
Pastoral Planning

Leader: It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. The kingdom is not only
beyond our efforts; it is even beyond our vision. We accomplish in our lifetime only a
tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. Nothing we do is
complete, which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.

Gathering Prayer: Prophets of a Future Not Our Own

LONG TERM SUSTAINABILITY:

Side 1: No statement says all that could be said. No prayer fully expresses our faith. No
confession brings perfection. No pastoral visit brings wholeness. No program
accomplishes the Church's mission. No set of goals and objectives includes
everything.

Side 2: This is what we are about. We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water
seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. We lay foundations
that will need further development. We provide yeast that produces far beyond our
capabilities. We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing
that. This enables us to do something and to do it very well. It may be incomplete,
but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord's grace to
enter and do the rest.

All: We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master
builder and the worker. We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.

A Homily Delivered by Cardinal Dearden of Detroit
(Written by Fr. Kenneth Untener, who later became the Bishop of Saginaw, MI)



Without a vision the people lose restraint; but happy is the one who follows instruction.

Scripture | Proverbs 29:18

Why is planning for our parish or ministry important?  
Where is God calling us right now, in this time and in this place?  
How do we get there together?

Quiet Reflection

How do we engage in pastoral planning that truly is grounded in our mission? Through prayerful
discernment, attentive listening, and respectful dialogue.

Quotes

To make this missionary impulse ever more focused, generous, and fruitful, I encourage each
particular Church to undertake a resolute process of discernment, purification and reform. 

— Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.

— Evangelii Gaudium #30

Leader: Loving Lord, You proved Yourself as a leader in Your ministry. Help us to be good
listeners, visionaries, and seekers to find what the people of our parish need to grow
and to further Your mission in our community and beyond. We ask this in Your name.
Amen.

Sending Prayer


