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Family affected by school closing finds 
new home in another Catholic school
By Esmeralda Cameron 
Public Relations Manager

For Tom and Mona Rundle, prepar-
ing children to return to school in 
the fall was never so stressful. But 
when the Teaneck couple found 

out their beloved St. Joseph’s Academy in 
Bogota was one of three Catholic schools 
in Bergen County that would not reopen 
in September, they were hit with mixed 
emotions. 

“When we first received the news about 
the closure of St. Joseph Academy in Bo-
gota, we were all so disappointed and sur-
prised,” said Tom Rundle. “My entire fam-
ily loved St. Joseph Academy and the news 
hit us out of left field. Then we found out 
that several other schools were also not re-
opening this fall. It was nerve-wracking at 
first, and everyone was scrambling for a 
solution.”

The Rundles immediately started their 
research knowing the only option they 
wanted for their three sons, Thomas (13), 
Theron (12) and Mason (9), was to enroll 
them in another local Catholic elementary 
school.  

“It was a very stressful time. Parents 
began communicating with each other, 
asking, ‘Where are your kids going,’ and 
‘What are you going to do as a parent,’” 
Mona Rundle recalled. “We just knew we 
wanted our children to continue with their 
Catholic education because their faith for-
mation is very important to us. Our fear 
was choosing another school that was go-
ing to possibly close soon and whether or 
not we would be able to enroll all three of 

Photo courtesy of the Rundle family
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Racism violates human dignity
In November 2018, we bishops of the United 

States issued a pastoral letter against racism 
entitled Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring 

Call to Love: A Pastoral Letter Against Racism. Al-
though our conference has spoken out against rac-
ism many times in the past, we believed that the 
increasing incidents of violence and injustice in our 
nation warranted a renewed commitment on our 
part to call attention to the evils of racist thought, 
speech and actions. The events of recent months 
make this clear teaching more important than ever.

According to our pastoral letter, “Racism occurs 
because a person ignores the fundamental truth 
that, because all humans share a common origin, 
they are all brothers and sisters, all equally made in 
the image of God. When this truth is ignored, the 
consequence is prejudice and fear of the other, and—all too often—hatred.” 

This fundamental truth that all are made in God’s image and, therefore, all are equal in 
the sight of God grounds all Catholic social teaching. Racist attitudes and actions violate 
human dignity and are deeply offensive to God and to all our sisters and brothers in the 
human family.

Historically, many groups, such as the Irish, Italians, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Poles, 
Jews, Chinese and Japanese, have been subjected to racial and ethnic prejudice in our coun-
try. Many groups are still experiencing prejudice, including rising anti-Semitism, the dis-
crimination many Hispanics face today and anti-Muslim sentiment. Especially significant 
are the unique experiences of Native and African American communities, which suffered 
from terrible, systematic abuses in the past and whose effects continue to cause widespread 
suffering today.

What can we do to overcome the evil of racism and to ensure that the positive steps 
we take are not eroded over time by a return to racist attitudes and actions? As we write in 

Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love:
“Love compels each of us to resist racism courageously. It requires us to reach out gener-

ously to the victims of this evil, to assist the conversion needed in those who still harbor rac-
ism and to begin to change policies and structures that allow racism to persist. Overcoming 
racism is a demand of justice, but because Christian love transcends justice, the end of rac-
ism will mean that our community will bear fruit beyond simply the fair treatment of all.”

When each man, woman and child is treated with the dignity and respect they deserve, 
a whole host of cultural, economic and political problems will be solved. No longer will in-
dividuals or groups feel the need to inflate their egos by condescending or abusive attitudes 
and behaviors. The results will include stronger families, communities that are at peace with 
their neighbors and a nation that is healthy and prosperous.

Racism, whether subtle or blatant, is a poison that we cannot tolerate. Our Lord chal-
lenges us to refrain from judging one another, to love everyone and to treat one another as 
we would want to be treated. As Pope Francis teaches (see below): “We cannot tolerate or 
turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness 
of every human life.”

In our pastoral letter, we say: “Racism arises when, either consciously or unconsciously, 
a person holds that his or her own race or ethnicity is superior, and therefore judges persons 
of other races or ethnicities as inferior and unworthy of equal regard. When this conviction 
or attitude leads individuals or groups to exclude, ridicule, mistreat or unjustly discrimi-
nate against persons on the basis of their race or ethnicity, it is sinful. Racist acts are sinful 
because they violate justice. They reveal a failure to acknowledge the human dignity of the 
persons offended, to recognize them as the neighbors Christ calls us to love (Mt 22:39).”

Let’s pray that the grace of Christ will give us the courage to acknowledge the sin of rac-
ism. Let’s work hard to eliminate racism wherever it exists today and to prevent it from re-
turning in the days ahead.

Sincerely yours in Christ the Redeemer,

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop of Newark

My prayer for you
Mary, friend and mother to all, through your 

Son, God has found a way to unite Himself to every 
human being, called to be one people, sisters and 
brothers to each other.

We ask for your help in calling on your Son, 
seeking forgiveness for the times when we have 
failed to love and respect one another. We ask for 
your help in obtaining from your Son the grace we 
need to overcome the evil of racism and to build a 
just society.

We ask for your help in following your Son, so 
that prejudice and animosity will no longer infect 
our minds or hearts but will be replaced with a love 
that respects the dignity of each person.

Mother of the Church, the Spirit of your Son, 
Jesus, warms our hearts: pray for us. Amen. >

A message from Pope Francis: Words of challenge and hope
I have witnessed with great con-
cern the disturbing social unrest 
in your nation in these past days, 
following the tragic death of Mr. 
George Floyd. We cannot toler-
ate or turn a blind eye to racism 
and exclusion in any form and yet 
claim to defend the sacredness of 
every human life.

At the same time, we have to rec-
ognize that the violence of recent 

nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence, 
and so much is lost.

Let us pray for the consolation of their grieving families and friends and let 
us implore the national reconciliation and peace for which we yearn. May 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of America, intercede for all those who 
work for peace and justice in your land and throughout the world. (Pope 
Francis, General Audience, June 3, 2020)
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Archdiocese increases church attendance capacity

The Archdiocese of Newark an-
nounced Sept. 1 that the atten-
dance limit for its 212 church-

es in Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union 
counties has increased. Based on the 
latest New Jersey public official guide-
lines, the number of faithful now per-
mitted indoors for public liturgies and 
baptisms, weddings and funerals has 
increased to 150 participants or 25 per-
cent of the church’s capacity, whichever 
is lower. The guidelines remain in place 
to ensure the safety and well-being of the  
faithful.

All protocols from Phase Three of the 
archdiocesan Directives for Re-Opening 
Churches remain in force. Masks still are 
required, and social distancing continues 
to be enforced. Parishes continue to sani-
tize pews and other common surfaces af-
ter each Mass.

Mass attendance remains volun-
tary. Those who do not feel safe or 
who have compromising health con-
ditions should not participate at this  
time.

The dispensation from the obliga-
tion to attend Mass on Sundays and holy 
days remains in place, and many par-
ishes continue to offer livestream Mass-
es on their websites or Facebook pages 
to maintain a spiritual connection with 
their parish communities. For a full 

list, visit www.rcan.org/parish-mass- 
livestreams-and-more. 

The archdiocese remains commit-
ted to the health and well-being of its 

Advocate photo-Jai Agnish

people and will continue to monitor 
trends and consult with the expert guid-
ance of public health, state and feder-
al officials and will adjust restrictions as  

appropriate.
More information about COVID-19 

protocols is available at www.rcan.org/
covid19. 
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Profit over safety, especially in pandemic, 
‘unjust,’ says Labor Day statement
By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Given the 
“somber” realities imposed by the coro-
navirus pandemic, for companies to put 
profits over safety is “unjust,” said Arch-
bishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma 
City, chairman of the U.S. Bishops’ com-
mittee on domestic justice and human 
development, in the U.S. Bishops’ annual 
Labor Day statement.

Even before the pandemic, “a signifi-
cant number of Americans were trapped 
in low-wage jobs, with insecurity around 
food, housing and health care, and with 
little opportunity for savings or advanc-
ing in their career,” Archbishop Coak-
ley said in the statement, issued Sept. 
2. “Those same workers have been hit 
particularly hard, and, it is devastat-
ing to say, many have paid with their 
life. As one New York subway work-
er put it: ‘We are not essential. We are  
sacrificial.’”

Archbishop Coakley quoted Pope 
Francis in his exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium, saying: “Today we also have to 
say ‘thou shalt not’ to an economy of ex-
clusion and inequality. Such an economy 

kills.”
“What was wrong before the pandem-

ic has been accelerated now,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. “What may have been hid-
den to some is now revealed. Against this 
backdrop, the murder of George Floyd 
was like lighting a match in a gas-filled 
room.”

Pope Francis, who is currently writ-
ing a series of reflections on the pandem-
ic, noted in an address based on these 
writings: “We are all frail, all equal, all 
precious. May we be profoundly shak-
en by what is happening all around us: 
the time has come to eliminate inequal-
ities, to heal the injustice that is under-
mining the health of the entire human  
family!”

“Injustice does not need to have the 
last word. The Lord came to free us from 
sin, including the sins by which we di-
minish workers and ourselves,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said in the Labor Day 
statement, titled: “‘Behold, I make all 
things new’—Rebuilding a Dignified 
Post-COVID World.”

“Beginning with our own decisions, 
we might ask when we buy goods from 
stores or online: Do we know where 
they came from? Do we know whether 

the people who made them were treated 
with dignity and respect? Was the work-
place made safe during the pandem-
ic, and did workers receive a just wage? 
If not, what can we do to remedy this?”  
he wrote.

Government has a part to play as 
well, according to the archbishop. “Pol-
icymakers must address the outstanding 
needs that people have around nutrition, 
housing, health care, jobs and income 
support, as I and my brother bishops 
have written repeatedly. People are hurt-
ing, and some of the relief measures of 
previous legislation are expiring. Con-
gress and the White House should reach 
a deal that prioritizes protecting the poor 
and vulnerable.”

Archbishop Coakley also laud-
ed the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development (CCHD), the U.S. Bish-
ops’ domestic anti-poverty program, 
which celebrates its 50th anniversary  
this year.

“Founded to do more than meet 
emergency needs, CCHD supports low-
income-led efforts to address pover-
ty, create good jobs and be a force for  
transformation in families and commu-
nities. Over its history, CCHD has dis-

tributed over 8,000 grants worth more 
than $400 million to help create grass-
roots change,” he said. “Pope Francis  
has made the work of the popular move-
ments that CCHD supports a key theme 
in his pontificate.”

Archbishop Coakley cited one exam-
ple of how CCHD-funded organizations 
have stepped up since the pandemic was 
declared in March.

“Workers in meat processing plants 
are faced with dangerous working condi-
tions as companies fail to provide basic 
protections from COVID-19 or do not 
make sufficient workplace modifications 
to reduce risk of exposure to the virus. 
The CCHD-supported Rural Commu-
nity Workers Alliance has helped orga-
nize workers in rural Missouri, pressur-
ing employers to take these concerns 
seriously and advancing the dignity of 
workers,” he said. “These groups, as well 
as labor unions and other worker as-
sociations, make an invaluable contri-
bution to the safety and well-being of  
workers.”

In addition to practicing solidari-
ty with low-wage workers, “we can of-
fer charitable assistance to all those who 
have become unemployed during this 
time by donating to local food banks and 
Catholic Charities agencies,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. “Catholic Charities helped 
13 million people last year, and the de-
mand has increased 30-50 percent so far 
during the pandemic and is anticipated 
to increase.”
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Parish food pantry provides critical resources for those in need
By Esmeralda Cameron
Public Relations Manager

Before the coronavirus pandemic, 
catechetical leader Maura Roem 
from St. Andrew Parish in West-
wood would have never thought 

she would be coordinating her parish’s 
food pantry. When several volunteers 
could no longer help due to COVID-19 
health concerns, she volunteered to take 
on the extra job responsibility.  

“Back in March, the food pantry was 
definitely not on my radar, but I knew 
it was important to support this critical 
ministry, and the need over the last five 
months has grown beyond our expecta-
tions,” Roem explained. 

The food pantry was originally open 
twice per month prior to the pandemic. 
Due to the growing need from the com-
munity, the service is now available ev-
ery Thursday evening. The parish also re-
ceives donations of breakfast and lunch 
bags to distribute.

“During this pandemic, our food pan-
try has been helping so many people who 
are underemployed, unemployed and fur-
loughed from work,” Roem said. “We are 
seeing the need grow greater every day. 
Before the pandemic, our food pantry 
volunteers would serve 15 to 20 families 
twice a month. Now we are serving 55 to 
65 families each week.” 

Along with Roem, today, the daily op-
erations of the food pantry are support-
ed by the entire parish staff, including 
Msgr. Joseph R. Chapel; youth ministry 
secretary Mary Keegan and her husband, 
James, who is also a parish trustee; fellow 
trustee member Frances Borg; and the 
parish maintenance team. 

Msgr. Chapel said he is thankful that 
he could retain his staff during these un-
certain times due to the Paycheck Pro-

tection Program (PPP) loans. “It was es-
sential that we had the PPP resources to 
keep staff in place in order to be able to 
continue to provide the critical resourc-
es of our food pantry that helps so many 
in our community who are financially 
struggling,” Msgr. Chapel said. “In order 
to limit the number of people in contact 
with one another, the staff took on many 
good works that were normally run by 
volunteers.”

An active member of the parish for 
more than 30 years, Borg has seen the staff 
rise to the challenge during the pandemic. 
However, many of those helping are older 
with underlying health concerns.

“If we didn’t have the PPP funds, I don’t 
know how we would’ve been able to con-
tinue because so much of the food pantry 
coordination to receive these donations 
are possible thanks to our parish staff. It’s 
a blessing to have our maintenance team 
onsite to help move perishable items into 
our walk-in refrigerated area,” Borg ex-
plained.

The team receives donations of per-
ishable items twice a week, including 
fresh fruits and vegetables from Trader 
Joe’s supermarket, and monthly non-per-
ishable donations from Goya Foods and 
Catholic Relief Services. The staff bags 
and organizes the items on Wednesday  
mornings.

“Thanks to the generosity of donations 
from parishioners and local businesses, 
each person who stops by the food pantry 
is given a bag filled with perishable items 
and another bag filled with non-perish-
ables, based on the size of the family,” 
Roem said. “The greatest need has been 
for items sometimes taken for granted: 
butter, milk, eggs, fresh fruits and vege-
tables. It’s a blessing each time we receive 
food donations to restock our pantry 
shelves.”

Borg noted that the demographics 
of the diverse parish community have 
changed over the years and now serves a 
growing Hispanic community. “I’ve also 
seen many young couples with children 
who’ve [recently] lost their jobs. We try 
to get them the items they need as soon 
as possible to help support them during 
this financially difficult time” she said. 
“It’s amazing how many in our com-
munity as a result of the pandemic are 
suffering from underemployment or  
unemployment.”

According to U.S. Bureau of Labor sta-
tistics, New Jersey has one of the highest 
unemployment rates in the country. In a 
press release issued by the State Depart-
ment of Labor and Workforce Develop-
ment, $10.7 billion in benefits have been 
issued to unemployed and underemployed 
New Jersey workers, with nearly 1.4 mil-
lion initial claims since mid-March. Ber-
gen County, which in past years has been 
ranked as one of the wealthiest counties 
in the state, has not escaped the financial 
impact of the pandemic.  

“Part of me is very fulfilled and an-

other part very sad,” Borg explained. 
“There are people coming to us for help 
who never expected they would have to 
come to a food pantry. The need is just  
so great.” 

When Tropical Storm Isaias hit New 
Jersey on Aug. 4, St. Andrew Parish and 
neighboring communities were left with-
out power. It was also the day the food 
pantry team normally receives large do-
nations of perishable food. Even with 
the challenges of working in the dark, 
the staff managed to shelf and bag the  
donations. 

“We still had to provide the critical ser-
vices of the food pantry to our most vul-
nerable populations,” Borg said. “We ac-
tually had at least five new families come 
to us in one week because the food pan-
try they normally visited was closed due 
to the storm.” 

One woman who has benefited from 
the food pantry, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, said the service has been 
“heaven sent.” Back in April, she was fur-
loughed from one of her part-time jobs, 
cutting her income in half. She also lost 
power for several days due to the intense 
storm.  

“I’ve been a parishioner of St. An-
drew for about 20 years and I am so grate-
ful for the support I’ve received from the 
parish staff. The pandemic has great-
ly impacted my family,” she explained. 
“I used to go to the food pantry once a 
month and now I am going every oth-
er week. Between the pandemic, my job 
furlough and the storm, it’s been very 
challenging as a single mother raising 
two teenagers. My faith and daily prayer 
have been helping me get through each  
day.”

Through these trying times, Roem be-
lieves working at the food pantry has also 
brought the parish closer together. “I feel 
we are giving out more than bags filled 
with food. It’s a sense of belonging, letting 
people know we care about them and giv-
ing others faith and hope,” she said. “I be-
lieve we are all called to be caretakers of 
the Lord’s vineyard.”

Photos courtesy of St . Andrew Parish
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New homeless shelter to provide 
improved services for the community
By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

The Archdiocese of Newark will 
soon be getting a new state-of-the 
art homeless shelter in Jersey City 

that will provide greater resources and as-
sistance for the marginalized.

The new 60,000-square-foot building 
will be constructed across the street from 
St. Lucy’s Emergency Shelter, which is op-
erated by Catholic Charities. 

Since 1986, Catholic Charities has 
leased the Grove Street property from the 
archdiocese. The property consists of the 
former St. Lucy church building, rectory 
and school. The school is utilized as a 120-
bed homeless shelter for single men and 
women, and the former rectory serves as 
a transition home for those afflicted with 

AIDS. Five affordable housing units were 
also constructed across the street on the 
site of the former parish parking lot. In 
June 2008, the archdiocesan college of 
consultors agreed to once again extend 
the lease to Catholic Charities for an ad-
ditional 10 years. 

“The need for homeless [services] has 
grown,” said John Westervelt, chief exec-
utive officer of Catholic Charities. “We’re 
the only shelter in Jersey City, the largest 
in Hudson County and the oldest in the 
state of New Jersey.”

According to Steve Belloise, the exec-
utive director of the archdiocesan Office 
of Property Management, in September 
2015, the archdiocese conceptually ap-
proved an agreement between Catho-
lic Charities, the city of Jersey City and 
619 Grove Street Corporation, an LLC 

formed by devel-
opers, for the ex-
change of property 
and subsequent de-
velopment rights, 
pending zoning, 
historical and plan-
ning board approv-
al, which was ulti-
mately granted this 
past summer. 

The church side 
of the property 
will be sold to de-
velopers based on 
increased zoning 
density provided 
by the municipal-
ity of Jersey City, 
which has autho-
rized construction 
of 443 new mar-
ket-rate housing 

units, Belloise said. In turn, on the park-
ing lot side of the property, the develop-
ers will construct a new homeless shelter, 
which will be de-
signed by an ar-
chitect retained 
by Catholic Char-
ities who is fa-
miliar with their 
needs and pro-
gramming. 

“The setting 
will include 150 
beds, 14 units of 
transitional hous-
ing for men with 
HIV, five sup-
portive housing 
units for home-
less families and 
15 permanent 
affordable hous-
ing studios,” ex-
plained Wester-
velt, noting the 
bigger facility will 
also allow for more services and addi-
tional staff. “It’s a benefit for the homeless 
people for us to better assist them. And a 
positive for us to get people moved onto 
permanent housing, which is the ultimate  
goal.”

Construction of the new shelter is es-
timated to cost $15 million, which will 
be covered by the developers. The con-
tract stipulates that the new building will 
be completed prior to the razing of the 
current shelter location. The current res-
idents on the parking lot side will be relo-
cated nearby.

Westervelt pointed out that that was an 
important stipulation of the deal. “There’s 
no place for us to relocate if we don’t have 

the new building up and running right 
away,” he said. “Our building would be 
fully built before they touch across the 
street.” 

The property will be sub-divided. The 
developer will acquire the former church, 
rectory and school, of which each façade 
will be incorporated into the new de-
sign. The archdiocese will retain own-
ership of the parking lot side where the 

new shelter will be constructed and sub-
sequently leased to Catholic Charities for  
99 years. 

“I think overall they’ll be ecstatic to 
be in a new building with more services,” 
Westervelt said of the clients who will uti-
lize the facility. 

“Jersey City has been very supportive. 
The mayor has been very supportive. It’s 
going to be something the community 
will be proud of,” he added.

Groundbreaking is expected to take 
place before the end of this year. The new 
shelter is anticipated to open during the 
second half of 2022. Construction of the 
market-rate housing units should be com-
pleted during 2024. 

New cathedral rector reflects on celebrating Mass
Father Bismarck Chau, the new rector of the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart 

in Newark, recently reflected in a video on one of the things he loves about celebrating 
Mass: the people. “It’s beautiful to see that each Sunday the congregation is growing 
more and more,” he said.

Father Chau, who began the new role on Aug. 1, also described the Eucharist as the 
“summit of our faith,” and “the core of what we believe.”

Here is his entire reflection:
Q: What is one thing you love about celebrating Mass?
A: As a priest, I’ve been celebrating Mass every day, even during the lockdown. But 

there’s one thing that’s missing though: the people. But now it’s getting better. It’s beauti-
ful to see that each Sunday the congregation is growing more and more. But as a priest, 
I continue to celebrate the Eucharist and offer it for the people of God. To me, that has 
been a consolation that not being able to see their faces, not being able to be with them 
at the Eucharist, I bring them into my heart, and I offer them to the Lord. So, for me it 
has been a great blessing to be able to celebrate Mass for the congregation, whether in 
private or now as a community. But they are always in my heart.

Q: Why should we attend Mass?
A: The Eucharist is the summit of our faith, the core of what we believe and exist. It 

has been almost six months since the lockdown and many of us have not been able to go 
to church yet. Just remember that Christ is waiting for us. He’s waiting for you to come 
and become one with Him in truly receiving His body and blood. Maybe as we have 
been away from the church not being able to gather as a community, as a whole and en-
tire community, how hungry are you for the Lord? How hungry are you to receive Him 

and His body and blood—to be one with Him in that intimate relationship with Jesus, 
our Lord? I invite you, take courage. Come to church. Take all the necessary precautions 
to be safe. We are doing that for you. Jesus is waiting for you in the Eucharist. 

To view the video, visit www.rcan.org/news. 

Photos courtesy of Claremont Development
Rendering of the new St . Lucy Emergency Shelter 

Rendering of the new apartment building

Advocate photo-Jai Agnish
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COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group 
for persons experiencing same-sex attractions who 
desire to lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic 

teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call 201-220-3968 

(All calls confidential)

T H E  A F R I C A N  A R T  M U S E U M  
O F  T H E  S M A  F A T H E R S

~a bridge between cultures~

The Archdiocese of Newark 
takes very seriously any 
and all credible complaints 
of sexual misconduct by 
 members of the clergy, 
Religious and lay staff 
of the archdiocese.  We 
encourage anyone with 
knowledge of an act of 
sexual misconduct to 
inform the archdiocese 
immediately so that we 
may take appropriate 
action to protect others 
and provide support to 
victims of sexual abuse. 
Individuals who wish to 
report an allegation of 
sexual misconduct may do 
so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of 
Child and Youth 
Protection at  
(201) 407-3256.

HOW TO 
REPORT ABUSE

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey
(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895lili CC

HEALTHCARE

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM ART MUSEUM FUNERAL HOME

ANNOUNCEMENT

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes 
or assisted living. Family Care Placement, LLC provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.

Family Care Placement, LLC   has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and 
LI since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks. 

satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized placement services call 
Karen at (908)377-9375

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923Serving all 
communities 
for 67 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

The Directory and Almanac contains:
• Complete updated listing of chancery office personnel, parishes, 

pastors, parochial vicars, religious, deacons, and lay staff.

• Current information about Archdiocesan and parish-based elementary 
schools, high schools,colleges, seminaries, health institutions, religious 
communities.

• A historical update on our Archdiocese, including all previous and 
current Archbishops and bishops of Newark, county maps show parish locations.

TIME TO ORDER YOUR 2020 DIRECTORY & ALMANAC

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

City______________________________________State____ Zip_____________

Co./Org. __________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________ Fax  __________________________

Email______________________________________________________________

 Visa         MC         DISCOVER          AMEX Exp. Date___________

Credit Card #______________________________________________________

Authorized Signature_________________________________________________

Check #_________________________ Total Cost ________________________

(973) 497-4201 • Fax (973) 497-4192 E-mail: pearsoma@rcan.org

Please send me  
___________   copies 
of the 2020 edition of the 
Archdiocese of Newark 
Directory & Almanac at  
the publication price of  
$30 per book.  
Payment in advance is required. 
Make check/Money Order 
payable to: 
Advocate Publishing Corp.  
Mail order form & payment to 
Advocate Publishing Corp., 
P.O. Box 9500, 
Newark, NJ 07104-0500.

ADVOCATE
PUBLISHING
CORPORA T I ON

The Directory and Almanac is the best reference tool 
available for those who work within our local Church. 
 
Complete the order form and return it 
to the office of 
The Advocate Publishing Corp. 

$30 per copy.

___________

Archdiocese
of Newark

“The Rosary is a prayer that 
always accompanies me; 

it is also the prayer of the 

ordinary people and the saints... 

it is a prayer from my heart.”
- Pope Francis
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Gary S. Horan, FACHE
President and CEO

Trinitas Regional Medical 
Center

Elizabeth, NJ

Joseph E. Nyre, Ph.D.
President

Seton Hall University
South Orange, NJ

Sister Ann Marie Pierce, IHM
Chaplain (Retired)

Good Samaritan Hospital 
Medical Center
West Islip, NY

34th ANNUAL SOAR!
NEW YORK AWARDS GALA

Celebrating Religious Life and

Wednesday, September 16, 2O2O
7:OO PM EDT

For more information and to
pre-register for this event, go to

www.soar-usa.org/events

A VIRTUAL EVENT

All proceeds from this event will support the care 
of aging Catholic Sisters, Brothers and Priests

www.soar-usa.org
www.facebook.com/soarusa

Teens create mission close to home
By Jai Agnish
Communications Manager

When this year’s mission trip to eastern Kentucky was canceled due to the corona-
virus pandemic, teens at Little Flower Parish in Berkeley Heights decided to make their 
local community their mission instead.

For the past few weeks, several of the young adults from the parish have been volun-
teering to mow lawns, trim bushes, rake and paint. While it’s not exactly “Mission Pos-
sible Kentucky,” the experience is helping young volunteers live out discipleship locally, 
said Father Matthew Dooley, the parish’s parochial vicar, who organized the summer 
project. 

“Our hope is to help the teenagers appreciate the good work they do as stirrings of the 
Holy Spirit in their lives in addition to the volunteer work. That in giving of themselves, 
they are nurturing the fullness of who God desires them to be,” he said. 

Once Father Dooley put the word out on social media, the calls started coming in. 
The group’s first project was storm cleanup at an elderly couple’s home after Tropical
Storm Isaias moved through the area. While the work took about 35 minutes, the group 
spent another 35 minutes visiting with the couple on their backyard patio. 

“This powerful ministry of presence can be more valuable than the cleanup work,” 
Father Dooley said.

The idea was to respond primarily to the needs of seniors in the parish. However, 
groups of young adults also completed maintenance work at the parish center and paint-
ed for the town. Father Dooley celebrated Mass in the parish parking lot to kick off the 
workday at the parish center. 

Some teens struck up “pen pal” relationships with seniors. 
“Everybody likes a mission trip because it’s a week away. It’s fun,” Father Dooley said. 

“All those things are good, but you can do mission work at your home, too.”

Photos courtesy of Father Matthew Dooley



SACRED HEART CHURCH 

Sara Lucero, your parish family of
St. Anthony’s Northvale

celebrates the treasure
you are to all of us!

 Thank you for helping our children
To carry Jesus in our hearts.

Saint Cassian Parish
Upper Montclair

Honors our Director 
of Religious Education

Regina Sammon

Parish catechetical leaders find ways to teach faith from home
By Melissa McNally
Editor

Keeping faith alive during a pandemic 
can be challenging, especially for families 
with young children. Rising to the chal-
lenge are parish catechetical leaders tasked 
with helping to teach children about their 
Catholic faith.  

“The parish catechetical leaders had to 
switch very quickly to virtual learning,” 
explained Ron Pihokker, director of the 
Archdiocese of Newark Catechetical Of-
fice. “They have been very creative.”

Parish catechetical leaders typically do 
not meet during the summer. The Cat-
echetical Office arranges county meetings 
throughout the year and a two-day retreat 
in June. But during the pandemic, Pihok-
ker and his team organized monthly virtu-
al county meetings for catechetical leaders. 
The teachers were “at a loss,” he said, and 
needed more guidance during lockdown. 

“There was more cooperation and pres-
ence online,” he described. “They really hit 
the ground running.” 

Parish educators used programs includ-
ing Flipgrid, Google Classroom and Zoom 
to create unique learning experiences. 

Patty Rodriguez, associate director of 
catechist formation and enrichment for the 
archdiocese, echoed Pihokker’s sentiment.

“Accompanying the parish catechetical 
leaders throughout the archdiocese during 

this time has been truly lifegiving and fills 
me with hope for our Church,” she said. “It 
has been inspirational to witness their tire-
less efforts in serving their parish families. 
It is a joy and privilege to learn alongside 
them and offer them support as they are 
determined to overcome whatever chal-
lenges they encounter.”

Pihokker explained that religious ed-
ucation classes will remain remote for the 
fall. “We are all anxious to return to in-per-
son learning, but we are trying to not ex-
pose larger groups of kids to the virus,” he 
said. “Religious education programs draw 
kids from all different schools, heighten-
ing the risk of spreading the virus. Many 
of our catechists are older and some have 
compromised immune systems. We don’t 
want to endanger anyone for these brief 
sessions.”

The pandemic has been a tragedy, he 
stated, but also allowed for opportuni-
ties for families to become more involved 
in their children’s faith formation. “I of-
ten say that catechetics is a three-legged 
stool—the parish, school and family are 
all integral to educating children in faith. 
Catechetics can’t exist without the parents’ 
participation. At baptism, the family enters 
a contract to raise their children in faith,” 
he explained. “Virtual learning during the 
pandemic has provided an opportunity for 
both children and parents to share their 
faith together.” 

Cathy Hunt, director of religious ed-
ucation at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 
Ridgewood, joined with two other local 
parishes to participate in a week-long vir-
tual summer catechetical program. 

Hunt and her team collaborated with 
catechetical leaders Maryann Facciola and 
Michelle Torpey from St. Catharine Par-
ish in Glen Rock and Pat Keehaghan from 
Our Lady Mother of the Church in Wood-
cliff Lake. 

From June 24 through July 2, around 
800 children participated in the remote 
faith learning experience. Each day con-
sisted of a virtual classroom program with 
Zoom webinar lessons pre-recorded by 
their religious education teachers. There 
were also at-home components where each 
student and their families were asked to 
complete an activity together. Each parish’s 
priests also recorded an opening prayer for 
each day of the summer program.

“We wanted to do the program in an 
organized way,” Hunt explained. “During 
May and June, the six teachers recorded 
21 lessons on Flipgrid. Each child would 
watch three videos a day and participate in 
live virtual music classes. I had 115 kids in 
my class.”

Hunt heard positive feedback, especial-
ly about activities that encouraged partici-
pation from the whole family. Each student 
had a list of activities to choose from each 
day. Suggested tasks included baking cook-

ies for essential workers or playing a quiz 
game together. 

“We didn’t want it to seem like school,” 
Hunt said. “The children already had 
three months of online learning and we 
didn’t want to make them write too much. 
We wanted to create a fun, hands-on ap-
proach to learning. The parents got really 
involved.”

The summer program closed with lives-
treamed Mass at St. Catharine with all the 
directors of religious education participat-
ing. 

The three parishes plan to keep work-
ing together in the fall. The program will 
also be shared with other diocesan cat-
echetical leaders. “There’s no need to re-
invent the wheel,” Hunt explained. “Other 
parishes should be able to use your lessons 
and activities. The archdiocesan Catecheti-
cal Office did a really excellent job keeping 
us all connected during the pandemic.”

Colleen Jagde, director of religious edu-
cation at St. Anne Parish in Fair Lawn, has 
also kept in close contact with her students 
during quarantine.

“I was driven by the fear that people 
would lose touch with their faith,” she said. 

The parish provided YouTube videos 
of pre-recorded children’s Liturgy of the 
Word. Parish priests would recite the Gos-
pel and homily and send the videos to reli-
gious education families. 

“We had Together Tuesday where reli-
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St. John the Evangelist 
Church

treasures its  
catechists

and catechetical  
leaders!



We would like to express our sincere appreciation to all our  
volunteer catechists past and present for sharing their faith,  

time and skills in teaching our children at Holy Trinity Church to 
believe and grow in God’s love!

May the Lord’s blessings be upon them and their families  
now and forever!

Carmela Calabro Dell’Aquila- Catechist Religious Ed Coordinator

From Father Ed and the good parishioners of  
Holy Trinity Church of Fort Lee

Thank you for teaching our children!

Stephanie Sivulka
Mary Calabro

Joanna Polowitz
Joan Peragine

•
•
•

gious education students would meet with 
us virtually. We also sent out activities like 
a sacred scavenger hunt and a Bible dis-
cussion with their families. We thought of 
ways to keep that interest in their faith go-
ing,” Jagde said. 

With 600 students in its religious edu-
cation program, St. Anne Parish also sent 
out ideas for service projects, such as col-
lecting socks and dental supplies for Ber-
gen New Bridge Medical Center. The fam-
ilies also had a drive-by Mother’s Day and 
Father’s Day blessing. “We tried to keep 
people engaged with creative ideas to en-
courage faith dialogue at home,” Jagde ex-

plained. 
Along with the pastor and parish 

priests, she continued to meet virtually 
with “Tuesday’s Angels,” a group of parish-
ioners with developmental disabilities. 

“The group is from age 7-18. The re-
lationship they have with each other is so 
special that they had to continue meeting, 
even if it was via Zoom,” Jagde said.

She described how the pandemic 
caught everyone off guard. “At first, I was 
overwhelmed. It was important to stay 
connected with families, so I did a lot of 
livestreams.”

Now, there is a whole network of peo-

ple helping out, including a parishioner 
who volunteers to record the religious ed-
ucation videos. 

“With every challenge, there is a gift. I 
got to know people a lot better and learned 
how they deal with their everyday chal-
lenges. People have been living their faith 
a lot more through this crisis,” Jagde said. 

For many parishes, preparation for the 
sacraments continued remotely and in cre-
ative ways.

Back in March, Chi Aquino, director 
of religious education at St. Paul Parish in 
Ramsey, wasn’t sure what to do with her 
First Communion class. 

“It’s always one of the more joyful 
times,” she recalled.

Aquino received a list of addresses and, 
along with the parish priests, visited the 
students with posters and balloons. The 
priests blessed the children and families 
outside their homes. Out of the 120 First 
Communion families, about two thirds re-
quested visits over the two-day period. 

“It was far beyond what I had imag-
ined. We really needed that. We were all 
really down. Dealing with the uncertain-
ty of a pandemic gets exhausting,” she said. 
“Some of the families even got dressed up. 
The visits were so special. Sometimes the 
neighbors would come out to their drive-
ways and prayed with us.” 

“The priests were so joyful,” Aquino 
continued. “Who would’ve thought that 
spending just five minutes with parishio-
ners would cause such a reaction?”

Aquino is in her third year at St. Paul 

Parish, which has about 1,000 students 
enrolled in religious education. She went 
from putting together a monthly newslet-
ter to sending it weekly during the pan-
demic.

“I wanted them to know that we are still 
here,” she said. 

Aquino also relied on another way to 
stay connected. “I love talking with fam-
ilies over the phone. It’s so simple, just a 
conversation, but you hear a whole wide 
range of struggles,” she explained. “Some 
people haven’t really left the house much 
because they live with elderly family mem-
bers. My husband, who is a pastry chef, 
hasn’t been able to work since March. We 
thank God that we have the Church when 
things get hard.”

Aquino is excited for the year ahead. 
St. Paul plans to host Adoration nights 
with praise and worship music for middle 
school families. The church will set up for 
social distancing with pre-registration to 
manage the numbers.  

On Catechetical Sunday, which is Sept. 
20, families will pick up books at St. Paul, 
and the family project for the month will 
be holy water fonts for their at-home 
prayer space. She also plans to create a gi-
ant chalk rosary to walk through and pray, 
ending with an outdoor Mass and a so-
cially distanced pizza party in the church 
parking lot. 

Later this fall, the archdiocesan Cat-
echetical Office will host the annual Cate-
chist Convocation virtually from Nov. 6-8 
in both Spanish and English.

Photo courtesy of Colleen Jagde
The Cevallos family, parishioners at St. Anne Parish in Fair Lawn, made cards for 
health care workers at St. Joseph Medical Center in Paterson. The project was one 
of the activities the parish catechetical leaders created for their students.
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“No vocation is born of itself or lived for itself.  
A vocation flows from the heart of God and blooms 
in the good soil of faithful people, in the experience 

of fraternal love”
Pope Francis

“May God continue to bless the Catechists  
and Parish Catechetical Leaders throughout  

the Archdiocese of Newark.”

Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. McDade, 
Vicar for Education/Interim Superintendent, 
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Thank you for the catechists who 
shine the light of faith and share the 
joy of the Gospel with our students 

and families. 

Saint Catharine’s, Glen Rock

Thank You 
Sr. Patricia Dunham, M.P. F. and 

the entire Catechetical Staff!
May the Lord Bless you for sharing 

the Faith with our Religious 
Education Students.

Holy Family
Nutley-Belleville

Salesian Sisters to offer 
virtual ‘playground’

Submitted photo

The Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco will be offering a “virtual oratory” every 
Saturday beginning Sept. 19 from 2-4 p.m. for children ages 6 through 14. 

The Salesian-style oratory was originated by St. John Bosco in Ita-
ly and has traditionally been a place where young people can come to play, pray 
and grow in their relationship with God and one another. Since many in-person 
programs are being postponed or modified, the sisters are adapting the concept  
online.

The sessions will give young people across the country a chance to meet new 
friends, play games, pray together and engage in wholesome activities through 
Zoom while guided by the sisters.

Each oratory will begin with 
prayer, games, singing and an or-
atory pledge. Breakout group ses-
sions will follow, including such ac-
tivities as virtual field trips and trivia  
games. 

The sisters are building on the 
success they had in offering their 
first-ever virtual summer camp. The 
positive reaction from parents en-
couraged the Salesians and high-
lighted a need for more programs 
to keep young people engaged in 
their faith during these uncertain  
times.

Registration is open and 
there is no cost to participate. To  
sign up, visit: www.salesiansisters.
org/weekly-virtual-oratory or email  
salesiansisterscamp@gmail.com. 
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OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 

—  PASTOR —

Reverend Victor E. Paloma, pastor of 
Our Lady of Victories in Jersey City, 
has been granted an extension to 

his pastorate, ending June 30, 2021 .

— ADMINISTRATORS —

Reverend Tadeusz Jank has 
been appointed administrator of 

Guardian Angel Parish in Allendale, 
effective Sept . 15 .

Very Reverend Marc Vicari, V.F., 
has been appointed temporary 
administrator of St . Anthony of 

Padua Parish in Belleville, effective 
Aug . 26 .

— PAROCHIAL VICARS —

Reverend Joseph Montes De Oca 
has been appointed parochial vicar 

of St . Catherine of Siena Parish in 
Hillside, effective Sept . 1 .

Reverend Miroslaw Kusibab has 
been appointed parochial vicar of 
St . Genevieve Parish in Elizabeth, 

effective Sept . 15 .

Reverend Marco T. Marroquin has 
been appointed parochial vicar 

of St . Anthony of Padua Parish in 
Elizabeth, effective Sept . 1 .

CARDINAL JOSEPH W. TOBIN, C.SS.R., HAS ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS:

Reverend Ralph Siendo has been 
appointed parochial vicar at St . 

Mary Parish in Nutley, effective Sept . 
1 .

— CHAPLAIN/PAROCHIAL VICAR —

Reverend Matthew R. Dooley has 
been appointed part-time chaplain 

of Oratory Preparatory School in 
Summit, effective Sept . 1, while he 

continues at Little Flower Parish 
in Berkeley Heights as part-time 

parochial vicar .

— RELEASED —

Reverend Marco Pacciana has 
had his release to the Diocese of 
Bridgeport, Conn ., extended for a 
period of three years, beginning 
Aug . 1 and ending Aug . 1, 2023 .

Reverend Raul Silva has had his 
release to the Diocese of Winona, 

Minn ., extended for a period of 
three years, ending July 1, 2023 .

— ITINERANCY —

Reverend Giuseppe Fedele has had 
his release for itinerancy extended 
for a period of three years, ending 

July 1, 2023 .

Hispanic Heritage Month 
celebration

To celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
Month, the Scholarship Fund for In-
ner-City Children (SFIC) is hosting an 
outdoor lunch and concert. The event 
will take place on Sept. 19 at 1 p.m. un-
derneath a decorated tent at St. Michael 
School in Newark. 

The celebration will feature the band 
Orquesta Yanikeke, which will play mu-
sic from various genres that define the 
South American, Caribbean and Cen-
tral American music scene. Additional-
ly, Dr. Linda Cerino, the principal of St. 
Michael School, will also announce a 
student winner of the Bishop Michael A. 
Saporito Scholarship, a scholarship for a 
Hispanic/Latino student to attend St. 
Benedict’s Prep in Newark. 

“We are excited to come together with 
the community to celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month,” said Barbara Cortes, 
director of Special Events and Commu-
nity Development for SFIC. “This event 
is a way to celebrate the diverse Hispanic 
and Latino communities that are an in-
tegral part of this local area, while also 
highlighting the importance that edu-
cation has played in the success of these  
families.” 

Tickets are $10. Due to social gath-
ering regulations, space and total guests 
are limited. Registration is required, and 
masks are mandatory for entry. 

For more information, visit www.sf-
icnj.org, email miguel.flores@rcan.org or 
call 973-497-4184.

Photos courtesy of Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish
Nearly 200 people attended Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish’s outdoor feast day 
Mass at Grundy Pier in Jersey City with a spectacular view of New York City as the 
backdrop . For some, the Aug . 22 celebration was their first time returning to Mass 
since the lockdown . Bishop Gregory J . Studerus, who celebrated the Mass with the 
church’s pastor, Father Bryan E . Page, said it was a wonderful experience on the 
waterfront . Parishioners brought chairs and the pier was marked to promote social 
distancing . To view more photos, visit www .olcjc .org/news .



our children at the same school.” 
Fortunately, they found out about No-

tre Dame Academy in Palisades Park. 
While they were in the process of sched-
uling a tour of the school, the Rundles, 
along with many other families and busi-
ness owners throughout Bergen County, 
lost power due to Tropical Storm Isaias. 

“My wife called the school, and we were 
so happy they responded right away with 
open arms. We met with the vice princi-
pal, who took us on a tour of the school 
by flashlight because of power outages,” 
Tom said. “We were all very happy with 
the school’s technology, curriculum, class-
rooms and especially the sports programs 
because my three sons were very active on 
St. Joseph’s basketball team.”   

To date, Notre Dame Academy has en-
rolled 50 former St. Joseph’s Academy stu-
dents. Families affected by the closures are 
receiving transition assistance from the 
Archdiocese of Newark, including tuition 
assistance for the 2020-2021 school year.

“The closing of any of our Catholic 
Schools is difficult. It is like the loss of a 
family,” said Mark Valvano, the princi-
pal of Notre Dame Academy. “I taught at 
a school that closed prior to becoming a 
Catholic school principal, so I know how 
hard it can be.”

Continued from page 1 

New home enrolled to start orientation 
week for the new school year 
on Sept. 8. 

“We are pleased with the 
way everything worked out,” 
said Tom. “My sons know 
some of the other students en-
rolled, which makes it easier 
for them to start a new school 
year at a brand-new school. My 
wife and I also already know 
several parents, and this sup-
port has been helpful. It was 
just such a relief during this 
transition that we were able to 
place all three of our kids in the 
same school.”

Their older son, Thom-
as, expressed his satisfaction 
with the outcome of their sit-
uation. “I feel happy about 
my new school and excited to 
make new friends and meet 
new teachers. It’s also great that 
some of my friends from St. Jo-
seph’s Academy are also going 

to be able to graduate from eighth grade 
with me.” 

Mona explained that as sad as they ini-
tially felt after hearing the news about St. 
Joseph’s Academy, they now are excited to 
begin a new school year. They are grateful 
that Notre Dame Academy has welcomed 
them with open arms. “We put our trust 
and faith in the Lord’s hands. After a lot of 
prayers, we are relieved and blessed with 
the outcome,” she said. “God is good!”

He added, “Our goal at Notre Dame 
Academy these past few weeks is to help 
bring as many families into our school 
family as possible so that their children 
can continue to grow and flourish in a 
faith-filled Catholic school environment.” 

Eric Reid, Notre Dame Academy’s vice 
principal and athletic director, described 
the importance of the school’s faith and 
family-centered values. “One of the things 
that has always made our Catholic schools 

so special is the sense of family that is built 
by being part of a community of faith. 
That is why it is so difficult when any 
of our schools close,” he said. “At Notre 
Dame Academy, we are working hard to 
make sure we can keep these children in 
Catholic schools and welcome their fami-
lies as new members of our family.” 

On Aug. 11, the Rundles received the 
excellent news from Notre Dame Acad-
emy that all three of their children were 

Photo courtesy of the Rundle family
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Photos courtesy of St . Joseph School
St . Joseph School in Oradell sponsored a safe, socially distant outdoor 
ice cream social ahead of the new school year . Students and their families 
had the opportunity to meet their teachers and classmates while enjoying 
a sweet treat . 
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New principals prepare for school year 
during ever-evolving pandemic
By Melissa McNally 
Editor

Gearing up for a new academic year 
is stressful for any new principal. 
This year in particular, the admin-

istrators are tasked with keeping students, 
faculty and parents safe in the middle of a 
global health crisis. 

Glenn Clark, former principal of  
the Academy 
of St. Therese 
in Cresskill, is  
now heading St.  
Peter Academy 
in River Edge, 
which reopens 
Sept. 9.

“We put a 
lot of work in 
to reopening 
with our stu-
dents in the 
classrooms,” he 
explained. 

Several pre-
emptive measures were put in place by 
Clark and his staff. Students and facul-
ty will have their temperatures checked 
before entering the building each day. 
Dismissal will be staggered with dif-

ferent entrance and exit points. All the 
high-traffic areas in the school will be 
disinfected three times per day with an-
other deep cleaning every night. All stu-
dents are required to wear face masks and 
will avoid changing classrooms for each  
subject.

Each class will also be livestreamed for 
students opting to stay home. The school 
held a test-run of its technology capabili-
ties before reopening. 

Out of the 173 students enrolled for 
the fall, Clark noted that only 10 percent 
of them will be exclusively learning re-
motely. Preschool and kindergarten stu-
dents, however, will not have classes avail-
able online.

“The parents and teachers are all on 
board with the adjustments,” Clark said. 
“We are beginning the school day earlier 
so that everyone can have their tempera-
tures checked, which means that teachers 
have to be here even earlier.”

He expressed confidence in the school’s 
ability to flourish during these uncertain 
times.

“Through this pandemic and at all 
times, St. Peter Academy is committed to 
the ministry of Catholic education and 
in supporting our students’ faith forma-
tion and development,” Clark said. “We 

want to celebrate each child as an indi-
vidual creation of God. We can deal with 
COVID-19 together.”

Our Lady of the Lake School in Ve-
rona, with around 217 students enrolled, 
has adopted a hybrid model.

The students are separated into two 
groups, alternating between remote and 
in-school learning. On Wednesdays, all 
students will participate in at-home learn-
ing. When students are home, they will 
join the classroom through synchronous, 
livestream instruction via videoconfer-
ence.

According to the new principal, Jim 
Carlo, the hy-
brid schedule 
is better suit-
ed for the larg-
er school. For-
merly principal 
of Transfigura-
tion Academy 
in Bergenfield, 
he had to 
quickly adjust 
to the larger 
setting. 

“It’s been chal- 
lenging to get 
to know the 

school and teachers in such a short period 
of time,” Carlo explained. “We [kept] the 
parents’ considerations in mind and ev-
eryone seems to be comfortable with this 
plan.”

Parents who chose to exclusive-
ly have their children attend school re-
motely can opt to switch to in-person 
learning on Nov. 25. Parents with chil-
dren in school can also decide to change 
to remote learning at any time, Carlo  
said.

“I want everyone—the students, par-
ents and staff—to feel safe and secure. If 
everyone is afraid to be in school, it can be 
a blockade for learning,” he noted.

Carlo believes students are quite adapt-
able and that they are excited to see their 
friends again. 

“In the spring, it was exciting for them 
to be at home. Now, I really think the kids 

want to be in school. We’re trying to retain 
as much normalcy as possible,” he said.

Joel Castillo, principal at St.  
Bartholomew 
Academy, is the 
former princi-
pal of Academy 
of Our Lady of 
Peace in New 
Providence. He 
also jumped 
right in to cre-
ate a reopening 
plan. 

The re-entry 
committee he 
assembled over 
the summer in-

cluded Assistant Principal Janet Ramos, 
three faculty members and two parents 
with experience in the medical field. The 
team consulted various state and archdi-
ocesan guidelines along with several med-
ical journals. 

“We want the faculty and staff to feel 
safe along with the children,” Castillo ex-
plained. “We want to put the faculty at 
ease so that they can focus teaching the 
kids.”

Some of the new protections include 
a COVID-19 triage on every floor, a full-
time nurse, masks and shields provid-
ed to all faculty and a protective barrier 
between the teachers’ desks and the stu-
dents. 

About 15 percent of the 235 children 
enrolled at St. Bartholomew Academy 
will attend remotely. Castillo explained 
that the teachers will be “doubly focused” 
on both methods of learning.

“In this new normal, we can still have 
some of the school’s traditions and sense 
of community, but we have to be creative,” 
the principal said. For example, he plans 
to have the annual Halloween celebration 
outside and tents are being constructed so 
some of the students can eat lunch out-
doors.

Castillo and his staff have been flexi-
ble to the ever-changing rules to begin 
the academic year. He calls it a “team ef-
fort” aided by the “blessed donations” of  
families. 

“[Catholic education] is a ministry—
that’s why we are all here,” Castillo said. 
“We want to be an example for the chil-
dren so they grow up in faith and when 
they leave, they will continue to be faithful 
Catholics.” 

Glenn Clark

Jim Carlo

Joel Castillo

Photo courtesy of St . Joseph Regional High School
St . Joseph Regional High School in Montvale recently welcomed students back 
to campus for the first time in almost six months . With a detailed plan in place, 
the school is guaranteeing that in any 15-day period, students will have 10 
face-to-face instructional days and be with their classmates at multiple points 
in the cycle . “While we certainly do not have all the answers, our goal is to work 
to the best of our ability to ensure both the safety and most sound educational 
experience for our students,” said President Kevin McNulty . 

New Principals (2020-2021)
Academy of the Most Blessed Sacrament, Franklin Lakes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leo Conwell
Corpus Christi School, Hasbrouck Heights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jason Feliciano 
Our Lady of Mercy Academy, Park Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Michelle Powrie
St . Peter Academy, River Edge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glenn Clark 
Aquinas Academy, Livingston  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eileen O’Neill
Our Lady of the Lake School, Verona  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Carlo  
St . Aloysius Elementary Academy, Jersey City  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jorge Rivera
Our Lady of Czestochowa School, Jersey City  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Keating*
Academy of Our Lady of Peace, New Providence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kelly Hart, Ed .D .
St . Joseph the Carpenter School, Roselle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patricia Cymbaluk
St . Bartholomew Academy, Scotch Plains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joel Castillo

*interim  
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Think.Think. Lead. Serve. Lead. Serve.
OPEN HOUSE

Sun, Sept. 27
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Wed, Nov. 4
6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Class of 2020
• College Destinations include: Brown, Bucknell, 
   Georgetown, Holy Cross, Lehigh, Lafayette,
   Notre Dame, UPenn, Princeton, Renssalaer, Vassar

• $21.86M in scholarship offers ($168,063 average)

• 25% earned service awards, avg. 72 volunteer hours
• Montclair State Theater (Winner, Best Lead Actor)
• NJ.com/Star Ledger State Ranking
   (#5 Football, #9 Wrestling, #10 Hockey, #15 Basketball)

BE STRONG. BE PROUD. BE A LION.  

ROSELLE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

BE STRONG. BE PROUD. 

BE A CHAMPION.
In the Classroom In the CommunityOn the Court

DISCOVER THE

LION IN YOU 
CONTACT THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE AT (908) 245-2350

APPLY ONLINE AT  ROSELLECATHOLIC.ORG

Holy Angels reopens with hybrid instructional model
DEMAREST—After many months of 

collaboration with a special task force, the 
Academy of the Holy Angels’ administra-
tion opted to reopen the campus on Sept. 
9. The Academy’s new hybrid instruc-
tional model blends in-school and at-
home learning to emphasize COVID-19 
health and safety measures and maximize 
student engagement.

“I believe Holy Angels is well posi-
tioned to begin the 2020-21 school year,” 
said President Melinda A. Hanlon, ex-
pressing the importance of personal re-
sponsibility among every member of the 
school community. “We look forward to a 
successful partnership with students and 
their families.”

Every other school day, 50 percent 
of the students attend in-person classes 
on campus and 50 percent receive syn-
chronous learning from home via Goo-
gle Meet or Zoom. Students are assigned 
to Team Theresa or Team Caroline, so 
they know which days to report to cam-
pus. Team Theresa is named for Blessed 
Mother Theresa Gerhardinger, found-
ress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
who sponsor the school. Team Caroline is 
named for Mother Caroline Friess, direc-
tor of the School Sisters in America. 

While they are on campus, students 
are able to establish working relationships 
with teachers, receive critical services and 
can socialize with classmates. When stu-

dents study from home, 
they are able to maintain a 
consistent schedule and re-
main engaged for the full 
school day.

“The plan to return to 
in-person classes is aligned 
with New Jersey Gover-
nor Phil Murphy’s and the 
NJ Department of Educa-
tion’s guidelines shared in 
mid-July,” Principal Jean 
Miller explained. “The plan 
also follows the Centers for 
Disease Control guidelines 
for health and safety. Our 
task force, comprised of ad-
ministrators, teachers, staff, 
parents, doctors, nurses 
and maintenance person-
nel, worked throughout the 
summer to evaluate sched-
ule possibilities and safety 
precautions that would best 
serve our community.”

The academy’s class-
rooms were outfitted with 
plexiglass partitions and reconfigured to 
permit appropriate social distancing of at 
least six feet. In addition, air conditioning 
was installed in the main school building.

Holy Angels has also implemented a 
cashless dining option. Students and staff 
can go online and load funds onto their 

ID badges to make purchases. A boxed 
lunch service is available, and spaced 
seating is offered inside and outside the 
building.

AHA’s 2020-21 theme also reflects the 
importance of taking responsibility for 
others’ well-being.

“‘Sharing our love, faith and hope’ is 
from the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
Constitution,” Hanlon said. “We chose 
this theme at a time when we are recom-
mitting ourselves to build greater equity 
and inclusivity within the Holy Angels 
community.”

Photo courtesy of Holy Angels
Principal Jean Miller (left) and Dean of Academics Francesca Tambone-Puzio (right) welcome 
students back to the Holy Angels campus .
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Discover how IHA empowers girls through excellence in academics, including a robust STEM 
curriculum, athletics, the arts, Christian Service, and much more. Do you belong @theheart?

IHA Fall Open Houses

500 Van Emburgh Avenue • Township of Washington, NJ 07676
@theIHANJ @attheheart ImmaculateHeartAcademy

Sunday, Oct. 25, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. • Thursday, Oct. 29, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Please check ihanj.com for possible adjustments to our Open Houses
due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Photos courtesy of Aquinas Academy 
Aquinas Academy in Livingston recently held a “Blessing of the Backpacks” with Msgr. Robert J. Fuhrman, pastor of St. Philomena Parish. “I felt it was important to 
bring our school community together in a positive way to prepare for our next year together. I appreciate the opportunity to make the student connection with our 
pastor, as he plays an integral part of our Aquinas community,” Principal Eileen O’Neill said. Msgr. Fuhrman prayed for the students’ health, safety and success in their 
academic studies. “At Aquinas, we believe strongly in learning with purpose, leading with character and loving one another,” O’Neill added.



• Provide a college preparatory educational 
program based on religious beliefs and values.

• Enable students to grow in their understanding  
of themselves, their relationship with God and 
their relationships with others.

• Offer a community environment where students 
embrace a love of learning by honing their skills 
to the best of their God-given talents.

• Help our students acquire knowledge and 
develop skills necessary for success in higher 
educational

• pursuits in a wide range of careers.

• Have a 100% graduation rate.

Bergen County
Open House Schedule 2020-2021

Academy of the Holy Angels    4 October
holyangels.org  11 November

Immaculate Conception High School  15 October
ichslodi.org  25 October

Saint Joseph Regional High School  27 September
saintjosephregional.org     4 November 

Bergen Catholic High School  20 September
bergencatholic.org   27 October   

Paramus Catholic Regional High School  27 September
paramuscatholic.com   27 October

Don Bosco Preparatory High School   24 September
donboscoprep.org  25 October

Saint Mary High School  27 September
stmaryhs.org   20 October
  27 April

Immaculate Heart Academy   25 October
ihanj.com   29 October
   29 April

Due to COVID-19, the HSPT Test  
will not be a part of the  
Cooperative Admissions  

Program for the 2020-2021  
admissions year.

VISIT  
CATHOLICSCHOOLSNJ.ORG  

FOR UPDATES

Hudson County
Open House Schedule 2020-2021

Hudson Catholic Regional High School  11 October
hudsoncatholic.org  24 January

Saint Dominic Academy  18 October
stdominicacad.com       21 October

Saint Peter’s Preparatory School  18 October
spprep.org        2  May

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION LISTING

The Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
SERVING BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON AND UNION COUNTIES

Office of the Superintendent of Schools
171 Clifton Avenue • Newark, New Jersey 07104-0500
973-497-4260 • catholicschoolsnj.org

Due to the health crisis, open house 
dates are subject to change.    

Please visit the high school’s website 
for further information.



Union County
Open House Schedule 2020-2021

Mother Seton Regional High School 25 October
motherseton.org 

Roselle Catholic Regional High School 18 October
rosellecatholic.org 24 January 

Union Catholic Regional High School   7 October
unioncatholic.org 21 April

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child   Visit Website
oakknoll.org   for Dates

Oratory Preparatory School   4 October
oratoryprep.org 29 October

Koinonia Academy                                 Contact School
koinoniaacademy.org   for Dates

Essex County
Open House Schedule 2020-2021

Mount Saint Dominic Academy   1  October
msdacademy.org 25  October
 15  April

Immaculate Conception High School   Contact School
ichspride.org    for Dates

Saint Benedict’s Preparatory School  10  October
sbp.org   14  November
 12  December

Saint Vincent Academy   7  October
svanj.org 18  October
   1  November

Seton Hall Preparatory School   1  November
shp.org 

Lacordaire Academy 18  October
lacordaireacademy.com   4  February

G 2020-2021

FOR MORE INFORMATION

call (973) 497-4260
catholicschoolsnj.org/       #COOPExamNJ

THE EDUCATION THAT OPENS 
HEARTS, MINDS AND DOORS
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ALL ACADEMY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, October 18th

FUTURE FRESHMAN SESSION 
Thursday, October 29th

ALL ACADEMY INFORMATION SESSION
Wednesday, December 2nd

Register for these events at  
www.lacordaireacademy.com  

or call Admissions 973-744-1156 x12

155 Lorraine Avenue • Upper Montclair

Suburban Essex

Gold Winner

2019

VOTED BEST 
PRIVATE SCHOOL

5 YEARS IN A ROW
LACORDAIRE ACADEMY 

The Learning Continues!

Sponsored by the Sisters of Saint Dominic of Caldwell
Upper School • All Women 9-12 • Lower/Middle School • Coed PreK-8

Koinonia Academy transitions to a new model of education
PLAINFIELD—After evaluating its ac-

ademic approach over the last two years, 
Koinonia Academy, a pre-K through 12th-
grade school, has transitioned the curric-
ulum to a Catholic classical liberal arts 
model for in-person instruction this fall.

A 2017 Hechinger report states that, 
“The vast majority of public two- and four-
year colleges report enrolling students—
more than half a million of them—who 
are not ready for college-level work.” 

According to the Yale Center for Emo-
tional Intelligence and the Yale Child 
Study Center, 50-75 percent of high school 
students said they are either stressed or 
very stressed, and an average of 75 percent 
reported being bored.

Koinonia aims to eliminate “busy-
work” and allow students to learn to think 
and learn in an academically rigorous pro-
gram that proceeds at a natural pace.

A Catholic classical liberal arts educa-
tion goes one step further by ensuring that 
students are not only formed academically 
but they are also formed emotionally and 
spiritually, meaning the whole person is 
being educated. 

A classical education is the term de-
veloped for the form of education devel-
oped during the Renaissance, and was in-
fluenced by St. Thomas Aquinas. It’s called 
a liberal education because students learn 
about the breadth and depth of educa-
tion—from literature to the arts and the 
sciences, from mathematics to logic. 

A classical liberal education asks stu-
dents to learn to think for themselves. By 
discussing and learning to ask the right 
questions, students can develop a deep 
understanding of their subjects and the is-
sues facing our world today. 

The classical model is founded on a 
three-part process of training. In gram-
mar school, students absorb facts and 
learn to explore history, science and lit-

erature. In middle school, students learn 
to think through arguments and begin to 
study logic as they read, hear and experi-
ence more challenging materials. In high 
school, students learn to express them-
selves and communicate effectively in 
writing, logic, the arts, mathematics, sci-
ence and speech. This three-step process is 
called the trivium.Photos courtesy of Koinonia Academy

This process also means that students 
with special needs can be immersed in a 
subject and be challenged while not being 
overwhelmed with materials they might 
struggle to follow.

For more information about the new 
curriculum, contact Burk Ohbayashi, di-
rector of Admissions, at admissions@koi-
noniacademy.org.
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DISCOVER YOU

Caldwell, NJ

“Best Value College”
for Regional Universities
in the North by
U.S. News & World Report

RANKED #1 IN NEW JERSEY

•  31 Nationally Acclaimed Undergraduate Majors

•  One of the Lowest Cost Private Universities  
in New Jersey

•  98% of Recent Graduates are Employed,  
in Graduate School or Participating in a  
Service Project

NEW Majors
• Computer Science 
• Esports Management
• Healthcare Administration
• Sport Management

Virtual oPEN HousE

oct 17 • NoV 21
caldwell.edu/connectvirtually

Oak Knoll unveils options for fall
SUMMIT—Investing more than 

$600,000 in hygiene and facilities up-
grades, Oak Knoll School of the Holy 
Child has been committed to returning 
to campus in a safe and appropriate man-
ner. 

Oak Knoll is offering students and 
families a choice. The in-person option 
comes with highly detailed safety proto-
cols, while the remote option offers stu-
dents opportunities to attend classes live 
from home. 

Families will be able to choose the 
learning method they prefer for several 
five-week sessions throughout the year.

“I wanted to organize the learning op-
tions in more manageable periods, be-
cause our now COVID-19 world keeps 
pivoting and changing, which means we 
need to pivot along with it,” said Head of 
School Timothy J. Saburn.

Saburn, who appointed a school re-
opening task force in May, explained that 
it is highly possible that Oak Knoll may 
have to move from the hybrid in-person/
remote model to the all-virtual model 
and back again before achieving a fully 
face-to-face program with precautions.

“Our families understand that this has 
been an incredibly fluid situation since 
March and the conditions and circum-
stances are constantly changing,” Saburn 
said. “They know that we are continuing 
to abide by CDC and NJDOE recommen-
dations and requirements, and we will be 
aligned with Governor Murphy’s regula-

Photo courtesy of Oak Knoll

tions in order to keep them safe.”
Over the summer, Oak Knoll made 

several improvements to the school cam-
pus, including the addition of classroom 
cameras, touchless sinks and toilets, 
touchless hand-washing stations, UV 
light sanitizers, HVAC enhancements to 
control air quality and plexiglass dividers 
to separate students.

“We have spent countless hours and 
resources developing these plans, having 
them reviewed by the school doctor and 
counsel, conferring with area colleagues 
from the New Jersey Association of In-
dependent Schools and Holy Child Net-
work on their procedures and protocols, 
all to ensure the safety and health of our 
students, faculty, staff and administra-
tors,” said Saburn.

Oak Knoll’s small class sizes have en-
abled the school to remain open on a full-
day schedule while providing a safe envi-
ronment.

“Our already small community has af-
forded us the flexibility to still open while 
larger schools have to be on split days for 
partial weeks,” said Jennifer G. Landis, 
associate head of school. “Our goal has 
been to ensure the space we have is as safe 
as possible for our students to return and 
to also provide our teachers with work-
ing spaces that protect them. Our unique 
schedule limits transitions and provides 
for sustained periods of instruction that 
we know is conducive to an engaging and 
productive learning experience.”
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Photos courtesy of Oratory Prep 
Oratory Prep School hosted an orientation for new students on Sept . 1 . Located 
in Summit, the all-boys high school has 71 freshmen enrolled . With a total of 386 
students, it is the largest overall school enrollment to date . During orientation, 
students were briefed on new COVID-19 protocols; met student ambassadors, 
who answered questions and provided tours of the buildings; and had technol-
ogy training sessions . Upper classmen had their orientations on separate days . 
The school will operate in-person five days a week with about 10 percent of stu-
dents opting for remote instruction for the first quarter . Classroom desks will be 
spaced six feet apart, and the school will use its gyms for additional class space . 
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PC Strong: Paramus Catholic welcomes students back to campus
Paramus Catholic High School fac-

ulty, students and families are re-
turning to school amid the chal-

lenges of the pandemic with “PC Strong” 
spirit.

Preparations for the new school year 
started early. “Suspecting that something 
was coming, our administrative team got 
together for a day right before the state-
wide shutdown in March to begin plan-

ning for virtual learning,” said Principal 
Dr. Stephanie Macaluso. “We then began 
developing our detailed plan in June after 
the New Jersey Board of Education issued 
its reopening guidance.”

According to Macaluso, herself a 
mother of four children, “I considered 
how I and my own children would want 
to go back, and as we put our plan to-
gether, our focus was on ensuring that 
students, families and faculty returned to 
our school with ease and comfort.” 

After a survey of the school’s families 
in July revealed that nearly two-thirds 
preferred in-school instruction but that 
some felt some level of discomfort with 
that option, “we knew that if we put a 
thoughtful, robust reopening plan to-
gether, we could help make them more 
comfortable,” she said.

In response, the team developed its 
plan by conceptually walking through the 
whole day as a student. “It begins with a 
three-tiered temperature check process: 
the first screening occurs at home, the 
second happens on the bus and the third 
happens as students and faculty enter the 
school building,” Macaluso explained. 

The reopening plan was designed to 
limit exposure and curtail communal ac-
tivities, like sharing cell phones, in the 
students’ best interests. Supplies of face 
shields and N95 masks will be available 
to faculty members who request them.

Based on the school’s 
large student body of more 
than 1,100 students, along 
with its 126 faculty mem-
bers, Paramus Catholic is 
offering a blended plan that 
rotates students between 
in-person and virtual in-
struction every three days. 

“For example, half of 
the students will come to 
school for three days while 
the other half learns vir-
tually and then vice versa. 
[It] was the only way for 
us to distance desks six feet 
apart with this many stu-
dents and faculty,” Maca-
luso said, noting that fam-
ilies can also opt for a 100 
percent virtual curriculum 
enabled through camera 
access within a secure system. The en-
tire school will work remotely for the first 
four Fridays.

“We have an amazing team of facul-
ty members who have a passion for ed-
ucation and we offer a high-quality ed-
ucation virtually or in-person, based on 
the strength of our curriculum,” she said, 
noting that the school is fully prepared 
to go all virtual in a heartbeat should 
the need arise or state executive orders  
dictate. Principal Dr. Stephanie Macaluso

As a former biology teacher, Macaluso 
said she is excited about the start of the 
new school year following the challenges 
of the past few months. 

“It will be so nice to see our students 
in the building and out on the playing 
field again,” she said. “We know that we’ve 
met all of the requirements necessary to 
reopen with enthusiasm and confidence, 
and we can’t wait to see young people on 
our campus again. They illuminate every-
thing.”

Photos courtesy of Paramus Catholic
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As one senior class heads to college, the next one gets ready
NEWARK—There really is no rest 

for the college guidance counselors at St. 
Benedict’s Prep.

While COVID-19 disrupted or halt-
ed college guidance at high schools 
across the country, the team at St. Ben-

edict’s Prep doubled down. Dean of 
College Guidance/Seniors Didier Jean-
Baptiste and College Placement Coun-
selor Jacob Drill split the 134-mem-
ber senior class in half and, for 2 1/2 
months via Zoom and Google Meets, 

accompanied the Class of 2020 to final 
college decisions and other post-gradu-
ation plans.

College acceptance letters were roll-
ing in when the pandemic closed ev-
erything down in mid-March. It is a 

very critical time in 
the college applica-
tion process, espe-
cially since financ-
es factor greatly 
into student deci-
sions. “Usually we 
review the finan-
cial aid award no-
tification letters in 
person,” said Jean-
Baptiste. “We did it 
all online this year 
to make sure stu-
dents understand 
the difference be-
tween things like 
direct and indirect 
costs. We want to 
make sure they 
make the smartest 
decision for them.”

The fact that 
many colleges and 
universities extend-
ed decision day to 
June 1 meant the 

college guidance team was conferring 
with one class of seniors while gearing 
up for the next.

St. Benedict’s Summer Phase pro-
gram, where seniors begin preparation 
for the college application process, be-
gan virtually on July 6. The class is taught 
by Jean-Baptiste, Drill, history teacher 
Susanne Mueller and Managing Editor 
of Advancement Publications Noreen 
Connolly. In small groups or one-on-
one meetings, Mueller and Connolly 
work closely with students on the appli-
cation essay. Drill consults with seniors 
on developing a list of best-fit colleges 
to apply to, and the long to-do list that 
accompanies it.

The one setback so far is college vis-
its. Seniors typically visit four or five 
colleges during Summer Phase, with 
more scheduled in the fall. “It’s go-
ing to be hard for the kids who don’t 
have a lot of exposure to college to get 
a sense of the schools without visit-
ing them,” said Jean-Baptiste. “Nothing 
makes up for the ability to step on to the 
campus.” 

In the meantime, the team is plan-
ning to bring college representatives to 
the students through online meetings. 
Jean-Baptiste noted, “It’s good for stu-
dents to get practice with an admissions 
official, even if it’s virtual.”

Photo courtesy of St. Benedict’s Prep
Didier Jean-Baptiste
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We are currently enrolling 
2 year olds through Grade 8 

for 2020-2021!
Check us out online at

www.ambs.org
or call us

at (201) 891-4250.
We can provide the best environment for social distancing  

with our smaller class sizes and spacious classrooms.
The Academy of the Most Blessed Sacrament, motivated by the love of Christ, ensures that each student receive a superior education in a caring Catholic environment. Committed to the pursuit of excellence, 
students are guided through a personal journey of faith, education and service in order to reach their God given potential to become individuals capable of living in a changing and complex society.

St. Michael School in Newark held a “Beep and Greet” on Aug. 
26, welcoming students and faculty back to school while staying 
safe. Children had a chance to meet their new teachers, includ-
ing third-grade teacher Maribel Cruz, who dressed up in her 
Dr. Seuss finery. School Principal Dr. Linda Cerino and Father 
Stephen Ehiahuruike, S.D.V., pastor of St. Michael Parish, also 
joined in the festivities. 

Photos courtesy of St. Michael School
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Photos courtesy of Ashley Brombauer
Before the start of the new school year, Immaculate Heart 
Academy in Washington Township hosted “Rookie Camp” 
for the incoming freshman class . Peer mentors welcomed 
the new students to campus while finding creative ways to 
maintain social distancing .  
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OLC prepares for fall classes

Our Lady of Czestochowa School in 
Jersey City has implemented ma-
jor modifications to prepare for 

the new school year during the pandemic.  
Shortly after quarantine began last 

spring, a committee was formed to re-
search and plan the safest and most re-
sponsible way to reopen. The commit-
tee included the administration, teachers 
from both the upper and lower schools, 
the school nurse, members of the mainte-
nance and support staff, as well as parent 
representatives. The committee has been 
closely following all the best practices that 
have been developed to keep students and 
employees safe.

The administration and faculty spent 
the summer building upon everything 
they had learned in the spring about re-
mote learning. This year will begin with a 
hybrid model with many of the students 
exclusively learning from home. Students 
reporting to class will split into two co-
horts, attending in-person every second 
week and participating virtually during 
alternate weeks. All students will have full 
days, whether they are physically in the 
school building or attending online.

No visitors will be permitted into the 
building, and all students and faculty must 
wear masks. Everyone will have their tem-
perature checked and hands sanitized be-
fore entering the building. Each student 
will be assigned a particular door to enter 
and exit the school. Students will not be 

going from room to room. The nurse’s of-
fice has moved to a new, larger room, with 
an adjoining isolation room.

Our Lady of Czestochowa is work-
ing cooperatively to maintain its strong 
sense of community. Administrators said 
that although morning prayers will now 
be done in the classroom rather than to-
gether in an assembly, everyone will still 
be united in spirit.
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Felician alum now Cedar 
Grove’s newest mayor
The nursing profession offers a wide range 

of career specialties for those who feel 
called to serve. 

One Felician University nurse who knows this 
well is Kerry Peterson, who was sworn in as the 
mayor of Cedar Grove on July 3. Peterson, who 
had been a member of the township council, suc-
ceeds Robbie Vargo as mayor. 

A nurse for 26 years, Peterson graduated from 
Mountainside Hospital School of Nursing in 
1994, then earned a bachelor’s from Felician Uni-
versity, graduating magna cum laude in 2015. For 
22 years, she was a nurse at St. Joseph’s Medical 
Center in Paterson.

She switched gears five years ago and is cur-
rently a care coordinator for Atlantic Healthcare 
System doing “transitions of care” work with pa-
tients who have been discharged from the hos-
pital. “My role is to ensure patient’s health and 
well-being and to avoid hospital visits and read-
missions. I promote more health and education,” 
Peterson explained. 

Mayor Peterson works from home and calls 
her care coordinator job a perfect fit for her be-
cause it gives her the flexibility and autonomy 
that makes it possible for her to serve as mayor.

She said both her work as a clinical nurse and 
government official are informed by values she 
learned at Felician University. “I love the Fran-
ciscan values, especially when dealing with pa-
tients and stressful situations,” she said. “It’s like 
a centering, a matter of calming yourself, taking 
a breath and not reacting and diffusing the sit-
uation, and yes, the classes and education I re-
ceived at Felician prepared me to handle those 
situations.”

Peterson was pressed into service in March 
when the COVID-19 pandemic broke out and 
Atlantic Healthcare became one of the first plac-
es to do swabbing tests for the virus out of a tent 
in Morristown. Her department opened a ho-
tline and started a surveillance program to keep 
a steady watch over discharged COVID-19 pa-
tients who would look forward to her calming 
calls to check on how they were doing through-

out the day. “That’s the whole thing with this pan-
demic, everyone was just hit with it so fast,” she 
said. “People were waiting for my call and they 
were so happy to hear from me because they 
knew I was there to ask, ‘OK, what’s your oxy-
gen reading today? How do you feel? How is your 
cough? OK, let’s do this or let’s call the doctor.’”

Now, whether calming patients as a nurse or 
addressing the concerns of residents as mayor, 
Peterson remains grateful for her Felician educa-
tion. “It was a great program. I made great friends 
there, friends I am still in touch with today. I had 
a great experience at Felician.” 

Photo courtesy of Cedar Grove

Photo courtesy of Mayor Kerry Peterson
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Caldwell receives grant 
for youth program
Caldwell University has received 

a grant to start a new program 
called “Disciples on the Way” 

that will encourage high school stu-
dents to look at what it means to be a 
disciple in today’s world. Thanks to a 
five-year $222,000 Lilly Endowment 
grant, students will have the chance to 
explore questions about their faith and 
the moral dimensions of contemporary 
challenges. 

In 2015, Caldwell University received 
a four-year grant to establish a residen-
tial summer program, the Spirituali-
ty and Leadership Institute, on campus 
for high school students and Caldwell’s 
undergraduate spiritual mentors. The 
major focus was to study theological 
works and to examine how their faith 
calls them to lives of service. The Insti-
tute has introduced high school and un-
dergraduate students to spiritual dis-
ciplines as leadership practices and 
helped them develop as young citizens 
who promote public justice and seek the 
common good.  

With the new “Disciples on the Way” 
program, participants will be immersed 
in intellectual, spiritual and practical 

ways of living as they focus and build 
on different aspects of discipleship, such 
as leadership, arts and spirituality and 
prayer methods. All programming will 
be aimed at helping young people have a 
greater understanding of their ability to 
be disciples in today’s world and to have 
an initial full experience experimenting 
with and using the suggested discern-
ment tools. The program will help youth 
intensify connections to their faith in 
areas of interest and envision how they 
can become faith leaders in their com-
munity, school, church, family, work-
place and even online through social  
media.

Colleen O’Brien, Caldwell Universi-
ty’s director of Campus Ministry and a 
seasoned youth minister in higher ed-
ucation, will lead this effort supported 
by an array of university spiritual men-
tors and an assistant youth minister. 
O’Brien said she hopes it will help stu-
dents deepen their faith. “We are work-
ing to engage current and future faith 
leaders in our community and help them 
discover the many ways God is call-
ing them to live and be in the world,”  
she said.

C. Lynn Carr, Ph.D., professor of so-
ciology at Seton Hall University in South 
Orange has been awarded a Jack Shand 
Research Grant from the Society for the 
Scientific Study of Religion. Founded at 
Harvard University in 1949, the society 
is an interdisciplinary academic associ-
ation that promotes social scientific re-
search about religious institutions and 
experiences. 

Professor Carr received a $5,000 
award to support her research on “Shiva 
in a Jewish Reconstructionist Commu-
nity.” The qualitative sociological study 
investigates shiva among those affiliated 
with Reconstructing Judaism, a small yet 

well-established American Jewish move-
ment/denomination. “Sitting” shiva is a 
custom traditionally engaged in by Jews 
upon the death of an immediate family 
member. During this time, community 
members traditionally comfort the be-
reaved with food and company and gath-
er for prayer in mourners’ homes. 

“I focus on shiva because it has been 
suggested that it is a site of growing im-
portance in non-Orthodox Judaic prac-
tice, and because I believe it to be a 
well-placed window in understanding 
contemporary Jewish identification—
highlighting themes of belief, disbelief 
and community,” Carr said.

Submitted photo
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field from 2000-2011. 
Msgr. Harms also served as director 

of Research and Planning in the Arch-
diocese of Newark and was a faculty 
member at Seton Hall University.

He served as pastor of Queen of 
Peace from 1978 to 1999. Earlier, he 
served as a parochial vicar at St. Teresa 
of Avila Parish in Summit and St. Cas-
sian Parish in Upper Montclair. 

Msgr. William C. Harms 
A Mass of Chris-

tian Burial was cel-
ebrated Aug. 31 
at Our Lady of 
Peace Parish in 
New Providence 
for Msgr. Wil-
liam C. Harms, 
80, who died Aug. 
27.

A native of the 
Bronx, Msgr. Harms was raised in 
North Arlington. He attended Seton 
Hall University in South Orange; re-
ceived his master’s degree in city and 
regional planning from Rutgers Uni-
versity; earned a Master of Divinity 
from Immaculate Conception Semi-
nary in Darlington; and received a doc-
torate in ministry from Drew Universi-
ty in Madison.

Msgr. Harms was ordained in May 
1965. He served as parochial vicar at St. 
Michael Parish in Elizabeth and Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oakland. He 
served as pastor of St. Helen in West-

Brother Ralph Darmento, F.S.C.
A Mass of Chris-

tian Burial was cel-
ebrated Aug. 18 
at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 
Parish in Brook-
lyn for Brother 
Ralph Darmen-
to, F.S.C., 68, who 
died Aug. 14.

Brother Ralph was 
a native of Brooklyn who entered the 
Christian Brothers in 1974 at the No-
vitiate in Ontario, Canada. He received 
the habit on Sept. 29, 1974, and pro-
nounced final vows in Providence, R.I., 
on Jan. 5, 1982.

He served as deputy superintendent 
of schools for the Diocese of Brook-
lyn. Before that, he spent more than 
15 years working in the Archdiocese of 
Newark’s Schools Office. 

Brother Ralph was also a lifelong 
teacher, working at schools across the 
country. 

Father Edito S. Gamallo
A Mass of Christian Burial was cel-

ebrated in Cavite, Philippines, for Fa-
ther Edito S. Gamallo, 69, who died 
Aug. 14.

Father Gamal-
lo was ordained in 
the Philippines on 
April 29, 1975, 
and was incar-
dinated in the 
Archdiocese of 
Newark in 1997. 

He served as 
parochial vicar at St. 
John the Baptist Par-
ish, Jersey City; St. John the Evangelist, 
Bergenfield; St. Aedan: St. Peter’s Uni-
versity Church, Jersey City; St. Antho-
ny of Padua, Newark; and Our Lady of 
Victories, Jersey City.

Father Gamallo also served as chap-
lain at Bergen Regional Medical Center 
in Paramus from 2015-2017. 

Msgr. Thomas G. Madden 
A Mass of Chris-

tian Burial was cel-
ebrated Aug. 24 at 
Queen of Peace 
Parish in North 
Arlington for 
Msgr. Thomas G. 
Madden, 91, who 
died Aug. 20.

A native of Jersey 
City, Msgr. Madden 
was ordained a priest on June 4, 1955. 
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Couples finding ways to 
wed despite pandemic
By Jai Agnish
Communications Manager

It’s not easy getting married during a 
worldwide pandemic, but couples are 
rising to the challenge. They’re rebook-

ing venues in record time while shrinking 
their guest lists and navigating social dis-
tancing requirements. Masks and hand 
sanitizers are the fashionable party favors 
of the day.

Indoor dining restrictions have result-
ed in couples scrambling to find adequate 
outdoor reception space. Meanwhile, travel 
restrictions and health concerns are keep-
ing friends and family away, while compli-
cating honeymoons. 

“It’s been a difficult time,” said Debra 
Loprete, the weddings administrator at the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in 
Newark. 

Typically, the cathedral will host about 
65 weddings a year on Fridays and Satur-
days. This year, the coronavirus lockdown 
wiped away the entire wedding calendar 
from mid-March to July and Loprete has 
been rescheduling for couples ever since. 

“They’re experiencing a range of emo-
tions,” she said. “Some of them are angry. 
They’re frustrated. They’re sad, disappoint-
ed. And I get that. It’s something you think 
about as a little girl. You dream about the 
day. It’s hard.”

The first post-lockdown wedding at the 
cathedral was on Aug. 1 followed by two 
more on Aug. 15 and Aug. 29. Three wed-
dings in August is far from normal, Lo-
prete said, and while the first ceremony 
hit the maximum allowable of 100 peo-
ple, only 10 people, including the bride 
and groom, were at the second. The cou-
ple married on Aug. 1 opted to keep their 
wedding date and tented their backyard for 
the reception.

“There is such a variety of how people 
are handling this,” Loprete said. “It’s very 
personal depending on their family situa-
tion.”

Other couples have rescheduled into 
2021 and Loprete is already filling dates for 
2022. Still, other couples have opted to wed 
sooner rather than later and have post-
poned their reception into next year. 

Despite a slew of pandemic-inspired 
obstacles, one New Jersey couple managed 
to successfully overhaul their wedding and 
rebook their honeymoon, only to have to 
postpone it for 10 days when a close fam-
ily member tested positive for the corona-
virus. 

“Luckily, they didn’t have many symp-
toms,” said Rebecca Vazquez. “It was just 
very mild. We wanted to wait to give them 
time to recover.” 

Rebecca and her husband, Agustin 
Vazquez, were married in Lyndhurst at Sa-
cred Heart on Aug. 24. For the young cou-
ple, both in their early 20s, the road to their 
wedding took many last-minute twists and 
turns, but they were determined to make 
it happen.

“From August last year when I pro-
posed, everything looked smooth,” Agus-
tin recounted. “We started putting together 
a small blueprint for the wedding and then 
March hit. The word ‘pandemic’ wasn’t 
around, so I’d say the scare came around.”

When the lockdown arrived in mid-
March, the wait began. The couple had 
just booked a venue for their reception the 
month before and made two deposits on it.

“We were thinking, ‘Oh, OK, this is go-
ing to be a lockdown for two weeks’ like ev-
eryone thought. ‘Everything is going to get 
back to normal,’” Agustin said. 

And besides, they thought, the wedding 
was several months off.

“We definitely didn’t think our wedding 
was going to be affected by it at all,” Rebec-
ca said.

Then the lockdown went from weeks 
to months. And suddenly, Agustin, who 
works for a video and photography com-
pany, began seeing wedding shoots can-
celed. 

“You see the world begin to shift after 
month two,” he said. “I’m seeing all these 
couples canceling their weddings. All these 
events I’m supposed to shoot are being 
canceled. That’s when I think it hit me per-
sonally.”

This is when Rebecca and Agustin took 
a hard look at their guest list. They formu-
lated several backup plans based on poten-
tial capacity scenarios for the ceremony 
and the reception. They were also in regu-
lar communication with their banquet hall.

“I think that’s when the madness be-
gan—about three months ago—for us per-
sonally when we had to argue with the ven-
ue and the venue kind of just said, ‘We’re 
in the same boat as you guys,’” he recalled. 
“We were firm on not rescheduling.”

Once they convinced the banquet hall 
to offer a refund, the race was on to find a 
suitable outdoor alternative for the recep-
tion. The space needed to be large enough 
to accommodate their 60 guests, down 
from 120, while allowing for proper social 
distancing. 

“We were looking for anything that 
would be safe for everyone that would fol-
low all the protocols,” said Rebecca. “I was 

looking for anyone who had 
a big backyard. Maybe we 
could do it in somebody’s 
house. We were just looking 
everywhere.”

The reception was ul-
timately held at Our Lady 
Mother of the Church in 
Woodcliff Lake where there 
was plenty of outdoor space. 
They rented a tent, tables 
and chairs. There were no 
capacity issues for the cere-
mony at Sacred Heart where 
pews were already roped off 
and social distancing proto-
cols were in effect. 

Some of Agustin’s elderly 
relatives, who live in Ecua-
dor, including his grandpar-
ents and aunts and uncles, 
were unable to attend the 
wedding because of health 
concerns surrounding trav-
el. An aunt and uncle on Re-
becca’s side from out of state 
also did not attend because 
of concerns about crowds. 

“It’s hard,” Rebecca said. 
“We understand. These are 
sacrifices that you have to 
make. Originally, our list 
was 120. Small weddings are the thing now. 
There’s nothing wrong with it.”

Rebecca and Agustin were determined 
to celebrate the sacrament of marriage in 
August despite knowing it would take a lot 
of hard work. There were moments of un-
certainty, Agustin admitted, but they saw 
it as an opportunity to grow in their faith 
and strengthen their relationship with each 
other.

“It wasn’t only the realistic things,” 
Agustin said. “It was also from the faith 
side. Realistically, everyone is saying, ‘OK, 
well just reschedule.’ But our faith tells us, 
‘Is this a moment where God is asking us to 
look to Him?’ And I think we both firmly 
believe it was. We went into prayer realiz-
ing, ‘What is being presented to us? What 
is God’s plan in all this?’ What took a year 
to plan, literally, by the grace of God and 
praying and understanding that He has the 
wheel in all of this, we were able to plan the 
wedding in two months.”

It’s encouraging that couples are choos-
ing to get married now despite all of these 
difficulties, said Brian Caldwell, the direc-
tor of Family Life with the Archdiocese of 
Newark. Caldwell and his office help pre-
pare couples for the sacrament of marriage 
through Pre-Cana and “God’s Plan for 
Love” courses. 

“By not deferring their marriage, they 
are choosing to enter into the sacrament 
and receive the accompanying grace now 
in the midst of the uncertainty we face,” 
Caldwell said. “That is a hopeful sign to me 
that they want God at the center of their 
marriage in a time of great distress for our 
world. After all, the goal of sacramental 
marriage is to guide one another (and any 
children you have) to heaven.”

Local parishes and archdiocesan staff 
have been making every effort to work with 
couples to plan their weddings. For exam-
ple, Caldwell’s office has been conducting 

marriage preparation through Zoom video 
conferencing. 

And the outdoor reception for Rebec-
ca and Agustin was something unusual for 
Our Lady Mother of the Church. “We’ve 
had an outdoor reception once before a 
few years ago, but it’s an anomaly,” said Fa-
ther Sean Manson, the pastor of Our Lady 
Mother of the Church. “I knew them when 
they were kids and I know both sets of par-
ents well. They were scrambling like every-
one else, so I said, ‘Sure, come here.’”

At the cathedral, staff relaxed the cal-
endar and Loprete has booked ceremonies 
for Labor Day, Thanksgiving weekend, 
Sundays and even a Tuesday.

“Everyone here has agreed that we’re 
just going to try to accommodate any day,” 
she said. 

The cathedral staff has developed 
“Guidelines for Weddings During 
COVID-19,” which is guided by New Jer-
sey’s pandemic regulations. Guests are 
capped and masks are required to be worn 
by everyone in attendance, including the 
bride and groom. If the priest allows it, the 
bride and groom may remove their mask 
once they reach the sanctuary after pro-
cessing down the aisle.

Loprete said that masks are a dealbreak-
er for some couples.

“It varies,” she said. “Some of them get 
stuck with the idea of wearing masks down 
the aisle. And I get that. That’s really hard 
for them. Some of them are not as con-
cerned with that. Some are really tied to 
what this memory is going to be for them. I 
had one bride say to me, ‘I’m going to look 
at these pictures and I’m just going to see 
that mask and that’s going to be my memo-
ry.’ And then another bride conversely will 
say to me, ‘I’m going to look at these pic-
tures, I’m going to see that mask and I have 
a story for my children and grandchildren.’ 
It’s very personal.”

Photos courtesy of Rebecca Vazquez
Agustin and Rebecca Vazquez on their wedding day 
at Sacred Heart Parish, Lyndhurst .

The Vazquez’s engagement photo .
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NEW HOPE Pregnancy Resource Center
149 Third Avenue 
Westwood, NJ 07675

First Time
Single Mom?
Need help?

Call us:
201.722.4705
marilyn@newhopeprc.org
www.newhopeprc.org

HOURS: 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays: 9AM - 2PM
Thursdays & Saturdays: 9AM - noon

A prayer for pregnant mothers
O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the incarnation of 

Christ, your Son, with faith and trust. Grant your protection to all preg-
nant mothers facing difficulties.

Guide us as we strive to make our parish communities places of wel-
come and assistance for mothers in need. Help us become instruments 
of God’s love and compassion.

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously help us build a culture of life 
and a civilization of love, together with all people of good will, to the 
praise and glory of God, the Creator and lover of life. Amen.

*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican 
City. Adapted with permission. All rights reserved.

By Melissa McNally
Editor

In response to the need of improved 
pastoral responses to women fac-
ing unexpected or challenging preg-

nancies, Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
of Kansas City, chairman of the com-
mittee on pro-life activities for the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (US-
CCB), invited fellow bishops and their 
parishes to join the nationwide effort 
“Walking with Moms in Need: A Year of 
Service.”

The Year of Service, held from March 
25, 2020, to March 25, 2021, was an-
nounced last November at the annual ple-
nary meeting of bishops. 

“The challenges can be immense for 
women in difficult or unplanned preg-
nancies. Seventy-five percent of women 
who choose abortion are low income,” 
Archbishop Naumann said. “Pregnant 
and parenting moms in need are in our 
parishes and our neighborhoods. Women 
facing challenging pregnancies should see 
the Church as a place where they can find 
help, especially with its myriad of social 
services.” 

The archbishop encouraged parishes 
to identify local pregnancy resources for 
those in need. “The parish community is 
uniquely positioned to encourage a col-

laboration of resources at the local level 
and to increase awareness of help avail-
able to mothers and families in need,” 
Archbishop Naumann explained.

The Archdiocese of Newark is home 
to several organizations that help expect-
ing mothers, including Good Counsel in 
Secaucus and Several Sources Shelters in 
Ramsey. The Respect Life Office of the 
archdiocese has been at the forefront of 
ministry to mothers since opening Mer-
cy House in 2018. Located at 620 Clinton 
Ave. in Newark, the facility is a local re-
source and referral center for individuals 
and families in need.

“Every mom has a right to keep and 
care for her child,” said Cheryl Riley, di-
rector of Mercy House and the archdi-
ocesan Respect Life Office. “This is not 
always easy for a mom to do. Walking 
with these moms in need is a way for us 

to give them love and support. When 
we provide resources for these moms, it 
means we are providing love. To me, that’s 
what it’s all about—having a heart that 
can love.”

Jada Fortunato first visited Mercy 
House in July 2018 when she was preg-
nant with her son, Giovanni. 

“Mercy House helped with import-
ant needs during my pregnancy and they 
continue to help me after,” she explained. 
“They were so loving and welcoming. 
They make you feel comfortable.”

Fortunato said she regularly visits the 
facility for diapers, wipes and other essen-
tials for her young son. 

To learn more about Mercy House, in-
cluding needed items, visit www.rcan.org/
mercyhouse. 

More information about the USCCB 
initiative can be found at www.usccb.org/
moms-in-need. 
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In Appreciation and Thanks, 
Saint Matthew Parish In Ridgefield

Wishes God’s Blessings upon
Very Rev. Steven Conner, V.F., 

Rev. Gerard Graziano and
Rev. George Sharp,

who have devoted their lives
to the works of Jesus Christ and His Church.

Pray! Invite!
Encourage!  

Vocations!

Saint Cassian Parish Community
warmly thanks and appreciates

for their love, leadership and guidance.

Saint Cassian Church,

Upper Montclair, NJ

May our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
continue to bless you and  
your pastoral ministry.

f d idd

Fr. Marc A. Vicari
Msgr. Anthony Kulig

Deacon Robert Demetillo

The Staff and Parishioners of 
Saint Anthony of Padua, Elizabeth 

are grateful to have two wonderful priests  
who support and guide our community.

May God continue to 
bless them abundantly.

Rev. Oscar Martin Dominguez

Rev. Marco T. Marroquin

Special indeed not in need
By Father James A. Worth

I think about the man born blind, the 
woman who endured 12 years of bleed-
ing, the young boy possessed by demons 
and so many others in the Bible who had 
disabilities that kept them from main-
streaming into the community. It must 
have been so difficult for their fami-
ly and friends to watch them endure 
the challenges and loneliness of being 
different and reminded of it on a daily 
basis. We as a people have always been 
uncomfortable when people and things 
are not how we 
want them to 
be.

Being spe-
cial is usually thought of as having gifts 
and talents that many do not have. It 
also can mean those whose abilities are 
not seen in this light but felt to be bur-
dens and crosses to bear. Pope Francis 
has, on several occasions, spoken of the 
importance of inclusion. He reminds us 
of treating everyone we meet with kind-
ness, respect and compassion. It sounds 
great. It is great. But it seems that we 
need much more work when it comes to 
living that command of integration into 
our community.

When it comes to going to Mass, it 
is important to remember that when 

Jesus gathered the crowds on the side 
of a mountain, some were noisy, un-
ruly, messy and odd. They weren’t just 
people who were acting the way ev-
eryone thought they should. Even 
the disciples questioned their behav-
iors at times. But what did Jesus do? 
He didn’t chastise them, He embraced 
them with great patience. He allowed 
them to be present to the best of their 
abilities.

When those with special needs at-
tend our liturgies, the last thing they 
need is our pity. They do not want to 

be pointed out 
and made to 
feel like they 
are odd. They 

are looking for inclusion and accep-
tance, as are their loved ones. They want 
to worship to the best of their abilities, 
not how we deem them to do so. They 
want to blend into the assembly just like 
everyone else. I would imagine that’s 
what the rest of the congregation wants 
as well.

So how do we do this? We do it 
with kindness, respect and compas-
sion. We truly welcome them uncon-
ditionally. We exercise a greater level of 
patience for the times that things may 
not be as they should. The Eucharist is 
a celebration and it should be treated 

as such. We enter fully and try to praise 
God with the abilities that we have 
been given. It is really not complicated 
at all. In fact, it comes naturally when 
we are spiritually minded and seek 
unity.

In my parish, there are many with 
disabilities that can be seen and heard. 
These individuals are treated with eq-
uity. We give them what they need 
but do not overwhelm them. We smile 
when they smile, we share our peace, 

we sing with them and pray with 
them. Sometimes it can be quite event-
ful and sometimes not. Either way, I 
feel blessed to be part of such a wel-
coming community. Let’s be like Christ 
and less like so many in our hur-
ried and anxious society. Let’s love 
them, let’s pray for and with them. 
Let them be who God called them 
to be.

Father James A. Worth is the pastor of 
St. Joseph Parish in Maplewood. 

Photo by Fred Golz
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The people of St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish in Wyckoff
celebrate Priesthood Sunday and pray

for priestly vocations

Daily Prayer for Priests ~ St. Thérèse of Lisieux
O Jesus, I pray for your faithful and fervent priests;

for your unfaithful and tepid priests;
for your priests laboring at home or abroad in distant mission fields;

for your tempted priests; for your lonely and desolate priests;
for your young priests; for your dying priests;

for the souls of your priests in Purgatory.

But above all, I recommend to you the priests dearest to me:
the priest who baptized me; the priests who absolved me from my sins;

the priests at whose Masses I assisted
and who gave me Your Body and Blood in Holy Communion;

the priests who taught and instructed me;
all the priests to whom I am indebted in any other way.

O Jesus, keep them all close to your heart,
and bless them abundantly in time and in eternity.

Amen.

Celebrates Priesthood Sunday 2020
and Gives Thanks and Praise to 

God the Father 
For the gift of our Parish Priests
Rev. Joseph A. Ferraro – Pastor

Rev. Francesco Donnarumma, Parochial Vicar 
We welcome our 

Newly Ordained Parochial Vicar Rev. John P. Ginty
We are also grateful for 

Rev. James Chern, Rev. William Cook
And Msgr. Anthony Ziccardi

who assist at our parish. 

The Parish Community of Holy Family (Nutley-Belleville)

Priestly duties and reporting
By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

“It’s a rewarding ministry. I love serv-
ing soldiers and their families.”

As a member of the U.S Army Re-
serves Chaplain Corps, Father Andrew 
De Silva is required to report for duty 
twice a month and for two weeks during 
the summer. 

“I’m a captain in the U.S. Army Re-
serves. I’ve been in for seven years, always 
in the Chaplain Corps,” he said.

Currently, he’s the head chaplain for 
the 8th Medical Brigade on Staten Island. 
Part of his responsibilities 
include supervising the 
other chaplain teams in 
the brigade and provid-
ing spiritual support and 
guidance for the soldiers. 
Due to the pandemic, 
this year has proven to be 
much more challenging.  

“We’ve been busy set-
ting up or preparing 
teams to set up field hos-
pitals. A lot of our work 
has been to train soldiers 
to set up field hospitals,” 
Father De Silva explained. 

In April, when hospi-
tals were nearing capacity 
and fear was high, Father 

De Silva was on the road in New York 
and Pennsylvania tending to two differ-
ent teams of soldiers preparing to be mo-
bilized. 

“There was a lot of stress and a lot of 
fear—fear for the future, fear for their 
families. The main difficulty was the 
uncertainty. I was there for celebrating 
Mass, hearing confessions and coun-
seling soldiers,” described the parochi-
al vicar from St. Agnes in Clark. “As a 
chaplain, you’re also the go-to person 
when things get tough. I conducted a 
few classes on suicide prevention and 
stress management during the training. 

Photo courtesy of Father Andrew De Silva

From the Staff of

Many thanks to all the priests 
in the Archdiocese of Newark 
for your service to Our Lord .
May you always feel His blessings.

ADVOCATE
THE CATHOLIC

St. Michael’s Parish in Union  
would like to honor our priests

Msgr. Anselm I. Nwaorgu , Pastor
Rev. Camilo Lopez, Parochial Vicar

for their service and dedication to  
St. Michael’s Parish.

Serra Club support all the good  
& holy priests.

SERRA INTERNATIONAL
District #22

Joseph F. Pagano, K.H.S., District Govenor
Rose Marie Deehan, K.C.H.S.

Joseph T, Scibetta, K.H.S.
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With tremendous gratitude
for all the priests  

who have served our  
students and community  

since 1856.

“Thou art a priest forever,
after the order  

of Melchizedek”
(Heb 5:6).

The Parish 
Community of

Holy Family Church
(Nutley – Belleville)

Thanks Fr. Mauro Primavera 
for his dedicated 12 years with us

First as Deacon and 
11 years as  Parochial Vicar.

We wish Fr. Mauro
 Prayerful Blessings and Happiness

as he begins his ministry
as Administrator serving the Faithful 

at Saint John the Apostle Parish 

“You did not choose me, I chose you” John 15:16

The Parishioners and Staff of
Immaculate Conception in Norwood, NJ
Wish to express our profound gratitude to

Fr. Leo J. Butler
and

Fr. Timothy Graff
For your continuous and sincere efforts 

to support, guide and lead 
the parish families 

of Immaculate Conception.

May the Lord continue to bless you 
with the graces necessary 
to continue your ministry.

May God continue 
to bless our 

wonderful clergy.

St. John the Evangelist
Bergenfield

for duty during a pandemic
I was there as a confidential person who 
people could talk to when things were 
going badly.”

Father De Silva noted that the timing 
of his absence from the parish worked 
out well since public celebrations of 
Mass in the Archdiocese of Newark had 
been canceled at the time. “I was able 
to celebrate the Triduum with soldiers 
who were away from families. But be-
cause of our online nature at the parish, 
was still able to be somewhat present to 
St. Agnes.” 

Father De Silva also pointed out this 
was his very first Triduum as a priest—
he had been ordained less than a year 
prior in May 2019. He said he wanted to 
help out as much as possible during this 
important time for his parish, so he and 
the pastor, Father William Sheridan, re-
corded a small retreat for parishioners 
before he left for duty. Father De Silva 
was also able to livestream a few Masses 
from his location in New York back to the 
parish. 

Joking that it was like being in two 
places at the same time, he said he was 
grateful for the sense of support St. Agnes 
provided. “It was good to have Father Bill 
and the parish there praying for this oth-
er flock that I was ministering to,” he ad-
mitted. “They were incredibly supportive. 
That was really beautiful to see. They’re a 
great community at St. Agnes.”

Father De Silva said sharing his time 
between these two ministries doesn’t feel 
like a conflict. In fact, he said each one in-
fluences the other. 

“I feel blessed to be able to be a parish 
priest, but at the same time, to be there 
when I’m needed for that communi-
ty that is ready to put everything on the 
line for their country,” he explained. “My 
ministry in the parish impacts or benefits 
my ministry to soldiers and vice versa: 
My parish ministry helps me bring spiri-
tuality to soldiers; my [time in the Army] 
brings leadership and professionalism to 
the parish ministry.”



CATHOLIC CEMETERIES 
A Ministry of the Archdiocese of Newark 

For Our Catholic Community 

Proudly Supports 
Priesthood Sunday 2020 

Catholic Cemeteries supports a family’s spiritual needs before, 
during, and after the loss of a loved one. 

 Holy Cross Cemetery   Gate of Heaven Cemetery
 Saint Gertrude Cemetery   Maryrest Cemetery   Holy Name Cemetery

 Christ the King Cemetery   Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

A Ministry of the Archdiocese of Newark 
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES 

For our Catholic community 
888-498-5209
www.CemeteryMinistry.org


