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WE ARE HIS
WITNESSES

LONG TERM SUSTAINABILITY:

How Will We Provide Support for
Parishes into the Future?

Where are we now? | Where is God calling us to go? | How will we get there together?

Think About It

As you look back on your life, there are probably many ways in which you can see what a blessing your
parish has been to you and your family. It is there that you received your sacraments, celebrated the joyous
and sad times of your lives, and grew in your faith. However, parishes have changed a lot over the years.
Your experience of parish is most likely different from that of your parents and that of your children. We can
see that we have fewer priests, smaller parish staffs, fewer resources, fewer people involved in ministry, and
fewer people coming to Mass. Yet despite these realities, God wants to assure us that He never leaves us
and calls us to stay on mission even as our parishes adapt and respond to the current times.

A real sense of Church communion, the gift of\
the Spirit that urges our free and generous
response, will bring forth as its precious fruit,
‘ in the "one and catholic" Church the
continuing value of the rich variety of vocations and
conditions of life, charisms, ministries, works, and
responsibilities, as well as a more demonstrable and
decisive collaboration of groups, associations, and
movements of the lay faithful. This communion is already
in itself the first great sign in the world of the presence
of Christ, the Saviour. (Christifideles Laici, 64)

"The Church, in her doctrine, life and
worship, perpetuates and transmits to every
generation all that she herself is, all that she

believes." (Dei Verbum, 8 #1)

All who believed were together and had all
things in common; they would sell their
property and possessions and divide them
among all according to each one’s need.
Acts 2: 44-45

7

“We must seek together to be a
missionary Church that builds bridges...
always open, with open arms.”
(Pope Leo XIV in his inaugural homily)

o “God has no hands or feet on earth but

;C/‘\_ j * ours.” St. Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
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As we prepare to come together, will our parish relationships help us...

e Provide parishes with the resources to e Develop new shared ministry or outreach that we

support robust communities in the future?

To have hope in the future while navigating
the loss they may experience if their parish e
experiences changes?

Recognize demographic changes and
trends affecting the communities?
Provide the needed financial and human
resources to sustain Evangelization and
Pastoral Care of the Faithful?

would not have had the people or resources to
implement otherwise?

Call forth new leadership practices by utilizing
diaconal or lay leadership rather than depending on
the pastor for all pastoral leadership and service?
Ensure parishes can be cared for by the projected
number of priests available in the future?
Maintain the needed building to ensure a
Catholic presence in the area?
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