known

what it is like to be without the
Internet at their disposal. Most
of them were born in either 1992
or 1993, and the Internet took
off exponentially in 1995 when
Windows 95 came out.

They didn’t just watch Elmo on
Sesame Street on TV, they inter-
acted with him on their computer
screen. When they got older, they
branched out into online games,
forums and chat rooms. There is
almost nothing they haven’t man-
aged to do online be it applying to
college or finding tickets to a NJ
Devil’s hockey game. They’ll be
going off to college in the fall
armed with laptops outfitted with
wireless connections ready to
keep in touch with their parents,
not by letter or email, but by

posting on their Facebook walls. 
It’s stunning to look back and

reflect on how much things have
changed in the online world in less
than 20 years. Back in the 1990’s
services like America Online
(AOL) and Compuserve brought
us to the online world where we
were charged by the minute for
usage. Families added extra phone
lines so they could dial up and be
online in a lightning fast two min-
utes. Businesses debated whether
this online thing was just a fad.
Creating your own Web site prob-
ably involved hiring computer sci-
ence major who hand coded your
site in html. When user-friendly
programs like DreamWeaver and
FrontPage hit the market, it gave
the average person a chance to cre-
ate their own Web site.

Today the question isn’t
“Should I have a Web pres-
ence?” but rather “What should
my Web presence look like?”, or
“Has my Web site modernized
with the times?”

The Schools Office of the

Continued on page 18

Archdiocese of Newark
tackled these questions head
on last spring. In studying
the Web sites of schools of-
fices in dioceses around the
United States, one thing was
quickly realized: many dio-
ceses (San Francisco and
New York just to name two.)
were creating Web sites for
their school offices that were
independently maintained
from their dioceses’ Web
sites. The reason? The vol-
ume of information and up-
dates that needed to go out
on the schools office pages
was overwhelming diocesan Web
masters.

The solution was for schools
offices to establish their own pages
on their own URL that really cre-
ated a vital information portal—

not only for those whose children
were already enrolled in Catholic
schools, but also for those who
were just considering this option,
and turned to the Internet to ex-
plore the possibilities.

This is not to say
that these schools of-
fices severed all ties
with their diocese, a
link to their new sites
was still found on the
main pages of their
diocesan sites, but that
the general public need-
ed their information in a
different format. 

Several priorities
were established for
the new archdiocesan
Schools Office page. In
addition to retaining the
information that was al-

ready on the archdiocesan schools
section, a new format that allowed
for a more creative and eye-catch-
ing presentation was going to be
key. A user-friendly navigation

Catholic -values based curriculum
State-of -the art Science Lab
Newly renovated facility
Award Winning Faculty
Interactive SmartBoard technology in all K-8 classrooms
Received Innovation in Education Award from 
Today’s Catholic Teacher magazine in 2007 & 2010

The Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Newark (serving Bergen,
Essex, Hudson and Union counties) offer a positive, encouraging and safe
environment where children can grow in body, mind, and spirit. Our caring,
qualified teachers provide a strong academic foundation. We are deeply

committed to helping
students develop into
productive, responsible
adults and citizens with
goals and direction.

Where Faith & 
Knowledge Meet

Para más informacíón (973) 497-4258 o visita www.rcanschools.org.

To learn more call (973) 497-4258 or visit www.rcanschools.org.

3 97% of graduates advance to college
3 NJ core content standards met or exceeded
3 High academic standards
3 Christ-centered values
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From chalkboards to Smart Boards

St. Joseph the Carpenter School
still excels

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

Registration NOW OPEN for all new students
St. Joseph the Carpenter School, Roselle, New Jersey
Mrs. Maryellen Woodstock, M.S., Ed.S, Principal
woodstock@stjosephsroselle.org
908-245-6560 FAX 908-245-3342

• Safe and sacred environment; 
Catholic Identity sustained: other
denominations respected.

• Teachers fully certified and 
students /teacher ratio
competitive  

• Excels in National Standard 
testing results

• High technology, Network access,
interactive Smart boards in all 
classrooms

• Advanced Math, World Language,
Gifted & Talent classes, and 
tutoring available

• Prepares students to compete in 
world of diversity

• Team sports:Track & Field, 
Basketball, Volleyball, Soccer, 
Cheerleading, Golf

• Before and After-Care available.

Continued from page 10

For many Catholics, Vatican
II was a wrenching experience.
It was a change, but the change
was too vast, too quick, and too
radical. Yes, the updating of the
faith (especially in Scripture)
was necessary. But observe the
results, particularly upon
Catholic school system.

In a book entitled “The
American Catholic Heritage”
published by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(1992), Father William Byron,
S.J. listed seven forces that
have weakened our Catholic ed-
ucational system today. Each
one of these forces deserves a
dissertation, but all I can do is
list them:
•   “Rising costs of teacher remu-

neration and aging physical
plants

•   A diminishing number of reli-
gious and priests in education

•   New apostolic challenges for
priests and religious especially
in social action

•   Changing values in society.
The dominant value in
America today is materialism.

•   Spiritual and religious values
have been compressed.

•   Changes in the family. Strong
social forces, a revolution in
the social life of society has
affected the attitudes of stu-
dents and parents toward
Catholic education.

•   Reduced discrimination against
Catholics. Upward social mo-
bility has caused non-Catholic
(public) schools to become
more attractive. (They are of
course free.)

•   “Increased acceptance by
Catholics of cultural plural-
ism.” Catholics are comfort-
able in America – and as a re-
sult many are less rigid in their
practice of religion.
Since Fr. Byron wrote his

little thesis, things have grown
demonstrably worse. Catholic
education on the elementary
level has been devastated. We
have far fewer but arguably
more excellent schools.

However, we who have
spent our lives in the trenches
are fully aware that the great
enemy to our Catholic faith is
religious ignorance.

So, all hail to that great
army of teachers and catechists
who struggle year by year to
produce that most precious
product of Catholic education:
well informed, devout and
faithful Catholic young people.
Together those catechists and
teachers at all levels are re-
building the City of God.

Challenges

425 Paramus Road, Paramus, NJ 07652
201-445-4466 • www.paramuscatholic.com

• Class of 2010 earned $29,000,000 in scholarships and grants
• 126 courses, including 26 Honors and 16 AP level courses
• Cost effective tuition for families
• Large school offerings, small class size
• Campus Ministry and Service Programs
• Convenient transportation options from towns throughout 

North Jersey

Diane Moser Quintet to swing
Feb. 25 at Caldwell College

CALDWELL—The Diane Moser Quintet will perform an evening
of jazz music at Caldwell College on Friday, Feb. 25 at 8 p.m.

The concert will feature music from their recording “Looking
Forward, Looking Back,” Moser’s film score from the award-winning
documentary “Breaking Boundaries: The Art of Alex Masket,” and two
recent projects, “MacDowell’s Woodlands—The Birdsong Project” and
“Music of the Spheres-Intervallic Dreams.”

The concert will be held in the college’s Alumni Theatre with a recep-
tion to follow. Tickets are $20 for general admission and $15 for students
and seniors. Subscription and group discounts are available. To purchase
tickets online, please visit the college Web site (www.caldwell.edu). For
additional information, call (973) 618-3299 or (973) 618-3326.

A pianist and composer, Moser teaches in Montclair. Born and raised
in Iowa, she began her music career in the mid-1970s. Other instruments
in the quintet include bass, drums, alto sax, clarinet and trombone. Submitted photo

SAFE AND SECURE—Sister Philomena McCartney (left), principal
of Visitation Academy in Paramus, recently welcomed members of
the local Police Department for a state-mandated “First Responder
Lock Down Drill.” The officers addressed faculty and students and
shared their expertise in explaining the proper way to react in an
emergency with emphasis on maintaining order and cooperation.
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Celebrating
Catholic Education

in 

Downtown Jersey City

St. Anthony High School

St. Mary High School

St. Peter Prep

Our Lady of Czestochowa

Resurrection School

“DIVIDENDS FOR LIFE”

Come Discover
Saint Aloysius Elementary Academy!

Visit us during our Open House:
Saturday, February 5, 2011

Time: 3pm - 5pm
Location: 721 Westside Avenue, Jersey City

Phone #: 201-433-4270
Pre-K 3&4 • K-8th Grade • Middle States Accredited

Before & After Care Offered • Financial Aid Available
For more information about our school and our Catholic Schools Week

activ ities, please v isit our website: www. s t al el em. o rg
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NJ council applauds creativity,
insights of Maryann Carolan

SCOTCH PLAINS– Maryann Carolan, a humanities teacher at
Union Catholic Regional High School, has been selected as the “2010
Nonpublic Teacher of the Year” finalist by the New Jersey Council for
Private Education (NJ CAPE) and the New Jersey Department of
Education Advisory Committee for Non-public Schools. 

A member of the Union Catholic Class of 1986, Carolan has taught
at her alma mater the past two decades. She received a bachelor’s degree
in Speech and Theater from Montclair State University, a master’s de-
gree in Education from Walden University and was a fellow at Saint
Andrew’s University.

During her career she has taught a variety of English courses and is
the assistant chair of the humanities program. She is also director of the
school’s performing arts group.

This is the second consecutive year that a member of the Union
Catholic faculty has been recognized as a Non-Public Teacher of
Year finalist.

Students set
to teach
tech skills

FRANKLIN LAKES —Stu-
dents at Academy of the Most
Blessed Sacrament will share their
information technology skills with
the senior citizens of Most Blessed
Sacrament Parish.

Aquinas Scholars and Scholars
in Training—students in grades
four to eight, under the direction of
Christopher Wild, academy tech-
nology coordinator—will begin an
eight-week program in February,
working with the seniors in an
hour-long class, providing “how-
to” information on using comput-
ers and the Internet.

Going forward, the program
will evolve and the curriculum de-
termined by the needs of those en-
rolled in the course. Students will
launch the program by having the
seniors answer a short survey to
establish their level of technical
experience as well as determine
the ways in which the seniors want
to use computers.

Lacordaire
seeks jeans

UPPER MONTCLAIR—The
Mission Club at Lacordaire
Academy is a participant in the an-
nual “Jeans for Teens” drive in
support of homeless young people.
Items can be dropped off at the
main entrance of the school, which
is located at 155 Lorraine Ave.
(corner of Park Street), through
Feb. 13. Call the academy at (973)
744-1156 for details.

KEARNY—Robert J. McCarty,
executive director of the National
Federation for Catholic Youth
Ministry Inc., will address the
topic of fostering the positive de-
velopment of young people during
a special forum on Wednesday,
Feb. 2, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., at the
archdiocesan office of Youth and
Young Adults Ministries and Youth
Retreat Center, 499 Belgrove Dr.

In his presentation “Pastoral
Care of the Adolescent: A Church
and Community Challenge,”
McCarty will focus on practical
strategies for crisis intervention
and building the assets of young
adults.

Contact Rich Donovan by
phone (201) 998-0088, ext. 4150
or via e-mail (donovari@rtcan.org)
for more information.

Kearny center
to host forum

Submitted photo 

Maryann Carolan (second from left), receiving her 2010 Nonpublic
Teacher of the Year finalist plaque, is congratulated by (left to right)
Brother Ralph Darmento, F.S.C., deputy superintendent of schools for
the Archdiocese of Newark; John OʼNeill, associate superintendent of
schools; and Sister Percylee Hart, the principal of Union Catholic.
“Maryann is an innovative teacher who is never intimidated by new
teaching approaches,” Sr. Percylee said during an interview last summer.
“She has always been a visionary far in advance of others. Her unique
insights and distinctive temperament endear her to the students.” 
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structure that allowed for continu-
ity in branding and easy to find
menu items was a must.
Photographs featuring students,
teachers, parents, pastors, etc. car-
rying out their mission in action
photos were necessary to highlight
the textual information. A news
section that covered the fabulous
happenings in our elementary and
high schools needed to be added.
Furthermore, this news section
needed to accommodate not only
photos and press releases, but
video as well. 

After months of work last sum-
mer and lots of tweaking in the
fall, the Schools Office page for
the Archdiocese of Newark
(www.rcan/schools.org) was offi-
cially “open for business” just be-
fore Thanksgiving weekend.

Rev. Msgr. Kevin M. Hanbury,
the archdiocesan superintend-
ent of schools and vicar for ed-
ucation, sent out an e-mail blast
wishing all principals a blessed
Thanksgiving and notifying
them of the site. The site was
well received and several prin-
cipals responded with press re-
leases of current news events to
be added to the site.

Since its creation, numerous
parents have found the Web site
to be useful in learning more
about Catholic education for their
children. Parents have inquired

about the High School Entrance
Exam (COOP) and Catholic
Schools Week open houses.
Prospective teachers have asked
about employment in our schools.
Graduates have asked about ob-
taining transcripts.

The outreach is even global. A
recent e-mail came from a gentle-
man from Australia who stated,
“We are a Catholic family of four
and our faith is very important to
us. I have been offered a role in
New York for two years and one of
the key considerations in my deci-
sion making is whether I can get

my two daughters, who will be age
eight and four next year, into a
Catholic school.” The family was
quite impressed by what they saw
online and they are now consider-
ing settling in New Jersey.

As with all Web sites, it will be
a constant work in progress that

Academy hosts SFIC trustees
ELIZABETH—Donors and

corporate sponsors saw firsthand
the work of the Archdiocese of
Newark’s Scholarship Fund for
Inner-City Children (SFIC) at its
annual trustees breakfast held re-
cently at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Academy.

Under the direction of Deacon
Joseph Caporaso, the academy
was established two years ago
through the merger of Blessed
Sacrament, Saint Anthony and
Saint Mary of the Assumption el-

Web site
Continued from page 15

ementary schools.
Upon arrival those attending

the breakfast were welcomed by
student ambassadors who gave
them a tour of the school. During
the breakfast served by the stu-
dents, the school choir sang
Christmas carols in several lan-
guages.

Krystina Jimenez, an eighth
grader representing the 83-mem-
ber student body receiving partial-
tuition scholarships, spoke of the
impact her scholarship has had on
her and her family. 

“Seeing how our contribution
impacts the lives of these children
is the best Christmas gift ever”
Marie Frazza, of the Frazza
Family Foundation, said.

SFIC is providing 2,200 low
income K-12 students with $2.6
million in partial tuition schol-
arships to attend private and
parochial schools in the four
counties of the Archdiocese of
Newark. Applications are being
accepted for the 2011-12 school
year. For information on how to
apply or make a donation call
(973) 497-4279 or visit the SFIC
Web site (www.sficnj.org). Gerard
T. O’Connor is the executive di-
rector of the SFIC.

Since its creation, numerous parents have
found the Schools Office Web site

(www.rcan/schools.org) to be useful in
learning more about Catholic education

for their children.

will continue to develop with the
changing times. The hope is that
current and future school families
will find the site useful.

(Editor’s note: Laura Cristiano
is the Web-savvy director of mar-
keting and communications for
the archdiocesan Schools Office.)

145 PLAINFIELD AVENUE, METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 08840
732-549-7600 ext. 221 (ADMISSIONS)

www.stjoes.org

CLASS
OF 2010…

$23 Million
in College
ScholarshipsCLASS OF 2015

SEATS STILL
AVAILABLE!

With a Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus School

Education:
your child will be 

prepared to meet the
challenges of life 

and respond to the needs
of the present and future

community.

Open House
Jan. 31 to Feb. 3
9:00 to 11:00 A.M.

Registration is any time during Open
House or School Office Hours

MostSacred
Heart  of Jesus

School
6 Bond Street, 

Wallington, New Jersey 07057
Tel. (973)777-4817 Fax (973)777-4982

www.mshschool.org
E-mail: mostsacredheartschool

@comcast.net
School Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

on days school is in session

MSH

Submitted photo

NEW PRINCIPAL—Sr. Mary Felicia Brodowski (center), president of
Saint Anthony High School, Jersey City, recently introduced Charles
Alexander Tortorella (left) as the schoolʼs new principal. Tortorella,
who has served Hobokenʼs board of education for 40 years, official-
ly moved into the post on Jan. 24. He replaces Mathew Glowski,
Ed.D. (right), who has served as principal for the last five years.

LAKEWOOD—Georgian Court University, 900 Lakewood Ave.,
will hold a series of “Instant Decision Day” programs all at 10 a.m. on
Jan. 28, Feb. 18, Feb. 23, March 18 and April 1.

High school seniors can attend a simulated class, meet with an ad-
missions counselor and get an admissions decision all in the same day.
The program also includes a campus tour.

Those planning to attend must register online at the university’s Web
site (www.georgian.edu/admissions/decision.htm) and bring their high
school transcripts including a list of their senior year courses. SAT or
ACT scores and any recommendations should be delivered in a sealed
envelope. Resumes are optional.

Students will receive instant scholarship eligibility notifications.
Applicants for the nursing programs must have minimum SAT scores of
500 on both critical reading and math or an ACT composite score of 21
as well as GPA of 3.0. For additional information call (732) 987-2760.

Founded and sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of New Jersey,
Georgian Court University is located on a 156-acre estate, which for-
merly belonged to financier George Jay Gould. 

Georgian Court University
plans ‘Decision Day’ events
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Academy ‘adventures’ aim to inspire pupils
BERGENFIELD—Whether

it’s robotics or chess, karate or avi-
ation, Transfiguration Academy
has a class for you. The elemen-
tary school offers students diverse,
innovative electives and extra-cur-
ricular activities to supplement a
quality Catholic education. 

This month, the academy will
be the first school to implement
the “DB Adventures” educational
series into the curriculum. Club-
house Adventures Inc., described
as a small socially conscientious
company focusing on providing
empowering educational tools for
children, originated the series.
Creators Tracey Serebin and Lee
Glynn developed seven charac-
ters, each having their own special
talents and interests, with whom
children ages five through 11 can
relate and find guidance. 

The story revolves around a
group of youngsters who befriend
a new member of their clubhouse.

Sal Tralongo, principal of Trans-
figuration Academy, believes
the program will synergize well
with religion, social studies and
reading courses. He said the pro-
gram is designed to help chil-
dren use their imagination,
develop problem solving skills
and cultivate a social conscience
based on Gospel values.

“We are the first elementary
school to use the series and
William Paterson University will
adopt the program in the sum-
mer. We hope to integrate ‘DB
Adventures’ into the curriculum
to supplement the classes. It
also teaches kids about communi-
ty,” Tralongo explained.

An extra-curricular math team
also was formed this month. For
students who have an aptitude
for the subject, the group meets
Saturdays to work on problems
individually or in groups. Last
summer the school constructed a
new engineering and technology
lab “En-Tech” to help provide
students with practical applica-
tions for their math, science,
computer and technology classes
(see The Catholic Advocate,
Aug. 25, 2010).

Tralongo receives ideas for
electives and extra-curricular ac-
tivities from both students and fac-
ulty. The year is broken down into
trimesters and students can sign up
for whatever interests them each

period. Innovative classes and sub-
jects are often introduced at the
school for a more well-rounded
education. Traditional sports
teams, such as basketball and ten-
nis, are also available.

“The activities have children
working together in a fun and
safe environment,” Tralongo said.
“The after-school programs devel-

op their skills in a structured envi-
ronment where students can prac-
tice good sportsmanship and team-
work. There is a valuable lesson in
both winning and losing.”

A former vice president at JP
Morgan Chase, Tralongo previ-
ously served as principal of
Ascension School, New Milford,

Continued on page 21

BY MELISSA MCNALLY
Staff Writer

Sal Tralongo

St. Bartholomew Academy
The Catholic Academy that makes a difference

in your child’s life.

Open House
Sunday, January 30, 1-3PM

2032 Westfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908.322.4265

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org

Strive Achieve

Build
Why Choose Felician?

 Call or click to sign-up!
201.559.6131 

www.felician.edu 
admissions@felician.edu

Lodi and Rutherford, NJ 

Felician College
S T U D E N T S  F I R S T

OPEN HOUSE  
FEBRUARY 26 & APRIL 16, 2011

UNDERGRADUATE
ARTS & SCIENCES
Allied Health Technologies*
Art (Fine Art, Graphic Design, New Media)
Biology
 Pre-Audiology program*
 Pre-Chiropractic program*
 Pre-Medical track
 Pre-Occupational Therapy program*
 Pre-Optometry program*
 Pre-Physical Therapy program*
 Pre-Physician Assistant program*
 Pre-Podiatry program*
Clinical Laboratory Sciences*
Communications
 Journalism, Digital Video Production 
Computer Information Systems
 Information Assurance and Computer Security
 Health Information Management*
Criminal Justice
English
History
Humanities
 Liberal Studies
 Global Peace and Justice Studies
Mathematics
Music
Natural Science & Mathematics
 General Science
Philosophy
 Pre-Law track
Psychology
Religious Studies
Social Sciences
 International Education & Foreign Language
 Political Science
Sociology
*Joint/Articulated programs – contact us for details
BUSINESS
Accounting
Business Administration
International Business
Management
Marketing
5-Year BS/MBA
EDUCATION
Elementary Education (K-5)
Elementary Education (K-5) with P-3 Endorsement
Elementary Education with Subject Specialization (5-8)
Secondary Education (K-12) Art, English, History, Math, Music**, Science
Elementary K-5 and Teacher of Students with Disabilities (K-12) Endorsement
**Pending
NURSING
Nursing (BSN)

  Academic excellence
  More than 55 academic programs
  Small class size – personal attention
  Safe, nurturing, Franciscan community
  Internship opportunities
  NCAA Division II athletics
  Generous scholarship opportunities
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SCHOOL SPIRIT
WEEK—Students at
Marist High School,
Bayonne, recently
took part in the annual
School Spirit Week
festivities, a series of
fun programs de-
signed to cultivate
school unity. Marist
seniors (left to right)
Karen Dava, Mia
Cruz, Nikki Hijos, Mia
Jamilano and Luwin
Changco are pictured
as characters from the
hit science-fiction
movie “Avatar.”

Submitted photo

LIBRARY REDEDICATED—Members of the Felician College community came together in November in a
ceremony to rededicate and bless the Felician College Library in Lodi. Pictured are (left to right) Sister M.
Alexandra Marie Kolat, Sister M. Carmeline Kowalsik, Sister M. Aloysius Morgan, Paul Glassman, Felician library
director, and Sister M. Victoria Olender. The celebration was the culmination of a yearlong renovation project that
included the addition of a wireless network, ergonomic chairs, individual computer stations and new study areas.

Submitted photo

Mother Seton Regional High School
The Unique School for Girls with a Strong Tradition of

Academic Excellence and Seton Spirit

Catholic Schools:  A+ for America" and A+ for MOTHER SETON RHS!!!

REGISTRATION, CLASS OF 2015: 
9:00am  Saturday, February 5th

732-382-1952 •  motherseton.org • Valley Road, Clark, NJ 07066

100% 
College Acceptance

• 
Five National Commended 

Students   
•

Two National Hispanic 
Recognition Program 

Scholars
• 

Five Advanced Placement 
Scholars

Sunday, Jan. 30 Wednesday, Feb. 2
11:30-1:30 9-11 and 1-2

 
Sunday, January 30th 

1:30 – 3:30 pm 
 
 

Monday, January 31st 
through 

Friday, February 4th 
9:00 am - 11:00 am 

 
 

Tuesday, February 1st 
6:30-8:30 pm 

THE ACADEMY AT SAINT MARY    
Where Faith and Knowledge Meet 

 

 

T H E  A C A D E M Y  AT  S A I N T  M A R Y  

Offers : 
 Full Day Kindergarten 
 Pre-K3 & Pre-K4     

               (½ & Full day sessions available)                     
 Before & After Care 
 Weekly Mass attendance 
 Smart Boards in grades K-8 
 Gifted and Talented Program 
 Advanced Placement Courses 

     for our Junior High students 
 Enrichment and Summer Camps 
 Rosetta Stone Language Lab 
 iPads and PC’s  

 
We strive to instill in our students sound moral 

and spiritual values rooted in the teachings of Jesus 
enabling them to live in a culturally diverse world. 

WWW.ACADEMYATSMES.COM 
72 Chestnut Street Rutherford, NJ 07070 

 
Tel 201.933.8410      Fax 201.531.9020 

O P E N  H O U S E  &  
R E G I S T R A T I O N  

Immaculate Conception High School
Lodi, New Jersey

Celebrates Catholic Schools Week
�A+ for America�

Join us for our Open House
for prospective students

Monday evening, January 31, 2011
7 � 9 P. M.

�… forming young women of competence, 
compassion and commitment since 1915.�
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Continued from page 19

Academy
and was selected to lead the
merged academy. Transfiguration
Academy (Web site: www.trans-
figurationacademy.org) is in its
fifth year since the merging of
three local Bergen County
schools—Saint Mary, Dumont;
Saint John, Bergenfield; and
Ascension, New Milford. The
academy, which serves students
in Pre K through eighth grade, is
located at 10 Bradley Ave. 

“Being principal during the
school merger confirmed my be-
lief that good people working to-
gether can accomplish anything. I
believe everyone can learn and
have fun will doing it,” he said.

A strong advocate of Catholic
education, Tralongo stresses the
importance of Christian values
throughout the curriculum. “A
good academic foundation pre-
pares students to be successful in
their careers; a good Catholic
education prepares them to be
successful in life. It is important
to have a well-balanced envi-
ronment for the children to
thrive. Everything we do at

‘It is important to have a well-balanced environment for the
children to thrive. Everything we do at Transfiguration Academy

is surrounded by and permeated with Gospel values.’
—Sal Tralongo

Submitted photo

Sal Tralongo, Transfiguration Academy principal, said itʼs most rewarding to learn that the academyʼs former
students flourish in higher education. Students are encouraged to focus on academic work in the classroom as
well as learn lessons through activities, such as chess, outside the classroom. “Students come back and tell
me how well prepared they were for high school,” Tralongo said. “Our students join clubs that help their com-
munities and also excel academically. Hopefully, we are providing seeds that grow into good Catholic leaders.”

Transfiguration Academy is sur-
rounded by and permeated with
Gospel values.”

Tralongo gives credit to his fac-
ulty for not only volunteering to
lead the unique classes and clubs,
but for serving as role models to
students. “The teachers not only
provide the basics, but they volun-
teer their time for greater causes.
The faculty feed the homeless at
Hackensack Family Shelter and
asked students to help make
desserts. That, to me, is Catholic
education—the willingness to go
above and beyond. The teachers
are very fine individuals that lead
by example.” 

The emphasis on spirituality
resonates with students and the
school’s many activities can serve
as an outlet for creatively express-
ing faith. “We have a poetry night
in the spring and I was impressed
by how many of the original
works involved God and helping
others. I was very proud of that.”

As reported, last September
the academy launched the inno-
vative Energy and Technology
(En-Tech) program, which
focuses on the applied learning
of science principles. En-Tech
offerings include computer

programming, engineering proj-
ects such as bridge building,
broadcasting, graphic design
and utilization of Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) informa-
tion to create a graphic data
base in relation with a particu-
lar area of study.

 ANGELS
   FLY
 HIGHER

S P O N S O R E D  by  T H E  S C H O O L 
S I S T E R S  of  N OT R E  D A M E

Academy of the  Holy Angels 
315 Hillside Avenue 
Demarest NJ 07627  
phone 201.768.7822

If ever presented with a crowd of AHA students, you can be sure that Amber will be right in 
front. With a magnetic personality that is both outgoing and welcoming, Amber’s generous 
spirit recently earned her AHA’s Kindness Award. Performing and philanthropy happen to  
go hand in hand in her life – her skits and dancing were a big hit at AHA’s 
International Night, which helped raise money for the Arise and  
Walk Foundation. A dedicated athlete and a leader on Student 
Council, it seems there’s nothing Amber can’t do. Yet this is 
a common example of an AHA girl – simply amazing.

Visit our website to learn more:

www.holyangels.org

• Accepting applications for incoming freshman
and 10th and 11th graders

• Senior class (to date) have been offered 
$488,000 in college scholarship money

155 Lorraine Avenue, Upper Montclair
www.lacordaire.net

An Independent Catholic School Rooted in the Dominican Tradition

Join Us for Our Next Open House—7- 8:30 pm
Wednesday, February 2nd

Thursday, March 10th

Christ the Teacher
Interparochial School

Fort Lee

“Celebrates” 
Catholic School’s

Week
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Schools hope to reap harvest by planting ‘seeds’

I
n the Broadway Show
“Gigi,” there is a wonderful
song with the lyric “Ah, I
remember it well.” I am
sure many of you who are

reading this Catholic Schools
Week special report in The
Catholic Advocate remember well
your academic and spiritual expe-
riences at an elementary and/or
secondary Catholic School.

Perhaps at times the discipline
was tough and the studies chal-
lenging, but look at what you have
become—a person of prayer and a
person with a Christ-like character.
You have become a critical thinker
and productive member of society.
Many of you perhaps even attend-
ed a Catholic university.

I believe that it is time for all
Catholics to once again remember
Catholic schools. Our memories of
friends made, cultures shared and
passionate awareness of social jus-
tice concerns have made many of
us better and more mature in our
spiritual response to live out the
Gospel message—to love God
and neighbor.

Some leaders of business and
government have stated that the
best workers in society are those
who have had some Catholic edu-
cation experiences in their back-
ground. Studies have shown that
those who have shared in this gift
bring the gifts of punctuality, disci-
pline, and social awareness to the
workplace. Of course, studies have
flaws, but these things are very
nice to hear.

If we recall our early school-

ing, we can fondly remember that
the environment within the walls
of a Catholic school reflects the
love of God. We continually hear
from new enrolled families that
the Catholic school is welcoming.
It is sad that, for many of us, our
elementary school may no longer
exist. However, we must continue
to pass along the message and love
of our past to future generations. 

Unfortunately, many of today’s
young families are not blessed with
the great opportunity that we
had—namely, no tuition or very
limited school contributions. With
the cost of maintaining school
buildings, the extremely costly
health benefit packages, and the
providing of a just salary to all em-
ployees have added to the problem
of affordability. As the operational
costs increase, families in today’s
economic climate often cannot al-

ways afford the wonderful gift of
giving their children the benefits of
a Catholic education. In turn this
has led to declining enrollments.

Another very sad reason is the
decrease in Catholic families prac-
ticing their faith, and so not all un-
derstand the great value and the
wonderful outcomes that can re-
sult from children attending
Catholic schools. 

Nonetheless, it is believed that
some of our Catholic families
might be able to afford this oppor-
tunity and need to be invited to
come and join in the family atmos-
phere for which our schools have
been so well known. Our schools
need to become more astute in
their marketing and development.
Throughout the United States,
many dioceses have a smaller
number of Catholic schools but
still provide excellent Catholic

Msgr. Kevin Hanbury

education. It isn’t the amount of
buildings that make Catholic
education a success. It is the end
product and the results that are
meaningful.

Home school associations and
school boards have truly raised the
bar in these areas. Even the
Schools Office in partnership with
the Development Office of the
Archdiocese of Newark has assist-
ed in this process. Right now there
are two members of the archdioce-
san Office of Development and
Stewardship—Carla Repollet, the
executive director, and Gesenhia
Lopez, the coordinator and data-
base manager for the SEEDs pro-
gram—who have worked tireless-
ly to provide various workshops to
assist principals, lay leaders and
volunteers in implementing an ef-
fective development program.

The SEEDS program (“Secur-
ing Elementary Education through
Development Solutions”) is a
privately funded effort to support
Catholic schools by helping them
develop and/or strengthen their
fund-raising efforts. This pro-
gram strives to raise contribu-
tions by identifying, cultivating

BY MSGR. KEVIN M. HANBURY
Special to The Catholic Advocate

January 27 • 10:00am - 11:00am Kindergarten
February 3 • K - 8th 

9:00am - 11:00am & 7:00pm - 8:00pm

235 Bloomfield Ave. • Caldwell, NJ 07006
(973) 226-3386

Co-Sponsored by the Catholic Churches of:

Saint Aloysius   Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Notre Dame
Caldwell                             Roseland                      North Caldwell

Principal: Ms. Dorothy D. McMahon 

Visit us at: www.trinityk8.com

OPEN HOUSE/
REGISTRATION

For All Parents of
Prospective Students

“A Middle States 
Accredited School”

Article written by Msgr. Robert Meyer, Pastor of Sts. Peter & Paul
Ss. Peter and Paul Church is proud to co-sponsor Hoboken
Catholic Academy (“HCA”) as we celebrate Catholic Schools
Week. Along with the other Hoboken parishes and St.
Lawrence, Weehawken, we are blessed to have a Catholic
school to call our own!

Believe it or not, HCA serves Hoboken and over a dozen addi-
tional communities beyond Hoboken. With a student popula-
tion of 400, our students represent a veritable United Nations of
nationalities, each one more talented than the next.

HCA possesses SmartBoards in all classes Kindergarten through
grade 8, two mobile carts with 25 MacBooks on each cart for
technology integration into the curriculum, with a growing wish
list to continue to improve these resources to truly make HCA
“state of the art”.

This Catholic Schools week, we salute Principal, Rose Perry, our
parishioner, her talented and experienced faculty, of which 50%
have between 20-30 years of teaching experience.

Our graduates attend many of the most reputable high schools
in the NY/NJ area. Currently, HCA is in the process of seeking
Middle States accreditation in April, 2011. Closely tied to the
mission of the co-sponsoring parishes, our students benefit from
“reading”, “writing” and “religion” every day.

God bless Hoboken Catholic Academy, the students, parents,
teachers, and all those who support it!

Hoboken Catholic Academy 
Open Houses will be held on

Thursday, February 3, 2011, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Saturday, February 5, 2011, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Benedictine Academy is the secondary school
that prepares college-bound young women to 

Listen, Learn, Love and Lead... 
this is the Benedictine Way!

Discover more about us — Call Ms. Branco,
Admissions, at 908.352.0670 ext. 104

or visit www.benedictineacad.org

BENEDICTINE ACADEMY
840 North Broad Street
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208
Ph: 908.352.0670
Fax: 908.352.9424
www.benedictineacad.org

Your Ticket
College

Dreams
to the

of Your

B E N E D I C T I N E A C A D E M Y

Open Houses for 7th & 8th grade girls
Thurs., Oct. 8 and Tues., Oct. 20 at 7:00 PM

Benedictine Academy’s A+ offerings 
prepare college-bound young women to

Fall 2011 Registration is
Saturday, Feb. 5 at 9:00 A.M.

Inquire about upcoming CSI Contest
& Art Show for 6th - 8th graders.
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and soliciting alumni for ongoing
support of a particular school’s
mission.

At this point in time about 35
of our 85 elementary schools
have participated in the SEEDS
Program. The program is unique,
requiring school to do research into
their records. During this past sum-
mer, individual schools compiled
a database of all their graduates
going back to around 1940.Then
a company named Blackbaud,
which specializes in this field, ver-
ified current addresses, checked on
name changes due to marriage, and
ascertained those who had passed
away. After completing these pre-
liminary steps, they then are able
to determine the financial back-
ground of those listed in a particu-
lar school’s database.

One might ask: why do
Catholic elementary schools need
the SEEDS Program? I would say
that Catholic schools are a proven
product. These schools provide an
environment that enhances the
spiritual, physical, emotional and
intellectual growth of each child.
Academically, more often than
not, Catholic schools have consis-
tently displayed higher test scores.
This is very often especially true
with those children who unfortu-
nately have disadvantages in their
young lives. Catholic schools have
taught us a sense of belonging and
forming of community.

These sites have given a safe
and welcoming space for public
and private prayer and for the re-
ception of sacraments. In addition,

those of us who have graduated
from Catholic schools have an un-
derstanding of scripture, an in-
sight into why we need to be so-
cially just, and an ability to make
moral and faith-filled choices in
our lives. 

I would not be so bold to say
that these things never happen in
other educational environments,
but often times other environments
have replicated what Catholic
schools have been doing so well
for decades. Just reflect on what a
Catholic School has done for you. 

However, today, despite their
strong history of academic ex-
cellence and spiritual develop-
ment, Catholic schools are faced
with tremendous challenges. We
need your assistance to pass
Catholic education on. This could
come in the form of prayer for the
continued success of Catholic
schools, even though there are
fewer locations. Perhaps in
today’s times, your participation
as alumni to your Catholic school
or to any Catholic school in your
community can add a great deal
of time, talent and treasure. I in-
vite everyone who hears from the
SEEDS program to thoughtfully
respond in a positive way. If you
are not able to respond through
your financial treasures then per-
haps your talents could be of
great assistance to a School Board
or through another type of volun-
teerism.

Let’s all pass it forward! Let
each of us show our thankfulness
for our past memories. Let us

Submitted photo

NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT—The varsity cheerleading team from Queen of Peace High School in North
Arlington recently captured third place in the New York regional, qualifying them for the national championship
competition in February in Orlando, FL. The Universal Cheerleaders Association sponsors the competition.

God Bless
All Saints Catholic Academy 

of Bayonne

Rev. Msgr. Lawrence J. Miller
St. Mary, Star of the Sea

Saint Peter’s School
Forming the Future with

PURPOSE, PASSION 
AND POWER

www.stpeter-school.org
973-759-3143

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS’ WEEK
JANUARY 30, 2011—FEBRUARY 4, 2011

Full Day PreK through Grade 8
Before and After Care Program

SMARTBoard Technology
Science Program with Laboratory

Art & Music Programs
Boys & Girls Athletics
Hot Lunch Program 

Open House—February 1, 2011
9:00 am-2:00 pm

A Faith-Based Education where students develop Spirituality, Respect, 
Character and Integrity

ACCREDITED BY THE MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS

show our gratitude to those won-
derful religious men and women
and lay men and woman who have
sacrificed greatly to teach in
Catholic Schools.

(Editor’s note: Rev. Msgr.
Kevin M. Hanbury, Ed.D. is the
vicar for education and superin-
tendent of schools for the
Archdiocese of Newark.)

DEANERY THREE CELEBRATES
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

St. Joseph
Oradell 
(201) 261-2388

St. Therese
Cresskill (201) 568-4296

Visitation Academy
Paramus (201) 262-6067

Transfiguration
Academy
Bergenfield  

(201) 384-3627

St. Peter Academy
River Edge (201) 261-3468

Our Lady of  Mt. Carmel
Tenafly  (201) 567-6491
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STAR AUDITION—Singer Eui-
hwan “Ben” Seo, a junior at
Bergen Catholic High School
(BC), Oradell, has qualified to
compete in final try-outs in South
Korea for Munhwa Broadcasting
Corporationʼs (MBC) new show
“Star Audition: The Great Birth.”
Seo auditioned at a two-round
competition at the Radisson Hotel
in New York City in November and
was among three participants
chosen from a pool of 900 con-
testants to qualify for the trip to
South Korea. He departed for
South Korea in December on an
all-expenses-paid trip and com-
peted for a final spot on the show,
which is reminiscent of the popu-
lar “American Idol” program.

Each writing sample is as-
signed a holistic score ranging
from 1 through 6. The holistic
score is based on the student’s
incorporation of various ele-
ments of effective writing, such
as: use of language, sense of
purpose, voice, vocabulary and
language mechanics.
The average score for the fourth
grade students in the Archdio-
cese of Newark was 3.8 on a 6-
point scale. Fifty-three percent
of the 1,866 fourth grade stu-
dents to whom the writing
assessment was administered in
November 2010 received a
score of 4 or higher.

According to the norms pub-
lished by CTB for the particular
prompt used in Grade 4 a score of
4.0 places a student at the 83rd na-
tional percentile. More than half of
the fourth grade students in the
archdiocese received scores that
were higher than 83 percent of the
national norm group.

The group mean for the 7th
grade was 4.2 with 76 percent of
the 2,115 seventh grade students
scoring 4 and higher on the CTB
Writing Assessment. According to
the published norms for the prompt
used in Grade 7, a student earning
a 4.0 scored higher than 73 percent
of the national norm group. 

Assessment

TUSCON TRAGEDY
PRAYERS—Joining
in the national grief
over the shootings

Jan. 8 in Tuscon, AZ,
the school communi-

ty at Visitation
Academy in Paramus

observed a moment
of prayerful silence

for the six people
who were killed. The

youngest victim,
nine-year-old

Christina Taylor
Green, was a third

grader. She and her
family were members

of the Diocese of
Tuscon. Pictured is
Visitation Academy
teacher Ann Marie
Serra and her sec-

ond grade class.

Continued from page 14

Submitted photo

Notre Dame
Interparochial School

“Filling the Future with Promise”

Come Visit During Catholic Schools Week

Open House Sunday, January 30, 2011 1:00-2:30 p.m.

School Tours Wednesday, February 2, 2011 10:00-2:00 p.m.
7:00-8:30 p.m.

School Tours Wednesday, March 30, 2011 10:00-2:00 p.m.
7:00-8:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Interparochial School
312 First Street, Palisades Park, NJ 07650

(201) 947-5262

Education as such,
is not so much an adding on,
as it is a leading out
of  all that is best within a student.

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week:
Deanery 4/5

Saint Joseph, Bogota
Saint Leo, Elmwood Park

Saint Anne, Fair Lawn
Padre Pio Academy, Hackensack

•100% College Acceptance

• Championship Athletics

• Extensive Service Program

• Top Rated Science Program

in Hudson County

• Duel Enrollment Program/

College Credits

• Private Tours & General/

Information Daily

• Academic Scholorships

Financial Aid

& Grants Available

Please call the Office of

Admissions

(201) 332-3429

Registration

February 5th

9:00 A.M. - 12:00



Earn your 
Graduate Degree  
in Education and 
ADVANCE 
YOUR  
CAREER

Seton Hall University Offers 
Exceptional M.A. and Ed.S. 
Programs Designed Especially  
for Catholic School Educators.

master’s degree
program

$2,000 scholarship

New Education Specialist Degree.
master’s degree.

All-inclusive program cost covers 50 percent discounted tuition, books, meals and fees. 

For more information:  
call (973) 761-9668  
or email, educate@shu.edu
Or visit us on the Web at shu.edu



Catholic Schools Week
Jan. 30th - Feb 5th
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SAVE THE DATE!!!

HONORING

AND

GIBLIN ASSOCIATIONGIBLIN ASSOCIATION

TERENCE B. LOWE

ELLEN M. SWEENEY
Sunday, February 20, 2011

4:30 to 9:00 pm

Caldwell College Student Center

WILLIE LYNCH SHOW BAND

DE NOGLA SCHOOL OF IRISH DANCE

DONATION $30.00

For Info: Call (973) 808-0022

ocktailC
Party

57th Anniversary

YOUR INFORMATION
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Phone ____________________________________________________________________

Check/MO # ________________________ Discover _______ MC _______Visa _______

CC # _________________________________________ Exp. Date: __________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State: ____ Zip: _____________
Make check payable to: The Catholic Advocate 
171 Clifton Ave • Box 9500 • Newark, NJ 07104

q 1 Year $17      q Senior $14      q New      q Renewal      q Gift
For questions contact Mark Chrisco (973) 497-4195 • chriscma@rcan.org

Give the Gift of Faith to someone or yourself. 
Subscribe to your community newspaper, 

The Catholic Advocate, this season

Come join our
50,000 readers!

Mail the coupon below or subscribe online. 
Go to www/rcan.org/advocate

and click on “Subscribe” in the upper right corner.

Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception in
Washington D.C. Observed every
three years, more than 3,100 partic-
ipants traveled to the nation’s capi-
tal for the 2010 pilgrimage.

November
The month begins with Rev.

Msgr. William B. Naedele retiring
as director of Catholic Cemeteries
after 35 years of service.

Most Rev. Edgar M. da
Cunha, Auxiliary Bishop of
Newark, cites the importance of
reflecting on one’s faith journey
at the annual Youth Ministry
Recognition Mass he celebrates

Year in Review
at the Cathedral Basilica.

Archbishop Myers celebrates
the annual Blue Mass for Law
Enforcement at the Cathedral
Basilica, telling the officers and
families in the pews “each day I am
amazed at your sacrifices.”

Catholic Cemeteries of the
Archdiocese of Newark unveils
Holy Name Chapel Mausoleum in
Jersey City that features newly re-
stored stained-glass windows.

Some 750 faithful attend the
second annual “Nourishing Your
Faith Dinner.” Final tallies make it
the largest fund-raiser dinner of the
year for the archdiocese.

Drawing a crowd of 800 faith-
ful from throughout the archdiocese
and beyond, attendance reaches

Continued from page 2 record levels at the annual
Catechetical Convocation held at
Paramus Catholic Regional High
School. 

December
The Cathedral Basilica is the

joyous scene of the 40th annual
Candlelight Carol Sing on two con-
secutive evenings.

Student Brian Harnett reports
on Union Catholic Regional High
School becoming one of the first
schools in New Jersey to comply
with a new law requiring safety
evacuation drills on a monthly
basis. 

Archbishop Myers celebrates
Midnight Mass at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart.

Father Donald Scherer
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated

Dec. 10, 2010 in Lacombe, LA, for Father Donald
R. Scherer, 81, who died Dec. 6. A Jersey City na-
tive, Fr. Scherer relocated to the Archdiocese of
New Orleans following his retirement in 1987. He
served as a parish priest there for over 20 years.

He attended Immaculate Conception Seminary,
South Orange, where he earned a bachelor’s de-
gree of Sacred Theology, with majors in
Biblical Greek and Hebrew. He was ordained
on May 27, 1967. 

Sr. Maria Josephine, S.C. 1951); Academy of Saint Aloysius High
School, Jersey City, (1951-1969); Paramus
Catholic High School (1969-1975); and
Immaculate Conception Seminary,
Darlington (1980-1985). 

She served in adult religious education
at Annunciation Parish, Paramus, from
1985 to 1987, and as a teacher in the
Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent
Station, from 1987 to 1991. From 1991 to
2010, Sr. Maria Josephine worked in the
field of health insurance at the Convent of
Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station. 

A Mass of Christian burial was celebrat-
ed Dec. 22, 2010 at Saint Anne Villa,
Convent Station, for Sister Maria Josephine
McErlane, S.C., 88, who died Dec. 18.

Sr. Maria Josephine entered the Sisters
of Charity March 25, 1942, and was a
member for 68 years. She was an educator
in New Jersey and Connecticut. She taught
at the following archdiocesan schools: Saint
Michael School, Jersey City (1943-1946);
Holy Trinity High School, Westfield (1946-Rev. Donald R. Scherer
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Arthur Leonard Brown of Pompton
Plains, formerly of Piscataway and

Rochelle Park, passed away peacefully at his
home on January 16th after a long and coura-
geous battle with Parkinson’s and Alzheimers
Disease.  He was born in Brooklyn, NY on
May 5, 1928 to the late Edward and Florence
Brown. After graduating from East Side High
School in Paterson, Art enlisted in the
United States Army. He married the love of

his life, Mary Sikora in 1956 and together they
raised three daughters. He joined the Sikora 
family business (Sikora Church Supply in Passaic,
NJ) and worked along side his wife before retiring
in 2001. Art was always there for anyone who
needed him, was a caring and compassionate 
person, and always a gentleman. He loved to
laugh, fish, and watch sporting events. Art was a
loving husband, father, and cherished grandfather.

He was predeceased by his wife, Mary and his
brother, Robert. Art is survived by his daughters,
Barbara Brown of Rockaway, Patricia Brown of
Totowa, Theresa Calabrese and her husband
Frank of Kinnelon; and his grandchildren, Frank
and Nicole Calabrese.

A funeral mass will be celebrated 11 am at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel RC Church on
Thursday, January 20. The family will receive 
visitors at the M. John Scanlan Funeral Home,
Pompton Plains on Wednesday from 6-9 pm.
www.scanlanfuneral.com

In lieu of flowers, donations in Art’s memory
can be made to the Parkinson’s Disease 
Foundation, 1359 Broadway, Suite 1509, 
New York, NY 10018 

“I can’t be there” “It’s too much”

“I need help”

“

“She’s not safe alone”

I don’t want mom in a nursing home”

Our Family Helps Families Like Yours

Our company is operated by Richard Blecker and his three children. We

have been helping seniors live safely at home and in facilities for ten years.

Recommended by the most respected Assisted Living Facilities in NJ.

Certified Caregivers and Companions

Call Now: 1-866-703-CARE    1-908-964-6700

Screened • Bonded Insured• • RN Supervised

Personal Care Companion Care

A Family Company

That Cares For Youwww.SeniorsInPlace.com ®
Since 2001

Continued from page 1

volunteers who serve by staffing
different ministries, making parish
life vibrant, helping to bring Christ
into our daily lives,” she said.

“For the majority of parish-
ioners, the most meaningful way
to share their blessings is by mak-
ing a gift to the AAA,” Repollet
said. “The appeal funds many pro-
grams that do everything from
feeding the hungry, to educating
young people to receive the sacra-
ments, providing adult day care,
educating seminarians, helping

AAA parishes in poor neighborhoods re-
main open and much more. This is
how most of us serve the Lord.”

There are several ways to con-
tribute to the AAA: a one-time
gift; a pledge with installment pay-
ments; payments online through
the archdiocesan Web site (www.
rcan.org); with appreciated stock
that also reduces capital gains tax;
using an employee matching gift
program; and donating American
Express membership points. Call
the archdiocesan Development
Office at (973) 497-4129 for more
information on the AAA.

“We are very grateful to every-
one who made gifts to the 2010
appeal,” Repollet said. “Despite

Advocate photo – M. Gabriele

Carla Repollet (left) and Bishop Thomas A. Donato (right) present a plaque of appreciation to Very Rev.
Steven Conner, V.F., the pastor of Holy Trinity Parish, Fort Lee. The parish was cited for achieving 357.8
percent of its goal for the 2010 AAA campaign. Other archdiocesan parishes honored for their fund-rais-
ing efforts, during the Jan. 19 AAA kickoff reception at the Archdiocesan Center in Newark, included
Saint John the Evangelist, Bergenfield; Saint John, Newark; Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Ridgewood; and
Saint Mary, Star of the Sea, Bayonne. The AAAʼs “pledge week” campaign begins Feb. 5 and 6.

the downturn in the economy, the
total raised was just slightly less
than the 2009 appeal. The num-
ber of donors in 2010 was down
by less than one percent and the

average gift size was down by
one percent.”

This year, for the first time,
the video to be shown in parishes
on “kickoff weekend” will be lo-

calized, with separate versions
produced to feature parishes,
people and organizations unique
to Bergen, Hudson, Essex and
Union counties. 
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Giving witness will be Chris
Bell of Good Counsel Homes
which he co-founded along with
Father Benedict Groeschel,
C.F.R. Good Counsel Homes
assists pregnant and par-
enting mothers at five
area locations with edu-
cational and vocational
preparation for inde-
pendent living. Good
Counsel also has runs
Lumina, a post-abortion
ministry.

Two speakers will
take the podium from
the world of profession-
al sports. Nine year NFL
veteran Chris Godfrey
was starting right guard
on the New York Giants’
1987 Super Bowl Cham-
pion team. Currently an
attorney in Indiana,
Godfrey is founder and
president of Life Ath-
letes, Inc., an associa-
tion of over 300 profes-
sional and Olympic ath-
letes working to inspire
young people toward a
virtuous life.

From the baseball diamond
comes former California Angels
(now the Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim) catcher and outfielder
Dennis Miller. Today he is direc-
tor of Major League Baseball’s

47 as well as coordinator for
Evangelization and Catholic
Men’s Ministry in the Archdiocese
of Detroit, Francisco “Paco”
Gavrilides. Joining them will be
guitarist Tony Melendez who was
born without arms. He played for
Pope John Paul II during the Holy
Father’s 1987 visit to Los Angeles.

Melendez also will pro-
vide witness in the Spanish
track and music at the
English track. Medina will
speak of God’s help in his
battle against lymphatic
cancer. Gavrilides is also
a trustee with the National
Fellowship of Catholic
Men. He was a Catholic
missionary throughout
Latin America some 20
years.

The upcoming con-
ference, Repollet empha-
sized, will be “a very
powerful spiritual expe-
rience.” As evidence of
that he pointed to the fact
that a good number of
conversions followed the
first two gatherings. He
sees the conference as a
means of “bringing men
back to the Church while
making them better men

in society and in their homes.”
In addition to his work with the
conference, Repollet serves as
director of cemetery services
for the archdiocesan Catholic
Cemeteries office.

SHU is also the site of the

annual Women Commission’s
“Day of Reflection,” which is
scheduled for March 19. This
year there are two expanded
features for this event—a track
specifically for  young women
and a Spanish track. Pamela M.
Swartzberg is the chairwoman
of the Archdiocese of Newark’s
Women’s Commission. Addi-
tional details on this gathering
will appear in a future edition of
The Catholic Advocate.

first Urban Youth Academy in
California. Several years ago,
Miller traveled to the Vatican as
part of the first-ever Council on
Church and Sports.

An evangelical pastor for a
decade before his entire family
converted to Catholicism, Steve
Wood is founder of Saint

Joseph’s Covenant Keepers, a
movement that seeks to change
society through transformation
of fathers and families.

Returning to the Spanish track
will be local broadcaster Luis
Alejandro Medina of Telemundo

Continued from page 3

Conference

Jorge Repollet

© 2010 Feld Motor Sports, Inc.

JAN. 28 - 30

FEB. 4 & 5
NASSAU COLISEUM

IZOD CENTER

$15 KIDS' TICKETS!
Valid for kids ages 12 and under. Purchase of an adult ticket (ages 13 and over) is required. Offer excludes 

Gold Circle and VIP seats. No double discounts. Additional fees may apply. All seats $2 more day of show.

Fri. 7:30 PM, Sat. 2:00 & 7:30 PM, Sun. 2:00 PM

Fri. 7:30 PM, Sat. 2:00 & 7:30 PM

Buy tickets at
 Retail Locations, 

Arena Box Offices or call 1-800-745-
3000.

Ticket Prices: $18 - $25 - $30 - $40
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Crystal Florist & Greenhouse
“Servicing New Jersey Cemeteries for Over 20 Years!”

201-991-1599

Grave Cleanings    
Seasonal Plantings
& Waterings
Holiday Deliveries
Fresh & Artificial
Flowers

New for 2010-2011!!
•Grave Packages 

Available  
•Sign up for our

mailing list to 
receive special 

promotions.
•One Price Can

Cover It All!! 

317 Ridge Rd., North Arlington, NJ
www.CEMETERYFLORIST.com

Subscribe to the Catholic Advocate! • Call 973- 497-4200

PILGRIMAGE SALES
Unitours, one of the most
respected names in Catholic
Pilgrimage Travel is seeking a
sales representative in this
area. Representatives call on
local priests and parish
pilgrimage organizers to assist
in planning and promoting
Catholic Parish Pilgrimages to
Europe and the Middle East.
Position is commission based
and international travel
experience and basic
computer skills are required.
To apply, complete the
application and attached
resume at
www.Unitours.com/sales

Help Wanted

Summer Camp

Healthcare

Looking for residential or assisted living homecare for your
loved ones at low cost? Let us take the frustration out of
finding the right person. We are just a phone call away. 
Call us at 908-851-2700 • Cell 973-229-6160 
Ask for Lu or Gina.
Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com

ACE HOME HEALTHCARE

Services Offered

S E N I O R  C A R E  A T  H O M E
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes or
assisted living. Family Care Employment Agency provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Employment Agency has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and 
LI since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies,
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are fluent in English with great references for satisfaction
guaranteed.
For our personalized placement services
C a l l  D e l l  a t  ( 9 0 8 )  4 1 6 - 7 9 7 6

DO YOU NEED HELP? 
Compassionate Home Helpers Agency is there for

you. We provide affordable day,evening and live-in/
live out services. We perform a back ground check
on all our employees. Services include; Meal prepa-
ration, light house keeping, laundry, bathing, medica-

tion reminders, companion and entertainment,
make/receive calls, errands and more. 

For free initial assessment,  call us at 908 347 0317
or 201-725 0697 ask for Greg / Gladys.  

Compassionate Home Helpers Agency. 
203 Roselle St.,  Linden NJ 07036 

Wanted to Buy

MAHOGANY FURNITURE 
Dining rooms, bedrooms,
breakfronts, secretaries.
One piece or complete
contents. Call Bill (973)
586-4804.

Full-time  Licensed
Practical Nurse 

for small Infirmary in Catholic
Monastery

Hours: Monday-- Friday  3:00
pm to 11:00 pm

Duties : Dispensing
medications, some direct
patient care

Location:
St. Walburga Monastery
851 North Broad Street
Elizabeth, New Jersey ,07208

Contact Person:
Sister Sharon,OSB
(908) 352-4278 (EXT. 613)

AN OUTSTANDING OVERNIGHT SUMMER CAMP
EXPERIENCE WITH A GREAT CATHOLIC TRADITION

Our 62nd Summer!

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

�201� 865-0923Serving all
communities

for over 
50 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

180 Harrison Ave., Garfield, NJ
973-340-7077

Aloia Funeral Home, Inc
CARING FAMILY SERVICE SINCE 1940

www.aloiafuneral.com
Louis G. Aloia, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3372
Rosemarie A.Aloia,NJ Lic.No. 3829
Andrea R.Gilkes, NJ Lic. No. 4114

Immaculate Conception

Cemetery and Mausoleum
Grove St. & Mt. Hebron Rd.
Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Serving the Catholic Community of Northwest
Essex County since 1895
(973) 744-5939

AUTOS FOR AUTISM

DONATE THE KEYS
TO YOUR VEHICLE

TODAY
TO HELP UNLOCK

THE PUZZLE
OF AUTISM

1-877-763-9090

www.autosforautism.com

4
AA

Charity

Used Auto Parts

How to report abuse
The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all

credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the cler-
gy, Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  We encourage any-
one with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the
archdiocese immediately so that we may take appropriate action
to protect others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual mis-
conduct may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and
Youth Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

YOUR NOVENA
COULD BE HERE

Call Mona at 
(973) 497-4203 or 

email:
classifieds@rcan.org

Novenas

COURAGE
An archdiocesan

sponsored spiritual
support group for

persons experiencing
same-sex 

attractions who 
desire to lead a

chaste life in accord
with Catholic 
teaching on 

homosexuality.
For information, call

(908) 272-2307
(All calls confidential)

Announcement

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich 
in miracles, near Kinsman of
Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor
of all who invoke your special
patronage in time of need, to
you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has given
such great power to come to my 
assistance. Help me in my 
present and urgent petition
(make request). In return I 
promise to make your name
known and cause you to be 
invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and Glorias. St.
Jude, pray for us all  who invoke
your aid. Amen. This Novena
must be said  for 9 consecutive
days. Thank you for  answering
my prayer. 

B.W.

PRAYER TO ST. THERESA
Oh Glorious Saint Theresa,
whom almighty God has raised
up to aid and counsel mankind. I
invite your miraculous interces-
sion. So powerful are you obtain-
ing every need of body and soul,
our Holy Mother Church pro-
claims you a "Prodigy of
Miracles." Now fervently I be-
seech you to answer my petition
(mention here) and carry out
your promise of doing good upon
earth of letting fall from heaven a
shower of roses. Henceforth,
Dear little flower, I will fulfill your
plea to be made known every-
where and I will never cease to
lead others to Jesus through
you. Amen.(Say prayer everyday
for 9 days. By 4th day, ask for a
sign. If prayers are to be an-
swered between 4th and 9th day,
you will see a rose in magazine,
TV picture or receive roses. You
can also get a strong scent of
roses in home even if no roses
are present. Must promise publi-
cation. Thank you.)

A.G.

PRAYER TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN

Oh most beautiful flower of
Mount Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God,
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in
my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me and show me that
you are my mother. Oh Holy
Mother of God, Queen of
Heaven and Earth, I humbly be-
seech you from the bottom of my
heart to secure me in my neces-
sity (make request). There are
none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived with-
out sin, pray for us who have re-
course to thee. I place this cause
in your hands. Amen. Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days.
Novena is published in gratitude.
Thank you.

K.C.

CAPE  COD , HARWICH, MASS
Lovely 6 yr Ranch,Buckʼs 
Pond. Quality decor, QMBR 
F/bth/jacuzzi, den (Qn), 22 
x 26 Fam Rm/2 twins & F/Bth. 
LR w/gas fpl, DR & great 
Kit/pantry, 3rd F/bth & lndry.
14 x 26 deck w/BBQ. Gar,
150 yds priv beach. Photos
avail. Peak season
$1,850/wk, 
off peak $1000/wk. w/C/A
1950/wk, off peak 1050/wk. 
678-807-7032
capecodbentleyj@gmail.com 

Vacation Rental Email: 
classifieds@rcan.org

Call: 
(973) 497-4203

Fax:
(973) 497-4192

to place your 

CLASSIFIED
AD

in the next issue of

The Catholic
Advocate
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Holy Name demonstrates benefits
of novel robotic thyroidectomy

Peace, Holy Name is a 361-bed
acute-care medical center.

Last year Holy Name’s One
North progressive care and inten-
sive care (ICU) units received the
Beacon Award for critical-care
excellence from the American
Association of Critical Care
Nurses. The award indicates the
Holy Name units meet or exceed
national standards in recruitment
and retention; training and mentor-
ing; research and evidence-based
practice; and patient outcomes.

New Jersey has paved the way for
the latest minimally invasive treat-
ment options for patients,” Yang
added. 

There are many benefits for pa-
tients regarding minimally inva-
sive surgical procedures: smaller
incisions; less surgical prepara-
tion; shorter hospital stays; and a
faster return to normal activities.

For additional information on
the procedure, call Holy Name at
(877) 465-9626. Founded in 1925
by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of

TEANECK—James Lee, MD,
has performed the first robotic
thyroidectomy in northern New
Jersey at Holy Name Medical
Center using the da Vinci® Si
HD™ Surgical System. The pro-
cedure was performed on a 44-
year-old female patient who was
discharged 24 hours after surgery.

“By using a minimally inva-
sive procedure to remove the thy-
roid, we are able to offer great ben-
efits to patients with minimal
risks,” Lee explained. “One of the
main differences in a robotic thy-
roidectomy is that the incision is
made under the patient’s arm ver-
sus the typical incision for a surgi-
cal procedure which leaves a scar
on the front of the neck.”

Holy Name “continues to re-
main at the forefront of state-of-
the-art surgical services,” noted
Hee Yang, MD, medical director
of the Minimally Invasive Center.

“Dr. Lee’s performing the first
robotic thyroidectomy in northern

Submitted photo

ROLLING UP THEIR SLEEVES—Alexandra Rojas, a senior at Union
Catholic High Regional School in Scotch Plains, was among many
donors at a recent blood drive held by the schoolʼs health club and mod-
erated by school nurse JoAnn Ball along with the New Jersey Blood
Services. Led by the Health Club executive officers, Shaheena Shahid
and Angelina Caravello, the drive surpassed its goal with 49 donors
which included members of the community. The Health Club will host a
second blood drive in the spring. For general information regarding
medical eligibility, visit www.nybloodcenter.org or sign up through Nurse
Ball at (908) 889-1600 ext. 311. One out of every three people will need
blood at some point in their lives; which is why the Union Catholic
Health Club is  dedicated to increasing awareness for this cause.

JERSEY CITY—At the end of the school year, Saint Dominic
Academy (SDA), 2572 Kennedy Blvd., will take part in “Locks of
Love,” a program to provide hairpieces for financially disadvantaged
young people under the age of 21 dealing with long-term medical treat-
ment, such as chemotherapy, that results in hair loss.

Open to current students as well as alumnae there are specific guide-
lines. They include the acceptability of hair that is colored or layered if
the longest hair is 10 inches and curly hair that may be pulled straight to
measure a minimum of 10 inches. That is the minimum length required
for a hairpiece. Hair that has been bleached or highlighted is not usable.

Locks of Love is a non-profit organization based in West Palm
Beach, FL. Contact teacher Eric Hawthorn by phone at (201) 434-5938
or by e-mail (ehawthorn@stdominicacad.com) for more informa-
tion on the SDA program.

Shaggy participants sought
for Locks of Love program

Brenda McElnea
Certified Elder/Disability Law Attorney

LL.M in Taxation            (973) 239-9595

Protect your assets and those of your loved ones through
Estate Planning & Elder/Disability Law Planning

Medicaid Planning & Applications
Counseling & Document Preparation • Wills & Trusts • Elder Law

Guardianships • Planning for Special Needs Children
Administration of Trusts and Estates • Estate & Gift Taxes

200 Executive Drive • Ste. 100 • West Orange, NJ 07052
(973) 239-9595

CareOne at Teaneck
A CareOne Senior Care Center

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
201-287-8500
Fax: 201-287-8600

www.care-one.com/teaneck
544 Teaneck Road - Teaneck, NJ 07666

Elder Law - Estate Planning
“ You Spent A Lifetime Working & Saving -

I Think Your Assets Belong To You!”
• Asset Protection • Guardianship • Disability Law • Medicaid Eligibility 

• Financing Nursing Home Costs • Home Visits Available • Wills • Trusts • Probate
BENJAMIN ECKMANBENJAMIN ECKMAN

Member National Academy Elder Law Attorneys
1767 MORRIS AVENUE •  UNION

9 0 8 - 2 0 6 - 1 0 0 0
73 MOUNTAIN VIEW BLVD •  WAYNE

9 7 3 - 7 0 9 - 0 9 0 9
366 KINDERKAMACK RD • WESTWOOD

2 0 1 - 2 6 3 - 9 1 6 1

Benefits of extended year-end giving 
for you, your loved ones and the Church

December 31, 2010 Deadline extended for special IRA 
tax savings program–

use your IRA to make a charitable gift:
•  Tax legislation just enacted extends the opportunity throughout 2011 for IRA 

owners, age 70 ½ or older to make a direct distribution from your IRA to your 
parish, school or other Church ministry- and save yourself taxes in the process. 

• If you act before the January 31, 2011 deadline, the new law provides that you
may consider such distributions made in January 2011 as made in 2010. 

• Or, if you have already used your required minimum distributions for 2010, 
please consider a direct distribution from your IRA for the remainder of 2011 
to benefit the Church.

• The Archdiocese’s Office of Planned Giving
can help.  Please call Anne DeMesa today 
at 973.497.4048 or e-mail her at 
PGINFO@rcan.org

A gift is always a very personal matter.  
All information you provide will be kept in strictest confidence.

Please call and ask for your 
Free Gift- our booklet, 

“A Call to Serve One Another” 
which outlines the Archdiocese’s

broad range of services to the poor,
needy & disadvantaged, and how

you can help through a planned gift. 

www.rcan.org/plannedgiving
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January 27
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 3428,
North Arlington, spelling bee con-
test, at North Arlington Public
Library, 6:30 p.m., call Bob Rogan
at (201) 390-3359 or email at
roberterogan@verizon.net.

LUMEN CENTER, Caldwell, “Is Spiri-
tual Direction for You?” 7-9 p.m.,
973-403-3331 ext. 25.

January 29
ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH, Fairfield,
“Health Care Reform for the
Soul,” 9:30 a.m., (973) 439-9890.

OUR LADY OF VICTORIES PARISH, Jersey
City, “Divine Mercy and the End
Times,” presentation by Bud Mac-
Farlane, 10 a.m -1 p.m., call Weng
Yaptangco at (201) 616-6062 or
Karen Canillas at (201) 888-2313.

January 30
CARMEL RETREAT, Mahwah, “Taste
the Spirit of Caldwell,” dinner to
benefit retreat center, 1:30 p.m.,
(201) 327-7090.

TRANSFIGURATION ACADEMY, Bergen-
field, Big Breakfast, served after 9
a.m., 10 a.m., and 10:30 p.m. mass-
es, at Ascension Parish, New Mil-
ford, St. John Parish, Bergenfield and
St. Mary Parish, Dumont, advanced
tickets: $8 for adults/$6 for seniors
and children; at the door: $10 for
adults/$8 for seniors and children,
call Irene at (201) 264-9258.

January 31
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL

3428, North Arlington, bus trip
to Mount Airy Casino, PA, bus
departs 10:30 a.m. and returns
7:30 p.m., cost: $30, call Nicholas
Cerchio at (201) 230-3428.

February 2
HOLY SPIRIT PARISH, Union, Holy
Hour for Life, 7:30-8:30 p.m., call

Deacon Stanley W. Kwiatek, Jr. at
(908) 964-7653 or email
skwia@aol.com.

February 4
SODALITY OF THE CHILDREN OF MARY

OF ST. TERESA, Jersey City, recita-
tion of the “Little Office,” 3:15
p.m., call Katherine T. Crossan at
(201) 689-1471.

February 5
ST. AEDAN PARISH, Jersey City,
parish auction, 2-5 p.m., cost:
$10 per 25 chance tickets, call
Naty at (201) 200-9737 or
Roger at (201) 970-8519.

February 11
NJ BLOOD SERVICES, blood drive at
St. Henry Parish, Bayonne, 1-7
p.m., call Marie Forrestal at
(732) 616-0798.

February 12
MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS

SCHOOL, Wallington, benefit din-
ner-dance, 7:30-11 p.m., cost:
$50, call Sister Vicky Bartkowski,
C.S.S.F. at (973) 777-9505 or
Carol Puzio at (201) 935-0273.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL

5427, Washington Township,

wine tasting, 8 p.m., cost: $60,
RSVP by Feb. 6, (201) 664-0422.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL

4504, Union, dinner dance, 7
p.m. - midnight, cost: $70 per
couple/$35 per person, call Sis-
ter Ann Dominic, O.P., at (908)
686-5271.

February 16
ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK, OFFICE OF

FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES, annulment
information evening, at Our Lady
of Mercy Parish, Jersey City, 7:30
p.m., (973) 497-4327.

February 19
CENTER FOR HOPE HOSPICE & PALLIA-
TIVE CARE, Scotch Plains, annual
charity ball, at the Grand Sum-
mit Hotel, Summit, 6:30 p.m.,
cost: $100, call Barbara Witt at
(908) 288-9112.

Other
NOTRE DAME PARISH, North Cald-
well, Faith Quest 2011, an adult
spirituality forum, will be held
Wednesdays, March 16 through
April 6, 7:30 -9 p.m., pre-regis-
tration is requested, (973) 226-
0979 or call Patricia Fitzpatrick
at (973) 994-0173.

Official Appointments
Archbishop John J. Myers has 

announced the following appointments:

PASTOR

Reverend Michael V.
Guglielmelli, Pastor of Saint

Francis of Assisi Parish, Hoboken, has
had his pastorate extended one

more final year ending June 30, 2012.

Very Reverend Victor P.
Kennedy, V.F., Pastor of the

Church of the Resurrection, Jersey
City, has been appointed to a 
second six-year term ending 

Jan. 31, 2017.

Reverend Monsignor
Gregory J. Studerus, Pastor of

Saint Joseph of the Palisades
Parish, West New York, has been
appointed to a second six-year

term ending Jan. 31, 2017.

Reverend Marc A. Vicari,
Vicar for Family Life in the

Archdiocese of Newark and
Campus Minister at Rutgers

Newman Center and Essex County
College, Newark, has been appoint-
ed Pastor of Saint Cassian Parish,
Upper Montclair, effective Feb. 1.

He will remain Vicar for Family Life.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Dieuseul Adain,
was appointed Parochial Vicar of

Saint Francis Xavier Parish,
Newark, effective Jan. 3.

Reverend Reinerio B.
Agaloos, Parochial Vicar of the
Church of Divine Mercy, Rahway,

has been appointed Parochial Vicar
of Saint Leo Parish, Elmwood Park,

effective Feb. 5.

Reverend Robert S.
Gajewski, Parochial Vicar of

Saint Joseph Parish, New Milford,
was appointed Parochial Vicar of
Saint Michael Parish, Cranford, 

effective Jan. 19.


