Blessing for Girl Scout Sunday in Your Parish
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What is Girl Scout Sunday?

Girl Scout Sunday celebrates the powerful ties between Girl Scouting and faith. Girl Scouts are encouraged to
connect their faith to the Girl Scout Law and Promise. Each year Girl Scout Sunday kicks off Girl Scout Week
in the United States. This Sunday is meant not only connect the Unit to their faith, but to recognize the con-
tributions of young people and adults in Girl Scouting. In 2024 this will be celebrated on Sunday March 10th,
2024.

The Girl Scout Promise States: On my honor, | will try: To serve God and my country,
To help people at all times, And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

These values strengthen youth character in their family, community and their faith.

Celebrating Girl Scout Sunday at your local parish
Scout Sunday is an opportunity for parishes to recognize the young people in their parish involved in the
Scouting program, and the partnership between the parish and the Scouting.

Each Parish and Unit may do things differently but here are some suggestions that may be helpful:

Invite Scouts in your parish to attend Mass in their uniform and sit together.

o Consider offering a Blessing to all Scouts and their Leaders that are in attendance at Mass after

e Allow the Scouts of your parish to stand at the doors of your Church and greet church members and
visitors.

e If Scouts are trained Altar Servers, consider having them Altar Serve in their Scout uniform at the Mass
that you recognize Scouts.

e Consider bringing Scouting elements to the service. As part of it, have the priest celebrating the Mass
ask the Girl Scout Leader to come forward and lead all current and former Scouts and leaders in the

congregation in the Girl Scout Promise or Girl Scout Law.

e Consider having the Scouts offer some form of Hospitality after the Mass for parishioners to build
community.

e Consider allowing the Unit to set up a table for recruiting/ advertising for the Unit.

e Many Units conduct a Scouting for Food Drive as a part of Scout Week. Consider hosting a Canned Food
Drive or some other form of collection that can benefit the local community.



Celebrating Girl Scout Sunday
in Your Parish

Consider before the Final Blessing at Mass to call a Scout Leader, Gold Award Recipient or a Scout to
share a few moments briefly on Scouting and the connection to the Parish and Community

Consider allowing Scouts and their Leaders to serve as Ushers at Mass

Acknowledge at a Mass those Scouts that have completed any of the Religious Emblem Awards ,or any
Unit that might have earned Catholic Patches

Honor and acknowledge any Gold Award Recipients that you might have in your parish at a special Mass

Consider allowing the Scouts and their leaders to process up the center aisle of the Church right before
the beginning of Mass and the Opening Procession of the Cross, Priest, etc.

Consider having the Scouts create a 1 page bulletin insert, or a bulletin blurb to share about the Unit and
their involvement and participation in the Parish and community
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