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Long Term Sustainability: Hope

Gathering Prayer

Leader: Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, reawaken
in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom. May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. May those seeds transform from
within both humanity and the whole cosmos. In the sure expectation of a new heaven
and a new earth, when, with the powers of Evil vanquished, your glory will shine
eternally. May You reawaken in us a yearning for the treasures of heaven. May that
same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth. To you,
our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise forever. Amen.

— Pope Francis

Scripture | Romans 15:1- 6; 13

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves;
let each of us please our neighbor for the good, for building up. For Christ did not please
himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you fall upon me.” For whatever
was written previously was written for our instruction, that by endurance and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus,
that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may ;
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Quiet Reflection

e What is the meaning of hope?
e What s the difference between hope and optimism?

e How do we build communities of hope?

Sending Prayer

Leader: Heavenly Father, in times of uncertainty, we turn to You for hope. You are the source
of all hope and the light that shines in the darkness. Fill our hearts with hope, Lord,
and help us trust in Your plan, evenwhenwe cannot see the way. Renew our faith and
grant us the strengthtopersevere through the challenges we face. In Jesus' name, we

pray. Amen
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