Areas of
.0 Mission Focus
-

WE ARE HIS
WITNESSES

PASTORAL CARE OF THE FAITHFUL:

How Will We Care for All Catholics in
Our Parish Communities?

Where are we now? | Where is God calling us to go? | How will we get there together?

Think About It

When you look at your own journey, you can probably think of times when someone at a parish brought
you into a deeper relationship with the Lord. It may have been in preparation for sacraments, a liturgy
that touched your heart, during a time of hardship, or a time of wondering about God and your life.
Wherever people are in their lives: joyful or sad, young or old, fully involved or on the margins or in need
of healing, we want to be parish communities that provide encounters with the love of God and their
sisters and brothers as part of their pastoral care for the people.

The parish initiates the Christian people

“So in Christ we, though many form one into th di . f the liturgical
body, and each member belongs to all into . N gr inary expression o ? ! u'rg|ca
z life: it gathers them together in this
—

the others.” — Romans 12:5 o . .
celebration; it teaches Christ’s saving
doctrine; it practices the charity of the Lord

é "The parish is where the Church lives. A in good works and brotherly love.
Parishes are communities of faith, of action, (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1279)
and of hope. They are where the Gospel is

‘ proclaimed and celebrated, where believers ( The parish is “the normal environment )
are formed and sent to renew the earth. where we learned to hear the Gospel, to
Parishes are the home of the Christian community; they know the Lord Jesus, to serve with
are the heart of our Church. Parishes are the place where gratuitousness, to pray in community, to
God's people meet Jesus in word and sacrament and share projects and initiatives,
come in touch with the source of the Church's life." to feel part of God's holy people."
\ (Communities of Salt and Light, USCCB) PAR (Pope Francis 10/29/24) y

As we prepare to come together, will our parish relationships help us...

e Create more vibrant and well-attended e Ensure the availability and responsiveness of
liturgies? Provide resources and pastoral ministers (clergy, religious, laity) to the
opportunities for Lifelong Faith Formation needs of the community and individuals.
and Catholic education? e Better provide for ministry and outreach for those

e Provide opportunities and resources to in pain and on the margins of the community
engage in the pastoral care of youth and (e.g., the poor, separated and divorced, living
young adults? with mental iliness, etc.).

“The Most Blessed Sacrament is Christ made visible. The poor sick person is -
Christ again made visible.” — Saint Gerard Majella (1726 - 1755) oNEWARK



