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A miracle in Teaneck

Michael Mencer, 58, 
well remembers 
the September day 
in 1964 when he 
was walking home 

from Saint Anastasia School in Te-
aneck.

His third grade teacher, Sister 
Mary Augustine, S.C. had just given 
him a prayer pamphlet and a quar-
ter-sized religious memento. But 
Mencer could not clearly see either; 
since fi rst grade, advancing bilateral 
macular degeneration had taken all 
but some peripheral vision.

On Sept. 25, the late Dr. Vincent 
Carter told Mencer’s mother  Bar-
bara, it was only a matter of months 
before her third son would be totally 
blind. She had passed along the di-
agnosis to the principal, Sister Maria 
William. 

So, when Mencer went to school 
the following week, Sister Augustine 
gave him the prayer pamphlet and 
a relic containing a snippet of the 
hair of Sister Miriam Teresa Dem-
janovich. Not long after her death 
in 1927, many inspired by her deep 
spirituality, began the cause to can-
onize the Sister of Charity of Saint 
Elizabeth, who died of appendicitis 
at 28. 

After leaving school, Mencer 
remembers perceiving a very bright 
light as he walked along Queen 
Anne Road. “I was about two blocks 
from home, near where my brother 
used to say the boogey man used to 
hang out at Halloween - that’s how 
I remember where and how it hap-
pened,” he said. 

“I remember looking up in the 
sky toward Route 4 and I kind of 
thought I was looking at the sun, but 
it didn’t hurt my eyes as I stared at it 
point blank. It was just bright light. 
All I can say is, when I looked back 

Michael Mencer 

down, I could see the hair in the me-
mento. That’s how I realized it was 
a hair.”

Arriving at his Kings Court 
home, he handed the prayer pam-
phlet and relic to his mother who 
was immediately struck that her son 
was not tilting his head to the side so 
he could see her. 

 “I was sitting at the kitchen 
counter and he was looking directly 
at me,” Barbara Mencer recalled. 
“His eyes were shining. He was 
changed from a child with a problem 
to a child who looked so well.”

Because the family was in the 
middle of a move to Cinnaminson 
in Burlington County, it was not 
until six weeks later that Mencer’s 
eyesight was declared normal during 
a visit to the Wills Eye Hospital in 
Philadelphia. But his mother’s let-
ters to the Sisters explaining what 
happened remained unnoticed until 
1998, so the process of  having the 
Vatican authenticate the miracle did 
not begin until 2000.

In the meantime, Mencer—
whom Dr. Carter had already en-
rolled for home tutoring with the 
New Jersey Commission for the 
Blind—enjoyed the rest of his boy-
hood riding his bike and playing 
with friends without bumping into 
trees or dropping balls.

Immediately after Dr. Carter’s 
diagnosis, he rebelled against wear-
ing his new bulky glasses with thick 
lenses. “I remember thinking, ‘I 
don’t need these and I don’t know 
why I am wearing them,’” he said. 
So he’d only put them on when his 
mom or dad came into the room.

Other than the drug store glass-
es he wears for reading, he said his 
vision remains perfect. However, he 
has been suffering from cancer since 
1986.

With nine medical specialists 
endorsing Mencer’s vision cure as 
medically unexplainable, a commit-

tee of Vatican theologians validated 
it as a miracle performed by Sister 
Miriam Teresa and, last December, 
Pope Francis agreed.

As a result, Sister Miriam Teresa 
will be beatifi ed during an Oct. 4 
Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart.

“It’s a fi rst class miracle,” said 
Barbara Mencer, 85, adding that she 
regrets a stroke she suffered in May 
will likely prevent her from traveling 
to Newark from the Lincoln, Neb. 
home the registered nurse shares 
with her son.

It will be the fi rst beatifi cation 
celebrated in the U.S. and Cardinal 
Angelo Amato, prefect of the Con-
gregation for the Causes of Saints, is 
to come from Rome to preside. He 
is to be joined by Newark Archbish-
op John J. Myers, Paterson Bishop 
Arthur J. Serratelli and Bishop Kurt 
Burnette of the Eparchy of Passaic.

They represent the local church-
es with ties to Sister Miriam Teresa. 
Born in Bayonne, the daughter of 
immigrants was baptized in the East-
ern Rite and educated at Saint Eliz-
abeth College in Morris Township 
– where her remains are entombed 

in the chapel of her community’s 
motherhouse.

During the Mass, Mencer is to 
carry to the altar a reliquary contain-
ing locks of Sister Miriam Teresa’s 
reddish brown hair—similar to the 
tiny clipping given him 50 years ago 
and which he still venerates. During 
an interview, however, he said he is 
thinking the honor should go to his 
brother John and sister Susan, who 
used to act as his guides as he was 
going blind. 

A long-time altar server in his 
youth, Mencer maintains an avid 
prayer life, although he regrets his 
cancer has made it diffi cult to con-
tinue attending Mass and receiving 
Holy Communion regularly.

After his graduation from Cin-
naminson High School in 1974, he 
worked in a candy factory, at a pro-
duce company and as an auto tech-
nician. He graduated in 1995 from 
Indiana University/Purdue Univer-
sity Indianapolis with a degree in 
biomedical electronics but is now 
totally disabled. He seeks to speak 
kindly to others and offer words of 
encouragement, especially to fellow 
cancer patients.

“It’s kind of hard to explain,” 
Mencer said, when asked about the 
cure and subsequent developments. 
“You’re thinking how can I pay this 
back?”

In the years since the miracle, 
Mencer said he has felt Sister Miri-
am Teresa’s intercession. In 1986, he 
was diagnosed with testicular cancer 
and it spread to his lymph nodes and 
his liver before going into remis-
sion four years later after rounds and 
rounds of chemo therapy. Cancer re-
turned in 2006, and almost attacked 
his lungs two years later, but treat-
ments have been effective.

“Every time I see a new doc-
tor he says ‘I can’t believe you’re 
still alive,” he said, adding that his 
continuing testimony on behalf of 
Sister Miriam Teresa must be the 
only explanation. “I was meant to 
stay alive.”

By Al Frank
Associate Publisher
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Archbishop John J. My-
ers announced Aug. 29 
the appointment of Rev. 
Msgr. Thomas P. Nydeg-

ger, currently pastor of Saint Philo-
mena Parish, Livingston, and execu-
tive director of the Offi ce of Clergy 
Personnel, to the curial post of Vicar 
General and Moderator of the Curia 
of the Archdiocese of Newark. 

He will assume the duties cur-
rently fulfi lled by Bishop Edgar M. 
da Cunha, S.D.V., whom Pope Fran-
cis named Bishop of the Diocese of 
Fall River, MA, on July 3.

Archbishop Myers also has also 
appointed Rev. Msgr. Michael A. 
Andreano, K.C.H.S., chancellor of 
the archdiocese, to the additional 
curial post of Vicar General. The ap-
pointments are effective Sept.  3.

As Vicars General, Msgr. Ny-
degger and Msgr. Andreano, along 
with Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard 
A. Hebda, are the principal deputies 
of Archbishop Myers for the exer-
cise of administrative authority with-
in the archdiocese. As Vicars of the 
archbishop, Vicars General exercise 
the archbishop’s ordinary executive 
power over the entire archdiocese.

In addition to this role, Msgr. 
Nydegger’s duties as moderator of 
the curia will include day-to-day 
direction of the administrative agen-
cies and departments of the arch-
diocese and the supervision of the 
members of the archdiocesan curia.  

Msgr. Thomas Nydegger, or-
dained for service to the Archdio-
cese of Newark in 1992, has served 
in parish ministry at Immaculate 
Conception Parish, Secaucus, and 
Saint Philomena Parish, Living-
ston. He has also served as Secre-
tary to Archbishop McCarrick; as 
archdiocesan vocations director; as 
assistant to the Vicar General and 
Moderator of the Curia; as vice rec-
tor of Immaculate Conception Sem-
inary at Seton Hall University; as 
associate vice president for student 
affairs at Seton Hall University; as 
a vice chancellor of the archdio-
cese and director of formation at 
Immaculate Conception Seminary. 
St. Pope John Paul II named Msgr. 
Nydegger a Chaplain to His Holi-
ness in 2005.

Msgr. Michael Andreano, or-
dained for service to the Archdio-
cese of Newark in 2000, has served 

Archbishop names Vicars General of archdiocese

in parish ministry at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish, Newark, and 
Holy Family Parish, Nutley. He has 
also served as Secretary to Arch-
bishop John Myers; as assistant to 
the Vicar General and Moderator 
of the Curia; as a vice chancellor 
of the archdiocese; as archdioce-
san director of Pontifi cal Liturgies; 
and as interim executive director of 
Clergy Personnel. In addition, he 
has served as a member of the arch-

diocesan Vocations Board, Presby-
teral Council, archdiocesan Finance 
Council, and Advisory Commit-
tee on Continuing Education and 
Ongoing Formation of Priests; and 
as a member of the Board of Over-
seers of Immaculate Conception 
Seminary. A Knight Commander of 
the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Pope Ben-
edict XVI named Msgr. Andreano a 
Chaplain to His Holiness in 2009.

Rev. Msgr. Thomas P. 
Nydegger

Rev. Msgr. Michael A. 
Andreano, K.C.H.S.

Th inking about a will?
Request a free Wills Kit from CRS. 

Learn what you need to know  
before you see an attorney.

1-800-235-2772
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
Giving hope to a world of need.

Thinking about a will?

Request a free Wills Kit from CRS. 

Learn what you need to know  
before you see an attorney.

1-800-235-2772

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

Giving hope to a world of need.

The Parish Families of Deanery 2 North
will be marking Catechetical Sunday in a manner that has never 

been witnessed before in the Northern Valley!!!!!

Be a part of the history as we welcome ARRAY OF HOPE ministries
to kick-off our Parish Faith Formation Ministries 

special guest speaker
Archbishop Bernard Hebda,
Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark

Sunday, September, 21, 2014 from 7-9pm.

Tail Gate Celebration begins at 5pm 
Food, Beverages, Music and Games for the entire family.

 Where: Parish Center Auditorium of 
Immaculate Conception Church, 200 Summit Street, Norwood

For more info. call your local parish in Deanery 2 or
Immaculate Conception Church @ 201-768-1600.

Tickets: $3.00 per person ($5.00 at the door) / $10.00 per family

It’s nothing like you’ve seen before. Featured on EWTN, Catholic TV, Catholic 
Fire and many others, all have said it’s “An Event You Can’t Miss”.

If you like music, if you like to laugh, or you want to be moved by the Holy 
Spirit, you are encouraged to come and see, ARRAY OF HOPE

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
 “Baby Joshua” was saved from abortion and 
born on 4/12/14. We struggle to keep our prolife 
shelters open to provide a choice for over 300 
pregnant women who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder
Several Sources Shelters

P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277

Visit our websites:
www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

http://www.severalsources.net
http://www.chastitycall.org
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CAPP-USA & Fordham University present

Poverty &  
Development: 
A Catholic Perspective
September 26 – 27, 2014 At Fordham 

University  
Lincoln Center 
Corrigan Conference Center  
113 W. 60th St., New York, NY

Fondazione 
Centesimus 

Annus  
Pro Pontifice

Complete Details & Registration: www.CAPP-USA.org

PleAse join us For this event featuring Church, academic and government leaders 
with a focus on the pressing issues of economic development and human rights and 
dignity. The conference will react to Pope Francis’ appeals to the international community to 
cooperate in creating a better world. It will propose ways to respond to immediate emergencies 
as well as creating just and lasting solutions. ConFerenCe outComes And disCussions 
will be included among others for presentation to Pope Francis, and circulated to universities, 
economic organizations and research centers.

“While encouraging 
the development  
of a better world, 

we cannot remain silent about 
the scandal of poverty in 
its various forms: violence, 
exploitation, discrimination, 
marginalization, restrictive  
approaches to fundamental 
freedoms, whether of indi-
viduals or of groups.” 

— Pope Francis

Catholic radio now on the air in New Jersey
Relevant Radio, the 

largest Catholic radio net-
work in the United States, 
is now operating 24 hours a 
day in the New Jersey-New 
York-Connecticut area.  

WNSW 1430 AM begun broad-
casting at noon on Aug. 28 with 
around-the clock coverage of Cath-
olic news, opinion, catechesis and 
information in an entertaining and 
interactive programming format.  
WNSW is the newest station in Rel-
evant Radio’s network of 36 stations 
in 18 states. Many of its signature 
shows , including “Morning Air,” 
“Go Ask Your Father,” “On Call 
with Wendy Wiese” and “The Drew 
Mariani Show,” are call-in programs 
that bring to listeners a clear and 
consistent Catholic message to ben-
efit not only Catholic people, but 
people of all faiths, helping them to  
understand the Catholic faith more 
fully and share it with others.

The Archdiocese of Newark has 
been instrumental in bringing Rele-

Brooklyn, for their active support 
in this endeavor. Nor could we have 
made this acquisition without the 
extraordinary generosity of our lis-
teners and supporters.”

“We are pleased to welcome 
Relevant Radio into the Archdiocese 
of Newark and greater metropolitan 
area. We look forward to working 
closely with them to bring to all lis-
teners the clear and consistent Cath-
olic message and to share the truth, 
beauty and goodness of our faith,” 
Archbishop Myers said. “As we 
continue to broaden our efforts in the 
New Evangelization to spread the 

vant Radio to the New Jersey-New 
York area. The radio station’s offices 
will be located at the Archdiocesan 
Center, and its transmission center 
and antenna are also in New Jersey.

“We are thrilled to be in the na-
tion’s number one media market,” 
Father Francis J. Hoffman, exec-
utive director of Relevant Radio, 
said. “We are grateful to the Blessed 
Mother and Saint Joseph for their 
powerful intercession, and espe-
cially to Most Rev. John J. Myers, 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of 
Newark and Most Rev. Nicholas 
DiMarzio, Bishop of the Diocese of 

good news of the Gospel, Relevant 
Radio will be of tremendous bene-
fit not only to Catholic people but 
to people of all faiths to help them 
understand the Catholic faith more 
fully, and share it with others.”

The addition of new radio sta-
tion will increase the Relevant Radio 
potential listener base from 32 mil-
lion to 48.6 million people. The Rel-
evant Radio mobile App has been 
downloaded over 50,000 times in the 
U.S. and in 146 countries around the 
world. Programming can be heard 
worldwide via streaming audio at 
www.relevantradio.com. 

http://www.CAPP-USA.org
http://www.relevantradio.com


Come visit the most beautiful and majestic

OPEN HOUSE | Saturday, Sept. 20th - Sunday, Sept. 21st
9:00 am - 4:30 pm       www.rcancem.org       888-459-0746

Find us on:

facebook.
Find us on:

GATE OF HEAVEN
C A T H O L I C  C E M E T E R I E S

225 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, EAST HANOVER, NJ 07936

 | Saturday, Sept. 20th - Sunday, Sept. 21st

0% 
interest 

Financing
(Up to 

36 months)

A Ministry of the Archdiocese of Newark 
Catholic Cemeteries

For our Catholic Community, Serving Catholic Families for over 160 years.

Join Archbishop John J. Myers at the Dedication and Altar Blessing 
of the NEW Genesis Chapel  at the Holy Cross Mausoleum

Saturday, September 13 at 3 pm
340 Ridge Road, North Arlington, NJ 07031

Blessed Mother Teresa
COMMITTAL GAZABO SECTION
& IN-GROUND FAMILY ESTATES

{A lasting family tribute to the generations
of family members at rest in one location,
o� ering a unique and private memorial.}

� ese beauttifully
 landscaped Estates are
   lined with Boxwood
     Hedge rows.

LIMITED SPACE RESERVE TODAY!

http://www.rcancem.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Catholic-Cemeteries-Archdiocese-of-Newark/169424653073330?v=wall
https://twitter.com/rcancem
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Legal Advertisement
FISCAL YEAR 2015 PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT  FOR USE BY DIOCESE OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY

The Archdiocese of Newark announced today that low cost, nutritious school meals and/or milk will be available to all children enrolled in the Catholic schools listed below.  In addition, meals and/or 
milk will be provided free or at a greatly reduced price to children from households whose gross income is at or below the amounts listed on the household size and income scale which appears below.  
Applications for Free and Reduced Price Meals or Free Milk will be sent to the households of all children enrolled in the schools listed.

  EFFECTIVE FROM JULY 1, 2014 TO JUNE 30, 2015
(As announced by the United States Department of Agriculture)

$575.00September 2014

Name of School Town in which 
 School is located

Marist High School Bayonne
St. Peter’s School Belleville
St. Michael School Cranford
Our Lady Help of Christians School East Orange
St. Joseph School East Orange
Our Lady of Czestochow School Jersey City
Sacred Heart School Jersey City
St. Aloysius Elementary Academy Jersey City
St. Joseph School Jersey City
St. Nicholas School Jersey City
St. Benedict Prep/St. Mary School Newark

St. Francis Newark
St. Michael School Newark
St. Vincent Academy Newark
Good Shepherd Academy Nutley
St. Joseph School Oradell
Visitation Academy Paramus
Our Lady of Mercy School Park Ridge
St. Joseph the Carpenter School Roselle
St. Batholomew Scotch Plains
St. Augustine School Union City

Name of School Town in which 
 School is located

The following schools participate in one or more of the following School Nutrition Programs:  National School Lunch Program, School 
Breakfast Program, After School Snack Program, Special Milk Program. 

Application forms are available at your child’s school and application can be made at any time 
during the school year.  If a household member becomes unemployed, or the household size or 
income changes during the school year, parents are encouraged to contact the school so that all 
children receive the proper benefi ts.

For the school offi cials to determine eligibility, the household must provide the following 
information listed on the application:  names of all household members; household income 
received by each household member; type of income; frequency of income such as weekly, 
every two weeks, twice a month, monthly or annually; and the signature and the last four digits 
of the social security number of an adult household member certifying that the information 
provided is correct.  

The information provided by parents on the application will be kept confi dential and will 
be used only for the purpose of determining eligibility.

The school will advise parents of their child’s eligibility within 10 working days of receipt of the 
application.  Any parent dissatisfi ed with the eligibility determination may contact the school to 
request an informal conference or may appeal the decision by requesting a formal hearing.  Parents 
may call the school for further information on the program.  

Once determinations are completed, school offi cials are required to verify a minimum of three 
percent of the approved free and reduced price applications on fi le.

Foster children are eligible for free meals or free milk. Households receiving assistance under 
NJ SNAP (Food Stamp Program) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) for 
their children will be notifi ed of their eligibility for free benefi ts unless the household notifi es 
the school that it chooses to decline benefi ts.  Households receiving assistance under NJ SNAP 
or TANF should only submit an application if they are not notifi ed of their eligibility by a 
specifi ed date determined by the school. 

In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is 
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  
To fi le a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Offi ce of Adjudication, 1400 Inde-
pendence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice).  
Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer

       Form # 127 

       Revised 3/2014 

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 

July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 
(As announced by the United States Department of Agriculture) 

HOUSE- 
HOLD 
SIZE 

FREE MEALS OR MILK 
HOUSE- 
HOLD 
SIZE 

REDUCED PRICE MEALS 

Annual Monthly 
Twice per 

Month 

Every 
Two 

Weeks 
Weekly Annual Monthly 

Twice per 
Month 

Every Two 
Weeks 

Weekly 

1 15,171 1,265 633 584 292 1 21,590 1,800 900 831 416 

2 20,449 1,705 853 787 394 2 29,101 2,426 1,213 1,120 560 

3 25,727 2,144 1,072 990 495 3 36,612 3,051 1,526 1,409 705 

4 31,005 2,584 1,292 1,193 597 4 44,123 3,677 1,839 1,698 849 

5 36,283 3,024 1,512 1,396 698 5 51,634 4,303 2,152 1,986 993 

6 41,561 3,464 1,732 1,599 800 6 59,145 4,929 2,465 2,275 1,138 

7 46,839 3,904 1,952 1,802 901 7 66,656 5,555 2,778 2,564 1,282 

8 52,117 4,344 2,172 2,005 1,003 8 74,167 6,181 3,091 2,853 1,427 

            

Each 
Additional 
Household 

Member 
+5,278 +440 +220 +203 +102 

Each 
Additional 
Household 

Member 
+7,511 +626 +313 +289 +145 

When all income is reported with the same frequency i.e., all reported as weekly (W), every 2 weeks (2W), monthly (M), or twice a month 
(2M), total the income and the number of household members and compare it to this chart.   Cannot annualize if all income reported is the 
same frequency. 
 
When income is reported with different frequencies, annualize the number, total the income and the number of household members and 
compare it to the annual income column on this chart. 
 

Annual Income Conversion: Weekly x 52, Every 2 weeks x 26, Twice a month x 24, and Monthly x 12 
 

Error Prone:  Weekly: $0 -$25 below the free or reduced price income eligibility limit.  
Every two weeks or twice a month: $0 - $ 50 below the free or reduced price income eligibility limit. 
Monthly: $0 - $100 below the free or reduced price income eligibility limit. 
Annually: $0 - $1200 below the free or reduced price income eligibility limit.  

Our Family provides affordable, quality 
Home Care that enables you and your 

loved ones to live safely, on your terms, 
without fear.

A Family That
Cares For You

www.SeniorsInPlace.com

®

Live in Place with..
.

299 Market St., Suite 330, Saddle Brook, NJ 07663

201-843-8400
Call our family today

Why...
Because you need help

Free
Home Care

Consultation

Since 2001

Italy Pilgrimage  
(April 27 - May 7, 2015)  
Visit Turin to see the Holy  
Shroud of Turin on exhibit, 

Milan, Venice, Padua, Sienna, 
Pisa, Florence, Assisi, 

Rome with Papal Audience  
$3,290.00  Call St. Andrew 

Church, Avenel at 
732 634 4355 for 

brochure. Tour host: 
Fr. David Kosmoski

ADVERTISE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 

IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF 
THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE

OCTOBER 15TH
CONTACT MARGE AT

(973) 497-4201

http://www.SeniorsInPlace.com
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The Diocese of Metuchen in collaboration with the Archdiocese of Newark present

CRITICAL LIFE ISSUES 
C O N F E R E N C E20

14
Saturday, October 18, 2014

8:30 am -3:30 pm   •   St. John Neumann Conference Center, 146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway, NJ 08854
Call 732-562-1990 exts. 1629 or 1543 for information

The Diocese of Metuchen in collaboration  
with the Archdiocese of Newark present 

The Critical Life Issues Conference 
Saturday, October 18, 2014  

8:30 AM– 3:30  PM  
Call 732-562-1990  

exts. 1629 or 1543 for info 

Critical Life Issues Conference Registration - $25.00 includes handouts & lunch.             
College & High School Students only $10.00!    Program begins with 8:30 AM Mass 

To register online visit http://diometuchen.org/critical-life   
Name:_____________________________________________Phone:_____________ 
Adress:________________________________________________________________ 
Parish___________________Town_________________Email:__________________ 
____volunteer ____clergy  ____educator ____college/HS student ____health care _____other 
 
Mail to Diocese of Metuchen, Respect for Life Office, P.O. Box 191, Metuchen, NJ 08840 
Fax to 732-562-1018 or call 732-562-1990 ext 1629 or 1543 or email amarshall@diometuchen.org 
Indicate any special needs:_________________________________________________________ 

The Conference begins with Mass and there will be Eucharistic Adoration throughout the day. 
This event  features a variety of exhibits.  Lunch and handouts are included.  Join us for a day  

filled with information, inspiration and spirituality!  For more information visit www.diometuchen.org  

Dr. Angela Franks 
Author & Theologian 
Planned Parenthood 
& Margaret Sanger’s 

Eugenic Legacy 

 J.D. Mullane, 
Journalist 

 
What I saw  

at the  
Gosnell Trials 

Kathy DiFiore 
Founder, Several 
Sources Shelters 

 
Gimme Hope, 
Gimme Love,  

Gimme Shelter 

St. John Neumann  
Conference Center  

146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway 08854 

ValLimar Jansen 
Speaker & Singer 

 
Each of us is 
a masterpiece  
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Finding God and Living the 
Christian Message in the Present

161 James Street, Morristown, NJ 07960 
Phone: (973) 539-0740
www.loyola.org

For a complete schedule of all retreats and spiritual 
programs, please call or visit our website.

DAY OF PRAYER 
SEPtEmbER 17, 2014 

9:30Am-3Pm
“POPE FRAnciS”

Led by Fr. Bill Rakowicz,S.J.

AFtERnOOn OF PRAYER 
SEPtEmbER 21,2014, 2-7Pm
“KnOwing OuRSElvES”

YOUNG ADULTS (20s & 30s)  
Includes Dinner, Prayer,  

Community, & Conversation

EvEning OF PRAYER 
SEPtEmbER 25, 2014  

7-8:30Pm
“St. PADRE PiO”

Led by Fr. Steve Pugliese, S.J.

Loyola is a Jesuit retreat house for 
Christian men and women providing 
contemplative space to meet God, 
grow in the precious gift of faith,  

and to learn and live gospel values 
so you can return with a refreshed 

and energized approach to life.

MIRACLES  
AND  

THEIR MEANING  

To order DVD, visit our Web Site at: www.loveandmercy.org 
or send $20 plus $4 (shipping & handling) to:  

Love and Mercy Publications,  
P O Box 1160, Hampstead, NC 28443   

This DVD is great for strengthening the faith of our family and 
friends.  This powerful witness, given by Tim Francis, has touched 
and transformed lives, setting souls on fire worldwide. This is truly 
a New Evangelization call for all as we awaken our faith.  

W hat science discovers will confront the mind and heart of 
every person. The DVD presents the findings from the  

investigations of a bleeding statue of Christ in Cochabamba,  
Bolivia and of a Eucharistic miracle in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
the later commissioned by Cardinal Bergoglio in 1999. This  
Cardinal is now known to the world as Pope Francis! 

SIGNS FROM GOD    
NEW DVD – JUST RELEASED!  

Bleeding Statue  Eucharistic Miracle  

Specialists in:
Parish and Organization Group Travel

400D Lake Street, A-1, Ramsey, New Jersey 07446
Telephone: 201-825-3725      Fax: 201-825-3727

E-mail: greatexinc@verizon.net

� e Following “Great Experiences” In Travel Are Available:
Destination 2014   Spiritual Director

Germany & Austria. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 12-21  . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Charles Perricone
Holy Land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23-Nov. 2 . . . . . . . . Fr. Benny Prado
Italy (Spanish)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 12-22 . . . . . . . . . . . Jose Planas
     (Venice, Padua, Florence, Assisi, Rome)
Santiago De Compostela 
& Fatima. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16-25  . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. John Gabriel  
                                                       2015
Holy Land & Rome  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 18-27  . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Gerald Hahn
Spain  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 12-24 . . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Bob Colaresi, O.Carm. 
Spain & Portugal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 4-14. . . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. James Manos
Holy Land. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 13-23 . . . . . . . . . . . . Msgr. William Benwell 
Italy (Florence,   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 16-24 . . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. James Brown
   Assisi & Rome)
Italy (Venice, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 12-22 . . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Brian Plate
   Padua, Verona, Bologna, Florence, Cinque Terre, Milan)
St. Teresa Of Avila. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 29-Nov.12  . . . . . . . . Daniel Chowning, O.C.D.
   In Spain  Steven Payne, O.C.D.
                    Patrick Mc Mahon, O.C.D.

http://www.www.visit
http://www.diometuchen.diometuchen.filled
http://www.diometuchen.org
http://diometuchen.org/critical-life
http://diometuchen.org/critical-life
http://diometuchen.org/critical-life
http://diometuchen.org/critical-life
mailto:amarshall@diometuchen.org
http://www.loyola.org
mailto:greatexinc@verizon.net
http://www.loveandmercy.org
mailto:amarshall@diometuchen.org
http://www.diometuchen.org
mailto:amarshall@diometuchen.org
http://www.diom
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We Accept

Subscribing
has never been easier.

Go to www.rcan.org
✓ click on Subscription 

Order Form

Only $23 a year.

973-497-4200

And N
ow

For S
ome

Good N
ews…

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
Oh most beautiful fl ower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of 
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show me that 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and 
Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to secure me 
in my necessity (make request). There are none that can withstand your 
power. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse 
to thee. I place this cause in your hands. Amen. Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days. Novena is published in gratitude. Thank you.

M.F.R.

PRAYER TO THE  HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, You who solve all problems, who light all roads so that I can 
attain my goals. You who give me the divine gift to forgive and forget all 
evil against me, and that in all instances of my life, You are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things and to confi rm once 
again, that I never want to be separated from You, even and in spite of 
all material illusion. I wish to be with You in eternal glory. Thank you for 
your mercy toward me and mine. Amen. Say this prayer for 3 consecutive 
days. Published in gratitude of grace attained and for many requests 
granted.

M.F.R.

Novenas

GREAT WORKER
Labor, Chores & Paint.

Reasonable.
Hackensack Area

Call Matt 
(201) 489-5684.

Services Offered

Help Wanted

SAINT PAUL’S OUTREACH—CATHOLIC FAITH ALIVE ON 
CAMPUS!—SEEKS A FULL-TIME DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR.
The New Jersey Development Director is responsible for raising the 
necessary funds for the New Jersey Mission Center of Saint Paul’s 
Outreach. The two main components of this are: major gift cultivation 
and solicitation, and planning and executing fundraising events and 
activities.This is a regular, full-time, exempt position. More information 
at: www.spoweb.org/other-career-opportunities

Anyone wishing to apply for the position can email Mark Archibald 
(marka@spoweb.org) with a cover letter and a resume.

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and 
all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members 
of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese. 
We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual 
misconduct to inform the archdiocese immediately so that we 
may take appropriate action to protect others and provide 
support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual 
misconduct may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of 
Child and Youth Protection at (201) 407-3256.

How to report abuse

HOUSEMOTHER POSITION- FT, LIVE-IN 
Several Source Shelters, is a Pro-Life, Christian based, registered 
501c (3) charity organization based in Northern New Jersey. For over 
30 years Several Sources has provided hope, assistance and shelter 
to pregnant teens/women, needy families and homeless women.

Ideal candidate must be PROLIFE, Christian to work as role 
model for pregnant/parenting women and their babies. Valid/clean 
driver’s license and HS graduate/some college pref’d. Generous 
salary, three weeks’ vacation (after one year) and holiday/
floaterdays-quarterly contribution to health insurance. Positions 
open immediately. Email-resume: sssvirginiam@gmail.com.

Healthcare

Looking for residential or assisted living homecare 
for your loved ones at low cost? Let us take the 
frustration out of fi nding the right person. 
We are just a phone call away. 
Call us at 908-851-2700 • Cell 973-229-6160 
Ask for Lu or Gina.
Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com

ACE HOME HEALTHCARE

Announcement

COURAGE
An archdiocesan 

sponsored spiritual 
support group for 

persons experiencing 
same-sex attractions 
who desire to lead a 
chaste life in accord 

with Catholic teaching 
on homosexuality.

For information, call 
(908) 272-2307

(All calls confidential)

S E N I O R  C A R E  A T  H O M E
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative 
to nursing homes or assisted living. Family Care 
Agency Inc. provides live-in CAREGIVERS, allowing 
the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, 
NJ, CT and LI since 2000, specializing in placing 
FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, housekeepers, and 
cooks.
All candidates are fl uent in English with great 
references for satisfaction guaranteed.
For our personalized placement services
C a l l  K a r e n  a t  ( 9 0 8 ) 3 7 7 - 9 3 7 5

Services Offered

Advertising
Editorial

Marketing &
Promotion

Fundraising} GrAPhic 
DEsiGn

CRCarolyn Marti
ns-reitz

M

201-246-9005

http://www.rcan.org
mailto:sssvirginiam@gmail.com
mailto:Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com
http://www.spoweb.org/other-career-opportunities
mailto:marka@spoweb.org


Special to September 10, 2014AdvocateThe Catholic

Q: Tell me a little about your 
background/experience working 
with Catholic schools?  

A: I have a life-long involvement 
in Catholic education. I am a grad-
uate of a Catholic grammar school. 
My sons have completed their ele-
mentary and secondary education 
in Catholic schools. I spent the last 
12 years working at Saint Michael 
School in Cranford. I worked pri-
marily as the computer teacher and 
spent three years as a middle school 
math teacher.

Q: What are some of your initial 
observations about the use of tech-
nology in our archdiocesan gram-
mar/high schools? 

A: Teachers are excited about 
bringing learning to their students in 
many different formats.  The access 
to technology varies by school. The 
Internet provides opportunities to 
learn via video, practicing lessons 
and communicate their ideas. There 
are many interactive whiteboards, 
iPads, Chromebooks, and computer 
labs for our students.

Q: What are some of the challeng-
es of incorporating technology in the 
classrooms? 

A: Some of the challenges relate 
to helping teachers understand how 
the equipment they have can en-
hance their lessons. One of the most 
important goals will be to provide 
teachers with clear examples of how 

technology is being used within the 
archdiocese so that they are able to 
have a vision of what is possible. 
Another challenge is cost. There are 
amazing pieces of software that are 
free for use in the classroom. I will 
be partnering with the computer 
teachers and technology educators at 
the elementary and high school lev-
els to help teachers understand the 
wide array of free technology avail-
able to benefi t their students.

Q: Have you been met with some 
resistance by less tech-savvy parents 
or teachers? Are there people who 
prefer a more “old-school” way of 
learning? How do you address their 
concerns?

A: The resistance that less 
tech-savvy teachers experience of-
tentimes is directly related to their 

Archdiocesan Catholic 
schools on the cutting 
edge of education

need to take small doable steps. I 
address their concerns by showing 
them a small idea that can be used 
in class. They incorporate the new 
experience for their students. When 
they see increased student learning, 
they are receptive to trying a new 
small step. The biggest concern that 
parents have is that they feel that 
their students already have enough 
screen time. I address that concern 
by opening a conversation about the 
need to practice communication and 
collaboration with the guidance of 

their teacher. As students grow into 
their life beyond high school, these 
skills will provide them with confi -
dence and fl exibility to excel in their 
chosen path.

Q: What are the latest products/
programs that prove to be most ef-
fective in the classroom?

A:  Products and programs are 
continuously changing. The ability 
to solve problems in groups through 
Google Apps for Education is one 
example of an effective product. 
Students can collaboratively write 
with a teacher’s guidance in editing. 
Instead of using PowerPoint to cre-
ate a solo presentation, a group of 
students can work together wheth-
er at school or at home. Websites, 
like Edmodo, provide students and 
teachers with a workspace online 
to share work. There is a renewed 
interest in providing students with 
knowledge of computer program-
ming. Last year the fi rst “Hour of 
Code” event was staged globally in 
December. Children from Kinder-
garten through high school partic-
ipated. There is a great excitement 
in learning how games are created. 

Ann Oro, the new director of K-12 Instructional Technol-
ogy for the Archdiocese of Newark, explains her role in 
incorporating technology into the modern classroom.

Ann OroAnn Oro

Students can collaboratively write 
with a teacher’s guidance in editing. 
Instead of using PowerPoint to cre-
ate a solo presentation, a group of 
students can work together wheth-
er at school or at home. Websites, 
like Edmodo, provide students and 
teachers with a workspace online 
to share work. There is a renewed 
interest in providing students with 
knowledge of computer program-
ming. Last year the fi rst “Hour of 
Code” event was staged globally in 
December. Children from Kinder-
garten through high school partic-
ipated. There is a great excitement 
in learning how games are created. 

continued on page 14
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Caldwell University celebrates 75th 
anniversary and homecoming

Union Catholic welcomes new faculty

Submitted photo
Artwork form Caldwell University students will be displayed from Sept. 12 through Oct. 10.

Submitted photo
Pictured from left to right are John Rotondo, Coleen Curry, Cheryl 
Rossi, Nancy Peralta, Kelly Kahney, and Ya Wen.

CALDWELL—Caldwell Uni-
versity is holding celebrations for its 
75th anniversary and homecoming 
weekend Sept. 18- 20. 

On Sept. 20, a homecoming 
carnival and barbecue will be held 
on the Newman Plaza from noon 
to 4 p.m. Festivities will include 
game booths, face painting, pump-
kin decorating, a teddy bear clinic, 
street performers, performances by 
student bands and organizations, a 
drum circle and more.

A 75th anniversary photography 
and print exhibit of materials related 
to the founding of Caldwell College 
for Women will be displayed in the 
Jennings Library on campus. The 
exhibit is co-sponsored by the uni-
versity’s library, the Caldwell Public 
Library, the Sisters of Saint Dominic 
Motherhouse archives and the New 
Jersey Catholic Heritage Commis-
sion. Several free, 30-minute faculty 
lectures will be presented throughout 
the weekend.

A “Faculty Favorites” concert 
will be held in the Alumni Theatre 
and is open to the public. This debut 
of the 2014-15 concert series will 
feature performances by university 
faculty and recent alumni. Gener-
al admission is $20; tickets are $15 
for seniors and students and $10 for 
alumni and friends. Caldwell Uni-
versity students attend free.

On Sept. 18 at 4 p.m., Father 
Paul Murray, O.P., a member of the 
Irish Dominican Province and pro-
fessor of spiritual theology at the 
Angelicum in Rome will present a 
lecture on his recent book, “Scars: 
Essays, Poems and Meditations 
on Affl iction.” He is president of 
the Spirituality Institute, serves as 
spiritual director at the Convitto In-
ternazionale San Tommaso, a pon-
tifi cal college for young diocesan 
priests from all over the world. A 
book signing will follow his presen-
tation in the Alumni Theatre lobby.

The university’s Department 
of Art will present the work of 
graduates from the last 20 years 
during its “Celebration of Alumni 
Art, 1994-2014” exhibition in the 
Visceglia Gallery. The goal of the 
event is to celebrate the remarkable 

creativity, innovation and dedi-
cation of the alumni over the last 
two decades. The diverse artistic 
work represents the efforts of 30 
alumni, part of a vibrant commu-
nity producing studio and design 
work in an exciting range of media. 
The show coincides with the insti-
tution’s newly granted status as a 
university.

The exhibition opens Sept. 12, 
and a reception will take place at 5 
p.m. on Sept. 20, in the Visceglia 
Gallery in the student center as part 
of the annual homecoming and fam-
ily weekend. The exhibition will run 
through Oct. 10.

The works are done in a variety 
of styles including abstraction, rep-
resentational, symbolic, psychoan-
alytic, non-objective and graphic 
design in media ranging from oils 

SCOTCH PLAINS—At the 
start of the 2014-2015 school year, 
Union Catholic High School wel-

and acrylic to large and small scale 
sculpture, mixed media, photogra-
phy and video.

“Every one of these artists has 
passed through my classroom,” 
Professor Kendall Baker said. “I 
think I can speak for all of the art 
department faculty when I say that 
it has been greatly rewarding after 
having encouraged their creative 
visions to see them developing their 
own styles and approaches as they 
continue their investigations.”

Caldwell launched the bachelor 
of fi ne arts degree in 1974, the fi rst 
in New Jersey. More than 75 stu-
dents are pursuing a major in art at 
the university. The gallery is open 
daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information about 
homecoming events, visit www.
caldwell.edu/homecoming. 

comed six new faculty and staff 
members. Coleen Curry is teaching 
U.S. history and religion, as well as 

Submitted photo

Submitted photo

serving as the moderator of campus 
ministry. She is “excited to meet 
the other teachers and learn from 
them.”

Kelly Kahney served as part-
time administrative assistant in 
Union Catholic’s main offi ce and is 
looking forward to “being a part of 
the Union Catholic community and 
working with such wonderful peo-
ple.” Nancy Peralta, who is in her 
11th season as freshman volleyball 
coach, has joined the faculty as a 
physical education/health/driver’s 
education teacher. Peralta appreci-
ates teaching at a Catholic because 
she believes that “a faith-based en-
vironment places a greater empha-
sis on values that create a lifelong, 
responsible person.” 

Cheryl Rossi, who teaches psy-
chology and English classes, echoes 
Peralta’s beliefs. “My faith is very 
important to me and guides my 
life and life choices. I believe that 
my values will be the basis for my 
teaching,” Rossi said. 

John Rotondo, Class of 2007, 
is the director of Union Catho-
lic’s fall plays, and teaches writing 
and Spanish classes while serving 
as a forensics coach. Rotondo is 
a screenwriter/playwright and is 
thrilled to be “coming back home to 
Union Catholic.” 

Ya Wen is the high school’s 
fi rst-ever ESL teacher. “People here 
are very friendly, easygoing and 
helpful,” she said. “You just feel 
comfortable in this community. 
Students and teachers are happy to 
study and work here.” For informa-
tion, visit unioncatholic.org. 

http://www.caldwell.edu/homecoming
http://www.caldwell.edu/homecoming
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Benedictine Academy 
celebrates centennial

LODI —Immaculate Conception 
High School, located at 258 South 
Main St., has planned a yearlong cele-
bration In honor of the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the school. The 
festivities began with Mass on Septem-
ber 5 at the Felician Sisters’ convent 
chapel.

Additional events will include 
“Reconnect and Renew: Reunion 
2015” that will feature the opening of 
a time capsule buried 50 years ago. 
Other alumni gatherings and an alumnae mission trip to Saint Croix with 
Immaculate Conception graduate Dr. Susan Diverio are in development. 

Next month, the school will host Mission and Heritage Week and 
lunch with the Felician Sisters on October 2. The 100th Anniversary 
Alumnae and Friends Memorial Mass will be held November 2 at 11 a.m. 
A Christmas homecoming celebration is planned for the holiday season, 
including a tree lighting and concert on December 7 at 3:30 pm. The year-
long celebration will culminate with a gala on October 22, 2015 at Il Villa-
gio’s in Carlstadt.   

Since 1915, Immaculate Conception High School has served young 
women from a variety of socio-economic, cultural, and religious back-
grounds who seek a challenging college-preparatory education in a Catho-
lic Christian Franciscan environment.

Constituents, neighbors and friends of Immaculate Conception are in-
vited to attend all the events.  For more information, including sponsorship 
opportunities, contact Nadine Mooers, director of institutional advance-
ment at (973) 472-7231.  Alumnae are encouraged to call or stop by the 
offi ce for a free 100th anniversary car magnet and/or lapel pin. 

Immaculate Conception announces 
events for 100th anniversary

ELIZABETH—Benedictine 
Academy, a Catholic college prepa-
ratory high school for young wom-
en, will kick off the celebration of its 
100th anniversary this month with 
several special events designed to 
encourage students, parents, alum-
nae and the community to partic-
ipate in honoring the academy’s 
important milestone.  

Events include the 9th annual 
golf outing at Maplewood Country 
Club on September 15, from 11 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. On September 21, Bishop 
Manuel A. Cruz will celebrate an 

opening Mass of Thanksgiving at 
Holy Spirit Parish, Union, at 2:30 
p.m. with a reception in Holy Spirit 
Parish Hall following  the liturgy. A 
centennial lecture featuring author 
and America editor-at-large Father 
James Martin, S.J., will be held Sep-
tember 24 at the Kean University 
STEM Building in Union at 7 p.m. 

Additional centennial celebra-
tion activities are planned for 2015 
with a grand fi nale gala dinner and 
auction to be held in April.  Infor-
mation and ticket information for all 
events is available at www.benedic-
tineacad.org or by calling 908-352-
0670 ext. 106.

“We are thrilled that we can cel-
ebrate 100 years of serving the com-
munity and helping young women 
advance in so many ways, and at the 
same time observe this momentous 
occasion in our history,” Academy 
President Sister Germaine Fritz, 
O.S.B., 1954 alumna, said. “Our 
mission is to provide college-prepa-
ratory education to young women of 
various ethnic, socio-economic and 
religious backgrounds.”

Submitted photos
In early July, cross-country athletes from Immaculate Heart Academy, Washington 
Township, and Bergen Catholic High School, Oradell, visited the Little Creek Naval Base in 
Virginia to train with the U.S. Navy SEAL and Special Warfare Combatant-Craft Crewmen 
scout team. While there, they completed the SEAL physical screening test, obstacle 
course, beach runs, dune runs and water training. The group of athletes worked on various 
life skills and focused on team building, leadership and communication.
The athletes were chaperoned by John Downey, the academy’s athletic director and 
cross-country coach; Jessica Bunone, assistant coach; Matt Joyce, the school’s track 
and cross country-coach; Paul McGinnis, Immaculate Heart’s social studies teacher; and 
Bergen Catholic track and assistant cross-country coaches Bill Magee and Bill Leonard.
Additionally, the group made a $500 donation to the UDT-SEAL Association, a non-profit 
Veterans Support Organization whose members are U.S. Navy personnel who have 
served, or are presently serving in the Naval Special Warfare community. Founded 
in 1960, Immaculate Heart Academy was the first regional high school for girls in the 
Archdiocese of Newark. For more information, visit www.immaculateheartnj.com. 

In early July, cross-country athletes from Immaculate Heart Academy, Washington 
Township, and Bergen Catholic High School, Oradell, visited the Little Creek Naval Base in 
Virginia to train with the U.S. Navy SEAL and Special Warfare Combatant-Craft Crewmen 
scout team. While there, they completed the SEAL physical screening test, obstacle 
course, beach runs, dune runs and water training. The group of athletes worked on various 
life skills and focused on team building, leadership and communication.
The athletes were chaperoned by John Downey, the academy’s athletic director and 
cross-country coach; Jessica Bunone, assistant coach; Matt Joyce, the school’s track 
and cross country-coach; Paul McGinnis, Immaculate Heart’s social studies teacher; and 
Bergen Catholic track and assistant cross-country coaches Bill Magee and Bill Leonard.
Additionally, the group made a $500 donation to the UDT-SEAL Association, a non-profit 
Veterans Support Organization whose members are U.S. Navy personnel who have 
served, or are presently serving in the Naval Special Warfare community. Founded 
in 1960, Immaculate Heart Academy was the first regional high school for girls in the 
Archdiocese of Newark. For more information, visit www.immaculateheartnj.com. 

Submitted photos

http://www.benedic-tineacad.org
http://www.benedic-tineacad.org
http://www.benedic-tineacad.org
http://www.immaculateheartnj.com
http://www.benedic
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Holy Angels teacher 
honored for service

DEMAREST—Academy of the 
Holy Angels teacher Laura Kraytem 
was named Educator of the Year by 
Operation Smile during the 24th An-
nual Operation Smile International 
Student Leadership Conference held 
this year in Limerick, Ireland. 

Operation Smile, which was 
co-founded by Kathleen S. Magee, 
alumna of Holy Angels, provides 
corrective surgeries at no cost to 
children all over the developing 
world who are born with cleft lip 
and other types of facial deformities. 
Since its foundation in 1982, Oper-
ation Smile volunteer professionals 
have treated over 222,000 patients, 
making it one of the most successful 
medical charities in the world. 

This year’s conference took 
place from July 13-20 at the Univer-
sity of Limerick and was attended 
by over 550 high school and college 
students from more than 20 coun-
tries and who participated in edu-
cational and leadership workshops 
designed to prepare them for their 

own volunteer missions. 
Immediately following her par-

ticipation at the conference, Kraytem 
traveled to Malawi where she spent 
two weeks at an Operation Smile 
mission working as a student spon-
sor and educator. She described her 
primary role there as educational. 
“So many children are burned by the 
fi res used to cook. We teach them 
what to do with a burn, and how to 
prevent them and what to do to treat 
dehydration. This kind of education 
is truly lifesaving. We touched over 
144 lives in two weeks,” she said.

Kraytem is the moderator of the 
academy’s Operation Smile Club 
which has more than 150 members, 
many of whom have traveled on 
mission trips around the world. Last 
year she served as a student spon-
sor on a mission to Jordan which 
inspired her to become even more 
involved.  

“I saw my students transformed 
on so many levels that I wanted 
to offer them more opportunities 

for involvement beyond their club 
meetings at school,” she explained.  
Kraytem began attending NJ Re-
gional Operation Smile meetings 
with her students and helped to orga-
nize the fi rst “Rock The Smile, Bat-
tle of the DJ’s” event in Newark. 

“I was touched by the award 
because it meant Operation Smile 
recognized my passion for support-
ing my students to do great things, 
Kraytem said. “I know that if I can 

lift their awareness level to action 
and tie action to moral responsibil-
ity the world will be a better place. 
This is the gift Academy of the Holy 
Angels gave to me and now I want 
to give to them.” 

Academy of the Holy Angels is 
located at 315 Hillside Ave., 
Demarest, and is an all-girl, Catholic 
college preparatory high school. 
For more information, visit 
www.holyangels.org. 

This summer, a group of students from Oratory 
Preparatory School, Summit, volunteered with the 
From Houses to Homes program in Guatemala. The 
students spent a week helping to build homes for 
a disadvantaged community in the highlands of the 
Central American country. From Houses to Homes 
aims to strengthen the community by building lasting, 
healthy homes, improving access to health care and 
education and inspiring participation between the poor 
and society. Andrew and Patrick Budisak, left, are pic-
tured with a child who will live in a newly constructed 
home. Oratory Prep is a Catholic boys’ school of 320 
young men from grades 7-12. For more information, 
visit www.oratoryprep.org.  

Submitted photo
Laura Kraytem, right, is pictured with academy senior Ruby Kang 
who also attended the conference in Ireland. Kang will serve as the 
club’s vice president and will participate in a mission trip to Vietnam 
this coming year.

Submitted photo

Submitted photos

http://www.holyangels.org
http://www.oratoryprep.org
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Aquinas Academy debuts new technology upgrade
LIVINGSTON— At Aquinas 

Academy, 388 South Livingston 
Ave., students from  grades four 
through eight will take part in the in-
augural year of Aquinas Academy’s 
Chromebook 1:1 Initiative.  

The initiative began with an 
in-depth analysis of the school’s 
existing computer network and its 
limitations. Sister Lena Picillo, O.P., 
academy principal, has made the 
school’s technology resources and 
STEM curriculum priorities for de-
velopment. In past years, iPads were 
placed in every classroom along 
with SMART Boards and laptops.

“None of these updates could 
have happened without our pastor, 
Rev. Msgr. Tom Nydegger,” Sr. 
Lena said. “He allowed us to install 
new switchboxes, access points, and 
other necessary items to make this 
updated network handle the increase 
in wireless technology we will expe-
rience with all fourth through eighth 
graders using their Chromebooks 
every day. I don’t pretend to under-

1952 with the cooperation of the Sis-
ters of Saint Dominic of Caldwell, 
educates 250 children under the aus-
pices of Saint Philomena parish in 
Livingston. The Middle States-ac-
credited Blue Ribbon school is 

stand it all, but I’m thrilled.”
Assistant Principal Maureen 

Wehrfritz researched a number of 
products and chose the Chromebook 
because it matched the teachers’ 
needs at an affordable price. Each 
Chromebook is approximately $235.
There is also an educational man-
agement system installed on each 
laptop, allowing teachers to manage 
and interact with the students in 
classroom technologically.

Teachers have had the sum-
mer to become familiar with their 
Chromebooks and plan for how they 
will incorporate the new technology 
into the curriculum. 

“The Chromebooks will allow 
our students to become even more 
active learners than they already 
were,” Sr. Lena explained. “We will 
be able to teach 21st Century skills 
on a one to one basis and custom-
ize learning as needed for individual 
students. Student engagement is crit-
ical to academic achievement.”

Aquinas Academy, founded in 

committed to graduating children 
who will be leaders and role models 
for their generation, spreading the 
message, “Be a Peaceful Presence.” 
For more information, visit www.
aquinasacademynj.org. 

To help prepare students for the new 
school year, the Archdiocesan Office 
of Development and Stewardship 
collected school supplies that 
were donated to Saint Augustine 
School, Union City; Sacred Heart 
School Jersey City; Our Lady Help 
of Christians School, East Orange; 
and Good Shepherd Academy, 
Irvington. Georgina Greck, donor 
service representative in the Office 
of Development, delivered the items 
to local schools. “Having the privi-

lege to deliver the school supplies to our Catholic grammar schools was a humbling experience,” 
she recalled. “Seeing the excitement and joy in the teachers’ faces as they opened the boxes was 
a very special moment for me.” Photo at left: Janice Britt and Antonio Matias of Our Lady Help of 
Christians. Photo Above: Sacred Heart School’s Advancement Director Rosemary Sekel; student 
Reasha Nair; recent graduate Karissa Gabot; and Vice Principal Elvira Gabot. 

Submitted photo
Christopher Lynum, incoming 5th grader at Aquinas Academy, works 
on his new Chromebook.

Submitted photo

To help prepare students for the new 
school year, the Archdiocesan Office 
of Development and Stewardship 
collected school supplies that 
were donated to Saint Augustine 

of Christians School, East Orange; 
and Good Shepherd Academy, 

service representative in the Office 
of Development, delivered the items 
to local schools. “Having the privi-

lege to deliver the school supplies to our Catholic grammar schools was a humbling experience,” 

Submitted photos

http://www.aquinasacademynj.org
http://www.aquinasacademynj.org
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Newark as it has been elsewhere.  
Dames was formerly the Superin-
tendent of Schools in the Bridge-
port Diocese when the program was 
launched there in 2010, and she 
saw fi rst-hand how it revitalized the 
schools in the diocese.

There will be some upcoming 
meetings this fall in New York City 
to discuss procedure for garner-
ing records, as well as the best way 
to contact alumni. One of the key 
components is up-to-date Web-sites 
that are fully integrated with social 
media, in particular Facebook and 
Twitter. 

The Schools Offi ce staff is excit-
ed, and can’t wait to dive in to this 
new initiative. 

Laura Cristiano is Director of 
Marketing for Schools in the Archdi-
ocese of Newark.

By Laura Cristiano
Special to The Catholic Advocate

Cutting edge

Alumni program launched to revitalize local schools

One of the new and ex-
citing programs that 
is being undertaken 
by the Schools Offi ce 
this year is joining the 

Catholic Alumni Partnership, or as 
it is commonly called, C.A.P. This 
program is designed to put Catholic 
elementary schools back in touch 
with their alumni, many of whom 
they lost track of decades ago.

The program was founded by a 
retired hedge fund multimillionaire, 
Robert W. Wilson, and his phil-
anthropic foundation The Wilson 
Trust. Wilson, though he was not a 

man of faith, realized that the most 
dedicated, resourceful and trust-
worthy employees in his company 
all had one thing in common: they 
were graduates of Catholic schools.  
For that reason, he generously gave 
to the Archdiocese of New York’s 
scholarship funds. 

In 2010 Wilson decided to go 
a step further. He developed a pro-
gram, which later became C.A.P, 
where he funded the research of 
Catholic school alumni in fi ve di-
oceses in the tri-state area.  For his 
spokesperson he picked talk show 
host Regis Philbin, who is a proud 
graduate of both Catholic elemen-
tary and high school. They took to 
the airwaves to let graduates know 

Laura Cristiano

their elementary schools wanted to 
fi nd them, and needed their fi nancial 
support.

Volunteers combed through old 
school records, many recorded on 
dusty cards in school basements, to 
gather the last known names and ad-
dresses of graduates. Through mod-
ern technology, there are companies 
that can fi nd, with a good degree of 
accuracy, where these people are to-
day, even if their names are different 
or if they are living in another state. 

The results of the program were 
nothing short of miraculous. Alumni 
felt very attached to their Catholic 
elementary schools. They realized 
that the foundations that they had 
for their success in life was due to 
the values, work ethic and educa-
tion instilled in them in our Catholic 
schools. They were put in touch with 
their schools via alumni newsletters, 
and gave generously during an an-
nual appeal. 

When these newly found alumni 
were asked why they had never giv-
en back to their alma maters before, 
the answer was surprisingly simple. 
In short, their schools had just never 
asked.

Now in 2014, the Archdiocese 
of Newark is entering the next co-
hort of the alumni program. Even 
though Wilson passed away this past 
December, his charitable trust lives 
on, and is going to partly fund the 
program in the Archdiocese of New-
ark. It is the hope of Dr. Margaret 
Dames, Superintendent of Schools, 
that the program is as successful in 

A: I believe that the “modern 
classroom” will begin to look more 
personalized. Students will be able 
to pick up a pencil, an iPad, a piece 
of paper, or a Chromebook depend-
ing upon what tool will help them 
learn best. I look forward to seeing 
the creative audio and video that 
students can produce to help them-
selves and others in the classroom 
learn. The modern classroom pro-
vides students with an opportunity 
to use online spaces to share the 
results of their work so that their 
families around the world can share 
their learning. Technology tools 
will continue to allow all students 
to solve problems and share their 
work with the world so that others 
can benefi t from and build on their 
knowledge.

Many children took these lessons to 
heart and have continued the tutori-
als. Some teachers are working with 
their students in a blended learning 
environment where teacher instruc-
tion is paired with practice in an on-
line environment. Other teachers are 
investing a “fl ipped classroom” in 
which students view short videos in 
the classroom or at home to under-
stand a basic concept so that there 
is more time for learning through 
projects that are based on those in-
troductory ideas.

Q: What do you think the “mod-
ern classroom” will look like in the 
next few years?

continued from page 9
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WHERE CAN 

 AOSE    
 TAKE YOU?

2 Convent Road • Convent Station, NJ 07961 • 973.290.5225 • aosenj.org

AOSE FALL 2014 OPEN HOUSES
Sunday, October 5, 1-3 pm • Thursday, November 6, 7-9 pm

The Academy of Saint Elizabeth helps to take  
you today — where you want to be tomorrow.
The first time you walk onto our college-like 200 acre campus, you’ll 
feel right at home. We’ve always been committed to treating you like 
family for more than 150 years. With an average class size of 14 and a 
1:8 faculty/student ratio, you get the attention and guidance necessary 
to learn and grow academically, spiritually, and socially. 

In the Roman Catholic tradition, we encourage every student to become 
an active participant in her own education. Our faculty fosters individual 
achievement and self-confidence in order to develop assured students 
— from the day you begin to the day you graduate. Our above average 
SAT and AP scores and our countless successful alumnae show how  
far an AOSE education can take you. Want to learn more and see  
how we can help you reach your goals? Please visit us at one of our  
open houses this fall:

Saint Mary High School
Your Small, Personal, Catholic Choice

OPEN HOUSE

64 Chestnut St. Rutherford, NJ 07070
(201) 933-5220

www.stmaryhs.org

Challenging, College Preparatory Academics
Championship Athletics
Extra-Curricular Clubs and Activities
Scholarships and Financial Aid Available
Conveniently located near public transportation

Sunday, September 28th
1:00PM - 3:00PM

http://www.stmaryhs.org
http://aosenj.org
http://www.stbacademy.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Bartholomew-Academy/182040011807579
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Proud To Be A Felician Sponsored 
Ministry For 100 Years: 1915 to 2015

8 4

46

OPEN HOUSE
Wed. October 8 th • 7pm 

1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • 908-889-1600, Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

http://www.unioncatholic.org
http://www.ichslodi.org
mailto:ssimon@ichslodi.org


17September 10, 2014 BACK TO SCHOOL

Abundant 
Blessings 
Upon 

Mary Jo Armen, 
Sr. Georgette and 
All our Catechists.

St. Mary, Closter
Zolnier Graduate Supply LLC

1-800-303-8548
www.zolniergraduatesupply.com

Purchase your class rings, cap & 
gowns, diploma covers wholesale & 

keep the pro� ts for your school.

WELCOME BACK 
TO SCHOOL!

Graduation Supplies 
at Factory Direct 

Prices.

St. Anthony of Padua
Silver Lake-Belleville

 Congratulates and gives thanks 
to God for the gift of our

Religious Education Volunteers 
under the direction of

Sr. Clare Ricciardelli, MPF
BE STRONG. BE PROUD. BE A LION.  WWW.ROSELLECATHOLIC.ORG

ROSELLE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

GREAT STUDENTS
GOING PLACES

JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 28, 2014, 1:00PM or at

Information Night, TUESDAY, OCT. 7, 2014, 7:00PM

AP OFFERINGS  • 100% COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE   
SAT PREP COURSE  • COLLEGE CREDIT IN 11 COURSES

BOYS’ & GIRLS’ ATHLETICS  • RC HEALTHPRO
DIGITAL PUBLICATION PROGRAM  • RC BUSINESS SEMINAR

Do you want to make front page news? 2014 graduate Ivetty did by being accepted into six Ivy League  
colleges as a result of her hard work and growth mindset. Ivetty’s story is inspiring and a true  
testament to the potential of a Holy Angels student. Through commitment and determination,  
she pushed herself to attain high honors level, and eventually earned a seat in five AP courses  
by her senior year. A member of five honor societies, Ivetty also participated in Holy  
Angels’ Middle College Program, earning additional college credit at AHA that she  
will take with her to Yale this fall. Her love of learning and sheer resilience will serve  
her well as she plans to double major in Pre-law studies and Chemistry, and hopes  
to tie these diverse fields into one career. Come and experience the AHA difference  
like Ivetty did, and make your own headlines!

 ANGELS FLY
 HIGHER

Academy of the Holy Angels All-Girls High School
315 Hillside Avenue, Demarest NJ 07627 • phone 201.768.7161

SponSored by  the  School SiSterS of  notre dame

Check out 
our new 
website!

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, October 5th, 11am
www.holyangels.org

AHA608_Ad CathAdv OH14.indd   1 9/2/14   2:58 PM

http://www.zolniergraduatesupply.com
http://www.holyangels.org
http://www.rosellecatholic.org
http://WWW.ROSELLECATHOLIC.ORG


The Open Houses that Open Doors.

The Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.The Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.

 

• 100% Graduation rate.
• 100% Middle States Accredited
• 97% of seniors attend college
• Over 300 million in scholarship money 
  earned by the class of 2014

The Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.The Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.

Bergen County
open House Schedule 2014-2015

Academy of the Holy Angels    5 October
holyangels.org    3 November
  22 April

Immaculate Conception High School  28 September
ichslodi.com   26 October
  29 April

Saint Joseph Regional High School  28 September
saintjosephregional.org     5 November

Queen of Peace High School  28 September
qphs.org   19 October
    3 November

Bergen Catholic High School    2 October
bergencatholic.org   30 October
  26 March

Paramus Catholic Regional High School    5 October
paramuscatholic.org   15 October
  21 January

Don Bosco Preparatory High School   30 September
donboscoprep.com     2 November
  21 April
  

Saint Mary High School  28 September
stmaryhs.org   28 October

Immaculate Heart Academy  19 October
immaculateheartnj.com    5 November

See our schools College Fair Style 
at High School EXPO

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm in all locations

September 29
Archdiocesan Center

171 Clifton Avenue, Newark

September 30 
St. Aeden’s Gym 

800 Bergen Avenue, Jersey City

October 1
Visitation Academy

222 Farview Avenue, Paramus

October 2
St. Genevieve

209 Princeton Road, Elizabeth

Hudson County
open House Schedule 2014-2015

Marist High School    5 October
marist.org  21 October
    8 January
     7 May

Hudson Catholic Regional High School  19 October
hudsoncatholic.org  29 October
  29 March

Saint Anthony High School  28 September
stanthonyhighschool.org    7 October 
  27 January

Saint Dominic Academy   5 October
stdominicacad.com   9 October
   5 May

Saint Peter’s Preparatory School   5 October
stpetersprep.org   3 May

www.catholicschoolsnj.org 
call (973) 497-4258

FOR MORE INFORMATION

 Catholic High Schools: Where  Faith & Knowledge Meet

http://www.catholicschoolsnj.org
http://holyangels.org
http://ichslodi.com
http://saintjosephregional.org
http://qphs.org
http://bergencatholic.org
http://paramuscatholic.org
http://donboscoprep.com
http://stmaryhs.org
http://immaculateheartnj.com
http://marist.org
http://hudsoncatholic.org
http://stanthonyhighschool.org
http://stdominicad.com
http://stpetersprep.org


The Open Houses that Open Doors.

 

• 100% Graduation rate.
• 100% Middle States Accredited
• 97% of seniors attend college
• Over 300 million in scholarship money 
  earned by the class of 2014

union County
open House Schedule 2014-2015

Mother Seton Regional High School   1 October
motherseton.org   3 November
 27 January
 16 April

Benedictine Academy 21 October 
benedictineacad.org   5 November
   8 January

Saint Mary of the Assumption High School 14 October
stmaryassumptionhs.org 26 October

Roselle Catholic Regional High School 28 September
rosellecatholic.org   7 October
 25 January

Union Catholic Regional High School   8 October
unioncatholic.org 22 April

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child   4 October
oakknoll.org 15 November
 10 December

Oratory Preparatory School   5 October
oratoryprep.org 23 October

Essex County
open House Schedule 2014-2015

Mount Saint Dominic Academy 21  September
msdacademy.org 19 October
 29 April

Immaculate Conception High School 14 September
ichspride.com    5 October
 26 October
 11 January
 26 April

Christ the King Preparatory School 21 September
ctkprep.org    5 October
   2 November
 19 April

Saint Benedict’s Preparatory School  18 October
sbp.org   15 November
 13 December

Saint Vincent Academy   8 October
svanewark.org 21 October
 
Seton Hall Preparatory School 19 October
shp.org

Lacordaire Academy 29 September
lacordaire.net 26 October
 29 January

 Catholic High Schools: Where  Faith & Knowledge Meet
Catholic High School

Admissions Exam (COOP)
for students entering high school Sept 2015

Friday, 7 November 2014www.coopexam.orgREGISTER TODAY!

http://www.coopexam.org
http://www.coopexam.org
http://www.coopexam.org
http://motherseton.org
http://benedictineacad.org
http://stmaryassumptionhs.org
http://rosellecatholic.org
http://unioncatholic.org
http://oakknoll.org
http://oratoryprep.org
http://msdacademy.org
http://ichspride.com
http://ctkprep.org
http://sbp.org
http://svanewark.org
http://shp.org
http://lacordaire.net
http://www.coopexam.org
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Welcome Back to School!

525 East Main Street, Chester, NJ 07930
Tel.: (973) 598-0005 • Fax: (973) 598-0007

www.maschiofood.com

What’s so special 
about these numbers? 

Look again.
Numbers  such as 100% of graduates attending college, 
earning almost eight million dollars in scholarships — 
nearly doubling last year’s total. Or numbers like an SAT 
Mean of 1818 this year, and an average SAT score over 1800 
over the last four years. How about an ACT Mean Composite 
of 27, when the national average is 21. 
And then there’s 325—our student body for this school 
year—which marks the fourth consecutive year of record 
enrollment at OP. As we continue to grow, we are committed 
to keeping our class sizes small, so our average class size of 
14 is also an important number for us, as is our 1:8  faculty/
student ratio, with classes capped  at 22 students. It’s these 
numbers that enable us to develop young men of faith, 
intellect, and character. Our students, from seven counties 
and 75 sending districts, learn and grow through an 
exceptional college preparatory program, a wide array of 
sports and activities, and meaningful service opportunities, 
all rooted in the Roman Catholic tradition. 

And while every number is special at Oratory, 
every student is even more so.

 For more information,call 908-273-5771, ext 1, email 
admissions@oratoryprep.org, or visit us at oratoryprep.org

 Fall 2014 Open House Schedule

 Sunday, October 5 • 1-3 p.m.
Thursday, October 23 • 6:45 - 8:15 p.m.

OP NJ Catholic 3.875x10.25.indd   1 7/21/14   12:18 PM

Preparing Young Women for College and for Life 

 

• 100% on-time graduation  • 100% college acceptance
• $10 million+ merit-based grants and scholarships – Class of 2014

Open HOuse Dates
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 

Tuesday, October 21, 2014

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

228 W. Market St. • Newark, NJ 07103
973-622-1613

Preparing Young Women for College and for Life

Saint Vincent academy

Notre Dame 
Church

North Caldwell

Welcome Back to School!

http://www.maschiofood.com
mailto:admissions@oratoryprep.org
http://oratoryprep.org
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IC is still 
accepting 
students.

Apply now!

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
HIGH SCHOOL

33 Cottage Place-Montclair, NJ 07042
“The Choice for Courage, Compassion and College”

WWW.ICHSPRIDE.ORG

OPEN HOUSES
  Sunday, September 14, 2014 1pm-3pm
  Sunday, October 5, 2014 1pm-3pm
  Sunday, October 26, 2014 1pm-3pm
To RSVP, contact the Admissions Office 

at (973) 744-7445, Ext. 24

MOTHER SETON 
REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
A Catholic, College Prep school for young women

How many miles are you 
from GSP Exit 135?

……that’s how CLOSE you 
are to Mother Seton RHS!

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, October 1st   •  7:00 PM

732-382-1952  •  www.motherseton.org
1 Valley Road, Clark, NJ 07066

 

 

A 2013  
National  

Blue Ribbon  
School of  

Excellence 

  Aquinas Academy  
PreK-3 to Grade 8            

388 S. Livingston Avenue, Livingston 
www.aquinasacademynj.org            

 

 

Upcoming 
Open Houses 

 

October 20th 
November 17th 

 

9:00am - 11:00am        
6:00pm - 7:30pm 

    Main: (973) 992-1587                               Preschool: (973) 992-5181 

New for 2014 - 2015: 

Chromebook 1:1 Initiative for Grades 4 through 8 

http://www.motherseton.org
http://www.aquinasacademynj.org
http://www.ichspride.org
http://www.ihanj.com
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Visit an Open House on: Sun., Oct. 19 at 1:00 pm
Sat., Nov. 5 at 6:30 pm; or Thurs., Jan. 8, 2015 at 6:30 pm

www.benedictineacad.org or call Ms. Branco, 
Admissions, 908-352-0670 x 104 for an appointment

Benedictine Academy
Educating and Empowering
Young Women for 100 Years

  • Faith and values-based college prep
  • 21st Century learning environment
  • Grads accepted to Notre Dame, Princeton, Duke, NYU, RPI and more
  • Rigorous academics, sports, clubs and service opportunities
  • FREE laptop for every student
  • Academic scholarships and tuition assistance
  • 4 National Jefferson Awards for Public Service

840 North Broad Street 
Elizabeth, NJ  07208

ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION HIGH SCHOOL
237 SOUTH BROAD STREET

ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07202

PROUD OF OUR PAST — FOCUSED ON OUR FUTURE

JOIN US FOR OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, September 27, 2014 - 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 14, 2014 - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 26, 2014 - 2:00 p.m.

•  Faith-based, safe and nurturing environment
•  College prep curriculum 
•  individualized college guidance, canticle chorus and 

community internships
•  Students accepted to Villanova university, Fairleigh 

Dickinson university, Princeton university, Johnson 
and Wales university, Penn State university, Rutgers 
university, St. John’s university, Seton Hall university, 
Th e Cleveland institute of Art

•  Scholarships and fi nancial aid available

To register for an Open House, 
please call St. Mary’s main offi ce at 908-352-4350

St. Peter’s University � ghts hunger with Campus Kitchen
JERSEY CITY— Saint Peter’s 

University will celebrate the opening 
of the university’s Campus Kitchen 
on Sept. 11, the national day of ser-
vice, in the convent at St. Aedan’s: 
The Saint Peter’s University Church.

Campus Kitchen is a student-led 
community service project that pro-
vides free, healthy meals to local 
residents by using donated food that 
would otherwise go to waste. With 
the launch of the program, Campus 
Kitchen at Saint Peter’s will provide 

nutritious meals for Jersey City resi-
dents in need. 

This new program was made 
possible through collaboration with 
the Campus Kitchens Project, a na-
tional organization that empowers 
student volunteers to fi ght hunger 
in their community; Sodexo, Saint 
Peter’s campus dining provider; 
Sodexo Foundation, which provid-
ed a $5,000 grant; and Rebuilding 
Together, a national non-profi t orga-
nization, which provided assistance 

with the renovations for the space.
“The Campus Kitchen at Saint 

Peter’s has been a vision for the Uni-
versity community for a number of 
years and we are extremely pleased 
that is now becoming a reality,” 
Erich Sekel, associate director of 
campus ministry, said. “Our students 
realize the need in our greater com-
munity and have expressed frustra-
tion with the amount of food waste 
they witness. We have been blessed 
to have students in the driver’s seat 
when it comes to this initiative. 
Feeding the hungry is one of the pri-
mary Corporal Works of Mercy and 

Photo by the Campus Kitchen Project
Volunteers prepared meals of donated food for the needy at the 
Campus Kitchen at Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA.

Photo by the Campus Kitchen Project

College of Saint Elizabeth to host open house
MORRISTOWN—The College of Saint Elizabeth is hosting a cam-

pus-wide open house on Sunday, Oct. 5, for students of all ages and academ-
ic interests. To discover more about the college’s undergraduate, graduate 
and doctoral programs, sessions will be held in the Annunciation Center. 

From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., visitors interested in the Women’s College under-
graduate programs will have the opportunity to meet admissions counselors; 
learn about academic and extracurricular opportunities; listen to a panel of 
current students; meet faculty and student life staff; take a campus tour and 
attend a fi nancial aid workshop.

Co-ed adult undergraduate, graduate and doctoral programs are the focus 
of a 10 a.m. to noon session.  Attendees will learn about adult continuing 
studies programs, as well as the 10 master’s and two doctoral programs. Rep-
resentatives from admissions, individual academic programs and fi nancial 
aid will be available.

To register, visit www.cse.edu/visit or call 1-800-210-7900.

we are eager to continue our work 
in this area with such a unique and 
important program.”

Restaurants and supermarkets 
often unnecessarily dispose of food 
—a leading contributor to why 40 
percent of food grown in the Unit-
ed States is never eaten. Campus 
Kitchen will enable the students to 
reclaim this food and package it into 
individual meals to be delivered to 
the homeless, the elderly, families 
and children. There are currently 38 
schools in the country with a Cam-
pus Kitchen and only one in New 
Jersey, located in Atlantic City. 

http://www.benedictineacad.org
http://www.cse.edu/visit


Bishop da Cunha refl ects on the 
‘joy of being a priest’

F or Most Reverend Edgar 
Moreira da Cunha, S.D.V., 
an unassuming “farm boy” 
from rural Bahia, Brazil, 
becoming a bishop was 

never the path he envisioned.  “I just 
wanted to be a priest,” he recalled. 

Now bishop-elect of the Diocese 
of Fall River, MA, his journey will 
take him from the sprawling, bus-
tling Archdiocese of Newark with 
over 1 million Catholics to a diocese 
with more than 300,000 faithful.  
“Where the Church needs me, where 
the Lord needs me- that is where I 
will go and do my best,” he said.

Appointed the eighth bishop 
of Fall River on July 3 by Pope 
Francis, Bishop da Cunha will be 
installed at a Mass Sept. 24 at the 
Cathedral of Saint Mary of the As-
sumption in southeastern Massa-
chusetts. 

The weeks prior to the big event 
have been busy. New portraits have 
been taken, an updated coat of arms 
has been commissioned and inter-
views with local news media have 
been scheduled. Amid the buzzing 
atmosphere, Bishop da Cunha re-
mains grounded and intends to share 
his “gifts and joy” with the people of 
his new diocese.

“I hope that I will encourage 
their faith and participation in the 
Church,” Bishop da Cunha ex-
plained. “I want to bring the best out 
of them, too; to bring their gifts and 
their talents to build up a community 
of faith.”

Leaving the Archdiocese of 
Newark after more than 30 years 
will be bittersweet for the former 
auxiliary bishop. “I’m going to take 
with me the memories of so many 
friends I have made in this archdi-
ocese,” he recalled.  “I will miss so 
many faithful and dedicated people 
that I have met. I’ll remember the 
celebrations at so many parishes in 
the archdiocese; just the goodness of 
the people in general.”

Bishop da Cunha’s faithful min-
istry began back home in Brazil as 

one of 12 brothers and sisters. “We 
are all a product of our environment 
in some ways. The family that you 
are a part of infl uences the rest of 
your life,” he refl ected. “I had a very 
large family but a very loving and 
united family. We are still, to this 
day, very close. The faith of my par-
ents was very important in my life 
as well as the infl uence of the priests 
and Vocationist community.”

He attended local schools in 
Nova Fatima, Bahia, including the 
minor seminary (or Vocationary) of 
the Vocationist Fathers in Riachao 
do Jacuipe.  There he joined the 
Vocationist Fathers, also known as 
the Society of Divine Vocations and 
studied philosophy at Universidade 
Catolica do Salvador, Bahia.

The Vocationist priests were a 
very important part of Bishop da 
Cunha’s spiritual development.  “I 
was baptized by Vocationists. From 
the time I was born and in my par-
ish, all I knew were the Vocationists. 
They awakened the idea of vocation 
within me,” he said.

While studying at Immaculate 
Conception Seminary, then located 
at Darlington in Mahwah, he resid-
ed there Mondays through Fridays 
and stayed with the Vocationist 
community at Saint Michael Parish, 
Newark, on weekends. He graduated 
from Immaculate Conception with a 
Master of Divinity degree and was 
ordained to the priesthood at Saint 
Michael Parish on March 27, 1982. 
Following his ordination he served 
as a parochial vicar of the parish and 
as director of vocations for his con-
gregation.

A year later, he was transferred 
to Saint Nicholas in Palisades Park 
to serve as parochial vicar and vice 
superior of the local community. In 
1987, then just 33 years old, he was 
appointed pastor of the parish staffed 
by Vocationist.

“It was a big surprise to be ap-
pointed pastor of Saint Nicholas 
Parish because the former pastor 
died suddenly. I was not prepared or 
planning to be a pastor at that time,” 
Bishop da Cunha recalled.  Prior 

By Melissa McNally
Editor of The Catholic Advocate

Special to

continued on page 27



24 September 10, 2014Best Wishes Bishop da Cunha

Coat of Arms
The Most Reverend Edgar Moreira da Cunha, S.V.D., D.D.

Bishop of Fall River

The shield is complemented by the episcopal hat 
and cross with the scroll bearing the motto. The 
clerical hat, a gallero, was once the ordinary headgear 
of clerics. The color for bishops is green with six 
tassels on each side. The cross behind the shield is a 
processional cross usually carried before the bishop 
in church.

The top part of the shield represents the Society of Divine Vocations, the 
religious order to which Bishop da Cunha belongs. Founded in Italy in 1920 
by Blessed Father Justin Russolilio, the order began ministry in Bahia, Brazil 

in 1950. The circle represents the world and the triangle represents the 
Trinity; they are interlaced, which signifies the Vocationist mission 

to bring the world to God and God to the world. The 
colors, silver and gold, were chosen to represent 

the precious nature of the Christian vocation. 
The symbol is placed on a blue field, which 

is the color of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a 
reminder that Bishop da Cunha’s 

vocation began with his baptism in 
Immaculate Conception Church 
in Gaviao, Bahia; that he studied 

for the priesthood at Immaculate 
Conception Seminary, and that 

he spent his years of ministry as 
priest and bishop in the Archdi-

ocese of Newark, which is under 
the patronage of the Immaculate 

Conception.. 

The Fall River arms are silver 
with a blue wavy line, which rep-
resents water and alludes to the 
name of the diocese. The arms 
are dominated by a red cross 
which symbolizes redemption. 
In the center of the cross is a 
six pointed star, a symbol of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary who is 
called the “Morning Star” in the 
Litany of Loreto and in honor of 
whose Assumption the cathedral 
is dedicated. The arms represent 
the graces which flow from the 
Church into the lives of the 
people of the Diocese.

The personal side of his 
shield represents influences 
that have shaped the bishop’s 
life and ministry. The bot-
tom represents Bishop da 
Cunha’s birthplace in Brazil, 
where he received his first 
formation in the faith from 
his family and through the 
sacraments of the Church. 
The colors of Brazil’s flag 
are green and yellow with 
a globe with a banner 
inscribed Ordem e Progresso 
(Order and Progress). The 
phrase is not repeated in 
the arms but the represen-

tation alludes to them. The 
green of the flag is represent-

ed by the indented green line which also refers to the motto 
of the bishop’s home state of Bahia, Per Ardua Surgo (By Work 
Grow).  The indentations resemble steps which remind us 
that growth in the Christian life is sometimes accomplished by 
enduring difficulties.

Bishop da Cunha has chosen as his motto Suffict tibi gratia mea (my 
grace is enough for you) which is taken from Saint Paul’s Second Let-
ter to the Corinthians (12:9). These words remind Bishop da Cunha 
that God’s grace will see him through the challenges that all Chris-
tians face in the modern world, especially as he begins his ministry as 
the chief shepherd of the Church of Fall River.

A s a diocesan bishop, Bishop da Cunha joins his personal coat of arms to 
those of the Diocese of Fall River on the right half of the shield (the left 
side as seen by the viewer —directions in heraldry are made from the 
perspective of the shield carrier, from the back). 

By Very Rev. Michael M. Walters, JCL, V.F.   
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Archbishop John J. Myers

For some 36 years, Bishop da Cunha has been an integral part of the life 
of the Local Church of Newark—fi rst as a seminarian of the Vocationist 

Community studying for priesthood at Immaculate Conception Seminary, 
then as a Vocationist Priest and Pastor ministering in several Newark par-
ishes, and ultimately, as a brother Bishop assisting me in ministering to all 
of the people of the Newark Archdiocese.  

From my fi rst meeting with him in 2001 shortly after I arrived in New-
ark as Archbishop, when he was pastor of St. Michael’s, just east of the 
Cathedral Basilica, I saw the heart of a pastor. That quality led me to ask 
then Pope, now Saint, John Paul II to appoint him as Auxiliary Bishop in 
2003.  Bishop da Cunha has continued to share that heart with the peo-
ple of the Archdiocese of Newark throughout his episcopal ministry and 
leadership of our Evangelization and New Energies Parish initiatives, and 
most recently as Vicar General. He knows the people of God, knows the 
depth of their faith, and he knows the challenges of serving and leading in 
a Church with many cultural and ethnic traditions.

Most Reverend John W. Flesey
I would describe Bishop da Cunha as intelligent, compassionate, and hard 

working. The bishop is a talented linguist. He has an excellent sense of 
humor and a joyful heart rooted in the Good News of our salvation in Je-
sus Christ. I will miss him as a colleague and a friend, but I am delight-
ed that the people of the Diocese of Fall River will be led by such a good 
shepherd. 

Most Reverend Thomas A. Donato
The news of Bishop da Cunha’s appointment to Falls River Diocese is a reason to 

celebrate.  I am happy that Pope Francis recognized the abilities of such a great priest.  
During all his years working within the Archdiocese he has proven himself to be a Minis-
ter of God, working for God’s people.  In any position that he has fi lled as priest, pastor, 
Auxiliary Bishop, and as Vicar General, he has won the esteem of priests, religious and 
laity.  I pray God’s blessings of wisdom and courage for Bishop da Cunha as he under-
takes his new responsibilities.   I will miss my friend, but hopefully our friendship will 
grow along new avenues of grace.

Most Reverend 
Manuel A. Cruz

Our loss is Fall River’s gain. While we are sad to 
see Bishop da Cunha leave, we also know that he 

will be a great blessing to the people of the Diocese 
of Fall River. Certainly, he goes with our deep grati-
tude for his extraordinary service and leadership here 
in the Archdiocese of Newark, and with a promise 
of our continued prayers and support for him.  May 
God bless him and grant him wisdom and strength as 
he shepherds the good people of the Diocese of Fall 
River. May our Blessed Mother watch over him and 
guide him always.

Coadjutor Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda

I have come to know Bishop Edgar da Cunha as an extremely 
capable leader who never fails to put the needs of others before 

his own, and I have quickly grown to admire him for his ability 
to bring the joy of the Gospel into even the most challenging of 
circumstances. His life gives daily witness to a real solidarity with 
the poor and a deep empathy for those who for various reasons 
fi nd themselves living in a culture that is not their own. If Pope 
Francis were ever to abandon the tango of his native Argentina for 
a Brazilian samba, I have no doubt that he would look and sound a 
great deal like Bishop da Cunha.  

The Church of Fall River is getting a Shepherd with a proven 
track record of effective leadership in the areas of parish revital-
ization, the New Evangelization and multi-culturalism. True to 
his roots as a Vocationist, he has collaborated well with clergy, 
Religious and laity alike, demonstrating great skill in calling forth 
and respecting the gifts of others. He will be missed in the Arch-
diocese for his keen pastoral insights, his engaging homilies (in 
a whole host of languages) and for his unfailing fraternal support 
of his brother priests,   I am grateful that I had the opportunity to 
learn from Bishop da Cunha these past eight months and I hope 
that the Church of Fall River will embrace him with the same 
warm welcome that he so graciously offered to me when I arrived 
in Newark.

or some 36 years, Bishop da Cunha has been an integral part of the life 

Most Reverend John W. Flesey

Most Reverend Thomas A. Donato
The news of Bishop da Cunha’s appointment to Falls River Diocese is a reason to 

have come to know Bishop Edgar da Cunha as an extremely 
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In his own words… In his own words…
Bishop da Cunha’s statement on his 
Episcopal ordination to the Archdiocese 
of Newark                              September 3, 2003

Statement by Bishop da Cunha on his 
appointment to Fall River         July 3, 2014

As this beautiful celebration unfold-
ed in this majestic cathedral here 
this afternoon, one question kept 

coming to my mind: “What am I doing 
here?” And the voice of God within 
me said: “I called you and brought you 
here.” 

I say this with the hope that it be-
comes as clear to all of you as it is to 
me that this is all God’s doing. And I 
thank him for it. I wish to thank the 
Holy Father for entrusting this import-
ant mission to me, I thank Archbishop 
Myers for his support, and his trust and 
confi dence in me, and I look forward 
to working with him, I thank all my 
brother bishops from the Archdiocese 
of Newark and throughout the country, 
for their support, for their prayers and for their presence here today. I 
thank my brother priests, my family, my religious community of the Vo-
cationst Fathers. The Vocationist Sisters, our dear parishioners and staff 
of Saint Michael parish, parishioners of Saint Nicholas parish, confreres 
and staff from Florham Park, friends who came from other parishes and 
towns from throughout the archdiocese and the state. 

I want you all to know how important it is for me and for the 
Church that you are here today. Your presence, your faith, your prayers 
and your friendship are all deeply appreciated. We are making history 
here today and you are part of this historical moment; the fi rst Brazil-
ian to become a bishop in the United States and the fi rst Vocationist to 
become a bishop.

I say this with the humility of one who is absolutely certain that it is 
not my own merit that made this happen, but the goodness of the Lord. 
He made this happen. He brought me here. His hand is at work in all 
this.  All I had to do was say ‘yes.’

First of all, I want to thank God for calling me to serve in a new position 
here in Fall River. I see this new mission as a gift from the Lord and an 
opportunity to exercise the ministry to which he has called me.
I also wish to express my sincere thanks to our beloved Holy Father, 

Pope Francis, for his confi dence in entrusting now to me the pastoral 
care of this local church, the Diocese of Fall River, my new home. I see 
this as a gift from God, an opportunity to use the gifts God graciously 
gave me to serve the faithful people of this diocese. 

I am grateful to Bishop Coleman for his kind welcome and brotherly 
love, and for all the good work he has done here among God’s people 
during his whole life, and especially during the last 11 years as the shep-
herd of this local church.

I wish to greet all my brother priests, and to tell them that I am eager 
to know them and to work with them for the kingdom of God and the 
service of God’s people. I extend my heartfelt greetings to all deacons, 
men and women in consecrated life, seminarians and all the faithful 
of this great diocese in this corner of Massachusetts. I wish to greet all 
chancery staff and to let them know that I am looking forward to coming 
to know them and to work closely with them. I count on their talents and 
expertise and look forward to learning from them.  

I know I have so much to learn from all who live, work and minister 
to God’s people in the Diocese of Fall River. I have to learn the geog-
raphy and the history of this diocese. There is much to learn about the 
ethnic groups that make up the faithful of the diocese, their faith, their 
traditions and learn from them how to celebrate all this with them. I’m 
willing to learn from them and to celebrate our faith together.

I wish to let all the people of this diocese to know that I come among 
you as a brother among brothers and sisters, with my sincere commit-
ment to give my very best to build up the Church, to live and practice 
our faith together. I hope you know that you can count on me, and I am 
counting on your prayers, your faith, your support, gifts, talents and gen-
erosity.

I could never, in my wildest dream, imagine myself standing here as 
the future bishop of this diocese. Only God’s plan, and God’s will, could 
make it possible. And so, I am convinced that this is all God’s plan and 
God’s doing. All the more reason to be glad and rejoice, to  celebrate and 
give thanks to God for his care and fi delity to all of us. Thank you.

In my personal haste for evangelization, I often experienced exhaustion after several 
months of working, once to the point that Bishop da Cunha said to me, “Liliana, you 
are not the Messiah.” Bishop da Cunha always kept me grounded. It wasn’t that he 

didn’t want me to continue working with zeal but that he always wanted me to re-center 
that there was One greater than us in charge. 

In the nine years we worked together in the Offi ce for Evangelization, Bishop da 
Cunha was always open to new ideas to further God’s kingdom in this great archdio-
cese as was the evangelical thrust of Saint John Paul II. Saint John Paul II called for a 
new ardor, methods and expression of evangelization, Bishop da Cunha followed suit. 

As Vicar for Evangelization, he implemented an array of faith fi lled committees 
and projects and endeavors to further the New Evangelization. He leaves behind the 
groundwork for future projects. 

I am so grateful for the opportunity to have worked under a humble, prayerful, re-
spectful and wise leader. The new fl ock he will shepherd, I am sure will recognize these 
same qualities.

Liliana Soto-Cabrera is coordinator for the Archdiocesan Offi ce of Evangelization.

By Liliana Soto-Cabrera

Bishop ‘furthered God’s kingdom’ 
through evangelization
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L ong before Pope Francis called us to live simply, the Darlington 
Class of 1982 witnessed it fi rst hand through one of our class-
mates.  Moving into the huge seminary residence in Mahwah in 

August of 1978, each seminarian was assigned two rooms. The fi rst 
days were spent moving in and decorating the rooms simply furnished 
with a desk, chair, bed, bureau and night stand by hanging curtains and 
frames, fi nding the right couch or lounge chair.  

I remember visiting the rooms of Edgar da Cunha the fi rst time.  
It was almost exactly the way he found it: spartan.  And it stayed that 
way.  Growing up among thirteen siblings, Edgar probably relished the 
space all to himself so why clutter it. In the 36 years since he came to 
the U.S., Edgar has always lived simply wherever he was ministering. 
We all pitched in to help him learn English but especially the women 
religious who eventually lived on the fourth fl oor of the residence. It 
was very touching at the annual deacon farewell, to hear Edgar speak 
English so beautifully and thank the Sisters for their patient tutoring.

Gaining confi dence to speak English—though he already knew 
Portuguese, Italian and was learning Spanish—Edgar was a diligent 
student, who could hold his own in class discussions. He was a good 
athlete who enjoyed jogging, playing basketball and soccer. He was 
the fi rst Vocationist to study at Darlington. Though his family was back 
in Brazil, he found a family among his Vocationist Fathers, Brothers 
and Sisters back at Saint Michael’s and Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Newark, where he would return weekly on his day off.  

Edgar had a quiet demeanor, 
was very prayerful and very socia-
ble.  He brought those qualities to 
the many roles he held in the Vo-
cationist community, which made 
him well-suited to become the fi rst 
Brazilian-born bishop in the U.S. 11 
years ago this month. As vicar for 
Essex County, Evangelization and 
New Energies, he engaged people in 
a very gentle way and tried to fi nd 
common ground. All that experience 
made him a natural to become Vicar 
General.

Now he almost comes full cir-
cle. He will become the fi rst Bra-

zilian-born bishop of Fall River, Massachusetts, which has a large 
Portuguese-speaking population and be able to model for them and 
the rest of his diocese that he knows fi rst-hand what it is like to be an 
immigrant.  As an aside, his diocese also covers all of Cape Cod and I 
would happily swap to spell one of his pastors there to get away in the 
summer to say, Hoboken.

The Catholics of Fall River will fi nd that they have a shepherd 
like our beloved pope and he has lived a life of simplicity since his 
fi rst day of seminary.  

Father Alexander M. Santora is pastor of Our Lady of Grace and 
Saint Joseph Parish, Hoboken.

The bishop of many fi rsts
By Father Alexander M. Santora

to becoming pastor, he served as 
administrator where he gained confi -
dence in his leadership abilities. 

 “After six months as adminis-
trator, I felt like I knew how to run 
a parish and minister to the people. 
Everyone was very supportive and 
encouraging. They even wrote letters 
asking for me to be appointed pastor.  
It’s a natural thing- you learn as you 
go along. We don’t come out of the 
seminary with all the skills of being 
a pastor, the administrative part, 
because we are taught the theolo-
gy. You learn that hands-on through 
practice. I just kept on working with 
the people and we did wonderful 
things,” he explained.

While at Saint Nicholas, he 
continued to promote vocations. Al-
though much has changed over the 
decades, encouraging faithful laity to 
pursue religious life remains “very 
challenging,” according to Bishop 
da Cunha.

“Young people have so many 
other options, distractions and 
secular infl uences in their lives. 
Many families are having fewer 
children so they are less inclined 
to encourage their children to be 

priests and religious. The challenge 
to recruit vocations to the Church is 
an important aspect of what we do. 
Thank God the priesthood seems 
to be increasing in our country,” 
he said.

Bishop da Cunha cites the Arch-
diocese of Newark’s high ordination 
class numbers as a sign of hope for 
the priesthood. “In the last few years 
there seems to have been a turn-
around. Here in Newark we have 
been fortunate not only with our 
own local seminaries, but to have 
people come from other countries. 
That’s something that we just have 
to keep praying for and encourag-
ing,” he explained.

The increasing diversity of the 
local Church is something Bishop 
da Cunha has witnessed fi rst-hand 
over the years. In 2000, he was ap-
pointed pastor of his beloved Saint 
Michael Parish, a vibrant, inner-city 
community with a large number of 
immigrants. 

“For the Church here in Newark, 
the immigrant presence has really 
been a blessing and an asset. They 
have brought their faith and their 
tradition that has strengthened many 
of our parish communities. Obvious-

ly, there are problems and concerns 
about the immigration laws in our 
county; but for us as Church, our in-
terest is evangelizing, in serving and 
ministering to them and be a wel-
coming place where they can feel at 
home,” he explained.

Bishop da Cunha described 
being appointed pastor of Saint 
Michael as “coming home” to the 
community that fi rst welcomed him 
as a seminarian. “I knew a lot of the 
people there. I had so much help and 
support from priests and the commu-
nity. It made our work enjoyable and 
successful. I always enjoyed work-
ing with people and evangelization; 
preaching the Gospel, has always 
been the joy I fi nd in my ministry.” 

His commitment to evangeli-
zation continued when he was ap-
pointed Auxiliary Bishop of Newark 
and Titular Bishop of Ucres by the 
Holy See on June 27, 2003. He was 
ordained a bishop on September 3 at 
the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark, and appointed Re-
gional Bishop for Essex County one 
month later. He was then appointed 
Vicar for Evangelization on May 4, 
2005.  

At that time, there weren’t many 
programs that focused on energizing 
the faith of the local Church. “Arch-
bishop John J. Myers asked me to 
chair the evangelization task force 

which led to the establishment of the 
Offi ce of Evangelization and many 
programs were a result of that.”

Along with coordinator Liliana 
Soto-Cabrera, the archdiocesan 
offi ce developed creative ways to 
enliven the Catholic community. “It 
was such a great experience to dive 
into that effort of evangelization and 
work with so many good people that 
were very helpful in bringing about 
all the programs we were able to im-
plement in the archdiocese. The pro-
grams have helped a lot of parishes 
and people in their evangelization 
efforts. We established foundations 
for many parishes to build on and do 
their own work,” he explained.

Bishop da Cunha hopes his 
enthusiasm for ministry will serve 
as inspiration for those consider-
ing the priesthood. “Being a priest 
is not an unhappy life. There is joy 
in serving God, the Church and 
people. You can be a happy person 
in the priesthood even though there 
are sacrifi ces and challenges like in 
any walk of life. The joy of being a 
priest is sometimes very rewarding,” 
he noted.

As far as Bishop da Cunha’s leg-
acy in the Archdiocese of Newark, 
he has simple aspirations. “I hope 
people remember that I was there 
when they needed me and that I 
served them well.”

continued from page23

‘joy of being a priest’
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A look back: Bishop da Cunha  through the years

During novitiate in Salvador, 
Bahia, Brazil, in 1974

On vacation in Brazil, 1980

Ordained deacon  at Saint Michael parish, 
   Newark,  on May 22, 1981 

In Branch Brook Park, 
1981With seminary classmates Mike 

Matvenko and Keith Northridge, 
around 1980
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A look back: Bishop da Cunha  through the years

At Saint Michael’s 
Christmas party, 1981

Day of ordination to priesthood with 
his brother Manoel Luis , his mother 
Joefa, and his sister Leda in 1982

In India with Vocationist 
seminarians, 1996

Appointed pastor of 
Saint Michael’s, 2000

With novice sisters at his 
episcopal ordination, 2003
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Celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of his 
ordination, 2007

New Energies meeting at the 
Archdiocesan Center, Newark, 2008

With Cursillo 
Movement leaders, 
2011

Soles for Faith Catholic running 
team 5k run that he founded in 
2010

Year of Faith Archdiocesan 
Pilgrimage in Washington D.C., 2013
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Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Principal and
The Union Catholic Community 

Commend

Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha
On His Years of Faithful Service 

to the
Archdiocese of Newark

Faith. Values. Excellence. Success.

God Bless You
Bishop da Cunha.

Thank you for your service to the
Archdiocese of Newark

CONGRATULATIONS 
as you are installed as the 8th Bishop

of the Diocese of Fall River

 The Parish Family of Sacred Heart, 
Rochelle Park

The Offi ces of the Vicariate 
for Pastoral Life

Extend prayerful best wishes

To our “honorary member”

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha

That he may eff ectively minister

To the priests and people of the

Diocese of Fall River

As he has done among us!
 

Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols, Vicar for Pastoral Life
Rev. Msgr. William J. Reilly, Coordinator 

of Multi-Cultural Aff airs
Ms. Marissa Espinosa, Administrative Assistant

 
African-American, African & Caribbean Apostolate,

Apostolate of the Air, Apostolate of the Sea, 
Campus Ministry, Family Life Ministries, 
Hispanic Apostolate, Human Concerns,

Multi-Cultural Aff airs, Respect Life, Divine Worship,
Youth and Young Adult Ministries

CONGRATULATIONS

BISHOP DA CUNHA, S.D.V.

Our prayers go with you 
to Fall River. We will miss you 

in Newark.

Forever yours in Christ,

Rev. Lawrence J. Fama and 

The OLQP, Maywood Parish Family
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CONGRATULATIONS

Thank you for your many years of service

to the people of the Church of Newark

and may God continue to bless you

in your new assignment as

Bishop of Fall River, MA.

 

Our Lady of the Valley Church
Orange, New Jersey

Most Rev. Edgar Da Cunha, S.D.V.

Very Rev. Peter T. Sticco, S.A.C.
and

The Pallottine Community
of

Our Lady of Grace Church & School
Fairview

Congratulates
Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.

as the Eighth Bishop of Fall River, MA, Diocese

Bishop Edgar, thank you 
for a lifetime of service to the Congregation 

and to the Church.
 

Our Warmest Congratulations 
and Prayerful Best Wishes 

as you embark upon your new apostolic life.

 
The Vocationist Sisters



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 

BISHOP EDGAR M. da CUNHA, S.D.V.
ON HIS INSTALLATION AS THE EIGHTH BISHOP 

OF THE DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER, MA

WE THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR MANY CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO THE CHURCH OF NEWARK AND WISH YOU 
GOD’S BLESSINGS IN YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT

 
CHARLES C. CARELLA
CHARLES M. CARELLA

CARELLA, BYRNE, CECCHI, OLSTEIN, BRODY & AGNELLO, P.C.
 

5 BECKER FARM ROAD
ROSELAND, NJ 07068

(973) 994- 1700
www.carellabyrne.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 

BISHOP EDGAR M. da CUNHA, S.D.V.da CUNHA, S.D.V.da
ON HIS INSTALLATION AS THE EIGHTH BISHOP 

OF THE DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER, MA

WE THANK YOU WE THANK YOU W
FOR YOUR MANY CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO THE CHURCH OF NEWARK AND WISH YOU 
GOD’S BLESSINGS IN YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT

CHARLES C. CARELLA
CHARLES M. CARELLA

CARELLA, BYRNE, CECCHI, OLSTEIN, BRODY & AGNELLO, P.C.

5 BECKER FARM ROAD
ROSELAND, NJ 07068

(973) 994- 1700
www.carellabyrne.com

http://www.carellabyrne.com
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The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
Convent Station, New Jersey

 congratulate 

Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha 
on your appointment by His Holiness Pope Francis as the 

Bishop of the Fall River MA, Diocese.
Be sure of our continued prayers and support 

as you shepherd the people of God of the 
Diocese of Fall River. 

www.SCNJ.org

           Most Rev. Edgar M. da Cunha, S. D. V.

The entire Class of 2011 
join together in congratulating you on your appointment 

as the Eighth Bishop of Fall River.

Our thoughts and prayers go with you.                                

          AD MULTOS ANNOS! 

http://www.SCNJ.org
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The Clergy, Religious 
and Faithful of the

Cathedral Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart

offer sincere congratulations 
and our promise of prayers to 

Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha 
on your appointment 

as Bishop of Fall River.

Custom
(((SOUND SYSTEMS)))

(914) 693-2600
www.montebros.com

“We specialize in houses of worship”

Monte Bros.
Sound Systems, Inc.

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

“We specialize in houses of worship”

The Parish of
SAINT PHILOMENA

Livingston, New Jersey

CONGRATULATES
BISHOP EDGAR M. DA CUNHA, S. D. V.  

“ ...Only this, to act justly, to love tenderly 
and to walk humbly with your God”

MOST REVEREND 
EDGAR M. DA CUNHA, S. D. V., D. D.

 
May you follow in the footsteps of Jesus 

and serve His people lovingly 
as the Bishop of the Diocese of Fall River

Rev. Joseph A. Mancini
Pastor

Staff & Parishioners of
St. Stephen 

Kearny

http://www.montebros.com
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Most Rev. Edgar M. da Cunha, S. D. V.

We  celebrate your installation as 
Bishop of the Diocese of Fall River, MA

We  wish you much peace and joy.
We will continue to ask the Mother of Christ 

to cover you in her mantle of protection.

 Let your light shine.
						      Matthew 5:16

 

Most Rev. Manuel A. Cruz, D. D.
Regional Bishop for Union County

Most Rev. Thomas A. Donato, D. D.
Regional Bishop for Hudson County

Most. Rev. John W. Flesey, S. T. D., D. D.
Regional Bishop for Bergen County
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CALDWELL

OUR PRAYERS AND
GOOD WISHES
ARE WITH YOU
AS YOU BEGIN
YOUR MINISTRY
TO THE
PEOPLE OF GOD
IN THE 
DIOCESE OF
FALL RIVER

Most REVEREND
Edgar MoREIRA

DA Cunha,
S. D. V.

Eighth Bishop
of the

Fall River
Massachusetts

Diocese
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Congratulations

ADVOCATE AD BISHOP DA CUNHA_Layout 1  8/8/14  12:34 PM  Page 1

Bishop da Cunha,  

Not too many years ago we saw you as a young man, arriving in 
America from Brazil, to further pursue your dream in the Church 
and the Holy See.  Assigned to St. Michael’s Parish, Newark, being 
ordained a priest for the Society of Divine Vocations, you whole-
heartedly befriended us and became our best friend as well as our 
spiritual advisor.  
Your appointment to Auxiliary Bishop of Newark convinced us we 
were watching a “rising star” in our beloved friend and pastor.  As we 
watched you grow, we enjoyed every step you took in the quest of 
your dreams.  
Although your appointment as Bishop of Fall River, MA makes 
us very happy for you, it is “bittersweet” for us.  Our loss their 
gain.  We know our friendship will endure over the miles.  We are 
confident in you, our friend who we know will eventually reach 
the pinnacle of his chosen dream! 
Our love, thoughts and prayers go with you. In 
GOD’s hands you leave us!  In GOD’s hands you 
go! GOD bless you and watch over you always. 
With much affection and fond memories,
Rosemarie Giannetta and Mina Yanuzzi

 “In the same way your light must shine in people's 
sight, so that, seeing your good works, they may give 

praise to your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16

Congratulations!
To Bishop Edgar M. daCunha

and Thank You! 
For allowing God to minister through you.

St. Teresa of Avila Parish
306 Morris Ave. •  Summit, NJ

Rev. Brian G. Plate, Pastor

http://www.diometuchen.org
http://www.catholicspirit.com


I would like more information...
regarding costs, pre-planning savings and available facilities at 

the Madonna Chapel Mausoleum without any obligation.
NAME  __________________________________________________

ADDRESS  _______________________________________________

CITY _______________________________ STATE _____ ZIP  _____

PHONE ________________________ PARISH  _________________

BEST TIME TO CALL ME ____ AM    ____ PM

Act Now • 1-866-392-1951

Madonna Mausoleum New Expansion
For Pre-need planning and to reserve your space

Please call 1-866-392-1951

2070 Hoefley’s Lane • Fort Lee, New Jersey

The new Phase will feature:
• Elegant construction that includes granite exterior 
  crypt fronts and marble interior throughout
•  Interior and exterior crypts 
•  Magnificent skylight areas 
•  Catholic burial on consecrated grounds

•  Private family room areas 
•  Outdoor courtyard areas 
•  Feature walls of Saints 
•  Gated balcony areas
•  Stained glass alcoves 

“We sincerely regret if this mailing should reach 
any home where there is illness or sorrow, as this 
was certainly not intended.”

Please call 
1-866-392-1951 
or fill in & mail 
the reply card for 
more information 

Financial savings today
Emotional savings tomorrow
Peace of mind forever

Vist us on the web at www.madonnacemetery.org

The Church of the Madonna & Madonna Cemetery and Mausoleum
                                Thank Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha 

                             for his years of Service to the Church of Newark 
                             and we Pray for him as he assumes his responsibility 

                                for the Church of Fall River

http://www.madonnacemetery.org


http://www.naninasinthepark.com
mailto:tom@naninasinthepark.com


40 September 10, 2014Best Wishes Bishop da Cunha

Our Lady of Fatima Church
Elizabeth

 Rev. Antonio Rocha, 
Pastor

Congratulations and God Bless you, 
Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha

....on receiving the Call to Serve the 
Diocese of Fall River.

    The parishes of Deanery 2N
St. Mary Closter, St. Joseph Demarest, 

Our Lady of  Victories Harrington Park, 

Sacred Heart  Haworth, 

St. Anthony Northvale, 

Immaculate Conception Norwood, 

St. Pius X Old Tappan

Congratulate
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha 

on his appointment 
as the Eighth Bishop of  Fall River, MA 

and with gratitude, thank him 
for his ministry among us here 
in the Archdiocese of  Newark 
and assure him of  our prayers.

Farewell, Bishop da Cunha.  The 
parish family of the Church of the 
Annunciation, Paramus, thanks 
you for your years of ministry 
within the Archdiocese of Newark 
and prays for God’s grace and 
blessings as you shepherd the 
people of the Diocese of Fall River. 

Reverend James V. Teti, Pastor 

CCONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONS    
BBISHOPISHOP  DDAA  CCUNHAUNHA  

 

FromFrom  
Redemptoris Mater Redemptoris Mater   
Seminary of NewarkSeminary of Newark  
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May the Lord pour out His blessings.
May Our Lady of Czestochowa 

and St. John Paul II intercede for you 
as you begin your ministry to the People of God 
as the Shepard of the Diocese of Fall River, MA.

CONGRATULATIONS!
AD MULTOS ANNOS!

STO LAT!

With gratitude and prayers,
Very Rev. Canon Miroslaw K. Krol, Pastor

Rev. Fr. Tadeusz Jank
Rev. Fr. Tadeusz Mierzwa

Parish Sta� 
              Parishioners of St. � eresa of the Child Jesus Church 

                  Archdiocesan Shrine of St. John Paul II, Linden

With gratitude and prayers,

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
HAWORTH , NEW JERSEY 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Bishop Edgar da Cunha 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANK YOU  
for your many years   
of faithful service! 

The Clergy and Parishioners of St. Michael’s, Cranford, 
offer prayerful good wishes to

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S. D. V., D.D.,
on his Installation as Eighth Bishop of Fall River.

 

Que Deus seja com voc̃e!
Rev. Msgr. Timothy J. Shugrue, Pastor

      
Que Deus seja com voc̃e!

      

Prayerful Congratulations from your friends
on the New Energies Implementation Team!

With Prayers & Support
the Parish of
Sacred Heart
Bloomfi eld

Congratulate
Bishop 

Edgar da Cunha, SDV

ADVERTISE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED, BUSINESS SERVICE OR EVENT
IN THE NEXT PRINT & DIGITAL EDITION OF

   OCTOBER 15TH

Deadline for space- Wednesday, Oct. 1st
Deadline for copy- Tuesday, Oct. 7th

Contact Marge McCue
at (973) 497-4201

EMAIL-pearsoma@rcan.org

Our Prayers & 
Best Wishes for Bishop 

Edgar da Cunha, S. D. V.
a true servant of God 

& His people

 
from the parishes of

St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral 
& St. John’s, Newark

mailto:EMAIL-pearsoma@rcan.org


http://www.rcan.org/evangelization
mailto:evangelization@rcan.org
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/EvangiRCAN
http://www.rcan.org
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September 13

National Blue Army 
Shrine, Washington, celebration 
of Our Lady’s apparition at Fatima 
in 1917, confessions start 10:30 
a.m., Rosary procession at noon, 
Mass at 1 p.m. celebrated by Most 
Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Scranton, 
call (908) 689-1700 or visit 
www.wafusa.org. 

September 17
Saint Catharine Parish, 
Glen Rock, Bereavement Support 
Group Wednesday evenings from 
Sept. 17- Nov. 12, 7:30-9 p.m., 
in the Ministry Center meeting 
room, call Monica Seibert at 
(201) 652-3388 or e-mail 
ms.seibert@icloud.com. 

September 18
Mother Seton Region-
al High School, Clark, 50th 

Anniversary Gala Evening of 
Celebration and Recognition, at 
The Gran Centurions, 6 p.m., call 
(732) 382-1952 or e-mail 
gala@motherseton.org. 

September 21
Serra clubs of the Archdi-
ocese of Newark, Sixth An-
nual Communion Brunch, 11 a.m. 
Mass at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Parish, South Orange, followed by 
brunch at the Bishop Daugherty 
Student Center at Seton Hall 
University, $30 for adults/ $15 for 
student and children, call Rose 
Marie Deehan at (973) 762-6180 
or e-mail rjdeehan@gmail.com.

September 22
Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas, Watchung, 20th 
Annual Golf Classic to benefi t 
retired Sisters, at Trump National 
Golf Club, Colts Neck, call (908) 
756-0994 ext. 4006 or e-mail 

mfritz@mercymidatlantic.org. 

RENEW International, 
Plainfi eld, golf outing at Metuchen 
Golf and Country Club, 8 a.m., 
call Sister Honora Nolty, O.P., at 
(908) 769-5400 ext. 162 or e-mail 
honoran@renewintl.org. 

September 28
Margaret Anna Cusack 
Care Center, Jersey City, 11th 
Annual Generations Benefi t 
Luncheon, “Celebrating Partners 
in Caring,” at Casino in the Park, 
noon-3 p.m., RSVP by September 
12, call (201) 653-8300 ext. 2161 
or e-mail 
info@cusackcarecent.org. 

St. Mary High School, 
Rutherford, open house, 1-3 p.m., 
grade school students and their 
families will tour the school, meet 
with teachers, coaches, staff and 
review academic, athletic and ex-
tracurricular programs, call John 

A. Taormina at (201)933-5220 ext. 
220 or e-mail 
jtaormina@stmaryhs.org. 

October 1
Holy Face Monastery, Clif-
ton, celebration of the feast of St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus, featur-
ing all-day Eucharistic adoration, 
confessions, praying of the rosary 
and Mass at 7:30 p.m. followed 
by  procession and distribution of 
blessed roses, call Martin Kleber 
at (973) 865-9075.

Other
St. Anne School, Fair Lawn, 
new sessions for three-year-olds 
open in September, parents may 
select two, three, or fi ve full-days 
or half-days in addition to existing 
Pre-K through K4 program, call 
(201) 796-3353 or visit 
www.stannepreschool.com.

✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞ ✞

Offi cial Appointments 

ARCHDIOCESAN 
AGENCY/MINISTRY

Reverend Monsignor Joseph 
F. Ambrosio, Pastor of Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel Parish and 
Administrator of Holy Trinity/

Epiphany Parish, both in Newark, 
has also been re-appointed to 
the Presbyteral Council of the 

Archdiocese of Newark for a three 
year term, effective Sept. 18 and 

ending Aug. 31, 2017.

Reverend John Chadwick, 
faculty member at Immaculate 

Conception Seminary at Seton Hall 
University, South Orange, has been 
appointed Rector of the College 
Seminary – Saint Andrew’s Hall at 

Seton Hall University, South Orange, 
effective Aug. 8.

Reverend Monsignor Joseph 
R. Chapel has been appointed 
Spiritual Director at Casa Santa 

Maria in Rome and Adjunct Spiritual 
Director at the Pontifi cal North 

American College on the Janiculum, 
effective September 1.

Reverend James N. Chern, 
Director of Vocations for the 

Archdiocese of Newark, has also 
been appointed to the Presbyteral 

Archbishop John J. Myers has announced 
the following appointments:

Council of the Archdiocese of 
Newark for a three year term, 
effective Sept. 18 and ending 

August 31, 2017.

Reverend Jose Manuel De La 
Pena, Pastor of Saint Anthony of 
Padua Parish, Union City, has also 
been elected to the Presbyteral 
Council of the Archdiocese of 
Newark for a three year term, 
effective Sept. 18 and ending 

August 31, 2017.

Reverend Matthew R. Dooley, 
Vicar for Family Life for the 

Archdiocese of Newark has also been 
elected to the Priest Personnel Policy 
Board of the Archdiocese of Newark, 
representing Group VI, for a term of 

three years, effective Sept. 1.

Reverend Joseph C. Doyle, 
Pastor of Saint Anne Parish, Fair 
Lawn, has also been re-elected 

to the Presbyteral Council of the 
Archdiocese of Newark for a three 
year term, effective Sept. 18, 2014 

and ending Aug. 31, 2017.

Reverend Joseph A. Ferraro, 
Pastor of Holy Family Parish, 

Nutley, has also been re-appointed 
to the Presbyteral Council of the 

Archdiocese of Newark for a three 

year term, effective Sept.18 
and ending Aug. 31, 2017.

Reverend James Ferry, Pastor 
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 

West Orange, has also been elected 
to the Presbyteral Council of the 

Archdiocese of Newark for a three 
year term, effective Sept. 18 and 

ending Aug. 31, 2017.

Reverend Monsignor William 
Harms has been appointed Chair, 

Implementation Team – New Energies 
Parish Transition Project for the 

Archdiocese of Newark, 
effective immediately.

Reverend Monsignor Anthony 
J. Kulig has been elected to the 

Priest Personnel Policy Board of the 
Archdiocese of Newark, representing 
Group II, for a term of three years, 

effective Sept. 1.

Reverend David Santos, 
Parochial Vicar of Saint Bartholomew 
Parish, Scotch Plains, has also been 

appointed to the Presbyteral Council 
of the Archdiocese of Newark for a 
three year term, effective Sept. 18 

and ending Aug. 31, 2017.

Reverend Michael Saporito, 
Pastor of Saint Helen Parish, 

Westfi eld, has also been re-elected 
to the Presbyteral Council of the 

Archdiocese of Newark for a three 
year term, effective Sept. 18 and 

ending Aug. 31, 2017.

Reverend Robert K. Suszko, 
Vice Rector of Immaculate 

Conception Seminary at Seton 
Hall University, South Orange, 
has also been re-appointed to 
the Presbyteral Council of the 

Archdiocese of Newark for a three 
year term, effective Sept.18 and 

ending Aug. 31, 2017.

Reverend Monsignor C. 
Anthony Ziccardi, on staff at 
Immaculate Conception Seminary 

at Seton Hall University, South 
Orange, has also been elected to 
the Priest Personnel Policy Board 

of the Archdiocese of Newark, 
representing Group IV, for a term of 

three years, effective Sept. 1.

PASTOR

Reverend Joseph A. 
D’Amico, Pastor of Saint Aloysius 

Parish, Jersey City, has been 
appointed Pastor of Our Lady of 

the Lake Parish, Verona, 
effective Sept. 1.

Reverend Oscar Martin 
has been appointed Pastor Saint 

Anthony of Padua Parish, Elizabeth, 
effective Sept. 1.                                                                                                                               

RETIREMENT

Reverend Michael A. Hanly, 
Pastor of Our Lady of the Lake 
Parish, Verona, has been granted 

retirement, effective Sept. 1.

http://www.wafusa.org
mailto:ms.seibert@icloud.com
mailto:gala@motherseton.org
mailto:rjdeehan@gmail.com
mailto:mfritz@mercymidatlantic.org
mailto:honoran@renewintl.org
mailto:info@cusackcarecent.org
mailto:jtaormina@stmaryhs.org
http://www.stannepreschool.com


New Jersey 
State Council

Knights of Columbus

Off ers Best Wishes and Congratulations 
To

         

Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha S.D.V.

  
being named by His Holiness Pope Francis

The Eighth Bishop of the Fall River MA, Diocese

           
 Most Rev. Charles J. McDonnell   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  State Chaplain
 Rev. Msgr. Michael T. Mannion . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Assoc. State Chaplain
 Andrew E. Lipenta   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Deputy
 Bruce E. De Molli KSG   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  State Secretary
 Robert E. Hatler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  State Treasurer
 Vincent P. Tavormina   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  State Advocate
 James E. Stoever . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  State Warden
 Dr. Daniel Rossi, Ph.D., P.S.D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supreme Director
 Reginald F. Beckett, P.S.D, F.S.D   . . . . . . . . . . . .  Vice Supreme Master

Proclaim and Defend our Faith
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The Parish Family of
Queen of Peace Church

North Arlington
extends our gratitude and 

congratulations to
Most Reverend 

Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.
Upon his installation as

Bishop of Fall River MA
We appreciate all that 
you’ve done for us at

Queen of Peace and in 
the Archdiocese of Newark.

 

 

Bishop Da Cunha 
 
You have always shown kindness and 
wisdom; those same qualities are sure 

to be much appreciated by the  
Diocese of Fall River. 

The priests, deacons, sisters  
and parishioners of 

St. Bartholomew the Apostle  
rejoice with you! 

Most Rev. Edgar M. da Cunha, S. D. V.
 

The Vicariate for Education, the Schools 
and Catechetical Offices of the Archdiocese 

of Newark extend our Congratulations to you 
on your installation as Bishop 

to the Diocese of Fall River, MA.
 

May the Holy Spirit guide and bless you. 
May you always be a shepherd according 

to the heart of Jesus.



Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S. D. V.
Congratulations 

on your appointment as Eighth Bishop 
of the Diocese of Fall River, MA.

 
May your witness to the Gospel always 
be a bold example of our faith and may 

the Church in Fall River be blessed 
by your leadership and compassion.

Catholic Cemeteries
A MINISTRY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

Gate of Heaven  Cemetery & Mausoleum
225 Ridgedale Avenue

East Hanover, NJ 07936
(973) 887-0286

Maryrest Cemetery & Mausoleum
770 Darlington Avenue

Mahwah, NJ 07430
(201) 327-7011

Holy Cross Cemetery & Mausoleum
340 Ridge Road

North Arlington, NJ 07031
(201) 997-1900

Holy Name Cemetery & Mausoleum
823 West Side Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306

(201)433-0342

Saint Gertrude Cemetery & Mausoleum
53 Inman Avenue
Colonia, NJ 07067

(732) 388-0311

Christ the King Cemetery
980 Huron Road

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417
(201) 891-9191

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery
125 Central Avenue

East Orange, NJ 07018
(973) 678-3757

1-866-Pre-Plan
(1-866-773-7526)

www.RCANCEM.org

Saint Mary Cemetery
140 Rutledge Avenue

East Orange, NJ 07017
(973) 678-3757

Saint Andrew Cemetery
Cedar Lane

Rivervale, NJ 07675
(201) 327-7011

Saint Peter Cemetery
301-17 Tonnele Avenue

Jersey City, NJ 07306
(201) 433-0342

Mount Carmel Cemetery
10 Serpentine Road
Tenafly, NJ 07670

(201) 569-8727

For our Catholic Community Serving Catholic Families for over 160 years

http://www.RCANCEM.org


MOST REV. EDGAR M. DA CUNHA, SDV,
 

Archbishop John J. Myers, Archbishop of Newark
Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda, Coadjutor Archbishop of Newark

and the Archdiocesan Center Priests, Deacons, Religious and Lay Staff  
Congratulate you and Rejoice with you as you begin a new ministry 

as Shepherd of the Local Church of Fall River, MA.
 

May your zest for the joy of the Gospel 
permeate throughout your new home.

 
“O God, beyond all praising, we worship you today.”


