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It is with joy in our hearts that we

WELCOME
CoAdjutor Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda

to the Archdiocese of Newark family
from the Offi  ces of 
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The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, D.D., J.C.L., J.D.
Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark

T
he son of Bernard and 
Helen Clark Hebda, 
Th e Most Rever-
end Bernard Hebda 
was born Sept. 3, 
1959 in Pittsburgh, 
PA.    

Bernard Hebda attended Resur-
rection Elementary School in Brook-
line, PA, and then graduated from 
South Hills Catholic High School in 
Pittsburgh in 1977. He continued his 
education at Harvard University in 
Cambridge, MA, receiving a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in 1980 followed 
by a juris doctor degree from the Co-
lumbia University School of Law in 
1983. He was admitted to the Bar of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in 1983 and worked as an associate 
in the law fi rm of Reed, Smith, Shaw 
and McClay. 

In 1984, he enrolled at Saint Paul 
Seminary in Pittsburgh and pursued 
the required studies in philosophy 
at Duquesne University before being 
sent to North American College in 
Rome in 1985 where he completed 
his theological studies and earned his 
S.T.B. from the Pontifi cal Gregorian 
University in 1989. 

He was ordained a deacon on 
April 6, 1989 at Saint Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome by Archbishop John Quinn, 
and was ordained to the priesthood 
by Bishop Donald W. Wuerl on July 
1, 1989 in Saint Paul Cathedral in 
Pittsburgh. Aft er his ordination, he 
served briefl y as Parochial Vicar Pro 
Tem at Purifi cation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in Elwood City, 
PA, before returning to Rome to 
complete his licentiate in canon law, 
which he received in 1991 from the 
Pontifi cal Gregorian University. 

Upon returning to Pittsburgh, Fr. 
Hebda served in the bishop’s offi  ce as 
Master of Ceremonies from 1990-
1992, in team ministry at Prince of 
Peace Parish on Pittsburgh’s South 
Side from 1992-1995, and as director 

of campus ministry at the Slippery 
Rock University Newman Center 
from 1995-1996. He also served on 
the Canonical Advisory Council, the 
Priest Council and the Priest Person-
nel Board. 

In 1996, he was appointed to 
work in the Pontifi cal Council for 
Legislative Texts in Rome, which is 
responsible for the interpretation 
of the Church’s laws, especially the 
Code of Canon Law. In 2003, he 
became the Under-secretary of the 
Council. 

While in Rome, he also served as 
an adjunct spiritual director at North 
American College and as a confessor 
for the postulants of the Missionar-
ies of Charity (founded by Mother 
Teresa) and for the Sisters of that 
community working at a home for 
unwed mothers. 

He was named the Fourth 
Bishop of the Diocese of Gaylord 
on Oct. 7, 2009 by Pope Benedict 
XVI. His Episcopal ordination and 
installation took place on Dec. 1, 
2009. Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron 
was the Principal Consecrator, with 
Archbishop Francesco Coccopalmer-
io and Bishop Patrick R. Cooney as 
consecrator. 

On September 24, 2013, His Ho-
liness, Pope Francis, named Bishop 
Bernard Hebda Coadjutor Archbish-
op of the Archdiocese of Newark.

Upon his appointment to the 
Archdiocese of Newark, Archbishop 
Hebda made the following state-
ment: “If you are wondering if I 
am as surprised as you are by this 
appointment, the answer is ‘Yes’...and 
yet I am truly thrilled to be here to 
begin my service.

“I am humbled by Pope Francis’ 
confi dence in calling me to this local 
Church, renowned for its generous 
pastoral outreach to those who have 
come to these shores and its con-
sistently passionate response to the 
call to live out the Gospel. I am also 

Church, trusting that God will use 
you, your wisdom and your experi-
ence to indicate how He is calling me 
to serve.”

Archbishop Myers referred to 
Archbishop Hedba as a “friend and 
collaborator” whom he has known 
for many years. “I happily look 
forward to our increased collabora-
tion for the benefi t of the faithful of 
the Archdiocese of Newark in the 
years ahead,” Archbishop Myers said. 
“Welcome, Archbishop Hebda.”

grateful to Pope Francis for provid-
ing me with the ‘coadjutor’s cushion,’ 
an opportunity to experience the 
vitality of this local Church and its 
challenges before ever being placed 
at the helm. I hope to take advantage 
of this blessing to the fullest extent 
possible, getting to know our par-
ishes, schools and institutions, the vi-
brant threads that form the fabric of 
this Archdiocese. I also look forward 
to becoming better acquainted with 
the clergy, Religious and laity of this 
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RENEW International fosters spiritual renewal
in the Catholic tradition by empowering
individuals and communities to encounter
God in everyday life, deepen and share faith,
and connect faith with action.

     La justicia brota de la fe     Jóvenes para Cristo     Theology on Tap     Advent Awakenings     Longing for the Holy      LEVÁNTATE. Unámonos en Cristo 

Welcome,
Archbishop Hebda

The staff of RENEW International
extends warm greetings and prayers

as you begin your new ministry
in our Archdiocese.

May God bless you!
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May the Lord pour out His rich blessings 
and Our Lady of Czestochowa 

and Bl. John Paul II 
intercede for You 

on the occasion of your appointment 
as a Coadjutor Archbishop 

of the Archdiocese of Newark.

Welcome! Witamy!

CONGRATULATIONS !
STO LAT!

With gratitude and prayers,

Rev. Fr. Miroslaw K. Krol, Pastor

Rev. Fr. Tadeusz Jank

Rev. Ireneusz Pierzchala

Parish Staff

              Parishioners of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church 

                       Archdiocesan Shrine of bl. John Paul II, Linden

http://www.renewintl.org
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Most Reverend Dennis J. Sullivan, D.D.
Diocese of Camden

Dear Archbishop Hebda,

On behalf of the priests, religious and faithful of the Diocese 
of Camden, I would like to extend to you our prayerful best 
wishes as you begin your ministry to the people of the Arch-
diocese of Newark and to offer you a warm welcome to the 
Garden State.

May the words of your episcopal motto “Only Jesus” con-
tinue to serve as a powerful reminder that you are called to 
lead the faithful to encounter Christ Himself by placing your 
many talents at their service.

Thank you for your generosity in serving the Lord and His 
Church in response to the Holy Father’s call. I pray that your 
ministry among us will be blest and fruitful. 

Most Reverend Arthur Serratelli, S.T.D., S.S.L., D.D.

Diocese of Paterson,

We welcome Bishop Bernard A. Hebda of Gaylord, Mich., the 

new Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark, to the Province of New 

Jersey. We know that he is well suited to be of great assistance in 

the Archdiocese of Newark and that he will give strong support to 

Archbishop Myers in his leadership of the Church in New Jersey.

Most Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, D.D. 
Diocese of Metuchen

 Dear +Bernard: 
We are so pleased that you are joining us here in the 

Province of New Jersey! We hope and pray that your 

tenure in the Archdiocese of Newark will be fulfi lling 

and meaningful, and may God bless you in your 

ministry. 

Be assured you are in our constant thoughts and 

prayers. Looking forward to working with you!

Most Reverend Yousif B. Habash 
Syriac Catholic Bishop of the Diocese 
of Our Lady of Deliverance 

 It is a cause of great joy for me to learn of the ap-
pointment of Archbishop Bernard Hebda as coad-
jutor to my dear brother, Archbishop John J. Myers. 
From its establishment by the Apostolic See and 
with the approval of the Synod of our Syriac Catholic 
Church, our diocese has always been blessed with 
the benevolence of the chief shepherds of the local 
Latin Church, the auxiliary bishops, the clergy and 
religious, and faithful. Archbishop Hebda and I were 
together three years ago in the orientation sessions 

May the words of your episcopal motto “Only Jesus” con-
tinue to serve as a powerful reminder that you are called to 
lead the faithful to encounter Christ Himself by placing your 
many talents at their service.

Thank you for your generosity in serving the Lord and His 
Church in response to the Holy Father’s call. I pray that your 
ministry among us will be blest and fruitful. 

prayers. Looking forward to working with you!

Most Reverend David M. O’Connell, C.M. 

Diocese of Trenton

It is a real joy to welcome Archbishop Bernard Hebda to the Prov-

ince of New Jersey as the Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark.  He 

will be a wonderful addition to the New Jersey Catholic Confer-

ence, to the clergy, religious and faithful of Newark and to the life 

of the Church in our region. 

Archbishop Hebda brings with him a wealth of talent and expe-

rience, both nationally and internationally, that will be of tremen-

dous support to Archbishop John Myers as he shepherds the 

Archdiocese of Newark.  I was fortunate to get to know him during 

our time together in Rome in 2010 when all new bishops conse-

crated that year gathered together to meet with His Holiness Pope 

Benedict XVI and other offi cials of the Roman Curia.  He is blessed 

with a warm and gracious personality and a great sense of humor 

that the people of Newark will come quickly to enjoy. 

Archbishop Hebda’s episcopal motto “Only Jesus” provides an in-

sight into his understanding of the primary role of a bishop in the 

Catholic Church: to lead his people to the Lord Jesus Christ.

for new bishops in Rome, began our acquaintance 
then and have become friends. I know Archbishop 
Myers is pleased to have him as a collaborator in 
his many responsibilities and plans. I feel confi dent 
that our ancient and hard pressed and immigrant 
Syriac Church will continue to enjoy the wise coun-
sel and fraternal support we have always received 
with sincere and humble gratitude. In these chal-
lenging times, when the vision of faith can be 
darkened easily, may Archbishop Hebda help us as 
disciples to look up and see only Jesus (Mt 17:8) 
and follow him resolutely. 
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What is a coadjutor? ordained a bishop. Bishop O’Connell 
became the Bishop of Trenton later that 
year when Bishop Smith retired.

However since it is a new position 
in our area, it would be helpful to ex-
plain the diff erence between a coadju-
tor bishop and an auxiliary bishop. We 
have had auxiliary bishops in our arch-
diocese since 1935 when Bishop Th om-
as H. McLaughlin became the fi rst. We 
have had auxiliary bishops longer than 
any other diocese in our state. Auxiliary 
bishops assist the Ordinary (the bishop 
of a diocese) in matters that he has 
assigned them. Th ey are usually among 
his closest advisors and most oft en 

In 1996, Bish-
op John M. Smith 
(a former Aux-
iliary Bishop of 
Newark) became 
coadjutor to Bish-
op John C. Reiss. 
Th e following 
year he succeeded 
to the See of Tren-
ton when Bishop 

Reiss retired. Trenton received another 
coadjutor in 2010 when the Most Rev-
erend David M. O’Connell, C.M., was 

F
or the fi rst time in its 160 
year history, the Arch-
diocese of Newark has 
been assigned a Coadjutor 
Archbishop by our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis. 
While this designation is 

new to us, it is not so to  New Jersey. 
Th e Diocese of Trenton has had two 
such appointments in fairly recent 
years.  

By Rev. Msgr. Francis R. Seymour, K.H.S.
Archdiocesan Archivist

E
veryone who knows 
Archbishop Bernard 
Hebda recognizes that 
he is a gift ed and caring 
person.  I fi rst came to 
know him when he was 
initiating his seminary 

formation in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, 
where I was privileged to serve as 
Bishop.

 It was in 1989 that I ordained 
Father Hebda and eventually asked 
him to serve as my priest secretary. In 
that capacity he had many responsibil-
ities including getting me to and from 
events in parishes throughout the dio-
cese and serving as Master of Ceremo-
nies at those same programs. An added 
dimension to Father Hebda’s ministry 
was his ability to fi nd ice cream parlors 
with exceptional frozen custard on our 
drive home.  

Part of the then-Father Hebda’s re-
sponsibilities included helping me ad-
dress the huge stack of mail that every 
bishop receives and that will increase 
now even more for him as archbishop. 
I always appreciated that Father Hebda 

Recollections on Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda
By Cardinal Donald Wuerl
Archbishop of Washington

was quick to see the human dimension 
of any issue we had to deal with. Th at 
priestly quality will, I believe, endear 
him to the people of the Archdiocese 
of Newark, just as it has to the people 
of the Diocese of Gaylord and, before 
that, to his colleagues in the Roman 
Curia where he served for a decade.  

Th e appointment of Archbishop 
Hebda as Coadjutor in Newark is a 
source of joy for me for two reasons: 
obviously because of the gift s he will 

bring to his new assignment and 
secondly for the fraternal assistance 
he will provide to Archbishop John J. 
Myers a seminary classmate and friend 
with whom I share 47 years of priestly 
ministry and at whose episcopal con-
secration I was privileged to serve as a 
co-consecrator 26 years ago.  

My prayer is that God will contin-
ue graciously to bless the great Arch-
diocese of Newark, its Archbishop and 
its new Coadjutor, Archbishop Hebda.

Continued on page 38

THE PRIESTS, DEACONS, RELIGIOUS 
AND STAFF AT THE CATHEDRAL 

BASILICA OF THE SACRED HEART 
EXTEND A WELCOME TO 

MOST REV. BERNARD A. HEBDA
COADJUTOR ARCHBISHOP 

OF NEWARK

The Sisters of St. Francis
of Philadelphia

Congratulate and Welcome

Most Reverend 
Bernard A. Hebda

Coadjutor Archbishop of the
Archdiocese of Newark

May God bless you in your new ministry.

609 S. Convent Road • Aston, PA • 19014
vocations@osfphila.org  •  www.osfphila.org

(610) 558-7726

Praise the Lord 
in sending us 

Archbishop Hebda. 
We are overjoyed he will 
be ministering among us.

From the Pastor
Rev. Krzysztof K. Maslowski

and Parishioners of
St. Joseph the Carpenter Parish

in Roselle, NJ

St. Valentine Church, 
Bloomfield 

Extends 
Every best wish to 
Archbishop Hebda 

as he begins 
ministering to 
the people of 

the Archdiocese 
of Newark

The Sisters of Charity 
of Saint Elizabeth

who have served over 150 years 
in New Jersey

warmly welcome

The Most Reverend 
Bernard A. Hebda

to his ministry of shepherding the 
wonderful people of the 
Archdiocese of Newark

www.SCNJ.org

mailto:vocations@osfphila.org
http://www.osfphila.org
http://www.SCNJ.org
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Bishop Zubik of Pittsburgh recalls years with ‘Bernie’

W
hen it was 
announced that 
fellow Pitts-
burgh “brother” 
Archbishop 
Hebda would 
be heading to 

the Archdiocese of Newark, Bishop 
David A. Zubik of the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh was confi dent his good 
friend and former colleague would 
be a great leader.

In his congratulatory statement, 
Bishop Zubik said: “ ‘Bernie’ is an 
outstanding servant of God’s peo-
ple. Brilliant, yet humble; focused, 
yet humorous; popular, yet pious 
are but a few of the adjectives any-
one who knows our Bernard would 
describe him… I am certain that all 
the faithful of the Church of Pitts-
burgh join me in off ering a hearty 
congratulations and sincerely 
prayerful best wishes to our native 
son, now-Archbishop Bernard A. 
Hebda.”

Both Bishop Zubik and Arch-
bishop Hebda worked in the offi  ce 
of Donald Cardinal Wuerl, who 
was Bishop of Pittsburgh from 
1988-2006. Bishop Zubik was 
Administrative Secretary while 
Archbishop Hebda was Master of 
Ceremonies. 

“We became very good friends,” 
Bishop Zubik said. “Bernie is 
absolutely brilliant but he is always 
complimentary of the other person. 
When he leads you, he never acts 
as though he is better than anyone 
else. He loves the Church and he 
loves Christ (as you can tell by his 
episcopal motto). Pope Francis 
made a superb choice; Bernie is 
a great gift  to the Archdiocese of 
Newark.”

Although metropolitan Archdi-
ocese of Newark is vastly diff erent 
from rural Gaylord , MI, Bishop 
Zubik believes the new coadjutor 
welcomes the challenge.  “Bernie 
is a very adaptable person and he 
would have been a great fi t any-
where. Wherever there is a need, 
he fi lls it. He’s worked everywhere 
from the Bishop’s offi  ce, to campus 

Committee on Clergy, Consecrated 
Life and Vocations; the Committee 
on Domestic Justice and Human 
Development; the Subcommit-
tee on the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development; the Catholic 
Communications Campaign Sub-
committee; as a Consultant to the 
Committee on Divine Worship, and 
as an alternate to both the Admin-
istrative Committee as well as the 
Committee on Priorities and Plans. 
Bishop Zubik is the fi ft h native son 
to lead the Diocese of Pittsburgh.

Submitted photo
Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda, right, met with friend Rev. Msgr. Robert S. Mey-
er, pastor of SS. Peter and Paul Parish, Hoboken, following his appointment as 
coadjutor archbishop. Msgr. Meyer is a fellow alumnus of the Pontifi cal Grego-
rian University, Rome. “Archbishop ‘Bernie’ Hebda always struck me as a hum-
ble man. I say that because despite his impressive education at both Harvard 
and Columbia (universities), he always was down to earth and had time for 
his friends and others, “Msgr. Meyer wrote in a statement. “The schedule in 
Rome, between formal classes in Italian, seminary formation projects and daily 
personal items kept us all very busy. Despite those academic, formational and 
personal matters we faced, Bernie always had time for a smile and a genuine 
inquiry as to how you were doing. When you were in his presence, you knew 
that you mattered. His warm personality and great sense of humor made him 
pleasant to be around even on the most challenging of days.”

ministry, to spiritual director in 
Rome. Each position is radically 
diff erent than the one before.” 

 Archbishop Hebda has the 
ability to endear himself to people, 
according to Bishop Zubik, because 
of his kindness and openness. “Peo-
ple are taken with his demeanor 
and he has a very quick wit. He 
puts people at ease in every situa-
tion. His humility is most attrac-
tive; he doesn’t take compliments 
well and he never wants to take 
credit.”

Archbishop Hebda primarily 
has experience in law, however 
Bishop Zubik describes him as 
a “pastor through and through.”  
Bishop Zubik continued, “He 
is a terrifi c preacher and is very 
inspirational in a pubic setting. 
Socially, he is at ease with people 
and capitalizes on their gift s and 
talents. Although he is approach-
able, knowledgeable and kind, he 
is also a very strong leader. Bernie 
leads by example and invites others 
to tap into their skills and encour-
ages them to get on board.  He’s no 
push-over; he is the type of leader 
that does not impose but invites 
others to follow him.”

Bishop Zubik recalled Arch-
bishop Hebda as a “very loyal 
friend,” who was present at both 
his ordination as Bishop of the 
Diocese of Green Bay, WI, in 2003 
and at his installation as Bishop of 
Pittsburgh in 2007. “He quietly fl ew 

in from Rome to attend my instal-
lation in Green Bay and I was very 
grateful. I wanted him to part of 
the ceremony but he wanted to ‘stay 
in the pews.’ He is self-giving and 
always thinking of others. “

David A. Zubik was installed 
as the twelft h Bishop of Pittsburgh 
Sept. 28, 2007. H was ordained 
a priest by Bishop Vincent M. 
Leonard May 3, 1975. He current-
ly serves on seven committees of 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops—as Chair of the 

By Melissa McNally
Editor

in from Rome to attend my instal-
lation in Green Bay and I was very 
grateful. I wanted him to part of 
the ceremony but he wanted to ‘stay 
in the pews.’ He is self-giving and 
always thinking of others. “

as the twelft h Bishop of Pittsburgh 
Sept. 28, 2007. H was ordained 
a priest by Bishop Vincent M. 
Leonard May 3, 1975. He current-
ly serves on seven committees of 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops—as Chair of the 

Bishop David A. Zubik
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111 South St.
New Providence NJ 07974

Th e Parish Community of 
Our Lady of Peace

WELCOMES
The Most Reverend 
Bernard A. Hebda
Coadjutor Archbishop of 

the Archdiocese of Newark

 

Welcome
& 

Special Blessings of Peace
to

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda 

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace

Welcome, Archbishop Hebda.  
The parish family of the 
Church of the Annunciation, 
Paramus, prays for God’s 
grace and blessings as you 
minister to the people of the 
Archdiocese of Newark. 

Reverend James V. Teti, Pastor 

          The Religious Teachers Filippini 

                                    welcome and  assure the 

           Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda 

   of our prayerful support  

and best wishes.  May 

  God’s  blessings accompany all 

    your good works among us. 

 

          ThThThThThThThThT

The Priests & Staff of
Clergy Personnel

WELCOME!
Archbishop Hebda

God bless you 
Archbishop Hebda.

Welcome to the 
Archdiocese of Newark

The Parish family of
Sacred Heart, Rochelle Park

Welcome and Best Wishes to
Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda
Welcome

to the Archdiocese of Newark

The Priests, staff & Parishioners 
of

Blessed Sacrament/
St. Charles Borromeo

In prayerful gratitude 
we welcome 

Archbishop Hebda, 
Coadjutor Archbishop 

of Newark 
to our local Church
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Immaculate	
  Heart	
  Academy	
  

welcomes	
  
Archbishop	
  Bernard	
  

to	
  the	
  
Archdiocese	
  of	
  Newark	
  

Visit www.ihahs.com 
 

Twitter: @theihahs 
Instagram: @attheheart 

Facebook: Immaculate Heart Academy Page 
	
  

500 Van Emburgh Ave., Township of Washington, NJ 07676	
  

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 

 
The Parish Family of 

 Queen of Peace Church 

 Queen of Peace Elementary School 

And 

Queen of Peace High School  

 
extend our prayers and a warm welcome to… 

 

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda 

On his appointment as 

Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark  
 

God Bless You as you continue to serve the Lord! 
 
 

Queen of Peace Church 

Msgr. William J. Fadrowski,V.F., Pastor  

Deacon William R. Benedetto, Director of Religious Education 

Queen of Peace Elementary School– Miss Terri Suchocki, Principal  

Queen of Peace High School – Mr. John Bellocchio, Principal 

North Arlington, New Jersey  
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Q: 
When did you fi rst 
discern a call to the 
ministerial priest-
hood? 

A: 
I came from a very 
Catholic family so 
that it is not surpris-
ing that I considered 
priesthood as an op-

tion even as a young child. More-
over, the Sisters of Charity, who 
taught in our parish school, always 
encouraged the boys to think about 
priesthood. While still in grade 
school, I joined a vocations club 
sponsored by the Capuchin Fran-
ciscans. Th at certainly kept the pos-
sibility before my eyes. I loved the 
annual summer retreat they spon-
sored and even asked my parents if 
I could go to the Capuchins’ high 
school seminary—but my parents 
thought I was too young!

Q: 
Did anyone in partic-
ular infl uence your 
decision?

A: 
My family belonged 
to a huge parish with 
a pastor and three 
assistants. We always 
had excellent priests 

and they certainly inspired me. I 
also really admired the Capuchin 
Franciscans who worked with 
our vocations club. I was thrilled 
recently to hear from one of them, 
Father Bill Weithorn, O.F.M. Cap., 
when it was announced that I 
would be coming to Newark. An-
other great infl uence on me later 
on was our high school headmas-
ter, Father Robert Reardon, who 
celebrated Mass each morning be-
fore classes began and really helped 
me to fall in love with Christ in the 
Eucharist.  

Q: 
Yet, you did not fi rst 
go to the seminary 
but became a lawyer. 
Why? Then you were 
not long a lawyer 

before you decided on the seminary. 
What led you to change your mind?

A: I had thought about 
going to seminary di-
rectly aft er high school 
but was encouraged by 

the Capuchins to take advantage 
of the opportunity that I had to go 
to Harvard. While there, I studied 
international relations and became 
very interested in global social 
issues and began to think that 
perhaps the Lord was calling me to 
embrace a career in international 
civil service. It was that thought 
that led me to Columbia Law 
School. It had a great international 
law program and I was excited by 
the opportunity to be so close to 
the United Nations.  

While at Columbia, however, I 
started going to daily Mass again 
and the excitement that I experi-
enced at Mass once again made me 
think that perhaps the Lord was 
indeed calling me to be a priest.  
Having already invested myself 
heavily in law school I decided 
that I should fi nish the degree and 
take some more time to discern 
God’s call. I very much enjoyed 
law school and the experiences 
that I had working at a law fi rm 
in the summers. When I fi nished 

school, although I still thought 
about priesthood, I took a job with 
the largest law fi rm in Pittsburgh. 
I chose Pittsburgh in part because 
I thought that home would be the 
best place to continue my discern-
ment.  

I enjoyed my work at Reed 
Smith very much, but the question 
of priesthood didn’t go away. I did 
my best to go to Mass every day 
but otherwise immersed myself 
in work. (Th e time at Mass was 
the only hour of the day I couldn’t 
bill!). When even then the idea of 
seminary didn’t go away, I decided 
that I had better resolve the mat-
ter before my investment in work 
would make it too diffi  cult to walk 
away. I made an appointment with 
the diocesan vocations director and 
soon found myself enrolled in the 
pre-theology program at Saint Paul 
Seminary as a seminarian for the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh.  

Q: 
While smaller than 
Newark, Pittsburgh 
is a diverse city. Can 
you comment on the 
similarities that may 

infl uence your work here? 

A: I am excited to be in an 
area with many strong 
Catholic schools and I 
am hoping that I will 

fi nd the same passion for parish life 
that I knew in the urban neighbor-
hoods of Pittsburgh. I always loved 

Getting to know Archbishop Hebda

A:
the Capuchins to take advantage 
of the opportunity that I had to go 
to Harvard. While there, I studied 
international relations and became 
very interested in global social 
issues and began to think that 
perhaps the Lord was calling me to 
embrace a career in international 
civil service. It was that thought 
that led me to Columbia Law 
School. It had a great international 
law program and I was excited by 
the opportunity to be so close to 
the United Nations.  

started going to daily Mass again 
and the excitement that I experi-
enced at Mass once again made me 
think that perhaps the Lord was 
indeed calling me to be a priest.  
Having already invested myself 
heavily in law school I decided 
that I should fi nish the degree and 

“I           always loved the synergy between faith and ethnicity 
in Pittsburgh and I am told I will fi nd that in many 

parts of the Archdiocese.”
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the synergy between faith and eth-
nicity in Pittsburgh and I am told I 
will fi nd that in many parts of the 
Archdiocese.

Q: 
Can you explain your 
role as a spiritual 
director to the Mis-
sionaries of Charity 
in Rome and how it 

infl uenced your spirituality? 

A: I was confessor for 
many years for the 
community’s postulants, 
off ering a talk on some 

spiritual theme, exposing the Bless-
ed Sacrament, hearing confessions 
and then off ering Benediction. 
Th ey always gave me more than I 
gave them. I was inspired by the 
Sisters’ commitment to discerning 
God’s call and I was challenged 
by their willingness to embrace a 
life in service to the poorest of the 
poor. Th ey certainly spurred me on 
to greater generosity with the Lord 
and with those in need.  

I also celebrated a weekly ear-
ly morning Mass for the Sisters 
serving at the women’s shelter 
that Mother Teresa and Pope John 
Paul II opened at the Vatican and 
another for the Sisters who ran a 
home for unwed mothers. In both 
instances, the Sisters inspired me 
by their deep respect for the dignity 
of human life and the cheerfulness 
that they always brought to their 
apostolate, no matter how compli-
cated. Aft er so many years of seeing 
them strive to do “small things 
with great love,” I’m hoping some 
of their example has rubbed off  on 
me. 

Q: 
Could you also de-
scribe your ministry 
at the North American 
College in Rome? 

A: I cherished my time 
as a spiritual direc-
tor for seminarians 
because the contact 
with the seminarians 

kept me tuned in to the optimistic 
enthusiasm today’s young people 
so oft en bring to the faith. One 
can’t help but be hopeful when 
encountering so many young men 

absolutely focused on discerning 
God’s will. It also gave me the taste 
of pastoral life that I missed in days 
otherwise fi lled with legal research 
and administration. 

Q: 
With your experience 
as a campus minister, 
do you fi nd young 
people are more or 
less spiritual these 

                                days?   

A: 
For a whole host of 
reasons, we didn’t 
have many young 
adults in the Diocese 
of Gaylord.  I was 

really impressed, however, with 
the deep spirituality of the young 
people who went out of their way 
to stay involved in the Church.  I 
travelled to World Youth Days in 
Madrid and Rio with young adults 
from the diocese and found them 
inspiring. I am very much looking 
forward to living in the midst of 
college students at Seton Hall. 

Q: 
You have attended 
Catholic schools 
throughout your life. 
What is your take on 
their importance and 

how “Lighting the Way” in the Archdio-
cese of Newark can help promote that 
vision?  

my life is the foundation I received 
from the Sisters of Charity, the 
Christian Brothers and the many 
faith-fi lled and dedicated lay men 
and women who taught me in 
grade school and high school.  I am 
committed to working to maximize 
the number of young people who 
can avail themselves of that sort of 
Christ-centered education. 

Q: 
The New Energies ini-
tiative involves clergy 
and people of the 
archdiocese address-
ing the demographic 

changes within our four counties. How 
do you plan to reach out to those who 
may be uncomfortable with those 
changes?  

my life is the foundation I received 
from the Sisters of Charity, the 
Christian Brothers and the many 
faith-fi lled and dedicated lay men 
and women who taught me in 
grade school and high school.  I am 
committed to working to maximize 
the number of young people who 
can avail themselves of that sort of 
Christ-centered education. 

Q: 
changes within our four counties. How 
do you plan to reach out to those who 

changes?  

A: While I don’t yet 
know all the details 
about “Lighting the 
Way,” I remain con-
vinced that Catholic 

education is a crucial apostolate in 
today’s Church. While I’m grate-
ful for my experiences at two Ivy 
League institutions, I know that the 
greatest educational infl uence in 

Continued on page 15

“God   created us for 
love and until 

we experience unity with 
Him, knowing his love and 

sharing his desire that we love 
our brothers and sisters as 

ourselves, we are not going to 
be satisfi ed.”
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The Parishes of the South Central Bergen Deanery #5 

extend a warm welcome to the

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda,
as he begins his work as Coadjutor Archbishop 

of the Archdiocese of Newark.

 May your work here be filled with many blessings!

St. Joseph, Bogota                    Holy Trinity, Hackensack         Immaculate Conception, Hackensack

St. Francis of Assisi, Hackensack        St. Joseph, Hackensack            St. Margaret of Cortona, Little Ferry

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Maywood            St. Francis of Assisi, Ridgefi eld Park            St. Anastasia, Teaneck

Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda 



Joining with the FaithFul oF

the archdiocese oF newark we wish to welcome

the most reverend Bernard a. heBda,

named co-adJutor archBishop 

oF the archdiocese oF newark

By his holiness, pope Francis

god Bless you in all oF your endeavors

For the local church oF newark

charles c. carella
charles m. carella

carella, Byrne, cecchi, olstein, Brody & agnello, p.c.

 
5 Becker Farm road

roseland, nJ 07068
(973) 994-1700

www.carellabyrne.com

http://www.carellabyrne.com
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Welcome
Archbishop Hebda

Blessings, today and always.
         

         Rev. Msgr. Neil J. Mahoney
             & the staff at St. Patrick 

Pro-Cathedral
        and St. John, Newark

The Serra Clubs
within the Archdiocese

Welcomes

The Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda
Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark

Custom
(((SOUND SYSTEMS)))

(914) 693-2600
www.montebros.com

“We specialize in houses of worship”

Monte Bros.
Sound Systems, Inc.

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

“We specialize in houses of worship”

You can fi nd them all at New Jersey’s SOURCE  for Catholic gift s, 
featuring the LARGEST SELECTION of religious goods in North Jersey.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
973-473-5246

email: info@sikoras.com

147 Market Street 
Passaic, N.J.

(Just minutes from I-80 & Rt. 46)

Welcome
Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda

Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark

CALDWELL
COLLEGE

MOUNT SAINT
DOMINIC ACADEMY

LACORDAIRE
ACADEMY

SAINT DOMINIC
ACADEMY

LINK COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

SAINT CATHERINE
OF SIENA

HEALTH CARE
CENTER

MARIAN MANOR

SIENA VILLAGE

GENESIS FARM

WELCOME

Most Reverend
Bernard A. Hebda

Our Prayers and Good Wishes
Are With You

As You Begin Your Ministry
to the

People of God 
in the 

Archdiocese of Newark

THE SISTERS OF SAINT DOMINIC
OF CALDWELL

AND THEIR
SPONSORED MINISTRIES

Welcome Ad Advocate Bishop Hebda_Layout 1  10/16/13  2:42 PM  Page 1

The Schools of Deanery 3

Welcome
Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda

Academy of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel

Tenafly

St. Joseph School
Oradell

Transfiguration Academy
Bergenfield

St. Peter Academy
River Edge

Visitation Academy
Paramus

St. Therese of Lisieux
Cresskill

http://www.montebros.com
mailto:info@sikoras.com
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Q & A

A: 
I’m a sucker for any 
novel about lawyers 
and am just fi nish-
ing Grisham’s Th e 
Racketeer.  I also 

really like to read biographies and 
histories. I am presently really en-
joying Stewards of the Mysteries, a 
history of Immaculate Conception 
Seminary that I received as a gift  
when I was in Newark. 

Q: 
What is your favorite 
way to relax?  

A: 
I love spending 
time with my 
family and friends.  
Th ere is nothing 
more relaxing for 

me than a day with them at the 
shore—even when the weather 
isn’t so great. 

Q: 
Do you have any 
hobbies? 

A: I like to read and I 
love to visit histor-
ical sites. Northern 
Michigan has been 
great for visiting 

old mission churches and settle-
ments. 

Q: 
What is your favorite 
food?

A: 
Nothing compares 
with my Mom’s 
pierogi or potato 
pancakes. Now that 
my Mom has gone to 

God, there’s nothing that I would 
prefer to a plate of carbonara. Aft er 
18 years in Rome, I love anything 
Italian. 

Q: 
What kind of car do 
you drive? 

A: 
A Mercury Mariner.

Q: 
Do you need GPS?  

A: 
Some parishioners 
had given me a GPS 
when I fi rst arrived 
in Gaylord and it 
was a lifesaver on 

plenty of occasions. 

A: First of all, I think 
that we have to help 
people keep their 
focus on Christ and 
place their trust in 

Him.  It’s so hard to engage people 
when they are afraid and insecure.  
I think that it is always important, 
moreover, to give people sincere 
reason to feel that they have been 
heard and that they have an im-
portant role to play in making deci-
sions concerning how we together 
adapt to changing circumstances. 
My fi rst parish assignment was in a 
neighborhood where seven par-
ishes, mostly ethnic, were merged 
into one.  It was awfully diffi  cult for 
many of the people to let go of what 
they had, until we were able to 
convince them that we understood 
their diffi  culty and were committed 
to helping them adapt to the new 
situation.  

Q: 
During the press 
conference at the 
Archdiocesan Center, 
you said “the deepest 
longings of the human 

heart are universal and timeless.” What, 
have you found, are those universal 
longings that bind us together?  

A: 
As Saint Augus-
tine prayed sixteen 
hundred years ago, 
“You have made us 
for yourself, O Lord, 

and our heart is restless until it rests 
in you.”  God created us for love 
and until we experience unity with 
Him, knowing his love and sharing 
his desire that we love our brothers 
and sisters as ourselves, we are not 
going to be satisfi ed. I think that 
all of us desire to be part of a fam-
ily and community, to feel that we 
count, that we can contribute to the 
common good, that we can make a 
diff erence, that we’re fulfi lling that 
purpose for which God created us.

Q: 
What book are you 
reading now?  

 

Continued from page 11
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Priests Deacons, Religious, Staff Members 
and People of the Parishes of Northern Valley 

Deanery 2N warmly welcome
Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda 

to the Archdiocese of Newark

Sacred Heart Church
Haworth
Rev. Stephen Fichter
Sr. Joanne Picciurro
Sr. Regina Mc Tiernan
 
St. Anthony Church
Northvale
Rev. Gerald T. Hahn
 
Immaculate Conception Church
Norwood
Rev. Leo J. Butler
Deacon James J. Pulliate
Sr. Suzanne Reynolds 
Sr. Elizabeth Holler
 
St. Piux Church
Old Tappan
Rev. Patrick M. Mulewski
Deacons John J. McKenna 
& Richard Hodges

St. Mary Church
Closter
Very Rev. Paul A. Cannariato, V. F.
Rev. Dick Mroz
Deacon James P. Tobin
Sr. Georgette Dublino
 
St. Joseph Church
Demarest
Rev, Jung Soo Kim
Rev. Donato Cabardo
Rev. Jongkwan Baek
Sr. Ottilia Kim
Sr. Jacob Yun
 
Our Lady of Victories 
Church
Harrington Park
Rev. Bryan F. J. Adamcik
Deacons Thomas Lagatol 
& Albert Mc Laughlin

The Parish Community 
of  Our Lady of Sorrows, 
South Orange welcomes 
Archbishop Hebda and 
extends our prayerful 
best wishes.

ICS wishes to congratulate…

The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda
On his appointment as the Co-adjutor Archbishop of Newark

The Management and Staff of Institutional Commodity Services
1011 First Avenue New York, NY 10022 

646-794-2600 • ICS@archny.org • www.nyics.org

The Pastoral Staff and People of 
 

St. Peter the Apostle Parish, River Edge 
 

welcome our new co-adjutor Archbishop 
 

The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda 
 

“Only Jesus” 

mailto:ICS@archny.org
http://www.nyics.org
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www.CrossCatholic.org

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda
Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark

Congratulations and prayerful best wishes 
on your installation.

May the Archdiocese of Newark grow in faith 
and love with your spiritual guidance.

Pontifical Mission Societies
Archdiocese of Newark

Welcome Archbishop Hebda!

The Staff of the Pontifical Mission Societies

in the Archdiocese of Newark

welcomes you

and pledges our support 

and continued cooperation

to you and Archbishop Myers

as the chief missionaries of this local Church.

As the principal source

of funding for the Missions of the Holy Father

throughout the world,

the Pontifical Mission Societies

seeks to raise awareness and support

for over 1000 mission dioceses and territories

to proclaim the Gospel of Christ

and fulfill the mission of the Church

to do good on earth.
Very Rev. Michael M. Walters

Archdiocesan Director

Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology welcomes 

The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, J.C.L., J.D.  
Coadjutor Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Newark

 May your Episcopal Ministry  
 help all of us  
 to gaze upon “only Jesus.”

http://www.CrossCatholic.org
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PARAMUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
WELCOMES

ARCHBISHOP BERNARD A. HEBDA

Members of the Class of 2013 earned about 
$33 million in scholarships and grants 
- New tablet program & online classes

- 133 courses, including 24 honors and 19 AP classes
- New �rac� & Astro �urf Stadium �eld with lights

- Full Music program & Marching Band
- - Stable, strong, and future focused

PARAMUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
425 PARAMUS ROAD

PARAMUS, NEW JERSEY 07652
www.paramuscatholic.com

201-445-4466

The Parish Family of  Church of  the Assumption, Emerson, NJ
extends a warm welcome, gratitude, prayers and love to

Reverend Bernard A. Hebda,
as Coadjutor Archbishop of  the Archdiocese of  Newark.

May our Lord bless you, 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, 

as you continue 
your ministry 

among the faithful.

Saint thereSa ChurCh

Kenilworth

With much love and gratitude,
we WELCOME

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda as
Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark.

Rev. Armand Mantia, Pastor 
and the priests, parishioners and staff of 

Holy Spirit Church
Union

Montclair, NJ 

Rev. Joseph Scarangella, Pastor

Our hearts are full of joy as we join in 
welcoming

The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda
From the

Parish family of

http://www.paramuscatholic.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Paramus-Catholic-High-School-Alumni/148721028600715
https://twitter.com/ParamusCathHS


WELCOME 
MOST REVEREND

BERNARD A. HEBDA

“BLESSED ARE THE FEET OF HIM WHO 

ANNOUNCES THE GOOD NEWS”

NEOCATECHUMENAL 
COMMUNITIES 

OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
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  1959  •  1977  •  1980  •  1983  •  1989  •  1990-92  •  1992-95  •  1995-96  •  1996  •  2003  •  2009  •  2013 

• Born Sept. 3, in Pittsburgh

• Graduated from South Hills    
   Catholic High School

• J.D., Columbia University

• S.T.B., Gregorian University 
• April 6, ordained deacon
• July 1, ordained priest

• Master of Ceremonies, office of Bishop 
• Licentiate in Canon Law, 
   Pontifical Gregorian University• B.A., Harvard University

 Archbishop Hebda as a toddler. 

As a young child at Storybook 
Forest in Ligonier, PA.

As a fourth grader at Resurrection 
Elementary School in Brookline, PA. 

As a high school senior at 
South Hills Catholic High 
School in Pittsburgh, PA.

As a seminarian at North American 
Pontifical College, Rome, he toured 
the city with fellow seminarians.

 As a college student, Archbishop Hebda 
enjoyed meals at home during breaks.

Archbishop Hebda at his confirmation 
with classmate Richard Glumac.



November 5, 2013  Page  21 Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda 

  1959  •  1977  •  1980  •  1983  •  1989  •  1990-92  •  1992-95  •  1995-96  •  1996  •  2003  •  2009  •  2013 

• Team ministry at Prince of 
Peace Parish, Pittsburgh

• Sept. 24, named Coadjutor
    Archbishop of Newark
•  Nov. 5, Eucharistic Celebration   
    of Welcome, Cathedral Basilica   
    of the Sacred Heart

• Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, Rome
   Adjunct spiritual director at North American College

• Under-secretary of the 
   legislative texts council
•  Confessor for postulants of 
   the Missionaries of Charity

• Oct. 7, named fourth 
   Bishop of Gaylord
• Dec. 1, installed 

• Director of campus ministry, 
   Slippery Rock University
•  Service on Canonical Advisory 
  Council, Priest Council, and 
   Priest Personnel Board

Archbishop Myers introduces Archbishop 
Hebda to the staff at the Archdiocesan 

Center, Newark, announcing his 
appointment on Sept. 24, 2013.

During Christmastime in Rome with 
a family from Pittsburgh in 1985.

Holding first niece Kaitlyn, 
now a teenager.

Archbishop Hebda, kneeling, at his installation 
as Bishop of Gaylord, MI, Dec. 1, 2009.

 With other seminarians at North 
American Pontifical College, Rome. Meeting  Pope John Paul II.

Archbishop Hebda blesses a baby in the 
Diocese of Matagalpa, Nicaragua. The 
dioceses of Gaylord and Matagalpa have 
been linked in a special “hermanamiento” 
(sister relationship) since 2004.
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For Midwestern bishops in Rome, tradition and topical concerns
Archbishop Hebda, along with other bishops from the Midwestern United 

States, visited former Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican in February 2012. This 
news story was originally published by Catholic News Service (CNS) Feb. 7, 2012.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Bishop 
Bernard A. Hebda of Gaylord, MI, said 
he was not sure what to expect when 

he made his first ad limina visit to the 
Vatican in early February.

Together with other members of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Region VI, which includes parts of Mich-
igan and Ohio, Bishop Hebda—a bishop 

for a little more than two years—started 
his first full day in Rome at Mass in Saint 
Peter’s Basilica, before the Altar of the 
Tomb of Saint Peter.

That Mass was a “humbling expe-
rience but a real energizing moment as 
well,” Bishop Hebda said, “an opportu-
nity for us to refocus what it is that we’re 
doing, reminding us that we’re part of 
an institution that’s been passing on the 

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

teaching of Christ for 2,000 years.”
The bishops’ periodic visits are 

formally called ad limina apostolorum, 
which means “to the thresholds of the 
apostles” Peter and Paul, who were mar-
tyred in Rome. Traditionally, the visits 
serve as an occasion for leaders of local 
churches to draw inspiration as well as 
guidance from the center of Catholicism.

A major topic of discussion this time 
was the message that Pope Benedict XVI 
sent in his speech to another group of 
visiting American bishops in January.

“Radical secularism” threatens the 
core values of American culture, the pope 
warned at that time, as he called on the 
church in the U.S., including politicians 
and other laypeople, to render “public 
moral witness” on crucial social issues.

Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron of 
Detroit said that Vatican officials under-
scored the pope’s message.

“Everybody here is very attentive, 
they are watching what we do to defend 
the liberty of the church,” the archbishop 
said, “not just for freedom of worship, but 
that the church should be free to act for 
the common good.”

That freedom, he said, has particular 
salience in an election year. 

“We run the country, we are a de-
mocracy,” Archbishop Vigneron said. “It’s 
always about the choices we make as the 
electorate.”

Looking ahead to this October’s Syn-
od of Bishops on the new evangelization, 
the bishops discussed Pope Benedict’s call 
to present Catholicism in ways and terms 
compelling to contemporary society.

“The easiest group to reach is going 
to be the young people,” said Archbishop 
Dennis M. Schnurr of Cincinnati. “For 
adults, it’s going to be more challenging.

“Because of the turbulence after the 
Second Vatican Council, (the church) 
didn’t do such a good job of providing a 
good catechetical education for two gen-
erations of our people,” he said. “But that 
doesn’t mean that they are not hungry 
for it.”

For Bishop Alexander K. Sample of 
Marquette, MI, “the renewal of the sacred 
liturgy has to go hand-in-hand with the 
faith formation and the catechesis that 
we need for the new evangelization. ... 
The liturgy is a vehicle, really, for the faith 
formation of our people.”

In meetings with Vatican officials, the 
bishops also raised local concerns. Bishop 
Sample said he urged the Congregation 
for Saints’ Causes to move forward with 
the cause of his diocese’s first bishop, 
Bishop Frederic Baraga, a 19th-century 
missionary who ministered to miners and 
Indians on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

mailto:tom@naninasinthepark.com
mailto:info@theparksavoy.com
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Coat of Arms
The Most Reverend Bernard Anthony Hebda, D.D., J.C.L., J.D.

Traditional Heraldry  
The wide-brimmed green 
pilgrim’s hat, or galero, with 
20 attached tassels, and the 
two-barred processional 
cross traditionally frame an 
archbishop’s coat of arms. 
The red stones on Archbishop 
Hebda’s cross represent the  
five wounds of Christ. 

Motto  
From Mark 9:8, the Transfiguration account, 

and included in a prayer, written by the Blessed 
Cardinal John Henry Newman, offered every 

morning by the Missionaries of Charity.

Berries  
The top row of seven 

berries, similar to 
Rosary beads, represent 

his elevation to the 
episcopacy on Oct. 7, 
the feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary. Added 

to the eight berries 
below, the 15 represent 

the Assumption, to 
which the Norbertine 

Monastery in Hebdów, 
Poland was dedicated  

in the12th Century. The 
four clusters of fruit 

represent the cardinal 
virtues of prudence, 
justice, strength and 

temperance.

Elderberry Tree  
This tree is a play on the 

archbishop’s last name 
similar to bez heb, the Polish 
name for an elderberry tree 
widespread in southeastern 

Poland from which Archbishop 
Hebda’s paternal grandparents 

emigrated. 

Fess chequy  
The checked pattern is taken from 
the coat of arms of the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, where he grew up and for 
which he was ordained a priest.

Azure star  
The blue, seven-pointed 
star represents Mary and 
how Archbishop Hebda 
has placed his pastoral 
ministry under Her 
maternal protection. 
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     Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda

             Welcome!—Witamy!
THE PARISH FAMILY OF

THE CHURCH OF THE MOST SACRED 
HEART OF JESUS

WALLINGTON, NJ 07057

SAVE THE DATES!

The catholic Men’s & Women’s 
commission warmly welcome
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda

to the spiritual family of the 
Archdiocese of newark

Men’s Conference
Saturday, March 15, 2014 

Seton Hall University

Women’s Conference
Saturday, April 26, 2014

Seton Hall University

Welcome and Congratulations 
to

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda
Co-Adjutor Archbishop of Newark

From
Most Reverend Paul G. Bootkoski

and the Priests, Deacons, Religious and Laity
of the Diocese of Metuchen

St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 
Welcomes Coadjutor Archbishop 

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda 

St. Bartholomew’s pastor,  
Rev. John J. Paladino, 

at Diaconate Ordination 2013  
in Rome with Archbishop Hebda

 

Welcome Archbishop Hebda,
And God bless you 

here in Newark! 

St. Joseph of the Palisades
West New York

Greetings
Archbishop Hebda

Welcomes you as you begin your
ministry in the

Archdiocese of Newark

The community of  
St. Philip the Apostle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saddle Brook 

The Community of
St. Philip the Apostle

Saddle Brook

The community of  
St. Philip the Apostle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saddle Brook 



“The deepest longings of the human heart are universal and timeless. 
…it is Jesus, and only Jesus, who can satisfy those longings.”

        - archbishop Bernard a. hebda
                  september 24, 2013

welcome archbishop hebda!
May the God of peace make you perfect in holiness.

We greet you with a holy embrace! 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

                                                                after 1 thessalonians 5: 23, 26, 28

The Parishioners and Priests of Deanery One
guardian angel, Allendale church of the nativity, Midland Park
most Blessed sacrament, Franklin Lakes our lady of perpetual help, Oakland
saint catharine, Glen Rock  saint paul, Ramsey
saint luke, Ho-Ho-Kus our lady of mount carmel, Ridgewood
immaculate conception, Mahwah saint gabriel the archangel, Saddle River
immaculate heart of mary, Mahwah church of the presentation, Upper Saddle River
 saint elizabeth, Wyckoff
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Faithful from Diocese of Gaylord reflect on former bishop

By Melissa McNally
Editor

H
e was with them 
for just four years, 
but Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda 
won’t be forgot-
ten by the 66,000 
Catholics in the 

rural Diocese of Gaylord, MI. 
Charles Taylor, superintendent 

of Catholic Schools for the Diocese 
of Gaylord, was surprised by Arch-
bishop Hebda’s appointment but 
not shocked that he was chosen for 
the new position. 

“From the fi rst moment that we 
met him we all knew that he was 
destined to move on from Gaylord, 
but we hoped that he would have 
been here for a few years longer,” 
Taylor explained. “Archbishop 
Hebda said in his farewell letter 
that he learned everything about 
what it was to be a bishop from us 
but I believe that we learned what it 
means to be a bishop from him. He 
is a common man who is remark-
ably uncommon.”

Taylor described Archbishop 
Hebda as a “servant leader” who in-
spired those around him. “He has a 
brilliant intellect and a friendly and 
unassuming disposition. He has an 
inexhaustible work ethic, is a skilled 
listener and possesses a remarkable 

Sister Barbara Hubeny, O.P., 
of the Augustine Center Retreat 
House in Conway, MI, viewed 
Archbishop Hebda as a “compas-
sionate, sincere and prayerful man” 
who enthusiastically collaborat-
ed with others. Th e archbishop 
preached the Gospel by his actions, 
she explained, not merely through 
words. 

“My lasting memory of Arch-
bishop Hebda is him bowling on 
the streets of Harbor Springs, walk-
ing the sidewalk days of Petoskey, 
attending the branding of cattle in 
Alanson, as well as participating in 
every Holy Hour for vocations in 
each vicariate of our diocese. In my 
eyes, he was real,” she recalled.

According to Cathy Nelson of 
Traverse City, MI, and member 
of the Diocesan Pastoral Council, 
working with members in the com-
munity and building relationships 
is a hallmark of Archbishop Heb-
da’s leadership style. 

“He listens fi rst—that’s what 
makes Archbishop Hebda such an 
eff ective leader. It stems from his 
humility. He remembers details 
from your conversation. When 
people feel valued in that way, it’s 
the fi rst step toward meaningful 
progress in any situation,” Nelson 
explained. “Person by person, par-

ish by parish, he had a way of mak-
ing ordinary people see the impor-
tance of their work, their service 
and their role. He took the time to 
truly appreciate his surroundings. 
He had a knack for ‘meeting people 
where they are’ in way that always 
made me think of Jesus.”

An extemporaneous homilist, 
Archbishop Hebda managed to 
engage faithful of all ages with his 
preaching. Taylor recalled a Catho-
lic Schools Week Mass. “Th ere were 
about 1,000 students and their fam-
ilies gathered in the gym. Bishop 
Hebda gave the homily, and every-
one—from the tiniest preschooler 
to the high school senior, parents, 
grandparents, teachers, clergy—was 
listening raptly to the message. It’s 
one thing to tailor your speaking 
one-on-one, but his ability to speak 
to that variety of people, all at once, 
and have it mean something to 
everyone? It was powerful.”

Ordained by Archbishop Heb-
da in January, Father Chet Collins 
regards Archbishop Hebda as a 
mentor. “Archbishop Hebda is the 
person most responsible for my 
being ordained a priest. He had 
enough courage to allow me, at age 
65, to return to the seminary and 
complete my studies for priesthood 
that I had begun over 40 years 

memory,” he said. “He was a familiar 
sight at parish festivals, school fund-
raisers, and community events-he 
ate a lot of chicken dinners, got to 
know a lot of families, and helped a 
lot of communities to know Christ’s 
love by his care and concern.”

Candace Neff , director of Com-
munications in the Diocese of Gay-
lord, worked closely with Archbish-
op Hebda. Not only a colleague, the 
bishop became a close friend and 
confi dant. “We stood vigil at my 
mother’s bedside in a hospice facil-
ity as she made the journey from 
this life to the next. His prayers, 
visits and support made an ever-
lasting impact on my whole family. 
His own mother had passed a few 
months earlier and within a span 
of months, several diocesan staff  
members and priests experienced 
the grief of losing a parent.  Each 
and every time Archbishop Hebda 
was by our side off ering his prayers 
and presence.  For me, he was pres-
ent at the most joyful and diffi  cult 
times in my life – and I shall always 
be grateful.”

Archbishop Hebda’s enduring 
legacy to the diocese is a “renewed 
enthusiasm to the Church of Gay-
lord, challenging us to dream big-
ger and reaching out in new ways,” 
Neff  explained. “His impact on the 
faithful of the diocese will certainly 
be felt for years to come.”

of the Augustine Center Retreat 
House in Conway, MI, viewed 
Archbishop Hebda as a “compas-
sionate, sincere and prayerful man” 
who enthusiastically collaborat-
ed with others. Th e archbishop 
preached the Gospel by his actions, 
she explained, not merely through 
words. 

bishop Hebda is him bowling on 
the streets of Harbor Springs, walk-
ing the sidewalk days of Petoskey, 
attending the branding of cattle in 
Alanson, as well as participating in 
every Holy Hour for vocations in 
each vicariate of our diocese. In my 
eyes, he was real,” she recalled.
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of the small parish festivals in the 
diocese. “An encounter with him 
always felt like an encounter with 
a loving pastor,” Diller said. “He 
always stayed around aft er the Mass 
for the hot dog roast or coff ee bar, 
chatted with families, retirees, chil-
dren and teens. Archbishop Hebda 
was not just ‘the’ bishop; he was 
‘our’ bishop.”

earlier.  His taking a chance on me, 
encouraging me and being there 
to support me, gave me the op-
portunity to experience the joy of 
priesthood for which I will ever be 
grateful.”

Fr. Collins described the coad-
jutor archbishop as a “fatherly, car-
ing person” with an overwhelming 
sense of compassion. “He called me 
from Florida, where he was visiting 
family, when my mother passed 
away. He even took the time out of 
his busy schedule of Holy Week to 
anoint my mother on Good Friday.  
He is truly a ‘Good Shepherd.’”

Katie Diller, who grew up in the 
Diocese of Gaylord, is now the di-
rector of Student Outreach at Saint 
John Catholic Church and Student 
Center serving Michigan State 
University. Now primarily working 
with college Catholic students, she 
was impressed with Archbishop 
Hebda’s dedication to young people. 
“He knew many, many of the high 
school students in his diocese.  Not 
only did he know their names, but 
he oft en knew where the seniors 
were going to college and the extra-
curricular activities in which they 
were involved.  It was not uncom-
mon for Archbishop Hebda to re-
port to me about high school grads 
who were headed to Michigan State 

and whether I should be recruiting 
them for the choir or service trips 
or priesthood discernment group.”

According to Diller, he en-
deared himself to the future of the 
Church through personal rela-
tionships with students. “Th is is a 
tremendous strength for a shep-
herd,” she noted. His one-on-one 
style also included attending many 

Submitted photos

“By his example 

Archbishop Hebda has 

taught me to be a more 

compassionate pastor, 

not to take myself too 

seriously and to be open 

to God’s plan for our lives.  

His humor, humility and 

‘down to earth’ personality 

have really impressed 

me.” 

– Father John McCracken, 
Vicar for Clergy, Diocese of Gaylord
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(Originally printed in the Nov. 
28- Dec. 4, 2009 issue of Th e Cath-
olic Weekly, the newspaper for the 
Diocese of Gaylord.)

GAYLORD— On the day aft er 
Th anksgiving Patrick and Bernice 
Hebda and their three children—
Sophia, 9, Patrick, 6 and Helena,4—
hopped on an airplane from Florida 
to northern Michigan for the fi rst 
time.

It’s a special occasion.
Patrick’s older brother, Msgr. 

Bernard A. Hebda, will become 
Gaylord’s newest bishop on Tues-
day, Dec. 1. 

“We’re so excited for him-and 
so proud,” he said. “Th e Catholic 
community in Gaylord is lucky to 
be gaining Bernard. He loves his 
work as a priest. He’s an endless 
worker. I have no doubt he’ll visit 
every church early on. Every Cath-
olic is sure to feel fortunate about 
having him in Michigan.”

Patrick and his two other sib-
lings, Yvonne and Terry, along with 
their parents, Helen and Bernard, 
and dozens of nieces and nephews 
also boarded the plane. Patrick’s 
clan is hoping for snow during their 
stay in the Great Lakes State.

“My kids have only seen snow 
once,” he said. ‘’We’ve never been 
to northern Michigan and we’re 
defi nitely looking forward to it.” 

Aft er he learned about his 
brother’s assignment as Gaylord’s 
fourth bishop, he said he scrolled 
the Internet to learn more about 
Michigan. 

“We’re looking forward to 
spending next summer in Michigan 
and seeing sites such as Mackinac 
Island, Charlevoix, Petoskey and, 
of course, some of the area golf 
courses,” he said.

Patrick is six years younger than 
his brother. Looking up to ‘’big 
brother Bernard” started early.

“Whatever he did, whatever 
he touched, he was good at it,” 
said Patrick. “If Bernard wanted to 
become a doctor I have no doubt 
he’d be the best doctor around. If 
he’d wanted to go into politics, well, 

I don’t think Obama would have a 
job.”

He also was the kind of guy 
who won a tennis championship at 
the age of 16, with some old-fash-
ioned grit.

“Bernard was the best at ev-
erything he tried,” said Patrick. 
“He was quite sports minded and 
played tennis. But while everyone 
else was busy buying fancy new 
tennis racquets Bernard was happy 
using his old wooden Jack Kramer 
racquet. He won the city champi-
onship with that vintage racquet.”

Patrick’s highly regarded broth-
er went to Harvard University as an 
undergraduate and then on to Co-
lumbia Law School. He remembers 
the day his family drove Bernard to 
college.

When he went away to college, 
I realized how sad the trip really 
was,” he said. “I realized how much 
I was going to miss him. Th e whole 
family drove him up to Harvard in 
Massachusetts and it was hard to 
let him go.”

Th is was also a time when 
keeping in touch was a little more 
complicated.

Submitted photo
Pictured at Archbishop Hebda’s installation as bishop of the Diocese of Gaylord in 2009 
are, back row, brother Terrence, sister Yvonne and brother Patrick. Archbishop Hebda 
is fl anked in the front row by his mother, Helen (now deceased), and his father Bernard.

By Lisa Briggs

Younger brother: ‘He’s always been good at everything’

Th is was a time before cell 
phones,” said Patrick. “In the 1970s, 
people would make their calls 
when they knew the rates would go 
down. We were more careful about 
calling in the evening to get the 
cheaper rate. I remember waking 
all of us up on Friday nights to talk 
to Bernard. We were thrilled to 
talk to him. We talked every Friday 
night.”

Patrick said his brother went 
on to become a “big time lawyer” 
in Pittsburgh. He joked about his 
brother having such a cushy job 
and maybe he didn’t have to work.

“But then he told me his deci-
sion to become a priest,’ he said. 
“And then I knew I’d have to work 
aft er all. No seriously, I remember 
the day he said he’d want to be-
come a priest. I knew eventually 
he would become a bishop. Oh, 
his intentions were not set out to 
become a bishop, but he’s just that 
kind of guy who is very talented at 
anything and everything he did.” 

Th ere’s a lot to admire about 
Gaylord’s new bishop, but Patrick 
knows his brother’s fi nest quality is 
something rare.

“His best trait is that he is a 
very humble man,” he said. “When 
the Pittsburgh area fi rst learned 
about his assignment as a bishop 
in Michigan, all of his older priest 
friends that he went to school 
with and everyone who knew him 
and even the local letters to the 
editor were praising him and yet 
he wouldn’t take a compliment.  
He’s humble like that. It’s just his 
nature. It’s defi nitely a gift  from 
God.”

Th e bishop also has the ability 
to unite people of all walks of life. 

“Bernard has the ability to be 
with an ambassador one day and 
work with union leaders the next,” 
he said. “He’s done that kind of 
thing his whole life He can work in 
an affl  uent church or he can work 
just as well in a church in a tough-
er neighborhood. He knows how 
to blend things in ways that bring 
about peace.”

Perhaps that is why his brother 
was instrumental years ago when 
Pittsburgh merged seven ethnic 
churches into one, Prince of Peace 
Parish.

‘’My brother worked with all 
the diff erent nationalities—mostly 
Eastern European such as Polish, 
Slovaks and Hungarians—from 
these inner city churches as they 
were merging into one,” Patrick 
said. “He was the one they called 
upon to come in and bring about 
peace. He was there during the 
transition. He can relate to the 
people and somehow he ends up 
with life-long relationships from 
wherever he’s served. My mother 
still gets calls from people from 
all the parishes he’s served at-they 
love him and they’re calling her to 
check in on him.” 

Th ere’s no doubt in Patrick’s 
mind that his brother will be an 
outstanding bishop.

‘’Wherever we go people come 
up to me and say, ‘Your brother 
is the greatest,’ or ‘Th e things he 
does for others is incredible,”’ he 
said. “I know my brother is very 
happy with his decision to become 
a priest and I know he’s honored 
to become a bishop in Gaylord. He 
loves his work and it’s obvious.”

very humble man,” he said. “When 
the Pittsburgh area fi rst learned 
about his assignment as a bishop 
in Michigan, all of his older priest 
friends that he went to school 
with and everyone who knew him 
and even the local letters to the 
editor were praising him and yet 
he wouldn’t take a compliment.  
He’s humble like that. It’s just his 
nature. It’s defi nitely a gift  from 
God.”
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(Originally printed in the Nov. 28- 
Dec. 4, 2009 issue of Th e Catholic 
Weekly, the newspaper for the Diocese of 
Gaylord.)

GAYLORD—Yvonne Hebda’s old-
est brother hasn’t changed much. Msgr. 
Bernard Hebda, the oldest of four 
children born to Bernard and Helen 
(Clark) Hebda of the Pittsburgh, PA, 
suburb of Brookline, still looks out for 
his younger sister.

“He always looked out for me,” said 
his sister, a schoolteacher in Florida. 
‘’My friends and I always looked up 
to him. He was the older brother who 
taught us how to jump rope in fi rst 
grade. He came to our recess during his 
lunch hour and taught my little friends 
and I to jump rope. He was thoughtful 
like that.” 

And her older brother, who hap-
pens to be the bishop-elect of Gaylord 
and will be installed as the diocese’s 
fourth bishop on Tuesday, Dec. 1, at 
Saint Mary Cathedral, still likes to try 
his luck at pogo sticks, unicycles and 
skateboards.

“He’s goofy like that,” said Yvonne. 
“Just recently one of our nieces received 
a pogo stick as a gift  and she couldn’t 
fi gure it out. I told her, ‘Go see Uncle 
Bernard, he’ll show you how to do it.’ 
He’s the kind of guy who will still try 
it. I don’t know how many years ago it 
was, not that long ago, he got a skate-
board out and gave it a try. I think he 
ended up twisting his ankle.” 

But, more than all of that, Msgr. 
Hebda has kept one singular quality 
throughout his lifetime.

“He somehow always has the time 
to listen to everybody,” said Yvonne, 
“and he’s very willing to listen to any-
one who comes his way.”

And that, Yvonne says, is one of the 
qualities she remembers and cherishes 
most about her brother. It’s the same 
quality she believes will make him an 
outstanding bishop for the Catholic 
community of Gaylord.

“Th e Catholic believers in Gaylord 
will benefi t from his great listening 
abilities,” she said. “He’ll listen to every-
one—from secretaries to parishioners 
to priests—and he doesn’t make quick 
decisions or judgments. He likes to 
look at the whole situation before he 
makes a decision. He’s very fair and I’m 

confi dent he’ll be a great leader for the 
Catholics in Gaylord.”

Th e roots of her brother’s gift  of 
being a good listener stem from some 
early childhood experiences.

“Our parents were married for 
seven years before they had their fi rst 
child,” said Yvonne. “Th ere are four 
of us (Bernard, Yvonne, Patrick and 
Terrence). Bernard was their fi rst child. 
He was really wanted by the time he 
came along. He was the apple of their 
eye. In those fi rst few years my mother 
dealt with some hardships and losses. 
Bernard was always going off  with my 
mom to the hospital, church or some 
situation where my mom was helping 
people. My mother’s father told her, 
‘Th is kid is going to be a pope or a law-
yer one day. He talks to everyone and 
he listens, too.’ It was fi ve years until 
the next child would be born, and that 
was me. During those years Bernard 
and my mother grew to have a special 
bond and they’re very close.” So close, 
in fact, that Helen and the monsignor 
talk on the telephone to one another 
every single day.

“Th ere is never a day that goes by 
that Bernard doesn’t talk to our moth-
er,” said Yvonne. “Th ey talk every sin-
gle night. It could be two o ’ clock in the 
morning and they’ll still talk. He’s been 
in Italy for the past 13 years and I don’t 
think there’s been a day he’s missed not 
talking to our mother.”

Th e closeness between the Hebdas 
and their children has always existed, 
she said.

“We didn’t have grandparents 
growing up,” she said. “Th at’s what 
probably helped to keep us so close. We 
did have older people and close friends 
in our lives who acted as surrogate 
grandparents, but we were a very close-
knit family. My three brothers shared a 
bedroom growing up and they were all 
very close. We’re still so close. We see 
each other constantly.”

Th e Hebdas were raised Catholic 
but in diff erent ethnic neighborhoods 
in Pittsburgh.

“My parents grew up a few blocks 
from each other,” she said. “Th ey knew 
each other’s families. My father is 
Polish and my mother is Irish and back 
then, in the 1930s, my mother went to 
the Irish Catholic school and my father 
went to the Polish Catholic school.”

Th e Hebdas raised their children 
Catholic in Pittsburgh in the 1960s and 

‘70s, sending them to Catholic schools 
and teaching tolerance at home.

“Going to church was some-
thing we never felt forced to do,” 
said Yvonne. “All of our friends and 
neighbors had the same routine. We 
just thought it was the way of life for 
everyone. Our parents were never 
judgmental about other people, races 
or religions. Th ey were always kind and 
had a strong sense of fairness. Th ey 
raised us to be the same way.” 

Th eir faith didn’t end at the church 
doors either.

“I always remember gathering 
fl owers and placing them around the 
Blessed Mother in May,” she said. “We’d 
drape the fl owers and a rosary around 
her on our dining room buff et. We 
thought every family did that.”

Th ey also continue the Polish tra-
dition of sharing oplatek bread during 
Christmas. “We broke the bread,” she 
said “and read the prayers as a family.”

And yet her oldest brother did 
not immediately become a priest. 
Instead, he got a bachelor’s degree from 
Harvard and then a master’s and law 
degree from Columbia University.

“He worked at the biggest law fi rm 
in Pittsburgh at the time (Reed, Smith, 
Shaw and McClay),” she said. “But then 
he announced to us that he wanted to 
enter the priesthood. He tried it and 
it looks like he’s loved it ever since. I 
think he received the call to his vo-
cation early in life and I’m sure his 
former teachers must have sensed he 
had the call early on.”

He was ordained on July 1, 1989, 
aft er completing his studies at the 

North American Pontifi cal College in 
Rome. He spent the next seven years— 
except for a year of graduate studies in 
Rome—serving in the Pittsburgh area 
before what was supposed to be a fi ve-
year assignment at the Vatican with 
the Pontifi cal Council for Legislative 
Texts that turned into 13 years.

“We kept wondering when he’d 
return stateside,” said Yvonne. “We 
missed him but fortunately he was 
able to come home and we were able 
to visit him in Italy. Th at really helped. 
But through it all he’s always remained 
close to his family. Whenever I talk 
to him on the telephone it’s as though 
no time went by—there is no space 
between us. We’re so connected.”

About four years ago the Hebdas 
relocated to Florida. Eventually their 
three children decided they wanted 
to be near mom and dad, too. So they 
and all the grandchildren also settled 
in Florida. Th e whole family is only 
minutes apart.

“We’re only miles away,” said 
Yvonne. “I can ride my bike to my 
parents’ house.” 

Th e monsignor’s announcement of 
his new title and role as bishop of the 
Diocese of Gaylord came during one 
of his visits.

“It was a typical Sunday aft er-
noon and we were all gathered at my 
parents little villa,” Yvonne said. “Th e 
kids were all playing on the beach and 
the grown-ups were just talking and 
hanging out. We already had fi nished 
eating our meal. Bernard came over to 
us and told us his news about becom-
ing a bishop. For a split second there 
was total silence. He could not have 
planned it better because all of us were 
there and we congratulated him and 
hugged him. We asked him where he 
would be serving a bishop. ‘Well, he 
said, just a little ways north on Inter-
state 75,’ he told us. Later we learned 
he’d be in Gaylord and we all laughed 
and said that’s about as far north on 
I-75 as you can get.”

Th e announcement came as a 
surprise.

“We thought he’d receive a posi-
tion at a church or have a position in a 
diocesan offi  ce somewhere,” she said.

Th e surprise is a pleasant one, 
though, and a reason for Yvonne and 
her mother to make some traditional 
Polish cuisine, such as pierogies and 
golumbki, to celebrate the occasion of 
her brother’s installation as a bishop.

“We’re delighted for him,” she 
said, “and he’s delighted to be going to 
Michigan to serve as a bishop.”

By Lisa Briggs

North American Pontifi cal College in 
Rome. He spent the next seven years— 
except for a year of graduate studies in 
Rome—serving in the Pittsburgh area 
before what was supposed to be a fi ve-
year assignment at the Vatican with 
the Pontifi cal Council for Legislative 
Texts that turned into 13 years.

return stateside,” said Yvonne. “We 
missed him but fortunately he was 
able to come home and we were able 
to visit him in Italy. Th at really helped. 
But through it all he’s always remained 
close to his family. Whenever I talk 
to him on the telephone it’s as though 
no time went by—there is no space 
between us. We’re so connected.”

relocated to Florida. Eventually their 
three children decided they wanted 
to be near mom and dad, too. So they 
and all the grandchildren also settled 
in Florida. Th e whole family is only 

Sister: ‘He’s a thoughtful listener’
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THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR INNER-CITY CHILDREN
PO BOX 9500  •  NEWARK, NJ 07104-0500

973-497-4279  •  WWW.SFICNJ.ORG

FOLLOW US ON:

THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR INNER-CITY CHILDREN

The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children Welcomes
The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, DD, JCL, JD

Coadjutor Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Newark

The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children Welcomes

The Clergy, Parishioners and Parish Staff

of the Church of Saint Michael, Cranford, New Jersey,

join all the Faithful of the Archdiocese

in offering prayerful good wishes to

 Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda
Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark

 

AD MULTOS ANNOS!
 

Rev. Msgr. Timothy J. Shugrue, Pastor

A Very Warm Welcome
to Archbishop Hebda

from
Our Lady of Mercy Parish

And
Our Lady of Mercy Academy

Park Ridge

Warm Welcome
And Prayerful Best Wishes to

The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda
Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark

The Seminarians and Priests of

The College Seminary of the Immaculate Conception

Very Reverend Mark Francis O’Malley, Rector
Reverend Duverney Bermudez, Vice Rector

Reverend Brian X. Needles, Spiritual Director

http://www.sficnj.com
https://www.facebook.com/scholarshipfundforinnercitychildren
http://www.youtube.com/user/SFICNJ
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/the-scholarship-fund-for-inner-city-children/3b/652/4


You are in our 

hearts and prayers 

Archbishop Hebda 

as you begin 

your work in the 

Archdiocese of 

Newark.

MOST REV. BERNARD A HEBDA
COADJUTOR ARCHBISHOP OF NEWARK

“Serve the Lord 

with gladness.”

 St. Aloysius Church, Caldwell

St. Catherine of Siena Church, 
Cedar Grove

St. Thomas More Church, Fairfield

St. Philomena Church, Livingston

St. Raphael Church, Livingston

Our Lady of Lourdes Church, West Orange

St. Joseph Church, West Orange

DEANERY 15, WEST ESSEX

Notre Dame Church, North Caldwell

Our Lady of the Lake Church, Verona

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Church, Roseland
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MOST REVEREND DENNIS J. SULLIVAN
BISHOP OF CAMDEN

and the priests, deacons, seminarians, religious and laity of the Diocese of Camden

We offer joyous and prayerful best wishes to

MOST REVEREND
BERNARD A. HEBDA

upon his installation as Archbishop Co-Adjutor
of the

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

St. Teresa of Avila Parish
Celebrating 150 Years ~ Continuing the Mission

Rev. Brian G. Plate, Pastor 
306 Morris Ave. • Summit, NJ • (908) 277-3700

St. Teresa of Avila Parish
Welcomes and Congratulates 

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda

St. Teresa of Avila ParishSt. Teresa of Avila Parish
Celebrating 150 Years ~ Continuing the Mission

306 Morris Ave. • Summit, NJ • (908) 277-3700

 

     The Parishes, Priests, Religious and staff of Holy Family, nutley
Our lady of Mount carmel, nutley

Saint Mary, nutley 
Wish  Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda  

a happy, healthy and holy ministry 
in the Archdiocese of Newark

Our Prayers and Best Wishes to
 ARCHBISHOP BERNARD A. HEBDA 

 on your appointment in service to the 
Church of Newark. 
Ad Multos Annos! 

Rev. Joseph A. Ferraro , Rev. Dave Sison & the
 parishioners of Saint Anthony of Padua, Belleville
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You are in our hearts and prayers 
Archbishop Hebda 
as you begin your ministry 

in the Archdiocese of Newark.

Our Lady of Fatima Church
Newark

War� Greetings f�om:

St. Aloysius Parish
691 West Side Avenue
Jersey Cit�, NJ 07304

Rev. Joseph A. D’Amico, Pastor
Staff and Parishioners

Heartfelt congratulations
and

prayerful best wisHes
to

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda
May the Lord bless you and keep you!

Our prayerful 

Congratulations to

 The Most Reverend  
Bernard A. Hebda, J.C.L., J.D.

Coadjutor Archbishop of the  

Archdiocese of Newark

From the grateful members of the 

Seton Hall University community.

A. Gabriel Esteban, Ph.D., President
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Hebda a ‘happy, humble student’
(Originally printed in the Nov. 
28-Dec. 4, 2009 issue of Th e Cath-
olic Weekly, the newspaper for the 
Diocese of Gaylord.)

Greensburg, PA—Sister Mau-
reen O’Brien, S.C., has one vivid 
memory of the man who would 
become the fourth bishop of the 
Diocese of Gaylord. 

“When I think of him, said Sr. 
Maureen, “the image that comes to 
me is not the image at his ordina-
tion. It is the image of a little kid, 
sitting in the third seat in the fourth 
row, always smiling, always happy 
and giggling.”

Sr. Maureen taught Msgr. 
Bernard A. Hebda when he was a 
seventh and eighth grader at Resur-
rection School in Brookline and she 
was a fi ft h-year music teacher. 

“I remember him well because 
I have to say, in my experience 
through 40 years of teaching, he 
was probably was the most bril-
liant student I have ever taught,” 
she said. “He also was probably the 
most humble. He had a wonderful 
sense of humor. My memory of 
him is giggling; he was just so fi lled 
with joy. He was just a happy kid. 
Very normal, unassuming and not 
at all aware of his brilliance.”

“And he can sing. And he can 
play the piano. He used to play for 
the class. He was very gift ed. Th at 
is what I mean, he was very well 
rounded. He wasn’t just talented in 
one area, he was a very well round-
ed young man.”

He also was unabashedly ready 
to be a priest.

“Th e funny thing about Bernie, 
he didn’t apologize for the fact that 
he wanted to be a priest, she said. 
“But he also always said he was go-
ing to be the fi rst Polish pope. Hey, 
he’ll be the second one.”

And yet, when her top pupil 
went on to college and then law 
school fi rst, she was not completely 
surprised.

“No, I wasn’t surprised,” she 
said. “In some ways I was surprised 
that in spite of the fact at such a 
young age he articulated his desire 

“I remember him well because 
I have to say, in my experience 

through 40 years of teaching, he 
was probably the most brilliant 

student I have ever taught.”
-  Sister Maureen O’Brien, S.C.

for priesthood that it didn’t happen 
sooner. And I remember I was at 
Resurrection School for a reunion, 
it was the class of 1976 reunion. 
Bernie had graduated from law 
school and was working at the fi rm 
and I said to one of the priests, ‘Do 
you know that young man?’ And he 
said, ‘No, but he goes to Mass every 
morning.’ And I said to the priest, 
‘You know, I really think you need 
to talk to him because he always 
said he was going to be a priest.’ 
About two months later that priest 
called to tell me that he had talked 
to Bernie and he was taking steps 
toward the priesthood. And the 
next September he entered Saint 
Paul Seminary in Pittsburgh.”

Going to law school, she said, 
was something of an extension of 
the bishop-elect’s interests.

“He always was interested in 
the Church and his faith,” she said. 
“So when he chose law I wasn’t 

surprised because in his heart he 
always had a passion to serve oth-
ers and I’m guessing he probably 
thought the law was a way to reach 
and serve others. And then that 
extended into his priesthood.” 

Th at priesthood, however, was 
not what the new bishop expected.

“One time he said to me, shortly 
aft er he went to Rome, ‘You know, 
Sister, all I ever wanted to be was 
a parish priest.’ And that was all 
he ever really wanted to be,” Sr. 
Maureen said. “But I said to him, 
‘Bernie, when you come to the 
priesthood with your credentials, 
you have to understand that they 
are going to ask you to be more 
than just a parish priest.’ But he did 
work in a parish and the people 
absolutely loved him. He worked in 
a parish that was a merger of about 
four nationality parishes and they 
put the right person there because 
the people just loved him and I 
think he helped heal some of the 
wounds caused by that merger. And 
then he went to Slippery Rock. He 
loved that ministry; he loved work-
ing with young people. Everything 
he did—and I don’t think being a 
master of ceremonies for a bishop is 
a very easy job—but he even liked 
that. He carried it off  with a lot of 
grace.”

Sr. Maureen, a native of Pitts-
burgh and a Sister of Charity of 
Seton Hill, knows both the man and 
his background very well.

“He comes from a just a won-

derful family,” she said. “When you 
meet the family you will see where 
Bernie came from. You’ll see the 
same joy and humility.”

“Th e funny thing about him is 
he never has lost that humility. It 
wasn’t like you met him and he was 
a diff erent person. He was always 
the same person, certainly more 
mature, but he was just always a 
happy, humble man.”

For proof she off ers a story.
“We have kept in touch pretty 

consistently through the years,” she 
said. “And even though I had been 
communicating with him and I ran 
into somebody who said, ‘I heard 
your friend became a monsignor.’ I 
said, ‘What are you talking about?’ I 
got him on e-mail and said, ‘What’s 
the monsignor deal?’ And he jotted 
me back, ‘Oh, everybody in Rome is 
a monsignor.’ Really, that is the way 
he is.”

But while the monsignor really 
thought he’d return to the U.S. to 
become a pastor someplace, oth-
ers knew much better. A priest Sr. 
Maureen knows in the Diocese of 
Greensburg told her “he was never 
going to come back a monsignor; 
he was going to come back a bishop. 
People just recognized his talents. 
Most of all, he’ll still be a shepherd 
to the people. He’ll just be a shep-
herd.

“I guess God let him develop a 
lot of his talents and then ultimately 
he is using them for the Church.”

Sr. Maureen, who teaches 
religion at Greensburg Catholic 
Central High School and does voca-
tions ministry for her order, is not 
surprised at the new assignment for 
her former pupil, but she was sure it 
was a surprise for Msgr. Hebda.

“Something like that would not 
be on his radar screen,” she said. 
“It was on everybody else’s radar 
screen, but not Bernie’s.”

She also knows enough about 
where her former student is going 
to know he will be a good fi t. Aft er 
all, she got her master’s degree at 
Aquinas College in Grand Rapids 
and met priests of the Diocese of 
Gaylord while there.

“We used to call it ‘the diocese 
of Happy God,’” she said. “So I told 
him, you’re a happy bishop going 
to the right diocese. I think that is 
great.”

By Mark Haney same joy and humility.”

he never has lost that humility. It 
wasn’t like you met him and he was 
a diff erent person. He was always 
the same person, certainly more 
mature, but he was just always a 
happy, humble man.”

consistently through the years,” she 
said. “And even though I had been 
communicating with him and I ran 
into somebody who said, ‘I heard 
your friend became a monsignor.’ I 
said, ‘What are you talking about?’ I 
got him on e-mail and said, ‘What’s 
the monsignor deal?’ And he jotted 
me back, ‘Oh, everybody in Rome is 
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Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., 
along with the clergy, religious  

and laity of the

Diocese of Trenton

May God bless you in your new role as Coadjutor Archbishop 
And the archdiocesan community in its faithful service to the Gospel of Christ. 

Congratulate 

Archbishop Bernard A.Hebda
And welcome him to the  

Province of New Jersey and the Archdiocese of Newark

Archbishop Bernard A.HebdaArchbishop Bernard A.Hebda

Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., 

Congratulations Reverend Luigi Zanotto,M.C.C.J.

Pastor of St. Lucy Church
and

National Shrine 
of 

St. Gerard Maiella
and

the People of St. Lucy
together with the

Comboni Missionaries

 WELCOME 
 Most Reverend Bernard Hebda

to the Archdiocese of Newark

May every good grace 

accompany you 

Archbishop Hebda as 

you assume your new 

responsibilities in the 

Archdiocese of Newark

St. John the Apostle Church
Clark/Linden

 

The Parish family of 
St. Rocco/St. Brigid Church 

in Union City, NJ 
welcomes Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda

We extend prayers and best wishes 
on his assignment

as Coadjutor Archbishop 
of the Archdiocese of Newark.

Rev. Dominick Dellaporte, Staff and Parishioners
of St. Rocco/St. Brigid Church 

in Union City, NJ.
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Iowa priest’s ties to Archbishop Hebda
(Originally printed in the Oct. 3, 
2013 issue of Th e Catholic Globe, 
the newspaper for the Diocese of 
Sioux City, IA)

SIOUX CITY, IA—When Pope 
Francis appointed Bishop Bernard 
A. Hebda of Gaylord, MI, to be 
coadjutor archbishop of Newark, 
no one may have applauded louder 

By Joanne Fox than the vocations director for the 
Diocese of Sioux City, IA.

Father Brad Pelzel, diocesan 
vocations director, knew then-Fa-
ther Hebda as one of the part-time 
spiritual directors of the North 
American College in Rome, when 
Fr. Pelzel was a student there.

“I say part-time because his 
primary responsibility was to work 
in the Vatican Curia as the Number 
3 offi  cial at the Pontifi cal Council 

for  Legislative Texts,” he said.
Fr. Pelzel felt Archbishop Hebda 

was a good fi t for the Archdiocese 
of Newark.

“He is an amazingly bright 
man, yet humble, thoughtful and 
caring, generous in so many ways,” 
he said. “Bishop Hebda would be 
the fi rst to off er an encouraging 
word or helpful insight. One adage 
he shared that I still remember 
was, ‘People won’t care about what 
you know until they know that you 
care.’”

In 1990, Archbishop Hebda 
earned a canon law degree; six 
years later he was appointed to 
work in the Vatican at the Pontif-
ical Council for Legislative Texts. 
Th at is where Fr. Pelzel got to know 
Archbishop Hebda.

“One of my classmates, Father 
Matt La Chance of Tulsa, OK, 
was Fr. Hebda’s spiritual directee 
and through him I came to know 
‘Father Bernie’ quite well,” Father 
Pelzel said.

“When he was named a mon-

signor, Father Matt and I split the 
cost of purchasing for him a pair 
of purple socks to go with his new 
monsignor’s cassock, each of us, 
of course, presenting him with a 
single sock and off ering our con-
gratulations.”

Fr. Pelzel continued, “The job 
Father Hebda had at the Vati-
can was the kind of thankless, 
bureaucratic job I would dread, 
and yet he viewed it as his way to 
love and serve God, God’s peo-
ple and God’s church. Always 
jovial, I never saw him down or 
depressed, no matter what hap-
pened. He’s one of a number of 
priests that I know who I aspire to 
be more like.”

Father Brad Pelzel

Welcome! Ad Multos Annos!
Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda

Rev. John Gabriel
Th e Priests, Deacons, Staff  & People of
Saint James the Apostle Church

Springfi eld, New Jersey

May God’s choicest blessings 
be upon 
The Most Reverend 
Bernard A. Hebda
as he begins his ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Newark

Christ the King Church
Hillside

 

Holy Family Roman Catholic Church
Linden

 

Parish of the Trans� guration
Newark

Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church

Scotch Plains

Welcomes 
Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda
to the Archdiocese of Newark  



I would like more information...
regarding costs, pre-planning savings and available facilities at 

the Madonna Chapel Mausoleum without any obligation.
NAME  __________________________________________________

ADDRESS  _______________________________________________

CITY _______________________________ STATE _____ ZIP  _____

PHONE ________________________ PARISH  _________________

BEST TIME TO CALL ME ____ AM    ____ PM
Act Now • 1-866-392-1951

Madonna Mausoleum New Expansion
FOR PRe-need PlAnning And TO ReSeRve yOuR SPAce

PleASe cAll 1-866-392-1951

2070 Hoefley’s lane • Fort lee, new Jersey

The new Phase will feature:
• Elegant construction that includes granite exterior 
  crypt fronts and marble interior throughout
•  Interior and exterior crypts 
•  Magnificent skylight areas 
•  Catholic burial on consecrated grounds

•  Private family room areas 
•  Outdoor courtyard areas 
•  Feature walls of Saints 
•  Gated balcony areas
•  Stained glass alcoves 

“We sincerely regret if this mailing should reach 
any home where there is illness or sorrow, as this 
was certainly not intended.”

Please call 
1-866-392-1951 
or fill in & mail 
the reply card for 
more information 

Financial savings today
Emotional savings tomorrow
Peace of mind forever

Vist us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org

Welcome Archbishop Hebda to the
Archdiocese of Newark
May God Bless You 

In Your Ministry of Its People

http://www.madonnacemetery.org
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Continued from page 6
represent him at episcopal ceremonies 
he is unable to attend.

A coadjutor bishop does all of 
these as well but there is one distinc-
tion he has that auxiliaries do not. 
Canon 403 of the Code of Canon Law 
stipulates: “a coadjutor bishop does 
possess the right of succession.” In our 
case, this means that when Archbish-
op John J. Myers leaves, Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda will automatically 
become the sixth Archbishop of New-
ark. He needs no further letter from the 
Pope assigning him to this See.

Th is was not always the case.  
Before the present Code of Canon Law 
was promulgated in 1983, coadjutors 
succeeded to their assigned diocese 

John Cardinal McCloskey died in 1885, 
Archbishop Corrigan immediately 
succeeded him.

Our third Archbishop, Most Rev-
erend Peter L. Gerety, was ordained the 
coadjutor bishop to Bishop Daniel Fee-
ney of Portland, ME, in 1966. Bishop 
Feeney died in 1969 and Archbishop 
Gerety automatically succeeded him. 
Our fi ft h Archbishop, Archbishop My-
ers, was ordained Coadjutor Bishop to 
Bishop Edward W. O’Rourke of Peoria, 
Il, in 1987. Th e day that Bishop O’Ro-
urke retired three years later, Archbish-
op Myers became Bishop of Peoria.

All of us in the Archdiocese of 
Newark extend our heartiest of wel-
comes to Archbishop Hebda and our 
most sincere best wishes as we join him 
on this new venture in our long and 
distinguished history.

only if their letter from the Holy Father 
specifi cally stated that they were ap-
pointed “with the right of succession.” 
Perhaps the most famous case in our 
country of a coadjutor being appoint-
ed without that right of succession 
happened in the Archdiocese of New 
York. In 1965, Bishop John J. Maguire 
was appointed Coadjutor Archbishop 
without the right of succession to His 
Eminence, Francis Cardinal Spellman. 
When Cardinal Spellman died two 
years later, Auxiliary Bishop Terence 
Cooke was chosen to succeed him.  

While Newark itself has not had a 
coadjutor until now, three of its bish-
ops have been coadjutors elsewhere.  In 
1880, our second bishop, Most Rever-
end Michael A. Corrigan, was appoint-
ed Coadjutor Archbishop of New York 
with the right of succession. When 

What is a coadjutor?

Hebda’s years in Rome
By Mark Haney Church does not pass new laws all of 

the time.
“In 1983, when a new code of can-

on law came out, it would have been 
the staff  for our council that would 
have been responsible for putting that 
together,” said Msgr. Hebda, who will 
be ordained and installed as the new 
bishop of the Diocese of Gaylord on 
Tuesday, Dec. 1. “In 1990, when the 
code for the Eastern churches came 
out, the people from our offi  ce would 
have been involved in that also. So 
any time the Holy Father would want 
to issue any kind of legislation for the 
universal Church, we would be in-
volved in that.” 

Unlike democratic political 
systems, where the diff erent arms of 
a government serve as a checks and 
balances against each other, the pope 
is the authority for the Church on 
earth, so “When he is acting , it doesn’t 
so much matter what Laws were there 
before,” said Msgr. Hebda. “But we 
would want to inform him that this is 
how the law was before. Th is would 
represent a change. Is this what you 
would like to do?

“Th at would be just one function, 
when the Holy Father wants to issue 
legislation.”

Th e pope isn’t the only source of 
rules and laws for the Church, howev-
er, so the council gets work from other 
areas. 

“Th ere are other legislators in the 
Church,” Msgr. Hebda said. “In the 
United States, for instance, there is the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
In almost every country there is a 
conference of bishops. And they are 

(Originally printed in the Nov. 28- 
Dec. 4, 2009 issue of Th e Catholic 
Weekly, the newspaper for the Diocese 
of Gaylord.)

GAYLORD—For more than a 
decade the next bishop of the Diocese 
of Gaylord worked at the Pontifi cal 
Council for Legislative Texts on Rome. 

According to the online source, 
Wikipedia, the council is part of the 
Roman Curia. Its work consists mainly 
in interpreting the laws of the Church. 
It originally was set up by Pope John 
Paul II as the Interpretation of the 
Code of Canon Law on Jan. 2, 1984. 
Its name was changed to the Pontifi -
cal Council for the Interpretation of 
Legislative Texts in 1988 and fi nally to 
its present name in 1999. 

So what, exactly, does the offi  ce do? 
“It is a small offi  ce,” said Msgr. Ber-

nard A. Hebda, who served there for 
13 years, fi rst as an offi  cial and even-
tually at undersecretary of the council 
for the past six years. “In the American 
political system we have the legisla-
tive branch, the judicial branch and 
the executive branch. In the Roman 
Catholic Church, all of those things 
fall to the responsibility of the Holy 
Father, the pope. But he delegates then, 
or has others who help him with those 
diff erent functions. He has a number of 
courts to help with the judicial area. He 
has a number of congregations to help 
him with the executive function. And 
we would be the branch that helps him 
when he wants to legislate.” 

Unlike a government, though, the 

able to legislate in a number of areas, 
as specifi ed in the code of canon law. 
But before they are able to promulgate 
their law, they have to send it to Rome 
to make sure that it is consistent with 
what is going on in other parts of the 
world and with the code of canon law. 
And when they would do that, ours 
would be the offi  ce that would review 
those laws, from the technical perspec-
tive-making sure they are in the right 
form, making sure there is no confl ict 
with the other laws of the Church, 
making sure the laws are clear. We 
would be looking at that if the episco-
pal conference in Rwanda, the episco-
pal conference in Kazakhstan or the in 
the United States wanted to issue laws, 
before they could do that, they would 
submit them to the Holy See and it 
would be our offi  ce that would look at 
those. 

“Th at is a fairly big part of our 
work.”

And the council’s legal work does 
not end there. 

“Th en the other thing we do—not 

to draw an analogy between the Holy 
See and a big corporation, but if you 
were at IBM or Ford or wherever, they 
would always have an in-house legal 
department,” Msgr. Hebda said. “And 
in many ways we function as that as 
well. So if any of the offi  ces of the Holy 
See has legal questions in canon law, 
we would be the offi  ce they would 
turn to. Th ey might ask us to research 
something. Th ey might ask us for an 
opinion. Th ey might ask us to review 
something. So it would be looking at 
those kinds of matters.”

Of that three-pronged workload, 
the biggest portion of the regular work, 
he added, is in advising the other offi  c-
es of the Holy See and advising episco-
pal conferences. 

“We would be responsible for 
reviewing the statutes (bylaws) of the 
episcopal conferences as well,” Msgr. 
Hebda said. “Some years back the 
Holy See asked all of the conferences 
to review their statutes to refl ect a 
slightly diff erent understanding of the 
episcopal conference. When they did 
that, they created a ton of work for our 
offi  ce because then we had to look at 
the reviewed and revised statutes for all 
of those groups.” 

Th ough for the most part, he said, 
the work of the council goes unseen 
and unknown by most Catholics, Msgr. 
Hebda said serving there has been 
challenging.

“For the most part the work was 
very interesting,” he said. “It is a very 
small offi  ce. Presently the president 
and vice president are both Italians, the 
secretary is a Spaniard, a Basque, and 
I am from the U.S. We have a priest 
from Brazil, a priest from Spain, a 
priest from Romania and three other 
canonates from Italy. So it is an inter-
national body. But it is a small offi  ce 
given the amount of work and the fact 
we have to cover the world, basically. 
And we work with a lot of consultors 
from diff erent parts of the world.”
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from the marble cathedra across 
from where Archbishop Hebda 
was seated near Cardinals Dan-
iel DiNardo, archbishop of Gal-
veston-Houston; Timothy Dolan 
of New York; Edward Egan and 
Theodore McCarrick, respec-
tively, retired archbishops of 
New York and Washington, D.C. 

Archbishop Myers succeeded 
Cardinal McCarrick and nearby 
was his predecessor, Archbishop 
Peter L. Gerety, 101.

Archbishop Carlo Vigano, 
the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy 
See to the United States, read the 
Apostolic Letter of appointment 
from Pope Francis saying his 
years in Gaylord verifi ed Arch-
bishop Hebda, “can fulfi ll even 
greater responsibilities.” 

“You go from the state on 
the Great Lakes to the Garden 
State,” the Pope said.

The other archbishops at-
tending were Charles J. Chaput, 
O.F.M. Cap., of Philadelphia, 
and Allen Vigneron, of Detroit.

� ousands gather in 
Newark to welcome 
Archbishop Hebda

Bishops came from Michi-
gan, Florida and Wisconsin, as 
well as from New Jersey, New 
York and Pennsylvania. They 
were preceded in the proces-
sion by some 260 priests and 
50 deacons. 

Among the religious were 
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill, 
including Archbishop Hebda’s 
fourth grade teacher, Sister Mau-
reen Dougherty, S.C., who later 
worked with him in his fi rst as-
signment as a priest, Prince of 
Peace Parish.

“He is so welcoming, down-
to-earth and human,” she said. 
“He defl ects attention from him-
self, because he knows God is 
at the center of our lives – so 
you’re not the guy to call atten-
tion to yourself.”

For more photos from the 
Eucharistic Liturgy of Wel-
come, visit The Catholic 
Advocate Online Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
thecatholicadvocatenj. 

very simple. Enter into conver-
sation with the people of the dio-
cese. I intend to do that.”

Archbishop Myers presided 

from the marble cathedra across 
from where Archbishop Hebda 
was seated near Cardinals Dan-
iel DiNardo, archbishop of Gal-
veston-Houston; Timothy Dolan 
of New York; Edward Egan and 
Theodore McCarrick, respec-
tively, retired archbishops of 
New York and Washington, D.C. 

Cardinal McCarrick and nearby 
was his predecessor, Archbishop 
Peter L. Gerety, 101.

the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy 
See to the United States, read the 
Apostolic Letter of appointment 
from Pope Francis saying his 
years in Gaylord verifi ed Arch-
bishop Hebda, “can fulfi ll even 
greater responsibilities.” 

the Great Lakes to the Garden 
State,” the Pope said.

NEWARK—Four cardinals, 
archbishops and bishops from 
six states, archdiocesan clergy, 
professed religious and faith-
ful fi lled the Cathedral Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart to welcome 
Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard 
A. Hebda during a two-hour 
Mass on Nov 5. 

“We welcome Archbishop 
Hebda as yet another gift from 
God and know that he will lead 
us both by his teachings and ex-
ample to fuller union with the 
Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit,” Archbishop John J. My-
ers said in his homily.

In remarks infused with 
self-effacing humor and humili-
ty, Archbishop Hebda, 54,  noted 
he had just completed the draft 
of a three-year, pastoral plan 
for the Diocese of Gaylord, MI, 
when he received the call from 
the pope’s U.S. representative 
two months ago that he had been 
appointed to Newark.

“I told the Lord my plans 
and he not only laughed, he had 
moved me to a diocese that is 
arguably the polar opposite of 
Gaylord,” Archbishop Hebda 
said, explaining that he has yet 
to see road signs warning of elk 
—common in his former rural 
diocese—during drives in his 
Ford around largely urban Ber-
gen, Essex, Hudson and Union 
counties.

What he has found in abun-
dance, he said, was profusely 
welcoming laity, religious and 
clergy, to whom he paid spe-
cial tribute by adopting a phrase 
coined by the Holy Father.

“If Pope Francis wants to fi nd 
priests and deacons who proudly 
wear ‘the smell of their sheep,’ 
I’m quite confi dent that he could 
fi nd hundreds of them in our four 
counties, ministering in a host of 
languages to a variety of cul-
tures,” the archbishop said to ap-
plause. “You raise the bar high, 
brothers, and I look forward to 
working with you and learning 
from you.”

The archbishop spoke toward 
the end of the Eucharistic Lit-
urgy of Welcome, and before a 
public reception at the Archdi-
ocesan Center across the street 
from the cathedral basilica.

“It’s really nice to be part of 
this, because it’s so special,” said 
Lourdes Rosa, 15, of Jersey City. 
“He could be pope one day and 
then we will tell people ‘we met 
the pope,’” added her 10-year-
old brother, Isaias.

While relaxed enough to 
greet family as the 30-minute 
procession made its way up the 
cathedral aisle, Archbishop Heb-
da was awed by his surroundings 
beneath soaring vaults ringed by 
214 stained glass windows. At 
the altar rail he paused twice to 

wipe tears from his eyes before 
entering the sanctuary of one of 
the largest gothic cathedrals in 
the U.S. 

After communion, as the tri-
umphant sounds of a full-throat-
ed choir and the pipe organ re-
ceded, Archbishop Hebda said, 
“I can see why Archbishop My-
ers raves about the music at the 
cathedral.”

He recalled how his late moth-
er, Helen, and his father, Bernard 
—who was in the fi rst pew—
had been “wonderful teachers of 
the faith.” Flanking their father 
with their families were broth-
ers Terrence and Patrick and sis-
ter Yvonne, who proclaimed the 
fi rst reading from Isaiah. 

“I had the opportunity to 
speak briefl y with Pope Francis 
a few weeks ago and asked for 
his advice in approaching this 
new assignment,” Archbishop 
Hebda said. “His response was 

By Al Frank
Associate Publisher

http://www.facebook.com/


40 November 2013USA & World News

Advocate photos—Al Frank, Kelly 
Marsicano and Melissa McNally

1 and 2- Over 260 priests and 
50 deacons filled the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart to 
welcome Coadjutor Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda.
3- Archbishop John J. Myers 
greeted archbishops and bish-
ops as well as archdiocesan 
clergy before processing into 
the cathedral. 
4- Archbishop Myers chatted 
with Most Reverend John W. 
Flesey, S.T.D., Auxiliary Bishop 
of Newark. 
5- Archbishop Hebda introduced 
himself to hundreds of archdioc-
esan clergy prior to Mass.
6- Archbishop Hebda shared a 
laugh with Most Reverend Earl 
Boyea, Bishop of Lansing, MI.
7- Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
Archbishop of New York, left, 
and Cardinal Edward Egan, 
Archbishop Emeritus of New 
York, right.
8 and 9- Faithful from across the 
four counties of the Archdiocese 
of Newark gathered both out-
side and inside the cathedral 
to welcome the coadjutor arch-
bishop.
10- Archbishop Hebda with 
Archbishop Carlo Vigano, the 
Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy 
See to the United States.
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Advocate photos—Melissa McNally

Archbishop John J. Myers blessed members of the state’s law enforcement community at the conclusion of 
the 21st annual Law Enforcement Mass celebrated Nov. 7 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in 
Newark. Last year, the ceremony was cancelled due to Superstorm Sandy. Archbishop Myers expressed grat-
itude “beyond the power of words” to the men and women who served the Garden State following last year’s 
devastating storm.  Four New Jersey police officers killed in the line of duty since last fall were remembered 
at the Mass. Archbishop Myers cited the “noble work” of law enforcement, labeling them “brave servants of 
God’s people.”  Although the responsibilities of police officers are stressful, the archbishop urged those in law 
enforcement to nourish their faith. “Spend time with your families if you can. Take a moment to pray in your own 
way,” Archbishop Myers said.  “Be not afraid, for you are in the hands of God.”

Law Enforcement Mass celebrated
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Submitted photo
Baby Enzo Garcia, born at Clara Maass Medical Center, 
Belleville, on Oct. 12, will receive a $100 gift card from the 
Knights of Columbus Queen of Peace Council 3428, North 
Arlington. This is the third year Council 3428 has donated a gift 
to an infant born on Columbus Day. Pictured with the baby is 
John Wolf Jr., a member of Council 3428. Baby Enzo was born 
at 6:09 a.m. and weighed in at 6 pounds, 10 ounces.

November 13
Metropolitan Tribunal, 
Archdiocese of Newark, 
annulment information evening, 
at Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Mahwah, 7:30 p.m.,  (973) 
497-4145.

November 14
The North Jersey Christian/
Muslim Project, “When Muslims 
and Christians Marry: A Sunni 
Muslim and Roman Catholic 
Perspective,” at St. Anne Parish, 
Fairlawn, 7:30 p.m., call Sister 
Joanne Riggs, S.M.I.C. at (973) 
653-3323.

November 15
Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Franklin, 2nd Annual Beefsteak, 
featuring a live auction, prize 
raffl es and live entertainment, at 
Franklin Firehouse Hall, doors 

open at 6 p.m., cost: $50, call the 
parish offi ce at (973) 827-9575 
or Sal Giacchi at (201) 306-4346.

The Community of God’s Love, 
Rutherford, movie and pizza night, 
screening “Lars and the Real 
Girl,” 7:30 p.m., (201) 935-0344.

St. Dominic Academy, Jersey 
City, performance of “The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee,” Nov. 15 and Nov.16  at 7 
p.m., Nov. 17 at 2 p.m., general 
admission: $12/for students and 
children: $8, (201) 434-5938 ext. 
14 or e-mail 
aapruzzese@stdominicacad.com. 

November 16
LIFENET, Montclair, “True 
Love Waits 1,” at Immaculate 
Conception Parish, Montclair, 
8:45 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., cost: $65, 
(973) 377-5247 or e-mail 
info@lifeneteducation.org. 

Christ the Teacher Interparochial 
School, Fort Lee, craft fair, 
also featuring raffl es, food and 
music, in the Holy Trinity School 
building, 10 a.m. -4 p.m., photos 
with Santa from 1-3 p.m., (201) 
944-0421.

November 17
St. Peter Parish, Belleville, Mass 
celebrating 175th anniversary 
of parish’s founding and 100th 
anniversary of the church 
building, with Archbishop John J. 
Myers presiding, 11:30 a.m., (973) 
751-2002.

November 22
Mother Seton Regional High 
School, performance of  “The 
Sound of Music,” on Nov. 22 and 
Nov. 23 at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 24 at 
2 p.m., adults and students: $10/ 
children and seniors: $8, call 
(732) 382-1952.

Knights of Columbus Council 
13678, Wyckoff, 7th Annual Wine 
Tasting Benefi t, at The Brick 

House, 7 p.m., cost: $65, call Phil 
Genovese at (201) 407-6672 or 
visit www.kofc13678.org. 

November 23
Offi ce of Human Concerns, 
Archdiocese of Newark, 
advocacy training day, at St. 
Joseph Parish, Bogota, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., (973) 497-4341 or e-mail 
grafftim@rcan.org. 

November 24
Archdiocese of Newark, Mass 
closing the “Year of Faith,” at the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark, 3 p.m., (973) 
484-4600.

November 30
St. Mary High School, Rutherford, 
holiday craft fair, 9 a.m. -3:30 
p.m., call Charlotte Sodora at 
(201) 669-7696.

December 3
Lumen Center, Caldwell, “Hunger 

Education 101,” supper at 5:30 
p.m., presentation from 6:15-7:45 
p.m., cost: $25, (973) 403-3331. 

December 5
The Scholarship Fund for Inner-
City Children, Archdiocese of 
Newark, Annual Christmas 
Breakfast, at Sacred Heart 
School, Jersey City, 8:30-10 
a.m., (973) 497-4279 or e-mail 
schofund@rcan.org. 

December 9
The Xavier Company, 
performance of musical drama 
“Christmas Season: An Advent 
Carol,” at Saint Mary Parish, 
Rutherford, following 7 p.m. 
Mass, call Gerard DeMan at 
(973) 491-7499.

December 11
Lumen Center, Caldwell, “The 
Gentle Strength of Mary: An 
Advent Day of Refl ection,” 9 
a.m., cost: $30, (973) 403-3331.

Archbishop John J. Myers has announced the following appointments:

ARCHDIOCESAN 
AGENCY/ MINISTRY

Reverend John F. Gordon, 
Parochial Vicar of Holy Family 
Parish, Nutley, has also been 

appointed Coordinator of the 
Charismatic Renewal Movement in 
the Archdiocese of Newark for a 
period of fi ve years, effective Oct. 
22, 2013 and ending Oct. 22, 2018.

Reverend John M. McCrone, 
Pastor of St. Paul Parish, Ramsey, 
has also been appointed Director 

of Priest Sabbaticals and Continuing 
Education, effective Oct. 9, 2013.

PASTOR

Reverend Manoel J. Oliveira, 
Pastor of St. Benedict Parish, 
Newark, has been granted a 

second six-year term as Pastor, 
ending July 1, 2020.

Reverend Monsignor Ronald 
J. Rozniak, Pastor of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish, Ridgewood, 
has been granted an extension of 

his pastorate for two years, 
ending June 30, 2017.

of the Palisades Parish, West New 
York, has also been appointed Dean 

of the Hudson North Deanery, 
Deanery 8 for a term of fi ve years, 

ending Oct. 29, 2018.

RELEASE

Reverend Richard G. 
Francesco has been granted 
an extension on his release for 
pastoral service in the Diocese 

of Helena, MT, for a period of fi ve 
more years ending June 30, 2019.

Reverend Tobias Rodriguez, 
Vice Rector at Redemptoris 

Mater Seminary, Kearny, has been 
released for pastoral service in the 

Archdiocese of Denver, CO, 
for a period of fi ve years, 

ending Dec. 1, 2018. 

RESIDENCE

Reverend John F. Corbett, 
Director of the Apostolate of the 
Sea in the Archdiocese of Newark 
has been appointed to residence 

at St. Vincent de Paul Rectory, 
Bayonne, effective Oct. 30, 2013.

✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞

Offi cial Appointments 

Reverend Jose Amante M. 
Abalon, Parochial Vicar of Holy 
Redeemer Parish, West New York, 
has been appointed Pastor of Holy 
Rosary/St. Michael Parish, Elizabeth, 

effective Sept. 15, 2013.

ADMINISTRATOR

Reverend Jacob Christy 
Parambukattil has been 

appointed Administrator of Our 
Lady of Sorrows Parish, Garfi eld, 

effective Nov. 30, 2013.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Adauto Alves has 
been appointed Parochial Vicar of 

St. Cecilia Parish, Kearny, 
effective Oct. 1, 2013.

Reverend Javier Aracil, 
S.D.B., has been appointed 

Parochial Vicar of St. Anthony of 
Padua Parish, Elizabeth, 
effective Oct. 24, 2013.

DEAN

Reverend Monsignor Gregory 
J. Studerus, Pastor of St. Joseph 

List your upcoming events in

Email your submissions to Melissa McNally
mcnallme@rcan.org

or fax to (973) 497-4192

mailto:aapruzzese@stdominicacad.com
mailto:info@lifeneteducation.org
http://www.kofc13678.org
mailto:grafftim@rcan.org
mailto:schofund@rcan.org
mailto:mcnallme@rcan.org
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Funeral directors 
honored for service
By Melissa McNally
Editor

Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark hosted the 
annual Mass for funeral directors, cemeterians, and bereave-
ment counselors Oct. 30 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sa-

cred Heart, Newark. Archbishop John J. Myers (top right photo) cel-
ebrated the Mass and expressed his gratitude to those who work in 
funeral services. “You connect with families in critical times of faith 
with dignity and grace. We gather today to pray for each one of you,” 
Archbishop Myers said. “We thank and honor you for the loving, 
gentle, kind service you offer to so many.”

Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., Bishop Thomas A. Dona-
to and Bishop Manuel A. Cruz were also present at the Mass. The 
Knights of Columbus, top left, were the honor guard for the service. 
During Mass, Archbishop Myers asked attendees to pray for de-
ceased priests and loved ones, including former director of Catholic 
Cemeteries Rev. Msgr. William B. Naedele, who died on March 11.  
“We pray for the ones who have gone before us and those who are 
left behind,” Archbishop Myers said in his homily. 

Following Mass, a reception was held at Nanina’s in the Park, 
Belleville. At the reception, funeral directors were honored by 
Archbishop Myers and Andrew P. Schafer (right), executive direc-
tor of Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark, receiving 
plaques in recognition of their dedicated service. In the bottom right 
photo, Joseph Verzi, assistant executive director of Catholic Ceme-
teries (back row, left) was on hand to present the awards along with 
Rev. Msgr. Michael A. Andreano and Schafer. Honorees included, 
back row, left to right; Frank Galante, Jeffery J. Macanka, Ralph 
D. Vander May, Stanley J. Bonczek, A. Clark Holle and Joseph M. 
Shook, Jr. Pictured with Archbishop Myers in the front row are, left 
to right: William Brock Jr., Thomas G. Dean, Richard P. Dworzans-
ki, Ronald M. Mowad, Sr., Jaime A. Alvares, Jacqueline Holle and 
Jeffrey B. Krowicki.
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Rev. Msgr. John G. Judge Sister Felicia Picone, M.P.F.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Oct. 12 
at Saint Cassian Parish, Upper Montclair, for Rev. 

Msgr. John G. Judge, 70, who died Oct. 8.
Born and raised in Vailsburg, Newark, Msgr. Judge 

attended Seton Hall Preparatory School, West Orange, 
and Seton Hall University, South Orange. He completed 
his preparation for the priesthood at Immaculate Concep-
tion Seminary, Darlington. He was ordained to the priest-
hood May 31, 1969.

Msgr. Judge was assigned as parochial vicar of Our Lady of Lourdes, West 
Orange, Our Lady of Blessed Sacrament, Roseland, and Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Montclair.  He served as pastor of Saint Henry Parish, Bayonne, and was 
named pastor of Saint Cassian Parish Aug. 16, 1997.

On Sept. 13, 2009, he was elevated to Chaplain to His Holiness with the ti-
tle Reverend Monsignor, until retiring as Pastor Emeritus Feb. 1, 2011. Msgr. 
Judge also served as chaplain at the following hospitals:  Mountainside Hospital, 
Glen Ridge; Saint Barnabas Medical Center, Livingston; Saint Vincent Hospi-
tal, Montclair; Valley Hospital, Ridgewood; and Pascack Valley Hospital, West-
wood. He served as administrator at Immaculate Conception Parish, Montclair, 
and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Oakland.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated  Sept. 13 
at Saint Lucy Chapel, Villa Walsh, Morristown, for 

Sister Felicia Picone, M.P.F., 95,  who died Oct. 21.
Born in Easton, PA, Sr. Felicia entered the Religious 

Teachers Filippini Oct.  25, 1937, received the religious 
habit the following year and made her final religious pro-
fession Aug. 31, 1941. She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education with a minor in psychology from 
Seton Hall University, South Orange.

Sr. Felicia taught in elementary schools throughout the Archdioceses 
of Newark; Hartford, CT; New York, NY; and in the Dioceses of Scranton, 
PA, and Cleveland, OH.  She will be especially remembered at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace School, Maywood, where she served for fifteen years 
and Saint Anthony School, Dunmore, PA, where she taught kindergarten 
for sixteen years.  She received the Jubilee Medal pro meritis for distin-
guished service in the Archdiocese of Newark in 1990.   

Retiring at Villa Walsh in 1992, Sr. Felicia spent much of her time 
crafting and knitting items for the Sisters’ annual bazaar in addition to an 
extended life of prayer. She became a resident of Saint Joseph Hall, Villa 
Walsh, in 2004.

Sister Audrey Boettcher, S.C.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Nov. 1 at Saint Anne Villa, Con-
vent Station, for Sister Audrey Boettcher, S.C., 81, who died Oct. 30

Born in Weymouth, MA, Sr. Audrey entered the Sisters of Charity Oct. 2, 
1949 and was a member for 64 years.  She graduated from the College of Saint 
Elizabeth, Convent Station, with a bachelor’s degree in education and from 
LaSalle College, Philadelphia, PA, with a master’s degree in religious studies.

Sr. Audrey served as a teacher at Saint Joseph School, Jersey City; Our 
Lady of Sorrows School, South Orange; and Saint Thomas School, Bloom-
field. She was director of Religious Education in Our Lady of Mercy Parish, 
Whippany; administrator at Maris Stella Retreat House, Harvey Cedars; assis-
tant in the Pelican Shop, Xavier Center; Sacristan of Holy Family Chapel and 
office volunteer at Convent Station.  

She moved to Saint Anne Villa in 2012 where she resided until her death.

Sister Therese Anthony 
Gallihar, S.C.

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated  Sept. 13 at Saint 

Lucy Chapel, Villa Walsh, Morris-
town, was celebrated Oct. 11 at Saint 
Anne Villa, Convent Station, for Sis-
ter Therese Anthony Gallihar, S.C., 
88, who died Oct. 9.

Born in Boston, MA, Sr. Therese 
Anthony entered the Sisters of Char-
ity Oct. 1, 1950 and was a member 
for 63 years.  She graduated from the 
College of Saint Elizabeth, Convent 
Station, with a bachelor’s degree in 
education. She served in education 
and health ministry throughout New 
Jersey, Connecticut and Massachu-
setts. 

Sr. Therese Anthony served as 
a teacher at Saint Joseph School, 
Jersey City; Saint Patrick School, 
Jersey City; Saint Cecilia School, 
Kearny; Saint Stephen School, Ke-
arny; Our Lady of Sorrows School, 
South Orange; and Saint Bridget 
School, Jersey City. She also served 
as a librarian in Sacred Heart Parish, 
Vailsburg.

 She served in health care for 
the elderly in Quincy, MA; Pater-
son, NJ; Clifton, NJ; Cambridge, 
MA; and Catherine McHale Center 
in Newton, MA. She moved to Saint 
Anne Villa, Convent Station in 2007 
where she resided until her death.

roofing
commercial and residential

slate
graduated, random, heavy, standard
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website—www.BowerandCo.com
(201)-955-1700 

463-9 schuyler ave • kearny nj “churches a  special ty”

Happy

Family owned and continuously 
operated since “1973”

Canonization 
Pilgrimage

Attend the historic and glorious Canonizations of
the Blesseds: Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II
April 23-29, 2014

$3,190.00 includes taxes, fuel surcharges and tips, airfare, most 
meals, professional guides, first class hotels, tour of Rome,  

including Vatican Museum and Sistine chapel with a visit to Assisi.
Pilgrimage Chaplain: Fr. David Kosmoski

St. Andrew ChurCh, 244 Avenel Street, Avenel nJ 07001
For brochure call 732-634-4355 www.standrewparish.com

CAN YOU HELP SAVE  
A PREBORN CHILD?

 “Baby Aziah” was saved from  
abortion and born on 7/30/13. We struggle 
to keep our prolife shelters open to provide 
a choice for over 300 pregnant women who 
call our hotline monthly. Your contributions 
can help save many of God’s innocent  
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

Vocationist Fathers Retreat ● Shrine ● Conference Center 
90 Brooklake Rd. Florham Park N.J. 07932 

5 to15 minutes from Routes 10, 24, 78, 80, 280, 287, and the G.S.P. 
Fr. Frank Hreno, S.D.V. Director 

973-966-6262    www.vocationist.org 

Come Get Spiritually Re-Charged 

 Conference Center: 
 Groups up to 300 
 Multimedia  

available 
 Training events 
 Various meeting rooms 
 
 Highlights:  
 Church picnics 
 Shrine and  

Stations of the Cross 
 Wild life, walking paths 
 Ponds, Fountains 

 Picnic grounds 
 Two Chapels 
 Rosary Garden 
 Outdoor Mass  

Sanctuary 
 In house food catering 
 Handicap  

accessible 
 Recreational Facilities: 

Soccer field, volleyball, 
basketball & more! 

  
 

 Retreats: 
 Directed or Private 
 Spiritual Directors 
 Retreat Directors 
 Liturgies   
 Devotions 
 Novenas    
 Sacraments 
 Overnight retreats 
 
 
 
 

 Programs Geared 
For: 

 Days of Reflection 
 Students  /  Adults 
 Rosary Societies 
 Knights of  

Columbus 
 Columbiettes 
 Confirmation 
 Corner Stone 
 RCIA & more... 
 

 

http://www.standrewparish.com
http://www.BowerandCo.com
http://www.severalsources.net
http://www.chastitycall.org
http://www.vocationist.org
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Annual collection helps religious  
communities address retirement shortfall

The annual Retirement Fund 
for Religious collection will be 
held Dec. 7-8 in the Archdio-
cese of Newark. Now in its 26th 
year, the collection is coordi-
nated by the National Religious 
Retirement Office (NRRO) in 
Washington, D.C., and benefits 
over 34,000 senior Catholic sis-
ters, brothers, and religious order 
priests.

Last year, the Archdiocese of 
Newark contributed $581,724.30 
to this collection. In 2013, the 
Augustinian Recollects, Domin-
ican Nuns, Marist Brothers, Or-
der of Friars Minor Capuchin 
and the Sisters of Saint Dom-
inic received financial support 
made possible by the Retirement 
Fund for Religious. Additionally, 
women and men religious who 
serve or have served in the arch-
diocese but whose communities 
are based elsewhere may benefit 
from the annual appeal.

Catholic bishops of the Unit-
ed States initiated the collection 
in 1988 to address the significant 

Their sacrifices now leave their 
religious communities without 
adequate savings for retirement. 
Of 548 communities submitting 
data to the NRRO in 2012, only 
eight percent were fully funded 
for retirement.

At the same time, the number 
of religious needing care is on 
the rise. In 2012, 61 percent of 
the religious communities pro-
viding data to the NRRO had a 
median age of 75 or older. Ac-
companying the higher median 
age is a decrease in the number 
of religious able to serve in com-
pensated ministry. By 2023, the 
NRRO projects that retired reli-
gious will outnumber wage-earn-
ing religious by four to one.

“As the number of wage-earn-
ing religious drops, so does in-
come,” said Sister Bader. “Our 
mission is to help religious com-
munities prepare for the dramat-
ic income reduction that will ac-
company this demographic shift.”

Visit www.retiredreligious.
org to learn more.

lack of retirement funding among 
U.S. religious communities. Pro-
ceeds are distributed to eligible 
communities to help underwrite 
retirement and health-care ex-
penses. Since the collection be-
gan, Catholics have contributed 
$698 million. Over 93 percent of 
donations directly support senior 
religious and their communities. 

“I am deeply grateful to the 
Catholics across the nation who 
faithfully support the Retirement 
Fund for Religious,” said Pre-
cious Blood Sister Janice Bad-
er, NRRO’s executive director. 
“Their generosity allows our of-
fice to provide vital financial as-
sistance to hundreds of religious 
communities each year.”

Despite the generosity to the 
collection, numerous religious 
communities struggle to provide 
adequate care. In the past, Catho-
lic sisters, brothers, and religious 
order priests—known collective-
ly as women and men religious—
served for small stipends that did 
not include retirement benefits. 

Father Robert E. O’Brien, S.J

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Oct. 23 at Fordham University 
Church, Bronx, NY, for Father Robert E. O’Brien, S.J., 90, who died 

Oct. 19.
Born in the Bronx, he was a Jesuit for 70 years and a priest for 59 years. 

While attending Fordham University, he entered the Jesuit novitiate at Saint 
Andrew-on-Hudson, Poughkeepsie, NY, Feb. 1, 1943.  

Fr. O’Brien taught Latin and Greek at Scranton University, PA, from 1948-
1950, followed by one year teaching philosophy at Canisius College, Buffalo, 
NY. He was ordained to the priesthood the Fordham University Church June 
19, 1954.  

In 1965, he moved to Saint Peter’s College, Jersey City, where he served as 
teacher and chairman of the Theology Department.

Father Michael Sgarioto, O.Carm.

A Mass of Christian Burial wascelebrated Nov. 5 at Saint Anastasia Parish, 
Teaneck, for Father Michael Sgarioto, O.Carm., 56, who died Nov. 2

Born in Chicago, IL, Fr. Sgarioto earned a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI.  He entered the Carmelite 
Order, professing first vows June 15, 1981, at the Carmelite Novitiate in Mid-
dletown, NY.  He studied theology at Washington Theological Union in Wash-
ington, DC, earning a master’s degree in divinity in 1985. He made his solemn 
profession with the Carmelites Oct. 27, 1984 and was ordained a Carmelite 
priest May 18, 1985.

Fr. Sgarioto served for many years in Lima, Peru, as well as Houston, TX, 
and Phoenix, AZ. In 2012 Sgarioto took a sabbatical for four months, before 
he was appointed parochial vicar at Saint Anastasia Parish. In July 2013, he 
became the pastor the parish, a position he held until his death.

    PLEASE JOIN US:

    Dean’s Preview Day
    Sun., Nov. 17, 10 am - 2:30 pm
    • Specialized campus tours, tailored to your areas of interest
    • Meet with Academic Advisors to discuss your future plans
    • Attend a Financial Planning and Scholarship Workshop

   *Future Scientists Overnight
    Sun., Nov. 17, 3 pm – Mon., Nov. 18, 1 pm
    • Join interactive workshops in our new science labs
    • Spend the night in our residence halls

http://www.retiredreligious
http://www.cse.edu/visit
https://www.facebook.com/CollegeOfSaintElizabeth
mailto:apply@cse.edu
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PHOTOGRAPHER

CHARITYMUSEUM

BAGPIPES FOR HIRE

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any 
and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members 
of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  
We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual 
misconduct to inform the archdiocese immediately so that we 
may take appropriate action to protect others and provide 
support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual 
misconduct may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child 
and Youth Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

How to report abuse

Novena

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN ASSISTANT HOUSEMOTHER

— Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for 
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual, willing 
to serve God through those we help. Generous vacation + clothing 
allowance. Driver’s license required. For job description, contact 
Jasmine Quinones at 201-818-9033. 
E-mail resume to sssomcc@aol.com

Help Wanted

SEVERAL SOURCES SHELTERS, a non-profit, 
Pro-Life shelter for pregnant women is seeking a kind, 
compassionate individual willing to serve as a Hotline 
Counselor to pregnant women seeking guidance.  
Work from home.  Minimum wage.  
For more information, contact Jasmine Quinones 
201-818-9033 or sssomcc@aol.com.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
   This is a novena to the Blessed 
Virgin. Say this prayer 3 times a day 
for 3 consecutive days and your 
prayers will be answered. You must 
promise to publish it.
  Say this 3 times during each prayer: 
O Most Beautiful Flower of Mount 
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of 
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son 
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me 
in my necessity. O Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me here you are 
my mother. O Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, 
I humbly  beseech you from the 
bottom of my heart to secure me in 
my necessity, (YOUR REQUEST). 
There are none that can withstand 
your power. O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee. Holy Mary, I place 
this cause in your hands. 
  After each prayer say 9 Hail Mary’s. 
You must publish it and it will be 
granted to you.                        L.A.B.

Services Offered

S E N I O R  C A R E  A T  H O M E
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing 
homes or assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI since 
2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are fl uent in English with great references for 
satisfaction guaranteed.
For our personalized placement services
C a l l  K a r e n  a t  ( 9 0 8 ) 3 7 7 - 9 3 7 5

Your 
Classifi ed 

Could Be Here
Call 

973-497-4200

COURAGE
An archdiocesan 

sponsored spiritual 
support group for 

persons experiencing 
same-sex attractions 
who desire to lead a 
chaste life in accord 

with Catholic 
teaching on 

homosexuality.
For information, 

call (908) 272-2307
(All calls confidential)

Announcement

Classifi eds/Professional Directory

WE DONATE $1,000 
TO THE PARISH  OR CHARITY 

OF YOUR CHOICE AFTER THE CLOSING

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
WITH 26 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

• We cover north Jersey • Listed on GSMLS and NJ MLS 
• Homeowner’s Warranty • List it on hundreds of websites 

• Add a virtual tour • Floor plans drawn 
• Professional pictures taken 

Taylor Real Estate  15 Bloomfi eld Ave., Verona, NJ 07044  
•  973-239-7772  •  www.taylorrealestatenj.com

Glen Taylor • Broker/Owner/Parishioner
RESIDENTAL          COMMERCIAL          INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

The best compliment I can get is a referral from you!

REAL ESTATE

Conference on Vatican Council II scheduled at SHU
SOUTH ORANGE- To com-

memorate the 50th Anniversary 
of the Second Vatican Council 
(1962-1965) a conference will 
be held at Seton Hall University 
on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2 -5 p.m. 
to explore the impact of Unitatis 
redintegratio, The Decree on Ec-
umenism. 

The event is organized by the 
Department of Catholic Studies 
at Seton Hall University, Insti-
tute of Interdisciplinary Studies 
in cooperation with the Commis-
sion of Christian Unity, Archdio-
cese of Newark. The Decree on 

Ecumenism confi rmed the com-
mitment of the Catholic Church 
to the modern ecumenical move-
ment which has been in progress 
for a century since the World 
Missionary Conference at Edin-
burgh, Scotland, 1910. 

Unitatis redintegratio was 
passed by a vote of 2,137 to 11 of 
the bishops assembled and was 
promulgated by Pope Paul VI on 
Nov. 21, 1964. The title in Lat-
in means “Restoration of Uni-
ty” and is from the fi rst line of 
the decree, as is customary with 
major Catholic documents. Es-

pecially after the promulgation 
of the Decree an Ecumenism, the 
Catholic Church, while fostering 
ecumenical renewal within it-
self, began to engage in contacts 
and dialogues with other church-
es and communions and with 
the World Council of Churches, 
which continue to produce many 
important results fostering unity 
and reconciliation of long divid-
ed Christians. The keynote ad-
dress, “The Impact of the Decree 
on Ecumenism on the life of the 
Catholic Church” will be pre-
sented by Rev. Dr. John Crossin, 

O.S.F.S., executive director, Sec-
retariat for Ecumenical and Inter-
religious Affairs, United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

The Ecumenical Panel will 
include “Observations of Ec-
umenical Partners on relation-
ships and dialogue of their 
church or communion with the 
Roman Catholic Church since 
the promulgation of the Decree 
on Ecumenism.”  A “Reformed 
Perspective” will be presented 
by Rev. Dr. Allan Janssen, af-
fi liate professor of Theological 
Studies, New Brunswick Theo-

logical Seminary; “An Orthodox 
Perspective” by Dr. Paul Mey-
endorff, The Alexander Schme-
mann Professor of Liturgical 
Theology, Saint Vladimir’s Or-
thodox Theological Seminary 
and “A Lutheran Perspective” 
by Dr. William G. Rusch, profes-
sor (adjunct) of Lutheran Stud-
ies, Yale Divinity School.  The 
conference will be held in Bish-
op Dougherty University Center. 
For more information and regis-
tration please call Ines Murzaku 
at (973) 275-5845 or e-mail ines.
murzaku@shu.edu.

mailto:sssomcc@aol.com
mailto:sssomcc@aol.com
http://www.taylorrealestatenj.com
mailto:murzaku@shu.edu
http://www.morrisphotographers.com
mailto:policepiper169@aol.com
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Welcome & Congratulations
to

The Most Reverend 
Bernard A. Hebda

In Your Appointment as:
Coadjutor Archbishop of 

the Archdiocese of Newark

From Your Friends at Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of Newark
Henry J. Amoroso, Esquire,

Chairman of the Board
John W. Westervelt
Chief Executive Officer

We wish to extend you a most sincere welcome. 
Please know that you have our earnest prayers and 
wholehearted support as you begin your service to  

the faithful of the Archdiocese of Newark.

Supporting the Mission of the Archdiocese of Newark

With open arms 
and joyous hearts, 

the Archdiocese of Newark 
welcomes 

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda
                    CoAdjutor Archbishop 

from 
the Vicariate for education

of the archdiocese of newark
 

The Schools and Catechetical 
Offices extend gratitude 
and prayers to you on the 

celebration of this milestone. 
May God continue to bless you 
for your support and spiritual 

dedication 
to this Church.

Ad Multos Annos



Archbishop Hebda,

We welcome you to your new home

 in the Archdiocese of Newark

Know that you are in our prayers as you 

Begin working with Archbishop Myers

In your new ministry as

Coadjutor Archbishop

May God continue to bless you.

The Clergy, Religious and Lay Staff 

of 

The Archdiocesan Center
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